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It was hard for Moun-
tain View senior Nalani 
McBride to hold back the 
tears after Thursday’s 
heartbreaking 3–2 loss to 
visiting Riverside in the 
Region 5D volleyball quar-
terfinals.

The Commonwealth 
District player of the year 
and her teammates ap-
peared well on their way 
to their 28th victory of the 
season without a loss after 
winning the match’s first 
two sets.

But securing a victory 

means put-
t i n g  a w a y 
y o u r  o p -
ponent  for 
g o o d ,  a n d 
unfortunate-
ly for coach 
Drew Wine’s 
squ ad ,  t he 

Wildcats never delivered 
a knockout punch, even 
with a big lead in the fifth 
and final set.

Led by all-Dulles Dis-
trict middle blocker Zoe 

Thomas and outside hit-
ter Kendall McDaniel, 
the Rams (17–7) ended 
Mountain View’s most 
successful season ever 
with a 23–25, 20–25, 25–
22, 25–22, 15–13 win and 
advanced to Saturday’s re-
gional semifinal matchup 
against Stone Bridge.

“This is a season to re-
member,” said an emo-
tional McBride. “Nobody 
wants to go out this way, 

By BARRy WILNER
AP PRO FOOTbALL WRiTER

Green Bay Packers quar-
terback Aaron Rodgers 
said Friday he sought al-
ternative treatments in-
stead of the NFL-endorsed 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
because of an allergy he 
has to ingredients in two of 
the FDA-approved shots.

Speaking on SiriusXM’s 
“Pat McAfee Show,” Rod-
gers said: “I’m not an anti-
vax, flat-earther. I have an 
allergy to an ingredient 
that’s in the mRNA vac-
cines. I found a long-term 
immunization protocol 
to protect myself and I’m 
very proud of the research 
that went into that.”

R o d g e rs , 
who has been 
tested daily 
as part of NFL 
protocols for 
the unvacci-
nated, came 
up positive 
for the coro-

navirus on Wednesday. He 
said he didn’t feel well on 
Thursday but was much 
better on Friday.

He can’t rejoin the Pack-
ers for 10 days, missing 
Sunday’s game at Kansas 
City. Rodgers must have a 
negative test to return to 
the team on Nov. 13.

Rodgers noted that on 
the CDC’s website, “it says 
should you have an allergy 
to any of the ingredients, 
you should not get one of 
the mRNA vaccines. So 
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<< HE’S A FREE MAN
Browns decide they’ve had enough of WR 
Beckham, give him his release. B2

BOUND FOR C–USA 
Liberty is among the new recruits that will 
bump up their conference affiliation. B5
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XFINITY SERIES >> Fall finals 
are the norm for driver’s family. b5

PACKERS QB USED 
OTHER TREATMENTS  
RATHER THAN VACCINE

MOUNTAIN VIEW TAKES 
RIVERSIDE TO FIVE SETS 
BUT SUFFERS DEFEAT

PRO FOOTBALL

PREP VOLLEYBALL

5D QUARTERFINALS
RIVERSIDE                                3
MOUNTAIN VIEW                  2

WHENEVER 
Riley Welch 
tuned in to 

a college basketball 
broadcast last winter, 
the enjoyment of watch-
ing the game he loves 
was tempered by wistful 
nostalgia.

Welch attends the 
University of Mary 

Washington. The Eagles, 
like many NCAA Divi-
sion III schools, canceled 
the 2020–21 winter 
sports season due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. 
That also happened to be 
Welch’s senior year.

“It was kind of like the 
FOMO feeling—staying 
at home when all your 
friends are going out,” 
Welch said this week. 
“You feel like you’re 
missing out on the party. 
It was fun to watch col-

lege basketball, but it 
makes you miss the game 
when you can’t be part 
of it.”

To its credit—some-
thing that can’t often be 
said—the NCAA felt the 
athletes’ pain and be-
stowed on them an extra 
year of eligibility. Welch, 

Hendrick’s, Gibbs’ shadows 
loom over final four drivers

TUNE IN

NASCAR CUP SERIES 
CHAMPIONSHIP
Phoenix Raceway,
Avondale, Arizona
Sunday, 3 p.m.
(NBC; WFLS–FM 93.3)

KYLE LARSON (Odds: +250)
Car: No. 5 | team: Hendrick Motorsports
’21 season: Wins: 9 | t5: 19 | t10: 25

’21 playoffs: race wins: 4 | State wins: 5
at Phoenix (14): Wins 0 | t5: 5 | t10: 8

CHASE ELLIOTT (Odds: +700)
Car: No. 9 | team: Hendrick Motorsports
’21 season: Wins: 2 | t5: 14 | t10: 20

’21 playoffs: race wins: 0 | State wins: 3
at Phoenix (11): Wins: 1 | t5: 4 | t10: 7

DENNY HAMLIN (Odds: +800)
Car: No. 11 | team: Joe Gibbs Racing

’21 season: Wins: 4 | t5: 12 | t10: 19
’21 playoffs: race wins: 1 | State wins: 0

at Phoenix (32): Wins: 2 | t5: 15 | t10: 19

MARTIN TRUEX JR. (Odds: +850)
Car: No. 19 | team: Joe Gibbs Racing
’21 season: Wins: 2 | t5: 18 | t10: 24

’21 playoffs: race wins: 2 | State wins: 5
at Phoenix (31): Wins: 1 | t5: 5 | t10: 13

Rodgers: Allergy 
prompted choice 

UMW teams eager to shake off rust, return to court

’Cats’ season ends in disappointing fashion

mcbride
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AFTER

Steve DeShazo

rodgers

By JENNA FRyER
 AP AuTO RACiNg WRiTER

CHarLotte, N.C .—NAS-
CAR’s championship has 
come down to a pair of Hall 
of Fame team owners, two 
Chevrolets against two Toy-
otas, racing in the Arizona 
desert for the sport’s 
top prize.

Rick Hendrick, 
the  w i n n i ngest 
team owner in 
NASCAR his-
tory, is sending 
Kyle Larson and 
reigning Cup cham-
pion Chase Elliott to 
Phoenix Raceway on 
Sunday 

in search of a 14th title for 
mighty Hendrick Motors-
ports.

Joe Gibbs, a member of both 
the NASCAR and Pro Football 
Hall of Fames, will counter 
with Denny Hamlin and Mar-

tin Truex Jr. Gibbs has won 
five previous Cup 

championships 
(and three Super 
Bowls) but none 
with Hamlin or 
Truex.

It is a winner-
take-all con-
clusion at sold-

out Phoenix, 

where Elliott’s victory a year 
ago clinched the first Cup 
championship for NASCAR’s 
most pop- ular driver. 
Hendrick will be the 

favorite behind nine-race 
winner Larson and its on-
track domination this season: 
Alex Bowman’s win Sunday 
at Martinsville Speedway 
was the fourth in a row for 
Hendrick and 16th through 35 
races.

But Bowman’s 
win triggered 
tension that 
should car-
ry through 
t h e  w e e k 
a n d  i nto 
Sunday’s 
f i n a l e . 
Hamlin, a 
Virginia na-
tive and five-

time Martinsville winner, 
was spun from the lead by 
Bowman to the surprise plea-
sure of what should have been 
Hamlin’s home crowd.

When he later drove his car 
to the frontstretch to prevent 
a Bowman victory celebra-

tion—Hamlin flipped both 
middle fingers at Bow-

man through his wind-
shield—the crowd 
drowned out his in-
terview over the pub-
lic address system 
with resounding 
boos.

Hamlin blamed 
t h e  ba c k l a sh  on 

SEE NASCAR, B5

SEE RODgERS, B2

SEE DESHAzO, B3

SEE WILDCATS, B6
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aP ToP 25
SATURDAY’S GAMES
No. 1 Georgia vs. Missouri, noon
No. 2 Cincinnati vs. Tulsa, 3:30
No. 3 Alabama vs. LSU, 7
No. 5 Michigan State 
  at Purdue, 3:30 p.m.
No. 6 Ohio State 
  at Nebraska, noon
No. 7 Oregon 
  at Washington, 7:30 p.m.
No. 8 Notre Dame 
  vs. Navy, 3:30 p.m.
No. 9 Michigan 
  vs. Indiana, 7:30 p.m.
No. 10 Wake Forest 
  at North Carolina, noon
No. 11 Oklahoma State 
  at West Virginia, 3:30 p.m.
No. 12 Auburn 
  at No. 13 Texas A&M, 3:30
No. 14 Baylor at TCU, 3:30

No. 15 Old Miss vs. Liberty, noon
No. 16 UTSA at UTEP, 10:15
No. 17 BYU vs. Idaho State, 3
No. 18 Kentucky 
  vs. Tennessee, 7 p.m.
No. 19 Iowa at Northwestern, 7
No. 20 Houston 
  at South Florida, 7:30 p.m.
No. 21 Coastal Carolina 
  at Georgia Southern, 6 p.m.
No. 22 Penn State 
  at Maryland, 3:30 p.m.
No. 23 SMU at Memphis, noon
No. 25 Fresno State 
  vs. Boise State, 7 p.m.

