
BY TERRY BEIGIE
Record Editor

The William Monroe High School 
boys soccer team got a hard-earned win 
last Friday night over Brentsville District 
High School, 2-0. 

The Dragons earned their fifth win in 
a row over the Tigers to remain unde-
feated in the Northwestern District. 
They also defeated Warren County 2-0 
on Tuesday, May 18, at home.

Monroe kept the pressure on 
Brentsville throughout the whole game, 
but especially during the first half when 
the Dragons outshot the Tigers 6 to 1. 
At the 19th minute, sophomore Jaime 
Velaso-Rodas got the ball past the goalie 
on a pass sent to him by junior Kevin 
Valladares.

“I feel like we played well in the 
first half,” said junior Josh Binggeli. “We 
passed around well and we didn’t run 
ourselves crazy. In the second half, I 
think we didn’t pass as much. We didn’t 
finish our shots well. They held most 
of the possession, so we had to play 
defense more.”

Both teams seemed to have issues 
getting the ball off their feet during the 
second half, even though the Dragons 
outshot the Tigers in the second half 
9 to 1. Mid-second half, junior Corbin 
Powers scored with an assist by junior 
Tyler Strickland.

“We played pretty well,” said Dragon 
goalie Jack Anderson. “We were a little 
sloppy for most of the game, but they 
really defended. We could have had bet-
ter touches. I think we could have shot 
a couple a little earlier and there were a 
couple breakaways where we didn’t take 
our shots.”

Head coach Von Ward agreed.
“We outshot them, but what happens 

is the players want to get such a perfect 
shot,” Ward said. “They try to set it up 
so well and you don’t have time in high 
school soccer because the other play-
ers are so fast. At the end of the game 
we talked about taking the shot sooner 
because it might not be there. What’s the 
worst thing that can happen, it goes in?”

Ward noted at the beginning of the 
season that his team is made up of some 
young players, but said he’s quite happy 
with how the Dragons are playing in 
district games.

“I’m happy because our play is going 
well, but the two teams that we always 
look out for are George Mason and 
Manassas Park and next week we have 
both,” Ward said. “That will really tell us 
where we are.”

At press time, the Dragons are 5-0 in 
the Northwestern District. The team was 
scheduled to play Manassas Park on the 
road on Tuesday and George Mason at 
home on Thursday, May 27, both after 
press time.

BY KATHLEEN BORRELLI
Staff Writer

Tuesday, May 18, was a great 
day to be a Dragon. William 
Monroe High School boys soc-
cer, varsity baseball and varsity 
softball each won their home 
games against the Warren 
County Wildcats, and varsity 
girls soccer and JV baseball and 
softball also beat the Wildcats 
on their home turf in the same 
evening.

In soccer, the boys JV team 
went 4-1 and the varsity boys 
went 2-0 versus the Wildcats 
on the home pitch. The girls 
varsity team came in 4-0 at the 
away game with seniors Sydney 
Dombrovskis and Mackenzie 
Sprouse, junior Alex Sharff and 
freshman Elli Pursel scoring. 
Varsity baseball shut down 
Warren, 11-1, while the JV boys 
scored 17-1 at Warren. The 
Lady Dragons softball team 
simultaneously went 11-2 on 
the adjacent field while the JV 
ladies came in 13-0 at Warren.

Tuesday was a beautiful 
evening for a baseball game, 
with clear skies, warm weath-
er and virtually no wind. The 
Dragons got off to a bit of a 
slow start as senior Hayden 
Gibson threw freshman Palmer 
Dellinger out and first base-
man Jared Shifflett tagged Will 
Waller out at first in the top of 
the first inning. Waller took the 
mound in the bottom of the 

inning, where he walked senior 
Chase Mallory to first before 
senior Hunter Powell got a hit, 
advancing to first after Mallory 
stole second.

“We got all the kids in today, 
and I think it was good to have 
everybody in there and having 
more chemistry with the team 
than just playing with ‘regu-
lars’ all the time,” said Dragons 
head coach Mike Maynard after 
the game.

Senior Blake Shifflett took 
the plate in the bottom of the 
first, sending a hit to center 
field. An error on the third 
baseman allowed Mallory and 
Powell to make it home, earn-
ing the Dragons the first two 
runs of the night.

In the top of the second, 
the Wildcats loaded up the 
bases but a hit by sophomore 
Matthew Lynch Jr. to left field 
was caught before any run-
ners could make it home. 
In the bottom of the inning, 
Dragon junior Kaleb Doshier 
walked to first, stole second on 
Jared Shifflett’s second strike 
and advanced to third when 
sophomore Waylon Cheek took 
first. Mallory’s hit took him 
to first and brought Doshier 
home for the third point of the 
night, bringing the score 3-0, 
Dragons.

Gibson struck out two and 
walked one in the top of the 
third, but the Wildcats only got 
one good hit to center field 

(freshman Ryan Curl) before 
sophomore Landon Pond’s hit 
was caught to end the half. 
In the bottom of the inning, 
Dragon freshman Jamal Neal 
walked to first and senior 
Blake Shifflett bunted to run 
to first before another error 
on the third baseman allowed 
Shifflett to steal second while 
Neal made it all the way home, 
bringing the score to 4-0, 
Dragons. When Doshier came 

up to bat, he bunted to run to 
first, clearing the way for Blake 
Shifflett to earn the Dragons 
their fifth run of the night.

Jared Shifflett came up to bat, 
and a low ball gave Doshier just 
enough time to steal second. 
On the second pitch, Shifflett 
hit a fly ball just inside the foul 
line, deep into right field for a 
double, and Doshier rounded 
home for the sixth run of the 
night for the Dragons. Senior 

Max Kinsey would attempt to 
copy the great hit, but Landon 
Pond dove into the gravel on 
the warning track to catch the 
hit and end the inning.

