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SECOND FRONT
The World’s Oldest Ham has 
turned 120. It was quite the 
party over the weekend at the 
Isle of Wight County Museum.

— See page x

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Either the School Board and its members know 
the precise or at least approximate amount and 
have failed to reveal it publicly or, in the alterna-
tive, they have approved a ‘gross payment’ and 
‘transition appropriations’ without knowing what 
they were approving.”
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— Isle of Wight resident Katie Carter Lemon’s lawsuit
challenging an amended contract for outgoing school superintendent
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield Foods has agreed 
to pay $42 million to settle a 
federal lawsuit that accused 
the company of colluding with 
its competitors over the past 
13 years to inflate U.S. pork 
prices.

Eleven restaurateurs and 
caterers across the United 
States had filed the 2018 class 
action in Minnesota — home 
to the corporate headquarters 
of Hormel Foods Corp. — al-
leging in their complaint that 

Hormel, Smithfield and other 
meatpackers that “collectively 
control over 80 percent” of the 
wholesale pork market “en-
tered into a conspiracy from 
at least 2009 to the present” by 
“coordinating their output and 
limiting production with the 
intent and expected result of 
increasing pork prices in the 
United States.”

According to the complaint, 
Smithfield, Hormel, JBS USA, 
Tyson Foods Inc., Seaboard 
Foods LLC, Clemens Food 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Starting in September, Isle of 
Wight residents will no longer 
be able to recycle glass, paper 
or plastics at any of the coun-

ty’s eight refuse and recycling 
centers.

County Administrator Randy 
Keaton told Smithfield’s Town 
Council on July 5 that Isle of 
Wight would be “transitioning” 
its recycling program to only 

accept cardboard and steel or 
aluminum cans.

Everything else, he contends, 
is being sent to the Wheelabrator 
waste-to-energy plant in Ports-
mouth for incineration.

“It’s not really being recy-

cled,” Keaton said.
According to Isle of Wight’s 

solid waste manager, Michael 
Etheridge, the transition is slated 
to coincide with the start of a six-
month redesign of the county’s 
Wrenn’s Mill refuse and recycling 

center on Old Stage Highway.
“This will allow us to utilize 

the employees from the Wrenn’s 
Mill site to monitor the imple-
mentation of the new recycling 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Carrollton resident Katie Car-
ter Lemon has filed a lawsuit 
against Isle of Wight County’s 
School Board, contending the 
board’s March 10 vote to amend 
now-retired Superintendent Dr. 
Jim Thornton’s contract violated 
Virginia’s Freedom of Informa-
tion Act.

Lemon filed the suit on June 
28 through her Virginia Beach-
based attorney, Kevin Martin-
gayle. It asks that the county’s 
Circuit Court issue an order 
“declaring void” the March 10 
contract amendments that allowed 
Thornton to retire a year early. 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Town Council 
gave final approval to the town’s 
new comprehensive plan on 
July 5.

The town worked with Sum-
mit Design and Engineering for 

over a year to create the docu-
ment, which will guide land use 
decisions for years to come. The 
previous plan hadn’t seen major 
changes since 2009.

Per state law, a locality’s com-
prehensive plan must be revisited 
at least once every five years “to 
determine whether it is advisable 

to amend the plan.”
The new plan lists, among its 

top goals, creating a more walk-
able South Church Street east 
of the Pagan River and reducing 
traffic throughout town, which 
the document contends can be 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Town Council 
approved changing the town’s 
zoning ordinance July 5 to allow 
mixed-use developments.

The change to Article 3.J2 re-
places the unused “planned corpo-
rate office and research” zoning 
option with “planned mixed-use 
development,” or PMUD, to allow 
single-family and multifamily 
homes, bed-and-breakfast lodg-

ing, retail stores and other uses to 
coexist on a single parcel.

No one spoke for or against 
the change at the Town Coun-
cil’s public hearing ahead of the 

Staff report

The Downtown Smithfield 
Summer Concert Series gears 
one night to children each 
year, and Friday is the night.

