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ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.—Hur-
ricane Ian, one of the most
powerful storms ever re-
corded in the U.S., swamped
southwestern Florida on
Wednesday, flooding streets
and buildings, knocking out
power toover 1millionpeople

and threatening catastrophic
damage further inland.
A coastal sheriff’s office

reported that it was get-
ting many calls from people
trapped in homes. The hur-

ricane’s center struck near
Cayo Costa, a protected bar-
rier island justwest of heavily
populatedFortMyers.
Mark Pritchett stepped

outside his home in Venice
aroundthe timethehurricane
churned ashore from the Gulf
of Mexico, about 35 miles to
the south. He called it “ter-

rifying.”
“I literally couldn’t stand

against the wind,” Pritchett
wrote ina textmessage. “Rain
shooting like needles. My
street is a river. Limbs and
trees down. And the worst is
yet to come.”
The Category 4 storm

BYADELEUPHAUS–CONNER
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

Sta f ford County Publ ic
Schools this week took steps to
strengthen its partnership with
local elected officials by holding
its first legislative summit.

The School Board and Su-
perintendent Thomas Taylor
hosted delegates Tara Durant
and Phillip Scott—who repre-
sent the 28th and 88th districts,
respectively—at Mountain
View High School on Tuesday
evening formusic performed by
MountainView’sstringquartet,
canapés made by culinary arts
students and a discussion of
the school division’s legislative
priorities.
The School Board approves

a list of legislative priorities
every year, and Taylor told the
delegates he hopes to see these
prioritiesgain tractionthisyear.

BYCATHYDYSON
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

As monkeypox cases fall
across the state and nation,
Fredericksburg-area residents
continue to call local health
departments for information
about testing andvaccines.
“If you are concerned that

you may have monkeypox, we
encourage you to give us a call
(and) we will walk through a
series of screening questions
over the phone,” said Allison
Balmes–John, public informa-

tion officer for the Rappahan-
nock Area Health District. “If it
is determined that you should
be tested,wecangetyou inquite
quickly,within 24–48hours.”
Anyone with questions can

call the local health district at
540/899-4797orcheckthestate
website at vdh.virginia.gov/
monkeypox.
This week, the Virginia De-

partment of Health announced
expansion of vaccination eligi-
bility to include people of any
gender or sexual orientation liv-

ing with HIV/AIDS or who have
been diagnosed with a sexu-
ally transmitted infection in the
past three months, according to
anews release.
Virginia has had 478 cases

and 21 hospitalizations associ-
ated with monkeypox, a viral
disease that’s part of the same
family as smallpox. While
monkeypox is rare and usually
resolves without treatment, it’s
also contagious. State health
officials say it’s spread by close
contactwith an infected person,

including touching skin lesions,
bodily fluids, clothing or linens
that have been in contact with
an infected person or during
prolonged, face-to-face contact.
Five people in the Rappah-

annock Area Health District,
which includes Fredericksburg
and the counties of Caroline,
King George, Spotsylvania and
Stafford, have been infected
with monkeypox, according to
state data. The health district
has administered 44 vaccines,
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AWisconsin-based wa-
ter park company cleared
another hurdle Tuesday
when the Spotsylvania
Board of Supervisors ap-
proved an agreement on a
“gap” loan for a new park
in theThornburg area.
Supervisors approved

the loan agreement with a

5–2vote followingapublic
hearing, which included a
presentation on the state
programused for the loan.
Four people spoke dur-

ing the public hearing,
with one asking questions
about revenue and tax
figures, another support-
ing the project and two
speakers critical of the tax
incentives for Kalahari
Resorts&Conventions.
Plans for the resort call

for more than 1.38 mil-
lion square feet of com-
mercial space, a 267,429

square-foot indoor water
park, a 10-acre outdoor
water park, a 900-room
hotelanda156,278square-
foot convention center in
Thornburg, between In-
terstate95 andU.S. 1.
Supervisors approved

rezoning for the water
park in July in an agree-
ment that includes big tax
incentives for Kalahari,
whichowns four resorts in
other states.
The total estimated

value of those incentives

BYKEITHEPPS
THEFREE LANCE–STAR

A first-degree murder charge
against a Fredericksburg man
will likelybe resolvedThursday.
Jacquin Norman Davis, 45,

is charged with first-degree
murder and a firearms offense
in connection with the June
26, 2021, slaying of Chinonso
Ibe. The 39-year-old was shot
once in the chest during a dis-
pute outside Davis’
home in the 100
block of Welling-
tonLakesDrive.
Davis’ two-day

jury trial in Fred-
ericksburg Cir-
cuit Court started
Wednesday. De-
fense attorney Eu-
gene Frost is not disputing that
Davis shot Ibe, but insists he
acted in self-defense.
In her opening argument,