“We were hitting the balls 
real good and we were making 
the plays in the field when they 
were hit to us,” Jared Shifflett 
said after the game. “We’re 
going to have a hard practice 
tomorrow and get out early and 

See BASEBALL, Page B5
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A good day to be a Dragon!
Seven William Monroe High teams win against Warren County Wildcats

Dragons 
breathe 
fire, but 
fall in 7th

Boys soccer brings in big 
win over Brentsville High

BY KATHLEEN BORRELLI
Staff Writer

The William Monroe 
High School varsity soft-
ball team took a beat-
ing in the first half of its 
game against Brentsville 
District High School last 
Friday, May 21 before a 
final-inning rally brought 
them within one run of a 
tie. The heat was intense 
as the Dragons and 
Tigers squared off, with 
no one scoring in the first 
inning.

In the top of the sec-
ond, Brenstville senior 
Alexandra Reid hit a 
grounder to take first and 
stole second and third 
during the next two at-
bats. Freshman Kirstyn 
Baker walked to first, and 
when sophomore Raegan 
Cullen hit a grounder 
to take first, Reid came 
home for the first run of 
the night for the Tigers.

With freshman Rachel 
Edwards at bat, Baker 
stole third—but an error 
on the third baseman 
gave Baker the opening 
to run home, scoring a 
second run for the Tigers. 
Edwards hit a double, 
and a hit by sopho-
more Natalie Quinlan 
sent both Edwards and 
junior Emilee Will home, 
bringing the score to 0-5, 
Tigers.

The bottom of the 
inning ended in three 
quick outs for the 
Dragons, who couldn’t 
seem to land a hit on 
Tigers pitcher freshman 
Tea Cornett. Both teams 
were at a stalemate all 

through the third inning.
“The first couple 

innings, (Cornett) hid the 
ball pretty well, as far as 
pitching,” said Dragons 
assistant coach Jason 
Lam after the game. “We 
screwed up in the box 
a little bit, because we 
were early (on swings). 
… Seeing the pitcher for 
the third and fourth time 
helped out—I mean, she 
threw a lot of pitches; 
she was wearing down... 
we made a little adjust-
ment.”

In the top of the 
fourth, Dragon pitcher 
freshman Avery Shifflett 
threw a mess of balls 
and fouls that started 
the umpire and coaches 
arguing about the strike 
zone. With Quinlan at 
bat and runners on first 
and second, yet anoth-
er ball resulted in Ellie 
Post stealing second and 
Edwards stealing third—

then deciding to risk the 
dash home; Dragons 
catcher sophomore Kara 
Baker-Jones threw her 
helmet in the dirt in frus-
tration as the scoreboard 
announced the sixth run 
for the Tigers. Cornett hit 
the ball deep into right 
field, but freshman Riley 
Rocha dove over the foul 
line to make the catch 
and end the inning.

Dragons head coach 
Tom Breeden could be 
heard giving a stern talk-
ing-to to his team dur-
ing the changeup, and 
the Dragon fire began to 
be evident in the second 
half-inning after senior 
Kaitlyn Napier was hit 
in the hand and walked 
to first. Baker-Jones hit 
a double that brought 
Rachel Hill home from 
second and Napier 
to third, earning the 
Dragons their first run 

PHOTO BY BRIAN MELLOTT/FOR THE GREENE COUNTY RECORD
Blake Shifflett beats out the throw to first.

PHOTO BY BRIAN MELLOTT/FOR THE GREENE COUNTY RECORD
Riley Rocha hits the ball into the outfield during the May 18 
game against Warren County.

See SOFTBALL, Page B5
PHOTO BY BRIAN MELLOTT/FOR THE GREENE COUNTY RECORD

Sage Dombrovskis makes a slide tackle during the May 18 game against Warren County.



www.greene-news.com GREENE COUNTY RECORD   THURSDAY, MAY 27, 2021 u B5

AdNetwork

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY
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power outages with a
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generator

FREE 7-Year ExtendedWarranty*
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844-947-1479
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Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval
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A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITSYOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E N
ATION’S

G
U

T T E R GUA

R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS &
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY
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rest up to get ready for 
Thursday.”

Junior Jayden Kirby 
took the mound at the 
top of the fourth before 
Wildcat senior Aiden 
Borghi hit a fly ball deep 
into left field, miracu-
lously caught by Cheek 
for the out. The Wildcats 
would get runners on 
first and second, but a tag 
out at second and three 
strikes on freshman 
Palmer Dellinger would 
end the half before any 
of them had a chance to 
move forward.

“Their pitcher was 
kind of high in the zone 
and we’ve been swinging 
at those pitches … high 
fast balls are really hard 
to hit,” Maynard said. 
“We kind of made him 
get the ball down in the 
zone, so we had some 
really high-quality at-
bats to get us going and I 
thought Hayden Gibson 
did a good job on the 
mound and then Jayden 
Kirby followed him so 
we had two good outings 
from two pitchers.”

The Dragons brought 
up the heat in the bot-
tom of the fourth as 
Mallory hit to left field, 
taking first and then 
stealing second with an 
energetic face-first dive 

that brought up a cloud 
of dust while Powell 
racked up two strikes 
and two balls. On the 
next pitch, Powell hit a 
nice double and Mallory 
brought it home for the 
seventh run of the night 
for the Dragons. Powell 
took third after Neal’s 
out in center field, and 
ran home after Blake 
Shifflett’s hit to center, 
bringing the score to 8-0, 
Dragons.

Gibson got a hit to 
take first, sending Blake 
Shifflett to second 
before Doshier bunted 
to take first, loading the 
bases for the Dragons. 
Cheek took the plate and 
after a strike and a ball, 
Blake Shifflett sprinted 
and dove face-first into 
home plate, barely mak-
ing it for the ninth run 
of the night. On Cheek’s 
next hit, the foul ball 
bounced out of bounds, 
giving Gibson the all 
clear to run home as 
well, bringing the score 
to 10-0, Dragons, before 
Cheek got a hit but was 
tagged out at first to end 
the inning.

It looked like it was all 
over for the Wildcats, as 
the slaughter rule allows 
the coaches to call the 
game after the top of the 
fifth if one team is up by 
10 points—but Warren 
wasn’t going down quite 
so easily. In the top of 
the fifth, Wildcat senior 

Bryce Post came up to 
bat and sent a home run 
soaring over the fence, 
scoring the first and only 
run of the night for his 
team. Fellow senior John 
Pond IV hit a ground 
ball but was out at first 
and Curl and Landon 
Pond would make it on 
base before Kirby threw 
out Borghi and senior 
Wesley Merchant to end 
the half inning.

In the bottom of the 
fifth, the Dragons were 
determined to keep 
their lead after Kinsey’s 
hit to center field was 
caught for the first out. 
Mallory hit and ran to 
first, taking second as 
junior Gauge Jenkins 
was tagged out at first. 
With two outs and two 
strikes, Kirby managed 
a hit and ran towards 
first, bringing Mallory 

home and re-securing 
the 10-point lead for the 
Dragons. The coaches 
called the game at the 
end of the inning, 11-1 
for the Dragons.

“The seniors showed 
some good leadership 
today and the bats final-
ly came alive,” Maynard 
said after the game. “We 
made a few changes in 
the batting order and 
put some people in dif-

ferent spots; I think that 

helped out a little bit.”

Cheers could be heard 

from all three fields as 

the Dragons celebrated 

their several victories of 

the night. The Dragons 

defeated Brentsville 8-5 

on Thursday, May 20. 

They were scheduled to 

play Skyline May 24.

Baseball
Continued from B1

of the night and bringing the 
score 1-6. Rocha hit the ball 
deep into the outfield, bring-
ing both Napier and Baker-
Jones home to close the lead on 
the Tigers. Sophomore Kendyll 
Eddins took the plate and hit 
a double, but was tagged out 
trying to steal third after a nod 
from assistant coach Jason 
Lam.

“I wish the game would 
have ended a little different-
ly, but I guess it’s a learning 
process,” Napier said after the 
game. “I think as a ball team, 
we need to start out on top. 
We dig ourselves a hole and 
then climb out and I think if 
we stayed on top and didn’t dig 
that hole, it would be a very 
different outcome in a lot of 
our games.” 

The Tigers turned up the 
heat once more in the top of 
the fifth as two hits and a walk 
loaded up the bases. Edwards 
came up to bat and hit a tri-
ple deep into center field and 
Baker, Cullen and junior Sierra 
Tannheiser all made it home to 
bring the score to 3-9, Tigers.

The score didn’t change in 
the bottom of the fifth or top 
of the sixth, as the Tigers cen-
ter fielder caught Hill’s fly ball 
just shy of the home run fence 
and Shifflett got two Tigers out 
on a double play. The Dragons 
were beginning to look des-
perate in the bottom of the 
sixth as Rocha took a ball to 
the shin in the box, limping 
to first base and subbing in 
teammate Emily Shifflett. With 
two outs, Eddins bunted for a 

double and Shifflett ran home, 
bumping the score to 4-9 with 
the Tigers still in the lead at the 
end of the inning.

In the top of the seventh, no 
one scored despite the raised 
pitch of the coaches (and 
moms in the stands) arguing 
loudly about whether soph-
omore Emily Spittle had her 
foot on first base when she was 
tagged out. It looked like it was 
all over for the Dragons.

But then the sun dipped 
below the mountains and 
the temperature began—ever 
so slightly—to cool as the 
Dragons huddled up before 
their final at-bat.

Hill made it to first and 
Napier hit a triple, sending Hill 
home for a fifth Dragon run. A 
foul ball hit Napier in the legs 
at third, but she bounced right 
back up, poised to run home as 
junior Savannah Meade sent 
the ball sailing over first just 
inside the foul line and ran to 
first; Napier dashed home for 
the Dragons’ sixth point, and 
with runners on first and sec-
ond and Eddins at bat, Eddins 
walked to first—loading the 
bases for the Dragons. Avery 
Shifflett came up to the plate 
and hit a fly ball deep into 
the outfield, bringing senior 
Timberlee Eppard Hoffman 
home from third and sopho-
more Sarah Lamm home from 
second, shortening the Tigers’ 
lead to just a single point (8-9).

“We didn’t quit—we kept 
fighting them,” Lam said. “We 
had a chance to win the game 
at the end, and that’s all we can 
ask for. I felt really good about 
Mara (Woolford) and Rachel 
(Hill) being on deck—that’s 
right where we wanted to be.”

With two outs and two run-
ners on base, it was a true nail-
biter moment for all in the 
stands; but a final out ended 
the game with the Tigers still 
one point ahead.

“We didn’t want to go out 
like that—we all knew we were 
better than that,” Napier said. 
“We knew that we didn’t give it 
all we had going into the game 
and I think everybody put it 
together and we saw what we 
could do—and we just came 
up a little short.”

The Dragons were sched-
uled to play Manassas Park 
away on Tuesday, May 25, and 
George Mason at home on 
Thursday, May 27, both after 
press time.

Softball
Continued from B1

PHOTO BY BRIAN MELLOTT/FOR THE GREENE COUNTY RECORD
Jamal Neal runs in for a score to help the Dragons defeat the Wildcats on May 18.

PHOTO BY BRIAN MELLOTT/FOR THE GREENE COUNTY RECORD
Top, Coach Tom Breeden talks with the team on the mound during the May 
18 win over the Warren County Wildcats.
Above, Mara Woolford runs hard to first.



By Kathleen Borrelli
Staff Writer

A monarch or a married 
couple might celebrate their 
Golden Jubilee (50th anniver-
sary) with feasts, parties or 
golden decor, but the William 
Monroe High School Marching 
Dragons is celebrating its semi-
centennial year with — what 
else —music. During halftime 
of the varsity football game 
against Brentsville last Friday, 
alumni from throughout the 
band program’s long history 
joined the Dragons on the 
field to play the school fight 
song under the direction of 
current Drum Major Shawna 
Nyabuto, Band Director 
Nathan Whittaker and alum-
nus and Greene County first-
grade teacher Scott Wills.

