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Decades ago when I was 
growing up, it was always 
a special day. Mostly, the 

valentines were nice, good wishes 
expressing love. It seems the world 
never changes. It wasn’t the lack of 
information about this special day, 
the only one in 365 to tell us a bet-
ter way to live is by showing love. 
Retailers made sure of that, plenty 
of valentine cards, candy and choc-
olates.

It was the media filling the air 
waves with the bad news about 
the possibility of war. I wanted a 
reprieve. Along with that, all eyes 
were on the Super Bowl. 

And now I have a confession. 
It was not the super bowl nor the 
media which kept my Valentine’s 
Day article out of the Suffolk 
News-Herald. I wrote, but like all 
the elderly (and sometimes the 
young) I forgot to send it. It was 
left in drafts — perfect proof of 
how we can miss the mark, even 
with good intentions. 

I am writing now to extend 
thanks to this paper and to Tracy 
Agnew for her work — and I think 
that is tied to love — for keeping 
this paper going as editor these past 
few years I have known of it. As 
she leaves, I hope the next editor 
comes soon, because the News-
Herald is one of those legacies we 
have because of someone’s faithful-
ness. Both writing and reading are 
so important for a civilized society.

Now about those red valentines: 
It seems to me we needed them 
more than ever this year, because 
they use a word we all need to hear 
— love. For so long, we have been 
dealt Covid news, stats and “to 
mask or not to mask.” It has made 

friends become ene-
mies. Most of us were 
weary and wanted to 
move on when we 
discovered the next 
chapter in the book 
seemed to be worse 
— that possibility of 
war! What kind of 
world is facing the 
youth and children 
of our day, and who 
has created it? As a 

student and lover of biblical truths, 
I know the answer to that question. 
We have done it to ourselves.

There are only two kingdoms 
that rule in this world. One is the 
Kingdom of Light and the other 
is the Kingdom of darkness. Call 
them each by a four-letter word, 
Love and Hate. We choose and live 
in one of those. The Kingdom of 
Light is Love and is controlled by 
God, the Kingdom of Darkness is 
a kingdom of Hate, ruled by His 
enemy. It has been so since the 
beginning of time. We make choic-
es and live by those choices. When 
the choices we made do not work 
out, we begin to blame something 
or someone else. Our personal 

worlds become shattered. Sadly, 
things shattered cannot be put back 
together, so is there no hope?

Thankfully, there is. We can 
have the privilege of a new life in 
Christ. Romans 3:23 tells us we 
are all sinners. No one is excluded. 
Romans 6:23 tells us a penalty has 
to be paid for sin. It has been that 
way from the beginning of time. 
John 3:16 tells us of a very loving 
God — omniscient, omnipotent, 
omnipresent — Who accepts us on 
His terms, confession of sin and 
our need of help.

The apostle John has added, 
“Herein is love, not that we loved 
God but that He loved us and has 
given Himself for us.”

 Another biblical writer wrote, 
“Let love be without dissimulation; 
abhor that which is evil, cleave to 
that which is good.” We can do that 
only when we allow God to rule 
our lives. Let’s continue the tradi-
tion of love, even without it being 
called Valentine’s Day. We are in 
desperate need to change our ways 
from the ugliness we hear every 
day. No one can really live with 
those harsh and angry words.

MYRTLE THOMPSON is the writer and 
author of a book about her life as a Christian 
in three foreign countries. Contact her at 
mvtgrt@gmail.com.

It may sound strange for 
those of us who grew up 
without the Internet, but 

today’s kids don’t know a world 
that isn’t connected. The Internet 
has always been a part of their 
lives. Unfortunately, not all of 
them realize some of the dangers 
involved with being online. In this 
new world, parents must do what 
they can to keep their children safe 
in the real world and in the digital 
one. 

The first step to take is to realize 
how many items are connected 
to the internet. Nearly all gaming 
systems, tablets, phones, and com-
puters are connected to the Internet. 
We’re long past the days of the 
family desktop being the only thing 
connected to cyberspace! 

