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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The Suffolk News-Herald 
recently sat down with the city 
Police Chief Al Chandler, who 
had been the interim chief for 
more than a year before becoming 
the permanent chief in January. 

He answered questions about a 
range of issues. 

In this part, he addresses issues 
regarding the department’s per-
ception among the public, the 
decertification of officers, the use 
of technology in policing, a pro-
posed new Suffolk Police training 
center in Whaleyville and mental 
health calls. 

Part I of the interview appeared 
in the April 3 print edition and 
can be found at www.suffolk-
newsherald.com. Part II of the 
interview appears here and was 
lightly edited for clarity. 

SNH: In a sense, you can 
do things right 98% of the 
time, but the 2% you get some-
thing wrong, people get upset 
and then there’s this idea that 

there’s a bias, or you’re being 
careless, but even in that 98%, 
you know you can still do bet-
ter. 

Chandler:  Here’s one of the big 
differences that I carry over from 
this particular, what I’ll call the 
G eorge Floyd era, is, taking that 
same 98%  of the time we get it 
right and 2%  we get it wrong,  
dialing in and looking at that 2% , 
you realize that that 2%  can cost 
somebody their life. That 2%  can 
cost someone their freedom. That 
2%  can cost someone their job. 
That 2%  can cost someone custo-
dy of their children. That 2%  can 
change a life. 

In the vast majority of cases, it 
really doesn’t. It just hurts feel-
ings, but in that, that erodes our 
citizens’ belief that we’re capable 
of making the big decisions that 
do change lives. So drilling down 
and trying to get that 2%  down 
to 1% . And when we get to 1% , 
trying to get to a half percent, 
when we get to a half percent, try 
to get to a quarter percent. That is 
what makes a great organization. 

We may never get to 1% , but we 
should never stop trying. 

SNH: And you’re trying to 
make sure that people have an 
accurate perception of who you 
are as a department, what your 
values are and what you’re 
aiming to do within the law that 
you’re trying to uphold. 

Chandler:  Correct. One of the 
things that we try to show, and 
keep in mind is, let’s take the 
G eorge Floyd situation as a great 
for instance. The officer that cre-
ated that situation, that committed 

BY RACHEL AUSTIN
STAFF WRITER

With COVID-19 restric-
tions no longer in place, a 
Suffolk church’s annual 
Easter play is back to full-
scale production. 

Southside Baptist Church 

will present “The G ood Soil” 
at 7 p.m. Friday, April 15, and 
at 10 a.m. on Sunday, April 
17, at 917 Carolina Road. 

The play takes place during 
Passover, the year Jesus was 
crucified. The story follows 

Q&A with Police Chief 
Al Chandler Part II

New Easter play planned

BY RACHEL AUSTIN
STAFF WRITER

A retired Suffolk police 
officer is fighting for a bipar-
tisan bill that would help 
protect tax credits for public 
safety retirees. 

Wally Bunker, a Culpepper 
resident, said he retired after 
22 years with the Suffolk 
Police Department. Like 
many public safety workers, 
due to the physical demands 
of the job, he retired early, 
which can cause retirees 

to lose access to employ-
er-sponsored health coverage 
while they are not yet able to 
qualify for Medicare. 

In 2006, Congress passed 
the Healthcare Enhancement 
for Local Public Safety 
( HELPS)  Retirees Act. This 
allows the retirees to with-
draw $3,000 tax-free from 
their pension plan annually to 
pay for health care. However, 
that is not how the bill ended 
up working out, Bunker said. 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Kase Auto Repair Shop will 
receive a $10,000 downtown 
business development pro-
gram grant from the Economic 
Development Authority after its 
board voted 4-3 to offer finan-
cial support for the new busi-
ness. 

Chairwoman Maria Herbert, 

BY STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission is seeking pub-
lic input on the environmental 
impacts of a proposed natural gas 
pipeline expansion in southeast-
ern Virginia.

Columbia G as Transmission 
LLC, a subsidiary of Canada-
based TC Energy unaffiliated 
with Columbia G as of Virginia, 
is seeking federal approval for 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk will have the 
third-largest industrial comple-
tion in the nation this year when 
the 3.8-million-square-foot 
Amazon robotics fulfillment 
center opens soon in Northgate 
Commerce Park, according to 
Commercial Search’s Industrial 
Pipeline Report. 

The facility is about 76%  

of the 5 million square feet 
of industrial space expected to 
open in the city in 2022.

“In order to support this sub-
stantial facility in Suffolk, a 
tremendous amount of vision-
ing and planning has taken 
place over the years by City 
Council members, Economic 
Development Authority mem-
bers and city staff,” said Deputy 
City Manager Kevin Hughes in 
a statement. “I can’t say that we 

anticipated a 90-foot tall and 
3,800,000-square-foot facility 
being built during our years of 
planning and preparation, but it 
is rewarding to know that the 
efforts by many allowed us to 
be able ( to)  accommodate it.”

Amazon’s $230 million 
robotics fulfillment center, 
which will employ about 1,000 
people, will be the second-larg-
est building in Virginia after 
the Pentagon, and the largest 

industrial building in the state.
Nationally, up to 592.5 

million square feet of indus-
trial space is currently under 
construction, according to 
Commercial Search. 

The report also ranked the 20 
U.S. industrial markets with the 
most industrial space currently 
under construction as it looked 
at what areas of the country 

Pipeline 
through 
Suffolk?

Repair 
shop to get 
EDA grant

Suffolk Amazon facility 
ranks high on national list

Public safety retirees 
face insurance gap

See PIPELINE, 10
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The 3.8-million-square-foot Amazon robotics fulfillment center that will open later this year in Northgate Commerce Park will give the city the third-largest industrial 
completion in the United States. About 5-million-square-feet of industrial space is expected to open over the course of the year.

Chandler
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four characters and their 
reactions to the G ospel 
as they hear Jesus speak 
in Jerusalem. Each of the 
four main characters por-
trays one of the four soils 
taught in Jesus’ parable 
of the sower in Matthew 
13, which illustrates the 
different reactions people 
have to the G ospel. 

Southside Baptist 
Church holds original 
plays every year for Easter 
and Christmas. The plays 
pull from current events 
and Bible stories to give 
a unique perspective on 
stories many have heard 
before. 

“This is an original 
work, heavily drawn 
upon from the Biblical 
telling of the week Christ 
spent in Jerusalem lead-
ing up to His crucifixion 
and resurrection,” said 
Ernie Chenault, creator of 
the play. “The play was 
originally going to focus 
on just the carpenter 
and the blacksmith, but 
as the story developed, 
I decided to broaden to 
four characters based on 
a recent reading of The 

Parable of The Soils, also 
known as The Parable of 
The Sower.”

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the produc-
tions the past two years 
have been greatly scaled 
back to follow health reg-
ulations. However, this 
year the production is 
back to full scale with 
more staging and props to 
add depth and context to 
the story.

“In addition to more 
elaborate staging, the 
choir has also been inte-
grated into the production 
so songs can be performed 
at appropriate times to 
help tell the story,” said 
Chenault. “This is the 
first time the choir and 
drama team have signifi-
cantly worked together in 
two years.”

The primary actors for 
this play include many 
who have participat-
ed in past performanc-
es along with some new 
talent. Jason Thompson 
plays Cliva, the black-
smith, with his real-life 
wife, Evy Thompson, 
also playing his onstage 

wife, Fedina. Other vet-
erans include Rachel 
Ellis as Dolcie, Allison 
Carr as Mary Magdalene, 
Josh Butts as Jesus, Matt 
G eurts as G aletus and 
Nathan Carr as Piqute. 
Newcomers include Will 
Weissner as Macre and 
Stephen Butler as Stovis. 
According to Chenault, 

many key scenes feature 
strong acting from the 
cast. 

To learn more about the 
play, visit sbcsuffolk.org. 
The Sunday performance 
will be livestreamed on 
the church’s website, 
Y outube channel and 
Facebook page. 

Play: Southside drama set for two runs
Continued from page 1

Grant: Board debates purpose of funding
Continued from page 1

Amazon: Suffolk on short list for another large facility
Continued from page 1

Anthony Harper, Mary 
Snyder and Chris Rice 
voted in favor, while Vice 
Chairman Wesley King, 
G eorge Consolvo and 
B.J. Willie voted against 
it at their March 17 meet-
ing.

The business, at 416 W. 
Washington St., is looking 
to buy a new diagnostic 
scanner and analysis tool 
for heavy-duty vehicles, 
a tire changer and wheel 
balancer, a two-post auto 
lift and electric air com-
pressor. It estimates the 
costs at $10,325. 

Business Development 
Manager Deanna Holt 
said that because the 
downtown business grant 
is for retail and restau-
rant purposes rather than 
service businesses, EDA 
staff recommended deny-
ing the application.

Ralph Nahra, who 
bought the property for 
$200,000 in December, 
said he is leasing it to 
Eric Brown, who will 
be running the business. 
Brown operates a sepa-
rate business, Kase Auto 
Express Care, at 453 E. 
Washington St. 

Nahra told the EDA 
that in addition to repair-
ing cars, Brown would be 
selling tires, rims, wiper 
blades, motor oil, window 
washing fluid, air filters 
and vehicle light bulbs.

“There is a retail aspect 
to his business,” Nahra 
said. 

Nahra said he has also 
been talking with city 
staff about doing outside 
work at the business to fix 
up the fences and paint 
it when the weather per-
mits. 

“It’ll look nice,” Nahra 
said. “It’ll be a new image 
for downtown.”

Holt said the EDA can 
also expect to see a faç ade 
grant application from the 
business. 

Asked how much of the 
revenue from the business 
would come from retail 
sales, Nahra said he could 
not speak for the West 
Washington Street loca-
tion but said he’s had ser-
vice stations in Virginia 
Beach and Chesapeake, 
and about 30%  of the rev-
enue from those business-
es were generated from 
retail sales. 

Nahra said at Brown’s 
East Washington Street 
location, he has no more 
than seven cars there at 
a time and did not expect 
any more than that at the 
West Washington Street 
site. 

“I feel that we should 
support it,” Herbert said, 
“because it does fit the 
criteria of retail. We don’t 
say in there how much of 
it has to be retail. We just 

say it has to be.”
King said he had res-

ervations about whether 
the location was appro-
priate for the business, 
and whether or not it 
was more service than 
retail-oriented. 