“For a program to be around 
for 50 years is significant and 
I think it’s worth celebrating 
that milestone for the kids and 
the community,” Whittaker 
said. “The theme of this year’s 
show is ‘the place I belong,’ 
and for many students, in their 
four years of high school, band 
was the place that they felt 
like they belonged—and that 
was me too. I remember that 
feeling.”

The band honored its 
50-year history by play-
ing a medley of songs writ-

ten in 1971: “Baba O’Riley” 
by The Who, “Saturday in the 
Park” and “Wishing You Were 
Here” by Chicago and “Take 
Me Home, Country Roads” 
by John Denver. The sideline 

crew employed a generator to 
power a bass guitar, which was 
played by oboist Akhil Marri 
(oboe is not an instrument 
that does well in the outdoors).

“It was hard to pass up doing 

“Country Roads,” Whittaker 
said. “When the song mentions 
the Blue Ridge Mountains and 
the Shenandoah River, which 
is in our backyard, and being a 
show that is about the place we 

belong—Greene County—it 
was hard to pass that up. That 
song is kind of what launched 
the theme of the show.”

By Kathleen Borrelli
Staff Writer

The William Monroe 
Dragons took a beating 
in their game against the 
Brentsville Tigers Friday 
night, with Brentsville 
scoring eight touch-
downs—and injuring 
nine varsity Monroe play-
ers—during the course of 
the evening. The Dragons 
put up a good fight, but 
weren’t able to make it 
to the end zone with so 
many players sidelined.

“Brentsville’s a big, 
strong, fast team. You 
can tell year-round that 
they’re doing the things 
they need to be doing 
to get where they’re at,” 
said Dragons head coach 
Mitchell Morris after the 
game. “Hopefully that’s 
what we’re going to strive 
to be here in a couple of 
years—that’s the aggres-
sion you need for foot-
ball.”

Morris said the other 
team fought fairly and 
that he believed the refer-
ees made the appropriate 
calls for a few hits that 
may have been a touch 
too hard.

Dragon senior wide 
receiver Shea Jeffers 
started off by returning 
the Tigers’ kickoff and 
passing to senior run-
ning back Troy Jones, 
but Tigers junior Ryan 

Beckman made an early 
appearance, carrying the 
ball 42 yards and earn-
ing Brentsville its first 
down less than two min-
utes into the first quarter 
after a tackle by Jeffers. 
Jones would recapture 
control of the ball for the 
Dragons, earning several 
downs but not enough 

to score, as Tiger senior 
Luca Orlando success-
fully passed to Beckman 
for the first touchdown of 
the night right at the six-
minute mark.

An attempt for 2-point 
conversion was stifled 
by Jones with the tack-

See FOOTBALL, Page B3
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By aShley haineS
For the Greene County Record

The William Monroe 
Lady Dragons brought 
the heat to the volleyball 
court against the Skyline 
Hawks Thursday, Oct. 14, 
winning three straight 
sets: 25-15, 25-23 and 
25-13. 

The varsity game’s first 
match kicked off with a 
two-point lead for the 
Dragons, but the Hawks 
answered back quickly, 
bringing the score 2-4, 
Hawks. Dragons junior 
Ella Weaver and senior 
Mara Woolford respond-
ed with two points that 
were then met by a point 
from Hawks junior Jamie 
Kelly, bringing the score 
to 4-5 with the Hawks up. 
A double touch by the 
Hawks placed the ball 
back into Weaver’s hands 
for the serve. The ball 
quickly ended up back in 
the hands of the Hawks, 
resulting in the Hawks 
leading 5-8. 

Possession continued 
to bounce back and forth 
between the Dragons 
and the Hawks until a 
great rally with excep-
tional teamwork allowed 
for Dragon junior Mae 
Hawkins to slam a ball 
into Hawks territory 
that they were unable 
to return over the net, 
bringing the score 10-9, 

Dragons. The exciting 
plays from the Dragons 
forced a Hawks timeout, 
with the Dragons up 13-9. 
The Dragons pulled out 
several points and an ace 
by Hawkins, bringing the 
score to 16-9, Dragons. 
The Hawks briefly 
regained possession but a 

team miscommunication 
gave the ball right back 
to the Dragons. A great 
serve by Dragon senior 
Alex Sharff followed by a 
block from Weaver placed 
the score at 20-12, with 
Dragons ahead. A fan-

Injuries plague Dragons 
in loss against Brentsville

Lady Dragons finish 
the Hawks in three

Ruckersville

October 15, 2021
William Monroe vs Brentsville

#19 SR Josh Adderley DB/WR
Josh had 4 tackles, 2 passes broken up and

2 receptions for 41 yards. Even more impressive
was the outstanding hustle and relentless effort
that he showed throughout the entire contest.

PLAYER OF THEWEEK

Photo by bRian Mellott/FoR the GReene County ReCoRd

Josh adderley makes a reception during Friday’s game. Photo by bRian Mellott/FoR the GReene County ReCoRd

Mara Woolford serves the ball last tuesday.

See VOLLEYBALL, Page B5

50Years of Marching Music

Photo by KeRi henSley/FoR the GReene County ReCoRd

the current William Monroe high School Marching Dragons and alumni who participated in the event on Friday set up for a group photo. this is the 50th anniver-
sary of the marching band at the high school.

See BAND, Page B4
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Business
Services

Mike RichaRds PRessuRe Washing
(540) 948-4015

“Just ask oR call...i Wash it all!”

Commercial & Residential
• Fully Insured
Gutter Cleaning

Water furnished (hot or cold)
Fills Hot Tubs with Hot Water

All biodegradable materials used.
Decks • Driveways • Parking Lots • Vinyl Siding • Sidewalks

• Aluminum • Siding • Heavy Equipment • Cedar Siding
• Shingle Rooftops

Shannon G. Hudson
Virginia Licensed Associate Broker
ABR®, ASP®, CDPE®, e-PRO®, SFR®

540.661.2083 Direct
434.974.1500 Office
www.shudson.remax.com

Licensed since 1990
Marketing in Orange & surrounding counties

Livestock Fencing
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le, leaving the score at 
0-6, Brentsville, halfway 
through the first quarter.

