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EVERYONE’S HOME FIELD IN BEALETON
#HVGT�VYQ�YGGMU��CNN�ƂXG�JKIJ�UEJQQN�XCTUKV[�HQQVDCNN�ICOGU�JCXG�DGGP�RNC[GF�CV�.KDGTV[oU�'CING�(KGNF��(CWSWKGT�
played Culpeper, Liberty and Kettle Run there. Kettle Run beat Handley and Fauquier there, and Liberty met 
(CWSWKGT�CPF�%WNRGRGT�VJGTG��6JKU�(TKFC[�-GVVNG�4WP�CPF�(CWSWKGT�RNC[�JQOG�ICOGU�HQT�VJG�ƂTUV�VKOG�

By Peter Brewington
Times sTaff WriTer

6RPHWLPHV� \RX� JHW� D� UHVXOW� VR� VXUSULVLQJ� DOO�
\RX�FDQ�GR�LV�VD\��³'LG�WKDW�UHDOO\�MXVW�KDSSHQ"´
.HWWOH�5XQ¶V������VPDFNGRZQ�RI�)DXTXLHU�RQ�

6DWXUGD\�LQ�%HDOHWRQ�IHOO�LQ�WKDW�FDWHJRU\�
7KH� FRXQW\� ULYDOV� ERWK� GLVSOD\HG� D� IHURFLRXV�

EUDQG�RI�GHIHQVH��WDNLQJ�WXUQV�EDVKLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU�
LQ�D�PDQQHU�WKDW�ORRNHG�OLNHO\�WR�FRQWLQXH�LQWR�WKH�
IRXUWK�TXDUWHU��7KH�&RXJDUV� OHG����� DW� KDOIWLPH�
FRXUWHV\�RI�$QGUHZ�3LHUF\¶V����\DUG�¿HOG�JRDO�
³,W�ZDV�D�VOXJIHVW��$W�RQH�SRLQW�,� WKRXJKW�WKLV�

FRXOG� HQG� ����́ � VDLG� .HWWOH� 5XQ� FRDFK� &KDUOLH�
3RUWHU¿HOG��
:KLOH�D�WRXJK�)DXTXLHU�GHIHQVH�GROHG�RXW�SOHQW\�

RI�SXQLVKPHQW��WKH�&RXJDUV�FUDFNHG�WKH�FRGH�WR�YLF-
WRU\��5LGLQJ�WKH�OHIW�DUP�RI�VHQLRU�TXDUWHUEDFN�(OLMDK�
&KXPOH\��WKH�&RXJDUV�VFRUHG�VL[�VHFRQG�KDOI�WRXFK-
GRZQV�WR�WXUQ�D�WRVVXS�JDPH�LQWR�D�EORZRXW��³:H�IHOW�
LI�ZH�WUXVW�ZKDW�ZH¶UH�GRLQJ�LW�ZDV�JRQQD�EUHDN��7R�
NHHS�RQ�WUDFN��LW�ZLOO�JR�RXU�ZD\�́ �VDLG�3RUWHU¿HOG�
³:KHQ�LW�UDLQHG��LW�SRXUHG��,W¶V�DOO�DERXW�FRP-

SHWLQJ� IRU� ��� PLQXWHV�́ � VDLG� )+6� FRDFK� .DUO�
%XFNZDOWHU�
&KXPOH\� FRPSOHWHG� ���RI���� SDVVHV� IRU� ����

\DUGV�DQG�WKUHH�7'V��$KPDO�:LOOLDPV�FDXJKW�IRXU�
SDVVHV�IRU�����\DUGV�DQG�WZR�7'V��3H\WRQ�0DKDI-
IH\�UDQ����WLPHV�IRU����\DUGV�DQG�D�7'��DQG�1LFN�
)DVFH�KDG�D����\DUG�IXPEOH�UHWXUQ�RQ�GHIHQVH�
.HWWOH�5XQ�ERWWOHG�XS�HOXVLYH�)DOFRQ�TXDUWHUEDFN�

-�7��'LHKO�E\�NHHSLQJ�GHIHQVLYH�HQGV�1LFN�)DVFH�DQG�
$EUDP� &KXPOH\� IURP� UXVKLQJ� DOO�RXW�� 7KLV� NHSW�
'LHKO�IURP�LPSURYLVLQJ�DQG�PDNLQJ�ELJ�SOD\V�
³7KH�'LHKO�NLG�LV�D�ORW�RI�IXQ�WR�ZDWFK��EXW�DZ-

IXO�WR�JDPH�SODQ�IRU�́ �VDLG�3RUWHU¿HOG��³:H�VWD\HG�
DW� KRPH�� 6RPHWLPHV� 1LFN� GLG� QRW� HYHQ� UXVK�� ,W�
ZDV�MXVW�FRQWDLQ�́
%RWK�)DOFRQ�VHQLRU�4%V�KDG�PLVHUDEOH�JDPHV��

'LHKO�FRPSOHWHG���RI����IRU����\DUGV�DQG�DQ�LQWHU-
FHSWLRQ��6WDU� VHQLRU� UHFHLYHU�(YDQ� -DFNVRQ��ZKR�
UHOLHYHG�'LHKO�RQ�WKH�WKLUG�GULYH�RI�WKH�WKLUG�TXDU-
WHU��ZDV���RI���IRU����\DUGV�

.HWWOH�5XQ� DYHQJHG� ODVW� VHDVRQ¶V� ����� ORVV� WR�
)DXTXLHU�DQG�WKUHZ�D�EXFNHW�RI�LFH�ZDWHU�RQ�)DX-
TXLHU¶V� LPSUHVVLYH����� VWDUW��ZKLFK� LQFOXGHG� ODVW�
0RQGD\¶V�������ZLQ�RYHU�/LEHUW\��
6XGGHQO\� LW¶V� WKH� &RXJDUV� À\LQJ� KLJK�� $IWHU�

JRLQJ����� ODVW� VHDVRQ�� WKH\¶UH�����DQG�DYHUDJLQJ�
��� SRLQWV� D� JDPH� KHDGLQJ� LQWR� )ULGD\¶V� +RPH-
FRPLQJ�JDPH�ZLWK�&XOSHSHU��
$QG�WKH\�KDYH�D�SRWHQWLDO�DOO�GLVWULFW�¿UVW�WHDP�

TXDUWHUEDFN�LQ�&KXPOH\��ZKR�KDV�VL[�7'�SDVVHV�
LQ�WZR�JDPHV��³,¶P�QRW�VXUSULVHG��/RRN�DW�WKH�RII-
VHDVRQ�KH�KDG��+RSHIXOO\�ZH�WDON�DERXW�WKLV�HYHU\�

