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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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about the lack of high speed internet
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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double murder 
still unsolved

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

It’s been 35 years since an 
Isle of Wight County sher-
iff’s deputy on nighttime pa-
trol found 20-year-old David 
Knobling’s pickup truck parked 
at the Ragged Island wildlife ref-
uge – doors closed but unlocked, 
driver’s side window down and 
its radio left playing with no 
one inside.

Two days later, on Sept. 23, 
1987, a beachcomber discov-
ered the bodies of Knobling 

and 14-year-old Robin Edwards 
lying on Ragged Island’s shore-
line roughly a mile from the 
James River Bridge. Both had 
been shot in the back of the head 
at close range.

The double murder remains 
unsolved, one of several de-
cades-old crimes now listed in 
an online Virginia State Police 
database of cold cases that de-
buted in June.

Janette Edwards Santia-
go, Robin’s older sister, re-
members her younger sibling 

State PoliceDivision FiveCase: 89-14127

Homicide

Incident date: 
09/23/1987
Location: 
Isle of Wight County

other facts

Robin Margaret Edwards

David Lee Knobling

1. Can you briefly summa-
rize why you decided to run 
for office?

I truly love this town that I 
have called home since 1982. I have 
demonstrated this commitment by 
serving as a town police officer, 
Virginia state trooper, county 
chief deputy sheriff and as chief 
of police. I have also served as the 
deputy chief and chief of the Vir-
ginia Marine Police before serving 
under three governors as com-
missioner of Marine Resources. 

1. Can you briefly summa-
rize why you decided to run 
for office?

I love the commonwealth of 
Virginia, raised in Richmond, 
graduated college here and lived 
31 years in Virginia Beach. I’m a 
semiretired business owner and 
have the time to give back to my 
community. I have no business/
financial interests in the Town 
of Smithfield for personal gains. 
I understand when to invest in a 
business or project for the right 

1. Can you briefly summa-
rize why you decided to run for 
office?

I am running for reelection. 
When I ran my first term, people 
would say, “Valerie, I didn’t know 
you were interested in politics,” 
and I would tell them, “I am not.” I 
do not look at what I do as political, 
but one of service. My campaign 
was run on being transparent, 
open and honest. This position 
has allowed me to serve, listen 
and make decisions that have/will 

1. Can you briefly summa-
rize why you decided to run 
for office?

I decided to run for reelection 
to the Town Council because these 
past four years I have learned a lot 
about town government and there 
is more to learn. I want to be part 
of making Smithfield a better place 
to live, work and raise children.

2. What should be Smith-
field’s top priority right now?

1. Can you briefly summa-
rize why you decided to run for 
office?

Simply put, I love Smithfield. It 
is a special place, and I consider it 
a privilege and duty to make it the 
best possible place to live, work and 
visit. Over the course of my tenure 
as council member and mayor, I’ve 
enjoyed getting to know our citi-
zens, listening to their concerns, 
and helping to resolve issues by 
working with the Town Council 
and staff. It’s my desire to do all that 

Election ’22

Steve 
Bowman

Jeff 
Brooks

Valerie 
Butler

Anthony 
“Wayne” Hall

T. Carter 
Williams

Smithfield Town Council
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• See INTERVIEW, p. 6

• See DMV, p. 3

• See COLD CASE, p. 4

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

A new Virginia Department of 
Motor Vehicles customer service 
center in Smithfield will require 
more than three times the maxi-

mum number of parking spaces 
allowed under the town’s zoning 
ordinance, according to the proj-
ect’s developer.

Warren Sachs, owner of Vir-
ginia Beach-based KLS Battery 
Park Development Group LLC, 

has applied for a special use per-
mit that would allow for up to 108 
parking spaces dedicated to the 
new office, which the DMV would 
lease from him. The town’s zoning 
ordinance specifies one space per 
150 square feet of gross floor area, 

meaning a maximum of 32 spaces 
for the proposed 4,800-square-foot 
South Church Street office.

Smithfield’s Planning Com-
mission voted unanimously on 
Sept. 13 to give a favorable rec-
ommendation to Sachs’ requested 

permit. Assuming Smithfield’s 
Town Council gives final approv-
al for the 108 spaces next month, 
DMV spokeswoman Jessica Cow-
ardin said the state agency now 
hopes to have the new facility 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The Smithfield Times sat down 
with newly hired Isle of Wight 
County Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Theo Cramer on Sept. 14 to dis-
cuss his 30-year education career, 
recent move across state lines, 
and plans for the school division.

1. What got you into the 
education field?

My brother, ended up never 
teaching a day in his life, was 
an education major. I was the 
only one out of the three of us 
who wasn’t an education major 
undergrad. … He left his resume 
home and he called. This was 
before cellphones, he goes to the 
payphone and says, “Can you 
bring my resume to the job fair?”

I just graduated and was sub-
bing at my older sister’s school. 
… I gave him his resume, and as 
I was leaving there are recruiters 
coming from all over like, “Are 
you a recent graduate?” And I’m 
like, “I graduated, but I’m not an 
education major.” 

Literally, I was going to leave 
and that was going to be the end of 
it. I had received so much interest 
from recruiters from all over the 

Developer: DMV needs more parking

Q&A
with new
schools
leader

Five candidates are running for four available seats on Smithfield’s Town 
Council in the Nov. 8 election. The Smithfield Times asked each candidate to 
answer seven questions. For information on early voting, see Page 11.

A new state law requires Virginia State Police to maintain a pub-
licly accessible online database of unsolved homicides, unidentified 
bodies and missing-person cases. Three of the database's 60 cases 
are from Isle of Wight County. This is the first in a three-part series.



as “free-spirited” and 
“hard-headed.”

“She was never afraid of 
anything … always believed 
nothing was going to hap-
pen to her,” Santiago said.

The then-19-year-old had 
been living on her own 
when she received a phone 
call from her parents Sat-
urday night, Sept. 19, 1987, 
asking whether she’d seen 
Robin that evening. She 
answered, “no.”

“I didn’t think a whole 
lot of it at the time because 
she had run away a couple 
months previously and was 
gone for two weeks,” Santi-
ago said.

The sisters “weren’t re-
ally speaking” at the time, 
Santiago recalls, and hadn’t 
been since the day she’d told 
on Robin for having rid-
den her bicycle from their 
parents’ house in Newport 
News almost all the way 
to the Coleman Memorial 
Bridge in York County.

Santiago had attended 
elementary school with 
Knobling, who’d lived in 
Hampton, but hadn’t seen 
him since. Robin, she re-
calls, had arranged a date 
on Sept. 19 with Knobling’s 
cousin, Jason.

As Santiago recalls from 
her mother’s account of 
events, Jason, David and 
David’s brother, Michael, 
had shown up at the Ed-
wards home in David’s 
truck the evening of Sept. 
19 to take Robin to a movie 
that ended up being sold 
out. The four went to an 
arcade instead, dropping 
Robin back at her parents’ 
house around 10 p.m.

Michael, who now lives 
in Newport News, con-
firmed Santiago’s version 
of events. He and David are 
technically half-brothers. 
David’s stepfather, Karl, 
had divorced David’s birth 
mother and remarried to 
Kathy Knobling by 1987. 
David’s birth father “wasn’t 
ever really in David’s life,” 
said  Michael, who provided 
no additional comments for 
this story.

Once home, Robin put 
her younger sister, Pam, to 
bed, but at some point went 
back out later that night 
with David.

Why the two ended up 
traveling all the way across 
the James River Bridge to 
Ragged Island remains a 
mystery.

“David’s girlfriend was 
pregnant,” Santiago said, 
recalling her mother’s spec-
ulation that Robin “was a 
problem-solver” and may 
have been trying to help 
David figure out what to do.