Commonwealth’s Attorney
Elizabeth Humphries said Ibe
was at his Spotsylvania home
that daywhenhegot a FaceTime
call from Davis. His girlfriend,
Leisha Garnett, told police that
she heard Davis tell Ibe to never
call his phone again.
Ibe, who had been drink-

ing and had what a doctor de-
scribed as a significant amount
of cocaine in his system, got
his then-pregnant girlfriend to
drive him to Fredericksburg. He

STATE PROGRAMWILL
NEED TOCONFIRM
DEAL FORWATER PARK

LAWYER SAYSMANACTED
IN SELF-DEFENSEWHENHE
SHOT, KILLED 39-YEAR-OLD

Stafford school
officials hold
summit with
state delegates

SEE SUMMIT, A14

Spotsy supervisors approve ‘gap’ loan for Kalahari

KALAHARI RESPORTS ANDCONVENTION

Kalahari has proposed a new water park resort
for the Thornburg area of Spotsylvania.

Locals raise monkeypox questions as infections fall across state

SEE KALAHARI, A6

SEEMONKEYPOX, A14

HURRICANE IANSWAMPS
FLORIDA, CHURNSNORTH

JOE BURBANK / ASSOCIATED PRESS

People in rain gear walk downOrlando’s International Drive as the effects of Hurricane Ian are first felt in central Florida.

SEE STORM, A6

Murder
trial is
underway
in city

Davis

SEE TRIAL, A14
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The Stafford School Board on 
Tuesday approved a new policy 
ensuring parental notification of 
instructional materials with sex-
ually explicit content, as well as 
a first reading of a regulation for 
implementing the new policy. 

The new policy is required by 
a law passed this spring by the 
General Assembly, which tasked 
the Virginia Department of Ed-
ucation with developing model 
policies for ensuring parental 
notification of any instructional 
material that includes sexually 
explicit content.

Local school boards must pass 
their own policies that are con-
sistent with, but may be more 
comprehensive than, the model 
policies by Jan. 1, 2023. 

Stafford’s policy was made 
available to the public last 
month. It establishes procedures 
for schools to identify instruc-
tional materials with sexually 
explicit content, ensure paren-
tal notification of such content, 
permit parents to review the 
content and ensure alternative 
instructional material is made 
available “in a non-punitive 
manner” to any parent who re-
quests it. 

Library materials are only 
considered to be instructional 
materials when “identified by 
the teacher for completion of 
an assignment, or as part of an 
academic or extracurricular ed-
ucational program,” according to 
the approved policy. 

The regulations for 

SCOTT SHENK
The Free Lance–Star 

The Spotsylvania County 
restaurateur who fought 
COVID-19 mandates and gov-
ernment efforts to penalize him 
two years later declared victory 
Wednesday as he reached a con-
sent agreement with the state 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Au-
thority.

On Wednesday, Matt Strick-
land posted “WE won!” on his 
Facebook page, and the Virginia 
Alcohol Beverage Control Au-
thority released a statement 
to announce the “Consent 
Agreement resolving all issues 
associated with the serving of 
alcohol products without the 
requisite license to do so at the 

restaurant.”
It wasn’t a to-

tal victory for 
Strickland, who 
was facing a 90-
day suspension 
of his license to 
sell alcohol, a 
punishment that 
could have been 

reduced to 15 days by paying a 
$4,000 fine. After his refusal 
to comply with the suspension, 
his restaurant was raided Dec. 2 
and his alcohol was confiscated 
by the ABC. The consent decree 
states the suspension will be 
lifted Dec. 23, 21 days after the 
raid. While Strickland did not 
pay the fine, a statement from 
ABC said the value of alcohol 

seized and not returned due to 
spoilage exceeds $4,000. 

The ABC announcement came 
seven days after a Dec. 6 state-
ment by Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
that all previously instituted 
COVID mandates and penalties 
would be prohibited and recti-
fied.

