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At Virginia Oncology Associates, we understand every cancer is 
unique and so is every patient we treat. Our team of experienced 
physicians and sta� provide advanced care, innovative 
technology, and personalized treatment options. This includes 
research and groundbreaking clinical trials taking place right here 
in Hampton Roads, giving our patients access to therapies not yet 
available outside of the studies. Virginia Oncology Associates is 
an a�liate of the US Oncology Network, one of the largest cancer 
treatment and research networks in the country. This a�liation 
enables us to incorporate the expertise of nearly 1,350 physicians 
nationwide into our delivery of patient care.
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Clarification

In its Aug. 10 edition, The Smithfield Times re-
ported that Judge Carl Eason ordered Isle of Wight to 
pay $11,645 in attorney fees to School Board member 
Michael Vines following the latest unsuccessful recall 
attempt, but allowed the county to deduct whatever 
payment insurance makes from the county’s obliga-
tion. In the event the School Board’s insurance policy 
provided to Vines pays its listed cap of $200 per attor-
ney hour and $95 per paralegal hour, the county would 
be able to deduct roughly $8,500 from its obligation.

Clearing up 
‘cutthroatedness’ 

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

As a member of the Elec-
toral Board, Mr. Caleb Kitch-
en should ensure the integri-
ty of the election-rather than 
attacking citizens as “cut-
throated” (“Petition flaws 
don’t alter ballot,” July 27). 

I’ve requested the Elec-
toral Board amend the July 
25 meeting minutes to reflect 
the ballot petitions requested 
under FOIA accurately.    

The first petitions re-
quested under FOIA were 
for Michael Vines. Lewis 
Edmonds requested them 
on June 30 to understand 
why Mr. Vines was willing 
to interfere with an elec-
tion primary on June 21 to 
collect signatures on the 
day they were due. After 
reviewing them, he found a 
ballot petition with a sloppy 
notary section that included 
an incorrect notary expira-
tion date, almost illegible 
registration number and 
no notary stamp (a material 
omission). He immediately 
reported the material omis-
sion to the general registrar. 

Upon hearing this, on 
July 6, I requested the ballot 
petitions for Mark Wooster 
and Renee Dial because I 
had collected signatures on 
behalf of Mr. Wooster. I no-
ticed the circulator on one 
of Mrs. Dial’s ballot petitions 
did not provide an address (a 
material omission), which I 
immediately reported to the 
general registrar. 

On July 7, another citi-
zen requested Ms. Valerie 
Butler’s ballot petitions and 

noticed most of her petitions 
were missing a full address 
for the circulator (a material 
omission). Only one page 
actually qualified. I don’t 
know if this was immedi-
ately reported to the general 
registrar. 

Amongst a few of the pe-
titions were other reported 
instances to the Electoral 
Board where it appeared 
that two signatures were the 
same (i.e., that one person 
may have signed two or more 
names).

I don’t know why Mr. 
Kitchen only confirmed part 
of this story to Ms. Butler, 
which led to her irresponsi-
ble claims of a racist “witch 
hunt.” Nor why he felt com-
pelled to describe this as 
“cutthroated” when it ap-
pears that people in the coun-
ty want electoral integrity. 

I hope the Electoral Board 
accepts my request. Further-
more, the material omissions 
for each candidate should be 
publicly released as some of 
the candidates’ names who 
were listed publicly were 
not in the same degree as Mr. 
Vines’ egregious omissions. 
Mr. Kitchen should stick to 
the facts instead of feeding 
Ms. Butler’s tired narrative.

Heidi Swartz
Windsor

Market needs
more farmers

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

Not too many years ago 
we went to the Smithfield 
Farmers Market and met 
many local farmers selling 
the chickens, eggs, beef, mi-

crogreens and a wide variety 
of summer fruits and vege-
tables raised on their farms. 
Today only a few farmers are 
at the market. The market 
seems to be geared toward 
other products found often 
at local fairs like crafts and 
prepared foods.

As plans proceed with 
the market at Grange, we 
do hope that there will be a 
considerable effort to draw 
more local farmers with 
their homegrown foods. We 
really miss the farmers and 
their wares.