Jeffers again returned 
the kickoff by the Tigers, 
but was tackled hard at 
the 11-yard line, earn-
ing a penalty for the 
Tigers. Tiger senior Bryce 
Jackson would tackle and 
be tackled by Jones sev-
eral more times before 
making his own touch-
down with a minute to 
go in the quarter. This 
time the extra point was 
good, bringing the score 
to 0-13, Brentsville, just 
before the end of the first 
quarter.

Five seconds in to the 
second quarter, Dragon 
sophomore quarterback 
Davien Griffieth passed 
to Jeffers, who was tack-
led again and took a 
hard hit, landing on his 
back. Players took a knee 
while the sports medicine 
attendees checked to be 
sure he was OK.

“Shea (Jeffers) was 
down a couple times 
but—dare I say it—a lot 
of Shea’s injuries are self-
inflicted because my man 
just gives it up; he is not 
afraid to put his body 
on the line,” Morris said. 
“That’s a testament to 
how he plays the game—
he leaves it all on the field 
and sometimes he gets 
a little dinged up in the 
process.”

Twenty seconds 
later, Tiger quarterback 
Caleb Alexander passed 
to Orlando for a third 
touchdown, bringing the 
score to 0-20 with the 
extra point.

A minute in to the 
second quarter, Dragon 
senior fullback Bryce 
Hoffman carried the ball 
downfield before getting 
slammed to the ground 
by two large Tiger defen-
sive players. He went 
down hard and was 
soon on the bench being 
checked for a concussion.

Orlando and Jackson 
earned a first and second 
down for Brentsville, and 
with five minutes to go 
in the quarter, Jackson 
earned another touch-
down, bringing the score 
to 0-27 with the extra 
point. They nearly earned 
another 20 seconds later, 
but Dragon senior Josh 
Adderley batted down 
the pass in the end zone. 

Despite tackles by Jones, 
Tiger senior Nicholas 
Griffin earned yet anoth-
er touchdown with two 
minutes left in the first 
half—bringing the score 
to 0-34 with the extra 
point.

After the Marching 
Dragons’ halftime 
show—a tribute to 50 
years of band history at 
the school, complete with 
visiting alumni involve-
ment (see story on B1)—
play resumed with Jones 
joining his teammates on 
the bench, his arm ban-
daged to his side.

“Troy (Jones), our 
senior, one of the guys on 
the team that makes us 
go, broke his collarbone, 
so that one hurts,” Morris 
said.

Orlando and Jackson 
again teamed up to earn 
another touchdown 
for the Tigers halfway 
through the third quar-
ter, bringing the score to 
0-41 with the extra point. 
Adderley and Hoffman 
kept the ball away from 
the Tigers for the remain-
der of the quarter, but 
junior quarterback 
Waylon Coyle left the 
game with a concussion 
and Jones left soon after-
wards.

“A couple of those 
injuries are concussion-
related, so when you get 
those you definitely don’t 
want to rush those back 
(into play),” Morris said. 
“We check in with them 
the next day and see how 
things go, but we’ve got 
a couple guys out for 
maybe a couple weeks. … 
and (sports medicine’s) 
Coach (Andy) Kelly does 
a great job staying in 
touch with them.”

Orlando earned 
another touchdown just 
seconds into the fourth 
quarter, bringing the 
score to 0-48, Tigers. 
Adderley returned the 
kick for the Dragons 
and senior running back 
Taybus Wilson took the 
carry two minutes in to 
the quarter, but seconds 
later he was down and 
the teams again took a 
knee as medics rushed 
onto the field. Twenty 
seconds later, the Tigers 
again scored to bring the 
score to 0-55.

By this point, senior 
Isaiah Taylor and junior 
Justin Williams were 
also sidelined with sus-
pected concussions. The 
Dragons were running 

out of defensive line-
men to keep up the fight 
against the Brentsville 
team.

“Obviously, a couple 
of those injuries are 
going to stick a little bit 
longer than others, so 
we’re going to have to 
kind of regroup to see 
who we have who’s able 
to go this week and kind 
of go from there,” Morris 
said. “Practice will defi-
nitely look a little differ-
ent.”

Griffieth returned 
the kick and passed to 
Adderley, earning a first 
down for the Dragons 
halfway through the 
fourth quarter, but by 
the end of the game he 
would also be sidelined 
with a head injury. All 
told, there were nine 
members of the team 
injured by the end of the 
action.

“Josh (Davis) tweaked 
his knee, Tanner 
(Williams) it was his 
ankle and a pretty bad 
severe calf cramp, so he 
had a lot going on with 
that leg,” Morris said. 
“It was a couple injuries 
that sidelined them for 
the rest of the game. … 
It’s part of the game, but 
I’ve never had it to this 
extreme.”

With five head inju-
ries/concussions (plus 
an additional one still 
recovering from a previ-
ous game), a knee injury, 

broken collarbone, ankle 
sprain and another play-
er recovering from a torn 
ACL from the last game, 
the Dragons will be hard-
pressed to put together 
a functioning lineup for 
next week’s away game 
versus Warren County. 
Luckily, no varsity play-
ers are currently sick or 
quarantined by COVID-
19, according to Morris.

“We will regroup and 
what we have we’re going 
to compete with, so 
hopefully—a couple of 
concussions, we’ll have 
to get those guys reeval-

uated—but some of the 
other guys, hoping Josh 
Davis and Tanner will 
be good to go by next 
Friday,” he said.

Overall, the Brentsville 
Tigers proved to be a 
bigger, faster and more 
aggressive team, and the 
Dragons will need some 
recovery time before 
they can come back into 
play.

“They’ve done a tre-
mendous job even with 
the turnover of a new 
coach,” said Morris of 
the Brentsville team. 
“They’ve just kind of 

continued to build their 
program up; football 
is something that their 
community really cher-
ishes and they take a lot 
of pride in their team—
and it shows.”

With a 2-4 win-loss 
record so far this sea-
son, the Dragons are 
slated to take on Warren 
County away on Oct. 22 
and Central (Woodstock) 
High School away on 
Oct. 29 at 7 p.m. The next 
home game is sched-
uled for Nov. 5 at 7 p.m. 
against Meridian High 
School.