ZHHN�́ �VDLG�3RUWHU¿HOG�
&KXPOH\� KDV� OHDUQHG� WR� UHOHDVH� KLV� SDVV-

HV� ZLWK� YHU\� VKRUW� GURSEDFN� WLPH�� &KXPOH\�
RSHQHG���IRU���EXW�FRPSOHWHG�KLV�ODVW�¿YH�LQ�WKH�
¿UVW�KDOI�DQG���IRU����LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�WR�FORVH�
���IRU����
+H� QRWHG� &KXPOH\� LV� ³VWLOO� QRW� FRQWHQW� ZLWK�

WKLQJV��+H¶V�OHDGLQJ�OLNH�D�VHQLRU�4%��+H¶V�ORRN-
LQJ�OLNH�DQ�DOO�GLVWULFW�FDOLEHU�NLG��,¶P�SOHDVHG�KH�
FDQ�SOD\�DJDLQ�DQG�VKRZ�ZKDW�KH�FDQ�GR�́
$IWHU�WKUHH�IXPEOHV�GHHS�LQ�)+6�WHUULWRU\��WZR�

LQ�WKH�¿UVW�KDOI��.HWWOH�5XQ�VFRUHG�WKHLU�¿UVW�7'�
RQ�LWV�WKLUG�GULYH�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�ZKHQ�&KXP-
OH\�KLW�-RUGDQ�7DSVFRWW�RQ�D���\DUG�RXW�URXWH�WR�WKH�
OHIW�S\ORQ�ZLWK������OHIW�LQ�WKH�WKLUG�

A TENSE GAME TURNS INTO A ROUT
Kettle Run buries Fauquier, 44-0, 
thanks to Chumley, Williams, Fasce

THIS WEEK’S GAMES
Kettle Run (2-0): HOME vs. Culpeper, Friday, 7 p.m.
Fauquier (2-1): HOME vs. Handley, Friday, 7 p.m.
Liberty (1-1): HOME vs. Goochland, Saturday, 1 p.m.

PHOTO BY RANDY LITZINGER
6JG�NQECN�HQQVDCNN�UEGPG�EJCPIGF�UKIPKƂECPVN[�NCUV�YGGM�CU�#JOCN�9KNNKCOU�
EGPVGT��CPF�VJG�-GVVNG�4WP�
%QWICTU�CXGPIGF�NCUV�[GCToU�NQUU�VQ�(CWSWKGT�VQ�KORTQXG�VQ������.KDGTV[�
�����GCTPGF�KVU�ƂTUV�YKP�D[�FQYPKPI�
Culpeper 29-17. Both games were played as a doubleheader in Bealeton.

‘It’s not fair to these athletes’
Local all-district or all-region teams won’t be selected this year

By Fred Hodge
sPecial To The Times

$WKOHWHV� DQG� FRDFKHV� DW� )DXTXLHU��
.HWWOH�5XQ�DQG�/LEHUW\�+LJK�6FKRROV�
ZLOO� QRW� EH� UHFHLYLQJ� DQ\� LQGLYLGXDO�
SRVWVHDVRQ�UHFRJQLWLRQ�WKLV�VFKRRO�\HDU�
,Q� D� FRQWURYHUVLDO� GHFLVLRQ�� WKH�

1RUWKZHVWHUQ�'LVWULFW��OLNH�PDQ\�GLV-
WULFWV� DQG� UHJLRQV� DURXQG� WKH� VWDWH��
RSWHG� RXW� RI� WKH� SRVWVHDVRQ� DZDUGV�
SURFHVV�� IROORZLQJ� WKH�9+6/¶V�GHFL-
VLRQ�QRW� WR�QDPH�DOO�VWDWH�WHDPV�GXH�
WR�WKH�VKRUWHU�VHDVRQV�
³,W�DOO�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�WKH�VWDWH�́ �VDLG�

.HWWOH� 5XQ� DFWLYLWLHV� GLUHFWRU� 3DXO�
)U\H�� ZKR� VDLG� 5HJLRQ� &� GHFLGHG�
DJDLQVW� DOO�UHJLRQ� WHDPV� LQ� D� FORVH�
YRWH��7KH�1RUWKZHVWHUQ� DQG�'XOOHV�
GLVWULFWV�IROORZHG�VXLW�
6RPH� FRDFKHV� DUH� GLVDSSRLQWHG�

WR�VHH�DWKOHWHV�GHSULYHG�RI�PXFK�GH-
VHUYHG�UHFRJQLWLRQ�

³,W¶V� WUXO\� D� GLVVHUYLFH� WR� WKH�
SOD\HUV�´� VDLG� )DXTXLHU� YROOH\EDOO�
FRDFK�'LDQD�6WRU\��³:H¶UH�OXFN\�WR�
KDYH�D�VHDVRQ��:H�DUH�YHU\�EOHVVHG�
E\� WKDW�� EXW� ZH� DUH� KDYLQJ� D� VHD-
VRQ�´� VKH� VDLG� SRLQWHGO\�� ³,W¶V� QRW�
fair to these athletes who are work-
LQJ�GD\�LQ�DQG�GD\�RXW�IRU�WKRVH�DF-
FRODGHV�́
2QH� DUJXPHQW� FLWHG� E\� WKH�

9+6/�ZKHQ� LW� FKRVH� QRW� WR� QDPH�
DQ�DOO�VWDWH�WHDP�ZDV�WKDW�QHDUO\����
SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�����VFKRRO�PHPEHU-
VKLS�GLG�QRW�SOD\�ZLQWHU�VSRUWV��
:LWK� ¿YH� WHDPV� LQVWHDG� RI� WKH�

QRUPDO�HLJKW�SOD\LQJ�IRRWEDOO�LQ�WKH�
1RUWKZHVWHUQ� 'LVWULFW�� WKH� GHFLVLRQ�
PDNHV�VRPH�VHQVH�� VDLG�.HWWOH�5XQ�
IRRWEDOO� FRDFK� &KDUOLH� 3RUWHU¿HOG��
³,W¶V�D�VWUDQJH�\HDU�VR�LW�GRHVQ¶W�VXU-
SULVH�PH�� ,W�ZRXOG�EH� WRXJK�WR�SLFN�
WUXH�DOO�GLVWULFW�WHDPV�ZLWKRXW�WKH�LQ-

FOXVLRQ�RI�6KHUDQGR��0LOOEURRN�DQG�
-DPHV�:RRG�́ � VDLG�3RUWHU¿HOG��QRW-
LQJ�RQO\�.5+6��)+6��/+6��&XOSHS-
HU� DQG� +DQGOH\� DUH� FRPSHWLQJ� IRU�
WKH�GLVWULFW�WLWOH�LQ�DOO�ZLQWHU�VSRUWV�
%XW� 6WRU\� GRHVQ¶W� WKLQN� WHDPV�

SOD\LQJ� VKRXOG�EH�SHQDOL]HG�� ³:K\�
DUH�\RX�DIIHFWLQJ�P\�SOD\HUV�EHFDXVH�
RI�D�VFKRRO�GLVWULFW� WKDW�GHFLGHG�QRW�
WR�SOD\"�³�VKH�DVNHG��³,I�\RX�GHFLGH�
QRW� WR�SOD\� WKHQ�\RX�GR�QRW�JHW� WKH�
DFFRODGHV�́
All-district picked in Prince William
,Q�QHDUE\�3ULQFH�:LOOLDP�&RXQW\��

WKH�&ODVV���&HGDU�5XQ�DQG�&DUGLQDO�
GLVWULFWV� SLFNHG� SRVWVHDVRQ� WHDPV�
LQ� EDVNHWEDOO�� DV� GLG� WKH� &RPPRQ-
ZHDOWK�'LVWULFW�LQ�6WDIIRUG�&RXQW\�
%XW� WKRVH� &ODVV� �� 5HJLRQ� %� GLG�

QRW�VHOHFW�DQ�DOO�UHJLRQ�WHDP��ZKLFK�
ERWKHUV� 3RWRPDF� ER\V� FRDFK� .HLWK�

+RQRUH��ZKRVH�VTXDG�ZRQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�
DQG�ORVW�LQ�WKH�&ODVV���FKDPSLRQVKLS�
³&29,'�KDV�WDNHQ�VR�PXFK�DZD\�

IURP�RXU�NLGV��7KH\¶YH�KDG� WR�SOD\�
ZLWK� PDVNV� RQ� DQG� ZLWKRXW� IDQV��
,� GRQ¶W� WKLQN�PRUH� VKRXOG� EH� WDNHQ�
DZD\�� EXW� ZH� VKRXOG� JLYH� WKHP� DV�
PXFK�DV�ZH�FRXOG�́ �VDLG�+RQRUH�

PHOTO BY RANDY LITZINGER
Makayla Foddrell had a chance to be 
Northwestern District Player of the 
Year, but the district is not awarding 
honors this year.

6HH ATHLETES��SDJH���

6HH COUGARS��SDJH���
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7KH�JDPH�ZDV�VWLOO� WLJKW�DW������HQWHULQJ�WKH�
IRXUWK�±�XQWLO�WKH�&RXJDUV�VFRUHG�¿YH�PRUH�7'V��
7KH�¿UVW�IHDWXUHG�VRPH�OXFN�DV�)DOFRQ�FRUQHU-

EDFN�5REHUW�9DVTXH]�JRW�LQ�IURQW�RI�D�SDVV�WR�&RX-
JDU�$KPDO�:LOOLDPV�DQG�WLSSHG�LW�XS�RYHU�KLV�EDFN�
WR�:LOOLDPV��ZKR�VFRRWHG�WKH�¿QDO����\DUGV�IRU�D�
���\DUG�7'�WR�PDNH�LW������DIWHU�3LHUF\¶V�NLFN�
&KXPOH\� WKHQ�KLW�:LOOLDPV� IRU� D� ���\DUG�7'�

WR�PDNH�LW������DIWHU�(OOD�6OHYLQ¶V�NLFN��/LQHPDQ�
1LFN�)DVFH�UDQ����\DUGV�DIWHU�D�-DFNVRQ�IXPEOH�WR�
PDNH�LW������DIWHU�6OHYLQ¶V�NLFN�
7KH�ODVW�WZR�7'V�FDPH�RQ�D���\DUG�UXQ�E\�/R-

JDQ�%UDQKDP�DQG����\DUG�UXQ�E\�3H\WRQ�0HKDIIH\�
3RUWHU¿HOG��ZKR� LV�QRZ����� OLIHWLPH�YV��)DX-

TXLHU�� VDLG� ODVW�\HDU¶V� ORVV� WR� WKH�)DOFRQV�ZDV�D�
IDFWRU�6DWXUGD\��
³,�WKLQN�RXU�NLGV�GLGQ¶W�IRUJHW�WKDW��2QH�RI�WKH�

LVVXHV�ZDV� ,¶P� QRW� VXUH�ZH� JDYH� WKHP� UHVSHFW��
(YHQ� WKRXJK�ZH� GLGQ¶W� UROO� LQWR� WKDW� JDPH� ODVW�
\HDU� ZLWK� D� JUHDW� UHFRUG�� ZH� WKRXJKW� ZH� ZHUH�
JRQQD�EHDW�WKHP�́ �VDLG�3RUWHU¿HOG�
.HWWOH� 5XQ� KDV� QRZ� ZRQ� QLQH� RI� WKH� ODVW� ���

PHHWLQJV�DJDLQVW�)DXTXLHU�DQG�OHDGV�WKH�VHULHV������
2WKHU� VWDUV� 6DWXUGD\� LQFOXGHG� -DFRE� 5RELQ-

VRQ��ZKR�FDXJKW�VL[�SDVVHV�IRU����\DUGV��DQG�7DS-
VFRWW��ZKR�FDXJKW�WZR�IRU����\DUGV�DQG�D�7'�
7KH� NLFNLQJ� JDPH� ZDV� DOVR� VSRW� RQ�� 3LHUF\�

PDGH�WKH�JDPH�ZLQQLQJ�SRLQWV�RQ�D����\DUG�¿HOG�
JRDO�DQG�SXQWHG�ZHOO�RQ�D�ZLQG\�GD\�ZKHUH�¿HOG�
SRVLWLRQ� PDWWHUHG�� %DFNXS� NLFNHU� (OOD� 6OHYLQ�
ZHQW���IRU���RQ�H[WUD�SRLQWV��PDNLQJ�KHU���IRU���
WKURXJK�WZR�JDPHV�

$GGHG�+RQRUH��³,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�WKHUH�ZDV�PDO-
LFH��,�MXVW�WKLQN�LW�ZDV�D�EDG�GHFLVLRQ�DQG�FRXOG�
KDYH�EHHQ�WKRXJKW�RXW�D�OLWWOH�PRUH��,W¶V�QRW�WRR�
ODWH�WR�JR�EDFN�DQG�GR�ZKDW¶V�ULJKW��7KH�FRQVHQ-
VXV�RI�WKH�FRDFKHV�LQ�5HJLRQ��%�LV�WKDW�ZH�ZDQW�
DQ�DOO�UHJLRQ�WHDP�́
)DXTXLHU�JLUOV�EDVNHWEDOO�FRDFK�%ULDQ�)RG-