Next, ensure that you talk with 
your children about the dangers 
that come from being online and 
help them understand what they 
can and cannot do online. This 
conversation will vary based on age 
and maturity, but this conversation 
must be held. The conversation 
should be ongoing, as well, and 
change as children age. 

Internet-connected items should 
be kept in an area that is viewable 
by everyone. Placing these devices 
in a shared living space ensures 

that you will see and hear what is 
happening, even if you are only 
catching glimpses. This includes 
game systems. Game systems can 
be connected to the internet, and 
many games allow unmonitored 
and uncensored audio, video and 

chat features. 
Many children have 

internet-connected 
devices in an area of 
their rooms where 
parents cannot see 
and wear headphones 
when they speak to 
others. This allows 
anyone in the world 
to connect with your 
children, giving them 
an unseen space 

where people you do not know can 
share anything with them. 

It’s also wise to install programs 
that help keep children safe on 
internet devices. Begin by research-
ing the various programs for house-
hold computers and installing a 
program that fits your needs. At 
the very least, the software chosen 
should block inappropriate web-
sites and not allow the program to 
be turned off without a password. 
Covenant Eyes is one of many 
programs available that can help in 
this area.

Children who are allowed to have 
mobile phones or internet-connect-
ed tablets should have a mobile app 
installed that blocks lewd websites, 
monitors chats and blocks the 
download of questionable apps. 
While the Bark Mobile App is the 
most popular, other options are 
available. 

Lastly, consider blocking the 
internet to your children’s devices 
when they should not be accessing 
them. Most internet service pro-
viders have parental controls that 
allow you to set specific times that 
the internet will not be available on 
certain devices. 

I’m not paranoid about children 
being connected online. Being con-
nected can be an excellent thing 
for children and adults alike. There 
is a real danger that exists online, 
but danger exists everywhere. 
We shouldn’t run away from the 
internet or ban our children from 
enjoying the good things that it can 
bring, but we should take steps to 
protect them as they enter the wild, 
wild west of the world wide web. 

NATHAN RICE is a Hampton Roads native 
and can be reached at nrice@abnb.org.

What happened to Valentine’s Day?

Help kids stay safe online
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Needed 
funding for 

public schools
In this era of bitter partisan divide in 

Richmond, moments of consensus on 
important priorities should be cele-

brated.
This is especially true in the realm of 

public schools, which have become a bat-
tleground in national debates over racial 
justice and gender identity. Some of the 
angriest voices have suggested that parents 
abandon public 
schools entirely, 
and even that 
legislators use the 
threat of defund-
ing as the stick 
for rooting out 
divisive instruc-
tion in the class-
room.

Quite the oppo-
site is happening. Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
and legislative leadership in both parties are 
proposing historic investments in school 
construction and teacher pay, both sorely 
needed if Virginia is to remain competitive 
with other states in educating tomorrow’s 
workforce.

Some details will need to be negotiated 
in the weeks ahead, but significant funding 
for both school construction and teacher 
pay raises appears certain.

House Republicans, who form the 
majority in that chamber, have proposed 
$2 billion over the next two years for a 
school construction loan rebate program 
that would cover the cost of 80 new school 
buildings statewide. That’s four times more 
than even former Gov. Ralph Northam 
included in his two-year budget proposal in 
December.

House Republicans also have recom-
mended 4% salary increases for teachers 
and staff each of the next two years, plus a 
1% bonus. Northam’s proposal, favored in 
the Democratic-controlled Senate, calls for 
5% raises each year.

Youngkin is on board with both school 
construction funding and teacher pay raises, 
which would help close a current wide gap 
between what Virginia K-12 teachers earn 
and the national average.

Debates over equity and inclusion will 
surely continue, but on more important pri-
orities, both parties have sent clear signals 
that they are more committed than ever to 
first-rate public schools. We applaud them.

