
By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Two Isle of Wight women who 
took the field together as T-ball 
toddlers are now Division I soft-
ball players.

M a d i s o n  R o u n t r e e  a n d  
MacKenzie Wooten were standout 
stars at Isle of Wight Academy. 
Now Rountree is part of Virginia 
Tech’s Hokies, and her lifelong 
friend Wooten is part of the Uni-
versity of Virginia Cavaliers.

That puts them in opposi-
tion on powerful teams at rival 
schools, a far cry from their T-ball 
teammate days.

Wooten, a 5 foot-8-inch pitch-
er for the Cavaliers, said their 
on-field rivalry is strong — but 
healthy and fun. 

“Whenever we come home for 
breaks, we work out or I’ll throw 
live to [Rountree] or we’ll run 
together. It’s really nice to have 
a fellow Division I softball player 
at home because we can push 
each other when we’re not at our 
schools.”

Rountree, a 5-foot-11-inch 
first baseman and infield player, 
agreed, saying their competitive-
ness is based on mutual respect.

“I never dreamt that we would 
go to rival schools, one of the 
biggest rivalries in the country 
— that’s crazy,” Rountree said. 
“But honestly, there’s no tension 
between me and her. There’s 
always been competitiveness — 
we’re both pretty competitive but 
it’s always been we’re pushing 
each other to get better.”

Over the holiday break, the 
duo trained together before head-
ing back to their respective cam-
puses in Blacksburg and Char-
lottesville. “She would pitch to 
me and I would hit off her and it 
just kind of helped both of us,” 
Rountree said. “So we kind of put 
the rivalry aside and just kind 
of focused on getting better as 
players.”

Both of them also happen to 
wear No. 19 on their respective 
teams — a coincidence, they said.

Jill Edwards, Isle of Wight 
Academy’s softball coach, had a 
key role in shaping the duo’s ath-
letic skills. She gave them some 
of their first pitching lessons and 
later went on to coach them from 
eighth grade through their grad-
uation from IWA in 2019.

“McKenize and Maddie are 
like two kids I have never coached 
before. One, they’re extremely 
talented. They’ve very special, 
they’re sweet, they’re humble. 
But I’ve never had two kids work 
as hard as they do. They stand 
out, obviously, but they’re always 
putting in the extra work.” Ed-
wards is a graduate of Powhatan 
High School. She also studied and 
played softball at Christopher 
Newport University.

Edwards said Wooten is a dom-
inant pitcher and “carries the role 
well. It takes a special person to 

handle all that pressure and want 
the ball in their hand every single 
pitch, and that’s her. Maddie I 
could put here anywhere. She’s 
played third, she’s caught, she 
was a great catcher, she played 
first base — she was phenomenal 
at first base. Anywhere I would’ve 
put her, I think she would have 
excelled.” 

The pandemic cut the Hok-
ies’ last softball season short. 
The experience, Rountree said, 
enhanced her perspective that 
in sports and life, it’s important 
to work hard and play hard “be-
cause you just never know what’s 
going to happen and you’ve just 
got to play like it’s going to be 
your last, because maybe it will 
be.”

Going into the upcoming sea-
son, Rountree said she prepared 
with the same intensity and focus. 
“There’s always been talk like, 
‘What if you guys don’t have a sea-
son again?’ but you can’t prepare 
like that. You have to prepare like 
you’re going to play every single 
game.”

Wooten said she and the team 
worked hard through the unprec-
edented offseason preparing for 
this year.

Last season, “we didn’t even 
play half our games,” Wooten 
said. With her season cut short 
due to COVID, “I don’t have 
that full year of experience like 
a normal second year would, so 
it’s kind of like I’m doing this for 

the first time again. We have a 
much older team this year, and 
I’m excited to see how those two 
things come together.”

The team plays out of con-
ference to start the season, then 
enters conference play. “There’s 
such a big difference between 
ACC games and out of confer-
ence,” she continued. “So I’m very 
excited to see very good competi-
tion in the ACC and hopefully go 
to ACC play in the tournament in 
that environment.”

Wooten, a Windsor native, is 
a kinesiology major and would 

like to also study physical thera-
py and work in sports medicine. 
Rountree, a Smithfield native, 
was studying sports media and 
analytics minoring in leadership 
and social change but plans to 
switch majors to public relations 
for the coming semester.

“We’re extremely proud of 
them here in our community and 
definitely at IWA. To have two 
kids go Division I at programs 
like that is just unheard of around 
here, and we’re just really thrilled 
for them,” Edwards said.
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 CAMPBELL’S CHAPEL AME CHURCH 
- A drive-through food pantry will 
take place from 1 to 5 p.m. 20279 
Brewers Neck Blvd., Carrollton.

ONGOING AND UPCOMING

8th ANNUAL RESTAURANT WEEK Jan. 
29th - Feb. 6 - Shops in Smithfield 
and Isle of Wight will participate. 
Featuring $10 or $15 Lunches & 
$20 or $30 Dinners. Prices include 
appetizer, entrée & dessert for 
dinners, and entree & dessert for 
lunches (beverage, taxes & tip not 
included). Customer Safety is our first 
priority! Watch our list of participating 
shops and restaurants and the safe 
dining options they will be offering 
during Restaurant Week, including 
take-out, delivery, curbside, etc. Visit 
your favorite restaurants - or try a new 
one - to take advantage of special 
Restaurant Week menus at a great 
price!  Pig Out and Feel Good About It!