Football
Continued from B1
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top, troy Jones runs around the Brentsville defense before his injury on Friday, oct. 15. above, Shea 
Jeffers returns a kickoff for the Dragons. Jeffers was also injured during the game, along with seven 
other varsity Dragons. 



BY TERRY BEIGIE
Record Editor

The William Monroe 
High School boys soc-
cer team ran out of gas in 
last Thursday’s matchup 
against George Mason 
High School, bringing the 
first Northwestern District 
loss for Monroe. The 
Dragons fell 0-3, with two 
of those goals being made 
in the final five minutes of 
the game.

The Dragons pressured 
the Mustangs for most of 
the first half with goalie 
Jack Anderson making 
numerous saves—until 
the 36th minute, when a 
George Mason midfielder’s 
header got past him. 

Mustang Matthew 
Hellert found the back of 
the net back-to-back at the 
75th and 77th minutes of 
the game. 

“I think the first half 
we defended pretty 
good. I think the whole 
game we defended pretty 
good,” said junior Kevin 
Valladares. “Our touches 
were off. We were holding 
it too long. I feel like right 
at the end, we gave up for 
the last 10 minutes. We 
kind of gave up after that 
second goal.”

Junior teammate Tyler 
Strickland agreed.

“I think we definite-
ly were a little bit tired,” 
Strickland said. “We have 
had five days now without 
a practice, so coming off 
no practice and tired legs 
definitely played into it, I 
think. I think, offensively, 
I would have liked to be a 
little bit more a part of it.”

The Dragons defeated 

Manassas Park, 1-0, on the 
road in a tough matchup 
just two days before the 
Mason game.

Assistant coach Jaciel 
Castillo said he was proud 
of the guys for hanging in 
in the hot and humid day. 

“We were pressuring 
good in the first 20 to 30 
minutes,” Castillo said. “I 
think what really hurt us, 
though, was our touches 
and holding the ball a 
little bit too long. We did 
pretty great. I couldn’t ask 
for more because they did 
an awesome job, but we 
need to clean up a little bit 
and get around that team 

because they are beatable. 
If we see them in the finals, 
we’ll be ready.”

Valladares said the 
Dragons will definitely be 
ready the next time they 
see the Mustangs.

“We’ve got to switch 
more and we’ve got to play 
more direct; you can’t just 
play along the line all the 
time.”

The Dragons were 
scheduled to play their 
final regular season game 
at Skyline High School 
on Tuesday, after press 
time. Monroe is 6-1 in the 
Northwestern District. 

BY KATHLEEN BORRELLI
Staff Writer

The William Monroe High School var-
sity girls soccer team shutout Manassas 
Park, 9-0, on Tuesday, May 25. Under 
Virginia High School League rules, the 
game can be called 20 minutes into 
the second half if the winning team is 
up by 8 goals, so freshman midfielder 
Sydney Orange’s final goal came with 
just 3 seconds left on the clock, secur-
ing the Dragons their seventh win of 
the season to remain undefeated in the 
Northwestern District.

“I’m proud of myself that I was 
aggressive and got the ball in the goal,” 
said Orange, who has been playing since 
she was 5 years old.

Freshman midfielder Livi Sharff 
made a shot on goal 30 seconds into 
the game but wasn’t able to find the 
net. Less than a minute later, after a 
corner kick by freshman Seanna Sutton, 
senior forward Mackenzie Sprouse’s 
ball found the center of the net for the 
first goal of the night for the Dragons. 
Another 30 seconds after that, senior 
forward Sydney Dombrovskis’ kick was 

blocked by Cougars goalie senior Sarah 
McKenzie.

The ball stayed near the Cougars’ 
goal for the first half-hour of play, 
where Dragon junior midfielder Sydney 
Devory’s first shot was also blocked 
by McKenzie at the 10-minute mark. 
Devory made two more attempts to 
score, with the ball not quite finding 
net, and Livi Sharff’s attempted goal hit 
the Cougars’ goalie.

At the 20-minute mark, Orange scored 
her first goal of the season with an assist 
by freshman Elli Pursel, bringing the 
score to 2-0, Dragons. Senior midfielder 
Arianna Mosqueda got control of the 
ball and made two attempts on the 
goal, both blocked by McKenzie. At the 
25-minute mark, team captain Sarah 
Earle’s long kick brought the action back 
to the goal zone, but Pursel’s shot sailed 
just over the goal to go out of bounds.

Twenty-eight minutes into the 
game, Pursel passed to Dombrovskis, 
who passed to Sprouse. Sprouse set up 
Devory, whose shot tapped McKenzie’s 
arm on its way into the net, earning 

BY KATHLEEN BORRELLI
Staff Writer

The energy on the field was tense as 
the William Monroe High School var-
sity baseball team faced Northwestern 
District rival George Mason High School 
on Thursday, May 27. After a tied game 
through four innings, the Mustangs 
pulled ahead by six runs in the fifth 
and sixth, but a powerful rally by the 
Dragons in the bottom of the seventh 
led them to pull ahead by a single run 
on a hit by senior Chase Mallory, to take 
the win and end the game at 11-10.

“We played OK at the start; that’s the 
worst defense we’ve played all year—we 
had like five or six errors, and we’re usu-
ally a lot better,” Dragons head coach 
Mike Maynard said after the game. “And 
then they just didn’t give up, and that’s 
just so fun to watch.”

The Mustangs, who are 6-3 so far in 
their regular season, beat the Dragons 
two weeks earlier at George Mason, 
5-3. Powerful left-handed pitcher senior 
Peter Villa kept the Dragons at bay with 
fast balls and curve balls, and Maynard 
knew they would be facing a tough 
matchup going into Thursday’s home 
game against the same pitcher.

“In high school, you’ve got a cer-
tain amount of pitches you can throw,” 
Maynard said. “We knew if we could get 
him to that amount, we would have a 
chance, but we were behind six runs 
when he got it so that made it tougher.”

