
By DEBRA FERRELL
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

  During a special called meeting on Wednesday, 
December 1, the Pittsylvania County Board of 
Supervisors met to vote on which proposed 
redistricting map to advertise for adoption at the 
Board’s regular meeting on December 21.
  The maps were prepared by ARCBridge and a 
total of 39 public comments were received.
Supervisor Dr. Charles H. Miller made the motion 
to select Plan A to be considered for adoption. 
Supervisor William “Vic” Ingram seconded the 
motion. Selection of Plan A passed by a vote of 

4-2 since Supervisor Ben L. Farmer was not in 
attendance.
  Dave Arnold, Assistant Administrator for 
Pittsylvania County, explains that the county is in 
the redistricting process as required by Virginia 
Code § 24.2-304.1. “This process must take 
place every ten years based on the United States 
Census, and the goal is for every Magisterial 
District to have roughly equal population. 
Virginia Code § 24.2- 129 requires the county 
allow public comment on the potential redistrict-
ing plans,” he says. 
  The public comment period was held at the 
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Hello, 

Harold
Herndon
of Danville

Thanks for 
subscribing

to the Star-Tribune!

Danville native to help Bearcats against Alabama in CFP  page 4B

Free Cookies & 
Cocoa
The members of the 
Climax Volunteer 
Fire Department 
welcome the public 
to come out and join 
them Sun. Dec.19 
for free Cookies and 
Cocoa! This will be 
a drive-thru event 
from 5 – 7 p.m. 
Bring the kids to see 
the fire trucks and 
Christmas lights.

Martinizing
Coats for kids
Martinizing locations 
in Chatham and 
Danville are 
accepting coat 
donations to give 
to children in 
need. Martinizing 
gives coats to the 
Salvation Army, 
Social Services 
Office and Haven 
of the Dan River 
Region. The 
Chatham location 
on Hurt Street is 
open from 7:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday through 
Friday. Danville’s 
Piney Forest and 
Riverside locations 
are open from 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through 
Saturday.

VFM Post 
647 Country 
Breakfast
VFW Post 647 will 
have a Country 
Breakfast Sat. Dec 
11 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
$7 per person. 434-
822-0042.

Ringgold Fire 
Department 
Stew
Sat. Dec. 11 The 
Ringgold Fire 
Department with 
have a stew available 
at the station,on Tom 
Fork Rd. Ready at 9 
a.m. $7 per quart. 
To preorder call 434-
822-6989.

Hurt-Motley 
Ruritan Club 
Brunswick Stew
Brunswick Stew will 
be offered for sale 
by the Hurt-Motley 
Ruritan Club on Sat., 
Dec. 11 at the Hurt-
Motley Community 
Center. The stew 
will be ready by 9 
a.m., $6 per quart, 
or call 434-426-9976 
to pre-order.

The Sons of 
the American 
Legion pancake 
breakfast
The Sons of the 
American Legion, 
Squadron 325, will 
hold their monthly 
pancake breakfast 
on Sat. Dec.18 at 
the Post 325 home.  
All you can eat 
pancakes will be 
ready from 7-10 a.m. 
and cost $6.

Quick Reads

Around the corner from Old Dutch

434-770-6026

OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

8:30-5:30
DRIvE THRU sERvIcE AvAILABLE

  

Find our
Christmas Elf, 

inside
WIN PRIZES!

BY DEBRA FERRELL
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

  The recent property value reassessment in 
Pittsylvania County has caused a lot of concern 
among citizens fearful that their property tax 
will dramatically increase next year. 
Citizens are being given the chance to have a 
one-on-one meeting with officials to discuss 
their reassessments on several dates this month. 
  Representatives from Brightminds, the com-

pany that performed the reassessment for 
Pittsylvania County, will be available at the 
Community Center in Chatham from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday between 
December 6-17 to explain the process, answer 
questions, and help property owners understand 
their assessment. Extra time will be given on 
December 9 when they extend hours to 7:30 
p.m. While property owners can walk in, it is 
recommended to schedule an appointment by 

calling 434-432-3581 or sending an email to 
Brightminds. 
  Officials at Brightminds understand that the 
process can be confusing and they want to help 
property owners understand their property’s 
assessment. Anyone who wants to formally 
dispute their assessment can do so through the 
Board of Equalization in the spring of 2022. 
Additional information about that process will 
be given after the informal hearing process.

Brightminds holding meetings with citizens

Jury panel
unanimously 
convicts man
of murder,
robbery

By ZACH MCKNIGHT
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

DANVILLE, Va. — James Edward Fultz 
IV, accused of killing taxi driver Wendy 
Harris on the corner 
of Valley and Gay 
Street in Danville, 
was convicted of first-
degree murder and 
robbery Wednesday 
in Danville Circuit 
Court.

Michael Newman 
represented the 
Commonwealth and 
Eric Cronin repre-
sented Fultz. Circuit 
Court Judge James Reynolds oversaw the 
case.

Newman came out in his opening with 
guns blazing.

“I killed someone tonight! I killed some-
one **** tonight,” Newman began to the 
jury. That quote was in relation with what 
the defendant told his fiancé the night of 
the murder on a recorded conversation. This 
would come in use later.

Newman told the jury Harris was found 
stabbed multiple times, an owners manual 
was taken and he (Fultz) had no money to 
pay the fare, more on the last one later.

Cronin began his opening by telling the 
jury to keep an open mind and Fultz would 
testify at the end and to reserve all judg-
ment.

Officer Thornton was the first to be called 
to the stand. He testified he arrived on the 
scene around 9 p.m. He described what he 
saw when he pulled up.

“Found a yellow cab in the intersection 
with the driver having multiple injuries,” 
Thornton said.

Pictures taken of the intersection, cab and 
victim were used and Thornton was able to 
verify all of them. They were submitted as 
evidence with no defense objection.

Thornton would explain there was no one 
around the scene or the vehicle.

Pipeline developers denied key permit
By AJ O’LEARY

Womack Publishing News Service

A permit request to construct and 
operate a component of the pro-
posed Mountain Valley Pipeline 
Southgate project in Pittsylvania 
County was denied last week by 
the State Air Pollution Control 
Board.

The board met on December 
2 and 3 in the Olde Dominion 
Agricultural Complex (ODAC) 
Education and Conference Center 
in Chatham. Presentations from 
Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) staff, discussion 

among board members and public 
comments stretched the meeting to 
more than 13 hours over the two-
day period before the board voted 
6-1 to deny the permit.