 THE WOMAN’S CLUB OF SMITHFIELD 
- is selling Raffle Tickets for a Luxury 
Getaway at the Historic Cavalier 
Hotel in Virginia Beach. The tickets 
are $10.00 ea., the drawing date 
has been pushed back to April 15th 
and the winning $2,000.00 Gift 
Card will be good through March 
of 2022. Tickets are available 
from Club members or email: 
smithfieldwomansclub1@gmail.com 
or call Ann at 713-823- 4826. Tickets 
are limited.

APPLICATIONS FOR THE DELTA 
KAPPA GAMMA - Gamma Epsilon 
Daphne Vaughan Scholarship are due 
Friday, April 2. Graduating seniors 
who attend school or live in Isle 
of Wight or Surry counties and are 
pursuing a career in education are 
eligible to apply for this scholarship. 
Applications are available from the 
guidance offices of Isle of Wight 
Academy, Smithfield High School, 
Surry County High School and 
Windsor High School. For more 
information, contact Luann Scott at 
lscott@iwcs.k12.va.us or Julie Eng at 
jeng@iwcs.k12.va.us

FAMILY FIELD TRIPS - With so many 
families attending school virtually, 
a field trip is a great way to take 
a break, explore a new place and 
learn something along the way. 
The Isle of Wight County Museum 
has put together four one-day field 
trip itineraries with the themes of 
Agriculture, Art, History and Plants & 
Animals. There are also options listed 
for a two-day trip. For information, 
visit www.genuinesmithfieldva.com/
events/detail/410/family-field-trip---
plants-and-animals/24596.

CALENDARS - The Woman’s Club 
of Smithfield G.F.W.C. is selling its 
calendars and planners for 2021. 
Calendars and planners are $10 
each and can be purchased at 
The Arts Center, 319 Main St., 
at Blackwater Regional Library 
Smithfield, or by emailing the club at 
smithfieldwomansclub1@gmail.com.

FOOD DISTRIBUTION - Until further 
notice, Christian Outreach Program 
will be open for food pickup on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and diaper 
distribution on Mondays only from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The mission is located 
at 402 Grace St. in Smithfield. For 
further information, call 757-356-
9267.

ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY MUSEUM 
- Open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and noon to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday. Admission is $2 for ages 
18 and up. Interpreting local history, 
the museum’s exhibits include 
prehistoric fossils, Native American 
and Colonial artifacts, a country store 
and the museum’s most notable 
artifact — the world’s oldest, edible 
cured ham. The 1902 pork product 
exemplifies the patented Smithfield 
curing process.

ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY SCHOOLS 
-  Offers Adult Education classes 
throughout the school year. Students 
are eligible to attend classes if they 
are not enrolled in a high school 
program and they are at least 18 
years old. All classes are free. 
The program will offer Adult Basic 
Education (ABE), English Language 
Learner (ELL) and GED classes. 
Classes will be conducted at 
Smithfield High School from 3:30-6 
p.m. and/or virtually. Students will 
have opportunities to gain information 
on postsecondary careers, as well as 
gain employability skills and training.  
For more information, contact Tawana 
Ford at  tford@iwcs.k12.va.us or 
757-542-3481 or visit the IWCS 
Adult Education website at https://
www.iwcs.k12.va.us/apps/pages/
adult_education.

Together since T-ball, 
athletes now at Tech, UVA

Above, MacKenzie Wooten is 
a member of the University of 
Virginia’s softball team. At right, 
Madison Rountree plays softball 
for Virginia Tech. Both girls got 
their start here at home and 
were standouts at Isle of Wight 
Academy.

Lifelong friends MacKenzie Wooten, left, and Madison Rountree share a moment after their final game together on Isle of Wight Acade-
my’s softball team. Now they play on opposing teams — Wooten for the University of Virginia and Rountree for Virginia Tech. (Submitted 
Photos)
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Isle of Wight County has started its plan to develop services for persons age 55 and 
over. You can help develop this Plan by taking the survey using the code above or by 

going to www.iwus.net.

The survey will be open February 1-March 1, 2021.  Thank you for your feedback!

COMMUNITY SURVEY
for Study on Aging

Isle of Wight County has started its plan to develop services for 
persons age 55 and over. You can help develop this Plan by taking the 

survey using the code above or by going to www.iwus.net.

The survey will be open February 1-March 1, 2021. 
Thank you for your feedback!

Living Life to its Fullest at
Lake Prince Woods
Assisted Living  •  Memory Care
Long Term Nursing Care 
Short Term Rehab 

757-923-5700
100 Anna Goode Way
Suffolk, VA 23434

www.lakeprincewoods.org

757-923-5529

Living Life to its Fullest at
Lake Prince Woods
Assisted Living  •  Memory Care
Long Term Nursing Care 
Short Term Rehab 

757-923-5700
100 Anna Goode Way
Suffolk, VA 23434

www.lakeprincewoods.org

but sprained his ankle and 
he had to sit out the rest of 
the season. He also recalled 
playing football but having 
his mother pull him off 
the team when his grades 
were bad.

