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By yURAS KARMANAU, JIM 
HEINTZ, VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 
AND DASHA LITVINOVA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

K Y I V,  U k r a i n e—R u s-
sian troops bore down on 
Ukraine’s capital Friday 
while the president grimly 
predicted that the con-

flict would soon intensify 
and fears of wider war in 
Europe triggered new in-
ternational efforts to make 
Moscow stop, including 
direct sanctions on Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

Amid reports of hun-
dreds of casualties—in-

cluding shelling that sliced 
through a Kyiv apartment 
building and pummeled 
bridges and schools—
there also were growing 
signs that Russia may 
be seeking to overthrow 
Ukraine’s government, 
which U.S. officials have 
described as Putin’s ulti-
mate objective. It would 
be his boldest effort yet 
to redraw the world map 

and revive Moscow’s Cold 
War-era influence.

His country fending off 
explosions and gunfire, 
Ukraine President Volodo-
myr Zelenskyy appealed 
for a cease-fire and warned 
in a bleak statement that 
multiple cities were under 
attack. “This night they 
will storm,” he said. For 
their part, U.S. defense of-

Russia threatens Ukrainian capital 
ExPLOSIONS, GUNFIRE 
IN KYIV AS NATO SENDS 
PROTECTIVE FORCES

OLEKSANDR RATUShNIAK / ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Ukrainian firefighter walks between fragments  
of a downed aircraft in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Friday.

By TAFT COGHILL JR.
ThE FREE LANCE–STAR

Gary “Trey” Taylor was initially 
hesitant to pursue his license in clinical 
therapy.

The Caroline County native began his 
career in mental health services 11 years 
ago with Snowden at Fredericksburg 
and later became a crisis therapist with 
the Rappahannock Area Community 
Services Board.

But Taylor’s primary passion re-
mained erasing the stigma of discuss-
ing mental health in the Black commu-
nity, particularly among Black men.

He began a mental health awareness 
group called the Goodfellaz Project, 
where Black men would gather and 
discuss various issues concerning their 
mental health in a nonjudgmental envi-
ronment.

The project started off with great 
success, but was forced to hold virtual 
gatherings after two sessions at the on-
set of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
enthusiasm waned.

“Obviously, the need was there,” 
Taylor said. “Black men were getting to 
the point of starting to say, ‘I need some 
help.’ ”

Recognizing the lack of Black male 

therapists throughout the Interstate 
95 corridor from Northern Virginia to 
Richmond prompted Taylor to pursue 
his license in the field.

He ultimately achieved his goal, and 
opened a private practice in the Lady-
smith Business Park last June.

Taylor has 30 clients from across the 
state, with the vast majority being Black 
men. They discuss everything from the 
impact of social justice issues on their 
psyche to transitioning into life as a 
husband and father.

Taylor said the response has been 
overwhelming, and he’s been forced to 

 An emotional lifeline 
in an underserved area 

CAROLINE MAN wORKINg tO ERAsE thERApY tAbOO

TRISTAN LOREI / ThE FREE LANCE–STAR

trey taylor, a mental health professional particularly interested in helping black men, sits in his office in Ladysmith.

By COLLEEN LONG, MICHAEL BALSAMO 
AND ZEKE MILLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

wAshINgtON—President Joe 
Biden on Friday nominated federal 
appeals court Judge Ketanji Brown 
Jackson to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
making her the first Black woman 
selected to serve on a court that 
once declared her race unworthy of 
citizenship and endorsed segrega-
tion.

Introducing Jackson, Biden 
called her a “proven consensus 
builder” who has “a pragmatic 
understanding that the law must 
work for the American people.”

“She strives to be fair, to get it 
right, to do justice,” the president 
added.

In Jackson, Biden delivers on a 
campaign promise to make the 
historic appointment and to fur-
ther diversify a court that was 
made up entirely of white men for 
almost two centuries. He chose 
an attorney who would be the 
high court’s first former public 

President 
introduces  
his nominee 
for top court
BIDEN NAMES JACKSON AS 
PICK, DELIVERING ON PROMISE 
OF HISTORIC APPOINTMENT

CAROLYN KASTER / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Judge Ketanji brown Jackson 
speaks of the historic nature of 
her nomination in washington.

SEE tHERAPy, A10

SEE JACKSON, A10

SEE UKRAINE, A10

SANCtIONS >> U.S., 
Europe target Putin. A4

By KEITH EPPS
ThE FREE LANCE–STAR

A man who killed his 
live-in girlfriend at their 
Colonial Beach home in 
2020 was ordered Friday 
to serve 50 years in prison.

Martin E. Flores, 42, was 
sentenced in Westmore-
land County Circuit Court 

to 73 years in prison with 
23 years suspended. Judge 
Herbert Hewitt’s sentence 
was above the recom-
mended state sentencing 
guidelines, which called 
for a maximum active sen-
tence of 40 years.

Flores was convicted 
last year of first-degree 

murder, us-
ing a firearm 
in the com-
mission of a 
fe lony  a nd 
shooting in 
an occupied 
dwelling.

According 
to evidence presented by 

prosecutor Christopher 
Robinson, Colonial Beach 
police went to a home on 
Second Street on April 3, 
2020, to conduct a welfare 
check on 31-year-old Mar-
lane King. A family mem-
ber had called the police 
expressing concern about 
her well-being.

Flores told officers that 
King had left earlier in 
the day and refused to let 
them inside the home. Po-
lice returned with a search 
warrant and found King’s 
dead body on the second 
floor.

Flores told police that 
K i ng  had com m itted 

suicide, but the investiga-
tion showed she had been 
shot three times, includ-
ing once in the head. Flores 
called King’s father that 
day, but never notified 
law enforcement or rescue 
workers.

T h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

Colonial Beach man is sentenced to 50 years in 2020 murder of his girlfriend

Flores

SEE SENtENCE, A6
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pause accepting new cli-
ents while averaging 15 to 
17 sessions per week.

“I knew it was going to 
get busy because I knew 
there was a gap,” Taylor 
said. “But there are points 
where it just comes in 
waves.”

Taylor said he chose to 
open a private practice 
because the opportunity 
to help Black men heal in 
a clinical fashion was too 
meaningful to pass up.

He said the response 
from the Goodfellaz Proj-
ect was an inspiration. He 
learned that while other 
groups have issues as well, 
Black men “are a little 
more complex.”

He said for many, con-
stantly witnessing the 
deaths of other Black men 
because of street violence 
or police brutality can 
be an emotional trigger. 
He said navigating the 
workforce as a minor-
ity is a challenge, as well. 
He’s worked to help more 
Black men learn how to 
communicate emotions 
despite some never having 
been taught that it is OK 
to do so.

“Then there’s the anger 
piece,” Taylor said. “The 
anger is always heavy. But 
the anger for me as a Black 
man can be a byproduct of 
depression or anxiety. So 
they might actually be de-
pressed or having anxiety 
issues, but it’s coming out 
as anger. We also deal with 
grief. You pile all of that in 
with how it is to be a Black 
man in America and that’s 
what you’re faced with ev-
ery single session. That’s 
why I said Black men are a 
little more unique because 
you have to attack all of 
that at once sometimes. 
It’s like, where do we start 
first?”

Taylor said he tries to 
peel back as many layers 
as possible in 1-hour ses-
sions. He comes up with 
strategic treatment plans 
that address the underly-
ing cause of mental health 
issues. He often begins 
conversations with light-
hearted discussions about 
sports, the latest Marvel 
movie or other personal 
interests.

Taylor  is  a  ca r  a nd 
sneaker enthusiast, so that 
often prompts discussion.

“For us as brothers, it’s 
hard enough to get us to 
talk about our feelings 
anyway,” Taylor said. “So 
you’ve got to go around-
about a little bit. If you 
come in nervous and anx-
ious about what’s going 
on, I want to make sure I 
bring you down so you can 
properly talk and get stuff 

out … I think sometimes 
in this field we see people 
as clients and patients but 
I’ve always seen them as 
human beings who are go-
ing through some issues in 
life and need some help.”

Taylor penned a book 
titled “You Good Fam?,” 
addressing mental health 
among Black men. He has 
a second book, “Refresh: 
Journey to Find Peace” 
coming out in October.

His passion for men-
tal health carries over 
into his role as a deacon 
at Oxford Mount Zion 
Baptist Church in Ruther 
Glen. Taylor said he only 
incorporates faith into his 
practice if the client takes 
the conversation in that 
direction.

His pastor, the Rev. 
Duane Fields Sr., said Tay-
lor is chipping away at the 
stigma of mental health 
issues in the Black com-
munity and the church. 
Fields said that for any 
Black man seeking thera-
py, “it’s an added benefit 
when you look across the 
table and see someone that 
looks like you.”

“Mental health in the 
Black community and 
in the church has always 
been taboo,” Fields said. 
“He’s brought it to light. 
He’s made it an open dia-
logue … Whenever we 
have any type of confer-
ence or leadership devel-
opment, we make sure we 
add that mental health 
piece in there.”

Taylor and his wife, 
Shauniece, oversee the 
Millennials ministry at 
their church. Taylor has 
also conducted mental 
health workshops. He pro-
actively checks on Fields 
to ensure he’s in a good 
place mentally and not on 
the verge of burnout.

“I always say that men-
tal, physical and spiritual 
all works hand in hand,” 
Taylor said. “Just because 
you might be depressed or 
anxious dealing with some 
type of mental health is-
sue, it doesn’t mean that 
God can’t handle and deal 
with that. It also doesn’t 
mean you don’t need a 
therapist if you believe in 
God. You can do both. I 
know that God put thera-
pists in place to help us. 
I’m living proof of that.”
Taft Coghill Jr: 540/374-5526
tcoghill@freelancestar.com 
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defender, though she also pos-
sesses the elite legal background 
of other justices.

Jackson would be the current 
court’s second Black justice—
Justice Clarence Thomas, a con-
servative, is the other—and just 
the third in history. She would 
replace liberal Justice Stephen 
Breyer, 83, who is retiring at the 
end of the term this summer, so 
she won’t change the court’s 6-3 
conservative majority.

Jackson would join the court 
as it weighs cutbacks to abortion 
rights and will be considering 
ending affirmative action in col-
lege admissions and restricting 
voting rights efforts to increase 
minority representation.

She would be only the sixth 
woman to serve on the court, 
but she would join three others 
already there, including the first 
Latina, Justice Sonia Sotomayor.

In brief remarks, Jackson 
thanked Biden, saying she was 
“humbled by the extraordinary 
honor of this nomination.” 
She highlighted her family’s 
first-hand experience with the 
entirety of the legal system, as 
judges and lawyers, an incarcer-
ated member and police officers.

Standing alongside Biden at 
the White House, she spoke 
of the historic nature of her 
nomination, noting she shared a 

birthday with Constance Baker 
Motley, the first Black woman 
to be confirmed to the federal 
bench.

“If I’m fortunate enough to be 
confirmed as the next associate 
justice of the Supreme Court 
United States, I can only hope 
that my life and career, my love 
of this country and the Consti-
tution, and my commitment to 
upholding the rule of law and the 
sacred principles upon which 
this great nation was founded, 
will inspire future generations 
of Americans,” Jackson said.

Jackson, 51, once worked as 
one of Breyer’s law clerks early 
in her legal career. She attended 
Harvard as an undergraduate 
and for law school, and served 
on the U.S. Sentencing Commis-
sion, the agency that develops 
federal sentencing policy, before 
becoming a federal judge in 2013.

Her nomination is subject 
to confirmation by the Senate, 
where Democrats hold the ma-
jority by a 50–50 margin with 
Vice President Kamala Harris 
as the tie-breaker. Party lead-
ers have promised swift but 
deliberate consideration of the 
president’s nominee.

The news comes two years 
to the day after Biden, then 
struggling to capture the Demo-
cratic presidential nomination, 
pledged in a South Carolina de-
bate to nominate a Black woman 
if presented with a vacancy.

“Everyone should be repre-
sented,” Biden said then.

Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Dick Durbin said in 
a statement that the panel will 
“begin immediately” to move 
forward on consideration of an 
“extraordinary nominee.” Sena-
tors have set a tentative goal of 
confirmation by April 8, when 
they leave for a two-week spring 
recess. Hearings could start as 
soon as mid-March.

That timeline could be com-
plicated by a number of things, 
including Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine and the extended ab-
sence of Democratic Sen. Ben 
Ray Lujan of New Mexico, who 
suffered a stroke last month and 
is out for several weeks. Demo-

crats would need Lujan’s vote to 
confirm Biden’s pick if no Re-
publicans support her.

Once the nomination is sent to 
the Senate, it is up to the Senate 
Judiciary Committee to vet the 
nominee and hold confirmation 
hearings. After the committee 
approves a nomination, it goes to 
the Senate floor for a final vote.

Biden and Senate Democrats 
are hoping for a bipartisan 
vote on the nomination, but 
it’s unclear if they will be able 
to win over any GOP senators 
after bitterly partisan confir-
mation battles under President 
Donald Trump. South Carolina 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, one of 
three Republicans who voted 
to confirm Jackson to the ap-

peals court last year, had pushed 
Biden to nominate a different 
candidate from his home state, 
Judge J. Michelle Childs.

Graham said earlier this 
month that his vote would be 
“very problematic” if it were 
anyone else, and he expressed 
disappointment in a tweet Fri-
day that Biden had not nominat-
ed his preferred choice. Preview-
ing a likely Republican attack 
line, he and several others on the 
right said Biden was going with 
the choice of the “radical left.”

Senate Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell said he looked 
forward to meeting with Jack-
son and “studying her record, 
legal views and judicial philoso-
phy.” But he noted he had voted 
against her a year ago.

Biden has said he was inter-
ested in selecting a nominee in 
the mold of Breyer who could 
be a persuasive force with fel-
low justices. Although Breyer’s 
votes tended to put him to the 
left of center on an increasingly 
conservative court, he frequent-
ly saw the gray in situations that 
colleagues were more likely to 
find black or white.

“Justice Breyer—the mem-
bers of the Senate will decide 
if I fill your seat,” Jackson said, 
praising the retiring justice’s 
“civility, grace, pragmatism and 
generosity of spirit.”

“But please know that I could 
never fill your shoes,” she said.

Jackson
► FROM A1

Carolyn Kaster / assoCiated Press

Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson, 51, speaks after President Joe 
Biden announced her as his nominee to the Supreme Court.

ficials believe the Russian 
offensive has encountered 
considerable resistance 
and is proceeding slower 
than Moscow had envi-
sioned, though that could 
change quickly.

The Kremlin accepted 
Kyiv’s offer to hold talks, 
but it appeared to be an 
effort to squeeze conces-
sions out of the embattled 
Zelenskyy instead of a ges-
ture toward a diplomatic 
solution. Ukraine none-
theless remains “ready to 
discuss a cease-fire and 
peace,” said Zelenskyy 
spokesman Sergii Niki-
forov.

The Russian military 
continued its advance, 
laying claim Friday to the 
southern Ukraine city of 
Melitopol. Still, it was un-
clear in the fog of war how 
much of Ukraine is still 
under Ukrainian control 
and how much or little 
Russian forces have seized.

As fighting persisted, 
Ukraine’s military re-
ported shooting down an 
II-76 Russian transport 
plane carrying paratroop-
ers near Vasylkiv, a city 
25 miles south of Kyiv, an 
account confirmed by a se-
nior American intelligence 
official. It was unclear 
how many were on board. 
Transport planes can carry 
up to 125 paratroopers.

The U.S.  and other 
global powers slapped 
ever-tougher sanctions 
on Russia as the invasion 
reverberated through the 
world’s economy and en-
ergy supplies, threatening 
to further hit ordinary 
households. U.N. officials 
said millions could flee 
Ukraine. Sports leagues 
moved to punish Rus-
sia and even the popular 
Eurovision song contest 
banned it from the May 
finals in Italy.

Through it all, Russia re-
mained unbowed, vetoing 
a U.N. Security Council 
resolution demanding that 
it stop attacking Ukraine 
and withdraw troops im-
mediately. The veto was 
expected, but the U.S. and 
its supporters argued that 
the effort would highlight 
Moscow’s international 
isolation. The 11-1 vote, 
with China, India and the 
United Arab Emirates ab-
staining, showed signifi-
cant but not total opposi-
tion to Russia’s invasion 
of its smaller, militarily 
weaker neighbor.

NATO, meanwhile, de-
cided to send parts of the 
alliance’s response force 
to help protect its mem-
ber nations in the east for 
the first time. NATO did 
not say how many troops 

would be deployed but 
added that it would involve 
land, sea and air power.

Day Two of Russia’s in-
vasion, the largest ground 
war in Europe since World 
War II, focused on the 
Ukrainian capital, where 
Associated Press reporters 
heard explosions starting 
before dawn and gunfire 
was reported in several 
areas.

After 8 p.m., a large 
boom was heard near 
Maidan Nezalezhnosti, the 
square in central Kyiv that 
was the heart of protests 
which led to the 2014 oust-
er of a Kremlin-friendly 
president. The cause was 
not immediately known.

Five explosions struck 
near a major power plant 
on Kyiv’s eastern out-
skirts, said Mayor Vi-
taly Klitschko. There was 
no information on what 
caused them, and no elec-
trical outages were imme-
diately reported.

Russia’s military said it 
seized a strategic airport 
outside Kyiv, allowing it to 
quickly build up forces to 
take the capital. It claimed 
to have already cut the city 
off from the west—the 
direction taken by many to 
escape the invasion—lead-
ing to lines of cars snaking 
toward the Polish border.

Russia’s Defense Min-
istry claimed to have 
blocked off the cities of 
Sumy and Konotop and 
said that the offensive had 

netted dozens of Ukrai-
nian military assets. The 
statement could not be 
independently confirmed.

Intense gunfire broke 
out on a bridge across the 
Dnieper River dividing 
eastern and western Kyiv, 
while another key bridge 
to the capital was blown 
away.

It was unclear how many 
people overall had died. 
Ukrainian officials re-
ported at least 137 deaths 
on their side from the 
firsat full day of fighting 
and claimed hundreds on 
the Russian one. Russian 
authorities released no ca-
sualty figures.

U.N. officials reported 
25 civilian deaths, mostly 
from shelling and air-
strikes, and said that 
100,000 people were be-
lieved to have left their 
homes, estimating up to 
4 million could flee if the 
fighting escalates.

Zelenskyy tweeted that 
he and U.S. President Joe 
Biden spoke by phone and 
discussed “strengthen-
ing sanctions, concrete 
defense assistance and an 
antiwar coalition,” adding 
that he was grateful for 
Washington’s support.

His whereabouts were 
kept secret after telling 
European leaders in a call 
Thursday night that he 
was Russia’s No. 1 target—
and that they might not 
see him again alive. His of-
fice later released a video of 

him standing with senior 
aides outside the presiden-
tial office, saying he and 
other government officials 
would stay in the capital.

“All of us are here pro-
tecting our independence 
of our country,” Zelenskyy 
said. “And it will continue 
to be this way. Glory to 
our defenders, glory to 
Ukraine, glory to heroes.”

A U.S. defense official 
said a Russian amphibi-
ous assault was underway, 
and thousands of Russian 
forces were moving ashore 
from the Sea of Azov, west 
of Mariupol. The official 
said Ukrainian air defens-
es have been degraded but 
are still operating, and that 
about a third of the com-
bat power that Russia had 
massed around Ukraine 
is now inside the country. 
The official estimated 
Russia had fired more than 
200 missiles into Ukraine, 
with some hitting residen-
tial areas.

A senior American in-
telligence official with di-
rect knowledge of current 
intelligence assessments 
told AP that Russian ar-
mor is 31 miles to both the 
north and west of Kyiv.

Zelenskyy earlier of-
fered to negotiate on a 
key Putin demand: that 
Ukraine declare itself neu-
tral and abandon its ambi-
tion of joining NATO. The 
Kremlin said Kyiv initially 
agreed to have talks in 
Minsk, then said it would 
prefer Warsaw and later 
halted communications. 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova 
said later that Kyiv would 
discuss prospects for talks 
on Saturday.

The assault was antici-
pated for weeks by the U.S. 
and Western allies and de-
nied to be in the works just 
as long by Putin. He argued 
the West left him with no 
other choice by refusing to 
negotiate Russia’s security 
demands.

Ukraine
► FROM A1

emilio morenatti / assoCiated Press

People take shelter in a basement while sirens announce new attacks in Kyiv, 
Ukraine. The second day of Russia’s invasion focused on the capital city.

emilio morenatti / assoCiated Press

Ukrainian soldiers take positions in downtown  
Kyiv as Russia pressed its invasion on Friday.

You pile all of that in 
with how it is to be a 
Black man in America 
and that’s what you’re 
faced with every single 
session. 

—TREY TAYLOR
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As Debbie Edenton walked around Homestead 
Hardware one recent morning, her husband 

encouraged her to search for deals.
The store, located on U.S. 1 in the Woodford area 

of Caroline County for the past 30 years, was having 
a going-out-of-business sale.

But Edenton couldn’t con-
trol her emotions enough to 
shop as she pondered the close 
of the business and the rela-
tionship she’s built with owner 
Gary Trice, store manager 
Sheri Hepburn and others.

“My husband was like ‘Do 
you want to pick anything 

out?’ and I’m like, I can’t,” 
Edenton said. “My eyes are 
watery. We’re going to miss 
[Trice]. Aside from being able 
to run two minutes down the 
road and pick up whatever 
you might need, the kindness 

supply-chain woes hasten end of community fixture

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

About  si x  Sta f ford 
County families showed 
up at Margaret Brent El-
ementary Monday morn-
ing to oppose the school 
division’s continued mask 

mandate, which the par-
ents said goes against Gov. 
Glenn Youngkin’s recent 
executive order.

The parents attempted 
to send their children into 
the school without masks 
and were told the children 

could not go to class, said 
April Battiste, the mother 
of two boys enrolled at 
Margaret Brent.

“I hate to call it a protest, 
because that’s not what it 
was,” Battiste said in an 
interview Monday morn-

ing. “This was basically us 
bringing our kids to school 
as a typical, normal day, 
but today was a little dif-
ferent. We walked in with 
a mask opt-out form that 
referenced everything that 
was set in place to help us 

have that choice that was 
taken away from us.”

Battiste said the stu-
dents were not allowed 
into the school without 
masks and were offered 
virtual learning at home.

“They asked us to be 

patient,” she said.
The Stafford County 

School Board last week 
voted 5–2 to continue 
requiring students, staff 
and visitors to wear face 
coverings while in school 

School mask issue spurs challenges for and against

PUBLIC HEARINGS SET ON 
TWO PROPOSALS, BOARD 
VOTE POSSIBLE ON A THIRD 

Caroline hardware store 
counting down final days

By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Between 75,000 and 100,000 gallons 
of partially treated sewage was released 
into a tributary of the Potomac River in 
King George County last week, causing 
the Virginia Department of Health to 
temporarily close the area to shellfish 
harvesting.

The Dahlgren Wastewater Treatment 
Plant overflowed on Thursday as a result 
of high volumes of inflow and infiltra-
tion due to unusual amounts of melting 
snow, runoff and rainfall from recent 
storms, according to the King George 
County Service Authority. The “unusual 

discharge” took place to “guard against 
the release of raw, untreated wastewater” 
into the Upper Machodoc Creek, accord-
ing to a Service Authority press release.

The discharge wasn’t raw sewage, 
but “clarified water” that had passed 
through the treatment plant’s ultraviolet 
disinfection system, the Service Author-
ity stated.

The treatment plant is in Williams 
Creek near the confluence of the Upper 
Machodoc, which runs into the Potomac. 
In its correspondence with the VDH, 
the Service Authority said the untreated 
wastewater had been released over a 

K.G. wastewater overflow leads to ban on shellfish harvesting
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shellfish harvesting has been temporarily 
restricted in upper machodoc creek.

SEE HARDWARE, A6

SEE MASKS, A9

SEE OVERFLOW, A9

By TAFT COGHILL JR.
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Caroline County Board of 
Supervisors will hold two public 
hearings on proposed solar proj-
ects at its meeting this Tuesday 
night.

Action is also scheduled to be 
taken on a third project—Whale-
bone Solar—which was the sub-
ject of a Dec. 14 public hearing.

The largest project up for 
discussion Tuesday is CC Solar, 
which is proposing a solar farm 
on Paige Road in Woodford, just 
south of Sunshine School Road. 
It would cover 1,682 acres, in-
cluding 655 acres of solar equip-
ment. The land is designated 
as Rural Preservation in the 
county’s comprehensive plan.

Developers are seeking a spe-
cial exception permit for a major 
solar energy facility.

The county’s Planning Com-

PHOTOS BY PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Gary trice (left), owner of homestead hardware, speaks with longtime customer duane clayton at the caroline store. 

trice says health woes and supply-chain problems led to his 
decision to close his store after three decades in business.

Caroline 
supervisors 
to take up 
solar farms

SEE SOLAR, A9

By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A former Stafford County 
sheriff’s deputy was indicted on 
an involuntary manslaughter 
charge Monday in connection 
with an incident last summer 
in which a 44-year-old Norfolk 
man was killed in North Staf-
ford.

John Joseph Yenchak III was 
also indicted by a Stafford grand 
jury on a misdemeanor charge 
of reckless driving. The charges 
stem from the death of Jesse Mi-
chael Schertz, who was crossing 
State Route 610 shortly after 
midnight on July 9 at Center 
Street when he was struck by 
Yenchak’s cruiser.

Yenchak, who was on duty 
that morning, was heading 
east when Schertz was struck. 
Schertz, who had a lengthy ca-
reer in the Marine Corps, died 
at the scene; Yenchak no longer 
works for the Sheriff’s Office.

Involuntary manslaughter 
is a Class 5 felony that carries 

Ex-Stafford 
deputy 
indicted in 
fatal crash

SEE DEPUTy, A9
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when you come in here is 
touching. He treated ev-
erybody like family.”

Homestead has allowed 
Caroline residents to make 
do without the conve-
nience of a Lowe’s or Home 
Depot nearby.

But a combination of 
Trice’s health woes and 
supply chain issues led the 
business to close. Trice, 
61, said the final day hasn’t 
been determined, but will 
probably be by the end of 
the month, depending on 
how much inventory can 
be liquidated.

Trice said it wasn’t an 
easy decision as he ex-
pressed gratitude for his 
employees and customers. 
He still owns the building 
and is hoping an entrepre-
neur will lease it and allow 
it to continue as a hard-
ware store, but so far there 
have been no takers.

“Quite honestly, since 
the beginning of COVID 
it has become increasingly 
hard on small businesses 
like this because the sup-
ply chain is so choked,” 
Trice said. “We’ve been 
struggling for the last year 
and a half to get goods. 
The lead times are many 
times longer than what 
they were before. The 
availability is not there.”

Trice said for 30 years, 
owning the store never felt 
like work. He said that’s 
changed in the past 18 
months as he and Hepburn 
have spent hours on the 
telephone each day trying 
to procure the inventory 
necessary for the store to 
survive.

Trice and Hepburn not-
ed that smaller stores are 
often last to receive inven-
tory as suppliers look to 
take care of the large chain 
operations first.

A  T r a c t o r  S u p p l y 
opened last month in La-
dysmith a few miles down 
the road, but Trice said 
that did not factor into his 
decision to close, because 
there are differences in 
what the stores offer.

“Most people don’t have 
an idea of how hard it is to 
compete with the giants in 
corporate America—the 
Lowe’s, Home Depot, Am-
azon Prime and Tractor 
Supply,” Trice said. “It’s 
tough, but we’ve been able 
to do it through the sup-
port of the community. 
We have the best custom-
ers and employees on the 
planet.”

Those customers and 
employees showed up for 

Trice in full force in 2016 
after he spent seven weeks 
in the hospital’s ICU and 
another month in recovery 
following a massive heart 
attack that eventually led 
to a heart transplant.

Doctors told him he 
had a 4 percent chance of 
survival after the heart 
attack.

Trice said during a “cog-
nizant” moment after the 
heart attack, he pledged 
to close the business. But 
Hepburn, other employees 
and customers prevented 
that from happening.

“The first thing I told 
the employees is, this is no 
longer just a job,” Hepburn 
said. “I got them together 
and I said, this is now per-
sonal. And they were the 
absolute greatest.”

A 2016 Free Lance–Star 
report noted that custom-
ers offered help with any 
chore needed to keep the 
store going from unload-
ing tractor-trailers to de-
livering feed to the farm. 
One man spent days as-
sembling a farm tiller and 
dozens of others left their 
phone numbers with mes-

sages to call anytime.
After Trice recovered, 

he held an appreciation 
event at the store for those 
who kept it running.

Trice said knowing how 
the community rallied 
around him made his deci-
sion to close even tougher.

“My emotions are over-
whelming,” he said. “It’s 
hard to come in here every 
day knowing that I’m leav-
ing. I have forged so many 
friendships and I have 
seen the good in people 
unlike you could ever 
imagine. … It’s been the 
highlight of my life.”

Trice will retreat to his 
home, which sits on a 
farm near the store. He’s 
unsure what he will do 
next. Hepburn has worked 
at Homestead for 26 years 
and said she’ll now look 
for work elsewhere. She 
has no plans to retire.

“It’s extremely emo-
tional and it hurts on the 
inside,” Trice said of clos-
ing. “But I feel like it’s 
something that has to 
happen.”
Taft Coghill Jr: 540/374-5526 
tcoghill@freelancestar.com

Hardware
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PHOTOS BY PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Gary Trice speaks with Homestead Hardware employee Trish Hill. He credits 
employees and customers for their support after his heart attack in 2016.

Trice is hoping someone will lease the store building 
and keep it going, but that hasn’t happened yet. 

After serving Caroline County for more than 30 
years, Homestead Hardware is closing its doors.

My emotions are overwhelming. It’s hard to come in 
here every day knowing that I’m leaving. I have forged 
so many friendships and I have seen the good in 
people unlike you could ever imagine. 

—GARY TRICE, HOMESTEAD HARDWARE OWNER
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By TAFT COGHILL JR.
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

As the front desk clerk at the Garden 
Inn on U.S. 1 in Spotsylvania County, 
Debbie Tyree has witnessed all sorts of 
efforts to assist long-term residents.

Various ministries have fed those 
dwelling at the facility. There have been 
clothing drives, and school supplies have 
been provided for children.

But the most recent effort has stunned 
Tyree.

Amazon’s Black Employee Network—
one of 13 affinity groups the company 
created—has partnered with former 
Fredericksburg resident Januari Coates 
and her mother, Debra Samuels, to 

provide necessities for residents of the 
Garden Inn.

They’ve also helped refurnish the 
Thurman Brisben Center homeless shel-
ter where Coates was a resident for two 
weeks 25 years ago and now serves on the 

Board of Directors.
Coates and Samuels collaborated with 

Arm of the Lord Ministries in Freder-
icksburg to distribute the supplies, as 
well as food and other necessities.

“I’ve been with the hotel for two 
years,” Tyree said. “People come feed 
our residents and do other things. But 
nothing this extreme.”

The “extreme” Tyree speaks of is 
more than 60 slow cookers and air fry-
ers, beds, dressers and more. Coates and 
Samuels also requested suitcases for 
residents because they don’t like seeing 
them come and go with their belongings 
in trash bags.

Group offers ‘extreme’ 
help to those in need

FILE / MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Januari Coates (left) and Debra Samuels get ready to prepare a meal at the Thurman Brisben Center in 2020. 
Amazon’s Black Employee Network partnered with the two women to help people in need in the Fredericksburg area.