“Approving this permit would 
promote environmental injustice,” 
board member Hope Cupit said at 
the meeting.

The component in question was 
a natural gas-powered compres-
sor station known as the Lambert 
Compressor Station (LCS). 
Compressor stations are necessary 
for pipelines to maintain proper 
pressure and to keep gas flowing.

The LCS was proposed for a 

site directly adjacent to two exist-
ing compressor stations, known 
as the Williams Transco 165 and 
Williams Transco 166 compressor 
stations. It is an area 3.1 miles from 
Main Street in Chatham.

The LCS, based on numerous 
analyses conducted by DEQ, could 
emit significantly lower concen-
trations of some pollutants than 
the existing Williams Transco 
sites, and slightly higher concen-
trations than the Williams Transco 
sites of others. That’s according to 
data provided by Paul Jenkins, Air 
Permit Director for DEQ’s Blue 
Ridge Regional Office, at the meet-

ing Thursday evening.
Based on their permits, the 

Williams Transco sites, which were 
measured as one site due to their 
closeness, and the LCS can release 
no more than the following con-
centrations in tons per year (tpy) of 
various pollutants:

Nitrous Oxide
LCS 12.4 tpy
Williams Transco 709 tpy
Carbon Monoxide
LCS 17.3 tpy
Williams Transco 199 tpy
Volatile Organic Compounds

See PIPELINE, page 12A

Fultz

See FULTZ, page 10ASee PLAN, page 7A

Supervisors pick redistricting 
plan at public hearing

Zach McKnight/Star-Tribune

The River View Rotary 
Christmas parade took place in 
Danville Saturday evening on 
the corner on Main and Broad 
Street. Santa waved to the 
crowd that included more than 
100 entrants who participated 
from businesses to important 
city figures.

See page 1B for information on 
the parade.

Christmas
cheer



Officer Mayhew testi-
fied he was also dispatched 
and beat Thornton by half a 
minute. He said he saw the 
cab doors shut. He was able 
to talk briefly to a nearby 
occupant.

Britney Walton testified 
she saw a cab coming from 
the top of a hill to the end 
of the road and didn’t see or 
hear anything until her son 
came into the kitchen see-
ing police lights.

Officer English was next. 
English is a crime scene 
technician with the Danville 
Police Department. His role 
is to take pictures and col-
lect evidence. He told the 
jury he took a picture of the 
passenger side of the cab 
and the compartment was 
open, a picture of a white 
clipboard with papers and 
a picture of Harris and her 
injuries. All were submitted 
evidence with no defense 
objection. English would 
further explain he was dis-
patched to Jefferson Street 
and collected a manual from 
a Dodge van. A picture of 
the manual was submitted. 
Then, English was called to 
a grassy hill further down 
Valley Street and found a 
knife. A photo of said knife 
was also submitted. The 
picture showed the blade of 
the knife being a little over 
seven inches long.

Newman then called dis-
patcher James Calloway. 
Calloway said he knew 
Harris by working at the 
same company and Harris 
was working that night.

Calloway testified he 
received a call requesting 
a cab for 503 Gay Street. 
However, he did not know 
the number, so he called 
back. He said he dispatched 
Harris to that address by 
calling her cell phone. A 
little while later, he received 
a call from Harris on her 
phone talking to someone 
else; it was a male voice. 
Calloway heard, “Why’d 
you take my keys then?” 
from the call and around 
five minutes later, Calloway 
said the same male voice 
could be heard when Harris 
said, “You don’t hang up on 
my phone!” The male alleg-
edly said, “She trippin’.”

After that, Calloway said 
the call cut out. He went 
to the address to find out 
what was going on. He said 
it took about 10 minutes 
to get there and didn’t see 
anyone. As he looked into 
the window of where the 
cab was, he saw Harris and 
her injuries, so he pulled off 
and called 911 and his boss.

When showed a close 
up photo of the clipboard, 
Calloway said it’s a mani-
fest that drivers write their 
logs on. He also explained 
the cab company Harris was 
working for is a cash busi-
ness (only cash transactions 
were used). He explained 
all drivers do their own 
paperwork after each shift 
when Cronin objected on 
the grounds of speculation.

Rhonda Graham was next 
to the stand, and she said 
she knew Fultz since he 
was little by through his 
sister. She testified Fultz 
came to the house and she 
walked 15 minutes to the 
store. When she came back, 
Fultz was still there. By this 
time, two others were at the 
house. Graham calls them 
Elmo and O (Elbert and 

Olando). By the time Fultz 
left with the cab, Elmo and 
O were still there watching 
a football game. The next 
day, the police came to her 
door to show her a knife. 
Graham was able to con-
firm it was her knife.

The defense came up and 
asked who else was there 
on that day. Graham said 
two people by names of 
Pamela and Tony were there 
earlier and another person, 
Doris, stopped by. When 
asked what she consumed 
that day, Graham said she 
drank a beer and smoked 
some weed but also takes 
medication for depression 
and anxiety.

Next up was Dr. Sara 
Ohanessian, a medi-
cal examiner in Roanoke. 
She explains the proce-
dure when dealing with a 
deceased individual.

“We make sure the indi-
vidual is identified. We take 
photos and start an external 
exam (height, scars, etc.) 
then we start internal.”

She explained Harris 
had several sharp force 
injuries. A few photos of 
Harris’s injuries were used 
to describe the kind of inju-
ries. One photo showed 
a stab wound to Harris’s 
shoulder, and it was mea-
sured at seven inches deep. 
It was explained this stab 
went through the shoul-
der and softened the spinal 
cord, which would cause 
nerve damage preventing 
breathing of the diaphragm. 
There was another photo 
that showed several wounds 
to Harris’s neck and behind 
the ear. Ohanessian would 
say the one behind the ear 
went along the scalp, injur-
ing the vertebral column 
and was measured at five 
inches deep. Ohanessian 
would say just a few would 
be grounds for death, but all 
combined were the cause 
of Harris’s death. All were 
submitted with no defense 
objection. 

Investigator Lancaster of 
the DPD testified he met 
with Shelby Holbert at a 
business off Riverside Drive 
to try and capture Fultz. 
The plan was for Holbert 
to meet up with Fultz, and 
then as she’s driving, he’d 
follow to arrest him. To cap-
ture voice, a mobile phone 
was placed in her car. That’s 
when Lancaster heard a 
male’s voice inside the car 
saying, “I killed someone 
tonight.” A recording was 
played of the voice and was 
submitted. They continued 
to drive and pulled over off 
of Jefferson. Fultz started to 
get out. Lancaster activated 
his emergency lights, and 
that’s when Fultz took off 
running.