“The coaches told me I 
would have been a pretty 
good athlete,” he said.

Claudia lived in the 
country and rode the bus. 
“And the bus experience 
was really a good expe-
rience because you met 
all your friends and the 
bus family became like a 
family.”

Claudia also recalled 
that school desegregation 
was starting to directly af-
fect students in 1968. “Some 
of my classmates, we were 
in our last year as seniors 
and some of my classmates 
elected to go over [to the 
former all-white school]. It 
was a voluntary thing.”

It was with that back-
drop that they first met at a 
Westside High talent show 
one evening.

“I was sitting in the au-
dience, and she was seated 
behind me with her sis-
ter and their friends and 
I looked around and saw 
her,” James said. “I thought 
‘She’s a nice looking girl.’ 
So we started talking. I got 
a little bold and started 
talking.”

The bold young man 
impressed Claudia.

“He was right chatty 
that first day we met at 
the talent show,” she said. 
“And I was like a shy per-
son. I would talk one on 
one with somebody but I 
just never could talk out in 
the open. But I just liked the 
way he was talking and we 
were going back and forth.”

But James’ confidence 
seemed to fade the next day.

“I saw him at school and 
I asked one of my other 
friends [about him] and 
one of my other friends 
said ‘You know he’s got a 
girlfriend?’ I said ‘Really?’ 
And the sad part about the 
whole thing the next day 
he acted like he didn’t even 
know me at school.”

“I lost my confidence,” 
James admitted. But things 
didn’t stay frosty for long. 
Soon after, James was at 
an evening basketball prac-
tice when the coach told 

the team to jog around the 
building three times.

“The last time around, 
I saw her come out of the 
building,” James said. “The 
only girl that came out that 
door that evening. And I 
ran by her and I stopped. 
And I said ‘Are you going 
home’ or something like 
that. And we started talking 
again. I walked up to her 
and asked ‘Can I get a kiss?’ 
From there, that’s where it 
went.”

Not everyone makes it to 
such a marriage milestone. 
Claudia credits their faith 
as a contributing factor.

“It was the grace of 
God,” she said. And she 
added, it’s a lot of other 
things too. “It’s the choices 
that we make in life.” Over 
the last 50 years, every mo-
ment “was not pretty. We 
went through the good, the 
bad and the ugly and we’ve 
still got the best yet to come. 
We have been through some 
stuff and we’re still here.” 

James emphasized em-
pathy and respect as es-
sential elements of staying 
together. “I remember an 
old man telling me ‘Why 
hurt someone you love?’ 
You’ve got to have some 

compassion toward them.”
Her advice for other cou-

ples? Be mindful of your 
choices and the conse-
quences of your decisions. 
But also, when hard times 
come, “stick it out. It’s not 
always going to be that way. 
Things are apt to change.”

A change of pace and 
place came early in their 
relationship. Back in the 
late 1960s, many people 
left Smithfield for work if 
they couldn’t get or didn’t 
want a job at the company 
known today as Smithfield 
Foods or one of the region’s 
many shipyards. A job in 
Washington caught her eye.

Claudia and her sister 
“saw this ad in the paper — 
it had to be The Smithfield 
Times because that was the 
only paper we knew at the 
time — and the ad said the 
FBI was looking to hire peo-
ple,” she said. “We thought 
this was the biggest joke.” 
They applied anyway.

A month later, an FBI 
agent came to Smithfield 
to interview their family, 
friends and neighbors. And 
a short time later, they re-
ceived official paperwork 
that they were hired and 
should report to Washing-

ton on April 28, 1969 to start 
their new jobs.

“We didn’t take it seri-
ously but they did,” Claudia 
said. “So that’s how my 
sister and I got started.” 
They went to the former 
bus station at the corner of 
Main and Church streets 
and left on a Trailways bus.

They married on Feb. 
27, 1971, in the District of 
Columbia. After a lifetime 
of small town living, D.C. 
was a big change. “But it 
only took a good month 
for us to get settled in and 
after that, we never looked 
back.” Their son, Rodney 
Tynes, was born in 1973.

Claudia left the FBI for 
a job with the General Ser-
vices Administration and 
eventually became a man-
agement analyst before 
retiring in 1994. James got 
a job with Safeway, then 
joined Continental Baking 
Co., best known as the mak-
er of Wonder Bread.

They lived in Washing-
ton, and later the city’s 
Maryland suburbs, for 
nearly 50 years before re-
tiring.

The baking company 
went bankrupt. But even 
that turned out to have a 
silver lining. “Come to find 
out my retirement, pen-
sions and all that was way 
more than I was making 
than when I was getting a 
paycheck,” he said.

After decades in D.C., 
they wanted to return to 
Hampton Roads. Initially 
they looked at homes in 
Williamsburg but sensed 
a higher calling to return 
to their home, Smithfield, 
in 2016.

“Williamsburg was our 
choice. God’s choice was to 
come back home,” Claudia 
said. Both of their moms are 
still here — James’ mom is 
90 and Claudia’s is 92.

On Feb. 27, James and 
Claudia will celebrate their 
jubilee anniversary with 
a renewal of vows at the 
pavilion on Main Street 
in front of The Smithfield 
Times office. They’ll tour 
several sites in historic 
downtown and conclude 
the celebration with a visit 
to the Westside school cam-
pus where their love story 
began a half-century ago.

• Continued from p. 1

Love

his third year at Smithfield.
Matthew Moore, Smith-

field’s athletic director, 
echoed that sentiment.

“This amazing accom-
plishment couldn’t hap-
pen to a more deserving 
coaching staff or group 
of student-athletes,” said 
Moore. “To overcome the 
late start of the season, the 
limitations placed on our 
practices due to the need 
to implement safety miti-
gation strategies, and the 
stress of living through a 
pandemic, which has been 
a time of loss for many 
in our community,  just 
goes to prove how resilient 
our student-athletes are. 
To win our first athletic 
team championship in our 
school’s 115-year history 
considering all of these 
obstacles is nothing short 
of impressive.”

Porter said running a 
successful program through 
a pandemic is a challenge 
that everyone met head on.

“Just trying to keep my-
self, my staff, my family as 
well as the kids and their 
families, it was a bit stress-
ful at times dealing with 
that,” he said. “But once 
we were able to talk to our 
parents and our kids and get 
everybody on the same page 
it really kind of ran itself 
at that point. We had our 
mitigation strategy that our 
administration put forth, 
which was a great plan and 
everyone followed it to a 
T and we didn’t have any 
issues along the way.”

Smithfield’s basketball 
team includes eight seniors. 
Porter said they plan to 
continue as college student 
athletes.

“The student athletes, 
coaches, and parents should 
be commended for their ded-
ication during this difficult 
time,” said Smithfield High 
Principal Bryan Thrift. 
“We are thankful [Superin-
tendent Dr. Jim] Thornton 
allowed our students the 
opportunity to participate 
in VHSL athletics. This out-
let is essential for students 
during the pandemic.”  

“I cannot overstate how 
proud I am of all of our win-
ter sport athletes,” Thrift 
continued. “To bring home 
the state championship is a 
major accomplishment for 
the school and the commu-
nity.  Watching the bus pull 
into Smithfield High School 
escorted by Isle of Wight 
County Sheriff’s office, led 
by Sheriff James Clarke, 
was an emotional experi-
ence. The basketball team 
was greeted by 100-plus 
fans at the school, honking 
horns and cheering as the 
boys got off the bus.  This 
was the welcome home you 
would expect from such a 
great community.”

Porter said he’s in con-
versation with school lead-
ers to possibly organize 
some socially distanced cel-
ebrations to honor the team. 
He said the community can 
stay tuned to social media 
for details as those plans 
come together.

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

The Packers wrestling 
team recently achieved a 
first. 

Smithfield’s wrestling 
team recently won a region-
al championship title for 
the first time in program 
history. The team had pur-
sued a regional title for 
nearly 25 years but came 
up short as the runner up 
in the 2015, 2016 and 2020 
seasons.

“Our wrestling team has 
also overcome many obsta-
cles throughout the season 
to finish a strong fifth place 
in Class 4, including hav-
ing seven VHSL All-State 
medalists,” said Matthew 
Moore, Smithfield’s athletic 
director. 

Smithfield wrestling 
brought home a Top 5 team 
finish in this season’s 4A 
State Wrestling Champion-
ships held at the Virginia 
Beach Sports Center on 
Feb 20. 

The team qualified five 
wrestlers to the consolation 

finals. Evan Chrisstofer 
(106) won by a 3-0 decision 
over Waylon Rogers (Or-
ange County). Nik Voros 
(120) 3-1 won by third period 
fall over Devin Burrows 
(Spotsylvania). Hunter Ray 
(126) lost a 6-12 decision 
to Gabe Nesmith (King 
George). Cameron Hatch-
ett (145) 3-1 won by third 
period injury default over 
Kyman Kinney (Salem). 
Brady Stalls (160) lost by a 
second period fall to Eric 
Dewald (Fauquier).

In the fifth and sixth 
place medal round, Roberto 
Hines (132) lost by a 0-5 de-
cision to Tharun Svetanant 
(Blacksburg) and Khali 
Harden (152) lost by a first 
period fall to Kylee Martin 
(Amherst County).

The wrestling team is 
under the leadership of 
second year head coach 
Tony Leonard and volun-
teer coach John Swartz.

Smithfield High Princi-
pal Bryan Thrift said the 
school overall had “a very 
successful winter season.” 
He also noted that 10 stu-

dent athletes were able to 
cheer from the sidelines for 
home events.

“Our track program 
looks to finish the season 
strong at the VHSL Indoor 
State Track Championship 
over the weekend at Lib-
erty University, where 15 

SHS student-athletes will 
compete for a state title,” 
Moore said. “The town has 
thoroughly supported our 
student-athletes through-
out this pandemic, and we 
can’t express enough of how 
appreciative we are to the 
Smithfield community.”