Deputy City Manager 
Kevin Hughes said the 
grant is supposed to go 
toward new or existing 
retail or restaurant busi-
nesses that are operating 
in, or planning to operate, 
in commercial properties 
in the city’s downtown. 

The grant was estab-
lished to provide financial 
help to new and exist-
ing retail and restaurant 
businesses either already 
open or planning to open 
downtown. Award recip-
ients can use the grant 
money on real estate, 
equipment, furniture and 
fixtures and property 
improvements not other-
wise eligible for a faç ade 
improvement grant. 

Projects must be fin-
ished within a year of 
the EDA receiving a grant 
application, the business 
must stay open for at least 
a year and it must cre-
ate at least one new full-
time equivalent job. The 
maximum grant award is 
$10,000 and is issued on a 
dollar-for-dollar matching 
reimbursement basis. The 
EDA board also voted in 

favor of a $10,000 grant 
to The Ward Legacy at 
300 W. Washington St. 
for it to buy new kitch-
en equipment and make 
interior renovations.  
The Reynolds Cafe also 
received a $10,000 grant 
to help with the buildout 
of its restaurant and kitch-
en area. 

The downtown busi-
ness development pro-
gram began in 2019 and 
was modeled in part after 
the EDA’s long-running 
faç ade grant program, but 
focused on interior items 
rather than the exterior

“We provided our rec-
ommendation,” Hughes 
said. “I stand behind that. 
But we can also provide 
more information at the 
next meeting if you want 
to consider whether this 
program needs to divert, 
or clarify, or things of that 
nature. ( Since)  we rolled 
out the faç ade grant, we 
have amended it and fine-
tuned it year after year 
as different things come 
in that maybe we didn’t 
think of. This probably 
will follow suit. This is 
the first route, so there’s 
probably multiple things 
we can bring to you for 
consideration, but I would 
classify this as a service 
industry.”

are seeing the most devel-
opment. Dallas, Phoenix 
and Indianapolis topped 
that list. 

G iga Texas, owned by 
Tesla and operating out of 
Austin, Texas, is expected 
to have the largest indus-
trial completion of 2022 
with 4.28 million square 
feet of industrial space, 
followed by a 3.8-million-
square-foot Amazon dis-
tribution center in Detroit. 

The Tesla opening is 
scheduled for Thursday 
and is expected to have 
15,000 people on hand, 
according to the report.

Seven of the top 10 
industrial projects sched-
uled to come online in 
the U.S. this year are 
Amazon-related. 

Only one other distribu-
tion center in the top 10 
is not owned by Amazon 
—  Walmart’s 2.77-mil-
lion-square-foot facil-
ity in Ridgeville, South 
Carolina. In 2021, the 10 
largest industrial comple-

tions were all warehous-
es owned or leased by 
Amazon.

But Suffolk is likely not 
done with large fulfillment 
centers. 

City Council on 
Wednesday is expected 
to take up a resolution 
to request an econom-
ic development access 
program allocation from 
the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board for 
a 1.5-million-square-foot 
distribution center, known 
currently as Project 
Coastal, from an unnamed 
Fortune 50 retailer, to be 
located off of Enterprise 
Drive along U.S. Route 
58 in the Virginia Port 
Logistics Park. The 
Fortune 50 represents the 
50 largest companies in 
the U.S.

The project would “pro-
vide for new private cap-
ital investment in land, 
building and distribution 
equipment which will pro-
vide substantial employ-

ment,” according to the 
draft resolution before 
council.

According to docu-
ments in council’s agenda 
package, the city has been 
shortlisted as the potential 
location for a new import 
warehousing distribution 
operation in the Virginia 
Port Logistics Center. 

But because the site 
lacks proper road access, 
the company would need 
help in building the road to 
provide for the proposed 
distribution center, and 
the program is designed to 
provide the financial help 
to attract new businesses.

It could provide up to 
$850,000 for the proj-
ect, and it requires a city 
match of up to $150,000 
for estimated eligible proj-
ect costs over $700,000 
and up to $1 million.  

Target already has a 
1.8-million-square-foot 
distribution center in the 
city off of Manning Bridge 
Road and Route 58 in the 

Westport Commerce Park. 
It opened in 2003. 

Massimo Z anetti 
Beverage USA recently 
opened its 355,933-square-
foot distribution center in 
the Virginia Port Logistics 
Park, which will also be 
the site of G XO, a division 
of XPO Logistics that is 
leasing a 348,500-square-
foot building. A 
307 ,200 - squa re - foo t 
building will also be 
leased there by a new-to-
market tenant, and anoth-
er 278,600-square-foot 
building will be leased by 
an expanding tenant. 

Other sites are seeing 
development, including 
the Portside Logistics 
Center in North Suffolk, 
the Coastal Logistics 
Center off the Route 58 
Bypass and Carolina Road, 
the Westport Commerce 
Park off Route 58 and 
Manning Bridge Road and 
the Virginia Distribution 
Center off Benton Road. 

Mandatory 10-digit 
telephone dialing 
( three-digit area code 
plus the seven-digit 
phone number)  begins 
Sunday for all residents 
in the 757 area code.

