


Little Free Libraries 
abound around Ashburn
BY  J ILL DEVINE

M
aureen Cura remembers exactly 
when and where she was the �rst 
time she saw a Little Free Library. It 
was 2016 and she was attending the 

National Book Festival in Washington when she 
spotted a dollhouse-sized wooden box built with 
the sole purpose of sharing books and spreading a 
love of reading.

“I thought it was a fabulous idea,” said Cura, 
who knows a thing or two about books. She’s the 
school librarian at Sanders Corner Elementary in 
Ashburn Farm.

You’ve probably spotted one of these charming 
book cupboards sitting atop wooden posts 
yourself – there are 12 o�cially registered Little 
Free Libraries in the immediate Ashburn area, 
and dozens more in neighboring communities. 
Tucked along paths and near parks and community 
buildings, each box is as unique as the person who 
created it, but all embrace the slogan – “Take a 
Book. Share a Book.”

Founded in 2012, Little Free Library is a 
Wisconsin-based nonpro�t devoted to building 
community, inspiring readers and expanding book 
access. It has a professional sta� of a dozen or so 
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Andreas Schmidt (left) and Devin Chicas (right) stand with their sons next to the 
Little Free Library outside the Belmont Station Elementary School in Ashburn.
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A Little Free 
Library on 

Thistledown 
Terrace in the 

Broadlands.



Winter cracks and pot holes?
Plan ahead for a Spring Estimate. Take advantage 

of this Spring Season Sale and replace your 
winter worn asphalt. Free Estimates - just a

phone call away. With our crew and equipment 
close by, we are o�ering prompt service and 

reasonable rates to all area residents. 

WE DO:
HOUSE DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS

FARM LANES • LONG LANES • DRIVEWAYS
PRIVATE ROADS • PATCHWORK

NEW HOMES GRADEWORK • SEAL COATING
BASEWORK • ASPHALT MILLINGS

Tired of a Dust Bowl in the Summer
and a Mud Hole in the Winter?

Don’t Fuss ... CALL US!
Full-Service Asphalt Paving

Please call
John Donohue
for a FREE ESTIMATE

(571) 255-9187
Licensed and Insured

PLAN EARLY FOR YOUR

ASPHALT
PAVING 

SPRING
SEASON

SALE
Off

with ad10%

THIS OFFER CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONAL 
OFFERS. THIS OFFER IS NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH AND IS NON-TRANSFERABLE. OTHER 
RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. PLEASE SEE CENTER MANAGEMENT FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

$300
OFF TUITION*

per month for 3 months

20005 Riverside Commons Plaza •Ashburn, VA, 20147
www.thelearningexperience.com

Now
Enrolling
Infants    Toddlers    Preschool

Ages 6 Weeks to 5 Years Old  |  M - F 6:30AM - 6:30PM

MUST REGISTER AND START BY MAY 2, 2022. THIS OFFER CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH 
ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONAL OFFERS. THIS OFFER IS NOT REDEEMABLE 
FOR CASH AND IS NON-TRANSFERABLE. OTHER RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. PLEASE SEE 
CENTER MANAGEMENT FOR FURTHER DETAILS. 

THIS OFFER CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNTS OR PROMOTIONAL 
OFFERS. THIS OFFER IS NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH AND IS NON-TRANSFERABLE. OTHER 
RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY. PLEASE SEE CENTER MANAGEMENT FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

$300
OFF TUITION*

per month for 3 months

20005 Riverside Commons Plaza •Ashburn, VA, 20147
www.thelearningexperience.com

Now
Enrolling
Infants    Toddlers    Preschool

Ages 6 Weeks to 5 Years Old  |  M - F 6:30AM - 6:30PM

571-946-2529

$300
*

OFF TUITION
per month for 6 months

Now
Enrolling
Infants    Toddlers    Preschool

Ages 6 Weeks to 5 Years Old  |  M - F 6:30AM - 6:30PM

20005 Riverside Commons Plaza •Ashburn, VA, 20147
www.thelearningexperience.com



employees plus a worldwide network of more than 
130,000 volunteers.

Individuals who put these little libraries in their 
community are called stewards. �rough its website, 
the organization guides the stewards through the 
process of building or purchasing a library and 
registering it for inclusion on the online map.

Although each little library is unique, collectively 
they form the largest book-sharing network in the 
world, with at least 138,000 registered libraries 
covering all seven continents, 112 countries and 
every U.S. state. �e organization estimates that 
more than 250 million books have been shared 
through its registered libraries. �ere’s even a Little 
Free Library at the South Pole, inside the National 
Science Foundation’s Atmospheric Research 
Observatory in Antarctica, which helps scienti�c 
sta�ers better cope with the long, dark winters. 

On a recent winter a�ernoon, Andreas Schmidt 
and Devin Chicas were standing in front of Belmont 
Station Elementary as the dismissal bell rang. �ey 
were waiting for their two sons, ages 7 and 9, in a 
grassy area near the sidewalk. Next to them was 
a recently installed Little Free Library, brimming 

with titles from kids’ series such as “�e Hardy 
Boys,” “Dr. Seuss” and “Arthur.”

