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The tragic, baffling and infuriat-
ing murder saga of Karla Dominguez 
has taken another bizarre turn with 
the sentencing of former bondsman 
Man Nguyen to one year in jail with 
all but 30 days suspended for “good 
behavior.” The sentencing on March 
31 followed a Jan. 26 trial where 
Nguyen was found guilty of criminal 
contempt of court for his actions in 
the Dominguez murder case.

We have two questions: How 
could the sentence have been so 
light? And exactly when does Nguy-
en’s “good behavior” begin?

Did it begin when Nguyen, at the 
time a licensed bondsman, posted 
$25,000 and signed for the release 
of Ibrahim Bouaichi, a long-time 
acquaintance, despite his emphatic 
refusal to familiarize himself with 
the terms of that bond?

During his hearing before the 
Virginia Department of Criminal 
Justice Services in September 2020, 
Nguyen said he was not aware of the 
terms of Bouaichi’s release because 
he wrote 16 to 20 bonds a week and 
it was “not his job” to track, or appar-
ently be aware of, the terms of Bouai-
chi’s bond. Nguyen’s former boss, 
Dave Gamble, testified during Nguy-
en’s trial for criminal contempt of 
court on Jan. 26 that bondsmen are 
“not responsible for the behavior” of 
those they bail out of jail, but they 
are required to “know the conditions 
of the bond.”

Did it begin when Nguyen then 
actively helped Bouaichi violate the 
terms of his bond by meeting him in 
a park, employing him at his Kiosk in 
a nearby Maryland shopping mall or, 
unbelievably, giving Bouaichi access 
to his house, car and easily findable 
handguns and ammunition, which 
Bouaichi used while Nguyen was 
away on vacation to allegedly kill 
Dominguez and then himself?

In Nguyen’s criminal contempt of 
court trial, Judge Charles Sharp said 
that Nguyen was being tried for “seri-
ous malfeasance … almost on a daily 
basis.” At the hearing when Nguy-
en’s bondsman’s license was revoked, 
presiding officer Terry C. Frye said, “I 
believe that if a bondsman is acting 
in a competent manner, he cannot 

take affirmative steps to enable the 
Defendant to violate the terms of the 
bond, which the bondsman himself 
has signed off on.” 

Did it begin when Nguyen told 
the Times in an interview in October 
2021, of which we have a voice record-
ing, that he knew Bouaichi had been 
arrested for DUI while out on bond? 
Or when, according to the Washing-
ton Post, Nguyen testified during his 
contempt of court trial that he was 
unaware of Bouaichi’s arrest for DUI? 
Both statements, one in an interview 
and one under oath, can’t be true.

“I don’t recall [when] exactly, but 
he called me and told me, ‘Yeah, I 
got arrested a month ago, blah blah 
blah, got a DUI in the Wendy’s park-
ing lot, you know,’” Nguyen said to 
the Times. “And in my mind, I’m like, 
‘If he got arrested again or whatever, 
shouldn’t pretrial violate his condi-
tion and put him back in jail?’” 

Or did Nguyen’s good behavior 
begin when he repeatedly showed no 
remorse for his role in this sad saga, 
and repeatedly denied any culpabil-
ity while blaming others?

“My only bad judgment was 
to trust this individual,” Nguyen 
said in January, defending himself 
against the charge that he violated 
the recognizance he signed by help-
ing Bouaichi violate the terms of his 
bond. Former Magistrate Elizabeth 
Fuller told the Times that before she 
reported Nguyen to DCJS and he lost 
his bondsman’s license, he came 
into the office talking about his role 
in Bouaichi’s killing of Dominguez. 
“He was telling this officer about 
what happened and almost bragging 
about it. The officer said to me, ‘You 
will never believe what he just said to 
me,’” Fuller said. 

Commonwealth’s Attorney Bryan 
Porter, who to his credit did prose-
cute Nguyen for criminal contempt 
of court, told the Times that Nguy-
en’s conviction shows “the defendant 
made a serious error for which he has 
rightly been held accountable.”

Is 30 days in jail for “good behav-
ior” being held accountable? 

Karla Dominguez was a powerless 
victim who was failed by the system 
at every turn. Say her name.

What constitutes ‘good behavior’?
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Alexandria in bloom! A redbud tree against a magnificent sky last Saturday.

‘Thank you’ in one’s own 
language opens doors
To the editor:

I love meeting people and learn-
ing about their cultures. Especially 
those who have immigrated to the 
United States. Alexandria is made up 
of residents from all over the world 
and you never know who you’ll meet 
next. 