Brenda Williams
Smithfield

Roushia regrets
Hampton remarks

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

The purpose of this mem-
orandum is to correct com-
ments made by Mr. Paul 
Roushia during the  most 
recent Isle of Wight Coun-
ty School Board meeting 
(“Sniffing out school vio-
lence,” Aug. 10).

During Mr. Roushia’s 
speech he made mention of 
the contract with Hampton 
City Schools. In his com-
ments he said that Hampton 
City Schools had a gun prob-
lem, a drug problem and a 
vape problem, and that they 
contacted us to help them 
fix it. That is not indicative 
of the situation in Hampton 
City Schools or the relation-
ship and partnership that 
has been established with 
Hampton City Schools. 

Most importantly, Hamp-
ton City Schools contacted us 
as a proactive measure to be 

an additional layer of their 
safety and security proto-
cols they have in place. The 
reason for the contract was 
not reactive in nature. The 
contract was in place prior 
to the most recent tragedy in 
Uvalde and other high-pro-
file school shootings.  

It was stressed to us 
during contract negotia-
tions that Hampton City 
Schools wanted to put  pre-
ventative steps in place to 
prevent that from happening 
in their schools. The prob-
lem of  drugs and vapes in 
schools has been brought to 
our attention, but it was not 
mentioned during  discus-
sions with Hampton City 
Schools. In fact, Hampton 
City Schools has its own nar-
cotics dog and does not uti-
lize us for this service. Other 
local school districts have 
brought that up, though, as a 
problem they are facing and 
have asked how K9 teams 
would impact that.  

Mr. Roushia deeply re-
grets that the comments 
made during the open forum 
as they were not  correct, and 
therefore has portrayed a 
negative image of Hampton 
City Schools. The following  
link done in partnership with 
Hampton City Schools does a 
great job at explaining the 
School K9  Safety Initiative 
from the school’s perspec-
tive: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=zy4kXvO5d-
J4&t=18s 

James Overton
Director of marketing & 

business development
American K-9 Interdic-

tion LLC
Carrsville
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Dispatches
from

Wharf 
Hill
By Steve 
Stewart

Until last week, I considered Isle of 
Wight County School Board member 
Michael Vines to be an unimportant 
side show — loose-lipped, quick-tem-
pered and beleaguered, but mostly 
well-intentioned and undeserving of 
recall from public office, as his critics 
have sought.

Then came Thurs-
day night’s School 
Board meeting, where 
Vines revealed a deep-
er flaw and rendered 
himself, in these eyes, 
unworthy of elected 
service to the import-
ant cause of public 
education in this com-
munity.

Vines’ attack on the 
integrity of this newspaper — and one 
of Virginia’s best journalists, Stephen 
Faleski — might rate as the most 
shameful performance by a public 
official I’ve ever witnessed. And, in 
four decades of editing and publishing 
community newspapers, let’s just say 
I’ve seen some doozies.

Under the glare of the political spot-
light and the prospect of a defamation 
lawsuit by his chief critic, Windsor 
resident Lewis Edmonds, Vines showed 
his true colors, throwing Faleski under 
the metaphorical bus to try to save his 
own hide.

Confronted by Edmonds about his 
comment in last week’s edition attrib-
uting Edmonds’ latest, unsuccessful 
recall effort to petitioners’ contempt for 

Black board members, Vines claimed 
he didn’t say it. In other words, that 
Faleski, for whom fabrication would 
be a career-ending offense, just made 
stuff up.

“I believe The Smithfield Times mis-
quoted me,” Vines said in response to 
Edmonds’ public comments at the end 

of the School Board’s 
Aug. 11 meeting. “They 
wrote a lot of things 
that I did not say. And 
I apologize for them 
misquoting me, and for 
that very reason that’s 
why I declined to, not to 
give them an interview 
this entire year. But Mr. 
Faleski, Stephen Fales-
ki, came to me, called 

me on the phone while I was at work. 
And he took key words, and he put his 
words to those words. I don’t believe 
you are a racist. I never stated that. And 
if it’s an open apology what you want, I 
will apologize for The Smithfield Times 
for what they wrote. But I did not say 
that, what they wrote.”

For the record, the Times doesn’t 
need anyone, especially Vines, to 
apologize on our behalf. We own our 
mistakes when they occur, as evi-
denced by occasional corrections and 
clarifications published prominently 
on this page. In this case, there were 
no mistakes. Faleski reported what 
Vines said.