ReGIoN
FRIDAY’S GAME
Virginia Tech at Boston
   College, late

SATURDAY’S GAMES
Old Dominion at FIU, 7

William & Mary at Delaware, 1
VMI at East Tennessee State, 1
Gardner-Webb at Hampton, 1
Towson at Richmond, 2 P.M.
Norfolk State 
  at N.C. Central, 2 p.m.
Campbell 
  at James Madison, 3:30
Virginia-Wise at Catawba, 1
Virginia State 
  at Virginia Union, 2 p.m.
Norwich at Catholic, noon
Southern Virginia 
  at N.C. Wesleyan, noon
Bridgewater 
  at Hampden-Sydney, 1 p.m.
Ferrum at Washington & Lee, 1
Apprentice at Shenandoah, 1
Christ.Newport at Rowan, 1 p.m.
Emory & Henry at Guilford, 1
LaGrange at Averett, 1 p.m.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Carter Berg’s goal in the second 
overtime period Friday lifted the host 
University of Mary Washington men’s 
soccer team to a 2–1 victory over 
Wisconsin-Whitewater in a Coast 2 
Coast Athletic Conference tourna-
ment semifinal.

The second-seeded Eagles (10–5–2) 
advanced to Saturday’s final against 
top-seeded Christopher Newport at 
1 p.m. at the Battleground Complex on 
Hanover Street. They’ll be seeking their 
fourth consecutive conference title after 
winning three straight Capital Athletic 
Conference crowns from 2017–19.

Jalen Holley gave Wisconsin-White-
water (15–7–1) a 1–0 lead in the game’s 
fifth minute Friday, but Courtland High 
School graduate Jeremy Hokenson tied 
things for UMW shortly before half-

time on an assist from Kevin Spence.
The teams then played a scoreless 

second half and first overtime period 
before Berg won it in the 107th minute.

Ken Kurtz made seven saves in goal 
for the Eagles.

VoLLeYBaLL
Jordan Lyons and Aidan Finnegan 

each had eight kills in UMW’s 25–14, 
25–10, 25–14 C2C quarterfinal victory 
over Mount Mary (Wisc.) Friday in 
Milwaukee.

Lauren Foley had 23 digs and nd 
Makenna Santinga 11 for the Eagles 
(19–11) while Krista Rodgers added 
seven kills. UMW advanced to play 
Christopher Newport in the semifi-
nals, which finished after Free Lance–
Star press time Friday night.

Berg, Eagles reach C2C men’s soccer final

a Springfield native who gradu-
ated from UMW in the spring, 
decided to use it, enrolling in a 
graduate program.

The chance to play one final 
season “was a big part of my 
decision,” Welch said. “I kind of 
knew I would go the grad school 
route, anyway. But having 
missed last year, I really wanted 
to have a final season of basket-
ball, and I wanted to do it with 
this group and with the coach-
ing staff here.”

It begins Saturday night when 
the Eagle men play their first 
game in 617 days, facing Mount 
Aloysius (Pa.) in the Penn State–
Harrisburg Tipoff Tournament. 
Unlike most court dates, this 
one is highly anticipated.

UMW’s Marcus Kahn has 
spent two decades as a college 
coach and knows that early-sea-
son games are rarely aestheti-
cally pleasing. How much more 
rust will 20 months between 

contests require shaking off?
“I have no idea what to ex-

pect,” Kahn said with a laugh. “I 
just know the guys are excited 
and will play hard. But it’s not 
going to be pretty basketball, I 
wouldn’t think.”

UMW’s women open their 
season at home on Monday 
night against Lynchburg. All 
spectators at UMW home game 
this season will be required to 
wear masks and show proof 
of vaccination or evidence of 

a recent negative 
PCR COVID test 
or negative antigen 
test. 

In Kahn’s six 
seasons in charge, 
UMW’s men have 
played an up-
tempo style that 

requires a high level of fitness. 
Therefore, much of the Eagles’ 
preseason workouts centered 
on conditioning. It wasn’t quite 
like “Hoosiers,” when Gene 
Hackman’s character, Norman 
Dale, put his high school charg-
es through boot camp without 
taking a shot, but cardiovascu-
lar training was a priority.

“We talked a lot about that, 
telling them that they had 
to come back in better shape 
than they’d been in their lives, 
because we don’t have a lot of 
time,” Kahn said. “I think our 
guys did a good job. ... but I 
think the soreness from two-a-
days felt a lot worse.”

“The easy part has been 
getting the energy level up in 
practice. The guys have been so 

excited. The challenge has been 
controlling the pace and trying 
not to do too much too early 
from a coaching standpoint, not 
getting ahead of ourselves, be-
cause we’re all so anxious to get 
back to it. Every year, seniors 
try to force it a little bit, and it’s 
even more so this year.”

Fortunately for Kahn, he has a 
relatively experienced team that 
was happy to go the extra mile.

“We have a group of hard-
working guys who have taken it 
personally to do a little extra,” 
Welch said. “On days when we 
don’t have as much team stuff, 
we’ll do a sprint workout or go 
for a run. The skill was always 
there, but until you’re back full-
time, you’re not in the shape 
you need to be in.”

UMW’s teams were limited 
to indoor masked workouts in 
groups of four last winter. In the 
spring, they were allowed two 
weeks of masked team practice.

Said Kahn: “We used that 
time to get ready. We said, ‘let’s 
pretend we’re a college foot-
ball team, and this is spring 

ball,’ knowing what this year’s 
schedule would be like.”

The ball is still round and the 
basket is still 10 feet above the 
court, which measures the stan-
dard 94 feet. But reacquainting 
themselves with the routine 
may be the Eagles’ biggest chal-
lenge.

“I’ve got to get myself back 
in coaching shape, getting used 
to riding a bus for three hours,” 
Kahn said.

Giving players an extra year 
of eligibility may complicate fu-
ture roster decisions, although 
roughly half of UMW’s men 
may be playing their final sea-
sons. That’s a problem that can 
wait, though. For now, getting 
back on the court is enticement 
enough.

“It’s been exciting,” Kahn 
said. “The easy part has been 
getting the energy level up in 
practice. The guys are so excit-
ed. The challenge is not getting 
ahead of ourselves. We’re all so 
anxious to get back to it.”
Steve DeShazo: 374-5443
sdeshazo@freelancestar.com

DeShazo
► FROM B1
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After not playing last spring, 
UMW’s Riley Welch (12) is 
happy to return to the Eagles.

Kahn



By KURT NICOLL
FOR THE FREE LANCE-STAR

The Fredericksburg 
Christian softball team 
ventured into uncharted 
territory Tuesday with a 
10–0 blanking of guest 
Roanoke Catholic in a 
VISAA Division 2 quar-
terfinal game.

The victory moved the 
Eagles within two victo-
ries of the school’s first 
state title for a girls’ sport. 
The girls’ volleyball team 
has reached the finals 
previously, while the FCS 
football team has won its 
own state crown.

The Eagles (11–2) turn 
their attention to Thurs-

day’s semifinal against St. 
Margaret’s (a 15–0 winner 
over Norfolk Christian on 
Tuesday) at the Dinwiddie 
Sports Complex. The vic-
tor plays top-seeded Nan-
semond River in Friday’s 
final. Both games start at 
3 p.m.

“It brings us confidence: 
we’re all ready to go, bring 
home a state champion-
ship,” said eighth-grade 
leadoff batter Rylie John-
son. “Trying to bring 
home a state champion-
ship. Do it for FCS, do it for 
us, and our name.”

Johnson had two hits, 
including a two-run home 
run, and was robbed of a 
possible second homer 
when Celtics’ Iffy Osuorah 
made a spectacular back-
handed catch in right-cen-
ter field in the fifth inning.

