
BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

W
ISE, Va. — Minutes
before the funeral
for slain Big Stone

Gap Police Officer Michael
Chandler on Wednesday night,
widow Natasha Chandler
stood alone beside his casket
— save for two members of
the Virginia State Police honor
guard.

She leaned over, reached into
the casket to touch him then
knelt down to say goodbye.

They had been married just
three weeks.

Over the nearly 90 minutes

that followed, an array of
speakers eulogized Michael
Chandler as a “hero,” a “role
model” and an example of
what a public servant should
be

Chandler, 29, was shot early
Saturday performing a welfare
check at a house in the 2500
block of Orr Street, just outside
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BY MIKE STOBBE
AP Medical Writer

NEW YORK — An estimated
100,000 Americans died of
drug overdoses in one year, a
never-before-seen milestone
that health officials say is tied
to the COVID-19 pandemic and
a more dangerous drug supply.

Overdose deaths have been
rising for more than two de-
cades, accelerated in the past
two years and, according to
new data posted Wednesday,
jumped nearly 30% in the latest
year.

President Joe Biden called it
“a tragic milestone” in a state-
ment, as administration offi-
cials pressed Congress to de-
vote billions of dollars more to
address the problem.

“This is unacceptable and it
requires an unprecedented re-
sponse,” said Dr. Rahul Gupta,
director of National Drug Con-
trol Policy.

Experts believe the top driv-
ers of overdose deaths are the
growing prevalence of deadly
fentanyl in the illicit drug sup-
ply and the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, which left many drug users
socially isolated and unable to
get treatment or other support.

The number is “devastat-
ing,” said Katherine Keyes, a
Columbia University expert on
drug abuse issues. “It’s a magni-
tude of overdose death that we
haven’t seen in this country.”

Drug overdoses now surpass

Deaths rose nearly
30% in single year

See OVERDOSES, Page A4

BY JACQUES BILLEAUD
Associated Press

Jacob Chansley, the
spear-carrying Jan. 6 riot-
er whose horned fur hat,
bare chest and face paint
made him one of the
more recognizable fig-
ures in the assault on the
Capitol, was sentenced
Wednesday to 41 months
in prison.

Chansley, who pleaded
guilty to a felony charge
of obstructing an official

proceeding, was among
the first rioters to en-
ter the building. He has
acknowledged using a
bullhorn to rile up the
mob, offering thanks in a
prayer while in the Sen-
ate for having the chance
to get rid of traitors and
scratching out a threaten-
ing note to Vice President
Mike Pence saying, “It’s
Only A Matter of Time.

Jan. 6 rioter who carried spear, wore horns, draws 41months

See SENTENCE, Page A4

AP PHOTO/MANUEL BALCE CENETA, FILE

Supporters of President
Donald Trump, including
Jacob Chansley (right
with fur hat) are con-
fronted by U.S. Capitol
Police officers outside the
Senate chamber inside
the Capitol during the
capitol riot in Washington
on Jan. 6. Chansley was
sentenced on Wednesday
to 41 months in prison
for his felony conviction
for obstructing an official
proceeding.

LOCATION #CASES #DEATHS

Worldwide
United States
Virginia
Tennessee

254,910,100+
47,414,600+
949,803
1,300,452

5,122,600+
767,300+
14,443
16,789

SOURCES: Johns Hopkins,Virginia and
Tennessee Departments of Health,AP

% FULLY VACCINATED IN VA.:

% FULLY VACCINATED IN TENN.:

64.0%

49.0%

OFFICER MICHAEL CHANDLER

ONLINE
Watch video of the
funeral service at
HeraldCourier.com

‘The burden of the badge’

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Natasha Chandler says goodbye to her husband, Big Stone Gap Police Officer Michael Chandler, on Wednesday night at the David J. Prior Convocation
Center on the campus of UVA-Wise. