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SECOND FRONT
Ukraine is a long way from 
Smithfi eld, but local citizens 
and businesses are sharing 
their love with the war-torn 
country.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“We view this as really a community effort and I 
think the entire community will be able to share in 
the success of what they’ve done … It’s going to 
save lives ultimately.”

Volume 103 Number 12 Wednesday, March 23, 2022 75 cents

— Assistant County Administrator Don Robertson
On the green light for a 50-bed hospital in Isle of Wight
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Former Smithfield Mayor 
James Chapman, the first African 
American to hold the office, died 
March 19 after succumbing to inju-
ries he’d sustained in a house fire.

Two weeks earlier, Smithfield’s 
Town Council had honored Chap-
man at its March 1 meeting with 
a resolution celebrating his 96th 
birthday.

He was born in 1926 in a house 
that once stood where the Route 10 
bypass now crosses through town, 
and began his decades-long career 
with the Pretlow & Chapman Fu-
neral Home on West Main Street 

as a teenager, according to The 
Smithfield Times’ archives. During 
World War II, he joined the Navy 
and was stationed in Japan and 
Hawaii near the end of the war.

Upon returning to the United 
States, he completed mortuary 
school in New York City and 
returned to Smithfield, where he 
continued to work part-time at 
Pretlow & Chapman while also 
working full-time at the Norfolk 
Naval Shipyard.

When the funeral home’s own-
er, Richard Pretlow, died in 1963, 
Chapman took over running the 
business with Pretlow’s widow. 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

After initially recommending 
denial, the Virginia Department 
of Health reversed course and ap-
proved Riverside Health Systems’ 
requested certificate of public 
need for a 50-bed Isle of Wight 
County hospital.

Interim State Health Com-
missioner Dr. Colin Greene an-
nounced his ruling March 18 – 
three days ahead of the scheduled 
March 21 decision date.

“Maintaining the status quo 
is not a preferable alternative as 
it does not reasonably respond to 
demonstrated growth and devel-
opment in Isle of Wight County, 
and beyond,” Greene wrote in his 
decision.

The Isle of Wight County proj-
ect, he argues, would “improve 
geographic and financial access 
to hospital services and emergen-
cy medical services for residents 
… many of whom live in rural 
areas and federally-designat-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Beth Haywood won’t seek 
a second term on Smithfield’s 
Town Council.

Haywood announced at the 

council’s March 1 meeting that 
she will step down at the end 
of her term, which expires 
Dec. 30.

“I had three grandsons born 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s Board 
of Supervisors voted unanimous-
ly on March 17 to allow a 20-acre 
solar farm along the south side 
of Orbit Road.

But Supervisor Dick Grice is 
now calling for a moratorium on 
new facilities until at least one of 
the five solar farms the board has 
approved over the past five years 
begins operating.

“We don’t have anything to 
look at … we don’t know if what 
we’ve done is good, bad or indif-
ferent,” Grice said.

Nuby Run Solar LLC, a sub-
sidiary of Charlottesville-based 
Hexagon Energy, had applied for 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

More than 200 Isle of Wight 
residents have filed a petition in 
the county’s Circuit Court seeking 
to recall School Board member 
Michael Vines.

Vines’ seat was already to go be-
fore a special election this Novem-
ber. He’d been appointed last fall as 
Julia Perkins’ interim replacement 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County’s school 
system and Sheriff’s Office are 
releasing few details regarding 
a series of alleged sex crimes 

— two of which involved one or 
more juveniles.

According to a listing of in-
cidents to which deputies re-
sponded during the week of Feb. 

Hospital approved

Haywood won’t 
seek reelection 

Sex crimes reported 
on Turner Drive

Isle of Wight supervisors approve 
Nuby Run solar farm on Orbit Road

James Chapman, Smithfield’s 
first Black mayor, dies at 96

Petition seeks to 
recall Vines from 

School Board

VinesChapman
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Riverside Health Systems used this rendering of the proposed hospital when campaigning to move the project forward. It's now received 
approval for a certificate of public need from the state.

    The Woodland solar farm, pictured, is the only solar farm current-
ly operational in Isle of Wight County. It's located at the corner of 
Longview and Woodland drives.
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in the last two years and I 
want to spend more time 
with them … To be fully 
committed to Town Council 
takes a lot of time read-
ing, researching, talking to 
people and I would rather 
spend that time with family 
at this point in my life,” 
Haywood said, speaking to 
The Smithfield Times via 
email March 16.

She’s also become dissat-
isfied with the lack of prog-
ress on some town projects.

“When I ran four years 
ago, I did have high hopes 
of seeing the Park-to-Park 
trail completed,” Haywood 
said. “It has been frustrat-
ing that so many other 
projects have come through 
and have been completed, 
considering we committed 

to this project more than 10 
years ago.”