• Continued from p. 1

Championship

SHS wrestling succeeds

Top 5 Team Scores:
1. Liberty (Bealeton) — 113.0
2. Eastern View — 92.0
3. Loudoun County — 90.0
4. Amherst County — 81.0
5. Smithfield — 80.0
 

Packer Wrestlers Who Competed at 4A States
106 – Evan Chrisstofer (11), 3rd Place
120 – Nik Voros (11), 3rd Place
126 – Hunter Ray (10), 4th Place
132 – Roberto Hines (10), 6th Place
138 – Ben Ray (10), Did Not Place
145 – Cameron Hatchett (12), 3rd Place
152 – Khali Harden (12), 6th Place
160 – Brady Stalls (12), 4th Place
170 – Riley Fesser (9), Did Not Place
182 – Austin Ray (9), Did Not Place       
195 – James Sessoms (10), Did Not Place
220 – Joe Sessoms (12), Did Not Place
285 – Justin Goodin (10), Did Not Place

James and Claudia Newby-Tynes met in Smithfield, 
married in Washington, D.C. in, 1971,  and returned 
to the Smithfield area several years ago. This month, 
they’ll celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary 
by visiting the former Westside High School, now 
Westside Elementary where they first met as students.

Members of the Smithfield High Packers wrestling team recently competed at the state tournament. Fresh 
off of its first Regional wrestling title, Smithfield’s wrestling team earned a Top 5 team finish in this season’s 
4A State Wrestling Championships held at the Virginia Beach Sports Center. (submitted photo)

Championship team roster
Troy Giles, sophomore 
Tristan Baker, senior
Corey Moye, senior
Rashad Tucker, senior
Kelby Saunders, senior
Markese Custis, sophomore
Jabarie Thomas, senior
Sekou Frye, sophomore
Josh Condit, senior
Kevin Parker, sophomore
Ryan Bond, senior
Ché Mullins, senior

Team captains: Rashad Tucker, Kelby Saunders
Head coach: Theotis Porter
Assistant coaches: Keith Goode, Frank Baylor, Tony McGee, 
Sherlon Savage, Taurus Riddick

Season record versus:
Franklin 55-31
Gloucester 72-54
Franklin 67-46
Gloucester 67-52
Poquoson 43-19
Tabb 63-37
Grafton 63-45
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SECOND FRONT
Windsor native Warren M. 
Thompson comes from a long 
line of successful Black en-
trepreneurs. Read about his 
journey and his latest venture 
inside.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“A lot was going through my head in that moment. It 
was a surreal moment, and it just kind of put things 
in perspective. It was a very fulfi lling and great feel-
ing to see that clock go off.”
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— Smithfi eld High School boys basketball Coach 
Theotis Porter

on winning the state championship
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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Smithfield timeS
the

— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5

206 B Gumwood Drive, Smithfield • maicoaudio.com • 757-365-9933
Your Hometown Hearing Center

Don’t Let Hearing Loss Break Your Heart

most health plans

Caring for your hearing- It’s what we love!

Dr. Mavis W. Garrett, 
Owner

 Dr. Krystin Farrell

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 
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Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

For the first time in the 
school’s 115-year history, 
Smithfield High’s boys basket-
ball team are state champions.

The 61-54 victory over John 
Handley High School at Win-
chester on Feb. 20 is a tri-
umph in a year that’s seen stu-
dent-athletes, coaches and par-
ents work through sustained 
challenges and changes due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

Their sacrifice and per-
sistence paid off. Coach The-
otis Porter knew he and the 
team were about to make his-
tory as the game ran down to 
the final minute, giving the 

team the Class 4 Virginia High 
School League title.

“A lot was going through 
my head in that moment,” said 
Porter, who was an assistant 
coach at King’s Fork in Suffolk 
when it won the state champi-
onship in 2009. “The pressure 
was different, the feeling was 
a little different and knowing 
the journey that myself and 
the staff have been through 
with these kids,” he said. “It 
was a surreal moment, and it 
just kind of put things in per-
spective.”

“It was a very fulfilling and 
great feeling to see that clock 
go off,” added Porter, who is in 

Staff report

The Smithfield Times has 
extended the deadline for entries 
in its Black History Month essay 
contest, open to high school stu-

dents in Isle of Wight and Surry.
Public, private and homes-

chooled students in grades 9-12 
are invited to submit essays on the 

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Casey Dakota Cagle’s Dec. 5 
murder in Carrsville was a drug 
deal turned robbery attempt that 
went bad, according to the Isle of 
Wight Sheriff’s Office.

Investigators charged 20-year-
old Jaylin La’Shun Freeman and 
19-year-old Shamon Reid-Wilker-
son with second degree murder in 
connection with Cagle’s killing. 
Freeman is also charged with rob-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Gimme Shelter, a nonprofit 
thrift store on Main Street whose 
proceeds benefit Isle of Wight 
County’s animal shelter and hu-
mane society, will close its doors 
this spring after nearly 11 years 
according to the building’s land-
lord, Thomas Askew.