Local calls made with 
just seven digits will 
not be connected as of 
that day. It’s the second 
step in a February 2020 
relief plan approved by 
the State Corporation 
Commission to phase 
in a new 948 area code. 
Permissive 10-digit dial-
ing for the 757 area code 
region began Sept. 11.

In coming months, 
the inventory of avail-
able phone numbers 
with “757” as the area 
code is expected to run 
out. The SCC approved 
an overlay, which is the 

addition of another area 
code ( 948)  to the same 
geographic region served 
by an existing area code 
( 757) . 

Beginning May 9, 
new telephone lines or 
services may be assigned 
numbers using the new 
948 area code. The good 
news:  Residents and 
businesses that already 
have phone numbers will 
get to keep them. No 
one’s 757 phone number 
will change.

Alarm, security and 
elevator services and 
equipment currently 
located in the 757 area 
code and programmed 
to dial only seven dig-
its must be updated or 
reprogrammed to dial the 
area code plus telephone 
number.

10-digit dialing 
starts Saturday 
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

A running joke among 
city officials is that Suffolk 
Sheriff E.C. Harris is in 

charge of weather for the 
city’s yearly National Night 
Out events.

This year, at least, he 
delivered. 

It was hot, but the rain 

stayed away for Tuesday’s 
festivities as thousands 
flocked to not only enjoy 
the activities, but also, offi-
cials hope, to build relation-
ships with law enforcement, 

first responders and others 
on the front lines of taking 
a bite out of crime.

Suffolk Commonwealth’s 

Community turns out for NNO

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Over the next 18 to 24 months, 
city officials expect a new fes-
tival event park and library to 
transform downtown. 

And though a library to 
replace the out-of-date Morgan 
Memorial Library across from 
City Hall has long been in the 
works, the festival event park 
to go in next to it is happening, 
at least in some part, thanks to a 

tornado that tore through the cen-
tral part of the city two years ago.

With City Council’s approval 
of a conditional use permit to 
establish a park/ open space on the 
property at 219 W. Washington 
St. and 101 S. Saratoga St. along 

with the rezoning of property on 
Lee Street from residential medi-
um density to central business 
district zoning —  both coming 
on 7-0 votes at its Aug. 3 meeting 
—  plans can proceed on the two 
projects. 

G erry Jones, director of capital 
projects, said he expects the new 
park, with its feature entrance at 
the corner of South Saratoga and 
West Washington streets, to be 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

They were both announced 
at the same time by then-G ov. 
Ralph Northam on the eve of the 
COVID-19 pandemic more than 
two years ago — an Amazon 
robotics fulfillment center in 
Suffolk’s Northgate Commerce 
Park and another, smaller cross-
dock fulfillment center about two 
miles away, but in Chesapeake. 

But it is the Chesapeake ful-
fillment center, in the shadow of 
Suffolk’s, that opened first, with 
Amazon announcing Thursday 
that the 640,000-square-foot 
processing center launched last 
week. 

Suffolk’s facility, meanwhile, 
which has appeared on the verge 
of opening for several months, 
is expected to do so sometime 
in September, two-and-a-half 
years after officials made the 
announcement, according to 
company spokeswoman Emily 
Hawkins, though she did not pro-
vide an exact date. Chesapeake’s 
facility, according to the compa-
ny in its announcement, will cre-
ate 1,000 full- and part-time jobs. 

“As Chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee, 
my job is to get the most out 
of every dollar of revenue to 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

If members of City Council 
and the developers of the 
Port 460 Logistics Center 
didn’t know how people who 
live in the area surrounding 
the proposed project feel, 
they certainly do now.

Opponents have been 
inundating council members 
and project officials with 
emails and phone calls, and 
dozens availed themselves 
of the opportunity to speak 
directly to them at the Aug. 

3 council meeting and the 
public meeting the follow-
ing day with the developers 
at the Hilton G arden Inn-
Suffolk Riverfront.

If a rezoning of 540 acres 
along U.S. Routes 460 and 
58, Pitchkettle Road, Kings 
Fork Road and Murphys 
Mill Road from general 
commercial and agricultural 
to heavy industrial zoning is 
approved, the project would 
encompass 4.7 million 
square feet for an industrial 

Downtown projects get go-ahead

Chesapeake 
Amazon 
facility 
opens

Port 460 opponents 
deliver an earful to 
council, developers

JEN JAQUA, JIMMY LAROUE, LINDSAY RICHARDSON/
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Clockwise from top left, members of the Suffolk 
Police Department strike a pose. Dennis Harden, 10 
jumps for a catch, Michael Crump, 9 tries to catch 
the toppling blocks as Messiah Crump, 6, watches. 
Deadra Odom and McGruff pause for a photo.

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Joel Howard is celebrating 
after a huge cross-country 
accomplishment.

On Aug. 2, Howard complet-
ed the TransAmerica bike route 
from Virginia to Oregon that he 
started on April 28. 

In an Aug. 4 interview, 
Howard spoke about the adven-
ture, the hardships, and the 
advice to those who dream of 
taking the challenge.

Originally born in Texas, he 
lived his first 12 years there 
before moving to Florida. 