By MATTHEW LEE  
And FRAnK JORdAnS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

GENEVA—U.S. President 
Joe Biden said Thursday that 
any Russian troop move-

ments across Ukraine’s 
border would constitute an 
invasion and that Moscow 
would “pay a heavy price” 
for such an action.

It was the latest White 

House effort to clear up 
comments Biden made a day 
earlier when he suggested 
that a “minor incursion” by 
Russia into Ukrainian ter-
ritory could result in a more 
measured response by the 
United States and allies.

Facing an avalanche of 
criticism from Republican 

lawmakers and Ukrainian 
officials that Biden’s com-
ments had invited limited 
military action by Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, 
Biden sought to clarify his 
remarks at the start of a 
meeting at the White House 
focused on domestic policy.

AMAZON’S BLACK EMPLOYEE NETWORK IS MAKING ITS MARK

I just told them the pains of my heart 
and what I think the Fredericksburg 
community needs. They said they’ve 
got my back. I never thought they 
meant to this capacity.

—JAnUARI COATES

SEE AMAzOn, A6

By dAWn HAUn
FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Caroline County Board 
of Supervisors will hold a public 
hearing Feb. 8 to get input on 
redrawing district voting maps.

A proposed redistricting plan 
could bring changes for voters in 
Caroline County this year based 
on the recent census count, in-
cluding reducing the size of the 
Madison District and adding 
more voters to the Reedy Church 
and Bowling Green districts.

The 2020 census count re-
vealed that Caroline County has 
grown by 2,300 in population 
over 10 years, to a total of 30,887. 
Half of that increase has been in 
the Madison District.

Localities are required by law 
to redistrict every 10 years after 
the national census to account 
for population and demographic 
shifts and ensure fair represen-
tation on elected boards.

According to Section 5 of 
the federal Voting Rights Act, 
Caroline is required to seek pre-
clearance of its voting maps and 
background data from the De-
partment of Justice. The county 
must follow federal and state laws 
when establishing boundaries.

Caroline County Director of 
Planning and Community Devel-
opment Mike Finchum presented 
new district totals to the Board 
of Supervisors at a meeting ear-
lier this month. With the new 
growth, the six districts must 
now average 5,148 people each. A 
deviation of plus or minus 5 per-
cent is allowed, which means the 
population in each district can 
range from 4,891 to 5,405.

“Anything over this amount 
will be problematic for the coun-
ty in the adoption of ordinanc-
es,” Finchum told supervisors.

Finchum recommended that 
the board make minimum chang-

Public can 
weigh in  
on Caroline  
voting maps
COUNTY SUPERVISORS  
SET HEARING ON PROPOSED 
REDISTRICTING PLAN

SEE CAROlInE, A6

U.S. to Russia: No troops in Ukraine 
BIDEN, BLINKEN PROMISE 
SWIFT AND SEVERE 
RESPONSE TO INVASION

ALEx BRANDON / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Secretary of State Antony Blinken is warning 
the Russian military to stay out of Ukraine.

SHARPEnInG SWORDS 
>> Russian military drilling. A12

By MEL LEOnOR
RICHMOND TIMES–DISPATCH

Virg in ians with no 
symptoms should avoid 
u s i n g  up  t he  s t ate ’s 
strained supply of CO-
VID-19 tests, Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin said Thursday, 

as the state works to re-
focus its supply on hospi-
tals, nursing homes and 
schools.

Youngkin, who opposes 
vaccine mandates, also 
said the state will boost 

resources and efforts to 
encourage the 1.6 million 
unvaccinated Virginians 
to get the shot. Youngkin 
will host and attend vac-
cination events, according 
to his office.

The new testing guide-
lines and vaccine strat-
egy are part of a plan the 
Youngkin administration 
announced Thursday to 

assuage the impact of the 
COVID-19 surge facing 
Virginia and the rest of the 
nation.

The latest surge, fueled 
by the omicron variant, is 
straining the state’s health 
care resources: On Thurs-
day, 3,871 people were 
hospitalized for COV-
ID-19, the highest number 

Youngkin encourages vaccination, rationing of tests

SCOTT P. YATES / THE ROANOKE TIMES

Gov. Glenn Youngkin speaks to reporters after  
a visit to a COVID-19 testing site in Roanoke.

TEST ONLY IF YOU HAVE 
COVID-19 SYMPTOMS, 
GOVERNOR ADVISES

SEE yOUnGKIn, A6

CAMPAIGn CASH 
>> Money flowed into 
Youngkin’s war chest. A5

SEE UKRAInE, A6
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Amazon provided more 
than 200 toys at Christ-
mas, and representatives 
from BEN went door to 
door to ensure the gifts 
were age appropriate.

The company is also 
finalizing a $100,000 
pledge toward Downtown 
Greens purchasing a 56-
acre parcel in Fredericks-
burg to expand commu-
nity greenspace.

“We have three sig-
natures, and we’re three 
more [Amazon] signatures 
away from making that 
happen,” Coates said.

Coates is a Woodbridge 
resident and real estate 
agent.

She said the partner-
ship with Amazon was 
established after a chance 
encounter with BEN’s 
President, Rivera Wil-
liams, near her real estate 
office in Dumfries.

She later had a lunch 
meeting with BEN repre-
sentatives.

“I just told them the 
pains of my heart and 
what I think the Fred-
ericksburg community 
needs,” Coates said. “They 
said they’ve got my back. I 
never thought they meant 
to this capacity.”

Coates and Samuels ar-
range for a box truck to 
pick up items at Amazon’s 
warehouse in Springfield. 
They then hire a driver 
transport the goods to the 
Fredericksburg area.

Coates said she’s par-
ticularly concerned about 
residents at the Garden 
Inn, because they may go 
overlooked since they’re 
not on the streets.

When residents arrive at 
the Garden Inn, they enter 
empty rooms with no bed, 
dressers, refrigerator or 
cooking equipment.

“There are people above 
the threshold of Brisben 
but they’re still in need,” 
Coates said.

Amazon is addressing 
issues at the Brisben Cen-
ter, as well.

The company donated 
new sofas for the activity 
room, along with 70- and 
55-inch TVs. Amazon is 
working to upgrade the 
computers at the shelter to 
ensure they’re up to speed 
for residents to conduct 
job and home searches.

New curtains were also 
donated and Amazon has 
partnered with Cracker 
Barrel to ensure three 
meals per day are provided 
to residents when there 
are no volunteers available 
to cook.