That’s why I keep trying to learn 
how to say “thank you” in more 
languages. It opens doors, lowers 
shoulders and brings new, undiscov-
ered smiles, even over the phone.

And that’s what I do, I talk on the 
phone. I work as a case investigator 
for the Alexandria Health Depart-
ment. We contact people who receive 
a positive COVID-19 test result to 
provide guidance and assistance. Our 
phone calls can help you know what 
to do next to prevent the spread.

The other day, I called a person 
who tested positive a couple of 
months ago. This check in was to see 
if they needed support scheduling 
a COVID-19 vaccine now that they 
recovered from their illness. Yes, you 
need to be vaccinated even if you had 
COVID-19. This is your best protec-

tion to avoid reinfection.
The gentleman moved from 

Mongolia recently, I learned during 
the phone call. After verifying his 
identity, I offered him a “thank you” 
in Mongolian. He was willing to talk 
with me about how he was feeling 
and we discussed whether he needed 
help booking an appointment. A few 
days later, this Alexandrian and his 
girlfriend got their booster shots 
with a view, at the George Washing-
ton Masonic National Memorial. 

Often, when I speak to people 
who have been recently diagnosed 
with COVID-19, they are stressed out 
and frustrated. By offering a bit of 
humanity, sometimes in the form of 
someone’s native language, we can 
build some common ground and get 
through it together.

I hope that you never need my 
services as a case investigator. But if 
I do call because you had a positive 
test, thank you for answering. As a 
community, we can keep Alexandria 
healthy.

-Paul Mazzuca,
Alexandria
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Putting pressure on some-
thing that’s already bursting 
at the seams usually doesn’t 
end well.

That could mean squeezing 
into an already tight shirt af-
ter visiting an all-you-can-eat 
buffet. It could mean stuffing 
the 26th marshmallow into 
your mouth during a game of 
“chubby bunny.” Or it could 
mean crowding an already 
gridlocked roadway from mul-
tiple pressure points.

While perhaps it’s been 
a while since most residents 
played chubby bunny, it’s 
likely not been long since any 
Alexandria resident experi-
enced the unhappy delays in-
volved in traveling virtually 
any distance on Duke Street.

City planners are do-
ing their best to deal with 
Alexandria’s major road-
way that is beset with mul- 
tiple problems:

1) It’s already gridlocked 
and is getting more so with 
each new housing unit, 
whether single- or multi-fam-
ily, that’s built in the city.

2) It’s unsafe for pedestri-
ans or cyclists in its current 
configuration.

3) It’s ill-suited to rap-
id-speed public transit buses.

4) Existing gridlock 
leads to dangerous cut-
through traffic in nearby  
neighborhoods.

Our city leaders deserve 
credit for not simply ignoring 
these issues. Unfortunately, 
while each solution that’s be-
ing developed looks reason-
able when taken individually, 
when put together they will 
make Duke Street unpassable 
for people in private motor 
vehicles.

It’s been well-documented 
in this space that we think 
the negative consequences 

of Alexandria’s rapid over-
development of the past 
10 years far outweigh any  
potential benefits.

More people moving to Al-
exandria result in more cars 
on our roadways – and not 
just from new residents with 
cars. People without cars of 
their own often rely on Uber 
rides and DoorDash deliver-
ies, or on rides from friends 
with cars. More residents re-
sult in more vehicles on our 
roadways, one way or an-
other.

Duke Street in recent years 
has been the scene of sev-
eral tragic pedestrian fatali-
ties, and it’s a brave bicyclist 
that will attempt to traverse 
the crowded roadway on two 
wheels. City planners are also 
working on a design to intro-
duce a bus lane in an effort to 
get more people to ride buses 
instead of driving cars. The 
plans would simultaneously 
provide safer passage for cy-
clists and pedestrians.

Unfortunately, current 
plans call for squeezing the 
already overstuffed street by 
eliminating one of the four 
traffic lanes, at least in cer-
tain places, according to pre-
liminary renderings. Current 
plans also call for eliminat-
ing traffic cutting through 
adjacent neighborhoods by 
lengthening traffic signals to 
the point that it makes cut-
ting through take longer.

While we agree with the 
need to reduce cut-through 
traffic, the intended result 
of this effort is to force that 
traffic back onto Duke Street 
– which is the street that’s al-
ready gridlocked with traf-
fic and is likely to lose at least 
one lane in places.

Don’t strangle  
Duke Street
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A recent photo of the train tunnel that runs under Wilkes Street in Old Town.

Advice for our interim 
school superintendent 
To the editor:

It is said that the hallmark of a good 
leader is one who can be dropped into the 
middle of a maelstrom and still take his or 
her organization to a higher level. It is no 
exaggeration to state that Interim Alex-
andria City Public School Superintendent 
Melanie Kay-Wyatt, Ed.D. certainly has 
a great opportunity to be a hero for our 
schools in the wake of the outgoing super-
intendent’s less-than-stellar performance. 

I am a staunch advocate for good pub-
lic schools and do not want to dwell on the 
long litany of negative issues that have 
plagued our system under the watch of the 
last superintendent. Issues such as safety, 
disparate learning and disciplinary results 
for students of color, poor communica-
tions, low teacher morale and a lack of ac-
countability and transparency are all top 
issues that Kay-Wyatt will need to address 
when she officially takes office on Sept. 1.

Most importantly, Kay-Wyatt and the 
School Board need to stay in their respec-
tive lanes to optimize the shared goal of 
creating a world-class education for our 
children. Thankfully, the roles of each are 

simple: The superintendent works for the 
School Board, and the School Board works 
for the residents – period. The School 
Board should never be reduced to being a 
“rubber stamp” for the actions of the su-
perintendent, and a successful superinten-
dent should never bully the School Board. 
All the while, the School Board owes a duty 
to the residents to make sure that our tax 
dollars are giving us the most “bang for  
our buck.”  

Sadly, the bar for Kay-Wyatt has been 
set low by her predecessor, although this 
fact actually puts her in an enviable posi-
tion. The residents of Alexandria are gen-
erally fair-minded, and I think we have 
“superintendent fatigue.”

I didn’t appreciate the seemingly end-
less lack of respect directed at outspoken 
elected School Board members by an un-
elected superintendent. For now, we only 
need a leader who is calm, takes respon-
sibility, is results driven and is committed 
to avoiding needless self-promotion while 
putting our children first. 

-Matt Harris,
Alexandria 
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Pass the  
BURMA Act
To the editor:

This month marks five 
years since the Burmese mil-
itary committed genocide 
against the country’s eth-
nic Rohingya group, forc-
ing hundreds of thousands of 
people of all ages from their 
homes – burning villages, 
assaulting women and exe-
cuting people in cold blood.

Burma’s military has a 
long track record of violence 
and repression. Since the 
military overthrew the coun-
try’s democratically elected 
government and seized 
power in February 2021, 
shadowy tribunals have sen-
tenced more than 100 people 
to death. Four pro-democ-
racy activists – including a 
former member of parlia-
ment and a popular protest 
musician – were executed by 
the state on July 25.

The number of people in 
need of humanitarian aid in 

the country has ballooned 
from 1 million to 14 million. 
More than 700,000 people 
have had to flee their homes. 
But there’s something we can 
do to help.

The BURMA Act is im-
portant legislation awaiting 
Senate passage. It would hold 
members of the Burmese mil-
itary accountable for this vi-
olence and get much-needed 
aid to the region. It passed 
the House with strong bipar-
tisan support in April. It’s 
time for the Senate to step up 
and do the same.

U.S. leadership matters. 
And the time is now, before 
our leaders break for August 
recess, and before more lives 
are lost to perpetrators of 
genocide.

We should all urge 
our Senators to pass the  
BURMA Act.

-Ellen McHugh,
Alexandria

Long live the Torpedo Factory 
To the editor:
What follows is a letter to 
the residents of Alexandria 
from a long-time artist at 
the Torpedo Factory.
Dear Alexandria,

Thank you for your gen-
erous support for the Tor-
pedo Factory Art Center over 
the years. Your continued fi-
nancial investment creates 
a cultural institution with 
far-reaching influences that 
benefit our community, the 
D.C. area and even the coun-
try. It has undoubtedly had a 
profound impact on me.

Alexandria is my ad-
opted hometown. My par-
ents grew up together in the 
Los Angeles area. As an Army 
Officer stationed at the Pen-
tagon, my father moved our 
family to Fairfax County 
Alexandria in 1973. I at-
tended Mount Vernon High 
School and graduated from  
Virginia Tech.

During my last two years 
at the university, I moved to 
the City of Alexandria as a 
student to take classes and 
help inaugurate the new 
Washington-Alexandria Ar-
chitecture Center, an urban 
extension of the Virginia 
Tech School of Architecture 
+ Design, now located on 
Prince Street. I have lived in 
the city ever since. My wife 
and I currently reside in the 
Del Ray neighborhood.

I joined the Torpedo Fac-
tory Art Center in 1983. As a 

resident artist for 38 years, 
I have been able to devote 
my life to my art and grow 
from the opportunities af-
forded to me by Alexandria. 
My artwork takes the archi-
tectural hand skills I learned 
in school and explores them 
as an art form. For example, 
what new expressions result 
when architectural drafting, 
rendering and model making 
are applied to a portrait or 
landscape? My most recent 
work finds art in science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics concepts. 
You can find two of my dig-
ital drawings on aluminum, 
inspired by electromag-
netism and the Fermilab 
bubble chamber, hanging at 
the Principle Gallery on King 
Street through Aug. 21.

As an artist and Alexan-
drian, I have participated 
in many citywide art initia-
tives. I first rubbed elbows 
with City Council in 1987 at 
the premiere of the Target 
Gallery. I led Torpedo Fac-
tory artists, in collaboration 
with the city, to establish 
the Target Gallery as a way 
to bring artists in from be-
yond the Art Center’s walls. 
For several years, I chaired 
the City’s Public Art com-
mittee and was a member 
of the Alexandria Commis-
sion for the Arts. I initiated 
and authored the Public Art 
Committee addendum to the 
Waterfront Small Area Plan. 

I was a community stake-
holder for both the design 
competition for Freedman 
Cemetery and the public art 
there. I also led an unsuc-
cessful bid to celebrate with 
public art “The Man Who 
Killed Jim Crow,” Charles 
Hamilton Houston.

But alas, my tenure is 
coming to a close. My resi-
dency at the Art Center will 
end on Sept. 30. Although 
recently selected in the 2022 
Open Call for Resident Art-
ists, the jurors lowered my 
status to Artist Pro Tem. I 
believe the loss of my stu-
dio can be attributed to the 
City of Alexandria’s new ALL 
Alexandria policy that is in-
formed by Resolution 2974. 
Whatever the cause, I accept 
my fate. I will vacate Studio 
222 to make room for a new 
artist moving in on Oct. 1.

The Torpedo Factory Art 
Center is a brilliant idea that 
complements Alexandria’s 
storied history with the 
arts sense of now. I’m lucky 
to have been a part of it for  
so long. 

My goal for the future is 
to take what I learned from 
engaging with the public in 
my Torpedo Factory studio 
and share my experiences 
online. Once again, thank 
you for your generous sup-
port and for giving me the 
space to grow as an artist. 

-Matthew Harwood,
Alexandria

To the editor:
During the Jan. 6 hear-

ings, we’ve heard from former 
members of administration 
of former President Donald 
Trump and Republican state 
officials about how Trump and 
his allies worked together to 
try and overthrow our democ-
racy because the 2020 presi-
dential election didn’t go their 
way. Now, they’re working to 
make sure all of our elections 
go their way in the future, 
whether we vote for them or 
not. 

Already, Trumpers in of-
fice have changed state laws 
to weaken our freedom to 
vote and threatened Repub-
lican election administra-
tors who won’t go along with 
them. Now, they’re running 

candidates for key election 
administration offices, from 
secretary of state to county 
clerks. Should they win their 
elections this fall, these offi-
cials won’t hesitate to over-
turn future elections if they or 
their MAGA allies lose.

This completely under-
mines the tenets of our de-
mocracy. The only way we’re 
going to protect our elections 
is to fight back and make our 
voices heard. 

We have to cast our bal-
lots in the upcoming midterm 
elections. It’s up to us to hold 
election deniers accountable 
at the polls and elect democ-
racy defenders up and down 
the ballot on Nov. 8.

-Michael Sanger,
Alexandria, Fairfax County

Defend democracy

Imagine going through 
that buffet and then, in-
stead of attempting to 
squeeze into your existing 
too-small shirt, you choose 
one that’s two sizes smaller. 
You simply won’t fit.

Pedestrian and bicycle 
safety improvements need 
to happen. This should 
be done by reconfiguring 

without losing any existing 
lanes for privately owned 
vehicles. In places where 
that’s not possible, widen 
Duke Street. 

If bus lanes must be 
added, then that addition 
should be done by widen-
ing Duke Street rather than 
eliminating private vehicle 
lanes. If that can’t be done, 
then punt the bus lanes, 
even if that means turning 

down grant money.
If a chubby bunny par-

ticipant already has 25 
marshmallows in their 
mouth and you attempt 
to cram six more in at 
once, they will choke. We 
shouldn’t strangle Alex-
andria’s motorists with 
well-intentioned but mis-
guided plans. Look at the 
whole picture and not the 
individual pieces.
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Two stories in the Alexandria Times in the last two weeks high-
light the shift of our school district from emphasizing education to 
pushing ideology – and the dismal results this shift is producing. 
Any decision that doesn’t ask the question: “Will this decision help 
students learn better?” is ideologically focused rather than educa-
tion based.