Retired Suffolk officer completes 
cross-country bike ride

See NNO, 9

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Joel Howard paused at Nehalem Bay during cross-county bike ride. 
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help our district,” said 
Republican Del. Barry 
Knight, who represents 
parts of Chesapeake and 
Virginia Beach in the 
81st District, in a state-
ment. “Having a world-
class distribution facility 
and its 1,000 employees 
locate in our area goes a 
long way towards meet-
ing the budgetary needs 
of our communities. 
South Hampton Roads 
is glad to see Amazon’s 
continued investment 
in the South Hampton 
Roads region for busi-
nesses, their employees 
and their families.”

The 3.8 million-square-
foot, $230 million robot-
ics fulfillment center in 
Northgate Commerce 
Park is expected to 
employ about 1,000 
people full-time. The 
ground footprint is 
822,833 square feet and 
the building stands at 95 
feet, which is four-and-
a-half stories tall. It’s 
tall enough that Suffolk 
Fire Chief Mike Barakey 
noted at Wednesday’s 
City Council meeting that 
the city needed to order a 
new ladder truck to reach 
the top of the building if 
necessary, and it expects 
to receive it in November. 

Its Amazon facility will 
be the largest industrial 
building in Virginia and 
the second-largest build-
ing in the state next to the 
Pentagon. 

“Amazon has quickly 
become one of Hampton 
Roads’ largest and most 
engaged employers,” 
said President and Chief 
Executive Officer of 
Hampton Roads Alliance 
Doug Smith. “The open-
ing of this facility in 
Chesapeake represents 
yet another milestone in 
their tremendous growth 
in the region, aided by the 
impressive collaboration 
between our partners in 
the City of Chesapeake, 
Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership, 
and the Port of Virginia. 
We are confident that this 
is only the beginning of 
Amazon’s relationship 
with the Hampton Roads 
community.”

Suffolk’s fulfillment 
center will work along-
side robotics and other 
technologies to pick, pack 
and ship smaller-sized 
customer orders to people 
in Hampton Roads. 

As a precursor to the 
opening of Suffolk’s 
Amazon robotics fulfill-
ment center, the company 
in late January opened a 
60,000-square-foot deliv-
ery station, called AMXL 
Delivery Station, in 
another part of Northgate 
Commerce Park, at 103 
Industrial Drive. That 
site handles large-size 
items such as televisions, 
couches and kayaks for 
last-mile deliveries within 
an hour’s radius of the 

facility. It employs about 
60 people in full- and 
part-time jobs. 

Chesapeake’s inbound 
cross-dock fulfillment is 
the first of its kind in 
Virginia. Its facility will 
receive and consolidate 
goods from vendors and 
then send them to sur-
rounding Amazon fulfill-
ment centers. 

“Amazon is excited to 
continue its growth and 
investment in Virginia 
with a new, state-of-
the-art operations facili-
ty in Chesapeake,” said 
Melissa Nick, Amazon’s 
vice president of glob-
al customer fulfillment. 
“The commonwealth and 
its incredible workforce 
have been vital to our 
ability to serve our incred-
ible customers and pro-
vide great selection and 
super-fast Prime shipping 
speeds across the region.”

Across the state, 
Amazon has more than 
30,000 full- and part-time 
employees and opened its 
first Virginia fulfillment 
center in Sterling in 2006, 
and has more than 20 oper-
ations facilities across 
the state. According to 
Amazon, it has invest-
ed more than $34 billion 
in the state through its 
local fulfillment center 
and cloud infrastructure, 
research facilities and 
compensation to thou-
sands of employees, with 
its investments contribut-

ing another $27 billion 
to the state’s economy. 
Its average starting wage 
for hourly employees is 
more than $18 per hour in 
the U.S.

The company, using 
methodology developed 
by the U.S. Bureau of 
Economic Analysis, esti-
mates its investments 
have created an additional 
96,000 indirect jobs. 

“So many of my con-
stituents depend on time-
ly delivery of goods from 
Amazon, so I am very 
happy that Amazon’s 
footprint is expanding 
here in Hampton Roads,” 
said Republican state 
Sen. John Cosgrove, 
who represents parts of 
Chesapeake, Suffolk, 
Franklin, Portsmouth, 
Isle of Wight County and 
Southampton County in 
the 14th District. 

When the two ful-
fillment centers were 
announced in 2020, 
Ardine Williams, Amazon 
vice president of work-
force development, cited 
the access of the two sites 
to the Port of Virginia, 
along with a good infra-
structure and strong 
workforce, good educa-
tion system and collabo-
ration among localities, 
as reasons to locate the 
facilities in the two cities, 
within two miles of one 
another. 

Amazon: Suffolk facility plans September opening
Continued from page 1

NNO: Residents, officials brave hot temperatures to celebrate first responders
Continued from page 1

Attorney Narendra Pleas 
said it was about “bridg-
ing gaps,” while Harris 
noted the event served the 
purpose of bringing peo-
ple together.

Those things were hap-
pening across the city, as 
Suffolk Police and first 
responders and residents 
were actively engaging 
with one another in a more 
relaxed setting than they 
might have otherwise.

Motorcades of city 
officials, as well as Rep. 
Elaine Luria, fanned out 
to different National Night 
Out events.

They likely saw events 
teeming with people, with 
parking lots at King’s Fork 
High School, Creekside 
Elementary’s growing 
celebration and elsewhere 
across the city overflow-
ing as people flocked to 
them. 