‘Significant 
funding for 
both school 
construction and 
teacher pay raises 
appears certain.’

Myrtle 
Virginia 
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Editorial Board

Ten-year throwback

From the archives: Cindy Lane, left, then-deputy refuge manager at the Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge, and Daniel 
Sayers, professor of archeology at American University, cut the ribbon in February 2012 on a new interpretive pavilion in the swamp that 
educates visitors on the swamp’s role in the Underground Railroad.
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Throughout March, I had 
the pleasure of distribut-
ing funds to Virginia’s 4th 

Congressional District that were 
secured through the 2022 Omnibus. 

I successfully secured funding for 
all 10 of my Community Project 
Funding requests included in this 
bill – totaling $19.1 million – to 
support local projects and priorities. 
I have visited several of the cities 
that are home to those deserving 
projects. I am so pleased that my 
position in Congress allows me to 
impact communities in meaningful, 
needed ways.

I also hosted a town hall in 
Emporia with U.S. Postal Service 
officials to hear from constituents 
facing unreliable or erratic mail 
delivery issues. Since my office 
first became aware of mail deliv-
ery issues in the region in January 
2021, my constituent service team 
and I have launched an investi-
gation into the issue, coordinated 
with congressional liaisons and 
USPS officials, and resolved hun-
dreds of constituent cases on an 
individual basis. Hearing directly 
from impacted residents helps us 
maintain a clear understanding of 
the issues as they arise, so I would 
like to thank everyone who came 
out to share their concerns and ask 
questions.

I am excited to announce that the 
Congressional Art Competition for 

ninth- through 12th-graders is now 
open. I encourage all creative high 
schoolers to submit a high-quality 
photo of their original artwork. 
High-quality photos of all art-
work and completed 2022 Student 
Information and Release Forms 

must be received at 
VA04.Projects@mail.
house.gov by 4:30 
p.m. Monday. For 
details, visit mceach-
in.house.gov.

In March, 
the Renaming 
Commission for 
military installations 
announced a nar-
rowed list of name 
choices to rename 

Fort Lee and eight other U.S. mil-
itary bases across the nation. I was 
excited to see the inclusion of my 
submission, Lt. Gen. Arthur Gregg, 
on this list.

For far too long, the heroism, 
bravery and sacrifices of Black 
servicemembers has been inade-
quately recognized and revered. 
We must rectify that injustice and 
honor the brave African Americans 
who defended our nation and its 
ideals. Renaming Fort Lee as Fort 
Gregg would be an incredible 
acknowledgment, not only of Lt. 
Gen. Gregg’s contributions, but of 
the innumerable sacrifices men and 
women of color have made for gen-

erations in service to our nation.
Lastly, I introduced the Lead 

Safe Housing For Kids Act with 
U.S. Reps. Ayanna Pressley of 
Massachusetts and Jesús “Chuy” 
García of Illinois to protect chil-
dren and their families in federal-
ly-assisted housing from dangerous 
lead exposure and poisoning. The 
legislation would adopt federal 
prevention measures, including 
comprehensive risk assessments, 
to determine the presence of lead 
hazards.

While the incidence of lead poi-
soning in children has diminished, 
current federal regulations do not 
adequately prevent contact with 
lead or serious, lead-related health 
impacts. Children with lead poison-
ing often require long-term medical 
treatment and special education 
services, as some effects can be 
irreversible.

Every child in America deserves 
to live in a safe home, free from 
the threat of harmful environmental 
factors. The Lead Safe Housing for 
Kids Act would protect millions of 
children and ensure a safer, health-
ier future for Americans across the 
nation.

U.S. Rep. DONALD MCEACHIN, 
D-Richmond, represents the 4th 
Congressional District, which includes 
Suffolk. He can be reached at Mceachin.
Press@mail.house.gov.