After his arrest, investiga-
tors backtracked and found 
a manual to a Dodge van. 
It was the same manual that 
Officer English referred to. 
The manual was submitted 
with no objection.

Lieutenant Bray was next. 
Bray said he talked to Fultz 
after his arrest. Newman 
played a video of the inter-
view, and Fultz said he went 
to two or three different 
places to find someone and 
was unsuccessful. He also 
told Bray he would go back 
into the house (503 Gay) to 
get money but said, “It went 
wrong.” The recording was 
submitted.

Newman called Officer 
Frost who is a K-9 handler 

with the DPD. Frost said his 
dog his specially trained for 
tracking humans and human 
scent. Frost said he started 
his dog at the passenger 
side of the cab and the dog 
tracked south on Valley but 
track stopped. After three 
times, there were no other 
tracks. Cronin gave an 
objection based on age of 
the trail and weather. Frost 
explained weather and foot 
traffic could play a big role 
in tracking.

Investigator Woody was 
called and when showed 
photos of the knife, mani-
fest and manual, he recog-
nized them. He would be 
called a second time to say 
he helped carry out a search 
warrant of 503 Gay Street.

Tim McClure, DNA 
Analyst from the Department 
of Forensic Science, came 
up and explained what he 
does is he examines fluids 
to develop a DNA profile. 
He explains the procedure.

“First, clean the work 
area and examine one item 
at a time, see if there’s a red 
or brown stain. Then, apply 
chemicals and a positive is 
a mixture of a red and blue 
color.”

When it came to the blood 
on the clipboard, he said, 
“(Wendy) Harris cannot be 
eliminated as a contributor.”

McClure then explained 
if someone holds something 
temporarily, they may or 
may not leave DNA behind. 
This was the case for the 
knife. There was a mixture 
on the handle where Harris 
could not be eliminated but 
there was a very small per-
centage of male DNA, it 
could not make a compara-
tive sample. On the blade, 
Harris could not be elimi-
nated as a contributor.

Officer English was called 
back up and was asked if 
there was any money in the 
van or on either Harris or 
Fultz. He said no.

Officer Bray was also 
called back up and said the 
next day when showing the 
knife to Graham, the same 
individuals were present.

Detective Shively was 
the final testimony for the 
Commonwealth. He said he 
saw a black man get in and 
heard on the before record-
ing that he killed some-
body. Newman played a 
body cam of the foot chase 
where Fultz started to run 
and was captured a short 
time later. On the body 

cam, it was shown Fultz 
dropped the manual from 
the cab. After the video, the 
Commonwealth rested.

Cronin made a motion to 
strike on the basis of first-
degree murder and request-
ed a reduction to second-
degree. Cronin said there 
was no evidence of money 
and the evidence brought 
was not sufficient for the 
robbery charge.

Newman fired back stat-
ing, “It is a cash business. 
The compartment was open 
and the book was taken. 
Harris suffered six stab 
wounds. The blade is bare-
ly seven inches long with 
wounds seven, six and five 
inches deep!”

Fultz himself testified 
and said he saw Rhonda 
and Elbert standing out-
side after 7 p.m. He said 
he originally wanted to get 
some stuff for them and 
went to Southside Garden 
and two other places. When 
asked about the money, 
Fultz told the court Olando 
and Tony were supposed to 
meet him but they left. Fultz 
said when seeing Harris’s 
injuries after coming back, 
he panicked and ran. The 
Commonwealth objected 
and it was abstained.

“You don’t trust the cops. 
I grew up like that,” Fultz 
said.

Newman began to ques-
tion Fultz about where 
Olando and Tony were and 
why he still had the owner’s 
manual four hours later. 
Newman points out “all 
the coincidences” and grills 
Fultz about him not trusting 
the police.

“If you don’t trust the 
cops, fine, why didn’t 
you call 911? Call for an 
ambulance, something?” 
Newman questioned. 

Fultz retorted with, “Find 
a dead body and tell me 
how you feel.”

Newman then goes into 
why he doesn’t have money 
on him for the cab. By this 
point, Newman was grow-
ing visibly very frustrated.

Newman pulls a Facebook 
conversation Fultz allegedly 
had with a friend saying he 
was “desperate” for money 
and wanted to “get out as 
soon as possible.”

“You don’t have any 
money, do you?” Newman 
asked Fultz. Fultz also 
declined naming the person 
he was going to get stuff 
from.

“You can’t name him 
because it didn’t happen. If 
it did, you could bring him 
in and validate your story, 
but you can’t,” Newman 
said.

“All I’m telling you is the 
truth,” Fultz responded.

“You stabbed Ms. Harris 
because you were desperate 
for money,” Newman fired 
back.

At this point, Cronin 
renewed motion to strike, 
but Reynolds said it would 
be for the court to decide.

In closing, Newman 
pointed to Fultz’s commu-
nications and actions before 
and after the alleged act.

“He didn’t know he was 
being recorded. He was 
pretty adamant he killed 
someone. The individual 
got into the cab with Wendy. 
She’s dead. He was the only 
one in that cab. He took to 
the witness stand and tried 
to explain away. You know 
Rhonda is telling you the 
truth. The murder weapon 
came from Rhonda’s house. 
He wants you to believe 
he didn’t need money. You 
saw on his Facebook he 
was desperate. It’s clear! 
He unfortunately got caught 
spilling the beans, and he’s 
going to try and talk his 
way out of it. The physical 
evidence corroborates that. 
It’s exactly what he told 
his fiancé. He wants you 
to believe he wasn’t on the 
phone with the dispatcher. 
He ran; he doesn’t have the 
same clothes. That’s three 
to four hours later! We’ve 
established beyond reason-
able doubt. Don’t let him 
try to convince you other-
wise.”

Cronin countered with 
the results of Fultz’s testi-
mony and the DNA on the 

knife handle.
“I asked you to keep an 

open mind. Fultz took the 
stand; he did not have to. 
You heard from the exam-
iner; Mr. Fultz’s DNA was 
not on the knife. It’s been a 
year, Rhonda is on drugs and 
takes medication and drank 
beer. Mr. Fultz panicked, he 
got scared and he took off. 
He felt responsible. He felt 
horrible as he was talking 
with his fiancé. He did not 
commit any homicide. In 
this case, Mr. Fultz’s testi-
mony brings true and cred-
ible. What happened was 
horrible, there’s no arguing. 
When you consider, I ask 
you find him not guilty.”