Now that Vines has publicly de-
famed him, here’s what you should 

know about Stephen Faleski. Many of 
you already know, because you stop 
me on the street, call me and send me 
emails to tell me so. Faleski works 
tirelessly to keep the citizens of Isle of 
Wight and Surry informed about the 
activities of their local governments 
and the people who lead them. His jour-
nalism is regularly recognized among 
the best statewide by the Virginia Press 
Association. He is meticulous and, like 
the best journalists, values accuracy 
above all else. 

I’ve employed dozens of journalists 
over the years, and Faleski rates right 
at the top. I also know him to be a man 
of impeccable moral character who is 
appalled by racial bias of any degree. 
Knowing just how much racial hatred 
exists in this world, he’d never fabricate 
someone’s allegation of racism. 

What Vines didn’t mention Thurs-
day night is that Edmonds sent him 
an email last week seeking a public 
clarification or retraction of his racism 
claim. Such a request is a prerequisite 
to a slander lawsuit under Virginia law.

Instead of manning up and taking 
responsibility for his words, Vines 
took the coward’s way out and falsely 
blamed a journalist who was simply do-
ing his job. The citizens of Isle of Wight 
deserve better representation on their 
School Board.

Steve Stewart is pubisher of The 
Smithfield Times. His email address is 
steve.stewart@smithfieldtimes.com.    

Vines shows true colors 
with attack on reporter
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personal disasters, the res-
cue squad has always been 
on the front line of aiding the 
community, and for nearly 
a half-century, John Treier 
was right there. His service 
to Isle of Wight was simply 
incalculable.

Alvin Wilson
Alvin Wilson, who died 

in September, was a person 
of multiple interests and 
talents — musician, entre-
preneurial barber and, first 
and last, educator of young 
people. He rarely traveled 
far from his roots on Mill 
Swamp Road in Isle of Wight, 
working much of his life 
in Surry County, as school 
band director, administra-
tor and ultimately assistant 
superintendent of the county 
system.

One of his proudest ac-
complishments was in mu-
sic. While he was directing 
music at L.P. Jackson Mid-
dle School in Dendron in 
the 1970s, he organized a 
jazz band. Jazz was new to 
high school music programs 
back then, but Wilson saw in 

jazz an avenue wide open for 
exploration by students. 

The L.P. Jackson jazz en-
semble, under his guidance, 
actually produced a locally 
popular jazz CD. Wilson 
saw the effort as a means 
of fostering budding music 
careers and potential college 
scholarships.

He retired from service in 
Surry and spent a few years 
in North Carolina as an as-
sistant principal, but came 
back home to his barbershop 
and his love of education. 

Wilson made an unsuc-
cessful bid for a seat on 
the Isle of Wight School 
Board, losing to Tina Hill, 
who served briefly before 
resigning to move to Geor-
gia, where her husband had 
taken a job. Wilson ran a sec-
ond time to fill the vacancy 
created by her resignation 
and won the seat that he 
subsequently held until his 
retirement not long before 
his death.

Fellow School Board 
member Denise Tynes cred-
ited Wilson with always 
putting the county’s students 
first during his time on the 

School Board. 
That can well have been 

said of his entire life, both 
in Isle of Wight and Surry 
counties. Generations of 
young people in both coun-
ties were positively touched 
by his work.

Tommy Darden
Some people contribute 

positively simply through 
the work they perform, the 
traditions they preserve 
and their personality. That 
describes Tommy Darden, 
county native, farmer, deer 
hunter, owner of Darden’s 
Country Store and all-
around good guy, who died 
in September. 

Under the leadership of 
Tommy and his wife, Dee 
Dee, Darden’s Store has 
become a symbol of rural 
life in Isle of Wight County. 
The couple doggedly kept 
the store going long after 
country stores throughout 
the area had closed. 

Entering Darden’s Store 
is like stepping into a time 
machine. Tommy’s place 
in the corner next to the 

cash register is vacant, but 
a Darden family member 
or employee will offer the 
same warm greeting he did 
for years.