On postal woes, new name for Fort Lee
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Class of ’22
shows spunk
Martin Luther King and Mahatma 

Gandhi would surely be amused 
by the cause, but we give some 

disgruntled high school seniors in Suffolk 
Public Schools credit for organizing to 
express their displeasure.

In case you missed it in Wednesday’s 
edition, four Lakeland High School stu-
dents were miffed because administrators 
reneged on a pledge to honor a longstand-
ing tradition of letting seniors wrap up 
classes a week earlier than underclassmen. 
This year, that would have been June 3. 
Instead, seniors 
were told they’d 
need to keep 
attending classes 
through June 10, 
the day before 
they receive their 
diplomas.

So they started 
an online petition 
that quickly garnered 700 signatures from 
students and their supporters.

“We want to show that we have been 
wronged for not having the same oppor-
tunity as other seniors,”  Lakeland senior 
Alexa Snyder told the News-Herald’s 
Rachel Austin.

We commend their spunk, even as we 
doubt their odds of success.

Anthonette J. Ward, community engage-
ment officer for Suffolk Public Schools, 
explained that SPS’ accreditation by the 
Virginia Department of Education could 
be jeopardized if seniors don’t complete a 
required 990 “clock hours.”

Administrators aren’t likely to lose 
accreditation to avoid hurting students’ 
feelings.

Even as we applaud the petitioners for 
making their voices heard, we confess to a 
chuckle when the students said they were 
motivated by lessons on “civil disobedi-
ence” in government class.

Every generation thinks younger gener-
ations is too “soft,” and some old-timers 
in our readership have to be shaking their 
heads over the Class of 2022’s source of 
outrage. After all, their great-grandparents 
walked five miles to school – uphill both 
ways, as the joke goes. Today, high-school-
ers are whining over an extra week of 
classes before they can get on with the rest 
of lives.

It’s not exactly as noble as protesting 
world hunger or systemic racism, but we 
agree with Ward, who said administrators 
“applaud our students for advocating for 
themselves.” 

‘Administrators 
aren’t likely to 
lose accreditation 
to avoid hurting 
students’ feelings.’

Another way of looking at future
“Build Back Better” 

was a noble-sounding 
slogan, suggesting the 

ideas and leadership of the past were 
“time worn” and needed to be tossed 
— replaced by something better, 
something more effective. 

Thus, Build Back Better was 
expected to inspire with hope that the 
world would be much better if some 
changes were put in place. It was 
promised as a positive versus a nega-
tive. We did not know King COVID 
would become the controller and we 
would have to adapt to a whole new 
way of life.

Now we are faced with some of 
the changes and familiar with some 
of the replacements. We found them 
in the grocery stores and at the gas 
tank. We heard them in language 
that is new to us. The halcyon days 
we may have known in 2018 BC 
(“Before COVID”) are now a part of 
the past. The whole world has been 
changed.

At my age, 94, I dare not make 
a judgment on how this will affect 
the future of our country, which has 
been so blessed. I know it’s not the 
first time the world has changed, 
and I have the assurance that the 
Creator God is still in control. He has 
allowed us to have insight into what 
has taken place in the past and how 
the information given us in His Word 
will continue to be truth, even into 
the future.

Reading the biblical history of 

what happened in the past makes it 
easier to see that what is taking place 
today is nothing new. While looking 
up a biblical reference this morning 
I chanced on a passage in the early 
chapters of II Samuel. I had read, 

noted and underlined 
it at some time in the 
past, but the ugly high-
lights as I saw them 
today were like a reali-
ty show.  Bible readers 
will have seen it.

The story began 
with highlights of a 
long war between the 
house of Saul and 
the house of David. 
Anything familiar 

about that in our culture today? False 
information and false charges were 
being made; revenge and retaliation 
were the order of the day. There was 
ugly language, rape and intrigue; a 
woman was disguised and sent with 
a message in the hope of solving a 
problem. Murder was the way to get 
even. King David had problems with 
the people he entrusted with lead-
ership and even with his own son, 
Absalom.