More than 100 com-
munities, homeowner’s 
associations, civic orga-
nizations, neighborhoods, 
churches and business 
sponsors took part with 
block parties, cook-outs, 
and created a festival-like 
atmosphere.

The National Night Out 
events officially kicked off 
at City Hall as Mayor Mike 
Duman, City Manager 
Al Moor, Police Chief 

Al Chandler, Fire Chief 
Mike Barakey, Western 
Tidewater Regional Jail 
Capt. Tanya Blair, inter-
im director of media and 
communications Jennifer 
Moore, Pleas, Harris and 
Luria gave remarks. Silk 
Police Capt. Eric Crawley 
gave the invocation. 

For more than 15 years, 
the city has celebrated 
National Night Out, spon-
sored by the National 

Association of Town 
Watch Ave co- sponsored 
locally by Suffolk Police.

The city’s event has 

placed first in the nation 
five times in its population 
category, the last time in 
2018.

JEN JAQUA AND JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-
HERALD 

Clockwise from top left, Farrie Beamon 
gets a snow cone from Ashley Jackson. 
Travis MacConnell took numerous dunk-
ings dressed up as the gator. Jessie Joyner 
and Donald Ellison grill some hotdogs. 
Omari Scruggs, 6, attempts to hit the 
target to a dunk tank. Vernita Jones and 
Patricia Smallwood show off their awe-
some hats as they enjoy a warm eve-
ning. First grade teachers Raven Southall 
and Jamie Guthrie, joined by Mack Benn 
Jr. Elementary School Dean James Allen, 
pause for a photo by the bounce house 
at NNO. Garrison Cady, 8, throws a foam 
hatchet at a target. Paris Brown, 2, plays a 
game of corn hole her own way.

NNO fun



COURTESY OF KYIV CITY BALLET 

A t top, the Kyiv City ballet is featured in a photo showing the 
g r o u p that left Ukraine the day before Russia launched its 
invasion of their country. The ballet company has remained in Paris 
s i n c e that time, but is now on tour in the U.S., with its next stop 
h e r e . The photo above and of the ballerina are from scenes in 
S w a n Lake, set to be performed at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 22 at the 
Suffolk Center for the Arts.

Kyiv City Ballet 
motivated to share 

culture
BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Despite not being able to 
return home to what has been 
a war-torn Ukraine over the 
past seven months, members of 
the Kyiv City Ballet have con-
tinued to take refuge in Paris 
and now, are embarking on 
its first-ever U.S. tour, which 
includes a four-day residency in 
Suffolk and performances at the 
Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts 
beginning Monday. 

Ballet director Ivan Kozlov 
offered thanks to their friends 
and supporters in Europe and 
across the world for support-
ing them and allowing them 
to dance even as war rages 
in their country. He said in 
a Zoom interview from Paris 
prior to leaving for the U.S. 

tour that the ballet com-
pany had already received 
many messages of support 
from the states, also. 

“Because of that, we have 
the possibility to support 
our family, to support our 
country in this very hard 
time,” Kozlov said. “But we 
are keeping up and we’re so 
excited to go to the United 
States to tour over there, to 
share all of our work and cul-
ture with the people of the 
United States.”

Paris was where the ballet 
had flown to Feb. 23 to per-
form a children’s version of The 
Nutcracker. The next day, war 
began in Ukraine and the ballet 
has been in “the city of light” 
ever since.
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Prime time has arrived. 
The new Suffolk Amazon 

robotics fulfillment center has 
officially opened for business.

While the announcement came 

with much fanfare and a visit 
from then-Gov. Ralph Northam, 
an Amazon official announced 
the opening of the 3.8 million-
square-foot, $230 million facili-
ty in Northgate Commerce Park 
came quietly, with the fanfare 
expected sometime later this 

year. The ground footprint of the 
building is 822,833 square feet, 
and it stands at 95 feet tall, which 
is four-and-a-half stories.

“The fulfillment center suc-
cessfully launched earlier this 
month,” company spokeswoman 
Emily Hawkins said, two-and-

a-half years after officials made 
the announcement. It is expected 
to employ about 1,000 people in 
full-time positions. 

This comes on the heels of 
Amazon’s nearby 640,000 
square-foot cross-dock ful-
fillment center, the first of its 

kind in Virginia, opening last 
month about two miles away in 
Chesapeake — that location will, 
according to the company, create 
1,000 full- and part-time jobs. 

The company also opened an 

City Amazon facility opens

BY JAMES W. ROBINSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Hope for Suffolk is help-
ing the city’s youth learn and 
grow. As part of Westminster 
Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, the farm work pro-
gram provides the city’s teens 
a faith-based space to partici-
pate and work together. 

Program Manager Nyasia 
Johnson and Intern Caleb 
Willliams spoke about the 
organization as well as their 
own work, the internship pro-
gram process and the upcom-
ing Harvest Festival.

Johnson explained the 
non-profit organization’s mis-
sion and what it provides for 
interns.

“The mission of Hope for 
Suffolk, it comes from our 
leaders’ background in pov-
erty alleviation. So years ago, 
Hope for Suffolk was geared 
towards adults who were 

Season 
nears end 
for Hope 
of Suffolk 

interns
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our family, to support our 
country in this very hard 
time,” Kozlov said. “But we 
are keeping up and we’re so 
excited to go to the United 
States to tour over there, to 
share all of our work and cul-
ture with the people of the 
United States.”
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Having navigated a pandemic, 
Nansemond-Suffolk Academy 
head of school Debbie Russell 
said school officials are excited 
for everyone to be back with 
few COVID-19 restrictions as it 
expands its programming in the 
current school year. 

“We are hopeful that this 
will be a normal year for our 
students, faculty and staff,” 
Russell said, “and are looking 
forward to hosting many events 
and activities throughout the 
year to reconnect with our com-
munity.”

Among the additions this 

school year — a new glob-
al connections program in the 
lower school and the expansion 
of the sixth-grade language arts 
program. 

NSA also has a partnership 
with Pursue Languages that had 
started prior to COVID-19 but 
was delayed due to internation-
al travel restrictions. It also has 
a partnership with Constellation 
Learning to allow upper school 
students to take elective or 
world language classes online. 

The school added a student 
mentor program for new stu-
dents in the upper school and 
made renovations to its fitness 
center. 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The apartments being built 
in the former Suffolk News-

Herald building on South 
Saratoga Street will take just a 
little bit longer, but an official 
for the project developer said 
they should be finished by 

mid-October. 
Krysta Ivey, project man-

ager for the Monument 

New programs for 
new year at NSA

Façade grant extension granted
FILE PHOTO 

The developer who purchased the former Suffolk News-Herald building, shown here in May of this year, is nearing com-
pletion on the construction of 14 apartments at 130 S. Saratoga St.

See AMAZON, 3

See HOPE, 7

See HERALD, 9See NSA, 9
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waltersoutdoorpowerequipment.com • waltersoutdoor@gmail.com 

Halfway between Windsor & Franklin on Hwy. 258 • 757-562-4760

Priority Service when you buy from us

WALTERS OUTDOOR  POWER EQUIPMENT

 Whether battery-powered or fuel-powered, 
Stihl saws will help you clean up 

tree debris a� er any storm.  
Various sizes of saws available.

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 18

Greater Virginia-Carolina 
Temple Holiness Church
is celebrating 50 years 
at 2:30 p.m. with guest 
church Healing fountain 
Macedonia and Apostle 
Robert Branch.

Harvest Faire, the area’s old-
est Renaissance Festival, 
comes to Courtland to cele-
brate its 26th season, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Franklin-
Southampton County 
Fairgrounds, 25375 New 
Market Road, Courtland.

Join Suffolk Tourism and 
Suffolk Center for cultural 
Arts to watch “Sing 2” at 
2 p.m. at 110 Finney Ave. 
Admission is $1 and the 
movie is rated PG.

Greater Sweet Beulah 
Apostolic Church will be 
the guest church at 11 
a.m. for Family & Friends 
Day at Rising Star Apostolic 
Church, 7860 Colonial Trail 
W. Spring Grove, with Elder 
K. Everrett Ferguson Sr. 
speaking. Call 757-805-
7660.

MONDAY
SEPTEMBER 19

Camp Community College 
will hold its 19th Annual 
Golf Tournament starting 
at noon at Sleepy Hole Golf 
Course. Teams of four can 
register for $400 and sin-
gle golfers can register at 
$125. Tournament sponsor-
ships are also available. For 
more information, contact 
Jeff Zeigler at 757-569-
6711 or jzeigler@pdc.edu.

Local Veterans Services 
Officer, Joe Grocki, will be 
available from 9 to 11 a.m. 
at Smithfield American 
Legion Post 49, 818 S. 
Church St., Smithfield, to 
assist any military veteran 
who has questions about 
their benefits, issues with 
discharge paperwork or 
need assistance filing 
claims with the Veterans 
Affairs. Call 757-357-9239 
for an appointment.

TUESDAY
SEPTEMBER 20

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
213 N. Main St., is pre-
senting a free Bach’s 
Lunch Concert from 12:10 

to 12:40 p.m., featuring 
organist Thom Robertson. 
Bring a sack lunch to enjoy 
in the church’s parish hall 
following the concert; cof-
fee and tea provided.

The Active Adult Senior 
Program will have a can-
dle making class from 1 
to 3 p.m. at the Suffolk 
Center for Cultural Arts, 
110 Finney Ave. Register by 
Sept. 8. Contact Tamakia 
Hamlin at 757-514-7265 or 
thamlin@suffolkva.us. 

Liberty Spring Christian 
Church will host a blood 
drive for the American 
Red Cross from 1 to 6 
p.m. on Sept 20, at 4213 
Whaleyville Blvd. Walk-ins 
are welcome, but pre-reg-
istration is encouraged. 
Register fat redcrossblood.
org with event code, LSCC.

Encanto Singalong: Explore 
Colombia will take place 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
Morgan Memorial Library. 
Call 757-514-7150 for more 
information.

Tailored to You: Tailoring 
Workshop will take place 
from 6 to 7 p.m. at the 
North Suffolk Library. Call 
757-514-7150 for more 
information.

WEDNESDAY
SEPTEMBER 21

The Kyiv City Ballet will per-
form ‘Tribute to Peace’ at 7 
p.m. at the Suffolk Center 
for Cultural Arts, 110 W. 
Finney Ave. Visit suffolkcen-
ter.org/kyiv-city-ballet.