Last year, Isle of Wight 
County celebrated the open-
ing of its portion of the trail, 
which is eventually intend-
ed to span from Nike Park 
in Carrollton to Windsor 
Castle Park in Smithfield. 
The county’s $8.6 million 
portion of the 10-foot-wide 
asphalt bicycle and pedes-
trian path spans roughly 3 
miles down Nike Park and 
Battery Park roads. The 
remaining 1-mile segment, 
which will run from Bat-
tery Park Road down South 
Church Street and across 
the Cypress Creek Bridge, 
is to be funded by the town. 
As of 2019, Smithfield’s por-
tion was projected to cost 
anywhere from $2.5 million 

to $3.3 million, and be eight 
feet wide rather than 10.

“Serving on Town Coun-
cil has been a good expe-
rience for me,” Haywood 
said. “I have learned a lot. 
… Now is the time for oth-
ers to get involved. In order 
for all people to be repre-
sented, we need to have a 
variety of candidates.”

Four of the seven council 
seats will be on the ballot 
this November. Per a 2021 
change in state law, Smith-
field’s local elections are no 
longer in May.

In addition to Haywood’s 
seat, those held by Mayor 
Carter Williams, Council-
woman Valerie Butler and 
Councilman Wayne Hall 
will also be up for election.

• Continued from p. 1

Haywood

• Continued from p. 1

Hospital
ed medically-underserved 
communities.” It would 
also “introduce an element 
of beneficial competition” 
in an area that “currently 
displays marked concen-
tration of resources and 
services in its health care 
market.”

“We are very excited, 
especially for the residents 
of Isle of Wight, Surry and 
Western Tidewater, said 
Bill Downey, Riverside’s 
chief executive officer. “We 
think this will be a great ad-
dition to that community.”

Isle of Wight’s assistant 
county administrator, Don 
Robertson, said he was 
“ecstatic” at news of the 
project moving forward 
with the state’s blessing.

“We certainly want to 
thank Riverside’s leader-
ship team, our community 
leaders and stakeholders, 
for their engagement and 
feedback during the pro-

cess,” Robertson said. “We 
view this as really a com-
munity effort and I think 
the entire community will 
be able to share in the suc-
cess of what they’ve done 
… It’s going to save lives 
ultimately.”

Smithfield Mayor Carter 
Williams called the news of 
the VDH’s decision “very 
surprising” but “really 
exciting.”

“That is wonderful, won-
derful news,” Williams 
said.

In October, VDH staff 
recommended denying Riv-
erside’s application on the 
grounds that the proposed 
project “unnecessarily du-
plicates existing services al-
ready available in surplus” 
in Planning District 20 – a 
region that includes Isle of 
Wight and Southampton 
counties and the cities of 
Franklin, Suffolk, Chesa-
peake, Portsmouth, Norfolk 

and Virginia Beach.
Riverside appealed the 

recommendation at a De-
cember “informal fact-find-
ing conference,” arguing 
the alleged “surplus of 229 
medical-surgical beds in PD 
20 for the five-year planning 
horizon” cited in VDH’s 
recommended denial was 
actually a 135-bed surplus 
by Riverside’s calculations, 
which becomes a 79-bed 
deficit when unstaffed beds 
are subtracted.

Riverside also took issue 
with the VDH’s listed travel 
times from Isle of Wight 
and Surry counties to Riv-
erside Regional Medical 
Center in Newport News 
and Sentara Obici Hospital 
in Suffolk, arguing that am-
bulance trips in reality take 
upward of half an hour due 
to traffic congestion.

The hospital will be built 
on land Riverside already 
owns near the intersec-

tion of Benn’s Church and 
Brewer’s Neck boulevards. 
It’s slated to break ground 
in the spring of 2023 and 
to open its doors by the 
fall of 2025. According to 
Riverside’s website, it will 
include an emergency de-
partment, a labor and de-
livery department with six 
obstetrics beds and a neo-
natal nursery, 34 medical/
surgical beds, 10 intensive 
care unit beds, four operat-
ing rooms and diagnostic 
imaging services.

“We’ve been doing some 
preliminary work on the 
project,” Downey said. 
“This will allow us to ac-
celerate that work. Our goal 
is to begin breaking ground 
within a year.”

Barbara Wiggins, CEO and founder of Providential Credit Care Management, was the guest speaker at 
a recent Smithfield Kiwanis Club meeting. Wiggins outlined how she works with other organizations 
to improve the lives of those in need in Isle of Wight County.The club meets at 12:30 p.m. Thursdays 
at Smithfield Station and generally has guest speakers on the second and third Thursdays of each 
month. (Submitted photo)

Wiggins addresses Kiwanis
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