Dragon sophomore Waylon Cheek 
pitched a no-hitter on Tuesday, May 

25, against the Skyline Hawks, ending 

the game 11-0 in five innings due to the 

mercy rule; Cheek threw 39 pitches and 

the Dragons scored all 11 of their runs in 

the first three innings of that matchup. 

Coming into Thursday’s game, Maynard 

felt it best to put a few different pitchers 

on the mound, since the Mustangs may 

have strategized against Cheek’s pitch-
ing style since the last meetup.

Dragon senior Hunter Powell took 

See GSOC, Page B5
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The Comeback Kids
Dragons’ 7th-inning rally surprises Mason 

WILLIAM MONROE HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL

Lady Dragons decimate 
Manassas Park Cougars
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Above, junior Emma Dean manages the ball through the Cougar defense on Tuesday, May 25.

Dragons take hit on the 
pitch against Mustangs
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Andres Gonzalez Collazos kicks the ball out of Dragon territory.

See BASEBALL, Page B5
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Dragon senior Chase Mallory tags a George Mason High School Mustang player out at the plate.
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the Dragons their third goal 
of the night. Thirty seconds 
later, Devory’s second attempt 
was blocked by McKenzie, but 
a foul at the 29-minute mark 
gave Devory the free kick, 
which hit net, to bring the score 
to 4-0, Dragons. Seconds later, 
Dombrovskis gave the assist 
to Devory, who earned her hat 
trick on the night, bringing the 
score to 5-0, Dragons.

The Cougars’ goalie dove 
on top of a ball kicked by Livi 
Sharff and blocked another by 
Orange as well as an attempt-
ed header—meanwhile the 
Dragon defense waited idly as 
the action remained focused 
near the Cougars’ goal until 
halftime.

Twenty-three seconds into 
the second half, Devory landed 
her fourth goal of the night to 
bring the score to 6-0 for the 
Dragons. Junior Emma Dean 
found the net a minute later to 
bring the score to 7-0, and 20 
seconds after that, Mosqueda 
scored with an assist by 
Orange to bring the score to 
8-0—grounds for calling the 
game early if they made it to 
the 20-minute mark without 
a score by the Cougars. At 49 
minutes, McKenzie dove on 
another goal attempt by Dean, 
and moments later Pursel’s 
kick hit the outside goal post. 

Another attempt by Orange 
sent McKenzie diving to the 
grass once more, and it looked 
like the game would end at 
8-0 as the final seconds ticked 
down on the clock.

“In the second half, we came 
out with a lot of intensity,” said 
Dragons head coach Jeremy 
Lamm. “They go out and score 
three goals in two minutes, 
whereas it took us like 20 min-
utes to get two goals in the first 
half, so I was glad to see them 
get it together. Once they kind 
of settled and started to look to 
pass to one another, I thought 
they moved the ball from side 
to side well, switched the field 
well… For me, the real bright 
spot was Manassas Park’s keep-
er; she just did a great job of 
getting to a lot of the shots.”

With just 3 seconds left until 
the 20-minute mark, Orange 
darted around the Cougars’ 
defense to send the ball sail-
ing into the bottom left of the 
net, earning her second goal of 
the season and a ninth for the 
Dragons in the game.

“I wasn’t expecting it, but the 
opportunity (presented itself),” 
said Orange, who was headed 
to the Sprinkles ice cream truck 
after the game to celebrate. “(I 
like) making assists for other 
people, too, because when I 
make an assist and someone 
scores, I was part of that. The 
whole team usually contributes 
to the person getting the goal.”

The Lady Dragons played 

George Mason away the follow-
ing night, with the game short-
ened due to lightning with a 3-3 
tie—they have never beaten or 
tied George Mason, according 
to Lamm.

“The back-to-back nights 
hurt us,” he said. “After the long 
drive, we came out flat and 
we’re not used to seeing that 
kind of speed. We had a missed 
penalty kick early that would’ve 
taken us up 1-0, but still man-
aged to find the net a little later 
from a Dombrovskis cross that 

Devory was able to get a touch 
on … the score went back and 
forth from a lack of marking 
number six for Mason—truly 
the fastest player we’ve seen.”

“Devory rescued the draw 
again before the game was 
called due to lightning. It stinks 
to come so close to beating 
Mason to just come up short,” 
Lamm continued. “Despite no 
goals to show, Elise Davis had 
one of the best games we had 
seen from her out on wing and 
Emma Dean was lockdown as 

usual for us—she’s been a real 
iron man for us this season. 
Mackenzie Sprouse also had a 
really solid night playing in the 
middle and out wide, drawing 
the defense with some great 
runs. … Skyline’s been on a 
really hot streak, so they’re 
going to be tough.”

The Dragons were sched-
uled to face rival Skyline High 
School at home on Tuesday, 
June 1, after press time.

GSOC
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the mound in the top of the 
first, throwing an out and a 
walk and getting two Mustangs 
out at first. The Mason play-
ers lined the fence, catcall-
ing Powell on each throw and 
arguing with the umpire over 
whether junior Thomas Downs 
was really out at first. Villa stole 
third and tried to run home, 
but Downs’ force out ended the 
half-inning without a run.

The left-handed Mustang 
pitcher took the mound in the 
bottom of the inning, getting 
Dragon senior Blake Shifflett 
out at first before Powell took 
first base and Mallory walked. 
Senior Hayden Gibson hit a 
double to bring Powell and 
Mallory home, earning the 
Dragons an early 2-0 lead.

The Mustangs fought back 
in the top of the second as 
junior Patrick McDonald hit a 
home run, but only two hitters 
made it to first (despite first 
baseman junior Jared Shifflett 
doing the splits with one foot 
on base) before Powell threw 
the third out to end the half 
at 2-1. In the bottom of the 
inning, Jared Shifflett hit a dou-
ble to left field which bounced 
just shy of the fence, taking 
third on Cheek’s run to first and 
running home with senior Max 
Kinsey at bat as Cheek stole 
second—bringing the Dragons 
up by two. Powell hit a fly ball 
that was caught at the fence to 
end the inning.