The governor’s statement 
came four days after the ABC 
raid on Dec. 2, when its agents 
and the Virginia State Police 
went into Gourmeltz and seized 
alcohol and records.

Strickland livestreamed a 
portion of the raid where he ap-
proached the officers and asked 
them why they were there doing 
things that threatened his ability 
to run his business.

He criticized the officers, tell-
ing them they were part of the 
problem by following orders that 
were “government overreach.”

Wednesday’s ABC statement 
added that the agreement “and 
related obligations are neither an 
admission nor denial of liability 
or wrongdoing on the part of any 
of the Parties.”

The ABC said Strickland 
provided an affidavit that the 
“licensee” has not sold alcohol 
since Dec. 2 and will not do so 
through Dec. 23. The ABC said 
it will return useable alcohol to 
the restaurant, and estimated the 
value of seized alcohol that has 
spoiled to be more than $4,000.

State ABC, eatery owner reach deal

Stafford 
approves 
policy on 
materials

JAMES SCOTT BARON
The Free Lance–Star 

The Stafford County Sheriff’s 
Office executed search warrants 
at a local towing company that 
removed eight vehicles from a 

neighborhood in North Stafford. 
Shanks Towing was approached 

by law enforcement Wednesday 
after residents of the town house 
community said the towing com-
pany illegally removed their cars 
off private property in November.

“We presented our case and our 
evidence to the magistrate,” said 
Stafford County Sheriff’s Cpt. Lee 
Peters. “Probable cause was found 
to issue two search warrants.”

Peters said he consulted with 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Eric 
Olsen on the circumstances of 
the case.

“We’ve got their guidance and 
they are assisting in the appro-
priate ways in this investigation,” 
Peters said.

The search warrants were exe-
cuted simultaneously at noon at 
Shanks’ facilities at 500 Mussel-
man Road in Falmouth and at 3616 

Summit Crossing Road in Spot-
sylvania County. Chris Shanks 
arrived  at the Falmouth location 
with another man shortly after 
noon and allowed nearly a dozen 
deputies access to his small office 
building, as well as the gated yard 
where vehicles are stored.

The investigation into Shanks 
and his company comes after resi-
dents of Austin Run Boulevard and 
Austin Court in North Stafford say 

Shanks towed vehicles from park-
ing spaces for no reason Nov. 28.

“Our HOA has been defunct 
for 20 years,” said Mike Ham-
mond, who lives in the 100 block 
of Austin Run Boulevard. “And 
now they’re just showing up out 
of nowhere towing our vehicles?”

Peters said a look at the tow-
ing contract reveals Shanks’ 

Police investigating towing incident
Authorities execute 
warrant at Shanks; 
seize towed vehicles

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

LAWMAKERS ANNOUNCE AGREEMENT ON ‘FRAMEWORK’ OF BILL TO PREVENT SHUTDOWN
The Capitol is seen in Washington early Wednesday. Lawmakers leading the negotiations on a bill to fund the federal government for the current 
fiscal year say they’ve reached agreement on a “framework” that should allow them to complete work on the bill over the next week and avoid a 
government shutdown. For more, see the story on A3.

School Board  
also passes new 
staffing standards

Strickland
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authorization to tow the ve-
hicles came from a contract 
Shanks entered  with River 
Potomac, a King George 
County company managed 
by Joseph Scott Cleveland, 
a real estate agent with the 
Re/Max Supercenter. Pe-
ters said the towing contract 
shows River Potomac asked 
Shanks to enforce HOA 
rules solely for 111 Austin 
Court, a town house in the 
process of being sold for 
$309,900 according to the 
Re/Max website. Residents 
nearby say the town house 
was recently refurbished, 
and the listing includes a 
$70 monthly HOA fee in 
a neighborhood where no 
HOA exists.

“As our investigation 
continues, we will continue 
to see if there are any other 
associated crimes along 
with this,” Peters said. “We 
will dig into it and follow 
the evidence to whoever or 
wherever it goes.”

Calls to Cleveland last 
week seeking more informa-
tion on his company’s tow-
ing contract with Shanks 
were not returned. Shanks 
also declined to speak with 
The Free Lance–Star last 
week after  attempts to 
reach him by phone.