Clan MacCool, a highly 
interactive band that special-

IW cuts glass, paper, plastic recycling

Kids night 
on tap

Suit: IWCS
violated

FOIA

Smithfield adopts new 
comprehensive plan

Town Council approves 
mixed-use zoning ordinance

Smithfield Foods to 
pay $42M to settle 

price-fixing lawsuit

• See RECYCLING, p. 6

• See LAWSUIT, p. 7

• See CONCERT, p. 5

• See FOODS, p. 7

• See ZONING, p. 7

• See PLAN, p. 6

The Isle of Wight County Museum held a 120th birthday party for the “World’s Oldest Ham” on Saturday. Here, Jocelyn 
Melms of Smithfield drops off her stuffed animal “Candy” for a Friday night sleepover ahead of the celebration. Submitted 
| Jennifer England. For more coverage of the party, see Second Front inside.

Hammy birthday slumber party
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unanimous vote, though 
the idea had drawn oppo-
sition in January at the 
Planning Commission level 
after a group of residents 
argued the new zoning op-
tion would allow former 
Smithfield Foods Chairman 
Joseph W. Luter III to move 
forward with his proposed 
“Grange at 10Main” devel-
opment at the western bor-
der of the town’s historic 
district.

Luter razed the former 
Little’s Supermarket and 
1730s-era Pierceville home-
stead at the corner of Route 
10 and Main Street, leaving 
56.8 acres. His preliminary 
plans for the site call for a 
hotel, three- and four-sto-
ry apartment buildings, 
single-family and duplex 
homes, commercial space, 
more than 1,000 parking 
spaces and a permanent 
farmers market with buy-in 
from Smithfield and Isle of 
Wight County.

A consultant assisting 

Smithfield with redoing 
its comprehensive plan 
had proposed the ordi-
nance change last year 
as a means of gradually 
transforming the South 
Church Street corridor into 
a denser, more walkable 
area. Councilman Randy 
Pack, who also serves as 
the council’s liaison to the 
Planning Commission, ac-
knowledged in February 
that it would also serve as 
the “piece that would be 
needed” for Luter to make 
a formal rezoning appli-
cation.

Though Pack had stated 
during the council’s June 27 
committee meetings that he 
expected the “Grange will 
come before us very soon 
after the approval of the 
PMUD ordinance,” Mayor 
Carter Williams told The 
Smithfield Times on July 7 
that he and his fellow coun-
cil members still see the 
new PMUD zoning option 
as something “for the town 

as a whole,” and separate 
from Luter’s proposal.

“It’s been a long time 
coming,” Williams said. 
“It’s been ages since we’ve 
done anything like this.”

“The PMUD ordinance 
was not created specifically 
for the Luter project,” add-
ed Councilwoman Valerie 
Butler, also on July 7.

The PMUD proposal has 
seen six months of revi-
sions at the Planning Com-
mission level.

As of December, the 
draft PMUD ordinance 
would have allowed multi-
family dwellings, drive-th-
ru facilities, maximum 
60-foot building heights 
and a series of waivers 
to other provisions of the 
town’s zoning ordinance 
as “by right” uses, meaning 
a developer who obtained 
PMUD zoning would need 
no additional approvals 
from the Planning Com-
mission or Town Council to 
construct four- and five-sto-

ry buildings.
By April, the Planning 

Commission had doubled 
the minimum PMUD lot size 
from 5 acres to 10 and had 
added language changing 
the multifamily housing, 
drive-thru facilities, four- 
and five-story buildings 
and waivers from by-right 
uses to those requiring a 
special use permit.

The June version the 
commissioners ultimately 
voted to recommend now 
specifies minimum distanc-
es between structures, per 
the commissioners’ May 
request to add language 
mandating a mixed-use 
development’s residential 
component align to the yard 
setbacks specified in the 
town’s existing suburban 
residential zoning regula-
tions, and that its commer-
cial components align with 
the setbacks for highway 
retail commercial zoning.

• Continued from p. 1

Zoning

• Continued from p. 1

Foods

• Continued from p. 1

Lawsuit

Group LLC, Triumph Foods 
LLC and Indiana Packers 
Corp. allegedly “exchanged 
detailed, competitively sen-
sitive, and closely guarded 
non-public information 
about prices, capacity, 
sales volume and demand 
through their co-conspira-
tor Agri Stats.”