GUHOO�LV�DOVR�IHHOLQJ�GHSULYHG�DIWHU�KLV�)DOFRQV�
ZRQ� WKHLU�¿UVW� GLVWULFW� JLUOV� EDVNHWEDOO� FKDP-
SLRQVKLS�VLQFH�������)RGGUHOO�SUREDEO\�ZRXOG�
KDYH�EHHQ�&RDFK�RI�WKH�<HDU�DQG�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH��
SOD\HUV�KRQRUHG�
³&ROOHJHV�ZDQW�WR�VHH�WKH�SHUVRQDO�DFKLHYH-

PHQWV� �IRU� UHFUXLWLQJ� SXUSRVHV��� )RU� D� UHVXPH�
VWDQGSRLQW�� LW� KXUWV� WKH� NLGV�́ � VDLG� )RGGUHOO��
³7KRVH� DUH� WKLQJV� NLGV� FDQ¶W� JHW� EDFN�� 7KH\�
KDYH�ZRUNHG�KDUG�WR�JHW�WR�D�SRLQW�ZKHUH�WKH\�
FRXOG�EH�QDPHG�DOO�GLVWULFW�RU�DOO�UHJLRQ�
³:H� ZHQW� DKHDG� DQG� SOD\HG� D� GLVWULFW�� UH-

JLRQ� DQG� VWDWH� FKDPSLRQVKLS�� 6R�� HYHU\WKLQJ�
WKDW�FRPHV�ZLWK�LW�VKRXOG�EH�LQ�RQH�EXQGOH��:H�
VKRXOGQ¶W�RPLW�WKRVH�WKLQJV�́

FIELD HOCKEY

Smith’s goal leads Cougars past Falcons 1-0 in OT 
By Fred Hodge

sPecial To The Times

3HUVLVWHQFH� SDLG� RII�0RQGD\� QLJKW� LQ� WKH� VHD-
VRQ�RSHQLQJ�JDPH�IRU�WKH�.HWWOH�5XQ�¿HOG�KRFNH\�
WHDP�
7KH�KRVW�&RXJDUV�KHOG�D�GHFLGHG�DGYDQWDJH�LQ�FLU-

FOH�SHQHWUDWLRQ�DQG�VKRWV�RQ�JRDO�RYHU�)DXTXLHU��<HW��
.HWWOH�5XQ�IRXQG�LWVHOI�LQ�D�����WLH�HQWHULQJ�D����PLQ-
XWH�VXGGHQ�YLFWRU\�RYHUWLPH�SHULRG�ZLWK�WKH�)DOFRQV�
.HWWOH�5XQ�PDGH� D� TXLFN�� GHHS� DGYDQFHPHQW�

LQ�WKH�¿UVW����VHFRQGV�ZKHQ�WKH�)DOFRQV�IDLOHG�WR�
VWRS�WKH�EDOO�DW�PLG¿HOG��7KH�KRVWV�WUDQVODWHG�WKDW�
RSHQLQJ�LQWR�$EEH\�6PLWK¶V�JDPH�ZLQQLQJ�VFRUH�
WKUHH�PLQXWHV�����VHFRQGV�LQWR�WKH�H[WUD�SHULRG�
³:H�ZHUH�GH¿QLWHO\�RQ�WKH�DWWDFN�IRU�PXFK�RI�

WKH�JDPH�́ �.HWWOH�5XQ¶V�¿UVW�\HDU�KHDG�FRDFK�-X-
OLH�.XKOEHUJ�VDLG�DIWHUZDUG��EXW�VKH�ZDV�KRSLQJ�
IRU�D�EHWWHU�VKRRWLQJ�SHUFHQWDJH�
³,�WKLQN�WKH\�QHHG�WR�ZRUN�RQ�JHWWLQJ�LW�LQWR�WKH�

JRDO��7KH\�JHW�LQWR�WKH�FLUFOH��EXW�WKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�
KDYLQJ�WURXEOH�JHWWLQJ�WKH�VKRWV�LQ�́ �VKH�VDLG���
³:H� KDG� WZR� JDPHV� FDQFHOHG� ODVW� ZHHN�� VR�

WKH\�ZHUH�VXSHU�H[FLWHG�WR�SOD\�́ �.XKOEHUJ�DGGHG��
³0D\EH�WKH\�ZHUHQ¶W�TXLWH�DV�IRFXVHG�DW�WKH�VWDUW��
2QFH�WKH�JDPH�JRW�JRLQJ��WKH\�FDPH�WRJHWKHU�DV�D�
WHDP�DQG�ZRUNHG�EHWWHU�́ ��
)DXTXLHU¶V� DWWDFN�� E\� FRQWUDVW�� VSXWWHUHG� DW�

WLPHV��DV�WKH�)DOFRQV�ZHUH�QRW�FUHGLWHG�ZLWK�D�VKRW�
RQ�JRDO�RQ�WKHLU�IHZHU�WULSV�LQWR�WKH�FLUFOH��)DXTXLHU�
JRDONHHSHU�(ULQ�,UYLQ�FDPH�DZD\�ZLWK����VDYHV�
³:H�ZDLWHG� WRR� ORQJ� WR�JHW�RIIHQVLYHO\�PLQG-

HG�́ � )DOFRQ� FRDFK�%URRN�6HWWOH� VDLG�� DGGLQJ� WKH�
FRDFKHV� VWLOO� DUH�H[SHULPHQWLQJ� WR�¿QG� WKH�PRVW�
HIIHFWLYH�OLQHXS�
7KH�9LUJLQLD�+LJK�6FKRRO�/HDJXH�EDQQHG�WKH�XVX-

DO�WZR�SUHVHDVRQ�VFULPPDJHV�WKLV�\HDU�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�
WKH�&29,'����SDQGHPLF��6HWWOH�VDLG�WKLV�XQLW�QHHGHG�
WKRVH�H[WUD�UHSHWLWLRQV�DJDLQVW�RXWVLGH�RSSRVLWLRQ�
³:H¶UH� VWLOO� WU\LQJ� WR�¿JXUH� RXW�ZKHUH� WR� SXW�

JLUOV�WKDW�FDQ�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU��2XU�OLQHXS�WRGD\�ZDV�
FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW� WKDQ�RXU� ODVW� WLPH�RXW�́ � VKH�
VDLG��³,�WKLQN�ZH�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�D�PXFK�EHW-
WHU�SODFH�LI�ZH�ZRXOG�KDYH�KDG�WZR�VFULPPDJHV��
:H�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�KROHV�WR�¿OO�IURP�ODVW�\HDU�́

6WLOO��LW¶V�QRW�WLPH�WR�SDQLF��³:KDW�,¶YH�QRWLFHG�
WKLV� \HDU� LV� LW¶V� JRLQJ� WR� EH� DQ\ERG\¶V� JDPH� RQ�
DQ\�JLYHQ�GD\��:KR�VKRZV�XS�ZLWK�WKH�EHVW�¿HOG�
KRFNH\�PHQWDOLW\�́ �6HWWOH�VDLG�RI�WKH�FORVH�1RUWK-
ZHVWHUQ�'LVWULFW�UHVXOWV�WKXV�IDU�
Falcon JV wins 2-0
)DXTXLHU� WRRN� WKH� MXQLRU� YDUVLW\� IUD\�� ����� RQ�

VFRUHV�E\�/LQGVH\�&UHH�DQG�.D\OHH�6KXOHU�RII�DV-
VLVWV�E\�(OLVD�'XFD�DQG�/LO\�3DFFDVVL��UHVSHFWLYHO\�
)DXTXLHU� KDG� RSHQHG� LWV� VHDVRQ�ZLWK� DQRWKHU�

KHDUW�EUHDNLQJ� ORVV� 0DUFK� �� DW� *HRUJH� 0DVRQ��
7KH�)DOFRQV�VTXDQGHUHG�OHDGV�RI�����DQG�����EH-
IRUH�IDOOLQJ�������RQ�D�0XVWDQJ�JRDO�ZLWK�RQO\�VHY-
HQ�VHFRQGV�UHPDLQLQJ�LQ�UHJXODWLRQ�SOD\�
)DXTXLHU¶V�-9V�ZRQ�WKHLU�RSHQHU�������RQ�JRDOV�

E\� &UHH�� (OHQD� )DFNHQWKDO��0DUMRULH� 'DYHQSRUW�
DQG�/HRQLH�*UDXV�
Eagles pull out opening win in shootout
/LEHUW\�� WKH�GHIHQGLQJ�GLVWULFW�FKDPSLRQ��DOVR�

KDG� D� WLJKW� JDPH�ZLWK�*HRUJH�0DVRQ�0DUFK� ���
7KH� WHDPV�ZHUH� WLHG� DW� ���� IROORZLQJ� UHJXODWLRQ�
DQG�VXGGHQ�YLFWRU\�SHULRGV��IRUFLQJ�D�RQH�YHUVXV�
RQH�VHVVLRQ��*UHWFKHQ�7KRPDV��'DSKQH�'D\PXGH�
DQG�$EE\�.HOOHU�VFRUHG�IRU�WKH�(DJOH�YLFWRU\��/LVH�
(DQHV�WDOOLHG�/LEHUW\¶V�UHJXODWLRQ�JRDO���
7KH�FRQGHQVHG�VHDVRQ�DQG�ZHW�FRQGLWLRQV�KDYH�

OHG�WR�D�FURZGHG�ZHHNO\�VFKHGXOH��)DXTXLHU�KRVWV�
&XOSHSHU�RQ�6HQLRU�1LJKW�7KXUVGD\�DW���S�P��/LE-
HUW\�KRVWV�.HWWOH�5XQ�DW���S�P��WKDW�QLJKW�EHIRUH�
WKH�(DJOHV�SOD\�DW�)DXTXLHU�������D�P�6DWXUGD\�

FILE PHOTO
Senior captain Maddie White and the Cougars travel 
to play defending champion Liberty on Thursday at 6 
p.m. On Saturday, Liberty is at Fauquier at 11:30 a.m.

By Peter Brewington
Times sTaff WriTer

)DXTXLHU�VHQLRU�-DNH�*ROG-
PDQ�ZDV� WKH� WRS� ORFDO� VZLP-
PHU�DW� WKH�&ODVV��� VWDWH�PHHW�
LQ�&KULVWLDQVEXUJ�RQ�)HE������
SODFLQJ� VHFRQG� LQ� WKH� ����
\DUG� LQGLYLGXDO� PHGOH\� LQ�
��������
*ROGPDQ� ZDV� DOVR� ¿IWK�

LQ� WKH� ����\DUG� EXWWHUÀ\� LQ�
������
³,¶P�MXVW�WKDQNIXO�,�ZDV�DEOH�

WR� FRPSHWH� DORQJ�ZLWK� DOO� WKH�
RWKHU�VHQLRUV�IRU�RQH�¿QDO�VHD-
VRQ�́ �VDLG�*ROGPDQ��ZKR�SODQV�
WR�VZLP�DW�DQ�1&$$�'LYLVLRQ�
,,,� VFKRRO� DQG� LV�GHFLGLQJ�EH-
WZHHQ� DFDGHPLF� SRZHUKRXVHV�
&DOWHFK��0,7�DQG�&DUQHJLH�0HOORQ��
.HWWOH� 5XQ¶V� JLUOV� ����\DUG� IUHHVW\OH� UHOD\�

WHDP� KDG� WKH� VHFRQG� EHVW� ORFDO� SHUIRUPDQFH��
WDNLQJ� IRXUWK� LQ� ��������� 7KH� WHDP� FRQVLVWHG�

RI� VRSKRPRUH� 0HJDQ� )DOOLQ��
IUHVKPDQ� /LO\� 9RQ+HUEXOLV��
VHQLRU�3H\WRQ�7DORPLH�DQG�MX-
QLRU�(PPD�&UDGGRFN�
.HWWOH� 5XQ¶V� ���� PHGOH\�

UHOD\� WHDP� RI� &UDGGRFN�� 7DO-
RPLH��)DOOLQ�DQG�$OOHJUD�&UDIW�
WRRN�HLJKWK�LQ���������
,QGLYLGXDOO\�� 9RQ+HUEX-

OLV�ZDV� QLQWK� LQ� WKH� ���� IUHH�
����������� )DOOLQ� ZDV� ��WK� LQ�
WKH� ���� IUHH� �������� DQG� ��WK�
LQ� WKH� ���� EXWWHUÀ\� �����������
&UDGGRFN�ZDV���WK�LQ�WKH�����
,0�����������
$OVR�� .HWWOH� 5XQ� VRSKR-

PRUH�0DUN�)DOOLQ�ZDV���WK�LQ�
WKH����IUHH���������DQG���WK�LQ�

WKH�����EDFNVWURNH���������
,Q� WKH� WHDP� VFRULQJ�� WKH� .HWWOH� 5XQ� JLUOV�

ZHUH���WK��)DXTXLHU� ER\V���WK� DQG�.HWWOH�5XQ�
ER\V���WK�

(CWSWKGToU�)QNFOCP�VCMGU�UGEQPF�KP�����ƃ[�CV�UVCVG�UYKO�OGGV

ATHLETES��IURP�SDJH���

‘It’s not fair to these athletes’

Kettle Run shuts out Fauquier
COUGARS��IURP�SDJH���

PHOTO BY PATRICIA DAVIS
Fauquier senior Jake Goldman’s 
superb career ended with a second 
RNCEG�ƂPKUJ�CV�UVCVGU�KP�VJG�����
[CTF�DWVVGTƃ[�

PHOTO BY RANDY LITZINGER
After two Saturday wins in Bealeton, Kettle 
4WPoU�ƂTUV�JQOG�ICOG�KU�(TKFC[�CV���R�O��CICKPUV�
Culpeper (0-2) for Homecoming.
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By Peter Brewington
Times sTaff WriTer

Highland wanted to be the team 
dogpiling in celebration at the pitch-
er’s mound Saturday.