Hammond said on Nov. 4, 
employees of Shanks came 
onto his street as well as 
nearby Austin Court and 
placed signs warning res-
idents they must comply 
with the “Covenants of 
Austin Run.”

Hammond said when 
the signs were placed, he 
reached out to Shanks to 
explain there was no HOA 
in his neighborhood to en-
force, and there hasn’t been 
one there for 17 years.

On Nov. 25, residents say 
Shanks employees returned 
to the neighborhood to place 
notices on vehicles citing 
“documents duly recorded 
in the (Stafford) Clerk’s of-
fice” dating back to 1973 
and 1980 as the compa-
ny’s basis to launch a tow-
ing campaign. The notice 
also “requires” residents 
“maintain the premises and 
the improvements in a sat-
isfactory manner.”

Last week, some longtime 
residents of the neighbor-
hood had a hunch the sud-
den presence of tow trucks 

in their ordinarily quiet 
neighborhood might have 
something to do with  111 
Austin Court going on the 
market.

“They’re just trying to 
get a better price for that 
home up there,” said Tammy 
Trogdon of Austin Court. 

On Nov. 28, residents say 
Shanks tow trucks con-
verged on the neighborhood 
and hauled away eight vehi-
cles.

“They literally dragged a 
car down the road,” Joanne 
Fearnow of Austin Court 
said. “The wheels weren’t 
even turning, they were just 
dragging it.”

Fearnow said she called 
Shanks that night and a 
dispatcher eventually told 
her to call James Hilldrup, a 
local lawyer.

“The next day, I called 
Hilldrup’s office and spoke 
to his secretary and they 
wouldn’t put me though to 
him,” Fearnow said.

The Free Lance–Star’s 
attempts to reach Hilldrup 
last week were also unsuc-
cessful.

Stafford deputies on 
Wednesday seized all doc-
uments, photos and com-
munications from Shanks 
related to last month’s tow-
ing incident. Peters also said 
deputies seized the vehicles 
Shanks towed out of the 
town house community as 
evidence.

“We will go where the 
evidence leads us,” Peters 
said. “Right now it’s about  
the improper removal of 
vehicles from private prop-
erty.”

Towing
From A1

implementing the new 
policy were developed by 
a committee consisting of 
central office staff, school 
administrators and teach-
ers, according to the agenda 
item for Tuesday’s School 
Board meeting. 

The policy outlines the 
responsibilities of school 
principals, teachers and 
parents. 

Principals are responsible 
for establishing “an internal 
process” for ensuring pa-
rental notification of sex-
ually explicit content and 
maintaining a list of such 
content by grade and sub-
ject on the school’s website. 

Teachers who opt to in-
clude material with sexually 
explicit content, as it is de-
fined by Virginia Code, must 
request approval from the 
school principal, provide 
written notice to parents at 
least 30 days before use and 
provide alternate material if 
parents request it. 

“When students are re-
quired to select texts for 
independent reading, the 
student’s teacher will give 
parents advance notice,” the 
proposed regulations state. 
“It is the parent’s responsi-
bility to review their child’s 
chosen resources and dis-
cuss their options.”

The board is expected to 
approve the new regulations 
at the Jan. 10 meeting. 

Following the board’s 
unanimous approval of the 
new policy, Falmouth rep-
resentative Sarah Chase 

thanked Superintendent 
Thomas Taylor for bringing 
the policy to the board and 
for “not putting an undue 
burden on our teachers.” 

Also on Tuesday, the 
board approved new staffing 
standards for the school di-
vision as part of its five-year 
strategic plan.

“This is a big one,” Taylor 
said. “It’s an exciting over-
haul. We have parsed out a 
lot that can be done over the 
next seven fiscal years.”

The new standards, if 
fully implemented, would 
lower the classroom cap for 
kindergarten from 24 to 22, 
for 1st grade from 26 to 23, 
for 2nd and 3rd grades from 
26 to 24 and for 4th and 5th 
grades from 27 to 25. 

Elementary schools 
would have a minimum of 
five resource teachers and 
an additional part-time 
reading specialist per 550 
students in grades K–3. 

Each middle school would 
have a testing coordinator/
school improvement spe-
cialist, and one school se-
curity officer per 500 stu-
dents. The ratio of middle 
school counselors per stu-
dents would be increased 
from 1:325 to 1:300. 