Agri Stats, according to 
the complaint, has provided 
“benchmarking” reports to 
the majority of pork proces-
sors since 2009 that, unlike 
other industry reports, 
include “detailed financial 
and production data” be-
yond “the type of informa-
tion that competitors would 
provide each other in a nor-
mal, competitive market.” 
The suit contends that as a 
subscription service, Agri 
Stats required the partici-
pating meatpackers to “pay 
millions of dollars over the 
class period — far in excess 
of any other pricing and 
production indices.”

U.S. District Court Chief 

Judge John Tunheim grant-
ed preliminary approval of 
the $42 million settlement 
on April 19. According to 
Tunheim’s order, the settle-
ment is not to be “deemed 
or construed to be an ad-
mission or evidence of a 
violation of any statute, 
law, rule or regulation or of 
any liability or wrongdoing 
by Smithfield.”

The court issued a July 
5 press release informing 
residents of Arkansas, 
Arizona, Florida, Iowa, 
Kansas, Maine, Massachu-
setts, Michigan, Minneso-
ta, Mississippi, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New Hampshire, 
New Mexico, New York, 
North Carolina, North Da-
kota, Oregon, Rhode Is-
land, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, 
Vermont, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin and Washing-
ton, D.C., of their eligibility 
to recover money through 
the settlement if they had 
indirectly purchased pork 

from Smithfield, the other 
named meatpackers, or 
their respective subsidiar-
ies or affiliates in the Unit-
ed States from Jan. 1, 2009, 
through April 19, 2022, for 
their own business use in 
commercial food prepara-
tion. Those included in the 
class, or who aren’t sure if 
they’re included, can obtain 
more information at www.
porkcommercialcase.com 
or by calling toll-free 1-855-
867-0738.

Plaintiffs’ attorneys 
with the Washington, D.C-
based firm Cuneo Gilbert & 
LaDuca LLP were unwill-
ing to speak on the record 
as to why Virginia restau-
rants are excluded from el-
igibility, citing a “non-dis-
paragement” clause in the 
settlement agreement that 
limits what both sides can 
state publicly regarding the 
case. According to court re-
cords, Tunheim dismissed 
claims in 2020 that Smith-
field violated state-level 

consumer protection laws 
in North Dakota, New York 
and Virginia — but allowed 
other claims in North Dako-
ta and New York to move 
forward.

The plaintiffs had pre-
viously settled with JBS 
for $12.75 million in 2021. 
The court will hold a hear-
ing on Oct. 17 at 10 a.m. to 
consider whether to give 
Smithfield’s settlement 
agreement final approval.

Jim Monroe, Smith-
field’s vice president of 
corporate affairs, declined 
to comment on the lawsuit’s 
outcome beyond what the 
court shared in its press 
release. According to the 
settlement agreement, 
Smithfield “believes that 
it has valid defenses” to 
the lawsuit’s claims but 
“has decided to settle these 
claims to avoid the uncer-
tainty, risk, expense, and 
distraction of continued 
litigation.”

Prior to the amendments, 
Thornton’s contract had 
specified he would remain 
superintendent through 
the end of the 2022-23 school 
year.

The School Board ini-
tially voted at its March 
10 meeting to approve a 
“proposed amendment” to 
Thornton’s contract “as 
discussed in closed ses-
sion.” When School Board 
Attorney Pakapon “Pak” 
Phinyowattanachip ad-
vised that to comply with 
Virginia’s open records 
laws, the board would need 
to state publicly what had 
changed, Chairwoman De-
nise Tynes called a roughly 
10-minute recess. When the 
board reconvened and took 
a new vote, Vice Chairman 
Michael Cunningham read 
into the record that the 
board had “agreed to hon-
or” Thornton’s “request 
to be released from his 
contract, effective June 30, 
2022, in order to retire.”

“Supposedly, there was 
no business conducted by 
the Board during the re-
cess because there was no 
motion to go into a closed 
meeting, nor any certifica-
tion of any closed meeting 
if one took place,” Lemon’s 
lawsuit states. “From the 
circumstances, however, 
it appears that additional 
discussions and decisions 
regarding the superinten-
dent’s proposed amended 
contract took place during 
the ‘recess.’”

Virginia’s FOIA law 
requires public bodies 
proposing to convene a 
closed-session meeting to 
first vote in open session 
on a motion that identifies 
the closed session’s purpose 
and cites the applicable ex-
emption in state law from 
Virginia’s open meeting 
requirements.