Newman spoke one final 
time.

“He (Fultz) never came 
back. He can’t give you 
any reason why Rhonda 
would lie. Why didn’t you 
call 911? You find this lady 
stabbed and run twice? Just 
a coincidence he’s keep a 
manual for four hours. You 
try and tell the jury some-
one else got in the van and 
had the exact same conver-
sation? He wouldn’t know 
the truth if it ran over him! 
Wendy was just doing her 
job, but because he was des-
perate, she’s dead. I’m ask-
ing you to do your job and 
hold him accountable. He 
killed Wendy Harris.”

The jury only took 30 
minutes before coming 
back with a unanimous 
guilty verdict. 

According to Virginia 
law, both charges togeth-
er come with a length of 
25 years to life in prison. 
Sentencing is tentatively 
scheduled for January 12, 
2022 at 9 a.m.
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 
terms and conditions.   

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia

Fultz
Continued from page 1A

“We see this as an oppor-
tunity to build a program 
based on community 
input,” Sgrinia said.

Dates for public input 
sessions will be announced 
soon. In the meantime, 
individuals interested in 
being involved in the pro-
cess should email Parks and 
Recreation at playdanvil-
leva@danvilleva.gov.

Individuals interesting 
in applying for employ-

ment can do so at www.
D a n v i l l e VA . g o v / j o b s . 
Positions include Athletics 
Division Director, Program 
Coordinator, Admin 
Assistant and Sports 
Officials.

“If you have experience 
in building and maintaining 
a robust community athlet-
ics program, please consid-
er applying,” said Sgrinia.

League
Continued from page 5A
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Hello, 

MARY
TALLENT
of Chatham

Thanks for 
subscribing

to the Star-Tribune!

Quick Reads
Brunswick 
stew
The Hurt-Motley 
Ruritan Club will 
offer Brunswick 
stew for sale on 
Saturday, Nov. 13 
at the Hurt-Motley 
Community Center. 
The stew will be 
ready by 9 a.m. for 
$6 per quart. Call 
434-426-9976 to 
preorder.

GHS gym
dedication 
Gretna High School 
gym dedication for 
Robert Locust will 
be Nov. 20 at 1p.m. 
to 3 p.m. The event 
is free to the com-
munity but tickets 
are required, tick-
ets are available at 
Western Auto, the 
Bridge Center and 
eventbrite.com

Coats for kids
Martinizing loca-
tions are accepting 
coat donations to 
give to children in 
need. Martinizing 
gives coats to the 
Salvation Army, 
Social Services 
Office and Haven 
of the Dan River 
Region. The 
Chatham location 
on Hurt Street is 
open from 7:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday through 
Friday. Danville’s 
Piney Forest and 
Riverside locations 
are open from 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through 
Saturday.

Thanksgiving 
feast
A to -go 
Thanksgiving feast 
will be offered from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. at 
the Salvation Army 
at 123 Henry St., 
and from 12 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the 
rec center at 151 
Grant St., church 
at 1026 N. Main 
St. and  ministry 
at 212 Murphy 
Cir. in Danville on 
Thursday, Nov. 25. 
Call 251-4871 for 
more information.

Fish & chicken
Laurel Grove 
Volunteer Fire 
& Rescue 
Department will 
hold a fish and 
chicken dinner on 
Nov. 13, 2021, from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
2081 Laurel Grove 
Rd. in Sutherlin. 
To-go plates will 
be available. 
Meals include fish 
or chicken, hush 
puppies, baked 
potato, slaw, bev-
erage and dessert 
for $12. Children’s 
plates are $5.

Kentuck stew
Kentuck Volunteer 
Fire Department 
stew will be Nov. 
6. Call 434 -822-
8026 to leave your 
name, how many 
and telephone 
number. Ready at 
10 a.m., pick up by 
1 p.m.

Disabled
veterans
Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 
19 will hold its reg-
ular monthly meet-
ing Monday, Dec. 
1 at 6:30 p.m. at 
American Legion 
Post 325.

NEW BLOOD ON BOARD
By ELIAS WEISS

Star-Tribune News Editor

There’s new blood on the 
Pittsylvania County Board 
of Supervisors.

Voters Tuesday made 
their yearning for seri-
ous change in Pittsylvania 
County known as they 
elected new faces to each 

of the board’s three district 
vacancies in convincing 
fashion, unseating 
two incumbents in 
the process.

Timothy W. 
Chesher would 
amass more than 60 
percent of the Dan 
River District’s vote 
to oust Republican 
Joe B. Davis from 

his six-year tenure.
“It’s unexpected,” 

Chesher said of his vic-
tory. Personal tragedy pre-

vented the politi-
cal newcomer from 
campaigning after he 
broke the news that 
he was running in a 
Star-Tribune inter-
view back in June.

“I’m going to be 
like the Karate kid 
– sit back, listen and 

learn,” Chesher said. “Like 
any new job, the best thing 
to do is learn your way 
around.”

An electrician by trade, 
Chesher has served as super-
intendent of Chatham’s 
Green Rock Correctional 
Center as well as a region-
al operations manager 
for various other correc-

Local election breakdown pages 10-11A

BarksdaleDaltonChesher See SUPES, page 5A

GOP SWEEPS
VIRGINIA

By ZACH McKNIGHT
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Former Virginia Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe and newcomer Glenn 
Youngkin campaigned for months 
over COVID-19 response, edu-
cation, taxes and other partisan 
issues, and it all came down to 

the wire Nov. 2 to see who would 
succeed incumbent Gov. Ralph 
Northam.

McAuliffe was Virginia’s gov-
ernor from 2014 to 2018. Virginia 
law disallows governors to run for 
consecutive terms.

Youngkin, a former business-
man, won a tight race in the wee 

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Governor-elect Glenn Youngkin delivers a campaign speech in 
Chatham exactly one week before the 2021 General Election. KILLER WANTED

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

Danville Police were quick 
to mitigate trauma in the city’s 
Bradley Road neighborhood after 
a local man was shot to death 
Thursday night.

Danville Police returned to the 
corner of Bradley Road and Carver 
Street for a H.E.A.R.T. (Heal and 
Engage After Recent Trauma) 

walk Friday afternoon to engage 
the Bradley Road community after 
the tragic shooting death.

“A young man lost his life right 
here in front of us,” said Danville 
Police Chief Scott Booth. “That’s 
hard for anyone to comprehend – 
even entire neighborhoods.”