Senior pitcher Paige 
Bachman admitted she 
didn’t have her best stuff 
on Tuesday, but the Lib-
erty University-bound se-
nior had the Celtics (7–6) 
stymied with her fastball, 
changeup and screwball. “

We weren’t sure what 
we would have this year,” 
she said after allowing 
only two hits while strik-
ing out 12. “We weren’t 

SPORTS
INSIDE 

<< NATIONALS FALL AGAIN 
Washington leaves 11 runners on base 
in second straight loss to Cubs. B5

CELTICS TOP WIZARDS
Washington falls in NBA play-in game, 
must face Indiana on Thursday. B6
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COMING UP >> CAPITALS TRY TO BOUNCE BACK IN GAME 3 AGAINST BRUINS

FaLL aLL-aRea: GOLF

FCS SOFTBALL TEAM 
ROLLS INTO STATE 
SEMIFINALS WITH WIN

PREP SOFTBALL

ROANOKE CATHOLIC        0
FRED. CHRISTIAN                10

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Thirteen was not the 
lucky number Tuesday 
night for the winless 
Fredericksburg Nation-
als, who fell to 0–13 in 
their inaugural season 
with a 14–3 loss to visit-
ing Salem.

The Red Sox roughed 
up Fredericksburg start-
er Pedro González (0–3) 
for six first-inning runs 
and cruised from there, 
scoring four more times 
in the fourth inning, 
twice in the sixth and 
once each in the eighth 
and ninth. 

Joe Davis went 3 for 5 
with a double and four 
RBIs for Salem, and 
Will Dalton hit a solo 
home run as the Red Sox 
amassed 12 hits on the 
night.  Shortstop Mat-
thew Lugo scored three 
times.

Salem starter Ryan 
Zeferjahn allowed two 
hits in four scoreless 
innings before turn-
ing matters over to his 
bullpen.

Fredericksburg avoid-
ed the shutout on sev-
enth-inning RBI singles 
from Jake Randa and 
Braian Fernandez and 
a Salem fielding error. 
Randa had two of the 
Nationals’ five hits on 
the night, including a 
double.

The FredNats will try 
again for their first vic-
tory since moving south 
from Woodbridge on 
Wednesday night at 
7:05 p.m. in the second 
game of the six-game 
series.

Right-hander Mitchell 
Parker (0–1, 5.87 ERA), 
who struck out eight in 
3 2/3 innings in his last 
start before hitting his 
predetermined pitch 
count, is scheduled to 
start on the mound for 
Fredericksburg. 

Bradley Blalock (0–0, 
1.50) is Salem’s projected 
starter.

LOW-A-EAST

SALEM                               14
FREDERICKSBURG            3

Family didn’t 
trump football in 
the Oliver house-

hold—at least not on 
Friday nights.

Matt Oliver learned 
that lesson pain-
fully in the 1990s, 
when he was Orange 
High School’s start-
ing quarterback. The 
Hornets were facing 
Chancellor, where his 
father Bob was then 
the Chargers’ defen-
sive coordinator, and 
Matt knew better than 
to expect literal kid-
glove treatment.

“I believe I had No. 
40 and 48 imprinted 
on both sides of my 
jersey,” he said with a 
laugh on Tuesday. “... 
He blitzed me on ev-
ery single down, and I 
would have expected 
nothing less. That was 
a week of no talk-
ing before the game, 
and probably for two 
weeks after.”

Father and son 
eventually made up. 
But that story pretty 
well captures Oliver, 
who died at age 65 
after suffering a mas-
sive heart attack last 
Saturday: relentless on 
the field, and accord-
ing to his son, “a teddy 
bear” off it.

“The first things 
that come to mind are 
toughness and inten-
sity,” Courtland coach 
J.C. Hall said.

Tough enough to 
survive being struck 
by lightning twice and 
to coach a game while 
being besieged by 
kidney stones, Oliver 
eventually became 
Chancellor’s head 
coach for 19 seasons 
before heart issues 
forced him to retire 
after the 2016 season.

He also coached 
baseball and has 
the unique claim of 
guiding two future 
NFL players (offen-
sive lineman Darnell 
Alford and current 
Carolina Panthers de-
fensive lineman Yetur 
Gross-Matos) and two 
players chosen in the 
first 40 picks of the 
Major League Baseball 
draft (Matt Halloran 
and Chris Stowe). He’s 
part of Chancellor’s 
first hall of fame class. 

Still, football was 
his passion. He’s the 

Oliver was 
‘merciless’ 
on field,  
a ‘teddy  
bear’ off it

FiLE / MikE MORONES  
/ THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Bob Oliver’s passion 
was evident in 19 
seasons as head 
coach at Chancellor.
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a change of scenery didn’t slow down Massaponax’s Grayson Wood, The Free Lance-star’s all-area golfer of the year.

By JOEy LOMONACO
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

It’s hardly uncommon for 
lifelong golfers to claim they 
“grew up on the course.” Ken 
Wood takes the metaphor a 
step further: A golf course 
helped raise his two sons.

When it became clear that 
Grayson Wood’s interest in the 
sport was enduring, his father 
put a credit card on file at Lee’s 
Hill Golf Club, no questions 
asked.

“It’s like having an 18-hole 
babysitter, really,” Ken Wood 
said.

The investment has paid 
off--and on more than one oc-
casion. Back in 2016, Marshall 
Wood claimed Free Lance-Star 

golfer of the year honors, and 
this spring, Grayson ensured 
the accolade would return to 
the family.

After starting his high school 
career at James Monroe, where 

he seized the top spot in the 
Yellow Jackets’ lineup as an 
eighth-grader, Grayson Wood 
transferred to Massaponax 
last summer. His father lives in 
the Panthers’ district, and the 
move made sense from a social 
standpoint as well.

“You get a kid like that and 
it just completely changes the 
outlook of your season,” Mas-
saponax golf coach Dave Sie-
gelman said.

Wood’s arrival allowed Sie-
gelman to shift his golfers 
down a spot in the lineup, 
improving both their pros-
pects and comfort level in 
competitive play. While Wood 
routinely exceeds 300 yards off 
the tee--an impressive feat for 
the 5-foot-9, 155-pound soph-

omore--it was his restraint and 
strategy that rubbed off daily 
on his Massaponax teammates.

“He plays a smart game, and 
I think our golfers saw that,” 
Siegelman said.

His banner season was fore-
shadowed by his very first 
hole. The Panthers opened 
their season with a nine-hole 
match at The Gauntlet in Staf-
ford. Wood wasn’t thrilled 
that neither the putting green 
nor driving range were open 
for warmups. He also wasn’t 
fond of the conditions on No. 9, 
where he started his round.

“It was the worst-looking 
green I’ve ever seen in my life,” 
he said.

SEE DEShAzO, B2

Massaponax’s Wood 
upheld family tradition

SchEDuLE

FALL ALL-AREA
This week, The Free Lance-Star 
unveils our Fall All-Area high 
school sports teams. Here is the 
schedule:
TODAY: Golf
ThuRSDAY: Cross country
FRIDAY: Volleyball
SATuRDAY: Field hockey
SuNDAY: Football

SEE WOOD, B2

PETER CiHELkA / THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Fredericksburg Christian’s Jenna White scores as 
Roanoke Catholic’s amelia Hannick takes a throw.

Eagles 
seeking 
VISAA 
crown

SEE EAgLES, B3

FredNats drOP 
13tH straIGHt
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FALL ALL-AREA: GOLF

BRADY FALK 
Riverbend
The senior lead the Bears in 
scoring in every match and 
won Commonwealth District 
medalist honors by six strokes 
with a 72.

BEN HARDING 
Stafford
The senior was the Indians’ low 
scorer for the season and tied 
for 13th in the Class 5 state 
championships with a 4-over-
par 76.

DREW HARDING 
Stafford
The senior nearly joined his 
brother at the state champion-
ships, but lost out on the fi nal 
individual spot in a region 5D 
playoff.

GRAYSON MARGHEIM 
Mountain View
The Wildcats’ junior qualifi ed 
for the state championships 
for the fi rst time by shoot-
ing an 85 at the Region 5D 
competition.

ZANE MOORE 
Louisa
The senior won sub-Region 
4B medalist honors and made 
his fourth straight state tourna-
ment appearance, fi nishing 
18th.

HONORABLE 
MENTION

PLAYER 
OF THE YEAR

COACH
OF THE YEAR

BRETT DeGALLERY 
Riverbend
He led the Bears to the 
Commonwealth District team 
championship and a third-
place fi nish in Region 6B.