As part of his revised 

motion on Thornton’s con-
tract, Cunningham stated 
that the board wished to 
provide the retiring super-
intendent with “transition 
appropriations.” But the 
“amount and nature of the 
‘appropriations’ was not 
stated or revealed, is not 
reflected in the minutes, 
and does not appear to be 
posted anywhere online,” 
Lemon’s lawsuit contends.

According to a March 
10 memorandum on the 
subject of “Superintendent 
Separation Agreement and 
Appropriations,” Thornton 
was to receive a “gross pay-
ment” representing the “ac-
crued but unused vacation, 
sick and personal leave cal-
culated at the full per diem 
rate of reimbursement” 
included with his last check 
in June. In the copy pro-
vided to Lemon’s attorney 
on June 23, the “gross pay-
ment” line is left blank, 
though the document is 
signed by Tynes, Thornton 
and former School Board 
Clerk Tracey Reutt. Reutt 
is now the administrative 
associate to the assistant 
superintendent and Jessica 
Whitlow has taken over as 
School Board clerk.

“Either the School Board 
and its members know the 
precise or at least approx-
imate amount and have 
failed to reveal it publicly 
or, in the alternative, they 
have approved a ‘gross 
payment’ and ‘transition’ 
appropriations’ without 
knowing what they were 
approving,” Lemon’s law-
suit contends.

The memo further speci-
fied Thornton was to return 
all documents, materials, 
keys and an Isle of Wight 
County Schools-owned 
Ford Taurus on or before 
his resignation date but 
would retain access to his 
school system email files 

and Google Docs until July 
15 for “cleaning out, or-
ganization of and filing 
purposes.”

The Smithfield Times 
requested the transition 
amount July 7. Isle of Wight 
County Schools spokes-
woman Lynn Briggs replied 
July 11 via email, stating 
that at the time the School 
Board approved the amend-
ed contract, Thornton’s 
days of leave had not been 
finalized, which is why the 
amount was left blank.

The Smithfield Times 
submitted a Freedom of 
Information Act request 
to the school system on 
July 12 for the specific 
dollar amount and other 
documents specifying the 
“transition appropriations” 
provided to Thornton.

Lemon’s lawsuit also 
takes issue with the board’s 
alleged noncompliance 
with a FOIA provision 
that requires the recorded 
meeting minutes state the 
location of a board member 
participating remotely via 
electronic means. Cunning-
ham had participated via 
Zoom for medical reasons 
during the board’s April 5 
and April 26 meetings, but 
the recorded minutes for 
those meetings don’t list his 
location.

Lemon’s latest lawsuit is 
her third against the school 
system concerning FOIA 
in the past three years. 
She’d filed two previous 
complaints in 2020, both of 
which, according to past 
reporting by The Smithfield 
Times, accused the board 
of providing insufficient 
details to the public regard-
ing decisions to enter closed 
session, and communicat-
ing an incorrect start time 
for board meetings.

Prior to Lemon’s 2020 
lawsuits, the School Board 
had advertised its meetings 

as starting at 6 p.m., though 
they technically begin at 5 
p.m., with the board then 
immediately entering a 
nearly hourlong closed 
session.

T h e n - C h a i r w o m a n 
Jackie Carr denied at the 
board’s Jan. 14, 2021, meet-
ing that members had will-
fully violated FOIA. But 
according to the Jan. 20, 
2021, order Judge Matthew 
Glassman issued, school 
officials acknowledged that 
“motions to go into closed 
meetings in October 2020 
were not specific enough 
for purposes of compliance 
with the Virginia Freedom 
of Information Act.”

Glassman’s order man-
dated that going forward, 
the board’s “personnel re-
port” and addenda refer-
enced in a closed meeting 
motion would “be described 
with greater particularity” 
and that any action to ap-
prove decisions coming out 
of closed meetings relating 
to the personnel report 
“shall reasonably inform 
the public of the matters 
and decisions being voted 
upon at the time of and as a 
part of the voting process.” 
Glassman also required the 
board to make “good-faith 
efforts to post full, official 
and signed versions of min-
utes of meetings online as 
soon as reasonably possible 
after the meeting minutes 
have been approved by the 
School Board.”