Tommy was also an ex-
pert in curing country hams, 
which became the store’s 
trademark. He has passed 
that craft down to his son, 
and his family assures us 
they will continue not only 
operating the store but cur-
ing delicious country hams 
for years to come.

A ham sandwich from 
Darden’s Store is special. 
You can get one on white 
bread with mayonnaise — 
the way it’s supposed to be 
made — and sit at a stool in 
the front of the store to eat it 
and drink a soda if you like.

Tommy will be missed, 
but thankfully his legacy 
— a tiny glimpse of rural 
commerce — will continue.

John Edwards is publish-
er emeritus of The Smithfield 
Times. His email address is 
j.branchedwards@gmail.
com.

• Continued from p. 2
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Watching hundreds of 
dejected, angry citizens file 
out of the Smithfield Center 
on a hot July night in 2021, 
this scribe, then a new 
observer of local politics, 
pondered two possibilities.

Either Mayor Carter 
Williams had amassed 
political capital unlike 
anything I’d seen in four 
decades of covering small-
town politics, or he was in 
deep trouble come the next 
election.

As the council ignored 
massive opposition and 
approved an 800-unit hous-
ing development on the 
eastern edge of town, Wil-
liams, who wielded the 
gavel during a contentious 
meeting, personified what 
many in the crowd saw as 
town leaders’ indifference 

to, even disdain of, the will 
of the people. The mayor 
was gruff, impatient and 
disinterested as one 
speaker after anoth-
er fretted about the 
potentially harmful 
effects of the housing 
development on their 
way of life.

It’s been said that 
voters have short 
memories, and Elec-
tion Day was still 16 
months away that 
fateful night. This 
time, they didn’t for-
get.

Williams finished dead 
last in a five-candidate 
field, a cruel ending to a 
distinguished tenure in 
public service. Between 
the Mallory Scott approval 
and the election, Williams 

was honored by the Rotary 
and Ruritan clubs as Smith-
field’s Citizen of the Year, 

evidence of his loyalty and 
love of his hometown. It 
could be argued, reason-
ably, that he deserved bet-
ter than what the voters 
inflicted on Nov. 8.

A common characteris-

tic of small-town leadership 
like Smithfield’s that’s been 
in power a while is pater-

nalism — the notion 
that they have the 
town’s best interest 
at heart, uniquely 
understand what’s 
right and what’s 
wrong and don’t re-
ally need to know 
what the common-
ers think. When that 
mind-set creeps in, 
transparency is its 
first victim. Why 
should we make gov-
ernment more acces-

sible when we already have 
the answers?

No one I know was sur-
prised that Steve Bowman, 
a beloved and respected for-
mer town police chief and 
lifelong lawman, claimed 

one of the election’s four 
seats on the Town Council. 
That he torched the rest 
of the field and was the 
runaway top vote-getter fol-
lowing a campaign focused 
on openness and transpar-
ency sent a strong message, 
though, reinforced by vot-
ers’ selection of newcomer 
Jeff Brooks, who’s lived in 
Smithfield about as long as 
I have. Brooks, like Bow-
man, promised a new era 
of responsiveness in town 
government.

It wasn’t a coincidence 
that Councilman Wayne 
Hall, who opposed the Mal-
lory Scott project, was the 
top vote-getter among in-

cumbents on the ballot.
None of this is to suggest 

that elected officials should 
always be constrained by 
public opinion. There are 
rare cases in public service 
(perhaps Mallory Scott was 
one) that require a vote of 
conscience rather than of 
expediency. But when you 
cast it, you best not be smug 
and dismissive of your con-
stituents. They’ll remind 
you just who’s in charge.

Steve Stewart is publish-
er of The Smithfield Times. 
His email address is steve.
stewart@smithfieldtimes.
com.

Smithfield voters send strong message

Correction

The Smithfield Times incorrectly reported in its 
Oct. 16 and 30 editions that SolarGen USA LLC was 
the original developer of the Ho-Fel solar farm now 
under the ownership of Pine Gate Renewables. The 
original developer was Colorado-based Aquasan, of 
which SolarGen of Virginia LLC is a subsidiary.
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You could see the shakeup of Isle of Wight County’s 
School Board coming from a mile 
away.