Nathan Amos, Culpeper
M.J. Brahler, Colonial Forge
Scott Clore, Orange
Kai Crockett, Chancellor
Brett DeGallery, Riverbend
Michael Hall, Riverbend
Ryan Hall, Mountain View
A.J. Hartley, Colonial Forge
Jack Hayden, Courtland
Luke Jarrell, Orange
Irish Leonardo, Eastern View
Colton Metzgar, Culpeper
Jason Mills, Eastern View
Joel Priebe,
 Fredericksburg Christian
Gage Robson, Eastern View
Peter Scott, Eastern View
Andrew Senkus, Riverbend
Andrew Steis, Massaponax
Charlie Welsh, Courtland

ROUNDUP

Yellow Jackets rally for victory

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Jordy Mendoza Ortega 
scored the game-winning 
goal in overtime as James 
Monroe overcame an early 
3–0 deficit to defeat Spot-
sylvania 5–3 in a Battle-
field District boys’ soccer 
game Tuesday night.

Kavain Rahiab had two 
goals and two assists, and 
Randy Garcia scored twice 
with one assist for the 
Yellow Jackets. Isaac Diaz  
and Hue Keeler also had 
assists.

BOYS SOCCER

KING GeoRGe 4, 
CoURTLaND 2

The Foxes were led by 
A.J. Dale, who tallied two 
goals, and Nathan Kale, 
who scored one, in their 
Battlefield District victory 
over the Cougars.

Allessandro Carrennate 
and Adrian Velez each 
contriubuted a goal for 
Courtland.

K i ng  G eorge  (2–0) 
will travel to Caroline on 
Wednesday.

CoLoNIaL FoRGe 5, 
STaFFoRD 1

Sammy Fritton-Am-
orose had a goal and two 
assists in the Eagles’ Com-
monwealth District vic-
tory.

 Jack Lausten, Keith 
Skudi, Jake Cover and 
Malachi Pitts also scored 
for Colonial Forge (4–1), 
which visits Brooke Point 
on Friday.

GIRLS SOCCER

CoURTLaND 6, 
KING GeoRGe 0

The Cougars were led 
by Sydney Nezitt scor-
ing three goals. Caitlyn 
Hokenson, Hannah Aiken 

and Daijah Durante each 
contributed a goal in the 
shutout vicoty over the 
Foxes.

Suraia Abud, Amanda 
Trapp, Amber Ignudo, and 
Durante each tallied an 
assist, and Madison Mc-
Dermott contriubuted two 
assists.

Courtland (3–2) will 
host James Monroe on 
Tuesday.

MoUNTaIN VIeW 7, 
BRooKe PoINT 1

Ruby Darling led the 
Wildcats with two goals in 
a Commonwealth District 
victory over the Black-
Hawks.

Catherine Dittmer, 
Molly Ferland and Lauren 
Forgas each contributed a 
goal. Hailey Baltzelle and 
Alex Mullen tallied one 
goal and two assits each.

Mountain View (5–0) 
will host Riverbend on 
Thursday.

CoLoNIaL FoRGe 12, 
STaFFoRD 1

The Eagles were on the 
attack most of the night 
with Ava Kertgate and 
Sasha Fields, each scoring 
two goals.

Jaelei Spears and Alexa 
Kaley each tallied two 
goals and an assist. Maci 
Landel and Aria De Silva 
each had a goal and an 
assist in the victory. Ava 
Hecker had one goal and 
four assists, Avery Bonner 
tallied one goal, and Maria 
Walsh contributed two 
assists.

Colonial Forge (3–2) 
will host Brooke Point on 
Friday.

CULPePeR 7, 
LIBeRTY 3

Amber Fairfax led the 
Blue Devils with five goals. 
Fairfax was assisted on a 
goal scoring header by her 
sister, Autumn Fairfax.

Ceejay Morgan and Eden 
Whiteside each contriub-
uted a goal in the victory.

Lily Clayton scored all 
three goals for the Eagles.

Culpeper (3-3) will trav-
el to Millbrook on Friday.

JaMeS MoNRoe 2, 
SPoTSYLVaNIa 1

Charlotte Snead and 
Isabel Whitman scored 
goals for the Yellow Jack-
ets, with Hannah Christy 
and Yamileth Abraham-
Reyes earning assists. 

SOFTBALL

MoUNTaIN VIeW 9, 
BRooKe PoINT 6

The Wildcats scored 
four runs in the fifth in-
ning to take the lead and 
go on to beat the Black-
Hawks.

Cierra Foss had two hits 
for Brooke Point.

Annalise Pudimott had 
two hits and two RBIs  
for the Wildcats. Teagan 
Levesque contributed a 
run and two hits.
 R H E
Brooke Point 002 010 1  — 4 9 2
Mountain View 200 040 X  — 6 8 3

NOELLE STERNER, Cierra Foss and 
Chambers. L. FRITZ and A. Franklin.

CoLoNIaL BeaCh 9, 
NoRThUMBeRLaND 6

Taylor Moss went 4  
for 4 with two doubles, 
a triple and three RBI’s 
to lead the Drifters over 
the Indians in a Northern 
Neck District game.

Cora Bowler went 3 for 
4 with two doubles and 
a run scored for Colonial 
Beach and Madison Sherer 
had a double and RBI.

The Drifters (1–4) travel 
to Lancaster on Thursday.
 R H E
North. 301 011 0  — 6 16 1
Colonial Beach 311 022 X  — 9 15 0

LEWIS, and Grilakis. MADISON 
BROWN and Addison Henehan.

BOYS TENNIS

RIVeRBeND 5, 
CoLoNIaL FoRGe 4
Singles: Jack Wexler (Rb) d. 
Gabe Gillespie 10-0; (Chase 
Catullo) (Rb) d. Boone Orton 10-

2; Jake Porzeinski (CF) d. Ryan 
Catullo 10-7; Jack Scrivani (Rb) 
d. Josh Addis 10-2; Bryce Putney 
(CF) d. Gavin White 10-5; Jake 
Stratton (CF) d. Dave Chandra 
10-5.
Doubles: Wexler/R. Catullo 
(Rb) d. Gillespie/Orton 10-2; C. 
Catullo/Scrivani (Rb) d. Addis/
Porzeinski 10-5; Putney/Stratton 
(CF) d. White/Chandra 10-5.
Next match: Riverbend will host 
the fi rst round of Regionals 
Monday.

GIRLS TENNIS
JaMeS MoNRoe 8, 
SPoTSYLVaNIa 1
Singles: Claire Kingsley (JM) d. 
Melia Smith 8-0; Olivia Adams 
(JM) d. Emmy Harold 8-0; Piper 
Kingsley (JM) d. Kaitlyn Bowling 
8-1; Nicole Weber (JM) d. Abby 
Rose 8-0; Kayleigh Nelson (Sp) d. 
Margaret Rowe 4-2 Forfeit; Addie 
Gleason (JM) d. Sandy Medley 
8-0.
Doubles: Bella McDermott/Hollis 
Glancey (JM) d. Smith/Harold 
8-3; C. Kingsley/P. Kingsley (JM) 
d. Bowling/Rose 8-0; Gleason/
Ana Helen (JM) d. Nelson/Med-
ley 8-0.

CoLoNIaL FoRGe 8, 
MoUNTaIN VIeW 1
Singles: Caroline Bugnell (CF) 
d. Kaitlyn Williams 10-0; Helen 
Choi (CF) d. S. Singh 10-10, 7-9; 
Michelle Choi (CF) d. Katelynn 
Calvert 10-2; Adelle Bloom (CF) 
d. V. Parage 10-1; A. Miller (MV) 
d. Brianna Wahl 10-2; Lexie Loder 
(CF) d. J. Muturi 10-7.
Doubles: H. Choi/M. Choi (CF) 
d. Williams/Singh 8-5; Bloom/
Wahl (CF) d. Calvert/Muturi 8-3; 
Loder/Rachel Regling (CF) d. 
Dawn Forrest/Miller 8-3.

Monday’s results

GIRLS TENNIS
RIVeRBeND 7, 
BRooKe PoINT 2
Singles: Kendall Chang (R) d. 
Abby Tivin  10–0; Maya Jani (R) 
d. Victoria Rios 10–6; Rachel 
Marcus (R) d. Zhaleen Emerson 
10–8; Sophia Long (R) d. Gloria 
Johnson 10–8; Reilly O’Brien (R) 
d. Paige Gillespie 10–1; Cheyenne 
Smith  (BP) d. M. Mills 10–8.
Doubles:  Chang/Jani (R) d. 
Emerson/Johnson 8–2; Tivin/
Rios (BP) d. Long/O’Brien 8–3; 
Mills/A. Scrivani (R) d. Smith/O. 
Ohleger 8–6.