The story should remind us noth-
ing is new. As far back as the 400s 
AD St. Augustine was writing about 
the City of Man and the City of God.

The City of God will prevail 
someday. The City of Man can never 
succeed on its own merit because 
there are adversarial conflicts. This is 

God’s world, but from the beginning 
man has wanted to be in control. He 
has often attempted to rule without 
asking for God’s help and guidance. 
Except for Jesus there has never been 
a perfect person. God has chosen 
sinful but redeemed men as His mes-
sengers.

King David named one of his 
sons, Solomon, to be his successor. 
The name comes from the word for 
peace. Solomon was known for his 
wisdom. He had a magnificent tem-
ple built as a place of worship. When 
it was completed, he and the people 
knelt and worshiped at the dedica-
tion. He spread out his hands and 
acknowledged there is no God like 
the God to whom he was speaking. 
He knows God keeps His word and 
shows lovingkindness to His servants 
who walk before Him.

He reminds the people of the 
greatness of God. He believes God 
puts the power into man’s hands. He 
asks God to judge those who serve. 
Solomon wants God to teach them 
the good way (I Kings 8).

Our leaders and all the rest of us 
today would do well to unite our 
hearts’ prayers with Solomon’s and 
read, heed and remember the words 
in this prayer. 

MYRTLE V. THOMPSON is a retired mis-
sionary, a writer and an author. Her email 
address is mvtgrt@gmail.com. A  book 
about her life, “Living in Villages, Visiting in 
Palaces,” is for sale on Amazon.com,
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Ten-year throwback

From the archives: Students at Nansemond River High School got into character for the 2012 performances in “Footloose.”

It’s 2 am and Roscoe 
just ate your box 
of chocolates.

Pet Emergency 
– We’re on it.

6550 Hampton 
Roads Pkwy, #113

(at Respass Beach Rd)
Suffolk, VA 23435

thecovevets.com

757.935.9111
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To the Editor:
Enter the city limits of Suffolk 

on any of the major highways and 
you will see a small sign on the 
shoulder to the right. The sign 
reads:  “One of America’s 100 
Best Small Cities to Live — CNN 
Money Magazine 2010 — Suffolk, 
Virginia.”

How did Suffolk qualify for this 
distinction? What were the criteria 
for selection?

Twelve years have gone by from 
the date on the sign. Suffolk has 
grown economically, industrially 
and in

population. Does the Small City 
characterization still apply? Should 
the sign be removed? Are there 
new criteria to be applied?

The answer may be found in the 
statement at the heading of the City 

of Suffolk Comprehensive Plan 
2035: A Vision for the Future.

This statement asserts that 
“Suffolk is a nationally renowned, 
vibrant community committed to 
the health and vitality of its citi-
zens, which offers strategic growth 
and diverse opportunities while 
preserving local character.”

A few years ago the state of 
Virginia offered a specialized 
license plate that recognized the 
farming/agricultural heritage of 
Virginia. The year 2014 celebrat-
ed 400 years of Virginia farming. 
While agriculture contributes 
strongly to the Virginia and Suffolk 
economies, growth has moved into 
other sectors, including warehous-
ing.

Consider the proposed Pruden 
Boulevard/U.S. 460 and Pitchkettle 

Road rezoning to heavy industrial 
to allow warehouses. I suggest a 
drive on U.S. 460 toward Windsor, 
turn around at the Isle of Wight line 
and

drive back toward Suffolk. At the 
Suffolk City line look for the small 
city sign. Along the way, take in 
the landscape, the businesses and 
other activities, noting especially 
the section between Kings Fork 
Road and U.S. 58. 

Then try to picture in your mind 
what this section might look like 
in the future with the area filled in 
with fortress-like, colorless con-
crete warehouse walls. The ques-
tion should come to you — is this 
preserving local character? 