“�is is great,” Chicas said. “Kids go through 
books so quickly, and they don’t need to keep them 
as they progress. �is lets others have a chance to 
read them when done, and it’s so convenient having 
it near where the kids walk to and from school.”

Cura, the Sanders Corner librarian, was 
smitten with the idea of a little library and knew 
it could bene�t her students and the surrounding 
community. She used funds from the school’s used-
book fair to buy an un�nished Amish-built library 
from the Little Free Libraries website store. �e 
site o�ers plans and instructions for constructing a 
library from scratch, ready-to-build kits and even 
fully �nished units that just need to be installed.

�e Sanders Corner Library was installed in a 
space memorializing former principal Kathleen 
Hwang, who died in an accident in 2012.

“Kathleen was an advocate for reading,” Cura 
said. “She had a program where students could 
come to her o�ce, pick a book o� the shelf, read it 
with her and then take it home.”

Cura says the Sanders Corner library is 
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The little libraries 
often have a mix of 

children’s books, 
books for grown-ups, 

and sometimes even 
the occasional DVD.

36   •  ASHBURN MAGAZINE   •  MARCH/APRIL 2022 ASHBURN MAGAZINE   •  MARCH/APRIL 2022  •   37



ACT NOW FOR A FREE 30-DAY WELLNESS 
PROGRAM – A $550 VALUE.*
*Offer expires 3/21/2021.

SMALL STEPS CAN LEAD TO BIG CHANGES 
OAK Health Club is here to help! Whether you’re just beginning your fitness 
journey or a workout pro, our highly-trained staff can help you take the steps 
needed to create a whole wellness plan tailored just for YOU.

COME SEE OUR NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART FITNESS CENTER, 
COMBINING FITNESS, NUTRITION, COACHING, AND MORE
• Spacious and clean 20,000 sf facility, plus outdoor training space
• High-tech equipment, 25+ group classes, and personal training
• Nutrition consultation and spa and recovery services

WELCOME TO A WHOLE NEW GYM CONCEPT.
WELCOME TO OAK HEALTH CLUB.

GET 
STARTED 
TODAY

LET’S START A NEW CHAPTER!

833.JOIN.OHC

hello@oakhealthclub.com

oakhealthclub.com

19945 Riverside Commons Plaza
Ashburn, VA

Riverside Pkwy

Harry Bird Hwy
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LET’S START A NEW CHAPTER.
We invite you to be a part of a different kind of gym with a different kind of purpose.
A new approach to well-being designed around you, with personalized experiences that
combine fitness, nutrition, recovery and community.

JOIN BY MAY 5th TO RECEIVE:
• LIMITED pre-opening special rates.
• A Welcome Gift Bag filled with custom OAK merchandise.
• One complimentary cryotherapy session or one

complimentary infrared sauna session.

• Member discounts at our spa and on all OAK merchandise.

Your health and well-being are at the root of OAK.
Safety is our top priority. Which is why we’re dedicated to providing a
clean environment, right down to enhancing the air quality in our building.
So all you have to worry about is which class to try next.

JOIN NOW! 1-833-JOIN-OHC | oakhealthclub.com

oakhealthclub.com
19945 Riverside Commons Plaza, Ashburn, VA
1-833-JOIN-OHC

©2021  238073_66076

FREE in-person coaching 
(discovery session, dietician 
consultation, movement analysis, 
and body composition analysis) 
and virtual coaching.

Register today for our FREE Open House on March 25 – 27 
by emailing hello@oakhealthclub.com.

constantly used. “It makes me smile to see parents 
or kids stopping to check out what’s inside,” she 
said. “It especially made a di�erence during the 
pandemic where – at any time of day – kids could 
get a book when the [public] libraries were closed.” 

Nearby, Ashburn Farm resident Paul Nagele said 
he was inspired to build the little library in front of 
his house on Wintergrove Drive a�er noticing other 
free libraries in the community.

“So many people walk this sidewalk every day, 
especially high school students, so I knew it would 
get a lot of exposure,” Nagele said. He installed 
the library, with HOA approval, in 2020 and said 
the neighborhood response has been great, with a 
constant turnover of books.

“I wish I had bought the larger box, with two 
shelves, because we have books in front of books,” 
Nagele said. “We have a good range of titles from 
preschool board books to adult business books and 
even some DVDs. I never remove a book, unless it’s 
damaged, because if someone thought enough of 
the book to leave it here, it’s worth sharing.”

Anyone who builds or installs a miniature 
neighborhood library is encouraged to register it 
with the Little Free Libraries organization. �is 
gets the library placed on the organization’s map, 
and stewards are informed about opportunities to 
receive free books as well as literacy programs to 
help underserved communities.

“We would love all Little Free Libraries to 

be registered, but anyone who puts up a generic 
community book-sharing box is still doing a good 
thing,” said Margret Aldrich, the organization’s 
director of communications.

Back in 2015, Megan Helge installed a little 
library near the leasing o�ce at the Acclaim at 
Ashburn apartments in response to a school 
assignment.