Isle of Wight County 
Schools responded to Lem-
on’s latest lawsuit on July 
1 by filing for a delay in 
the setting of a court date. 
According to Martingayle, 
an Aug. 16 hearing, again 
with Judge Glassman, has 
been scheduled for 9:30 a.m. 
in the Isle of Wight County 
Courthouse.



SECOND FRONT
Wednesday, September 7, 2022 Page 9

The Smithfield Times

Community
calendar

Wednesday, Sept. 7
DAR MEETING - The first fall 
meeting of the Colonel William 
Allen Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, will take 
place at Smithfield Station. Social 
begins at 10:30 a.m., and the 
meeting starts promptly at 11. 
Contact Colette Schupner at 
schupcolet@aol.com or Linda 
Spady at lindaspady3@gmail.
com if you would like to join 
the meeting. James and Dolley 
Madison will present the program.

Thursday, Sept. 8
AMERICAN LEGION  BINGO - 
Every Thursday at 7 p.m. at the 
American Legion Post 49, 818 S. 
Church St., Smithfield. Increased 
attendance has led to single-
game jackpots of up to $60 and 
progressive games of up to $800. 
Doors open at 5 p.m.; card sales 
begin at 6. Refreshments are 
available from the Legion Auxiliary 
on site. For up-to-date information 
(in case of inclement weather, etc.) 
visit the post’s Facebook page 
(Post49SmithfieldVA).

TELL ME A STORY - 10:30 a.m. - 
11:30 a.m. This program, geared 
for children ages 3-5, introduces 
youngsters to the symbols of Isle 
of Wight and features books, 
songs and games. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. Free. 
Theme is farm equipment. www.
historicisleofwight.com. 757-356-
1223. 103 Main St.

Friday, Sept. 9
9/11 REMEMBRANCE - Hampton 
Roads Classical will host a 9/11 
Remembrance and Constitution 
Day ceremony from 2:15-3 p.m. 
The guest speaker will be Greg 
Sellers, a career firefighter in 
Chesapeake and a volunteer 
firefighter in Smithfield. He is a 
native of Buffalo, New York, and 
helped provide support on Sept. 
11, 2001. First responders and 
other citizens are invited. Students 
will recite the preamble to the U.S. 
Constitution and sing the national 
anthem and “God Bless America.” 
Guests are asked to arrive 
between 2 and 2:15 p.m. The 
school is located at 13490 Benns 
Church Blvd.

Saturday, Sept. 10
LIVING HISTORY EVENT - “17th 
Century Isle of Wight County: 
A Living History Event” will 
be held at St. Luke’s Historic 
Church, continuing on Sunday, 
Sept. 11. There will be period 
vendors, demonstrations and 
more. Reenactors will also be 
present throughout the day. The 
Locrian Consort will present a 
concert on 17th Century music 
at 4 p.m. (a separate ticket is 
required for the concert and is 
available for purchase online). 
A lecture on the religions and 
spiritualities of the Indigenous 
Peoples of Virginia by Dr. Buck 
Woodard will be held at 1 p.m. 
and a presentation on Bacon’s 
Rebellion by Mark Summers of 
Historic Jamestowne on Sunday, 
Sept. 11, at 1 p.m. Email Education 
Coordinator John Ericson at 
jericson@stlukesmuseum.org for 
more information or visit https://
stlukesmuseum.org/17th-century-
isle-of-wight-county-a-living-
history-event/ for more information.

IVY HILL CEMETERY TOUR - 10 
a.m. This walk is a discussion of 
the signs, symbols and notable 
burials in this historic rural 
cemetery, which was established 
in 1887. Please wear comfortable 
walking shoes. $5 per person. 
Cash or check. Tour meets at Ivy 
Hill Cemetery, 451 N. Church St., 
Smithfield. www.historicisleofwight.
com. 757-408-1935. 

FALL YOUTH ART CLASSES - 
Art Center @319 Main Street, 
Smithfield 3-5 p.m. Instructor/
artist Diane Greenhalgh will teach 
about pop artist Andy Warhol, 
and participants will complete a 
pop art painting. This class is for 
students ages 6 and up. Class 
fee: members $25 and non-
members $35, plus a $5 materials 
fee. Minimum of three students 
required to hold the class and a 
maximum of 10 students. For more 
details or to register, call 757-357-
7707 or visit www.smithfieldarts.
org.