According to Gimme Shelter’s 
Facebook page, the closure is due 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight’s Board of Super-
visors voted unanimously Feb. 
18 to relocate the Confederate 

monument that’s stood outside 
the county’s government complex 
for the past 115 years.

Where its new home will be 
and when it will move are still 
to be determined. Per state law, 

localities that opt to remove such 
monuments must offer them for 
a period of no less than 30 days 
to battlefields, museums and the 
like.

The decision comes five 

months after a Sept. 3, 2020 pub-
lic hearing on the matter, which 
drew a nearly even split of speak-
ers for and against removal, and 
on the heels of a Feb. 9 vote by 
Windsor’s Town Council reject-

ing a proposal to move it to the 
town’s cemetery.

Changes to state law, which 
took effect July 1 last year, now 

By Cal Bryant
Roanoke-Chowan News-Herald

A Murfreesboro, North Car-
olina, man entered guilty pleas 
Wednesday on several charges 
stemming from a 2019 abduction 
and robbery case and was sen-
tenced to 13 years in prison.

Deon Marcel Gatling, 31, stood 
charged with abduction, robbery, 
possession of a firearm by a con-
victed felon, credit card theft and 
fraud, and use of a firearm in com-
mission of a felony. Those crimes 
were committed on June 30, 2019, 
in the Carrsville area of Isle of 
Wight County, where an elderly 
man was abducted and robbed at 
gunpoint.

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Westside Elementary 
School is a love landmark for 
James P. Tynes and Claudia 
Newby-Tynes.

It’s where the Isle of Wight 
natives met and shared their 
first kiss. They’ll be back 
this month to commemorate 
the school’s connection to 
their love story for their 50th 
wedding anniversary during 
a small, socially distanced 
celebration Feb. 27.

Back in the late 1960s, the 

building was known as West-
side High. Like many other 
schools, it was segregated. 
The Black kids went there, 
and the white kids went else-
where. In spite of that, it was 
still a place of laughter, athlet-
ic achievement and scholastic 
success.

“I remember going to class-
es. When I got to eighth grade, 
I probably went to about six 
classes a day. I walked home,” 
said James. He was also an 
athlete. He played basketball 

Supervisors vote to move monument

Packers win state championship

Gimme 
Shelter 
to close

Murfreesboro 
man sentenced 
in 2019 crime

Times extends essay 
contest deadline

Police: Bad drug deal 
led to IW homicide Smithfield couple 

celebrates love landmark
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Members of the Smithfield High Packers boys basketball 
team ceremonially cut down the net at John Handley High 
School in Winchester after winning the state championship. 
(submitted photo) 

Members of the Smithfield High Packers boys basketball team celebrate after winning the state championship over John 
Handley High School in Winchester. The Packers won 61-54. (submitted photo)

James P. Tynes and Claudia 
Newby-Tynes
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but sprained his ankle and 
he had to sit out the rest of 
the season. He also recalled 
playing football but having 
his mother pull him off 
the team when his grades 
were bad.

“The coaches told me I 
would have been a pretty 
good athlete,” he said.

Claudia lived in the 
country and rode the bus. 
“And the bus experience 
was really a good expe-
rience because you met 
all your friends and the 
bus family became like a 
family.”

Claudia also recalled 
that school desegregation 
was starting to directly af-
fect students in 1968. “Some 
of my classmates, we were 
in our last year as seniors 
and some of my classmates 
elected to go over [to the 
former all-white school]. It 
was a voluntary thing.”

It was with that back-
drop that they first met at a 
Westside High talent show 
one evening.

“I was sitting in the au-
dience, and she was seated 
behind me with her sis-
ter and their friends and 
I looked around and saw 
her,” James said. “I thought 
‘She’s a nice looking girl.’ 
So we started talking. I got 
a little bold and started 
talking.”

The bold young man 
impressed Claudia.

“He was right chatty 
that first day we met at 
the talent show,” she said. 
“And I was like a shy per-
son. I would talk one on 
one with somebody but I 
just never could talk out in 
the open. But I just liked the 
way he was talking and we 
were going back and forth.”

But James’ confidence 
seemed to fade the next day.

“I saw him at school and 
I asked one of my other 
friends [about him] and 
one of my other friends 
said ‘You know he’s got a 
girlfriend?’ I said ‘Really?’ 
And the sad part about the 
whole thing the next day 
he acted like he didn’t even 
know me at school.”

“I lost my confidence,” 
James admitted. But things 
didn’t stay frosty for long. 
Soon after, James was at 
an evening basketball prac-
tice when the coach told 

the team to jog around the 
building three times.

“The last time around, 
I saw her come out of the 
building,” James said. “The 
only girl that came out that 
door that evening. And I 
ran by her and I stopped. 
And I said ‘Are you going 
home’ or something like 
that. And we started talking 
again. I walked up to her 
and asked ‘Can I get a kiss?’ 
From there, that’s where it 
went.”

Not everyone makes it to 
such a marriage milestone. 
Claudia credits their faith 
as a contributing factor.