Instead, the top-seeded Hawks 
were frustrated in their bid to win 
their first VISAA Division II baseball 
title, losing to traditional power and 
No. 2 seed Greenbrier Christian 7-6 
in the championship game at Shep-
herd Stadium in Colonial Heights.

Coming in with an arsenal of 
NCAA Division I-bound players, the 
Hawks played like the top dog all year, 
and seemed poised to win with George 
Washington University-bound ace Ed 
Wagner on the mound. 

While not in complete control, 
the 6-foot-6 Wagner produced a 
gritty effort, going five innings and 
allowing four earned runs with five 
strikeouts, and leaving with his team 
ahead 5-4. “Ed Wagner was a pro-
gram changer in his three years for 
us. I’d give him the ball again. It 
played like we wanted it. He did not 
have his best stuff, but he competed. 
That’s what Ed does,” said Highland 
coach Micah Higgins.

The Hawks scored in five of the 
seven innings and led 2-0, 3-0, 4-3, 
5-3 and 5-4, but could never break 
it wide open. Greenbrier won it with 
three runs in the top of the sixth to 
lead 7-5. Highland scored once in the 
bottom of the sixth and had the tying 
run at second in the bottom of the 

seventh, but could not score.
“This group is special in so many 

ways,” said Higgins. “They love 
each other each and every day. That 
trumps the game score. Life-long 
relationships is what we strive for. 
Highland baseball has never been 
hotter.”

It was Highland’s second straight 
loss in the title game. In 2019 they 
eliminated Greenbrier in the semis 
but lost the final to Miller School. 
“This was Greenbrier’s 14th state 
title and they’ve had multiple pro 
players,” added Higgins. “It feels 
good to compete with people like 
that at the top of the heap. We want 
to stay there.”

The game was an engrossing back 
and forth duel. The Gators, decked 
out in blue and orange like the Uni-
versity of Florida, got in deep trou-
ble numerous times with multiple 
errors, but managed to keep it tight 
despite trailing.

Down 2-0, Greenbrier coach Pat-
rick Nichols pulled starting pitcher 
Bailey Matela quickly in the second 
inning, and backup James McCrady 
went the rest of the way, allowing 
three runs (two earned) in 5⅔ im-
pressive innings.

With eight hits, five walks and 
numerous Gators’ errors, Highland 
reached base frequently, but made 
key mistakes that killed potentially 
big innings. 

The Hawks had a runner picked 
off second in the second and hit into a 

hard-luck double play to end the third 
when runner Blake Cuddington was 
called out on a popup slide into second 
resulting in an automatic out at first. 

But perhaps the biggest regret 
was not scoring in the fifth when 
Highland, nursing a 5-4 lead, loaded 
the bases with no out, but scored no 
runs when John Noah Lukonis was 
thrown out at the plate on a fairly 
deep flyout to right field after leav-
ing late.

“Some things did not go our way. 
It’s not easy. That’s baseball, man. 
We love the sport,” said Higgins. 

Greenbrier responded with a huge 
bases-loaded double by Joey Allen 
to the base of the left-center field 
fence in the top of the sixth to clear 
the bases for a 7-5 Gators’ lead.

That hit came off Cuddington, but 
the loss went to Jackson Gimbel, who 
walked three batters to open the sixth.

Greenbrier also had a three-run 
home run from Ethan Ott to tie the 

game at 3-3 in the top of the third. 
“They got six runs on two swings,” 
lamented Higgins about the Gators’ 
two huge hits.

Highland’s hitting star was Cud-
dington, who had a two-run single in 
the first and RBI single in the third, 
long double in the seventh, and fin-
ished 3-for-3 with a walk and hit by 
pitch. 

“Cuddington was clutch all week. 
That’s him all year. He was the best 
in the big moments,” said Higgins.

Griffin Carroll had an RBI sin-
gle in the second. Nate Dulevitz tri-
pled to right-center in the sixth and 
scored on Connor McAuley’s RBI 
groundout to make it 7-6.

Despite the disappointment, the 
Hawks finished 24-6 and returns 
another loaded squad next spring. 
“In the grand scheme, we’re so for-
tunate and blessed to be able to play 
30 baseball games this year,” said 
Huggins.

COURTESY PHOTO
Despite a frustrating loss in Saturday’s state final, coach Micah Higgins’ talent-
laden Highland baseball program had its finest season, going 24-6.

The baseball gods 
don’t shine on Hawks
Leading most of game, Highland falls in state final, 7-6

Winebarger silences Kettle Run as Falcons get revenge, 3-2
By Peter Brewington

Times sTaff WriTer

Kettle Run and Fauquier have both made the 
Class 4 state baseball tournament within the last 
five years, and make regular visits to regionals.

With both programs in the thick of the North-
western District race, postseason thoughts of glo-
ry are not unrealistic this season, especially in a 
crazy, late-starting, COVID-affected year.

Both Fauquier and Kettle Run have solid pitch-
ing, strong position players and are under sound 

management with Falcon coach Matt O’Saben 
and Cougar coach Ty Thorpe.

“I think we’re both getting quality pitching. It 
comes down which team can put together enough 
offense to put together a win. Pitchers are ahead of 
hitters all year. In the post-COVID situations the hit-
ters are behind,” said Fauquier’s O’Saben.

Entering the final week of the regular season, 
both are 5-3 and tied for third in the Northwest-
ern District. The district tournament runs June 1 
and June 3. Due to the format it’s possible both 
local teams could make it to the regionals again, 

although Millbrook 
(8-0) and James Wood 
(7-1) have been the 
best teams so far.

Last Friday’s second 
Falcon-Cougar show-
down in a week showed 
how close they are. 
Fauquier got revenge 
for a 4-0 loss on May 17 
with a 3-2 win behind 
the lights-out pitching 
of Falcon sophomore 
Owen Winebarger.

Fauquier went 10 innings over the two games 
before finally scoring against Kettle Run, and 
were helped by some Kettle Run infield mistakes 
last Friday. 

But the lefty Winebarger was the story, assur-
edly controlling multiple pitches. He was never hit 
hard in recording nine strikeouts, including five 
caught-looking. “Owen did what Owen does. He 
commanded the strike zone in and out and up and 
down. He kept them off balance,” said O’Saben.

Starter Harrison Yergey, a junior righthander, was 
also impressive for the Cougars, striking out seven 
Cougars in his six innings, before giving way to Zac 
Gimon, who struck out the side in the seventh.

