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In the Shenandoah Valley, it would be hard to find a hunter or fisherman who has not owned a few 
Buck knives over their lifetime. Many local sportsmen have 110 Folding Hunters purchased decades 
ago that they still cherish. But this isn’t a local phenomenon. The knives are used by outdoorsmen 
everywhere. Buck is an international corporation based in Idaho and sells its knives throughout the 
country and the entire world.

Readers enjoyed the recent columns we wrote on how Leupold was born as an optics company after the
founder missed a mule deer buck from a fogged up scope. The story of how Buck Knives was born is 
equally interesting. We’ll delve into it over the next two columns.

The fact is, as much as we like their knives, few of us know how this esteemed company had its 
beginnings over a century ago. It started with a humble teenager from Leavenworth, Kansas. When the 
seeds were sown for Buck Knives in 1902, the young man who planted them didn’t have any idea his 
actions would give birth to one of the largest and most respected outdoor cutlery manufacturers in the 
world. In fact, the company he would create would not be “officially” born until decades later.

Learning a craft was often the road to get ahead in the late 19th century, so after he completed fourth 
grade, Hoyt Heath Buck’s family signed him up as a blacksmith apprentice in 1899 — at the ripe age of
10! By the time he was 13 he was spending much of his time sharpening hoes, axes, hatchets, and 
scythes for the local farmers.

The young blacksmith grew tired of repeatedly honing these tools and having farmers return them in 
just a short time for re-sharpening. He knew he could save customers time and save himself work if he 
found a better way to heat-treat the steel so the tools would hold an edge longer. After some 
experimenting, in 1902 Hoyt discovered just such a method for tempering the metal.

Carrying it farther he created his own knives using worn farrier rasps, tempering them with his new 
heat-treatment method. Many years later, this technique would form the foundation for Buck Knives.

In 1907, Hoyt shifted gears, leaving Kansas and blacksmithing behind and heading for the Northwest. 
In 1910 he married, and with his wife, Daisy, had a son they named Al. Hoyt enlisted in the Navy and 
after serving his duty worked in sawmills, trimming coarse lumber into finished boards. He also 
became a minister at a small church in Mountain Home, Idaho.

It was only at the start of World War II that Buck ramped up his occasional knife-making sideline — 
this time as a civic duty. Shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the U.S. armed forces requested 
donations of fixed-blade knives for soldiers going to war. Hoyt wanted to help.

“I didn’t have any knives, but I sure knew how to make them,” he said. Setting up a shop in the 
basement of his church, he turned out many high-quality knives that were prized by the U.S. 
servicemen who received them. Buck was slowly gaining a reputation as a skilled knife-maker.

After the war, Hoyt’s son Al, who had also served time in the military, moved to San Diego. Hoyt and 
Daisy moved there to be with Al and his family — but he also wanted to start a knife-making company 



with his son. Setting up shop with an anvil, forge, and grinder, Hoyt found making knives was easy. 
Selling them was the challenge. He spent many days visiting sporting goods stores, restaurants and 
butcher shops peddling the homemade knives.

Discarded files and power hacksaw blades bought from a nearby airplane plant were used for many of 
the blades in those early days. Handles were crafted from pieces of rosewood, ironwood, or Lucite. 
Scraps of leather were stitched into sheaths.
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After Hoyt Buck joined his son in San Diego following World War II, Al was skeptical that they could 
support themselves just making knives. As a precaution, he kept his day job as a bus driver. As their 
efforts gained traction, though, he started to see the potential in their business and agreed to devote 
himself full-time to creating knives. In 1947, four decades after Hoyt had crafted his first knives as a 
teenager, he and Al formed their company as H.H. Buck & Son.

In a cruel twist of fate, one year later Hoyt developed cancer. He spent his last days making sure he 
taught Al all his skills. Shortly after that, he moved back to the Northwest where he died at the age of 
59.

The business was barely able to stay afloat in those early years. With an output of just a few dozen 
knives per week, Al took work sharpening lawnmower blades and saws to supplement his income.

During the 1950’s he began producing in larger volumes, with his wife Ida doing the bookkeeping. Son
Chuck also helped, joining the business with his wife Lori in 1961. The company was struggling but 
incorporated as Buck Knives on April 7 that year and hired three knife-makers. For several months Al 
and Ida traveled the country in a camper signing up dealers.

The big break for Buck Knives came in April of 1963 when plans were made for a folding hunting and 
utility knife. Destined to become a favorite of elk, deer, and bear hunters, the 110 Folding Hunter was 
introduced in 1964 and solidified Buck Knives as a leader in the field of outdoor cutlery.

Competitors were selling their own folding hunting knives, but the 110 proved superior and met with 
instant success. The 110 had a reliable locking mechanism, sharp but strong clip point blade and was 
welcomed by hunters throughout the country for its ease of carrying and ability to field dress, skin and 
butcher game. The blade measured 3 ¾-inches, with an easy release, but strong locking mechanism. It 
was one of the earliest folding lock-blade knives considered rugged enough to do all the work of a 
fixed blade and revolutionized the knife industry.