“It was the grace of 
God,” she said. And she 
added, it’s a lot of other 
things too. “It’s the choices 
that we make in life.” Over 
the last 50 years, every mo-
ment “was not pretty. We 
went through the good, the 
bad and the ugly and we’ve 
still got the best yet to come. 
We have been through some 
stuff and we’re still here.” 

James emphasized em-
pathy and respect as es-
sential elements of staying 
together. “I remember an 
old man telling me ‘Why 
hurt someone you love?’ 
You’ve got to have some 

compassion toward them.”
Her advice for other cou-

ples? Be mindful of your 
choices and the conse-
quences of your decisions. 
But also, when hard times 
come, “stick it out. It’s not 
always going to be that way. 
Things are apt to change.”

A change of pace and 
place came early in their 
relationship. Back in the 
late 1960s, many people 
left Smithfield for work if 
they couldn’t get or didn’t 
want a job at the company 
known today as Smithfield 
Foods or one of the region’s 
many shipyards. A job in 
Washington caught her eye.

Claudia and her sister 
“saw this ad in the paper — 
it had to be The Smithfield 
Times because that was the 
only paper we knew at the 
time — and the ad said the 
FBI was looking to hire peo-
ple,” she said. “We thought 
this was the biggest joke.” 
They applied anyway.

A month later, an FBI 
agent came to Smithfield 
to interview their family, 
friends and neighbors. And 
a short time later, they re-
ceived official paperwork 
that they were hired and 
should report to Washing-

ton on April 28, 1969 to start 
their new jobs.

“We didn’t take it seri-
ously but they did,” Claudia 
said. “So that’s how my 
sister and I got started.” 
They went to the former 
bus station at the corner of 
Main and Church streets 
and left on a Trailways bus.

They married on Feb. 
27, 1971, in the District of 
Columbia. After a lifetime 
of small town living, D.C. 
was a big change. “But it 
only took a good month 
for us to get settled in and 
after that, we never looked 
back.” Their son, Rodney 
Tynes, was born in 1973.

Claudia left the FBI for 
a job with the General Ser-
vices Administration and 
eventually became a man-
agement analyst before 
retiring in 1994. James got 
a job with Safeway, then 
joined Continental Baking 
Co., best known as the mak-
er of Wonder Bread.

They lived in Washing-
ton, and later the city’s 
Maryland suburbs, for 
nearly 50 years before re-
tiring.

The baking company 
went bankrupt. But even 
that turned out to have a 
silver lining. “Come to find 
out my retirement, pen-
sions and all that was way 
more than I was making 
than when I was getting a 
paycheck,” he said.

After decades in D.C., 
they wanted to return to 
Hampton Roads. Initially 
they looked at homes in 
Williamsburg but sensed 
a higher calling to return 
to their home, Smithfield, 
in 2016.

“Williamsburg was our 
choice. God’s choice was to 
come back home,” Claudia 
said. Both of their moms are 
still here — James’ mom is 
90 and Claudia’s is 92.

On Feb. 27, James and 
Claudia will celebrate their 
jubilee anniversary with 
a renewal of vows at the 
pavilion on Main Street 
in front of The Smithfield 
Times office. They’ll tour 
several sites in historic 
downtown and conclude 
the celebration with a visit 
to the Westside school cam-
pus where their love story 
began a half-century ago.

• Continued from p. 1
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his third year at Smithfield.
Matthew Moore, Smith-

field’s athletic director, 
echoed that sentiment.

“This amazing accom-
plishment couldn’t hap-
pen to a more deserving 
coaching staff or group 
of student-athletes,” said 
Moore. “To overcome the 
late start of the season, the 
limitations placed on our 
practices due to the need 
to implement safety miti-
gation strategies, and the 
stress of living through a 
pandemic, which has been 
a time of loss for many 
in our community,  just 
goes to prove how resilient 
our student-athletes are. 
To win our first athletic 
team championship in our 
school’s 115-year history 
considering all of these 
obstacles is nothing short 
of impressive.”

Porter said running a 
successful program through 
a pandemic is a challenge 
that everyone met head on.

“Just trying to keep my-
self, my staff, my family as 
well as the kids and their 
families, it was a bit stress-
ful at times dealing with 
that,” he said. “But once 
we were able to talk to our 
parents and our kids and get 
everybody on the same page 
it really kind of ran itself 
at that point. We had our 
mitigation strategy that our 
administration put forth, 
which was a great plan and 
everyone followed it to a 
T and we didn’t have any 
issues along the way.”

Smithfield’s basketball 
team includes eight seniors. 
Porter said they plan to 
continue as college student 
athletes.

“The student athletes, 
coaches, and parents should 
be commended for their ded-
ication during this difficult 
time,” said Smithfield High 
Principal Bryan Thrift. 
“We are thankful [Superin-
tendent Dr. Jim] Thornton 
allowed our students the 
opportunity to participate 
in VHSL athletics. This out-
let is essential for students 
during the pandemic.”  