Kettle Run took a 1-0 lead in the second on infield 
singles by Chase Rogers and Yergey and a solid RBI 
single to center by Peyton Mehaffey to score Rogers.TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL

Evenly-matched Fauquier and Kettle Run split two well-played games last week. The regular season 
concludes this week with Fauquier hosting Culpeper Thursday and Kettle Run visiting Liberty Friday.

Northwestern 
District baseball 

standings 
Millbrook  8-0
James Wood  7-1
Kettle Run  5-3
Fauquier  5-3
Sherando  4-4
Culpeper  2-6
Liberty  1-7
Handley  0-8

See BASEBALL, page 29



By Peter Brewington
Times sTaff WriTer

Shenandoah University football coach Scott Yoder 
calls Haley Van Voorhis “hard-working and humble.”

A week into the team’s practice schedule, he’s 
pleased with what he’s seen from Van Voorhis, a 
freshman defensive back who reportedly will become 
the first woman to play NCAA college football at a 
position other than kicker.

“She has been a great teammate. Haley made a nice 
play and intercepted a pass in an 11-on-11 drill and the 
defense was really excited about that,” Yoder said.

The 5-foot-7, 150-pounder from The Plains was 
recruited as a defensive back in December, 2020 af-
ter Shenandoah coaches liked her film and saw her 
at a scouting combine in Richmond.

By Peter Brewington
Times sTaff WriTer

Is this the year?
New Kettle Run High golf coach Chris Ferrell hopes so.
After five straight years of winning the Northwestern 

District title and making the region tournament, the Cou-
gars’ golf program feels it’s high time they made states.

“It’s been our nemesis,” says Ferrell, whose impressive 
program has never done it.

Kettle Run lost its No. 3 and 6 players to graduation in 
Joey Shull and Ashley Gentry, but return No. 1 Ben Gray 
and No. 2 Colin Doyle, both seniors. Also back are soph-
omore Evan Gentry and junior Hayes Talomie, who play 
No. 3 and No. 4, respectively,

Throw in talented freshman Jack Wargo, who has also 
played in the No. 4 slot, and sophomores Brian Slaughter 
and Nick Adkins, who have rotated at No. 6, and you can 
see why the Cougars think this could be their year.

“This is the deepest team we’ve had in a long time,” 
said Ferrell, who feels a state berth is attainable. “We are 
very good this year. We just have to make sure we keep 
striving to get better. The sky’s the limit, but we can’t feed 
that into them too early. With all the hype and everything, 
they need to keep their heads on straight.”

Kettle Run set a school record of 298 in rolling to vic-
tory in the opening district meet on Aug. 2, then finished 
a solid fourth at the 29-team Curly Licklider tournament 
in Winchester on Aug. 4. After winning another district 
tournament on Aug. 9, they’ve all but clinched the regular 
season title and a region berth.

The district tournament is Sept. 27 at Blue Ridge Shad-
ows in Front Royal, giving Ferrell plenty of time to keep 
assessing his team’s chances.

A former top Kettle Run golfer, Ferrell graduated in 
2011 and is working in sales and investment for Ross Real 
Estate. He played under former coach Dale Edwards, then 
served as the Cougars’ assistant coach under Edwards for 
four years before the two switched jobs after last season.

“It fits my personality. I like teaching the game,” said 
Ferrell, who played golf at Shepherd University and grad-
uated in 2015.

Kettle Run’s undisputed No. 1 is Gray, who shot 
two-under par 69 at the first meet. “Ben is our superstar if 
that’s what you want to call him. He’s our best player and 
(fellow senior) Colin is a solid No. 2,” said Ferrell, noting 
Doyle has shot 71 this year.

The new coach knows at least three or four low individ-
ual scores will be needed at regionals against schools like 
Loudoun County, Loudoun Valley or Tuscarora to earn 
one of the two precious Class 4 state berths that have con-
sistently eluded the Cougars.

“We’re looking at Evan, Jack, Hayes or Brian. Any of 
them can bust into that next realm,” Ferrell said of Gentry, 
Wargo, Talomie and Slaughter.

The region tournament is Oct. 4 at a site to be deter-
mined. The Class 4 state championship is Oct. 12 at Glen-
rochie Country Club in Abingdon.
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DOMBROWSKI TAKES SECOND IN SPANISH VUELTA BIKE RACE
Professional cyclist Joe Dombrowski of Warrenton finished second in the third stage of the Vuelta a Espana 
Monday. Dombrowski, 30, made a strong move during the mountainous finish but was outdueled by winner Rein 
Taaramäe. The 2009 Fauquier High grad has been a pro racer since 2011 and now rides for UAE Team Emirates.

PHOTO BY JIM STEIGELMAN
The Kettle Run golf team is off to a hot start. From left is 
assistant coach Dale Edwards, followed by freshman Jack 
Wargo, junior Hayes Talomie, sophomore Brian Slaughter, 
senior Ben Gray, sophomore Evan Gentry, senior Colin Doyle 
and head coach Chris Ferrell.

HALEY PREPARES 
TO MAKE HISTORY
Fauquier County’s Van Voorhis begins freshman 
year as Shenandoah University defensive back

COURTESY PHOTOS
A resident of The Plains, Haley Van Voorhis, 18, will reportedly become the first woman to 
play NCAA college football in a position other than kicker. She’s a freshman defensive back at 
Division 3 Shenandoah University in Winchester and played this past spring for the D.C. Divas 
women’s team, pictured above.

See VAN VOORHIS, page 20
Van Voorhis graduated from 
Christchurch School in May.

Talented Kettle Run golfers
seek elusive state berth
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The former Kettle Run High athlete attended 
Christchurch School the previous three years, grad-
uating in May after completing school all online. 

Due to the pandemic, Van Voorhis missed the 
final year of football and lacrosse at Christchurch, 
but she stayed sharp playing strong safety this 
past spring season for the D.C. Divas of the Wom-
en’s Football Alliance.

She made the all-WFA team as a strong safety and 
recorded 21 solo tackles in the Divas’ five games. 

That experience was legal under NCAA rules be-
cause she did it before full-time college enrollment 
and paid to play on the team, said her mother Heidi.

“She really was a terrific Diva, a terrific team-
mate, and a terrific football player,” Divas’ owner 
Rich Daniel said on the team website. “And at the 
age of eighteen, that is quite a statement to make 
about anybody. Whether it be a boy or a young lady.”

In an article on the Divas’ website, Van Voorhis 
said, “I got to be physically playing a lot more than I 
had before, so I was able to pick up new things, and 
keep myself playing football.”

Although she is a multi-sport standout who 
also shined in basketball and lacrosse, football 
captured her attention early. She began tackle 
football in sixth grade, and played in a Fauquier 
County boys league for three years. 