GRAYSON WOOD 
Massaponax
Despite missing the Com-
monwealth District meet due 
to COVID-19 protocols, the 
sophomore tied for 10th in the 
Class 6 state championships.

ALL-AREA TEAM

COUGARS, WILDCATS, 
EAGLES AND JACKETS 
POST GIRLS’ SOCCER 
VICTORIES

Chargers’ winningest head 
coach (116–88, including 
a 2008 state semifinal ap-
pearance). And the former 
undersized linebacker 
from Division III Emory 
& Henry passed on that 
intensity to his charges 
(and his Chargers).

“I challenge anyone to 
convince me there’s a bet-
ter defensive coordinator 
in the state of Virginia,” 
said Tony DeMarco, 
who coached with and 
under Oliver at Chancel-
lor and later faced him as 
Riverbend’s head coach. 
“He would stop you from 
running the football, and 
if you couldn’t figure out 
how to beat him some 
other way, you were done.”

Courtland’s Hall faced 
Oliver annually for 15 
seasons when the county 
rivals met. The Cougars’ 
Wing-T offense—which 
Hall ran as a player and 
now coaches—gener-
ally gave opponents fits 
with its misdirection, but 
Oliver seemed to have a 
personal Rosetta Stone.

“I would stay up way 
more hours the week 
of the Chancellor game 
than for anybody else,” 
Hall said, “making sure 
that from an execution 
standpoint, everything 
was exactly right—and 
even trying to throw in a 
wrinkle to fool him.”

But in the off-season, 
Hall and Oliver would 
meet as friends. Oliver 
reminded Hall of his 
mentor, hall of fame coach 

Ken Brown, despite their 
differing personalities.

“When we sat down 
and talked, he taught me 
more, not only about his 
defense, but about the 
Wing-T,” said Hall, who 
will serve as a pallbearer 
at Oliver’s funeral on 
Saturday. “He gave me a 
lot more answers that I 
thought existed.”

DeMarco said Oliver 
demanded the most from 
his players and joked that 
when they faced Orange, 
“They took out [their 
aggression] on his son. 
I think they sacked him 
eight times. [Oliver] was 
merciless.”

“He pushed them hard, 
and they complained about 
it,” DeMarco said. “But 
when you get a little older, 
you realize, ‘He pushed me 
to make me good.’ ”

One of those players is 
Jason Brown, who quar-
terbacked Oliver’s most 
talented team in 2016—a 
squad that included 
Gross-Matos and receiver 
E.J. Jenkins, who recently 
transferred along with 
Brown to the University of 
South Carolina after two 
seasons at St. Francis (Pa.).

“He always had your 
best interest in mind, on 
and off the field,” Brown 
said of Oliver. “I could talk 
to him about anything. 
After he was done teach-
ing, I would go into his 
office and talk to him just 
about life. He was always 
there for us.

“He just wanted to win. 
He was very passionate 
about what he did.”
Steve DeShazo: 374-5443

sdeshazo@freelancestar.com

DeShazo
► FROM B1

File / Mike Morones / The Free lance–sTar

Courtland’s J.C. Hall (left) and Chancellor coach 
Bob Oliver became good friends off the field.

Considering the circumstances, 
Wood didn’t think he had much 
chance of sinking the 15-foot birdie 
putt awaiting him. But he did, then 
went on to shoot a season-low nine-
hole score of 33.

He’d face bigger obstacles than 
patchy fescue.

Just as Wood began gearing up 
for the high school postseason, 
Marshall Wood tested positive for 
COVID-19. As a close contact of 
his sibling’s, Grayson was forced to 
quarantine.

“It was most definitely scary,” 
Wood said of the ordeal. “It was a 
little bumpy for a while there.”

Five days after going into isola-
tion, Wood tested negative, allow-
ing him to practice but not play. The 
Virginia High School League’s man-
datory 14-day quarantine forced 
him to miss the Commonwealth 
District tournament at Fawn Lake 

Golf Club.
“That was the lowlight,” Ken 

Wood said.
The highlight would come a week 

later, when Wood returned to fire a 
season-low round of 71 at the Region 
6B tournament, finishing second. 
He went on to tie 10th at the Class 
6 state tournament despite playing 
most of his round in a torrential 
downpour.

While Wood is technically a 
sophomore, he has just one more 
season of high school golf remain-

ing. He plans to graduate a year 
early, in May 2022, to attend the Ju-
nior Players Golf Academy in Hilton 
Head, S.C.

The full-time academy, which is 
often referred to as the IMG Acade-
my of golf, will also afford Wood op-
portunities to play on the Hurricane 
Junior Golf Tour. He’s currently 
third in VSGA’s junior rankings.

“There’s a lot more exposure [for 
recruiting]” he said. “And I love the 
atmosphere down there.”

Siegelman noted that Wood has 
just two boxes left to check on his 
high school golf resume: individual 
regional and state champion. He’s 
willing to offer emotional support 
in those pursuits but doesn’t feel 
qualified for much beyond that.

“In terms of his actual golfing 
skills, there’s not anything I’m going 
to teach,” Siegelman said. “He’s way 
past my abilities being able to coach 
him up.”
Joey LoMonaco: 540/368-5045
jlomonaco@freelancestar.com
@joeylomonaco

WooD
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Grayson Wood joins his brother 
Marshall in winning the honor.



By IAN NICHOLAS QUILLEN
AssociAted Press

WA S H I N G T O N—D a m i a n 
Lillard scored 32 points, Gary 
Trent Jr. added 26 while hitting 
seven 3-pointers and the short-
handed Portland Trail Blazers 
held on for a 132–121 victory 
over the Washington Wizards 
on Tuesday night.

Enes Kanter had 14 points 
and 15 rebounds for Portland, 
which improved to 2–2 on its 
six-game road trip.

Carmelo Anthony had 21 
points off the bench and Rob-
ert Covington added 19 for the 
Blazers, who have been without 
starters CJ McCollum (foot), Ju-
suf Nurkic (wrist) and Derrick 

Jones Jr. (foot) for at least three 
games each.

Interim starter Nassir Little 
was also out Tuesday with a 
sprained left knee.

Russell Westbrook had a 
triple-double with 17 points, 
12 rebounds and 10 assists for 
Washington, the only NBA 
team without five victories this 
season.

Bradley Beal scored 37 points 
and Rui Hachimura added 24 
for the Wizards, who were at-
tempting to record consecutive 

wins for just the second time.
But the Blazers leaped to an 

early 26–7 lead with an 18–0 
run, even as Lillard start-
ed slowly. Trent made two 
3-pointers during the spurt, 
and Hood and Covington each 
added one.

Lillard finally scored his first 
points on a baseline jumper 
with 3:45 during a first quarter 
that ended with Portland hold-
ing a 40–23 advantage.

Washington got no closer 
than six until the fourth, when 
Beal, Hachimura, Davis Bertans 
and Deni Avdija all hit 3-point-
ers during a 14–6 run to close it 

By TAFT COGHILL JR.
tHe Free LANce–stAr

Washington & Lee High 
School has canceled two of the 
three Virginia High School 
League sports seasons.

Eagles athletic director Spen-
cer Sadler said administrators 
have agreed not to participate 
in fall sports which begin this 
week, with football practice 
slated to start on Thursday.

Washington & Lee also has 
cross country and volleyball in 
the fall.

The Eagles previously can-
celed the winter season because 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Winter sports include boys and 
girls basketball and wrestling.

Sadler said school officials are 
cautiously optimistic about the 
spring season. The Eagles aren’t 
the only school in the Northern 
Neck District that won’t have 
a fall season. Essex also an-
nounced last week it won’t com-
pete in fall sports.

Colonial Beach, Lancaster, 
Northumberland and Rappah-
annock haven’t announced de-
cisions regarding the fall.

“I’m bummed, but I guess 
there are other schools in our 
district that aren’t going for-
ward with it,” Sadler said. “So 
that makes it a difficult season 
when we’re trying to piece it to-
gether anyway. It was just very 
complicated to try to get things 
together.”

Sadler noted that the School 
Board left the decision up to the 
W&L staff and Superintendent 
Michael Perry.

Sadler said one issue was that 
athletes may not be in shape 
enough to get through the sea-
son after such a long layoff.