On Thursday around 8 p.m., 
Danville Police Department 
responded to the 400 block of 
Bradley Road for calls of shots 
fired and a male victim being shot.

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Danville Police Chief Scott Booth (right) stands with Cpl. Sylvia 
Brooks (left) at the corner of Bradley Road and Carver Street 
Friday afternoon, holding a flyer depicting the wanted killer the 
40-year-old Danville resident who was shot to death on that street 
corner Thursday night.

NOT GUILTY
By ZACH McKNIGHT

Star-Tribune Staff Writer

A Gretna man was found not 
guilty of three sex crimes alleg-
edly committed between 2015 and 
2017, when he was a teenager.

A jury found Patrick Harley 
Payne, 21, not guilty of object 
sexual penetration, aggravated 
sexual battery and sexual battery 
Thursday evening after an all-day 

trial in Pittsylvania 
County Circuit 
Court.

The Honorable 
Judge Stacey W. 
Moreau oversaw the 
case.

Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Bryan 
Haskins told the 
12-member jury the accuser 
changed her appearance, and that 

Gretna man did not commit sex 
crimes against teen, jury says

Payne

See MURDER, page 16A

See GOVERNOR, page 16A

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

Danville City voters Tuesday  
elected incumbent Sheriff Mike 
Mondul to his fourth consecutive 
term in the biggest landslide vic-
tory at the local level of Virginia’s 
2021 General Election. 

Mondul snagged more than 
81 percent of the vote Tuesday 

night, defeating longtime Danville 
Sheriff’s Office careerist and for-
mer adjutant Ril Mattison by a 
margin of nearly 8,000 votes.

“We didn’t take anything for 
granted in the campaign and pushed 
on through to the finish line,” 
Mondul told the Star-Tribune on 
election night. “I am humbled by 
the voter turnout and the results.”

Before his tenure as an elect-

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Former Gov. Terry McAuliffe (left) and Danville Sheriff Mike 
Mondul (right) shake hands at an Oct. 27 campaign rally in Danville.

See SHERIFF, page 14A

ROUND 4 FOR MONDUL

By ZACH McKNIGHT
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Danville and Pittsylvania 
County voters Tuesday were split 
on whether or not to pass 1 percent 
sales tax referendums for school 
infrastructure improvement.

The tax referendum in 
Pittsylvania County failed by a 

margin of less than 1 percent – 
49.91 percent to 50.09 percent, or 
just 44 votes. 

Pittsylvania County recorded 
12,680 votes for and 12,724 votes 
against the sales tax. It will not be 
levied.

Preliminary results indicated 
about 60 percent of voters backed 

Zach McKnight/Star-Tribune
Pictured from left: board members Renee Hughes and Tyrell 
Payne, DPS Superintendent Dr. Angela Hairston and board mem-
ber Brandon Atkins attended an Election Day watch party.

See TAXES, page 2A

TAX HIKES SPLIT
See PAYNE, page 13A

Zach McKnight/Star-Tribune

County residents cast ballots
A Pittsylvania County voter casts his ballot at Chatham precinct 
105 on Depot Street the morning of Election Day, Nov. 2, 2021.
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VDH also encourages 
everyone to stay home 
when you are sick; avoid 
contact with sick people; 
cover your mouth and nose 
with a tissue or your sleeve 
(not your hands) when 
coughing or sneezing; 
wash your hands often 
with soap and water for 
at least 20 seconds; use 

an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer ONLY if soap and 
water are not available; 
avoid touching your eyes, 
nose, and mouth; clean 
and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and 
surfaces; call your doctor 
if you are experiencing 
symptoms; and practice 
social distancing. Maintain 

at least six feet of space 
between yourself and other 
individuals when out in 
public; and avoid crowds of 
people.

For more information 
about this event, call 434-
766-9828. Information 
on COVID-19 in Virginia 
is available at www.vdh.
virginia.gov/coronavirus.

Moderna
Continued from page 12A

behavior had changed 
since the time the incidents 
happened. He explained 
these kinds of incidents 
could cause individuals be 
reluctant talking about it. 
According to Haskins, this 
was the fourth time the 
accuser had to recall the 
events of what happened.

“The aim for every trial 
is searching for truth,” 
Haskins said.

Payne’s defense attorney, 
William Meyer, gave his 
opening comments, telling 
the jury, “We ask you not to 
be swayed by emotions.”

The accuser was visibly 
scared and anxious whens 
she approached the podium. 
She said she lives with her 
mom, dad and sister. She’s 
related to Payne, saying he 
was her third cousin.

The accuser’s name is not 
named in this piece because 
she was under 18 when the 
alleged events happened. 
She tried to recall the events 
of what happened.

At the time, the accuser 
was transferring from 
Faith Christian Academy 
to Gretna Middle School. 
According to her, the 
first incident took place 
summer of 2015. Her father 
introduced her to Payne and 
thought it would be a good 
idea to go to Walmart and 
get to know each other. On 
the way there, the witness 
said Payne allegedly 
started talking about how 
he had sex with other girls 
in the truck. She said she 
felt uncomfortable, and 
described Payne taking her 
to a dead-end road with no 
traffic or houses.

The accuser claimed 
Payne started touching her 
inappropriately and talking 
to her about positions of 
sex. 

It was then the accuser 
started to break down in 
tears. She described painful 
sexual contact.

The witness testified that 
Payne exposed himself to 
her and started to undress 
her, only stopping when 
she told him her dad was 
calling and there were cars 
coming.

The second incident 
allegedly took place during 
the summer of 2016, when 
the accuser said Payne 
took her to the same place 
and that she “knew he was 
going to do it again.” Payne 
allegedly started groping 
her when she tried to push 
his hand off more than 
once.

The third incident 
took place in 2017. She 
testified that Payne forced 
himself on her again. She 
testified that he did so in a 
blue truck with Farm Use 
tags and LED lights. This 
statement would later hurt 
her credibility.

After this time, the 
accuser testified that she 
told her mother and then-
boyfriend about what 
happened. According to the 
accuser, she said, “Gross 
stuff was happening, and 
I didn’t want to hang out 
anymore.”

The accuser’s mother 

said to get law enforcement 
involved, but the accuser 
did not want to because she 
thought no one would care 
or believe her, she testified.

At that time, the accuser 
acted out a lot and was 
depressed carrying the 
events on her mind, 
according to her mother. 
She did get in contact with 
the police October 2019.