ED KAPINUS
Suffolk

Consider ‘small city’ character before rezoning
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Crime wave
is a crisis

Suffolk Police Chief Al Chandler 
is new enough to his post that he 
doesn’t bear full or even primary 

responsibility for the rash of violent crime 
and death that has engulfed the city in 
2022.

In fact, we give him credit for several 
important actions that, in time, should help 
restore order.

That said, the rookie chief must choose 
his words carefully during what is, by any 
measure, a crisis for Suffolk, especially 
its downtown area, which is on the cusp 
of greatness but 
could blow that 
potential if the 
current crime 
wave continues 
much longer.

Chandler, a 
veteran lawman 
but new to his 
role as a commu-
nity’s top cop, 
will learn quickly 
that leadership 
requires earning 
and maintaining 
the confidence of 
the citizenry you 
serve. That means 
owning a problem, not minimizing it.

In a recent interview, Chandler seemed 
to downplay the surge in violent crime this 
year, when homicides are on pace to more 
than double the six recorded in each of the 
last two years.

“We’ve always had gun violence as long 
as I’ve been here,” the chief told a reporter. 
“We are seeing it at a higher-than-normal 
level, definitely, but I guess I try to be care-
ful not to sensationalize it because the more 
people hear about it, the more people look 
to hear about it. It’s the topic of the day.”

He continued: “The numbers are higher, 
but it’s not earth-shattering. But, of course, 
any life that is lost is a tragedy.”

Actually, the current crisis is quite shat-
tering, both for the families of those killed 
or maimed and, significantly, the many 
law-abiding residents who are living in 
fear, scared to leave their homes lest they 
be robbed or walk into the path of random 
gunfire. 

We were struck during the last City 
Council meeting by the heartfelt words of a 
downtown resident, a recent transplant who 
sang Suffolk’s praises for attracting her 
here in the first place but added that safety 
concerns might soon drive her family out. 
She, like we, noted the less-than-com-
forting words from the city’s police chief, 
who’s essentially telling the citizenry to 
chill out.

Chandler would be better served to 
accept the crisis for what it is and speak 
forthrightly to the community about solu-
tions. He’s got much to talk about, includ-
ing installation of portable cameras in hot 
spots like the intersection of Saratoga and 
West Washington streets, gunshot detec-
tion technology, and special cameras that 
capture images of the rear of vehicles. We 
commend his proactiveness. 

To his credit, he’s also been quick to 
talk candidly about challenges, including 
the enormous time officers are having to 
devote to mental health calls and a broader 
manpower shortage due to unfilled patrol 
slots. 

We encourage Chandler to continue to 
beat the drum for changes, likely by the 
General Assembly, in the way government 
and society manage the growing men-
tal-health crisis. The current burden on 
police proves again that the state is treating 
mental health as a criminal problem, when 
the solution is better and more widely 
available treatment.

The chief must also press the City 
Council for better wages, benefits and 
incentives for his officers in a difficult 
labor economy that shows no signs of wan-
ing.

We continue to have high hopes for 
Chandler in his important role. Aligning his 
words with his actions will position him to 
not just endure the current crisis but make 
Suffolk safe again.

‘The current crisis 
is quite shattering, 
both for the 
families of those 
killed or maimed 
and, significantly, 
the many law-
abiding residents 
who are living in 
fear.’

Vote with the people, oppose rezoning
To the Editor:
As City Council prepares to 

vote on the Port 460 issue, I’m 
struck by what was not addressed 
in Suffolk’s official analysis of the 
project. I found the report of that 
analysis to be laser focused on the 
Port 460 facility, as if nothing else 
really matters.