The Mustangs loaded the 
bases in the top of the third, 
and despite a spectacular deep 
left-field catch by Cheek—who 
threw to catcher Mallory to 
tag Downs out as he dove over 
home plate—the Mustangs 
scored two on a double by 
senior Robert Asel, tying the 
score at 3-all. Moments later, 
as parents and coaches loudly 
argued over Mustang senior 
Matthew Teague’s roll over the 
second baseman to steal sec-
ond, Asel ran home to bring the 
Mustangs ahead, 3-4.

The bottom of the third saw 
Mallory strike out and junior 
Jamal Neal and Gibson both 
out at first; in the top of the 
fourth, Cheek caught another 

left-field fly and two more outs 
kept the score unchanged as 
Jared Shifflett tagged Villa out 
at first. In the bottom of the 
fourth, junior Kaleb Doshier 
walked to first and stole sec-
ond, Jared Shifflett walked to 
first and Cheek ran to first on 
a grounder, bringing Doshier 
home to tie the game at 4-all.

After two walks and an out 
in the top of the fifth, Maynard 
called time out to sub in Cheek 
for Powell on the mound, but a 
double by Asel on Cheek’s first 
pitch brought Downs home for 
a fifth Mustang run, and two 
batters later Asel and Jackson 
Pierce would sail home to bring 
the Mustangs ahead by three, 
with junior Jack Biggs earning 
the eighth run for the Mustangs 
on the next pitch.

Tempers were as high as 
the humidity as a Mustang 
bunt earned an out at first, 
and in the bottom of the fifth 
Mallory’s infield fly was caught 
before Villa threw out Neal and 
Gibson to keep the 4-8 lead for 
the Mustangs.

Gibson took the mound in 
the top of the sixth, but two 
walks and a double by Downs 
loaded the bases, and Villa and 
Downs made it home to grow 
the Mustang lead to six before 
Mallory tagged Pierce diving 

over home plate and chased 
the next runner back to third 
for the second out; Gibson 
threw the third out, but things 
were looking desperate for the 
Dragons going into the bottom 
of the inning with the score at 
4-10, Mustangs.

Villa threw Doshier and 
Jared Shifflett out at first in 
the bottom of the sixth, but a 
hit deep to left field by junior 
Jayden Kirby earned a double, 
and that was the moment when 
the Mustangs’ luck ran out.

High school pitch count 
rules say a pitcher cannot 
throw more than 110 pitches 
per game, and Villa reached his 
limit in the sixth. McDonald 
took the mound on a time 
out—another southpaw—but 
the Dragons had nearly loaded 
the bases before Blake Shifflett’s 
hit was caught in the outfield to 
end the inning. At this point, 
some of the Mustangs fans 
from the soccer game were 
asked to leave the game and 
head back to the bus early.

Kirby took the mound in the 
top of the seventh, managing 
three outs with the bases load-
ed before the Mustangs could 
do any more damage.

“Jayden Kirby came in and 
pitched the last inning and he 
kept them at 10,” Maynard said 

after the game. “They didn’t 
score and that was huge for us, 
because they can really hit.”

The bottom of the sev-
enth saw McDonald walking 
Powell and Mallory before the 
Mustangs called time out to sub 
in another new pitcher. Neal hit 
and ran to first, loading the 
bases for the Dragons with no 
outs. The sun finally receded 
behind the clouds, bringing in 
relief from the heat of the day 
and a renewed energy for the 
Dragons, who were not ready to 
give up the fight just yet.

The Mustangs’ alter-
nate pitchers couldn’t stop 
the Dragons, and Doshier’s 
grounder and run to first 
brought Powell home for a fifth 
run. The Mustangs called time 
out again to sub in Downs on 
the mound, but after several 
foul balls, Jared Shifflett walked 
to first to bring Mallory home 
for a sixth run, with the bases 
still loaded and only a single 
out.

“As soon as they took that 
lefty (pitcher) out, I think we 
realized that we had the best 
shot right there,” Mallory said. 
“And then we just took advan-
tage of it. They were strug-
gling—they needed to find 
somebody to throw strikes 
and they just couldn’t ever find 

him.”
Kirby took the plate, hitting 

on the first pitch to run to first 
and bringing Neal and Blake 
Shifflett home. With the score 
at 8-10, junior William Morris 
hit to take first and load the 
bases again for the Dragons. 
Blake Shifflett came up to bat, 
hitting a grounder to take first 
and bringing Jared Shifflett 
home and the score to 9-10, 
Mustangs.

Dragons’ fans took to their 
feet, in as much disbelief as the 
Mustangs at the swift change 
of pace.

Powell took the plate, and 
the Mustangs’ pitcher threw 
a strike, two balls and a foul 
before hitting Powell with the 
ball to send him walking to 
first, once more loading the 
bases for the Dragons. Mallory 
came up to the plate and those 
in the bleachers held their col-
lective breath through a strike 
and a ball before a great hit 
sent Kinsey and Blake coming 
home; the stadium erupted as 
the Dragons celebrated their 
final-inning rally, those seven 
runs sending the deflated 
Mustangs on their way with the 
final tally 11-10, Dragons.

“It felt amazing,” Mallory 
said after the game, beaming 
with pride as his teammates 
high-fived each other. “I knew 
he was only going to throw a 
fastball, and I just sat on it. It 
felt amazing coming off the bat 
and I’m proud of my team—
they stayed in it. That’s prob-
ably the best finish I’ve seen 
so far.”

Maynard said his team 
doesn’t like to lose.

“We knew that their other 
pitchers weren’t near as good 
as (Villa), and we just came 
through; hats off to these 
guys—they never gave up,” 
Maynard said. “We just said 
whatever happens, we’re never 
going to quit and we’re going 
to keep playing. He walked a 
couple of people and that got 
contagious—they started feel-
ing a little pressure. I’ve got six 
seniors and they don’t want to 
lose.”

The Dragons will face Skyline 
and Central (Woodstock) away 
this week.
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Sydney Orange works the ball into position.

Baseball
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Senior Hunter Powell pitches for the Dragons.