Santiago then hinted 
at the possibility of some 
sort of love triangle, noting 
David “was a good-looking 
boy” and Robin “was a 
good-looking girl.”

Ragged Island, accord-
ing to letters to the editor 
published in The Smith-
field Times at the time, 
had a reputation as a 
secluded “lovers lane” 
where young couples 
would park their cars to 
be alone together.

Sept. 21-23, 1987
According to an Oct. 28, 

1987, letter by then-Isle of 
Wight Sheriff B.F. Dixon, 
the deputy who’d found 
David’s truck early Mon-
day, Sept. 21, had exited 
his patrol car at 3:33 a.m. 
and walked through the 
island looking for who 
might have left the ve-
hicle – but found no 
one. He returned to 
his car at 4:10 a.m. 
to check the truck’s 
license plate and 
continued to wait at 
the scene in case anyone 
showed up.

At 5:24 a.m. the Sheriff’s 
Office made its first attempt 
to contact David’s family 
by phone, but received no 
answer. At 6:41 a.m. another 
call was made, also receiv-
ing no answer. At 7:40 a.m. 
“Mrs. Knobling answered” 
and told a dispatcher she 
“had no idea” where David 
was.

The deputy then walked 
through the island again, 
but still found no one. By 
12:20 p.m. Newport News 

detectives and Karl, had 
arrived on the scene. Karl, 
according to Dixon’s letter, 
told detectives he “was sure 
something was wrong.”

Robin’s mother, Bonnie, 
was also called by police to 
identify items that had been 
left in David’s truck, Santi-
ago recalled. She identified 
Robin’s tennis shoes and 
some of her clothes.

David and Robin were 
officially reported missing 
later that day.

During the next day and 
a half, Robin’s parents went 
to WAVY television station 
for an interview and plead-
ed for Robin to come home.

Santiago remembers 
Pam and their parents gath-
ering around the TV the 
evening of Sept. 23, 1987, to 
watch the 5 p.m. news, hop-
ing for an update on Robin.

During the broadcast, 
WAVY reported two bodies 
shot execution-style had just 
been found on the beach that 
morning at Ragged Island, 
identifying the victims as 
20-year-old David Knobling 
of Hampton and 14-year-old 
Robin Edwards of Newport 
News.

“That’s how we found 
out my sister was gone,” 
Santiago said.

Misplaced 
evidence?

According to the Times’ 
Sept. 30, 1987, story on the 
shooting, Dixon told report-
ers on Sept. 28 that his office 
hadn’t yet received a ballis-
tics report on the weapon 
used but believed it to be 
“larger than a .22” caliber. 
But beyond that, there had 
been no physical evidence 
to prove where the murders 
occurred.

There was, however, 
widespread speculation 
at the time that David and 
Robin had been shot on 
a boardwalk built across 
the Ragged Island marsh, 
their bodies then drifting 
to where they were found 
after being dumped into the 
James River.

“They had nothing to 
go on,” Santiago recalled. 
“Back then, DNA wasn’t a 
big thing.”

By this time, the number 
of agencies working the case 
had expanded to include 
the Virginia State Police 
and Hampton Police De-
partment. The State Police 
would eventually take over 
the case.

Carrollton resident An-
drew M. Casey, a retired 
Army military police super-
visor, had written an Oct. 21, 
1987, letter to the editor in 
the Times claiming “no one 
remembered to impound 
the truck and process it for 
evidence,” after David and 

Robin were 

reported miss-
ing, and that the vehicle had 
been “returned to the home 
of the male victim’s parent.” 
Casey, now 84, still lives 
in Carrollton and recalled 
writing the letter, but not 
exactly what he had written.

Dixon, whose Oct. 28 
letter had been in response 
to Casey’s, disputed the 
allegation. In his letter, the 
former sheriff contended 
the truck had been “moved 
to Newport News where 
it was processed” by the 

Newport News Police 
Department’s forensics 
unit, and inquired wheth-
er Casey had “political 
reasons” for writing to 
the Times a month after 
the fact.