Haskins called Melissa 
Worley, the accuser’s 
mother, to the podium. 
Worley stated she was 
not concerned with Payne 
first time seeing him. She 
said everything about her 
daughter had changed, 
explaining she wasn’t 
happy anymore and was 
depressed.

The accuser’s cousin, 
Logan Little, was called to 
the stand and said she and 
the accuser had been very 
close for a long time. She 
said she saw the accuser and 
Payne making eye contact, 
and at that moment, she 
stopped talking, her hands 
started shaking and she was 
crying.

Jason Lovelace of Hurt 
Police Department was 
next on the stand. Lovelace 
presented a recorded 
statement that contained his 
and the accuser’s voices, 
but Meyer had an objection 
to it. The prosecution 
argued the disk would be 
used not as evidence, but 
rather to set to describe 
the demeanor of the 
accuser that day. A written 
statement was produced as 
a compromise.

Haskins called 
Pittsylvania County 
Investigator Molly Motley 
to testify. Motley said she 
got a call from the accuser 
saying she wanted to take 
her to the exact place of the 
incidents. Haskins showed 
a Google Earth map of 
the location and used it as 
evidence. Motley matched 
the description of a dirt 
road dead-end surrounded 
by woods, with no traffic 
and no houses.

Rosie Barker, the mother 
of defendant, explained 
more about the blue truck. 
It was a blue Mitsubishi 
pickup that was bought 
for $500 as a fixer truck. 
She said the truck had no 
farm tags, and Payne did 
not have a driver’s license 
in 2017. Before that, Payne 
only drove the truck on the 
farm to catch the school 
bus.

Payne testified and denied 
the truck had LED lights 
and said he doesn’t have 
the truck anymore. Haskins 
asked how he got to the 
accuser’s house and Payne 
said his stepfather drove 
him and that his family 
had a good relationship 
with the accuser’s family, 
especially his stepfather 
and the accuser’s father. 
Haskins kept the pressure 
on, but Payne denied doing 
anything inappropriate.

Motley was called back 
up a third time and said 
she talked with Payne on 
Dec. 1, 2019. She didn’t 
tell him details at the time, 

but shared that there was a 
sexual assault complaint. 
Payne said his only contact 
with the accuser was one 
hug and denied having any 
physical contact with her at 
all before turning 17. This 
conversation took place at 
Payne’s house.

Both sides made closing 
statements with Haskins 
pointing towards the 
accuser’s age at the time 
of the complaints and 
Virginia’s consent laws.

“Was she under 13? 
In Virginia, if you’re 13, 
you do not have consent, 
period,” Haskins stated.

He continued, “By force, 
threat or intimidation, it 
does not need to be all 
three.”

Haskins reiterated the 
accuser’s testimony and 
emphasized her emotions 
during the whole thing.

“When we come to 
court, she either told the 
truth or lied. You heard 
her today and when she 
broke down. This young 
lady, unfortunately, has 
had to relive it four times. 
His story is inconsistent on 
many points.”

Meyer countered with his 
argument.

“What we have is a girl 
going to a new school, 
things happen. Parents 
saw nothing; she had 
every opportunity to say 
something,” Meyer said. 
“He would have been 15 
with no license. Privacy 
is not a threat. Force is 
not perseverance. He did 
not say there would be 
consequences. This is years 
after the fact. Is what he 
said reasonable? Every 
element is required to be 
guilty. You need to ask the 
questions.”

Haskins countered one 
final time about Payne’s 
testimony.

“What he told the 
investigator was a lie 
because he can’t remember 
what happened,” Haskins 
said. “There are things that 
happen that you always 
remember. He knew she 
was resisting. She didn’t 
want any of this to happen. 
She didn’t have a motive to 
lie,”

Haskins ended by asking 
the jury, “Do you believe 
it? If you do, what are you 
going to do about it?”

The jury took about an 
hour before making the not 
guilty verdict.

“I’ve been on this court 
case for the past two years, 
and we had him guilty 
in 2020 and took him to 
sentencing how he could 
get life in prison, and they 
made me read an accuser 
letter,” the accuser said. 
“Then, they stopped me and 
told me it was a mistrial, 
and they were dropping the 
case. The judge checked the 
wrong box, a paperwork 
mistake. We were supposed 
to have court with just 
the judge, but then it was 
changed to a jury. We don’t 
know what happened. I 
don’t know where to go 
from here.”

Payne
Continued from page 1A

Five and Pizza Inn 
restaurants operating 
domestically and 
internationally. Pie Five 
Pizza is the leading brand 
in the rapidly growing 
fast casual pizza space, 
offering individual 
handcrafted pizzas with 
fresh ingredients made 
to order in less than five 
minutes. The brand was 
named among Fast Casual’s 
Top “Movers & Shakers” 
for three consecutive years, 
2015 “Best Franchise 

Deal” by QSR Magazine, 
2012 Hot Concepts winner 
by Nation’s Restaurant 
News and one of “10 Hot 
New Restaurant Chains 
from Established Brands” 
by Forbes.com. For more 
information, please visit 
PieFivePizza.com.

Dallas-based RAVE 
Restaurant Group 
[NASDAQ: RAVE] owns, 
operates, franchises and/
or licenses more than 
200 Pie Five Pizza Co. 
and Pizza Inn restaurants 

and Pizza Inn Express 
kiosks domestically and 
internationally. Pizza Inn 
is an international chain 
featuring freshly made 
pizzas, along with salads, 
pastas, and desserts. Pie 
Five Pizza Co. is a leader 
in the rapidly growing fast-
casual pizza space. The 
Company’s common stock 
is listed on the Nasdaq 
Capital Market under the 
symbol “RAVE”. For more 
information, please visit 
www.raverg.com.

Pizza
Continued from page 3A

iate all she’s done and what 
she brought to the office.”

Jim Davis said Joann 
was the obvious choice to 
promote because she was 
the single person he relied 
on most in the dispatch 
office – she was that well 
rounded.

Davis gave thanks 
stating, “For 23 years, 
Joann was there through 
every single storm and 
sunny day.”

After Adams read Luck’s 
commemoration, Luck 
gave thanks to everybody.

“It truly is an honor. We 

did this together,” Luck 
said. “All of you were and 
are just my second family. 
Thank you all so much. I 
have met so many great 
people in this county. I just 
don’t know what else to 
say. I love all of you, but I 
love retirement more.”

Luck
Continued from page 3A

Zach McKnight/Star-Tribune
Luck and Adams shake hands.