“I cannot overstate how 
proud I am of all of our win-
ter sport athletes,” Thrift 
continued. “To bring home 
the state championship is a 
major accomplishment for 
the school and the commu-
nity.  Watching the bus pull 
into Smithfield High School 
escorted by Isle of Wight 
County Sheriff’s office, led 
by Sheriff James Clarke, 
was an emotional experi-
ence. The basketball team 
was greeted by 100-plus 
fans at the school, honking 
horns and cheering as the 
boys got off the bus.  This 
was the welcome home you 
would expect from such a 
great community.”

Porter said he’s in con-
versation with school lead-
ers to possibly organize 
some socially distanced cel-
ebrations to honor the team. 
He said the community can 
stay tuned to social media 
for details as those plans 
come together.

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

The Packers wrestling 
team recently achieved a 
first. 

Smithfield’s wrestling 
team recently won a region-
al championship title for 
the first time in program 
history. The team had pur-
sued a regional title for 
nearly 25 years but came 
up short as the runner up 
in the 2015, 2016 and 2020 
seasons.

“Our wrestling team has 
also overcome many obsta-
cles throughout the season 
to finish a strong fifth place 
in Class 4, including hav-
ing seven VHSL All-State 
medalists,” said Matthew 
Moore, Smithfield’s athletic 
director. 

Smithfield wrestling 
brought home a Top 5 team 
finish in this season’s 4A 
State Wrestling Champion-
ships held at the Virginia 
Beach Sports Center on 
Feb 20. 

The team qualified five 
wrestlers to the consolation 

finals. Evan Chrisstofer 
(106) won by a 3-0 decision 
over Waylon Rogers (Or-
ange County). Nik Voros 
(120) 3-1 won by third period 
fall over Devin Burrows 
(Spotsylvania). Hunter Ray 
(126) lost a 6-12 decision 
to Gabe Nesmith (King 
George). Cameron Hatch-
ett (145) 3-1 won by third 
period injury default over 
Kyman Kinney (Salem). 
Brady Stalls (160) lost by a 
second period fall to Eric 
Dewald (Fauquier).

In the fifth and sixth 
place medal round, Roberto 
Hines (132) lost by a 0-5 de-
cision to Tharun Svetanant 
(Blacksburg) and Khali 
Harden (152) lost by a first 
period fall to Kylee Martin 
(Amherst County).

The wrestling team is 
under the leadership of 
second year head coach 
Tony Leonard and volun-
teer coach John Swartz.

Smithfield High Princi-
pal Bryan Thrift said the 
school overall had “a very 
successful winter season.” 
He also noted that 10 stu-

dent athletes were able to 
cheer from the sidelines for 
home events.

“Our track program 
looks to finish the season 
strong at the VHSL Indoor 
State Track Championship 
over the weekend at Lib-
erty University, where 15 

SHS student-athletes will 
compete for a state title,” 
Moore said. “The town has 
thoroughly supported our 
student-athletes through-
out this pandemic, and we 
can’t express enough of how 
appreciative we are to the 
Smithfield community.”

• Continued from p. 1
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SHS wrestling succeeds

Top 5 Team Scores:
1. Liberty (Bealeton) — 113.0
2. Eastern View — 92.0
3. Loudoun County — 90.0
4. Amherst County — 81.0
5. Smithfield — 80.0
 

Packer Wrestlers Who Competed at 4A States
106 – Evan Chrisstofer (11), 3rd Place
120 – Nik Voros (11), 3rd Place
126 – Hunter Ray (10), 4th Place
132 – Roberto Hines (10), 6th Place
138 – Ben Ray (10), Did Not Place
145 – Cameron Hatchett (12), 3rd Place
152 – Khali Harden (12), 6th Place
160 – Brady Stalls (12), 4th Place
170 – Riley Fesser (9), Did Not Place
182 – Austin Ray (9), Did Not Place       
195 – James Sessoms (10), Did Not Place
220 – Joe Sessoms (12), Did Not Place
285 – Justin Goodin (10), Did Not Place

James and Claudia Newby-Tynes met in Smithfield, 
married in Washington, D.C. in, 1971,  and returned 
to the Smithfield area several years ago. This month, 
they’ll celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary 
by visiting the former Westside High School, now 
Westside Elementary where they first met as students.

Members of the Smithfield High Packers wrestling team recently competed at the state tournament. Fresh 
off of its first Regional wrestling title, Smithfield’s wrestling team earned a Top 5 team finish in this season’s 
4A State Wrestling Championships held at the Virginia Beach Sports Center. (submitted photo)

Championship team roster
Troy Giles, sophomore 
Tristan Baker, senior
Corey Moye, senior
Rashad Tucker, senior
Kelby Saunders, senior
Markese Custis, sophomore
Jabarie Thomas, senior
Sekou Frye, sophomore
Josh Condit, senior
Kevin Parker, sophomore
Ryan Bond, senior
Ché Mullins, senior

Team captains: Rashad Tucker, Kelby Saunders
Head coach: Theotis Porter
Assistant coaches: Keith Goode, Frank Baylor, Tony McGee, 
Sherlon Savage, Taurus Riddick

Season record versus:
Franklin 55-31
Gloucester 72-54
Franklin 67-46
Gloucester 67-52
Poquoson 43-19
Tabb 63-37
Grafton 63-45
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