The double murder 
had occurred just over a 
month shy of a contest-
ed November 1987 elec-
tion where voters would 
choose the next Isle of 
Wight County sheriff. 
Dixon had announced 
his pending retirement 
earlier that year, leav-
ing his son and chief 
deputy, Drew Dixon, vy-
ing for the job against 
then-Smithfield Police 
Lt. Charlie Phelps and 
self-proclaimed “long 
shot” candidate Deputy 
E.L. “Duke” Dickerson.

Santiago’s recollec-
tion of the investigation, 
however, corroborates 
Casey’s allegation that 
the truck was returned 
to David’s parents prior 
to being dusted for fin-
gerprints. Phelps, who 
ultimately won the 1987 
sheriff’s election, also 
recalled that one of the 
police agencies investigat-
ing the case had gone back 
to collect additional evi-
dence from the truck after 
it had been returned to the 
Knobling family.

Santiago recalls David’s 
stepmother, Kathy, con-
tacting police after they’d 
finished dusting the truck 
for prints in her driveway 
to inform them she was 
holding the fingerprint film 
they’d dropped outside her 
home in the rain.

Asked about the allegedly 
misplaced fingerprint film, 
State Police spokeswoman 
Sgt. Michelle Anaya said the 
agency’s Bureau of Criminal 
Investigations “will not con-
firm any specifics about any 
evidence seized in an active 
investigation.”

According to Anaya, 
there are no agents still 
employed by the State Police 
who investigated the 1987 
double murder, but “the 
latest forensic technology 
is being utilized to generate 
new leads.”

Maj. Joseph Willard, now 
chief deputy in Isle of Wight 
under Sheriff James Clarke 
Jr., confirmed to the Times 
he’d been the deputy to have 
initially discovered David’s 
truck at Ragged Island, but 
deferred further comments 
on the still-active case to the 
State Police.

“We turned over any 
information that we have 
acquired decades ago to the 
Virginia State Police and 
have not participated in 
any further investigative 
efforts,” said Deputy Alecia 
Paul, the Sheriff’s Office’s 
assistant public information 
officer.

The work of a 
serial killer?
According to the 

FBI’s Norfolk division 
website and past press 

releases, the Ragged Island 
cold case may be linked to 
three other unsolved double 
homicides with similarities 
from the 1980s known as the 
Colonial Parkway Murders.

The first double murder 
occurred in 1986. On Oct. 
12 of that year, U.S. Park 
Service rangers found the 
bodies of 27-year-old Cath-
leen Thomas and 21-year-
old Rebecca Dowski inside 
Thomas’ car in a wooded 

area near the York River 
off the Colonial Parkway, 
a highway that connects 
James City and York coun-
ties. Thomas, a recently 
discharged Navy lieutenant, 
and Dowski, a student at the 
College of William & Mary, 
had last been seen alive 
the evening of Oct. 9 in a 
computer lab on William & 
Mary’s campus. Both wom-
en’s “throats were slit from 
ear to ear,” according to Oct. 
14, 1986, reporting by The 
Daily Press.

Roughly six months af-
ter David and Robin were 
found murdered, 20-year-
old Richard “Keith” Call’s 
father found his son’s car 
abandoned at the York River 
overlook off Colonial Park-
way the morning of April 
10, 1988. According to the 
FBI, Call had been on a first 
date with 18-year-old Cassan-
dra Hailey at a Christopher 
Newport University party 
in Newport News that had 
begun the night before and 
lasted through midnight. As 
with Robin, clothes belong-
ing to Call and Hailey were 
found inside Keith’s car, but 
neither victim has ever been 
located.

