Fertilizer prices put squeeze on farmers

By DMANA MCFARLAND
Star-Tribine Ediror

For most farmers, unpredictable weather
typically causes the most concem.,

Mot this spring. Instead of too much, or
too little, rain, farmers are now facing a
wildly unpredictable — and expensive —
fertilizer markes.

The price of fermilizer has skyrocketed,
with the cost of liguid niftrogen having
nearly doubled sinee last spring’s planting
senson, said fava farmer Brad Ragsdale,

Ragsdale started to notice fentilizer pric-
e creeping up last fall and mow he's won-
dering how e can fit the increased cost
into his budget.

The profit margin as a fammer is always
thin, amd this causes even mofe UnoCE-
tainty, =ail Ragsdale.

It would be great year to sit it owl and
ol grow iobacon, but the contracts are st
and if they did, they would bose those, and
their workers would go elsewhere, he said.

Fertilizer is a necessity for farm-
ers. allowing them o achieve the high
yields neaded 1o mest demand and keep
their operations alloat. According to the
American Form Burean Federation. fertil-
izer costs have risen as much as 300% in
s areas — sdding significant pressure

See PRICES, page 12A

Diana McFardandStar- Tl
Bill MNuckaols with Southern States in Chatham
shows where farmers can order custom fertilizer
s,
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i Farmers” pocketbooks
Meanwhile, Russian
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ELIMINATION = SOLUTION

Eliminating beef and adopting a wvegetaria
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gas emissions by 3%. That is fewer emiss
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FAMILY-OWNED FOR

Maore than 90% of U5,
farms and ranches are
family-owned, meaning they
have a vested interest in

STORE CARBON IN SOIL

Beef cattle regenerate land
and sequester carbon naturalhy,
simply by grazing. In fact, the
LS. land where cattle graze
contains up-to 30% of the
waorld's carbon stored in soil.®
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Farmers grapple with dry, hot conditions on top of rising costs

By DMANA
MCFARLAND
Steer- Trilbume Eolitoy

Mearly an inch of rain
fell Sunday near Keeling.
providing much  needed
moisere 0 parched grass
amedd qither erops in that cor-
ner of Pittsylvania County.

Across the county, how-
ever, rainfall amounts have
been hit amd miss this sum-
mer and it will still take
a “humicane-gsque’” event
to make up for soil meaois-
ture lost during last year’s
dry summer followed by
similar  conditions  last
winter, =aid Exiension
Apgent Stephen Bans for

Pittsylvania County.

The U5 Geological
Survey's Drought Monitor
recently expanded the area
considered  “abnormally
dry” in Pittsylvania Cownty,
from the far southeastem
Cofber o covering aboa
half of the coumy as of
July 26,

Hunter Johnson tends
caitle near Keeling, and
while the inch or so of min
an Sumday brought relief,
he's had to resort to feeding
his cows hay this summer
— o strategy he doesn't
typically emplboy wntil win-
ler,

See DRY, page 10A

Diana McFarand/Star-Trbune

Tobacco is considered rather resiliant crop when it comes to hot and dry con-
ditions,



Dry
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arasses ane easily sinessed
vy back of rain, and coapled
with the heat, has resulied
n dried up grass, he said.

lromically, Johnson's
sousin, Hobert Mills, said
1 few pecend rains  anoumd
“allands woere encugh o
urn it arcund 1o the poin
where they couldn't pull
ohacen because ihe fields
vere o muddy,

For Tim Shelion in Dy
“ork, the growing sesson
garted oul as normal, bt
hen “the rains just shot
afE."

Shelvon  prows  tohacco
ind soybeans, as well as
ay for abour 500 head of
afibe. He's seen spurts of
5% than an inch of rain, b
1w hasn't seen inches of the
wel stuff in quite awhile.

Hiz hay crop came in ai
1% this year, and Shelion
ws  been  irrigating  his
ohacoo crop o supplement
inything Mother Nature
aznds his way.

Becmise wobacco s resil-
ient, Shelion believes it can
adapd il there is enough rmin
in August

Barts said the pattern this
year has been for sborms
gonerated 1o the west iodis-
sipate as they move further
cast. That has left the ancas
east of LS Highway 2% and
both sides of US 57 with
lesser rainfall amounis. be
saidd,

With Sunday’s rainfall,
areas west and close o M
mizsed oul — continuing
the hit and miss pattern this
spmmer, sasl Baris.

“That's the trouble with
the ihundersionm  parterm.
They pop up and dissipate
really guickly,” Te said,
adding that what s needed
is a nice rainy day.

Different crops respond
1o the lack of rain and heat
diffesenily.