Zach McKnight/Star-Tribune
Joann Luck gives thanks to everyone in attendance.

master planning process, 
we anticipated it taking 20-
25 years just because of its 
size and challenges with 
Ceasers selection,” Bobe 
said. “We secured a major 
tenant; it would help us 
reinvest in the Schoolfield 
District. It has expedited 
the process of the entire 
district. It helped make 

improvements in other 
districts.”

Bobe went into a little 
more detail on how Dan 
River Mills impacted 
the city after leaving but 
expressed hope for the 
future.

“Dan River Mills 
occupied this site since 
the early 1900s to the mid 

2000s. The community 
went through a period of 
change when businesses 
left,” she said. “It left a 
huge void, residents lost 
their jobs and tax revenues 
were impacted by the loss 
of the industry. We are so 
fortunate regional leaders 
said failure is not an 
option.”

Sketch
Continued from page 3A
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Quick Reads
Brunswick 
stew
Ringgold Fire 
and Rescue 
Department is host-
ing a Brunswick 
stew fundraiser on 
Saturday, Oct. 16 
at the Ringgold fire 
station, 3880 Tom 
Fork Rd. Quarts of 
stew are $7 each 
and will be ready 
at 9 a.m. Call 822-
6989 to pre-order.

Climax VFD 
fundraiser
The Climax 
Volunteer Fire 
Department will 
host a drive-thru 
black pot chicken 
dinner at the fire 
department on 
Saturday, Oct. 16 
starting at 4:30 
p.m. At a cost of 
$9 per plate, din-
ner includes black 
pot chicken, baked 
beans, corn ont he 
cob, roll, home-
made desert and a 
drink.

Tree of lights
Renan Volunteer 
Fire Department 
is sponsoring its 
annual Tree of 
Lights Fundraiser 
again this year. It 
is a time that you 
can recognize your 
friends and loved 
ones by purchas-
ing a bulb in honor 
of, in memory of, 
or recognizing their 
service in the mili-
tary. Bulbs can be 
purchased for $5 
between now and 
Nov. 1, by seeing 
any fire depart-
ment member.

Gretna Lions 
Club BBQ
The Gretna Lions 
Club will have 
a barbeque on 
Saturday, Oct. 16 
on the lot adjacent 
to Carter Bank & 
Trust in Gretna. 
BBQ will be avail-
able by the pint. 
BBQ can be pre-
ordered by calling 
434-656-1313 and 
leaving a message 
along with a phone 
number. The price 
will be $12 per pint. 

Gun raffle
R i c e v i l l e - 
J a v a Volunteer 
Fire Department 
is holding its 
2021 gun raffle. 
Prizes are based 
on Virginia pick 3 
numbers for the 
weeks of Dec. 6-10 
and Dec. 13-17. 
Twenty prizes will 
be drawn. Tickets 
are $20. Winners 
will collect fire-
arms at PointBlank 
Sporting Goods 
in Gretna. For 
more tickets, call 
Rodney Shelton at 
434-251-2018. 

RJVFD stew & 
bake sale
R i c e v i l l e - J a v a 
Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue 
Department will 
hold their annual 
stew & bake sale 
Saturday, Oct. 9 
beginning at 11 
a.m. The cost will 
be $6 per quart. 
The address is 
3105 Java Road in 
Java. Call James 
at 434-251-5406 to 
reserve quarts of 
stew.

FLANAGAN WINS FEDERAL SUIT
Jury: Pittsylvania County supervisor guilty of First Amendment retaliation

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Former DSS Director Sherry Flanagan (left) stands overjoyed outside the U.S. 
Federal District Courthouse in Roanoke Thursday evening with her attorney, 
Tommy Strelka (right), after winning a federal civil suit against Pittsylvania 
County Supervisor Ron Scearce. Although she won $15,000 of a $4 million 
lawsuit, Flanagan told the Star-Tribune just before this photo was taken, “All I 
wanted was the victory.”

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

ROANOKE, Va. — After 
a laborious three-day fed-
eral trial, a jury Thursday 
afternoon put a years-long 
Pittsylvania County feud to 
rest.

The long-awaited civil 
trial of Sherry Roberts 
Flanagan v. Pittsylvania 
County Supervisor Ronald 
Scearce (Westover) as 
the sole defendant in the 
2019 case of Flanagan v. 
Pittsylvania County et al 
kicked off Tuesday morning 
in U.S. District Court for the 
Western District of Virginia 
under the Honorable 
Thomas T. Cullen.

The $4 million lawsuit 
rendered a verdict in favor 
of Flanagan, but the jury 
deemed she was entitled to 
just $15,000 in compensa-

tory damages.
Flanagan is the former 

director of the Pittsylvania 
County Department of 
Social Services (DSS). On 
Aug. 30, 2018, she was 
terminated from the pres-
tigious position, action she 
claims was taken in retali-
ation against exercising her 
First Amendment right to 
free speech. The suit also 
alleged defamation claims. 

The jury deliberated 
for more than five hours 
Thursday afternoon before 
returning a verdict against 
Scearce. Six of the seven 
jurors were female.

“We’re talking about a 
pretty important law here – 
the First Amendment,” said 
Flanagan’s attorney, Tommy 
Strelka. “It applies to all of 
us.”

Following jury selec-
tion Tuesday morning, both 

See FLANAGAN, page 13A

GUILTY OF MANSLAUGHTER
Judge finds Sutherlin man guilty after DUI crash in Chatham killed his friend

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

A Sutherlin man was found guilty 
of aggravated involuntary man-
slaughter after killing his friend in 
a DUI crash in Chatham early this 
year.

Pittsylvania County Circuit 
Court Judge Stacey W. Moreau 
found Jacob Thomas Snead guilty 
Monday morning after a two-hour 
trial. Snead waived his right to a 
trial by jury and pled not guilty.

On Feb. 1, 2021, the Star-Tribune 
reported a 1996 Mazda MX-6 
was traveling south on Franklin 
Turnpike at the corner of Whitmell 
School Road when the vehicle ran 
off the right side of the roadway and 
struck a tree. The Mazda was driven 
by Snead, 22, who was wearing 
his seatbelt and was transported to 
Sovah Health’s Danville campus.

The passenger, 24-year-old 
Daniel Foster Adams of Vernon 
Hill, died at the scene. Adams was 

not wearing a seatbelt and was 
ejected from the vehicle through the 
windshield.

During the trial, prosecutors 
revealed Snead had a blood alco-
hol content (BAC) of 0.2 – two 
and a half times the legal limit. In 
Virginia, a BAC of 0.08 or above is 
considered legal intoxication.