Farm brewery 
planned for Zuni

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Beer enthusiasts who fre-
quented Smithfield’s Wharf 
Hill Brewing Co. during its 
early days may have already 
encountered some of Greg 
Bullis’ creations.

The former Marine de-
signed and built Wharf Hill’s 
brewing equipment when the 
brewpub opened in 2014, and 
served as the pub’s brewer 
for its first year and a half in 
business.

Now, he’s on to his latest 
venture in the village of Zuni, 
where he hopes to soon open 
his own farm brewery on a 
5-acre parcel he and his wife, 
Christine Kampe Bullis, pur-
chased along Route 460. Farm 

breweries must grow at least 
one ingredient – wheat or 
hops – used in their products.

The couple has already 
established an ostrich farm 
on the site and dug footers 
for a planned 3,600-square-
foot brewery that will offer 16 
beers on tap. They also plan 
to purchase and outfit a food 
truck that will sell ostrich 
burgers and jerky.

“I was looking for some-
thing that would eat the spent 
grain out of the brewery,” 
Greg Bullis said.

In South Africa, he noted, 
farmers have been raising os-
triches for hundreds of years.

“It’s a really high-quality 
red meat,” said Bullis, noting 
ostrich meat typically retails 
for at least $30 per pound in 

the United States.
The birds, he added, pro-

duce roughly one-third the 
amount of greenhouse gases 
as cattle. One of his core ob-
jectives, Bullis said, is to have 
the lowest environmental im-
pact as possible. He plans to 
build a grain dryer that will 
run entirely on solar power.

“With everybody looking 
to try to be as green as pos-
sible … some of it just makes 
sense,” Bullis said. “It will 
cost more up front to do it, but 
over the long run you’ll make 
your money back.”

Bullis entered the world of 
brewing roughly 20 years ago 
while attending Smithfield’s 
Bon Vivant Wine & Brew 
beer club.

“I started on my stove like 

everyone else does, doing a 
2-gallon boil,” Bullis said.

Earlier this year, Kampe 
Bullis Farm Brewery LLC ap-
plied for a Virginia Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Authority 
license to manufacture and 
sell beer at the site. Most of 
the beers the couple intends 
to offer will be at least 7% 
alcohol by volume.

That’s the only remaining 
approval they’ll need to start 
construction. According to 
Isle of Wight County’s direc-
tor of community develop-
ment, Amy Ring, the couple 
has already received a simpli-
fied site plan approval from 
the county, having qualified 
their proposal as an agritour-
ism use.

Top,  Chr is t ine 
Kampe Bullis, a 
software engineer, 
and former Marine 
Greg Bullis stand 
outside the ostrich 
pen at their newest 
venture, Kampe 
B u l l i s  F a r m 
Brewery LLC. At 
left, The couple 
erected this barn 
outside the ostrich 
pen. Bottom left, 
The Kampe Bullis 
Farm Brewery is 
also an ostrich 
f a r m .  B o t t o m 
Right, The Bullises 
h a v e  a l r e a d y 
dug the footings 
for the planned 
3,600-square-foot 
brewery.

• See CALENDAR, p. 10
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Breast cancer is the most prevalent cancer 

worldwide, and the second leading cause of cancer 

deaths in American women. In fact, 1 in 8 women 

will develop breast cancer in their lifetime. 

Regular mammogram screenings are important 

for early detection, when cancers may be easier 

to treat. 

So we’re asking you to make The Pink Promise, 

a commitment to schedule a mammogram 

during the month of October. Or, if you are 

not eligible, to remind someone you care 

about to schedule their screening.

M A K E  T H E

S E N T A R A  C A N C E R

Sentara.com/PinkPromise

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A long-awaited grocery 
store partially funded with 
tax dollars is slated to open 
by spring, according to Sur-
ry Assistant County Admin-
istrator David Harrison.

Surry residents Andrew 
and Sheryl White purchased 
the former Surry Furniture 
& Hardware Co. building 
roughly three years ago, 
proposing to turn the vacant 
storefront at Routes 31 and 
10 into the “Surry Market-
place.” In 2021, the project 
secured a $50,000 state grant 
aimed at combating “food 
deserts.”