“We were really concerned 

about the de-conditioning of the 
kids,” Sadler said.

Sadler said the Eagles are 
exploring intramural sports for 
athletes that missed out on a 
fall and winter season. Spring 
sports remain a possibility.

Another complicating fac-
tor for the football team is that 
W&L has yet to hire a varsity 
head coach. Joe Taylor resigned 
over the summer after three 
seasons. Sadler said the Eagles 
are still searching for the perfect 
fit and now they have more time 
to make a hire.
Taft Coghill Jr: 540/374-5526
tcoghill@freelancestar.com 

By MICHAEL PHILLIPS
ricHmoNd times-disPAtcH

Michael Vick is known as one 
of the greatest college quarter-
backs, but he didn’t set Virginia 
Tech’s record for most rushing 
touchdowns by a quarterback in 
a season.

That mark belonged to Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers head coach 
Bruce Arians, who ran for 11 
touchdowns in the 1974 season. 
Jerod Evans finally broke the 
mark 42 years later with 12.

“It took him 14 games. That’s 
an asterisk,” Arians said with a 
laugh. “I got it in 11.”

That 1974 season laid the 
foundation for Arians’ coaching 
career, which continues Sunday 
as he leads the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers in Super Bowl LV.

Arians had graduated the 
year before, and applied for a job 
teaching and coaching football 
at a junior high school in Vir-
ginia. He was turned down, and 
asked new Hokies coach Jimmy 
Sharpe if he could come back for 
a fifth season.

The team went a lackluster 
4–7. Arians, though, was im-
pressed by Sharpe.

“Jimmy taught me how to 
make the players believe that 
they’re gonna win every single 
game, even though they prob-
ably didn’t have a chance—be-
cause we stunk,” he said Mon-
day. “But we went on the field 
every time thinking we were 
going to win the game.”

Aside from his 11 rushing 
touchdowns, Arians set another 
record that season that will 
probably never be broken. He 
played in games during the day, 
and worked as a bartender at 
night at the since-closed Carl-
isle’s in Blacksburg.

“I probably violated some 
NCAA rule,” he wrote in his 
autobiography. “But I needed 
that dollar-an-hour and the free 
steaks.”

Spending an extra season in 
Blacksburg also allowed Arians 
to meet a freshman player from 
Pennsylvania, Nick Rapone, 
who has also made a career of 
coaching and is now Tampa’s 

SPORTS
INSIDE 

<< TERPS EDGE PURDUE
Ayala’s two late free throw give Maryland’s 
NCAA tournament résumé a boost. B2

MORE DISDAIN FOR REED
PGA’s most polarizing player is in the 
middle of another controversy. B6

FREDERICKSBURG, VA.THE FREE LANCE–STARWedNeSdAy, FebruAry 3, 2021SECTION B WEDNESDAy

COMING UP >> VIRGINIA AIMS TO REBOUND AT N.C. STATE

BUCCANEERS’ COACH LAID 
FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE 
SUCCESS IN BLACKSBURG

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

PRO FOOTBALL

PRO BASKETBALL

TRAIL BLAZERS                           132
WIZARDS                                        121

Smoking isn’t a 
crime, but it’s 
demonstrably 

bad for your health. 
The same could be 
said for sports gam-
bling, which is now 
legal in Virginia as of 
last week and, just like 
cigarettes, can raise 
your blood pressure-
-and perhaps deplete 
your bank account.

This isn’t a sermon, 
just a bit of friendly 
advice that you can 
take or leave. Just re-
member that famous 
old saying about casi-
nos: They don’t build 
themselves.

So if you want to 
gamble—if it en-
hances your enjoy-
ment of games, fights 
and races—have at it. 
Just remember to limit 
your investment to 
what you can afford to 
lose.

Just in time for 
Sunday’s Super Bowl, 
FanDuel, DraftKings, 
BetMGM, and BetRiv-
ers sportsbooks are 
up and running in the 
commonwealth. Users 
cannot bet on in-state 
college games (for 
logical reasons), but 
most other contests 
are fair game.

For the Super Bowl, 
among hundreds of 
other options, you can 
bet on who wins the 
game or the coin toss; 
the order of com-
mercials shown; and 
whether groundbreak-
ing female official Sar-
ah Thomas wears her 
hair in a pony tail or 
under her cap. No lie: 
There’s even a bet as 
to which head coach’s 
nostrils will be visible 
first under his mask.

No, we don’t have a 
gambling problem.

With demand ris-
ing, pro leagues finally 
on board and pan-
demic-related budget 
shortfalls everywhere, 
it’s not surprising that 
Virginia lawmak-
ers finally approved 
sports gambling 
last month. Jess Feil, 
senior director of gov-
ernment relations at 
the American Gaming 

Arians 
got his 
start with 
Hokies

FiLe, tHe roANoke times

bruce Arians was Virginia 
Tech’s starting quarterback 
and a bartender in 1974.

TunE In

SuPER BOWL LV
Chiefs (16–2)  
at Buccaneers (14–5)
Sunday, 6:30 p.m. (CBS)

Lord, I 
wasn’t 
born a 
gambling 
man

W&L pulls the plug on delayed fall sports season

POINT 
AFTER

Steve DeShazo

SEE DESHAzO, B6

SEE ARIAnS, B5

LILLARD, BLAzERS 
OUTGUN WIzARDS

Nick WAss

Portland’s damian Lillard (0) shoots over Wizards guard russell Westbrook (4). Lillard 
scored 32 points in his duel with NbA scoring leader bradley beal, who finished with 37.

SEE WIzARDS, B2
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WEATHER
FIVE-DAY FORECAST FOR FREDERICKSBURG RIVER LEVELS

SUN AND MOON 

TIDES

COASTAL REPORT

NATIONAL WEATHER TODAYALMANAC

VIRGINIA WEATHER

NATIONAL CITIES REGIONAL WEATHER TODAY

WORLD CITIES

University of Mary Washington station, 
Fredericksburg through 7 p.m. yesterday.

High/Low  ................................... 39°/32°
Normal high/low ........................ 47°/23°
Record high  .............................. 78°/2002
Record low  ................................. 3°/1971

24 hours ending 7 p.m. yesterday  .. 0.04”
Month to date  ................................. 0.05”
Normal month to date  .................... 0.20”
Year to date  .................................... 1.94”
Normal year to date  ....................... 4.22”

Tuesday  ...............................................  35
Today’s ozone  .................................  good
0–50, Good; 51–100, Moderate; 101–150, 
Unhealthy sensitive groups; 151–200, 
Unhealthy;. Source: Virginia DEQ

Precipitation:

Air Quality Index:

Temperature:

Windy in the morning; sunny today. A 
morning fl urry; otherwise, partly sunny 
in the north. Cold in the west. High 27 
to 48. Clear tonight. Low 10 to 31. Partly 
sunny tomorrow; a shower in spots in 
the southwest. High 38 to 51.

Sunrise today  ...........................  7:13 a.m.
Sunset today  ............................  5:35 p.m.
Moonrise today  ...............................  none
Moonset today  .......................  10:47 a.m.

Potomac River

Virginia Beach, Chesapeake, Eastern Shores

Rappahannock River at Fredericksburg
 Today Height
First high 11:26 a.m. 2.3ft.
First low 6:02 a.m. –0.6ft.
Second high 11:58 p.m. 2.0ft.
Second low 6:39 p.m. –0.5ft.

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2021                                                                                                

Small craft should exercise caution 
today; a fl urry early in the morning, 
otherwise, sunny to partly cloudy. Wind 
from the northwest at 25-35 knots. Seas 
4-8 feet. Visibility less than 4 miles at 
times.

