
BY COLLEEN CURRAN
Richmond Times-Dispatch

When Annette Marchi-
oli first adopted Gracie, a
4-year-old beagle rescued
from the Envigo breeding
facility, she was so timid
and frightened that she
was shaking and losing
fistfuls of hair.

“She looked so pitiful
and puny,” Marchioli said
of the first time she saw
Gracie. “Tommy DeSanto
from the Richmond SPCA
was carrying her in his
arms. She was so tiny and
timid. Her tail wouldn’t
come out from between
her legs.”

But after just a few days
at her new family’s home
in Henrico County’s Lake-
side neighborhood, along
with the help of new bea-
gle brother Rocky, Gra-
cie has grown “leaps and
bounds,” Marchioli said.

“I thought it would take
years for her to adjust, but
in a matter of days, we saw

her tail come out from be-
tween her legs. She wags
her tail. She’s so loving and

cozy. She’s the best cud-
dler,” Marchioli said.

Gracie is one of 4,000
beagles rescued in July
from overcrowded and un-
sanitary conditions at the
Envigo breeding facility in
Cumberland County.

Described as a “house
of horrors,” Envigo housed
thousands of beagles in
inhumane conditions. In
a lawsuit filed in federal
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IN DEPTH: Keep up with
our continuing coverage of
the alleged Dogwood Dell
plot. Point your smartphone

camera at the QR code and tap the link.
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BY PATRICK WILSON
AND C. SUAREZ ROJAS
Richmond Times-Dispatch

Richmond Police Chief Gerald
Smith sounded authoritative on
July 6 when he said police had in-
tercepted two men planning to
commit a random mass shooting
at a city fireworks show.

“We do know that they were
coming to do a mass shooting at
the Dogwood Dell at our Fourth
of July celebration,” he told CNN
that day.

A tipster who had overheard
a conversation and called police
said there was a plot for a shoot-
ing at a large July Fourth event
in Richmond. Smith erroneously
claimed in a July 6 news confer-
ence that the tipster specified
Dogwood Dell amphitheater in
Byrd Park as the target.

But not only had the tipster not
specified a location, Smith’s own
department had provided him
information in writing before his
news conference that the location
of any potential incident was “un-
known,” according to new records
the Richmond Times-Dispatch
obtained under the Virginia Free-
dom of Information Act.

A police official emailed those
records to Smith and an assis-
tant seven minutes before Smith’s
2 p.m. July 6 news conference. The
records also show that Richmond

FOIA REQUEST FROM TIMES-DISPATCH

Police chief ‘deeply sorry’
Before linking alleged July 4 shooting plot to Dogwood Dell,
Smith was told that the location was unknown, records show

Dogwood Dell case: a timeline

BY JESS NOCERA,
ERIC KOLENICH,
ANNA BRYSON
AND SEAN MCGOEY

Richmond Times-Dispatch

In March 2020, James
River High School ju-
nior Irelyn Rogan didn’t
know if she should sign
up for the SAT as schools
abruptly closed because of
the pandemic and classes
shifted to being online and
from home.

Having taken the PSAT
and not received a score
that reflected her grades,
Rogan decided not to sit
for the standardized exam
widely used in college ad-
missions. Between the
cost, stress and test anxi-
ety, Rogan decided the
best thing was to apply
to colleges without a test
score.

Now a sophomore at
Virginia Commonwealth
University studying ele-
mentary education, Rogan
stands by her decision in

opting out of college en-
trance exams.

“I was in a very high-
skill-levels center in high
school so we [students]
were really feeling the
pressure from teachers,
society and each other,
honestly, to take the SAT,”
Rogan said. “But for my-
self I’ve never been good
at standardized testing.
It’s never been my strong
suit.”

“Looking back now as
a sophomore [in college],
everyone whether they

July 1: Police receive a tip from
a caller who says two men have
weapons and are planning a mass
shooting at a large July Fourth
celebration in Richmond. Police
arrest one man, seize weapons
from a residence, and begin sur-
veillance on the second man.