Tire marks in the snow also 
showed no evidence of braking, 
swerving or any other correctional 
maneuvers as the sedan barreled 
through a road curvature sign and 
a town limit sign before coming to 
rest against a large cedar tree.

Snead’s defense attorney, Joseph 
Sanzone, argued the medical 
records collected at Sovah Health 
should be used for clinical purposes 
only. Snead was not breathalyzed 
nor was his BAC calculated by 
law enforcement at the scene of 
the accident. The defense’s focal 
argument centered on the possibil-
ity that medical records could have 
been misappropriated, miscalculat-
ed or mixed up.

William Murray, the custodian of 
records at Sovah Health, testified 
first that the records were authen-
tic and obtained through standard 
practice.

“I heard a loud noise and went to 
check on it,” recalled Ryan Allen, 
a prosecutor’s witness who lived 
on Franklin Turnpike immediate 
to the scene of the accident, which 
occurred early in the morning on 
Jan. 31, 2021. “It was snowing pret-
ty hard. It was below freezing, and 
the snow was sticking pretty good.”

Allen’s fiancé, Amber Conard, 
called 911. When the couple 
approached the vehicle, no one was 
conscious, Allen testified.

“They were breathing but uncon-
scious,” he said. “It sounded like 
[Adams] was in a lot of pain. He 
was grunting in pain.”

Conard was called to the witness 
stand shortly thereafter, saying, “I 
heard a loud impact that sounded 
like a car crash.”

Conard testified that in two years 
living at that residence, she had 

witnessed five car accidents in the 
same stretch of road immediately 
north of Whitmell School Road 
on Route 41. It’s a graded curve 
following a long stretch of straight-
away.

Snead

See SNEAD, page 14A

Zach McKnight/Star-Tribune
Danville Sheriff Mike Mondul awards Cpt. Willie Tucker’s cap-
tain pins downtown Thursday evening.

By ZACH McKNIGHT
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Danville Sheriff’s Office Lt. 
Willie Tucker was promoted to 
Captain on Thursday. He replaced 
Kelly Johnson, a 27-year veteran 
who will return to the department 
part-time after about a month.

Tucker served in the Marine 
Corps for six and a half years as 
a combat engineer and first came 
to the department in 1985 after 
receiving a call asking if he would 
like a job with them.

Danville Sheriff Mike Mondul 
gave high praises for Tucker stat-
ing he is always at the station and 
has never missed a day. He used 
the term “workhorse.”

“He’s always here,” Mondul 

said. “He does volunteer, front 
line, whatever we need him for. 
Always has a smile on his face. 
He’s a dedicated hard worker.”

Tucker explained how his work 
ethic is going to translate to his 
new position.

“In this business, compassion 
is very important,” Tucker said. 
“You can deter a situation using 
commonsense. I treat people the 
way they want to be treated. Don’t 
disrespect nobody.”

Mondul said the decision for 
captain was narrowed to three lieu-
tenants, and with him having the 
final decision, it was the clear 
choice.

Tucker’s favorite quote is, 
“Working like a dog.” He explained 

Tom Dixon/Star-Tribune
The PATHS team finishes with vaccine preparations and sets up 
at their first vaccine tour stop in front of Chatham Middle School.  

By TOM DIXON
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

From Sept. 29 to Oct. 1, Piedmont 
Access to Health Services (PATHS) 
sent its mobile medical unit out to 
Pittsylvania County’s public mid-
dle schools to vaccinate students 
against COVID-19. 

The service was given after 
school from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Students with their parents and 
legal guardians showed up after 
school to be inoculated and pro-
tected, not only for themselves, but 
for those in their community.   

Nurse Practitioner for PATHS, 
Jill Wright, gave more detail about 

the mobile unit and its relationship 
to Pittsylvania County Schools 
(PCS).

“We actually brought the mobile 
unit out before,” Wright said. “We 
brought them out to do some of the 
regular vaccines like some of the 
required vaccine.”

The attitude toward the vaccina-
tions given by PATHS has been a 
normalized one. Public opposition 
against the COVID-19 vaccination 
hasn’t been too much of a problem, 
according to Wright.

“For us it’s been smooth. I 
haven’t gotten any pushback per-
sonally,” she said. “There has been 

See PATHS, page 7A

PATHS vaccinates 
county schools

DSO honors 4

See DSO, page 2A
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Zach McKngith/Star-Tribune
Sgt. John Phelps (right) and Sheriff Mike Mondul (left) shake hands after Phelps received his letter of 
commendation.

what that meant.
“Think of it as a sheepdog,” Tucker 

explained. “A lot of wolves can harm the 
sheep. I am the dog, and those people are 
the sheep. It’s my job to protect them. 
We serve and we protect.”

Before the promotion, two deputies 
were given letters of commendation. 
Daniel Myers was coming to work and 

saw a man running around in the streets 
and shouting incoherently. The man fell 
onto the ground and started shaking un-
controllably while still shouting.

After getting the man to safety, Myers 
called for backup and EMS. He asked 
the man for his name but was denied. Af-
ter asking a couple more times, the man 
gave his name. Myers asked the man if 

he was on drugs and after an initial de-
cline, Myers ran the man’s name, and he 
had four active warrants out of Arling-
ton. The man then admitted to being on 
drugs and alcohol and was subsequently 
taken into custody.

Sgt. John Phelps was on his way to 
work when he identified a subject that 
was wanted for robbery. Phelps recog-

nized the man because he was in the 
Danville system before. He struck a con-
versation with the man and was arrested 
almost without incident.

Cpt. Johnson, who retired from the 
Danville Sheriff’s Office with 27 years 
of dedicated service, was also honored 
with a retirement plaque by Sheriff Mon-
dul.

DSO
Continued from page 1A

Submitted photo
Cpt. Kelly Johnson retired from the Danville Sheriff’s Office with 27 years of dedicated service. She is 
shown here with Sheriff Mike Mondul receiving her retirement plaque. 

Zach McKnight/Star-Tribune
Willie Tucker gives his comments on his new promotion.

THANKSGIVING 
FEAST

THURSDAY,  NOV.  25
Three seatings options:

12 p.m. • 2:30 p.m. • 5:00 p.m.

— Join us for our annual —

$38++adults, $15++ children 
5-12

Reservations are required
Call 434-517-7015

3105 River Road, South Boston, VA  | www.berryhillresort.com

in the Ballroom at Berry Hill!