Today Flood Present Change

Rappahannock River
Little Falls 10 3.56 3.50

Culpeper 14 1.67 -0.06
Remington 15 3.99 -0.05

Albany !Albany, N.Y. 30 19 sf 33 17 s
Albuquerque 63 38 c 49 25 pc
Anchorage 16 10 c 18 8 s
Atlanta 49 29 s 54 47 c
Atlantic City 36 25 pc 41 28 s
Baltimore 39 25 pc 43 30 pc
Boston 35 28 sf 38 23 s
Buffalo 31 21 pc 35 29 pc
Charleston, W.Va. 36 17 s 46 37 c
Charleston, S.C. 52 28 s 56 45 pc
Charlotte, N.C. 51 24 s 52 41 c
Charlottesville 47 24 s 51 37 pc
Chicago 34 27 pc 37 13 i
Cincinnati 36 23 s 41 24 r
Cleveland 29 17 pc 38 29 c
Dallas 69 58 pc 71 38 c
Denver 62 25 pc 38 21 pc
Des Moines 40 34 pc 36 11 sn
Detroit 33 18 s 34 25 sn
El Paso 76 54 pc 67 36 c
Harrisonburg 35 10 s 45 30 c
Honolulu 75 63 r 76 63 pc
Houston 70 60 pc 78 49 c
Indianapolis 34 24 pc 38 19 r
Kansas City 55 43 pc 45 23 r
Las Vegas 67 45 c 59 38 s

Los Angeles 66 49 pc 68 48 s
Memphis 52 41 pc 60 31 sh
Miami 68 46 s 71 59 s
Minneapolis 33 30 c 33 4 sn
Myrtle Beach, S.C. 49 30 s 50 47 pc
Nags Head, N.C. 42 32 s 43 38 pc
Nashville 45 30 s 54 33 sh
New Orleans 61 48 s 72 55 pc
New York 35 27 c 38 32 s
Norfolk 46 30 s 49 39 pc
Ocean City, Md. 36 29 pc 42 35 s
Orlando, Fla. 60 34 s 67 44 pc
Philadelphia 34 25 pc 40 29 pc
Phoenix 78 52 c 71 45 pc
Pittsburgh 31 14 c 37 31 pc
Portland, Ore. 48 38 r 48 43 c
Raleigh 49 24 s 52 41 pc
Richmond 47 22 s 51 36 pc
Roanoke 42 23 s 48 36 pc
Salt Lake City 41 28 sn 39 28 pc
San Francisco 56 44 c 57 43 s
Seattle 47 40 c 47 44 r
St. Louis 45 37 pc 47 23 r
Tampa 60 40 s 66 51 s
Washington, D.C. 40 27 pc 45 36 pc
Williamsburg 44 25 s 49 37 pc

 Today Thu.  Today Thu.
 Hi Lo W Hi Lo W  Hi Lo W Hi Lo W

High: 85° Gila Bend, Arizona Low: –12° Boulder, Wyoming

Yesterday’s national extremes for the 48 contiguous states:

Toronto 33 20 s 36 29 pc

Buenos Aires 78 66 pc 80 63 s

Baghdad 72 49 s 74 55 c
Cairo 81 58 s 68 59 pc
Cape Town 77 63 s 79 63 s
Jerusalem 64 49 s 56 43 t
Kabul 51 28 c 55 27 s

Amsterdam 48 41 r 49 40 pc
Berlin 47 34 r 38 30 c
London 49 41 r 50 44 sh
Madrid 56 47 c 61 47 sh
Moscow 25 22 sf 31 10 sn
Paris 55 43 sh 52 45 pc
Rome 61 53 pc 63 48 pc

 Today Thu.

 Today Thu.
Hong Kong 71 63 s 74 64 s
Sydney 74 67 pc 81 72 c
Tokyo 52 37 s 56 37 s

Canada

Latin America

Africa/Middle East

Asia/Pacifi c

Europe

Weather (w): s–sunny, pc–partly cloudy, c–cloudy, sh–showers, t–thunderstorms, r–rain, 
sf–snow fl urries, sn–snow, i–ice. 

100s90s80s70s60s50s40s30s20s10s0s-0s-10s

T-storms Rain Showers Snow Flurries Cold front Warm front StationaryIce

110s

Shown are noon positions 
of weather systems and 
precipitation.Temperature 
bands are highs for the day. 

Last New First Full

Feb 4 Feb 11 Feb 19 Feb 27

Richmond

Chincoteague

Fredericksburg
Salisbury

Washington, D.C.

Culpeper

Charlottesville

Lexington

Lynchburg

Harrisonburg

Williamsburg

Norfolk

Manassas

35/10
41/18

47/24

39/15

46/20

47/22

44/25

38/30

46/30

44/22

39/23
40/27

38/27

Flood: fl ood stage. Present: stage in feet at 7 a.m. 
yesterday. Change: change in previous 24 hours.

updates at fredericksburg.com

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

49°
37°

50°
27°

47°
28°

39°
17°

Partly sunny Occasional morning 
rain and drizzle

Times of sun and 
clouds

A chance for snow in 
the morning

TODAY

44°
22°
Mostly sunny, breezy 

and not as cold

COMMENT
GOLF

PGa ToUR
WASTE MANAGEMENT 
PHOENIX OPEN
Site: Scottsdale, Ariz
Course: TPC Scottsdale. 
Yardage: 7,261. Par: 71.
Prize money: $7.5 million. 
Winner’s share: $1.35 million.
TV: Thursday–Friday, 
3–7 p.m. (Golf Channel); Sat-
urday–Sunday, 1–3 p.m. (Golf 
Channel), 3–6 p.m. (NBC).
Defending champion: 
Webb Simpson
FedEx Cup leader: 
Dustin Johnson
Notes: The fi eld features fi ve 
of the top 10 in the world: Jon 
Rahm, Justin Thomas, Rory 
McIlroy, Xander Schauffele 
and Webb Simpson. ... Phoe-
nix is missing Dustin Johnson, 

Phil Mickelson, Bryson De-
Chambeau and Patrick Reed, 
who are in Saudi Arabia this 
week. ... Ryder Cup captain 
Padraig Harrington is in the 
fi eld. He is coming off a tie for 
sixth in Dubai.
Next week: AT&T Pebble 
Beach Pro-Am.
Online: pgatour.com

eURoPeaN ToUR
SAUDI INTERNATIONAL
Site: King Abdullah 
Economic City, Saudi Arabia
Course: Royal Greens Golf & 
CC. Yardage: 7,010. Par: 70.
Prize money: $3.5 million. 
Winner’s share: $595,000.
TV: Thursday–Friday, 
3–5 a.m., 6:30–9:30 a.m.; 
Saturday–Sunday, 4:30–

9 a.m. (Golf Channel).
Defending champion: 
Graeme McDowell
Race to Dubai leader: 
Tyrrell Hatton
Notes: This is the third year 
for the Saudi International 
and it boasts the strongest 
European Tour fi eld until sum-
mer, with four of the top 10 in 
the world. That includes the 
No. 1 player, Dustin Johnson, 
who won the inaugural year. ... 
Bryson DeChambeau, Tyrrell 
Hatton and Patrick Reed also 
are playing. ... Tony Finau and 
Viktor Hovland, who both 
contended at Torrey Pines, 
are playing. ... Ernie Els and 
Miguel Angel Jimenez, both 
regulars on the PGA Tour 
Champions, are playing this 
week in Saudi. ... Among the 

other Americans in the fi eld 
are Phil Mickelson, Jason 
Kokrak and Kevin Na. ... 
After three straight weeks in 
the Middle East, the Euro-
pean Tour will be off for three 
weeks.
Online: europeantour.com

LPGa ToUR
Next tournament: Gain-
bridge LPGA on Feb. 25–28.

PGa ToUR ChaMPIoNS
Next tournament: Colo-
guard Classic on Feb. 26–28.

oTheR ToURS
PGA Tour of Australasia: 
Victorian PGA Championship, 
Moonah Links Resort, Fingal, 
Australia.

PRO GOLF SCHEDULE

BY DOUG FERGUSON
AP GOLF WRITER

The violation was so 
egregious that Rickie 
Fowler, glancing at the re-
play on television, quickly 
raised his eyebrows and 
said: “Whoa! What was 
THAT?”

It was Patrick Reed.
This was just over a 

year ago in the Bahamas, 
the day Reed infamously 
used the back of his wedge 
to scoop away sand—
twice—from behind his 
golf ball in a waste bunker, 
improving his line of 
play. Only when he was 
shown video evidence did 
Reed accept the two-shot 
penalty, but not before 
suggesting the camera 
angle made it look worse 
than it was.

The penalty, as it turns 
out, was worth more than 
two shots. There is no 
greater punishment in 
golf than being stuck with 
a reputation for cheating.

Reed was always going 
to have a hard time living 
down that incident.

It followed him to 
Australia, where the fans 
were so abusive his caddie 
got into it with a spectator 
and was replaced for the 
final day of the Presidents 
Cup. It stayed with him in 
the chill environment of 
Kapalua, where a specta-
tor yelled “CHEATER!” 

after Reed hit a putt in a 
playoff. A few weeks later 
in San Diego, Reed asked 
police to remove hecklers.

