Hospital approved

Riverside Health Systems used this rendering of the proposed hospital when campaigning to move the project forward. It's now received
approval for a certificate of public need from the state.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

After initially recommending
denial, the Virginia Department
of Health reversed course and ap-
proved Riverside Health Systems’
requested certificate of public
need for a 50-bed Isle of Wight
County hospital.

Interim State Health Com-
missioner Dr. Colin Greene an-
nounced his ruling March 18 -
three days ahead of the scheduled
March 21 decision date.

“Maintaining the status quo
is not a preferable alternative as
it does not reasonably respond to
demonstrated growth and devel-
opment in Isle of Wight County,
and beyond,” Greene wrote in his
decision.

The Isle of Wight County proj-
ect, he argues, would “improve
geographic and financial access
to hospital services and emergen-
cy medical services for residents
... many of whom live in rural
areas and federally-designat-
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ed medically-underserved
communities.” It would
also “introduce an element
of beneficial competition”
in an area that “currently
displays marked concen-
tration of resources and
services in its health care
market.”

“We are very excited,
especially for the residents
of Isle of Wight, Surry and
Western Tidewater, said
Bill Downey, Riverside’s
chief executive officer. “We
think this will be a great ad-
dition to that community.”

Isle of Wight’s assistant
county administrator, Don
Robertson, said he was
“ecstatic” at news of the
project moving forward
with the state’s blessing.

“We certainly want to
thank Riverside’s leader-
ship team, our community
leaders and stakeholders,
for their engagement and
feedback during the pro-

cess,” Robertson said. “We
view this as really a com-
munity effort and I think
the entire community will
be able to share in the suc-
cess of what they’ve done
... It’s going to save lives
ultimately.”

Smithfield Mayor Carter
Williams called the news of
the VDH’s decision “very
surprising” but “really
exciting.”

“That is wonderful, won-
derful news,” Williams
said.

In October, VDH staff
recommended denying Riv-
erside’s application on the
grounds that the proposed
project “unnecessarily du-
plicates existing services al-
ready available in surplus”
in Planning District 20 — a
region that includes Isle of
Wight and Southampton
counties and the cities of
Franklin, Suffolk, Chesa-
peake, Portsmouth, Norfolk

and Virginia Beach.

Riverside appealed the
recommendation at a De-
cember “informal fact-find-
ing conference,” arguing
the alleged “surplus of 229
medical-surgical beds in PD
20 for the five-year planning
horizon” cited in VDH’s
recommended denial was
actually a 135-bed surplus
by Riverside’s calculations,
which becomes a 79-bed
deficit when unstaffed beds
are subtracted.

Riverside also took issue
with the VDH’s listed travel
times from Isle of Wight
and Surry counties to Riv-
erside Regional Medical
Center in Newport News
and Sentara Obici Hospital
in Suffolk, arguing that am-
bulance trips in reality take
upward of half an hour due
to traffic congestion.

The hospital will be built
on land Riverside already
owns near the intersec-

tion of Benn’s Church and
Brewer’s Neck boulevards.
It’s slated to break ground
in the spring of 2023 and
to open its doors by the
fall of 2025. According to
Riverside’s website, it will
include an emergency de-
partment, a labor and de-
livery department with six
obstetrics beds and a neo-
natal nursery, 34 medical/
surgical beds, 10 intensive
care unit beds, four operat-
ing rooms and diagnostic
imaging services.

“We’ve been doing some
preliminary work on the
project,” Downey said.
“This will allow us to ac-
celerate that work. Our goal
isto begin breaking ground
within a year.”

Coming Soon/
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