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Right, retired FBI executive Mike Mines stands outside the cabin that once housed enslaved people at The Meadows in Caroline County. Left, Kate Tweedy, an attorney and author,
enters the cabin shrouded by trees and shrubs that still stands on the property once owned by her family.

‘Intertwined history’

Descendants of the enslaved and their owners on a noted Caroline County plantation
are working together to preserve remnants of their shared history that remain on the land

By Aldore D. Collier

For years, Mike Mines has been fiercely determined to ensure
that his two children know what he had not known much of his
life — his family’s history.

Kate Chenery Tweedy wanted to know more about her Virginia
family’s legacy, including the slaves they owned.

Mr. Mines is Black and Ms. Tweedy is white.

Her ancestors owned his.

Modern technology brought the two of them together in their
quest to learn more about their families — both the enslaved and
their owners who lived at The Meadow, the legendary Caroline

County farm that in modern times gave the world one of the
most famous racehorses of all time, Secretariat.

“I want my kids to get a sense of their own history,” said
Mr. Mines, 64, who retired after 30 years with the FBI. “I want
to give them a sense of how really bad it was during and after
slavery for Blacks.”

Through ancestry.com, Mr. Mines found that his great-great-
grandfather, Guy Mines, was enslaved at The Meadow, a 3,000-
acre plantation in Caroline County, which is now home to The
Meadow Event Park and the State Fair of Virginia.

While doing research on the genealogy site, he unexpectedly
met Ms. Tweedy.

“There’s a section on ancestry called ‘Owned by.” And there’s a
feature that asked if I wanted to reach out to people doing similar
history. And that’s how I met Kate Tweedy,” Mr. Mines said.
“She had done extensive research on The Meadow,” he said.

His first contact with her was in 2020. They emailed each other
then met virtually on Zoom.

“I gave her my research and she gave me hers,” Mr. Mines
said. “We compared notes and agreed to get together after
COVID.”

Ms. Tweedy, 70, a retired attorney living in Ashland, had done
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Abortion battle erupts
with leaked U.S. Supreme
Court draft opinion

Free Press wire, staff report

America’s decades-old battle over abortion

~

have held for almost half a century.
Some moderate Republicans also were dis-
mayed, but social conservatives were delighted

Carlos Bernate
Abortion rights advocates demonstrate Tuesday outside the U.S. Supreme Court in
Washington, D.C., after the leak of a draft majority opinion written by Justice Samuel
Alito that would overturn the landmark Roe v. Wade decision that has been the law of
the land for nearly 50 years. Advocates were met by anti-abortion advocates, who also
gathered outside the building to show their support for Roe to be struck down.

rights exploded anew on Tuesday as the U.S.
Supreme Court authenticated a draft opinion
leaked to the news outlet Politico that signaled
the court will soon overturn the landmark 1973

Reactions on A7

Roe v. Wade ruling that legalized abortion
nationwide.

President Biden denounced the expected move
as “radical” as Democrats in Washington and in
statehouses scrambled to try to find a response to
defend a right that women in the United States

even as they voiced anger that the opinion was
leaked.

The court confirmed that the draft opinion,
published late on Monday by Politico, was
authentic but said it did not represent the final
decision of the justices, which is due by the
end of June.

Chief Justice John Roberts announced an
investigation into how the draft — authored by
Justice Samuel Alito of the court’s conservative
6-3 majority—was leaked, calling ita “betrayal”
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By Jeremy M. Lazarus

Andrew Thomas hoped to build a
career in the Richmond Department of
Public Utilities.

Instead, the 49-year-old Jamaica na-
tive has quit the department after seven
years.

He said he was tired of the verbal
abuse that he said supervisors meted out
almost daily and that no one in authority
would stop.

He was aggravated that, after he was

diagnosed with cancer, the city never as-
sisted him to get disability payments that
he had paid for through his paycheck.

And he is upset that the city never
provided any accommodation, such as
allowing him to drive a truck, after his
physician authorized him to do “light
duty” work.

“I had no one to go to bat for me,”
said Mr. Thomas, who said he would only
consider returning if there were a union
in place to represent him.

The city does not comment on person-

nel matters, making it nearly impossible
to get their side.

Mr. Thomas’ view of the abuse he faced,
documented in an internal investigation by
the city Department of Human Resources
and obtained by the Free Press, is shared
by others on the city payroll — fueling
the movement for an employee union that
could fight for improved working condi-
tions and compensation.

At a City Council committee meeting
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Free Press wins 15 awards
in annual VPA contest

The Richmond Free Press continues its 30-year tradition of
award-winning excellence.