Then more outrage 
involving Reed, fueled 
mightily by social media, 
arrived during an oth-
erwise idyllic Saturday 
afternoon at Torrey Pines.

Moving past this one 
will be almost impossible.

As far as the PGA Tour 
is concerned, Reed did 
nothing wrong on the 10th 
hole of the third round 
at the Farmers Insurance 
Open. And according to 
the Rules of Golf, which 
relies on facts over reputa-
tion, the tour was right.

“He operated the way 
the rules permit him to 
operate,” said John Mutch, 
the tour’s senior tourna-
ment director.

This was about optics. 
Mostly, it was about Reed.

He pulled his approach 
from a fairway bunker 
into thick grass left of the 
10th green. Approach-
ing where a volunteer had 
marked the spot with a 
tiny flag, Reed asked if 
the ball bounced. “No, I 
didn’t see it bounce,” the 
volunteered replied.

He turned to his play-
ing partners, PGA Tour 

rookie Will Gordon 
and second-year player 
Robby Shelton, and told 
them, “They said it 
didn’t bounce,” and that 
he would check for an 
embedded lie. Crouching 
over, he marked the spot 
with a tee, put the ball in 
the palm of his hand and 
kept probing the turf for 
about five seconds when 
he called for an official. 
And then he poked around 
for another five seconds.

“I believe it broke 
ground, but I’m going to 
let you make that call,” 
Reed told Brad Fabel, the 
rules official.

Fabel didn’t immedi-
ately know what he was 
talking about because 
Reed had placed the ball 
about 8 feet away. Reed 
showed him where the 

ball was, Fabel poked 
around and agreed there 
was a “lip,” meaning the 
ball had broken the plane 
of the soil.

Free drop.
The procedure Reed 

followed wasn’t illegal. It 
wasn’t even necessary for 
him to call for an official. 

The rule (16-3) allows 
players to proceed as 
if the ball is embedded 
provided it is “reasonable 
to conclude” based on the 
information at hand.

Adding to the firestorm 
was video that clearly 
showed the ball bounced 
forward. That doesn’t 
change anything. Players 
can act on only what they 
know at the time.

But with Reed, it 
changes everything.

“We know who they 
are,” Tom Watson said 
long ago, without offering 
names, when asked about 
cheating on the PGA Tour. 
The list probably is longer 
than the people who run 
golf and preach its honor 
system would like to 
admit.

Winning doesn’t take 
care of everything. Other-
wise, the talk out of Tor-
rey Pines would be Reed’s 
phenomenal short game 
and his overall toughness 
that carried him to a five-
shot victory.

Instead, he left with 
suspicion as his shadow.

OLYMPICS

Chief vows Tokyo 
‘will hold the games’
BY CHISATO TANAKA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TOKYO—The president 
of the Tokyo Olympic or-
ganizing committee had a 
simple message Tuesday 
for fellow members of Ja-
pan’s ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party.

The games will happen.
“No matter what situ-

ation would be with the 
coronavirus, we will hold 
the games,” Yoshiro Mori, 
who is also a former Japa-
nese prime minister, told 
lawmakers. “We should 
pass on the discussion of 
whether we will hold the 
games or not, but instead 
discuss how we should 
hold it.”

Mori has been the main 
cheerleader for several 
weeks in Japan, backed 
in Switzerland by Inter-
national Olympic Com-
mittee President Thom-
as Bach as reports have 
swirled that the Olympics 
might be canceled.

The IOC has aggres-
sively pushed back and 
says the Olympics will 
open on Ju ly 23 with 
11,000 athletes and tens 
of thousands of judges, of-
ficials, media, broadcast-
ers, sponsors and VIPs. 
The Paralympics follow 
on Aug. 24 with 4,400 
athletes.

A decision about fans at 
venues is to be made in the 
spring, but it seems likely 
that fans from abroad will 
be excluded.

Recent polls show about 
80 percent of the Japanese 
public believe the games 
should be—or will be—
canceled or postponed 
again. Organizers must 
convince them that the 
Olympics will happen and 
will be safe in a country 
that has controlled CO-
VID-19 better than most.

Prime Minister Yoshi-
hide Suga on Tuesday ex-
tended for another month 
a state of emergency order 
for Tokyo and nine prefec-
tures. The original order 
went into force on Jan. 7 
during a strong surge in 
new cases. Cases have 
been declining, but the 
coming Olympics leave no 
margin for error.

“The biggest problem is 
the way Japanese people 
see the Olympics now,” 
Mori said. “And secondly, 
how we should proceed 
with the preparations for 
the games while combat-
ing the coronavirus. These 
two points are our pri-
mary focus.”

Tokyo organizers and 
the IOC are rolling out 
their “Playbooks” on 
Wednesday. These are 
step-by-step rule books 
for athletes, officials, 
members of international 
federations and others 
that explain what to do 
before leaving home. They 
will detail testing in Japan, 
frequency of tests, rules 
for social distancing, and 
strict rules of conduct un-
til departing Japan.

Mori also defended the 
torch relay, which starts 
on March 25 in north-
ern Japan and will criss-
cross the country for four 
months with 10,000 run-
ners headed to Tokyo. 
There was early talk of 
scrapping the event, but 
heavy sponsorship by Co-
ca-Cola and Toyota made 
that difficult.

“Basically, shorten-
ing—like changing from 
three days to two days, or 
one day, is out of the ques-
tion,” Mori said. “What 
I am saying is that we are 
aiming to find a way to 
avoid close contact [dur-
ing the event].”

Olympic Minister Sei-
ko Hashimoto, a former 
Olympian and a bronze 
medalist, said athletes 
are caught in the mid-
dle. Most go to only one 
Olympics and are now 
distracted with rumors of 
cancellation.

“Athletes are under 
mentally challenging con-
ditions, asking themselves 
if it is OK,” she said. “The 
government has to make 
sure to get rid of such con-
cerns for the athletes.”

Reed won a tournament but lost respect

TUNE IN

SUMMER OLYMPICS
In Tokyo
July 23–Aug. 8 (NBC)

GREGORY BULL

Patrick Reed poses 
with the trophy he won 
at Torrey Pines.

Association, told Wash-
ingtonian magazine that 
Americans wagered $21 
billion on sports in 2020, 
a 62 percent increase over 
2019. Fans stuck at home, 
she said, are “using sports 
betting as a way to engage 
with sports.”

She’s right. And I have 
plenty of friends who 
wouldn’t bother to watch 
a game if they didn’t have 
a financial interest. They 
don’t mind losing a little 
cash if they enjoyed doing 
it.

I’m exactly the oppo-
site.

Maybe it’s 35 years in a 
job that requires profes-
sional objectivity, but I 
have little to no interest in 
gambling. I don’t play the 
lottery or fantasy sports; 
I even stopped filling out 
an NCAA tournament 
bracket several years ago 
because, in an odd twist, I 
enjoy watching the games 
more if I don’t really care 
who wins.

How far do I take it? 
When I’m covering a game 
at any level, I actively try 
not to wear so much as 
socks that match the color 
of either team’s uniform, 
just so no one can accuse 
me of playing favorites. 
(Trust me, I’ve gotten 
nasty letters and emails 
in three and a half decades 
in this job.) My closet is 
full of khakis and charcoal 
sweaters.

I like to think I know 
a thing or two about 
sports. You might think 
that If I were any good 
at my job—insert your 
own joke here—I would 
embrace sports gambling 
in the way an inside trader 
flocks to the stock market.

But have you read this 
column over the years?

Sure, I get my share of 
predictions right from 
time to time and show a 
glimmer of insight. But 
in print, I forecast Duke 
to beat UNLV in the 
1990 NCAA champion-
ship game. (Final: Rebels, 
103—73). I ventured a 
guess that the Colorado 
Rockies would conquer 
Boston in the 2007 World 
Series, which ended in a 
four-game Red Sox sweep.

And I repeatedly picked 
against Michael Jordan 
and Tom Brady in cham-
pionship games, including 
the Super Bowl two short 
years ago.

That’s why I’m not a 
betting man.

You can be one if you’d 
like. A select few people 
profit off gambling. 
But since I don’t have a 
“Rain Man”-like savant 
brother—or a consistent 
track record—I always 
figured I’d get ahead in life 
through hard work, my 
male-model good looks 
and my sense of humor. 
Or marrying into money.

Hmm, maybe just one 
quick peek at FanDuel.
Steve DeShazo: 374-5443

sdeshazo@freelancestar.com

DeShazo
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