The Suffolk News-Herald 
and Daily Press reported in 
1988 that a former Gloucester 
County private detective fac-
ing deportation had claimed 
days after the disappearance 
of the two CNU students to 
be the FBI’s chief suspect in 
that case, and in the slayings 
of David and Robin, though 
the FBI and immigration of-
ficials denied his allegation.

The Daily Press had re-
ported 32-year-old Ronald 
Little, originally of New 
Zealand, had job ties with 
Robin’s mother, and had 
sent a six-page letter filled 

with accu-
s a t i o n s 
to several 
n e w s p a -
pers  and 
talk show 
hosts. FBI 
agents, ac-
cording to 
the Suffolk 

story, did question 
Little and searched 
his car. Little was ul-
timately deported in 
August of that year.

Roughly a year 
and a half later, 
on Oct. 19, 1989, 
hunters found the 
bodies of 18-year-
old Annamaria 

Phelps and 21-year-old Dan-
iel Lauer on a logging road 
less than a mile from an 
Interstate 64 rest stop in New 
Kent County. According 
to reporting by The Farm-
ville Herald, Annamaria 
and Lauer had left Amelia 
County on Sept. 4 heading 
for Virginia Beach, where 
she was set to marry Lauer’s 
brother, Clinton, on Sept. 25. 
They were last seen at the 
westbound rest stop around 
1 p.m. on Sept. 5, though they 
should have been heading 
east. Later that day, the car 
was found parked at the rest 
stop’s truck acceleration 
on-ramp with no one inside.

Like with David’s truck, 
the vehicle’s key had been 

left in the ignition. Daniel’s 
clothes and Phelps’ purse 
had also been left inside.

A new sheriff 
in town

Charlie Phelps, who 
served as sheriff for 24 years 
until December 2011, in-
herited the Ragged Island 
double murder case upon 
taking office in January 
1988, though by this time the 
State Police had taken over 
as the lead law enforcement 
agency. 

“We cooperated with 
each other, we didn’t have 
any conflict on that, but … 
the State Police basically 
had recovered any type of 
evidence, which was very 
little,” Phelps told the Times 
in an interview at his home 
last week.

Three to four months 
after taking office, Phelps 
would uncover a new lead 
while working another case.

In April or May 1988, 
an Isle of Wight woman 
reported several firearms 
as having been taken from 
her home. Phelps came to 
suspect the woman’s son of 
the theft.

When the son was de-
tained in Jacksonville, Flor-
ida, on Isle of Wight charges, 
Phelps and a State Police 
investigator flew there to 
question him.

“I don’t remember how 
it happened, but the Ragged 
Island situation came up,” 
Phelps said.

The son, Phelps recalls, 
had confessed to taking a 
gun from his mother’s home 
and selling it at a pawn 
shop in Mississippi but 
then began talking about a 
roommate who’d lived with 
him and his mother in Isle of 
Wight County named Samu-
el “Sammy” Rieder. Accord-
ing to Blaine Pardoe’s and 
Victoria Hester’s 2017 book, 
“A Special Kind of Evil: The 
Colonial Parkway Serial 
Killings,” 28-year-old Rieder 
had just gotten out of prison 
for forging a $60 check, and 
had called in one of the orig-
inal tips the Sheriff’s Office 
had received when investi-
gating David’s and Robin’s 
initial disappearance.

The son, Phelps recalls, 
told him that Rieder had tak-
en an interest in the Ragged 
Island case and had made 
some comments about it. 
When Phelps returned to 
Virginia, he tracked down 
Rieder and questioned him.

“I kept getting different 
stories out of him about 
Ragged Island,” Phelps said.

As Phelps recalls, Rieder 
had initially claimed to have 
stopped at Ragged Island out 
of curiosity on Sept. 23, 1987, 
when David’s and Robin’s 
bodies were found, then 
later claimed to have seen 
Knobling’s truck parked at 
Ragged Island days earlier.

“At that point, I took 
him into an interview room 
at State Police headquar-
ters in Norfolk and started 
questioning him about the 
inconsistencies in his state-
ments,” Phelps said.

