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Police arrested a 19-year-old Suffolk 
man in the Memorial Day shooting 
death of his stepfather.

Kaevon Dionte Stowes faces felony 
charges of murder-second degree and 

use or display of firearm in commission 
of felony. 

Police, in a Tuesday news release, 
identified the victim as Timothy Gene 
Harper, 57, of Suffolk. 

Dispatchers were notified of a shoot-
ing at 4:11 p.m. Monday in the 400 
block of Hunter Street in the Pleasant 

Hill area south of downtown.
Anyone with information about the 

shooting is asked to contact Suffolk 
Police or Suffolk Crime Line.  To sub-
mit online, go to www.p3tips.com, visit 
the Suffolk Police Department web-
site (www.suffolkva.us/spd) and look 
for the Suffolk Crime Line link, or 

go to the Suffolk Police 
Department Facebook 
page at www.facebook.
com/suffolkpolicedepart-
ment. 

You can also call 

BY JEN JAQUA
STAFF WRITER

Ron Brinkley sat on a bench 
in the shade, reminiscing of 
the cherub that struck him the 
day he met his wife, Ann. As 
he spoke of the time they spent 
together in the Army his voice 
occasionally caught in emo-

tion. In moments of silence 
he stared out over the field of 
flags, the final resting place 
for Ann. 

Brinkley shared his admi-
ration for the appearance and 
the dedication of the staff at 
Albert G. Horton Jr. Memorial 
Veterans Cemetery. He had 
made the trip from Newport 

News on Monday morning 
joining many other veter-
ans, families, and community 
members to attend the annual 
Memorial Day ceremony.

After the colors were posted 
by the Coast Guard’s Color 
Guard and the Invocation 

Stepson charged with murder 
Stowes

Gathering together 
to remember
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At about 1 p.m. 
Saturday, the 
Suffolk Police 
D e p a r t m e n t 
was notified of 
a threatening post on a social 
media platform, police said in a 
news release. Detectives inves-
tigated the post and charged 
Cameron Sears with threats of 
death or injury to persons on 

BY RACHEL AUSTIN
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk came together last 
week to support two women-led 
nonprofits in Suffolk. 

The Arise Gala was held 
Thursday at the Suffolk Center 
for Cultural Arts to raise sup-
port for and celebrate the launch 
of Hope Center Suffolk and 
Cornerstone Ballet. The chari-
ties plan to serve the youth and 

Gala raises 
funds for new 
non-profits

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The Suffolk Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority is 
looking to upgrade surveil-
lance cameras on its public 
housing properties. 

Executive Director Tracey 
Snipes said a new Flock 
camera has been installed at 
Hoffler Apartments, the site of 
a pair of recent shootings. The 
camera was paid for by the 
Suffolk Police Department. 

The housing authority has 

surveillance cameras on all of 
its properties, but the newer 
cameras would allow the 
Suffolk Police Department to 
have instant access to them. 

“The cameras that we 
have are not set up like 
Flock cameras,” said Board 
of Commissioners Chairman 
Quinton Franklin at its May 
24 meeting. “With the Flock 
cameras, they zoom right 
into the license plate. It’s like 
you’re going through the tun-

Sears

Man arrested 
for threats 

against school

Housing authority board 
seeks better cameras

for communities

JIMMY LAROUE/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Emily Dumaran is the valedictorian for Nansemond-Suffolk Academy’s class of 
2022. 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Emily Dumaran spent a lot 
of time and effort keeping up 
with her studies before and 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and her efforts resulted 
in her being named valedicto-
rian for Nansemond-Suffolk 
Academy’s class of 2022, 
which graduated Friday.

Dumaran, 18, who attended 
NSA for 13 years from kinder-
garten through her senior year, 
will attend the University of 
Virginia with the intention of 
majoring in political philos-

NSA student gifts parents
 with valedictorian honor

JEN JAQUA/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Above, Ron Brinkley visits the final resting place of his wife, Ann, a Army veteran. At right, Sofia Davila renders honors 
during the presentation of the flag.
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given by Chaplain Carter 
Tyler, a young girl with 
sunburnt cheeks sat qui-
etly in the shade of a tree 
listening as Command 
Sgt. Maj. Scott A. 
Beeson, from the U.S. 
Army Center for Initial 
Military Training, told the 
stories of several fallen 
heroes. 

He spoke of men he 
served with who had 
paid the ultimate sacri-
fice while being “their 
brother’s keeper.” Beeson 
also noted that this year 
America observes the 
50th anniversary of the 
Vietnam War. He paid 

special recognition to a 
generation of veterans 
who didn’t always receive 
the thanks they deserved. 

Beeson shared the sto-
ries of several nurses sta-
tioned on the front lines, 
many of whom gave their 
lives in service to injured 
soldiers. 

Wreaths were brought 
forward signifying the 
continuous commitment 
of American citizens to 
honor the memories of 
the fallen and teach chil-
dren of the heroism and 
sacrifice made by service 
members. 

Lily Bell Morgan, 

a Suffolk student, sang 
“God Bless America,’’ 
and when the crowd 
joined in, few had dry 
eyes. The solemn emo-
tional ceremony con-
tinued with the reading 
of the poem “Memorial 
Day” by  CW Johnson 
and the playing of “Taps.” 

When the ceremony 
ended, family members 
visited and paid tribute 
to the loved ones who 
call this hallowed ground 
their final resting place.

For Brinkley, this will 
someday be his final rest-
ing place as well. But for 
now he places a quiet 

hand on his wife’s grave 
before leaving for the day. 

As for that young girl, 
Sofia Davila, she bounces 
along beside her mom, 
a retired veteran, as they 
stroll through the graves. 
Her mom hopes to instill 
in her the real meaning of 
this day and the sacrifice 
those who lie here gave. 

Jim Sposato summed it 
up perfectly as he stood 
for a moment at his dad, 
Leon’s, grave: “It is about 
remembering and honor-
ing the fallen. We recog-
nize the sacrifice given by 
so many of those buried 
here.” 

Remember: Attendees honor the fallen
Continued from page 1

JEN JAQUA/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

A field of flags at Albert G. Horton Memorial Veterans Cemetery for Memorial Day.

JEN JAQUA/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Top left, a bench offers a shady spot to reflect. Bottom left, flags adorn the graves at Albert G. Horton Memorial Veterans Cemetery for 
Memorial Day. At right, Jim Sposato and Dianne McNeil visit the grave of Leon Sposato.

JEN JAQUA/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Coast Guard Color Guard members Petty Officer 2nd Class Nathaniel Bracero, Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Aaron Barraza, Petty Officer 1st Class Ryan Ridgeway and Petty Officer 1st Class Nikolai Evans retire the 
colors.

JEN JAQUA/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Above, American Legion Post Commander Krik Jefferies presents the 
American Legion #2 wreath. Below, VFW Post Commander Ronald 
L. Riffle Jr. and Auxiliary Commander LeaAnn Ewell present the VFW 
post 4809 wreath.
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