She attended Kettle Run as a freshman in 2017, 
playing JV football as a wide receiver/defensive 
back. She transferred to Christchurch, a boarding 

school located near the base of the Rappahannock 
River in eastern Virginia, for her sophomore year 
and shined in basketball, lacrosse and football as 
a sophomore.

She played football again as a junior, but with the 

pandemic hitting, Christchurch’s basketball season 
was cut short and lacrosse canceled. Her entire se-
nior year of sports were cancelled, her mom said.

To fill the void, Van Voorhis trained diligently 
at home in The Plains and joined the Divas.

A trainer she works with recently posted a twit-
ter video of Van Voorhis dead-lifting 315 pounds.

“No days off this past year until her one beach 
vacation week in July. We’re proud of her tenacity 
and hard work,” said her mother Heidi. “We look 
forward to cheering on the entire Shenandoah 
Football team in September!”

Asked if she feels pressure, Haley told the Di-
vas’ website she’s aware some people are watch-
ing her.

“I’m out here playing football, having fun,” 
she said. “I mean, I do keep in my mind I’m the 
first and I gotta put a little extra 110% to prove to 
myself that women can do anything that maybe 
they’re not supposed to do. So, playing football is 
just a dream of mine, and now I’m able to do it.”

Yoder said Van Voorhis looks fit.
“Haley is playing defensive back and is doing 

well. She came in to camp in good shape and it is 
apparent she has been training most of the sum-
mer. This has served her well,” said Yoder. 

“Haley has been extremely coachable and we 
look forward to watching her progress through 
the next few weeks.“

Shenandoah begins its season Sept. 4 with a 
home game against Methodist at 1 p.m.

Van Voorhis: ‘Playing football is just a dream of mine, and now I’m able to do it.”

COURTESY PHOTO
Shenandoah coach Scott Yoder said Haley Van 
Voorhis intercepted a pass at a recent practice.  
“She came into camp in good shape and it is 
apparent she has been training most of the 
summer,” he said.

VAN VOORHIS, from page 19

35-second shot clock approved for high school hoops in 2022

By Fred Hodge
sPecial To The Times

Your local high school gymnasiums may be 
sporting brand new shot clocks 15 months from 
now.

The National Federation of State High School 
Associations (NFHS) has approved the use of a 
35-second clock for use in boys and girls basket-
ball. Regulations for shot clock use will be includ-
ed in the official rules manual beginning with the 
2022-23 school year.

Approval for use by Virginia public schools 
will require passage by the Virginia High School 
League membership. The first opportunity for the 
entire VHSL state membership to consider the 
change is at October’s state meeting in Charlot-
tesville.

California, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 
York, North Dakota, Rhode Island, South Dakota, 
Washington and Georgia are the nine states cur-
rently using 30- or 35-second shot clocks despite 
no previous rules from the national organization 
allowing them. Those states provided guidance to 
the NFHS.

A shot clock was among the topics discussed 
by the NFHS basketball rules committee at its an-
nual April meeting. A recommendation to insti-
tute shot clocks was approved later by the NFHS 
Board of Directors. Rule 2-14 will state that each 
state association may adopt a shot clock to en-
courage standardization among states. 

Guidelines include displaying two timepieces, 
one at each end of the court, connected to a horn 
that is different from the standard game-clock horn. 

An alternative timing device, such as a stop-
watch at the scorer’s table, must be available in 
case of  a malfunction. The guidelines also allow 
for corrections to the shot clock only during the 
shot-clock period in which an error occurred. Of-
ficials must have sufficient information to deter-
mine whether a mistake or malfunction has oc-
curred.

The transition to a clock probably will be ap-
proved in Virginia, yet the process will not be 
smooth automatically, said two Fauquier County 
activities directors.

“I think it will pass,” Kettle Run’s Paul Frye 
said, adding there are several pros and cons.

“If I were still coaching, I would love it,” said 
Frye, who used to coach Liberty’s boys basket-
ball team. “But in this job it is hard enough to get 
someone to run the regular clock. Now, I’ll have 
to find somebody to run the shot clock. It’s going 
to be a pain just for the logistics.”
New technology requires training

The new clocks will require a separate operator 
who will require training on how to operate the 
system. The person also must learn when to reset 
the clock following a basket or turnover.

Fauquier AD Mark Ott was somewhat ambiva-
lent in his reaction to the proposed changes.

“My thought process was I would immediately 
be against it,” Ott said, primarily pointing to the 
cost and installation of the new equipment. “That’s 
just another added expense (for the high schools).”

Following some additional thought, Ott said 
he could see where some teams would benefit 
from a guarantee of an uptempo game, adding the 
change also will hurt teams desiring a more delib-
erate style.

“It would speed up having to shoot, but it won’t 
speed up the (length of a) game,” he forecasted. 
“It’s not that I’m completely against it. It’s going 
to take time to adjust to it.

Another reason some opponents in non-shot clock 
states already are using against a shot clock was cited 
in a recent article in The Billings (MT) Gazette.

Based on discussions and past surveys, Mark 
Beckman, executive of the state’s high school as-
sociation, said Montanans are split on whether or 
not to add shot clocks.

“You hear some that are for it and like to say that 
it would be the best for the game and make it more 
exciting,” Beckman told the newspaper. “You have 
others who are saying they like the traditional game.”

He also cited the same aforementioned concerns 
of cost and finding someone to fill the new slot. 
“They struggle to get scorers and timers as it is.”
Thoughts from local coaches

While administrators have to worry about the 
budget and manpower, a pair of Fauquier County 
coaches both support the move.

“The shot clock would be great for the game,” 
said Pat Frazer, Liberty’s head boys coach.

“The ending of the game would be improved.  
You wouldn’t always have to foul.” 

 He noted that because a team could not try 
to hold the ball for extended periods to protect a 
lead. “You would be able to rely on solid defense 
in order to get the ball back. The offense would 
have to rely on execution instead of just going to 
the free throw line.”

Bryan Foddrell, Fauquier girls head coach, 
sees multiple positive aspects of a shot clock in 
Virginia schools.

“A lot of the time, the players are standing 
around and the offenses are not moving,” he said 
of the girls game in particular. “That can’t happen 
with the shot clock.”

Foddrell also feels a clock for high school games 
will be beneficial for the growing number of ath-
letes who wish to continue the game in college.

Foddrell’s daughter Makayla, a Falcon senior, 
currently is involved with the recruiting process af-
ter playing the sport for years. The family has visit-
ed multiple schools and spoken with many coaches 
in its search for the best fit. He sees one constant 
factor in his conversations with those coaches.

VHSL could pass measure 
to speed up game in October

See SHOT CLOCK, page 23