“They’re going to outfit 
the shelter with new cur-
tains, bedding … The chil-
dren’s playroom looks like 
it was left back in the 40s,” 
Samuels said. “Amazon is 
coming in and redoing the 
whole playroom.”

Coates and Samuels 
stressed that the part-

nership with Amazon 
has yielded more than 
giveaways and cosmetic 
upgrades.

There was a job fair held 
at Montego Bay Grille & 
Sports Bar, where five 
Brisben Center residents 
were hired to work at an 
Amazon warehouse for 
$16 an hour. Altogether, 23 
Fredericksburg-area resi-
dents were hired that day.

“We found that Brisben 
was very credible,” said 
Williams of BEN. “We 
wanted to align ourselves 
with its mission state-
ment.”

Wi l l i a ms sa id  BEN 
saw the partnership with 
Coates and her mother as 
an opportunity to fulfill 
its goal of assisting com-
munity partners.

A new 630,000-square 
foot distribution hub is 
coming to Stafford Coun-
ty, but Williams said that 
venture had nothing to 
do with the company’s 
involvement in Freder-
icksburg. He called his 
meet ing with Coates 

“happenstance” and “di-
vine intervention.”

“What we wanted to 
do from the standpoint 
of Amazon is to fill in the 
gaps and help support [the 
Brisben Center’s] mission 
statement,” Will iams 
said. “So it’s not that we’ve 
created anything differ-
ent. We just align our-
selves with those causes 
that are supportive of the 
local community.”

Coates also helped fa-
cilitate a spa day at the 
Brisben Center last week-
end. She plans to arrange 
drop-offs from Spring-
field to Fredericksburg 
each Saturday, if possible.

She said the ultimate 
goal is to have a perma-
nent distribution location.

“I’m just happy to be the 
vessel that can be a part of 
something,” Coates said. 
“It’s not about me. I’m just 
part of the bigger plan. It’s 
amazing to watch it come 
to fruition.”

Taft Coghill Jr: 540/374-5526
tcoghill@freelancestar.com 
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File / Mike Morones / The Free lance–sTar

Januari Coates and Debra Samuels (center) are working with an Amazon group 
that has helped local residents in need by supplying food, furnishings and jobs.

es to the districts to 
avoid disrupting poll-
ing places and repre-
sentation on the board.

The Bowling Green 
(4 ,729) and Reedy 
Church (4,757) districts 
fall below the mini-
mum population totals 
and will require moving 
people into these dis-
tricts to reach the mini-
mum requirements.

The Madison Dis-
trict falls well above 
the  m a x i mu m re-
quirements at 6,002, 
and will need to be 
reduced by at least 597 
people to balance the 
districts. Finchum is 
recommending mov-
ing 854 people to pre-
pare for the next de-
cade of growth in the 
Madison District.

A population shift 
from the Madison Dis-
trict to the Port Royal 
District could require 
creating a new polling 
precinct on Ladysmith 
Road at Wright’s Cha-
pel United Methodist 
Church.

Currently, the coun-
ty has nine precincts 
within the districts for 
the Board of Supervi-
sors and the School 
Board. A new district, 
Western Caroline, was 
created in 2011, along 
with four new voting 
precincts.

Finchum said state 
redistricting divided 
Caroline into two dis-
tricts for the House of 
Delegates: the 66th and 
67th. If the election 
districts are adjusted, 
then a new polling pre-
cinct will have to be 
established for Bowl-
ing Green or Port Royal 
district, he said.

Congressional seats 
are on the ballot in 
Virginia in 2022, but 
Caroline’s next Board 
of Supervisors and 
School Board elections 
aren’t until 2023.

CAroline
► FROM A1of hospitalizations since 

the pandemic started; 635 
were in intense-care units.

The new plan is the 
fourth action on COV-
ID-19 the new administra-
tion has issued: On Satur-
day, his first day in office, 
Youngkin issued orders 
allowing parents to opt 
out of local school mask 
requirements, doing away 
with the vaccine mandate 
for state employees, and 
calling for a review of the 
state’s workplace safety 
guidelines for COVID-19 
crafted by the Northam 
administration.

TesTing
Aside from people with-

out symptoms, the state is 
asking “healthy individu-
als with mild symptoms” 
to stay home and “use 
discretion on testing.” The 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and the Virginia 
Department of Health 
have been advising anyone 
with a known exposure 
to COVID-19 to get test-
ed, and those with mild 
symptoms to isolate until 
they get a negative test.

Many people relied on 
tests, particularly rapid 
tests, during the holidays 
to avoid spread during so-
cial and family gatherings.

Directives from public 
health experts have been 
increasingly difficult to 
follow as the nation and 
state face a shortage of 
rapid tests, and back-
logs in diagnostic tests, 
known as PCRs. Former 
Gov. Ralph Northam said 
earlier this month that the 
state had a strong supply 
of PCRs, but was strug-
gling to open up clinics to 
administer them because 
of staffing shortages.

This week, the federal 
government began taking 
orders for free rapid tests 
it will ship to households 
across the nation. Every 
address is entitled to four 
tests, regardless of house-
hold size or risk of devel-
oping severe illness.

Under the new guide-
lines, the state will dis-
courage “mass testing” 
for the purpose of pre-
screening a crowd for in-
fections. 

The Youngkin admin-
istration said prioritizing 
testing will help “mitigate 
supply-chain shortages.” 
It has directed the state 
health commissioner to 
draft new guidance for the 
public around how and 
when people should get 
tested.

The new guidance will 
prioritize tests for stu-
dents exposed to CO-
VID-19, essential workers, 
vulnerable citizens and 
their caregivers, nursing 
home residents over 65, 
and anyone directed to get 
a test by their health care 
provider.

As part of its new plan, 
it will also redeploy un-
used tests at non-essential 
state agencies and facili-
ties to schools, hospitals 
and nursing facilities.

VACCines
Youngkin’s new vaccine 

plan directs the state’s 
health secretary to “re-
prioritize” agency re-
sources to vaccine ed-
ucation and outreach, 
including “disproportion-
ately unvaccinated com-
munities.”

A statewide look shows 
rural Southwest Virginia 
has the lowest vaccina-
tion rates compared with 
the rest of the state. Black 
Virginians are slightly 
less likely than Latino and 

white Virginians to be 
vaccinated at 55 percent 
compared with 68 percent 
and 59 percent respective-
ly, according to data from 
the Virginia Department 
of Health.