July 4: Seven people are killed
when gunfire erupts during a
Fourth of July parade in Highland
Park, Ill., north of Chicago.

July 6: Richmond police public
affairs division emails Chief Ger-
ald Smith information about the
arrest of the two men on weap-
ons charges, saying the tipster
said the men were planning a
shooting in an unknown location
in Richmond. The information
was vetted by a detective.

July 6: Police Chief Gerald Smith
says in a news conference and
in national media interviews
that a “hero citizen” prevented
a mass shooting at Byrd Park’s
Dogwood Dell amphitheater on
July Fourth, where thousands
had gathered to watch fireworks.
The announcement alarmed the
community.

July 7: A police spokeswoman
clarifies to WRIC-TV that the tip-
ster hadn’t specified Dogwood
Dell — an erroneous claim that
had been made by Smith.

Aug. 3: A Richmond prosecutor
tells a judge police turned over no
evidence showing Dogwood Dell
was a target of a mass shooting
plot.

Aug. 16: Chief Smith said in an
interview that detectives could
not corroborate outside of the tip
that there was a plan for a mass
shooting, but said he believes
there was and that Dogwood Dell
was the target. He said his experi-
ence in policing helped him reach
that conclusion.

Aug. 24: Lincoln Saunders, the
city’s chief administrative of-
ficer, said he supports the chief,
who he said reached a “logical
conclusion.”
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WATCH: Annette
Marchioli and Ron
Stilwell adopted
Gracie from the

Richmond SPCA two weeks
ago. Point your smartphone
camera at the QR code, then
tap the link.

A growing number of
Virginia colleges are
waiving SAT and ACT
testing requirements
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Irelyn Rogan did not take
the SAT or ACT and was
accepted at VCU, where she
is a sophomore.
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Adopting an Envigo beagle: ‘The
positives so outweigh anything else’
What it’s like to own
one of the dogs from
the breeding facility

ALEXA WELCH EDLUND/TIMES-DISPATCH

When Ron Stilwell and Annette Marchioli adopted Gracie,
their Envigo beagle, she was “pitiful and puny.”
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A feast of love and laughter —
this raucous family comedy will

feed your soul. Rival sisters prepare
to bury their father when a family

secret arrives at the church, throwing
the proceedings into comical chaos.

East Coast Regional Premiere
Hot off its Broadway run!

SEPTEMBER 30
- OCTOBER 30

VIRGINIA REPERTORY THEATRE | NOVEMBER THEATRE | VIRGINIAREP.ORG | 804-282-2620 | GETYOUR TICKETSNOW!
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FALL ARTS PREVIEW 2022

BY COLLEEN CURRAN  Richmond Times-Dispatch

G
et ready for a full, jam-packed, star-studded fall

arts season in Richmond, two years after the

pandemic shuttered doors and closed curtains.

We’re talking Chris Rock, Jerry Seinfeld, “Dear

Evan Hansen,” “Pretty Woman” and so much

more. Plus top-notch musicians, such as The

Head and The Heart, Dawes and Bahamas and Virginia rapper

Pusha T are headed this way.

Virginia Repertory Theatre is celebrating its 70th anniversary

this year, while the Black History Museum & Cultural Center

of Virginia is marking its 40th anniversary. Richmond Triangle

Players is observing its 30th

anniversary with its wildly popular

version of “The Rocky Horror Show.”

Get your tickets early; “Rocky Horror”

tickets sold out fast in 2019.

A guitar played by Eric Clapton will

head to the Virginia Museum of Fine

Arts, the Richmond Ballet will debut

a new “Nutcracker” at the holidays,

DJ Grandmaster Flash will be back in

Richmond for the 2nd Street Festival,

and the RVA Street Art Festival will

return to the Canal Walk

where it all began.
It’s going to be a busy

fall arts season — and we are

ready for it.

SEASON

Doors reopen, curtains rise again
at Richmond venues for

audiences to see comedians,
bands, ballet, exhibits and more
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Chris Rock will visit
Richmond on Oct.
25-26.
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