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Commission stipulates annual 
review, no loud music or buses 

Low-fare rides for 
seniors, residents 
with disabilities
Agency o� ering trips to medical 
appointments from $5 to $20. 16

Waiting for details of Rush 
River’s looks, housing  Page 6

Health district bringing 
vaccine to Rapp  Page 8

Planners give 
cautious nod 
to new brewery

BY RACHEL NEEDHAM
Rappahannock News Sta� 

 The Rappahannock County Broadband Authority 
is racing against the clock to meet a � ling deadline for 
state funding through the Virginia Telecommunica-

tions Initiative (VATI). The county must submit a 
notice of application by July 27 and formalize the ap-
plication by September 14.

During the public comment period at Monday’s 
meeting,  Piedmont resident Mark Anderson called at-
tention to the challenge of meeting the application re-
quirements with so little information at hand. “Some-
one’s going to go through a lot of pain and stress over 
those seven weeks to try and get that together. … To 
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 State, federal funds possible; 
Shentel fl oats plan for expanded 
service  — and more towers

See EPIDEMIC, Page 12

See BROADBAND, Page 15

Morgan McKinney celebrates 
a major milestone
� e Rappahannock resident graduates 
as Lord Fairfax Community College’s 
Outstanding Graduate for the 
Fauquier Campus. 8

Broadband prospects gaining steam? 
The stealth 

epidemic
While the focus has been on 

COVID-19, drug overdose deaths 
in the state spike to record levels

A RAPP NEWS/FOOTHILLS FORUM 
SPECIAL REPORT

BY RANDY RIELAND
For Foothills Forum

A ddiction, it’s said, thrives in privacy.
So as everything began to shut down in 

March 2020, and isolation became a way 
of life during the pandemic, people in the 

treatment world saw trouble ahead. Recovery in 
normal times is hard enough. Recovery alone is rife 
with peril.

They were right to be apprehensive. According 
to the Virginia Department of Health, more 
people died of 
drug overdoses in 
the state during 
2020 than in any 
previous year, a total of 2,297. That’s a 41% increase 
from 2019, which had already set a record.

“The pandemic has had a devastating impact,” 
said Jan Brown, executive director of SpiritWorks 
Foundation Center for the Soul, which operates a 
recovery center in Warrenton. “We’ve seen more 
people relapsing. We’ve seen more deaths because 
of the isolation. People are using alone. Help can’t 
get to them in time.”

Whatever progress had been made in what had 
been seen as one of the country’s top public health 
crises — the opioid addiction epidemic — has been 
eroded by the more pervasive threat of COVID-19. 

COVID’s HIDDEN TOLLCOVID’s COVID’s 

Morgan McKinney celebrates 

� e Rappahannock resident graduates 
as Lord Fairfax Community College’s 

BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER

‘A happy, joyful place to be’ during unsettled times 
Jenny Kapsa was crowned the “Coro-No-No” queen of Wonderful Wednesdays, as the school activity wound 
down. “Coronavirus is real and is scary and the fear of it I believe can cause a lot of anxiety for these young people 
… but we also tried to make the situation as fun as we could.” Kapsa said.  See story on Page 16

BY JAMES IVANCIC
Special to the Rappahannock News

Following a public hearing on Wednesday, June 
16, the Rappahannock County Planning Commission 
recommended approval of a special exception ap-
plication to allow a new brewery and beer garden to 
operate in Sperryville. The backing came in a 6-1 vote 
with Piedmont District Commissioner Mary Kather-
ine Ishee voting against the application of Veditz & 
Co. Brewing. The application now moves on to the 
county’s Board of Supervisors.

If the supervisors approve the application, Veditz 
& Co. would become the third brewery in Sperryville. 
The village is already home to Hopkins Ordinary on 
Main Street and Pen Druid on Sperryville Pike. 

The vote followed a protracted discussion about 
concerns over whether the 24-car parking lot for cus-
tomers and sta�  was large enough or if it could be 
overwhelmed and lead visitors to resort to parking 
alongside Route 211. The proximity of the proposed 

BY BOB HURLEY
For Foothills Forum

A deli in Sperryville? Maybe. A full-service 
grocery store? Highly unlikely. How about a 
community gathering space? Perhaps.  

These are a few possibilities raised by the newly 
released community study, “Sperryville’s Economy: 
Envisioning Its Future.” 

The study was sponsored by the Sperryville 
Community Alliance (SCA), a nonpro� t group of 
local business leaders and community members. 
The volunteer organization sponsors community 
activities such as the SperryFest duck race on the 

Thornton River, concerts and walking trails. Last 
week, in partnership with the Rappahannock 
Association for Arts and Community, SCA it held 
its � rst ‘Third Thursday’ summer concert series in 
Sperryville’s River District. The event was widely 
attended by Sperryville and county residents.

Over a year in the making, and delayed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the study outlines an 
“economic envisioning plan” aimed at fostering 
community interaction, boosting the local retail 
economy, increasing tourism and managing 

See SPERRYVILLE, Page 12

Sperryville study recommends 
‘a vision for the future’

FILE PHOTO BY RAY BOC

� e study credits events like 2019’s SperryFest with helping to build community but, “We need 
to fi nd new ways to connect with each other,” said SCA president Kerry Sutten.