The newspaper was recognized with 15 awards, including
five first place awards, in the annual Virginia Press Association
competition in writing, photography, news presentation and

The contest for work published in 2021 was judged by mem-
bers of the Pennsylvania Press Association. The winners were
announced in a series of virtual presentations last week.

Multi-talented Free Press Sports writer Fred Jeter won first

~ormer city worker and union advocate: ‘| had no one to go to bat for me’

Jeremy M. Lazarus/Richmond Free Press
Andrew Thomas, 49, quit his job with the City of
Richmond after he says little to no accommodation was
made after he was diagnosed with cancer or to help him
receive disability.

place in the Illustrations category for “The art of sport,” a page
featuring several of his original drawings of national and local
Black athletes, from Wilt Chamberlain and Arthur Ashe Jr. to
basketball player Frank Mason III of Petersburg. The package
of drawings ran in the Feb. 25-27, 2021, edition during Black
History Month.

“Great original way to tell stories of Black athletes for Black
History Month,” the judges noted in awarding first place to Mr.
Jeter.

April A. Coleman, Free Press vice president for produc-

Free COVID-19 testing, vaccines

Free community testing for COVID-19 continues.

The Richmond and Henrico County health districts
are offering testing at the following locations:

e Thursday, May 5, 4 to 7 p.m. — Broad Rock Sports
Complex, 4899 Old Warwick Road.

Walk-up testingis provided. Appointments, however, can be
set by calling (804) 205-3501 or going to www.rchd.com.

Call the Richmond and Henrico COVID-19 Hotline at
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Uplifting event

Five-month-old Royal Smith giggles as his grandmother,
Deanna Casey, lifts him high at Arts in the Park at The
Carillon in Byrd Park. The infant enjoyed the stroll to look
at artwork with his grandmother and mother, D’Asia Hill.
Thousands of people flocked to the festival that returned
after a two-year hiatus because of the pandemic. Please

see more photos, B2. Please turn to A4
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much more than justresearch on The Meadow. She
wroteabest-selling book, “Secretariat’s Meadow:
The Land, The Family, The Legend.”

The book was made into a popular movie
in 2010 featuring John Malkovich, Diane Lane
and Scott Glenn. Ms. Lane played Ms. Tweedy’s
mother, Penny Chenery, who bred and owned
Secretariat. The famous thoroughbred in 1973
won horseracing’s coveted Triple Crown — the
Kentucky Derby, the Preakness and the Belmont
Stakes. Some of the records established by
Secretariat still stand 49 years later.

“When I was doing research, I found out
about the plantation and slavery,” Ms. Tweedy
said in a recent Free Press interview. “It was a
plantation long before it was a horse farm.”

Although tied to the land by ancestry, Ms.
Tweedy grew up in Denver and earned a law
degree from the University of California, Berkeley.
“I was not part of that world,” she said. “I was a
Yankee and a westerner. I’'m also a member of the
Richmond chapter of Coming to the Table.”

Thatnational organization attempts to heal the
wounds of racism rooted in America’s history
of slavery. She said she has been every bit as
compelled as Mr. Mines to find out about those
enslaved on the plantation of her ancestors.

“I wanted to find out how many were en-
slaved on the plantation. It turns out there were
82 people enslaved on The Meadow. They had
a policy of not separating families, so no one
was sold downriver,” she said.

She was in the middle of her research when
she received the surprising message on ancestry.
com from Mr. Mines that said, “Hey, [ want to
know more.”

“So, I sent him my book,” Ms. Tweedy said.
“Then we spoke on the phone.”

Both enjoy plowing into research and now
make sure they speak at least once a week as
they strategize on how to find more details about
that part of The Meadow’s history and get spe-
cial designation for the place where Mr. Mines
believes many of his ancestors are buried.

There is an unmarked burial ground on the land,
where Ms. Tweedy said shelearned the enslaved were
interred. A slave cabin also is on the property.

“The Meadow is already a historic site,
thanks to Secretariat,” Ms. Tweedy explained.
“We’re hoping to get the same designation for
the horse groomsmen, the enslaved and the slave
cemetery” on the site.

Last fall, Mr. Mines, who lives with his wife
in Loudoun County, and Ms. Tweedy decided it
was time to move from phone calls and Zoom
to a face-to-face meeting.

Several people, Mr. Mines said, questioned his
decision to unearth a painful episode and to team
up with an offspring of his family’s owners. But
Mr. Mines was determined and credits his FBI
training with keeping him laser focused.

“For me, it was just the facts,” he explained.
“The expected reaction of visiting the plantation

Sandra Sellars/Richmond Free Press
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‘Intertwined

Above, Kate Tweedy leads
Mike Mines, right, and his
brother, William Mines Jr.,
through the area where people
who were enslaved at The
Meadows are believed to be
buried, including members of
the Mines family who were
horse groomers and worked
on the plantation. Left, the
Mines family pauses to take

a selfie with Kate Tweedy
during their first meeting last
September. They are, from left,
Adrian Mines, Kate Tweedy,
Lauren Mines, Beatrice Mines
and Mike Mines.