R i e d e r ’ s  f i n a l  v e r -
sion of events, Phelps re-

calls, was that he had taken 
money out of Knobling’s 
wallet, which had been left in 
the truck, but fled the scene 
when he heard a loud noise.

“I was getting informa-
tion” that David “suppos-
edly had a firearm in the 
truck,” Phelps said. Rieder 
“claimed, of course, … that 
he didn’t see any gun” and 
would not admit to having 
anything to do with David’s 
or Robin’s deaths.

Phelps gave Rieder a poly-
graph test, which proved in-
conclusive as to whether he 
was telling the truth.

Phelps’ theory is that Da-
vid returned to the parking 
lot upon hearing someone 
rifling through his truck, 
surprising Rieder mid-theft, 
and that Rieder indeed shot 
David and Robin.

Robin, Phelps recalls, 
had been shot only once in 
the back of the head. But 
David, in addition to the exe-
cution-style gunshot wound, 
had also been shot in the 
back at an angle that sug-
gested he had been leaning 
forward, “which would have 
been conducive with him 
running.”

“I firmly believe that my 
suspect was the one who 
killed those two people,” 
Phelps said.

But with uncertainty as 
to whether a wallet had been 
recovered from the truck or 
whether David had indeed 
kept a gun in the vehicle, 
Phelps held off charging 
Rieder with the theft.

According to an Aug. 1, 
1990 Smithfield Times story, 
another theory police were 
pursuing at the time was 
that the murderer was “an 
authority figure,” due to 
there being little evidence of 
a struggle aside from David 
being shot twice. In the same 
story, Kathy Knobling told 
the Times it was her belief 
that the murderer had been 
posing as a police officer or 
was “a cop gone bad.”

There was also nothing 
to connect Rieder to any of 
the other Colonial Parkway 
murders, Phelps noted, other 
than that once Rieder died, 
“there were no more Colo-
nial Parkway murders after 
his death.”

According to Phelps, Rie-
der died sometime after the 
bodies of Annamaria and 
Daniel were found in 1989 — 
allegedly by choking himself 
while masturbating. The 
“Special Kind of Evil” book, 
however, asserts that Phelps 
had been told this informa-
tion by someone else. The 
Smithfield Times has been 
unable to find an obituary 
or other record to confirm if 
and when Rieder died.

Santiago receives up-
dates from the State Police 
every six months to a year, 
but to date she’s learned of 
no new leads. All she can 
do, as she’s done for the past 
35 years, is wait and hope 
someday, somehow, she’ll 
have closure.

Access the VSP’s cold case 
database at https://coldcase.
vsp.virginia.gov/.

the scene in case anyone 

At 5:24 a.m. the Sheriff’s 
reported miss-
ing, and that the vehicle had 

The work of a 
serial killer?
According to the 

FBI’s Norfolk division 
website and past press 

David’s truck early Mon-
day, Sept. 21, had exited 
his patrol car at 3:33 a.m. 
and walked through the 
island looking for who 
might have left the ve-
hicle – but found no 
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area near the York River left in the ignition. Daniel’s calls, was that he had taken 

Robin were assistant public information 
officer.

Little, originally of New 
Zealand, had job ties with 
Robin’s mother, and had 
sent a six-page letter filled 

with accu-
s a t i o n s 
to several 
n e w s p a -
pers  and 
talk show 
hosts. FBI 
agents, ac-
cording to 
the Suffolk 

story, did question 

boy” and Robin “was a 

Ragged Island, accord-
ing to letters to the editor 

Sept. 21-23, 1987
According to an Oct. 28, story, did question 

Little and searched 
his car. Little was ul-
timately deported in 
August of that year.

Roughly a year 
and a half later, 
on Oct. 19, 1989, 
hunters found the 
bodies of 18-year-
old Annamaria 

Phelps and 21-year-old Dan-
iel Lauer on a logging road 

story, did question 
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