Or at least a year away.
I wrote in this space in October 

2021 that newcomer John Collick’s 
upstart bid to oust then-School 
Board Chairwoman Jackie Carr 
in that fall’s election would be a 
bellwether for 2022.

“If Collick, who moved to the 
county in January, defeats Carr, 
a lifelong county resident, beloved 
former principal of Carrsville 
Elementary School and five-year 
school board member, it will sig-
nal a revolution that will in short 
order reshape the school board and 
hasten the departure of Superintendent Jim Thornton, 
whether by his choice or the board’s,” I predicted at 
the time.

Carr didn’t make it to Election Day in 2021, bailing 
out of a race that was fast tilting Collick’s way. Thornton 
followed suit a few months later, blaming critics of the 
school division’s equity and inclusion initiatives for 
his early retirement.

Carr and Thornton, after initially underestimating 
their critics, saw the handwriting 
on the wall: a voter backlash in the 
fall of 2022 that would give Collick 
two like-minded colleagues and 
an ideological majority on the 
five-member School Board. The 
reshaped board, including Jason 
Maresh and Mark Wooster, who 
trounced their incumbent oppo-
nents last month, convenes for the 
first time this week with a clear 
mandate for change.

Those lamenting a “conser-
vative takeover” of Isle of Wight 
County Schools can direct much 
of the blame to Thornton, Carr and 
other School Board incumbents, 

who incorrectly assessed 2021 grumbling about equity 
and inclusion efforts as the work of a few malcontents 
trying to inject national politics into local schools. The 
IWCS contingent wasn’t alone. Terry McAuliffe did the 
same in the simultaneous gubernatorial race and blew 
an election that nobody thought he could lose in a state 
that had seemingly “gone blue.”

McAuliffe’s declaration during a debate that “I don’t 

think parents should be telling schools what they should 
teach” started Republican Glenn Youngkin on his way 
to the massive upset.

There’s an honest debate to be had about the role 
of educators in thorny topics like race relations and 
gender identity, but the public education bureaucracy, 
personified by McAuliffe and Thornton, was dismissive, 
defensive and indignant. Centrist and conservative par-
ents, who are a solid majority of the state’s electorate 
outside Richmond and the northern Virginia suburbs, 
didn’t like being told that instruction topics and student 
reading materials were none of their business. That was 
especially true here in Isle of Wight.

New Superintendent Theo Cramer understands the 
dynamics much more astutely. Early in his tenure, he’s 
listened intently to any stakeholder with a concern -- and 
acted quickly when they make a good point, such as the 
inappropriateness of sexually explicit instructional 
content linked on a middle school’s website.

His relationship with the overhauled School Board 
will be interesting to watch.

Steve Stewart is publisher of The Smithfield Times. 
His email address is steve.stewart@smithfieldtimes.com.

the Allied invasion of Nor-
mandy, German prisoners 
of war became numerous. 
Thousands were shipped 
across the Atlantic and 
many of them ended up 
in Hampton Roads, where 
a major prisoner of war 
camp was established in 
Princess Anne County.

When it came time to 
dig peanuts in the fall 
of 1944, the Army sent 
truckloads of Germans 
into Isle of Wight to learn 
how to shake peanut vines 
and shock them. Armed 
guards came along as well, 
of course.

There were stories also 
of ration cards. Every-
thing needed by the mil-
itary for the war effort 
was rationed — gasoline, 

tires, sugar, coffee and 
canned goods were among 
the items most needed and 
most carefully doled out.

Others my age — the 
Baby Boomers — knew 
war from a bit different 
perspective, for most of 
their fathers, a generation 
younger than mine, had 
served somewhere during 
the war. For them, and 
their parents, “Remember 
Pearl Harbor” had differ-
ent connotations.

A war love story
I had the opportunity 

recently to deliver a talk 
about Enola Gay copilot 
Bob Lewis to the Great 
Bridge Daughters of the 
American Revolution, who 

were observing Veterans 
Day.

A highlight  of  that 
meeting was a comment by 
each member about their 
military connections and 
some family wartime tale. 
The most poignant came 
from Rebecca Webb.

Her grandfather James 
Battle Draper was a para-
trooper with the 82nd Air-
borne. He was engaged to 
marry Katherine Wear, a 
Red Cross worker he met 
while serving. 