According to Harrison, 
Surry County has since 
contributed an addition-
al $300,000 in local funds 
toward the project via an 
agreement executed by the 
county’s Economic Develop-
ment Authority to purchase 
refrigeration equipment.

The equipment is slat-
ed to arrive “no later than 
November 2022,” Harrison 
said at the Surry Board of 
Supervisors’ Oct. 6 meeting.

Contractors have ob-
tained a demolition permit 

for the store’s interior and 
submitted a proposed layout 
for the store, Harrison said. 
Once the county issues a 
building permit, construc-
tion of the store’s interior 
will begin.

The county has held “food 
desert” status for more than 
two decades, according 
to County Administrator 
Melissa Rollins. The term, 
according to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, 
refers to low-income or rural 
communities where at least 
33% of the population lives 
10 miles or more from a su-
permarket or large grocery 
store.

Former Gov.  Ralph 
N o r t h a m  a n n o u n c e d 
$620,000 in Virginia Food 
Access Investment Fund 
grants to 15 projects in 2021, 
including the $50,000 award 
to the Surry Marketplace. 
Virginia’s General Assem-
bly established the fund in 
2020.

Sheryl White had told 
The Smithfield Times in 2021 
that she’d anticipated the 
store opening by September 
or early October of that year. 
The Times was unable to 
reach the Whites by press 

deadline as to the reason 
opening is now delayed to 
2023. Harrison, speaking to 
the Times following the Oct. 
6 meeting, didn’t share spe-
cifics but suggested the delay 
was at least partially due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and its continuing impact 
on construction costs and 
timelines.

The $300,000 represents 
the entirety of the county’s 
contribution, Harrison said. 
The county, he explained, 
will lease the refrigeration 
equipment to the Surry Mar-
ketplace for five years at no 
cost, after which time the 
store will take over owner-
ship.

This isn’t the first time 
the county has attempted a 
public-private partnership 
with the goal of bringing a 
grocery store to Surry.

According to  coun-
ty records, the Rhode Is-
land-based Supervalu gro-
cery store chain, now known 
as United Natural Foods 
Inc., had proposed building 
a 13,500-square-foot grocery 
store and shopping center 
on county-owned land across 
the street from the former 
Edwards Ham Shoppe, now 

known as Meats of Virginia. 
The proposed $6 million 
shopping center was to have 
opened in 2020.

The Board of Supervisors 
had given county staff ap-
proval in June 2018 to create 
draft agreements with a con-
tractor and an operator to 
build and run the proposed 
grocery store, which ended 
up receiving “zero response” 
from any prospects, accord-
ing to reporting that year by 
the Times.

Surry Marketplace, as 
of April 2022, had signed an 
agreement with United Nat-
ural Foods for the “design 
and management of the inte-
rior buildout,” according to 
a county press release, with 
Surry’s EDA having “paid 
the retainer” for UNFI’s 
services with a Charlottes-
ville-based GENAN Founda-
tion grant.

According to the Times’ 
archives, access to fresh, 
perishable foods has been an 
ongoing issue for county res-
idents since Surry’s only ma-
jor grocery store shuttered 
in 1999, leaving them with 
at least a 30-minute drive to 
alternatives in Smithfield, 
Suffolk or Petersburg.

Surry grocery store now slated for ’23

SEPT. 24-30
•Motor vehicle theft, Old 
Carrsville Road, Carrsville
•Fraud – identity theft, Rocky 
Road, Carrollton
•Public intoxication, Windsor 
Boulevard, Zuni
•Destruction/vandalism – 
all others, White Oak Drive, 
Smithfield
•Fraud – wire, High Gate 
Mews, Carrollton
•Driving under the influence, 
Benns Church Boulevard/Benns 
Grant Boulevard
•Destruction/vandalism – 
all others, Burnt Mills Lane/
Murphy Mill Road, Windsor
•Fraud – identity theft, Sandy 
Point Lane, Windsor
•Simple assault – domestic, 
Water Oak Drive, Smithfield
•Larceny – all others, 
Corrowaugh Way, Carrsville
•Fraud – welfare, Corrowaugh 
Way, Carrsville
•Simple assault, Carrollton 
Boulevard, Carrollton
•Intimidation, Edwards Circle, 
Smithfield
•Threaten bodily harm, Church 
Street, Windsor
•Fraud – false pretense/
swindle/confidence, Deer Run 
Drive, Smithfield
•Public intoxication, Carrollton 
Boulevard, Carrollton
•Sex offense – all others, 
Smithfield
•Shoot/throw object at 
occupied building/vehicle, 
Washington Avenue, Franklin
•Destruction/vandalism – all 
others, Washington Avenue, 
Franklin
•Destruction/vandalism – all 
others, Windsor Boulevard, 
Windsor
•Drugs – possess heroin, Poor 
House Road, Windsor
•Drug/equipment violations, 
Poor House Road, Windsor
•Hit and run, Vellines Lane/
Smiths Neck Road, Carrollton
•Larceny from motor vehicle, 
Dinky Circle, Windsor
•Simple assault, North Court 