“During ��h grade at Cedar Lane [Elementary], 
we had a project called, ‘Yo, �ere’s a Problem, and 
I’ll Solve It,’ so I decided to help kids who didn’t 
have their own books or easy access to books,” 
said Megan, now a 16-year-old junior at Stone 
Bridge High School. A�er receiving approval from 
management, and with help from her father, Wayne 
Helge, she built the library from scratch and then 
registered it with Little Free Libraries.

“�e grass around the library is always matted 
down, so it de�nitely gets a lot of use,” Megan said. 
“It’s fun to see that the community is still sharing 
and bene�tting from this one little thing I did.”

�at sense of sharing a good book and having 
new titles at your �ngertips makes the Little Free 
Library movement so successful, said Aldrich.

“Little Free Libraries are irresistible,” she added. 
“It’s like opening a present, and you never know 
what you’ll �nd inside.” A
Jill Devine is a �eelance writer and former magazine 
editor �om Loudoun County who writes for a variety 
of Virginia publications.

(Above) Paul Nagele stands 
next to the Little Free Library he 
installed in front of his Ashburn 
Farm home; a plaque showing 
a little library is o�cially 
registered. This one includes the 
organization’s motto in Spanish.

(Above) Megan Helge poses with 
the library she built and installed 

in Ashburn when she was a fifth 
grader; (right) Margret Aldrich, 

the director of communications 
for the Little Free Library 

organization.
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Spring Into Action and

Beat the Heat

$100$100 OFFOFF
ANY HVAC OR PLUMBING REPAIR
Must present this coupon. Cannot be combined with any other offer or 
promotion. Expires 3/21/22.

(703) 450-7777  www.falconhvac.com We accept payment by:

Falcon is a leading HVAC and Plumbing business in the Loudoun community, having amassed more than 40 awards 
for their excellent customer service and giving back to the community.

$89$89 SPRING
TUNE UP
SPRING
TUNE UP

Includes indoor drain cleaning

03.21.22IF APPOINTMENT IS
SCHEDULED BY

For residential homes only. Coupon applicable for 1 unit/system. 
Must present this coupon. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer or promotion

constantly used. “It makes me smile to see parents 
or kids stopping to check out what’s inside,” she 
said. “It especially made a di�erence during the 
pandemic where – at any time of day – kids could 
get a book when the [public] libraries were closed.” 

Nearby, Ashburn Farm resident Paul Nagele said 
he was inspired to build the little library in front of 
his house on Wintergrove Drive a�er noticing other 
free libraries in the community.

“So many people walk this sidewalk every day, 
especially high school students, so I knew it would 
get a lot of exposure,” Nagele said. He installed 
the library, with HOA approval, in 2020 and said 
the neighborhood response has been great, with a 
constant turnover of books.

“I wish I had bought the larger box, with two 
shelves, because we have books in front of books,” 
Nagele said. “We have a good range of titles from 
preschool board books to adult business books and 
even some DVDs. I never remove a book, unless it’s 
damaged, because if someone thought enough of 
the book to leave it here, it’s worth sharing.”

Anyone who builds or installs a miniature 
neighborhood library is encouraged to register it 
with the Little Free Libraries organization. �is 
gets the library placed on the organization’s map, 
and stewards are informed about opportunities to 
receive free books as well as literacy programs to 
help underserved communities.

“We would love all Little Free Libraries to 

be registered, but anyone who puts up a generic 
community book-sharing box is still doing a good 
thing,” said Margret Aldrich, the organization’s 
director of communications.

Back in 2015, Megan Helge installed a little 
library near the leasing o�ce at the Acclaim at 
Ashburn apartments in response to a school 
assignment.

“During ��h grade at Cedar Lane [Elementary], 
we had a project called, ‘Yo, �ere’s a Problem, and 
I’ll Solve It,’ so I decided to help kids who didn’t 
have their own books or easy access to books,” 
said Megan, now a 16-year-old junior at Stone 
Bridge High School. A�er receiving approval from 
management, and with help from her father, Wayne 
Helge, she built the library from scratch and then 
registered it with Little Free Libraries.

“�e grass around the library is always matted 
down, so it de�nitely gets a lot of use,” Megan said. 
“It’s fun to see that the community is still sharing 
and bene�tting from this one little thing I did.”

�at sense of sharing a good book and having 
new titles at your �ngertips makes the Little Free 
Library movement so successful, said Aldrich.

“Little Free Libraries are irresistible,” she added. 
“It’s like opening a present, and you never know 
what you’ll �nd inside.” A
Jill Devine is a �eelance writer and former magazine 
editor �om Loudoun County who writes for a variety 
of Virginia publications.

(Above) Paul Nagele stands 
next to the Little Free Library he 
installed in front of his Ashburn 
Farm home; a plaque showing 
a little library is o�cially 
registered. This one includes the 
organization’s motto in Spanish.

(Above) Megan Helge poses with 
the library she built and installed 

in Ashburn when she was a fifth 
grader; (right) Margret Aldrich, 

the director of communications 
for the Little Free Library 

organization.
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