A Faith Seminar will take 
place from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
nightly through Sept. 22 
at St. Paul Church, 619 
Spruce St. 

Teen Cosplay Club will meet 
from 4 to 7 p.m. at the 
North Suffolk Library. Learn 
about the tools available 
at the library, like sewing 
machines and 3D printers, 
and begin planning a cos-
play.

THURSDAY
SEPTEMBER 22

The Kyiv City Ballet will per-
form Swan Lake at 7 p.m. 
at the Suffolk Center for 
Cultural Arts, 110 W. Finney 
Ave. Visit suffolkcenter.org/

kyiv-city-ballet.

The American Legion Post 
49 will hold its weekly 
bingo session at 7 p.m. 
at 818 S. Church St., 
Smithfield. Doors open at 5 
p.m. and card sales begin 
at 6 p.m. Single game jack-
pots up to $60 and several 
progressive games paying 
up to $800. For more info 
visit their Facebook page 
Post49SmithfieldVA.

STEM Explorers: Bugs will 
take place from 6 to 7 p.m. 
at Morgan Memorial Library 
for elementary school ages. 

FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 23

The Suffolk BBQ Co. at the 
Suffolk Executive Airport
will be having a cruise-in 
from 4 to 7 p.m. weather 
permitting. All vehicles are 
welcome.

SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 24

The 14th Annual Mutt Strut 
will take place from 2 
to 8 p.m. at Bennett’s 
Creek Park, benefitting the 
Suffolk Humane Society. 

Holland Ballfield Movie in 
the Park will take place 
from 8:15 to 10:30 p.m. at 
6720 Ruritan Blvd. Come 
watch the 1992 movie, 
“Ladybugs” rated PG-13. 

Sweet Haven Holy Church 
will hold its annual fall 
bazaar from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at 22188 Brewer’s 
Neck Blvd., Carrollton. 
Call Patricia Matthews at 
757-342-7378 to reserve 
a table.

Clean the trail day with 
Suffolk Parks and Trails 
Alliance will take place 
from 8 to 10 a.m. starting 
at the Seaboard Coastline 
Trail entrance on Suburban 
Road. 

Liberty Spring Christian 
Church will hold a free, out-
door Family Movie Night at 
7 p.m. on Sept. 24, at 4231 
Whaleyville Blvd. The movie 
will be “Shaun the Sheep: 
The Movie” with snacks 
and drinks provided. Bring 
a lawn chair or blanket to 
sit or watch from your car. 
Call 757-986-4403.

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 25

Kayak Excursion of 
Nansemond River at 
Constant’s Wharf will take 
place from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. at the Kayak Ramp at 
Constant's Wharf Park & 
Marina, 110 E. Constance 
Road. Cost is $40. Call 
757-514-4130.

Greater Sweet Beulah 
Apostolic Church is cel-
ebrating its 88th anni-
versary at 4 p.m. at 137 
Maple St. Evangelist  
Bertha Smith and The 
Gethsemane Apostolic 
Church, Petersburg, will be 
the guests. Call 757-805-
7660.

The Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church will observe the 
12th Pastoral Anniversary
of the Rev. L. Stephon 
Johnson at 2 p.m. at 4481 
Butler Drive. The Rev. 
Vernon Hairston of Canaan 
Baptist Church will be the 
guest pastor.  

THURSDAY
SEPTEMBER 29

The American Legion Post 
49 will hold its weekly 
bingo session at 7 p.m. 
at 818 S. Church St., 
Smithfield. Doors open at 5 
p.m. and card sales begin 
at 6 p.m. Single game jack-
pots up to $60 and several 
progressive games paying 
up to $800. For more info 
visit their Facebook page 
Post49SmithfieldVA.

FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 30

The King’s Fork Ruritan Club 
is hosting a Fish Dinner 
Fundraiser catered by 
Captain Bobs from 4 to 
7 p.m. at the King’s Fork 
Community House, 1600 
King’s Fork Road. The meal 
will be fish, baked beans, 
coleslaw and hush puppies. 
Tickets are on sale now and 
meals are take-out only. 
Contact Kathleen Anderson 
at 757-334-3461 or Jake 
Judy at 757-334-2891.

Attention
High School

Sports
Fans!

VOTE TODAY!

Who will be the
September

Athlete of the Month?
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AMX L Delivery Station 
in Northgate Commerce 
Park, at 103 Industrial 
Drive, to handle large-size 
items such as televisions, 
couches and kayaks for 
last-mile deliveries with-
in an hour’s radius of 
the facility. This facility 
employs about 60 people 
in full- and part-time jobs. 

The company faced 

delays in getting the facili-
ty operational, having been 
previously scheduled to 
open earlier this year. 

“It’s really challeng-
ing to hit a deadline in 
construction these days,” 
Deputy City Manager 
Kevin Hughes said in an 
interview earlier this year. 
“That facility is just much 
different, and so, the equip-

ment needs to operate that 
facility probably delayed a 
lot of it.”

He likened the new 
Suffolk Amazon facility to 
a different company. 

“The way that I like to 
think of that facility is you 
just take all the Walmarts 
in Hampton Roads, and 
stack ‘ em,” Hughes said. 
“That’s what that is.”

Amazon: Ceremony later this year
Continued from page 1