Street, Windsor
•Fraud – impersonation, 
Racetrack Road/Foursquare 
Road, Ivor

SEPT. 10-16
•Fraud – wire, Rivers Arch, 
Carrollton
•Simple assault – domestic, 
Highland Court, Carrollton
•Destruction/vandalism – 
all others, Highland Court, 
Carrollton
•Destruction/vandalism – 
all others, Water Oak Drive, 
Smithfield
•Simple assault, Church Street, 
Windsor
•Fraud – wire, Turner Drive, 
Smithfield
•Fraud – identity theft, Turner 
Drive, Smithfield
•Larceny – shoplifting, 
Carrollton Boulevard, Carrollton
•Larceny from motor vehicle, 
Walters Highway, Franklin
•False report/false info to 
police, Blue Ridge Trail, Windsor
•Destruction/vandalism – all 
others, Smithfield Apartments 
Lane, Smithfield
•Fraud – credit card/ATM, Oak 
Hill Lane, Smithfield
•Simple assault, Blair’s Creek 
Drive, Smithfield
•Burglary – residential, Blair’s 
Creek Drive, Smithfield
•Destruction/vandalism – 
vehicle, Carrsville Highway, 
Franklin
•Violate protective order, 
Bethany Church Road, 
Smithfield
•Fraud – credit card/ATM, 
Corrowaugh Way, Carrsville
•Fraud – identity theft, 
Corrowaugh Way, Carrsville
•Drugs – possess other illicit 
drugs, West Main Street, 
Smithfield
•Larceny from building, 
Carrsville Highway, Franklin
•Destruction/vandalism – all 
others, Carrsville Highway, 
Franklin

IW County 
Sheriff’s reports

Meier receives 
Citizen Leader 

Award

Alyssa “Ally” Meier, 
a senior nursing major 
from Windsor, has been 
recognized with the Cit-
izen Leader Spotlight 
Award at Radford Uni-
versity.

“I have learned to lis-
ten and discover every-
one’s take on the topic or 
situation before making 
a decision,” said Meier. 
“I know this will apply 
into my profession in 
many ways, like listening 
to patients, their family, 
other care givers, etc. It 
will only help in building 

the connection between 
the healthcare workers 
and the people who are 
in need.”

Students in the Citizen 
Leader Program reflect 
on their curricular and 
co-curricular experiences 
as they hone their leader-
ship skills. They examine 
their personal values, 
values held by the group 
and the values embraced 
by the larger community.

“I chose this program 
over the other organi-
zations and clubs at RU 
because it aligns with 
who I am as a person and 
allowed me to explore 
more perspectives on life 
that I would not have 
gotten if it wasn’t for this 

program,” Meier said.
Students who success-

fully complete the pro-
gram receive a Citizen 
Leader stole at gradua-
tion, a certificate, and 
their official transcript 
and diploma show the Cit-
izen Leader designation.

Ferree earns 
award from 

WGU

C h r i s t i n a  F e r r e e 
of Smithfield recently 
earned an Award of Ex-
cellence at Western Gov-
ernors University College 
of Business.

The award is given to 
students who perform at 
a superior level in their 
coursework at the school, 
which is based in Jersey 
City, New Jersey.

Todd, Goodwyn 
graduate from 

JMU

Two Carrollton resi-
dents were among sum-
mer graduates at James 
Madison University.

Mallory Todd gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s in 
justice studies.

Ricky Goodwyn grad-
uated with a bachelor’s 
in music.

Academic Announcements
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