The 110 Folding Hunter remains in the catalog today and has sold over 16 million. Later, the Buck 112 
Ranger, a smaller model with a 3-inch blade, was released. It, too, quickly became a legend. In 
following years newer, lighter versions of both the 110 and 112 were created using more modern 
materials.

One person who was crucial to Buck Knives’ success was Paul Bos, who developed an innovative heat-
treating system even more efficient than Hoyt’s early techniques. That method is patented and still used
in Buck Knives today, giving blades greater durability and an edge that stays sharp longer.



Chuck’s son, CJ Buck, became the fourth generation to join Buck Knives, starting at the bottom in 
1978 when he labored on the production line building the 110 Folding Hunter. Chuck gave the reins of 
the company to CJ in 1999, but remained active on the board with his wife Lori, until he died in 2015. 
Lori Buck continues to serve on the board.

CJ is president and CEO of Buck Knives today, as well as president of the American Knife and Tool 
Institute, and a member of the Cutlery Hall of Fame, following both his father and grandfather’s earlier 
inductions.

Buck Knives moved to Post Falls, Idaho, in 2005 and remains there today, where it employs 200 people
and has annual revenues over $80 million.

Nearly 120 years after he crafted his first knife, Hoyt Buck would be proud.
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Sneaking cautiously to the water’s edge, the angler delivers a tiny fly to a small dimple in the stream. 
As the offering disappears, he leans back and sets the hook on a scrappy brown trout. Moments later, 
he releases the fish unharmed. The orange-spotted trout had been planted as a fingerling and was now 
virtually a wild fish.

An experience like that would often have occurred in a spring creek in Montana or a limestone stream 
in Pennsylvania. But it wasn’t. It took place just a few miles south on Interstate 81 on Virginia’s Mossy
Creek.

Shenandoah Valley sportsmen are fortunate to have some of the best fishing in the East within easy 
driving distance. From nearby lakes within a few hour’s drive to small freestone creeks, some with 
native brookies, some with stocked fish, we have a wide selection of terrific trout waters to sample any 
day of the year. And no one could overlook the Shenandoah River. Both the North and South forks as 
well as the main stem are loaded with smallmouth bass, rockbass, redbreast sunfish, walleyes, and even
a few muskies.

But one fishing opportunity that often gets neglected by the average local angler is Mossy Creek, near 
Mount Crawford, just off I-81. This creek is almost like having a replica of the famous limestone 
spring creeks of south-central Pennsylvania miraculously displaced here in the Valley. It flows crystal 
clear, with a near constant year-round temperature in the perfect range for trout.

The soil in this area is laced with heavy limestone deposits. This means streams flowing through the 
area have a high alkalinity content. That in turn means they are rich in aquatic plant life, insects, and 
crustaceans, and they are high in oxygen content as well.

In short, it is a trout fishing paradise. Temperatures remain in the 50 to 60-degree range virtually year-
round. That not only provides year-round fishing opportunities, it also means trout can feed and grow 
12 months of the year. And grow they do, some to very large sizes. To protect this world-class fishery, 
the Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources has instituted special regulations. Only fly fishing is 
allowed, and only one fish over 20 inches may be kept per day.

A special landowner permit must also be obtained, either from the landowner bordering the water or 
from the department. See their website at https://dwr.virginia.gov/ for more details. It’s free and lasts 
one year.

https://dwr.virginia.gov/


In addition to its underground spring source, Mossy has numerous other springs feeding into it 
throughout its length, keeping it in the optimum feeding range for trout from its birthplace to where it 
empties into the North River. The four-mile fishing stretch runs from the Augusta-Rockingham County
dividing line to the confluence of Joseph Spring.

This much water offers many enjoyable days of angling. Be aware, however, that this type of spring 
creek fishing is quite challenging. There is vegetation along shore and hanging over the water to 
contend with when casting. And there are many aquatic plants in the creek that can catch the line or 
leader and cause drag that makes the fly move unnaturally. The fish are also quite wary. But the 
challenges only make the rewards that much sweeter when you do land a beautiful brown trout here 
and carefully release it back into the water unharmed.

All fishing on Mossy Creek must be done from the bank to avoid damaging the stream or its insect 
populations which the trout count on to thrive.

Some of the best fly patterns to try at this time of year are terrestrials such as black ants, cinnamon ants,
beetles, grasshopper patterns, crickets, and inchworms. Some hatches of aquatic insects also take place.
When you encounter one, try to imitate it as closely as possible with a mayfly or caddis of the right size
and color.

Streamers also produce at times on Mossy, and often tempt large trout. The best time for those flies is 
after a rain or just before dusk. Woolly Buggers, Zonkers, and Marabou Muddlers are good patterns to 
try.

Fishing is done by walking quietly along the bank and spotting a trout before casting. Then bend low, 
make an accurate delivery, and hang on tight. You might be hooked up to a large and feisty brown 
trout.