Corn hai a nammow win-
dow when drought stress
is critical, and the corn that

was planted earlier in the
season should result inoan
average or above avernge
yiekd, said Bans, adding
that the jury s saill out on
com planted in June.

Milks said the heat has
done more damage than
anvthing else, b as long
as the sodl stays moist, then
i”"s ok,

If the bemperateres geb
1o hot, iobacco undergoes
a process called “sun bak-
ing," which cooks the oils
ol the beal and i diesn't
cure as well,

It was geiting close
that paint, but the rains
have helped, said Mills.

Most soybeans in this
area are of an indetermi-
nate varicty and coninue o
ower until pollinaed aml
sei pods, giving the plant a
longer window of opporiu-
nity than coem, said Barts,

Shelion said thar i ihe

sy beans set fruil with pods
and then a hot spell hits, it
could cause the blooms o
drop off.

“It can defimitely dimin-
izh yield on sovbeans,” he
sand,

To batile the vagaries
of weather, many Tarmers
have started wsing a stag-
gered planting model o
spread out the nsk, =aid
Bars,

And with warming term-
peratures, the date of a typ-
ical first frost has now been
pushed from Oci. 15-20 io
Qei. 31 and fnbo the firsg
wieek of Movember, sad
Bars.

The hoi, dry conditions
have added smpoiher layer
of sireas on Johnson —
and pther farmers grappling
with dry soil and high tfem-
peratures — afier the grow-
ing season already got off
o an expensive siart with

fenilizer doubling in cost,
not to mention the cost of
fuel and inflated prices on
other materials,

In addition o farming,
Johnson is also a crop
insurnmee agent, 50 he has
an up close look at the
vanois stressors his fellow
growers are under this year.

Caswell and Rockingham
counties have been even

dricr  than Piusylvanin
Coouniy, he said
The dry conditions,

alpng with the increase
inpul costs, such as feriliz-
ef, has "alot of folks pretty
worrbed how this vear will
ahake oul.” said Johnson.

Jobhnson sad with the
conditbons (his year, some
farmers may have o find
outside work to keep afloal
and at's hand for many of
tlsem to do thai.

“There™s a lot left o be
determined for this year,

but | don’t think this is
goang o be a vear whene
everyone says they had a
seccesaful year. Most Farm-
ers are in survival mode
due 1 weather conditions
and inpuit costs,” he said,

Shelvon said his profes-
sors in eollege wouild have
iold him be's insape o
go ine agrculture — s
fluctuntions in commodi-
ties prices being another
unknown.

“We're the biggest gam-
bers in the world,"™ be said.

“We're gambling it's
going o rain amd  make
enough vield that will urn
& profit,” he said.

Highs are expected o be
in the 9s through Friday
with just a slight chance
of  thunderstorms, acoond-
ing o e Mational Wisatlser
Service.



Tick borne
disease
killing cattle

By IMANA
MCFARLAND
Star-Tribene Ediror

Local velerimar-
i Paul Erasn sad the
phones “started hlowing
up in Augist,” with calls
abowl an cmerging catile
disease. theilera.

Erwin sand the
Chatham YVeternary
Clinic ireated three cows
and they still died, and
he estimates there have
been  20-30  confirmed
cases of the protooan
disease i the county,

Une  farmer near
Chotham lost 14 cows
and hod 23 stillbom
calves likely due to thes-

See TICK, page 2A

Submitbed phoio
The Asian Longhorned
tick is known for swarm-
ing its host, such as this
COW'S 2ar,



Tick
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eria.

Theileria is transmitted by the Asian
Longhomed ek, or ALT, which ammived
in the United States in 2003 and was first
found in Yirginia in X017 in Albemarie
Ciounty.

The disease can cause late term abor-
hons. still bom calves mnd cow deaths
and hkas been diagnosed in nine states —
Wirginig, West Virginin, Nonh Camolina,
Tennessee, Kentucky., Pennsylvanmia,
Maryland, New York and Kansas.

“I's spreading  fairly rapidly,” soid
D John Currin, DVM with the Virginia
Maryland College of Veteninary Medicine,
who met with cattle producers Sept. 15 a
the Oildde Domuinion Agrcultural Complex.

There are no known risks to human
healibh from theilena. soconding to the
SDA, Ji also docs nod affect the meat,
as this disease has existed in Pacific Rim
countres for vears, sasd Currin,

Currin sabd the ALT s a small teek
and beconses noticeable when it swanms.
Currin  described how one can walk
throwgh a field and come out with a panis
ez covered with hundreds of ALT.

So far, it doesn’t appear that the ticks are
able o suck enough blood o cause clini-
cal disease, bui that issue continues o be
studied. Instead. the tick spreads theileria,
which has bed tooa 530 million anmual loss
in the beef and dairy industry in Australia,
where the disense has existed for years,
e qid.

Symptoms of an acute theilena infiec-
fion begin after one 1o eight weeks and i
can rencour. The parasite imfects the red
anid white hlogd cells, and eventually the
ed blood cells and destroyved. When the
animal looses enough blood, it stars 1o

show signs of illness, such as depression,
weakness, staying separate from the herd,
weight boss, high fever, pale or jaunciced
appearanoe, labored breathing and pos-
sibly death.

There is an increased sk during peni-
oids of stress. and there is a higher risk
il sickness for cows im lile pregnancy,
saidd Currin. The reason for that is cur-
rently unknosm, bat the immune system
is stressed nf that time snd nutriteonal
demands akso increase. he said,

Theileria is alse suspected to be trans-
mitted via necdles, biting fies and pos-
sibly through the placema, he said, adding
thad &5 the reason Yirginia Tech is intenest-
e im studying stillbom and shorted calves,

“We really need 1o Know thot,” he snid.

However, most animals infected with
theileria do not show any clinical signs of
the disense, and once infected, they remain
a0 for the remainder of their life.

One problem is that the sympioms ane
similar to a long-standing caitle discase
— anaplasmosizs. Both cause anemia. bt
oqe key difference is that a cow infected
with theileria does nob exhibic the aganes-
siveness that comes with anaplasmosis,
said Erwiin,

But wnlike anaplasmosis, there is no
treatment mght now for theileria, he said.

Cumin said a livestiock market survey
was done in southwest Yirginia in 2009
amd 2% of the animals tested positive. By
2020, 0% were positive,

“That part should scare you a little
hit,” he sail, adding that once & hend gets
infected, it"s o shont time befone 30- 0%
become infected.

At the same time, “This is not going o
ren the slate of Yirginia oot of the beef

cattle business,” said Currin, as there have,
so far, been o problems with calves sent
b0 Feed logs.

“As i spreads (@cross the ooininy ), thers
is less o targel on our backs in Yirginia,”
he saicl.

Curmrently, some prodocers may have the
disease in their herds and not know it plus
il is not kmown why some herds become
infected and others do not, said Currin.

Currin said Virginia Tech is relying on
bocal prodscers to further stody the repro-
duoctive aspect of the disease, as it dosan’t
aspezir b0 affect the libido in bulls afier the
acute phiose has passed.

Eventually this disease will spresd
through the commuomwealth ond most cat-
tle will be positive, said Currin.

Erwin advised prodiscers ned to chonge
their curreni management praciices Lo
avoid developing resistance to ireatmenis.
He also told producers that if they see
specific sympioms — such a8 a cow by
itsell and staggering, lethargic and with its
neck ouistretched as if it is having rouhle
breathing, it coubd he theileria, However,
he docsn't advise vesting for the disense
antil, perhaps, a third cow has died. As for
stillbom or aboried calves. those can be
tested, but the cow also needs 10 be ested
for a definitive diagnosis, e said.

Currin =aid a positive lesl can mean one
of three things — n eow is infecied with
theileria and has died from i a cow is
infected with theileria bt died of another
cause: or @ cow is infected with theilerna
and showing no clinkcal signs of the dis-
CASE.

Investigating stillbirths amd aborteoms
are frustrating, amd half the time that is not
possible, said Curnin,

Currin said the Asian Longhomed tick
typically swarms in June, July and August,
and some prodiecers SOop USIng & pastns
that is infested dunng that time. The ticks
like swampy acas amd have defimitively
been found along the spine of Yirginia's
Appalachion range. It is found oo all
manmimals and birds, Theileria has not yet
been detected in sheep or goats, however,

Currin said research is still ongoing.

“We know moee today than six months
ago and less than six manths from now,”
b =qid.

Avcording 1 a 20 study bed by
Butgers University, the Asian Longhomaed
tick most likely mmived in the LS. in
1Y in New Jersey on livestock or other
animals,

Some Asian Longhomed ticks nng self-
cloning, With perihenogenesis, the tick can
reproduce without needing 16 mate with o
mabe tick,

One of the study’s authors cited the
US55 relaxed animal impor policies as
a possible reason the insect was ahle to
spread io the Amencas.

“One thing we uncovered is the case
with which pets. especially dogs, can acci-
dentally belp ticks cross intemational bor-
ders and state lines,” said Dina Fonseca, a
senbor authar of the study and Director of
the Cemnter for Vector Biology at Rutgers.
“Mlany counines require dogs to be ireated
for ticks and oiher parasites before enler-
ing the coumry, bat the United States docs
mol. We urge greater awarcness of this
i b prevent future exotic tick iminodec-
tigns.™

Srarr- Trifwe News Cerresponclems Saeni
Mirza cortrifrned o s reporf,
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