Last week’s story “School Board ponders grading changes” re-
vealed that a consultant hired by ACPS is proposing, among other 
things, that penalties be removed for students who don’t complete 
homework – which would effectively make homework optional. The 
proposal was tabled after being roundly criticized, including by a 
student School Board representative, but School Board Chair Mea-
gan Alderton made it clear that she supports ultimate passage. 

It’s difficult to know which statements were most troubling from 
this meeting. Was it Alderton’s assertion that ACPS teachers “are 
pawns of the institutions that gave us our education”? Yes, we’re all 
influenced by the environment in which we are raised and educated. 
But labeling teachers as “pawns” is a step too far, as it implies that 
educators are not capable of thinking for themselves, or of sifting 
the wheat from the chaff. 

The most shocking revelation was that ACPS teachers were not 
involved in developing the homework proposal. Our School Board 
was asked to pass a radical departure from the way ACPS educators 
currently teach – four days into the school year – without giving 
them input into the proposal. 

That outgoing Superintendent Gregory Hutchings, Ed.D., at 
his last School Board meeting voiced support for an ideologically 
rooted proposal from an outside consultant that teachers had no 
say in developing speaks volumes about his priorities during his 
tenure at ACPS.

While all manner of changes are being made in the name of “eq-
uity,” it’s amazing what hasn’t been done. From our perspective, eq-
uity in education should mean making decisions that are geared 
toward raising all students up.

Was it equitable that ACPS remained closed to large-scale, in-per-
son learning much longer than other school districts in Virginia, 
including longer than all of our Northern Virginia counterparts, 
during the COVID-19 pandemic? Particularly when test results fairly 
quickly showed that minority students, English-language learners 
and students with disabilities – in short, the very groups that equity 
is supposed to help – were faring worst with remote learning? The 
achievement gap widened during COVID-19. There’s a straight line 
from this fact to decisions made by Hutchings and the School Board.

This week’s front-page story “Alexandria SOL scores lag behind 
state” on 2021-2022 school year Standards of Learning data further 
reveals the extent to which ACPS trails  the rest of Virginia in edu-
cating our students. It’s simply unacceptable that more than half of 
our students are not proficient in math or science – and that ACPS 
lags 17 and 16 percentage points behind the average Virginia school 
in these categories.

Yes, the COVID-19 pandemic hurt learning. But all Virginians 
were subject to the same pandemic. In fact, vaccination locations 
and medical care were much more readily available in Northern Vir-
ginia than in rural parts of the state.

When an ideological agenda is prioritized over educational at-
tainment – and is done as blatantly as it has been at ACPS these past 
four years – it’s apt to wonder just who the pawns are and what the 
chess master is after.

Education vs. ideology
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Lee Street Park on Labor Day.

Rethink stream restorations
To the editor:

According to Mayor Justin Wilson, 
streams like Taylor Run, Strawberry Run 
and Lucky Run – which carry stormwater 
off city streets, parking lots and yards – 
are in the city’s crosshairs and must be re-
stored to reduce pollution that harms the 
Chesapeake Bay.

But restored - why and how, you might 
ask. The “why” is because the city says these 
stream channels are a big source of nutrient 
pollutants like nitrogen, phosphorus and 
fine sediments that can be washed down-
stream into the Bay when it rains. 

Although these stream channels are not 
actually the major source of the pollution, 
the city doesn’t really care because it sim-
ply wants to obtain credit for reducing this 
pollution. How does it do that if the streams 
are not the source of this pollution? It re-
lies on flawed quasi-scientific models that 
are supported by states like Virginia, which 

also doesn’t care about the science behind 
these projects. Both parties simply want to 
make the Environmental Protection Agency 
believe they have helped save the Bay by 
restoring urban streams like Taylor Run, 
Strawberry Run and Lucky Run.

In this arrangement, Alexandria receives 
a state grant to help fund this ecological de-
struction. Everyone wins except for the Bay 
and forested streams like Taylor Run, which 
are bulldozed and reengineered using what 
are perversely called natural channel design 
techniques.

This type of stream restoration also en-
ables Alexandria to avoid doing anything 
extra to curb the impact of development on 
these streams and the Bay. For example, the 
stormwater that runs off Bradlee Shopping 
Center, which carries pollutants of all sorts 
into streams including Taylor Run and into 
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