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Citing, in part, “the 
multitude of security de-
¿FLHQFLHV� WKDW� H[LVW� LQ� WKH�
current” Fauquier Coun-
ty Circuit Court building, 
a judge has ruled that the 
four defendants in the April 
2021 homicide of ‘Trip’ 
Bopp of Remington will be 
tried jointly this Septem-
ber by a jury in Loudoun 
&RXQW\��7KH�WULDO�LV�H[SHFW-
ed to last three weeks.

Two of the defendants 
had requested the change 
in venue, but Fauquier 
prosecutors argued that 
the trial should take place 
in same county where the 
homicide occurred. The 
Office of the Fauquier 
County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney will continue to 

prosecute the case even 
though the trial has been 
moved to Loudoun.
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Embracing the moment
The Class of 2022 was triumphant, celebrating together at the end of “the 
toughest two years in the history of education.” 

See pages 6 and 7 for more photos.

See TRIAL, page 12

By Jill Palermo, Cher Muzyk and 
Colleen LaMay

Times sTaFF WriTers

Retired U.S. Navy Captain Hung Cao 
FDPH�RXW� RQ� WRS�RI� WKH� ³¿UHKRXVH�SULPD-
ry” Republicans held Saturday to pick their 
nominee to challenge U.S. Rep. Jennifer 
:H[WRQ��'���WK��LQ�1RYHPEHU�

Cao, of Purcellville, garnered 52.3% of 

the vote in the ranked-choice contest – or 
the support of 7,729 voters after the 10th 
round of ballot counting.

Jeanine Lawson, a Prince William Coun-
ty supervisor representing the Brentsville 
'LVWULFW��FDPH�LQ�VHFRQG�SODFH�ZLWK�WKH�VXS-
port of 5,000 voters or about 34%.

See PRIMARY, page 8

Hung Cao wins Saturday’s GOP 
��WK�'LVWULFW�µ¿UHKRXVH�SULPDU\¶

Hung Cao, of 
Purcellville, left, 

greets a voter 
outside the 

Gainesville Middle 
School polling 

place during 
the May 21 

)12�pƂTGJQWUG�
primary.”
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murder trial to Loudoun County

SPORTS: District 
tournaments 

intensify, district 
track results, 

Highland baseball 
wins states. Pages 

23, 24, 26, 28. 

“An 
overwhelming 
majority 
of those 
vulnerabilities 
[in the circuit 
court building] 
continue to be 
unaddressed 
with little or no 
action by the 
county.”

20TH CIRCUIT JUDGE 
JAMES PLOWMAN

It’s all about people . . . and always will be.It’s all about people . . . and always will be.

www.vnb.com