Project positives were very vis-
ible: tax revenue, jobs, turn lanes 
and stop lights. Project negatives 
were not: its location at the junc-
tion of the two most dangerous 
roads in Virginia, higher risk of 
accidents/fatalities up and down 
U.S. Routes 58 and 460, increased 
gridlock potential on U.S. 58, exac-
erbating existing congestion and 
dangers on U.S. 460 from Suffolk 

to Petersburg and degradation of 
Suffolk’s livability and image. 
Issues such as these should be 
obvious to anyone charged with 
doing what’s best for Suffolk and 
its people, but in this case it fell 
entirely to the citizens to bring 
them up.

The vote looms, and still these 
issues go unaddressed: no crash 
probability analysis, no funded plan 
to complete road improvements 
before we double the traffic and 
no changes to preserve quality of 
life. Instead, we get “the trucks are 
coming whether we do this or not.” 

To that, I say:  If Choice A is 
thousands of trucks passing through 
on their way to somewhere else, 
and Choice B is those same trucks 

exiting onto a single overcrowded 
highway, shifting lanes in a hurry, 
and turning sharply into a ware-
house monstrosity, I respectfully 
request Choice A.

Council members have said 
they have never seen such public 
opposition to any other issue. Even 
the project’s supporters know in 
their hearts there is no borough of 
Suffolk whose residents would wel-
come Port 460 into their backyard. 
Council, please “vote with the peo-
ple.” If, after all this, you will not 
support the people now, then when 
will you?

MIKE HOST
Suffolk
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Ten-year throwback

From the archives: The Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation donated nearly $30,000 for the Holland Volunteer Fire Department to 
purchase equipment for vehicle extrications. From left are Firehouse Subs franchisee John King, Holland VFD Chief Mark Ellis, Suffolk 
Department of Fire and Rescue interim Chief Ed Taylor, and Chris Pietrzyk, area representative for Firehouse Subs.

To the Editor:
I have lived in Suffolk and 

Nansemond County all my life. I 
am writing to voice my concerns 
against the rezoning of 500 acres of 
farmland to heavy industrial for the 
Port 460 Logistics Center.

Recently, Suffolk has been over-
whelmed with logistic warehouse 
projects. The large multi-modal 
logistics park on U.S. 58 East has 
caused many traffic accidents and 
delays on a daily basis. I fear the 
proposed Port 460 project will 
escalate traffic congestion and acci-
dents to an intolerable situation for 
Suffolk residents. 

Suffolk already has a large area 
of land zoned heavy industrial that 
will support the Port of Virginia. I 
question the need for this project in 
this location. VDOT has previously 
published data on the high con-
gestion, crash, and fatality rates of 
U.S. 460 versus other similar roads 

in Virginia. How much worse will 
an additional 9,000 vehicle trips per 
day cause? 

If this permeable farmland is 
replaced with concrete and asphalt, 
I am concerned that it will result in 
highway and road flooding due to 
drainage problems. 

I am also concerned about how 
the Port 460 industrial site and run-
off will affect the water of Lake 
Meade and the water supply and its 
quality. Many homes in this rural 
area have wells to supply water to 
their homes, including mine.

Lastly, I am concerned with how 
this huge industrial warehouse and 
distribution center will affect the 
surrounding rural nature of residen-
tial property owners. I believe it 
will have a negative effect on sur-
rounding home and property values. 

There are other uses that fit this 
site in a more positive ways than 
another warehouse project. Also, if 

you rezone this site heavy industrial 
and things go wrong for the Port 
460 project, then many other indus-
trial activities could wind up on the 
farm. This is just not a good idea. 

The citizens of Suffolk elected 
our city councilmen to represent 
our citizens best interests, not those 
of “out of state” developers, the 
Port of Virginia or their own best 
interests.

I believe there is the appearance 
of potential conflict of interest by a 
councilmen who is with a regional 
commercial real estate firm in the 
region. Be assured, the citizens 
of Suffolk are aware of it and are 
watching. 

City Council has not faced this 
type of opposition for any other 
proposed zoning. I request that they 
deny this rezoning request.

NANCY WHITE
Suffolk

Council should deny Port 460 rezoning request
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