Rappahannock 
County lost two 

invaluable citizens 
this year when 

both moved away 
a� er dedicating 

themselves 
to signifi cant 
community 

undertakings. 
Nan Butler Roberts 
and Doug Schi� man 

both worked to 
upli�  disadvantaged 

groups through 
education initiatives 

that proved 
indispensable 

to many.

BY BEN PETERS | Rappahannock News sta� 

D 
oug Schi� man , now a former Rappahannock County 
resident who recently moved to Florida, has a career 
that’s spanned an unpredictably winding path 
underscored by his unrelenting dedication to serving 
others.

He’s owned several businesses, both big and small, and 
served on the boards of myriad local nonpro� t organizations. 
But one achievement towers above the rest: the founding and 

D O U G  S C H I F F M A N N A N  B U T L E R  R O B E R T S

BY JULIA SHANAHAN | Rappahannock News sta� 

N 
an Butler Roberts   has been described as an energetic 
individual who knows how to put a plan into motion 
and follow through. She’s been applauded by many 
for her work in amplifying Black history and voices in 
Rappahannock County, and this year, the Rappahannock 

News wants to amplify Roberts as Citizen of the Year.
Roberts, who is retired but works for various nonpro� t 

organizations, recently moved to Atlanta, Georgia, where 

See ROBERTS, Page 13

� e Rappahannock News will not publish next 
week (Dec. 29). We’ll return in print on Jan. 5, 
2023. In the meantime, follow local news at 
rappnews.com. Merry Christmas, happy holidays 
— and thank you for reading and advertising!

OUR ANNUAL HOLIDAY BREAK
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Rapp student loan 
borrowers reflect on 
debt forgiveness plan
“It's a relief, because who doesn't 
want a little help now and again?... And 
how is it getting paid for?”  Page 10

By Julia Shanahan
Rappahannock News staff

Shannon Ennis’ background as a 
Rappahannock County Fire and Rescue 
volunteer did not prepare her to see her own 

home engulfed in flames last week, bringing out 

volunteers from every fire and rescue company in 
the county.

Ennis’ Gid Brown Hollow residence caught 
fire last Tuesday around 8:30 a.m. She and her 
husband, Robert, were at work, and her two kids, 
ages six and eight, were at school. Ennis said she 

got an alert on her phone of a fire in Washington, 
and realized it was her own address.

“I feel like, probably in any type of loss, you 
see it, but maybe you're not believing it,” Ennis 

See WHITSON, Page 18

‘Everything we own fits in a milk crate’
Community rallies around Ennis family following fire that left their home in ashes

By Ben Peters
Rappahannock News staff

As Hampton Supervisor Keir Whit-
son’s absence from county government 
continues for more than a month with-
out a clear end in sight, members of the 

Rappahannock County Board of Super-
visors said the lack of his presence at 
meetings alters the body dynamic.

Whitson, who was hospitalized af-
ter suffering a heart attack on July 28 
while visiting his parents in Wiscon-

sin, is expected to miss another Board 
of Supervisors meeting on Sept. 7, ac-
cording to Chair and Wakefield Super-
visor Debbie Donehey. He’s also been 
absent from a number of other public 
meetings, including the Broadband 

Authority and Planning Commission, 
which he chairs.

The current state of Whitson’s 
health is not clear; he has not returned 

See ENNIS, Page 12

BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER

The Ennis family stands on what used to be the main door of their home in Gid Brown Hollow.
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Big brouhaha over 
a little stop sign
Tensions arising from a threatening letter 
sent by the Town’s attorney to � e Inn at 
Little Washington boiled over at a public 
meeting Monday evening.   Page 6

See BOUNDARY, Page 8
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Town, county 
at odds over 
boundary 
change terms
Washington mayor: 
‘I am still befuddled by the 
main point, which is why 
the county is feeling this 
need to try to exact things 
from the town?’

(540) 518-2001appletoncampbell.com

SHE’S NOT WORRIED ABOUT
THE PLUMBING...
(LEAVE THAT TO THE PROFESSIONALS 
AT APPLETON CAMPBELL!)

SHE’S NOT WORRIED ABOUT
THE 
(LEAVE THAT TO THE PROFESSIONALS 
AT APPLETON CAMPBELL!)

WHOLE-HOME 
PLUMBING SAFETY 
INSPECTION

$29 MEREDITH WAYLAND
congratulations
AND ALL 2022 GRADUATES

UNCIVIL WARS
Why are the divisions in Rappahannock getting 

sharper? And where is the common ground?

THIS PLACE
Finding common 
ground in a 
fractured world

A FOOTHILLS FORUM • RAPP NEWS SPECIAL REPORT ➤ Stories by Randy Rieland begin on PAGE 12

PHOTO BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER FOR FOOTHILLS FORUM

BY BEN PETERS
Rappahannock News sta� 

Rush River Commons property own-
er  Chuck Akre’s attorney last week un-
veiled a dra�  document outlining a set 
of terms for both the Rappahannock 
County Board of Supervisors and Wash-
ington Town Council to consider as part 
of proposed boundary line adjustment 
in the town to accommodate an expan-
sion of the development.

The document was cra� ed by attor-
ney John Foote based on conversations 
held with Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Art Go� , County Administrator Gar-
rey Curry and Town Attorney Martin 
Crim. It is expected to be reviewed by 
the Board of Supervisors at a special 
meeting on Monday and as early as next 
month by the Town Council, which ap-
pears less willing to support its terms, as 
many favor the county.

“I have no pride of authorship, and 
I have attempted to adhere to the sub-