The couple’s wedding 
plans set the stage for what 
happened. He parachuted 
into Italy and, once on the 
ground, buried his para-
chute. He later retrieved 
the parachute and man-
aged to ship it back home 

to his fiancée. She, in turn, 
took it to a seamstress 
to have a wedding gown 
made from the silk. She 
bought two packs of ciga-
rettes with ration stamps 
and gave them to the seam-
stress in payment.

James made it home, 
the couple was married 
and last month, Mrs. Webb 
displayed the wedding 
gown made of a parachute 
to fellow club members.

Tales of veterans’ ex-
periences never grow old, 
nor should they.

John Edwards is pub-
lisher emeritus of  The 
Smithfield Times. His email 
address  is  j .branched-
wards@gmail.com.

School Board turnover was predictable

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Surry County resident 
Darrell Boothe is propos-
ing to repurpose the old 
Blackwater Sportsman 
Club near Dendron into a 
restaurant.

The county’s Planning 
Commission gave the pro-
posal a favorable recom-
mendation at its Nov. 21 
meeting.

Pigeon Swamp Farm, of 
which Boothe is president, 
has requested conditional 
rezoning of the 2.36-acre 
property from its present 
agricultural-rural (A-R) 
district to local business 
(B-1).

The commission’s pub-
lic hearing on the matter, 
held the same night as the 
vote, drew only one speak-
er: Donna Slade. Slade, 
who owns a farm near the 
property, said her parents 
had given the land for the 
clubhouse in 1957, and 
urged the commissioners 
to reject the proposed com-
mercial use.

“I want to preserve the 
rural nature of our coun-
ty,” Slade said.

Lane Hargoder, an engi-
neer representing the ap-
plicant, however, assured 
the commissioners that 
Boothe was “not your Mc-
Donald’s or Burger King 
developer.”

“This is a retiree who 
has taken his hard-earned 
money … and is looking 
to reinvigorate a property 
that has sat vacant for as 
long as anyone can remem-
ber,” Hargroder said.

The clubhouse was still 
being used for family re-
unions as of 2006, according 
to The Smithfield Times’ 
online archives. As of 2007, 
the site was being used 
as one of five unmanned, 
county-run dump sites. It 
closed later that year when 
the county transitioned 
to its three manned trash 
collection centers.

According to Hargrod-
er, it is Boothe’s intention 
to leave the property in as 

close to as-is condition as 
possible, save for doing 
what must be done to com-
ply with Virginia Depart-
ment of Health regulations 
for restaurants.

A submitted conceptual 
plan shows the roughly 
3,000-square-foot, one-story 
building flanked on three 
sides by a new asphalt 
parking lot with 41 spaces. 
Access would be via Club-
house Road. The submitted 
plan does not specify the 
number of tables or type of 
food that would be served.

The approval recom-
mendation passed 5-0. 
Commissioner Steve Ber-
ryman abstained on count 
of being a landowner on 

Blackwater Road, which 
connects to Clubhouse 
Road. Commissioners Judy 
Lyttle, Thomas Hardy, Car-
men Judkins, Earl Newby 

and William Seward IV 
were absent.

The matter will next 
head to Surry County’s 
Board of Supervisors.

Surry planners OK converting clubhouse to restaurant

Staff report

A  m a n  w a n t e d  o n 
f i r s t - d e g r e e  m u r d e r 
charges in connection 
with a triple shooting 
turned himself in to the 
Surry County Sheriff’s 
Office the evening of Dec. 
2, after his wanted poster 

began circulating on social 
media.

Deputies in neighbor-
ing Sussex County had 
sought the public’s help 
earlier that day in locating 
46-year-old Shelton Lemar-
shall Hardy, also known as 
“Big Country.”

The poster states Sus-

sex deputies responded to 
the 200 block of Railroad 
Avenue in Waverly in 
response to a reported 
triple shooting and found 
a female victim with a gun-
shot wound to her upper 
torso and two deceased 
men face down on the 
floor. Hardy is said to have 

fled the scene of the shoot-
ing and left his vehicle in 
Surry County.

Hardy faces two counts 
of first-degree murder, 
one count of attempted 
murder, and one count 
of use of a firearm in the 
commission of a felony.

Murder suspect surrenders in Surry
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