Each high school would 
have one work-based learn-
ing teacher and a dean of 
students and there would 
be one counselor per 250 
students, up from 1:325.

Every elementary and 
middle school would have a 
math specialist, and all lev-
els would have more cleri-
cal staff, special education 
teachers and special educa-
tion paraprofessionals, ESL 

teachers, school psycholo-
gists and social workers. 

There would also be new 
positions at all levels—a 
coordinator of 504 plans 
for students with mental 
or physical disabilities, bi-
lingual family engagement 
personnel and one daily 
contracted substitute per 
every 20 students. 

The implementation 
plan approved by the board 
Tuesday calls for 12.9 new 
full-time positions in fiscal 
year 2024, 69.6 in fiscal year 
2025, 39 in fiscal year 2026 
and 69.5 in 2027. 

Full implementation of 
the staffing standards would 
cost $17.6 million over the 
next four fiscal years. 

School Board Chair Patri-
cia Healy said the new staff-
ing standards “put us back 
on a path to excellence.”

“It’s important to note 
that this is what we’re as-
piring to,” she said. “There 
are no guarantees. There 
will be some exceptions.”

Also on Tuesday, the 
board agreed to request 
about $3.2 million from the 
Board of Supervisors for the 
installation of 26 modular 
classrooms for next school 
year. 

According to revised ca-
pacity standards the board 
approved Tuesday, Fal-
mouth, Hampton Oaks, 
Hartwood, Park Ridge, 
Stafford and Winding Creek 
elementary schools will re-
quire modular classrooms 
next year. 

Projections for the fol-
lowing year show that Park 
Ridge will require six more 
modular classrooms and 

Grafton Village and Garri-
sonville elementary schools 
will also need extra space. 

By fiscal year 2028, all ex-
isting elementary schools 
will have a deficit of class-
rooms. 

The school division is 
proposing to open two new 
elementary schools in fall 
2026. 

adele uphaus: 540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele
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Strickland has bat-
tled the state since 2020, 
claiming the COVID rules 
implemented by the state 
during the pandemic were 
unconstitutional.

Strickland, who is cam-
paigning for the area’s 27th 
District State Senate seat, 
refused to comply with 
mask, social distancing 
and other mandates and 
continued running the 
restaurant even with his 
food and alcohol licenses 
suspended by the state.

In response, the Virginia 
Department of Health filed 
a lawsuit against Gour-
meltz and sought to shut 
down the business for its 
violations.

The efforts to shut-
ter Gourmeltz stalled in 
March 2021, when Spot-

sylvania Circuit Court 
Judge Ricardo Rigual de-
nied a temporary injunc-
tion that would have forced 
the immediate closure of 
the restaurant. The judge 
didn’t rule on the merits of 
the case, but said the state 
had failed to show that it 
would suffer without the 
injunction and urged the 
two sides to move on to a 
full hearing.

The health department 
dropped the lawsuit in June 
2021.

The ABC, however, con-
tinued its enforcement 
efforts. In late October, 
Judge Rigual ruled in the 
ABC’s favor in Strickland’s 
appeal. The ABC served a 
court order in November 
to suspend the restaurant’s 
alcohol license for 90 days.

Strickland said he would 
keep selling alcohol.

ABC agents went to 
Gourmeltz, bought alco-

hol and watched employ-
ees sell alcohol, according 
to a search warrant filed in 
circuit court.

Then, Dec. 2, the ABC 
raided the restaurant.

Strickland no longer had 
alcohol to sell after the 
raid, but he continued to 
press his case against the 
state, including Gov. Youn-
gkin and Attorney General 
Jason Miyares.

He had previously sup-
ported the Republicans, 
but then went on the of-
fensive with both when 
they remained silent as the 
state pressed the case.

“When Patriots stand 
together & fight, we win. 
Every time,” Strickland 
wrote in his Facebook post 
Wednesday. “No govern-
ment is more powerful 
than The People.”

scott shenk: 540/374-5436 
sshenk@freelancestar.com
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On Wednesday at shanks Towing in Famouth, cpt. Lee Peters (center) and other stafford 
county deputies prepare to retrieve vehicles towed by the company in late November from a 
North stafford town house community.

mike hammond, a resident of austin run boulevard, tells 
county supervisors Tuesday that several of his neighbors 
were victims of ‘predatory towing’ on Nov. 28.
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