Courtesy of the Mines family

where so many of my ancestors toiled from sunup
until sundown would be anger and frustration,”
he said. “My mission was to identify the place
and go back as far as I could and connect those
people with my kids. Meeting Kate was a plus.
I wasn’t trying to assign blame.”

Mr. Mines, his wife, Beatrice, and their two
adult children, Adrian, 32, and daughter, Lauren,
27, drove the hour and a half from his home
in Northern Virginia to Ashland to have dinner
with Ms. Tweedy and visit The Meadow, located
roughly 20 minutes north of Ashland.

“My wife and son were onboard, but my
daughter had misgivings,” he said.

Misgivings might be a somewhat mild de-
scription of Lauren Mines’ reaction.

“Sitting down and having dinner with a
descendant of the family who owned my fam-
ily didn’t sit right with me,” she said. “It felt
wrong to befriend someone who was related to
those who treated my ancestors so wrongly. Her
family made a lot of money off the work my

family put in, and I felt I was owed something
from her. But, ultimately, I am glad I went and
visited The Meadow. It was surreal.”

Adrian Mines was moved by the visit every
bit as much as his sister.

“I was nervous at first, but once I got there
and met Kate, it all felt right,” he said. “Kate
was phenomenal. She gave us papers that showed
lineage and more. She was the vessel thatallowed
us to put the pieces together. And she wasn’t
afraid to talk about the true history of the place
and have tough conversations with us.”

Inadditionto meeting Ms. Tweedy, the highlight
was seeing the slave cabin and the burial ground,
Mr. Mines said. Much of the area was heavily
wooded and both were difficult to find.

“We had to go through six-foot shrubs to
get to it,” he said.

But Ms. Tweedy knew the terrain, Mr. Mines
said, and guided them through.

Walking around the grounds that bear the
unmarked graves of so many of the enslaved
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at The Meadow, including, possibly, his ances-
tors, provoked a response in him that he said
he never expected.

“When we were standing there, I was almost
moved to tears thinking about what they went
through,” Mr. Mines said. “It’s one thing reading
about your history and another seeing it.”

Visiting the site together, he said, affected
both him and Ms. Tweedy.

“We have an acknowledgment of a shared
history. A friendship has developed.”

Mr. Mines and Ms. Tweedy now are commit-
ted to ensuring that at least a marker or plaque
is erected on the road that bisects The Meadow
to show that slaves were buried on the land.
The two also are brainstorming about how to
preserve the slave cabin.

“If we get that (historic) designation, then
the cabin can never be torn down,” Mr. Mines
said, pointing out that his mission is far from
accomplished.

“We can’t restore the cabin; that takes money.
But we can try to get it designated as a historical
site and then it cannot be torn down.”

The Meadow dates back to 1805 when it
was purchased by Ms. Tweedy’s ancestors. Guy
Mines, Mr. Mines’ great-great-grandfather who
was born in the early 1800s, was enslaved there
along with other relatives.

The plantation changed hands numerous times
through the years. Ms. Tweedy’s grandfather,
Christopher Chenery, purchased it in 1936 to
make it a horse farm. Ms. Tweedy’s mother,
Penny Chenery, took over in 1968, consolidated
many aspects of the enterprise and eventually
gave the world Riva Ridge, the phenomenal
horse that won the Kentucky Derby 50 years ago
this month in 1972, followed by the Belmont
Stakes, and Secretariat, who wowed the world
the following year.

After Christopher Chenery’s deathin 1973, the
land was divided and sold to settle the estate’s
debts, Ms. Tweedy said.

“There were other siblings and heirs,” Ms.
Tweedy said. “My mother kept the horses but
sold the land.”

The experience, Mr. Mines said, has given
him a deeper understanding of his roots that his
parents never discussed because of the pain of
slavery. And ithas helped him forge arelationship
with someone based on a shared history.

The question, he said, is “how do we move
forward with an intertwined history, particularly
now when history is being diminished?”

Working together to preserve that history is
the answer, he said.

Seeing the reaction of his children has made
the effort to uncover the past worth it, Mr.
Mines said.

“To see where we came from and the work
that our ancestors did ... my father put it in
perspective,” Adrian Mines said. “And now it’s
our job to find out more and then share the story.
It’s our turn to share the family legacy to ensure
(our ancestors) are never forgotten.”

A REIMAGINED
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Virginia Museum of History & Culture

428 N Arthur Ashe Boulevard
Richmond, Virginia 23220
Learn more at VirginiaHistory.org
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