Children between the 
ages of 5 and 17 have a 44 
percent vaccination rate, 
compared with 79 percent 
for people above the age of 
18, according to VDH.

Youngkin’s plan in-
cludes hosting 120 vac-
cination events, deploying 
additional mobile vaccine 
units to rural communi-
ties, and “empowering 
Virginia with choices, not 
mandates.”

HospiTAls
Youngkin also issued 

an executive order Thurs-
day giving hospitals and 
nursing homes regulatory 
flexibility to ramp up their 
number of beds and build 
up their staffs—in line 
with an executive order 
that Northam issued ear-
lier this month.

The Virginia Hospital 
& Healthcare Association 
thanked Youngkin for the 
order on hospital capacity, 
calling them “important 
flexibilities.”

“An effective hospital 
response to this surge 
necessitates support from 
the public and partners 
in government to ensure 
continuity of operations 
so that patients can re-
ceive the care they need,” 
said VHHA President and 
CEO Sean Connaughton.
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Gov. Glenn Youngkin visits Carilion Roanoke 
Memorial Hospital and speaks with reporters.

“I’ve been absolutely 
clear with President Pu-
tin,” Biden said. “He has 
no misunderstanding: 
Any, any assembled Rus-
sian units move across the 
Ukrainian border, that is 
an invasion,” said Biden, 
adding that an invasion 
would be met with a “se-
vere and coordinated eco-
nomic response.”

His comments came 
as U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken prepared 
to meet Friday in Geneva 
with Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov in a high-
stakes bid to ease tensions 
that appears likely to fail.

Biden said the U.S. was 
preparing for Russia to 
take action that fell out-
side the parameters of 
conventional warfare.

“Russia has a long histo-
ry of using measures other 
than overt military action 
to carry out aggression— 
paramilitary tactics, so-
called gray zone attacks 
and actions by Russian 
soldiers not wearing Rus-
sian uniforms,” he said.

On Wednesday, Biden 
said he thinks Moscow 
will invade and warned 
Putin that Russia would 
pay a “dear price” in lives 
lost and a possible cutoff 
from the global banking 
system if it does.

But Biden also prompted 
consternation among al-
lies by saying the response 
to a Russian invasion “de-
pends on what it does.”

“It’s one thing if it’s a 
minor incursion and then 
we end up having a fight 
about what to do and not 
do, et cetera,” he said.

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
was among those express-
ing concern.

“We want to remind the 
great powers that there 
are no minor incursions 
and small nations. Just as 
there are no minor casual-
ties and little grief from 
the loss of loved ones,” he 
tweeted.

Before traveling to Ge-
neva, Blinken warned in 
Berlin that there would be 
a “swift, severe” response 
from the United States 
and its allies if Russia sent 
any military forces into 
Ukraine.

“If any Russian mili-
tary forces move across 
the Ukrainian border and 
commit new acts of ag-
gression against Ukraine, 
that will be met with a 
swift, severe, united re-
sponse from the United 
States and our allies and 
partners,” Blinken told a 
news conference with his 
German counterpart.

Later, Blinken accused 
Russia of threatening the 
foundations of world or-
der with its buildup of an 
estimated 100,000 troops 
near Ukraine.

Russia must face a con-
certed and severe global 
response if it invades, he 
said in a speech in Berlin, 
the city that symbolized 
the Cold War split be-
tween East and West.

“These are difficult is-
sues we are facing, and 
resolving them won’t hap-
pen quickly,” Blinken said. 
“I certainly don’t expect 
we’ll solve them in Geneva 
tomorrow.”

He later told an audience 
at the Berlin–Branden-
burg Academy of Sci-
ences that Russia’s actions 

toward Ukraine are an 
attempt to subvert inter-
national norms and just 
the latest in a series of vio-
lations of numerous trea-
ties, agreements and other 
commitments Moscow 
has made to respect the 
sovereignty and territory 
of other countries.

“Perhaps no place in 
the world experienced 
the divisions of the Cold 
War more than this city,” 
Blinken said. “Here, Presi-
dent Kennedy declared all 
free people citizens of Ber-
lin. Here, President Rea-
gan urged Mr. Gorbachev 
to tear down that wall. It 
seems at times that Presi-
dent Putin wants to return 
to that era. We hope not.”

Blinken met earlier with 
top diplomats from Brit-
ain, France and Germany 
to project a united front 
over concerns that Rus-
sia may be planning to 
invade Ukraine. He met 
Ukraine’s president in 
Kyiv a day earlier.

Bl inken took pa ins 
Thursday to stress the 
U.S. and its partners were 
united, noting that Amer-
ican diplomats have held 
more than 100 meetings 
with allies in recent weeks 
“to ensure that we are 
speaking and acting to-
gether with one voice 
when it comes to Russia.”

“That unity gives us 
strength, a strength I 
might add that Russia does 
not and cannot match,” he 
said. “It’s why we build 
voluntary alliances and 
partnerships in the first 
place. It’s also why Russia 
recklessly seeks to divide 
us.”

In Washington, the 
Biden administration 
announced Thursday it 
has levied new sanctions 
against four Ukrainian of-
ficials who administration 
officials say are part of a 
Russian influence effort 
to set the pretext for an 
invasion. The sanctions 
name parliament mem-
bers Taras Kozak and Oleh 
Voloshyn and two former 
government officials. All 
four have been intimately 
involved in disinforma-
tion efforts by Russia’s 
federal security service, 
known as the FSB, accord-
ing to Treasury.

Russia denies it is plan-
ning an invasion and, in 
turn, accused the West of 
plotting “provocations” 
in Ukraine, citing the de-
livery of weapons to the 
country by British mili-
tary transports in recent 
days.

Russian Foreign Minis-
try spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova alleged Ukrai-
nian and Western talk 
of an imminent Russian 
attack was a “cover for 
staging large-scale provo-
cations of their own, in-
cluding those of military 
character.”

Russia wants binding 
security guarantees, in-
cluding a permanent pro-
hibition on Ukrainian 
membership in NATO, to 
which Kyiv aspires, and 
the removal of most of 
the U.S. and allied mili-
tary presence in eastern 
Europe.

The U.S. and its Euro-
pean partners say they are 
willing to consider certain 
less-dramatic gestures but 
that the Russian demands 
are out of the question and 
that Putin knows they are 
nonstarters. That, Blinken 
said, is proof of Putin’s ul-
terior motive.
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A Ukrainian soldier stands in the trench on the line 
of separation from pro-Russian rebels in Mariupol.
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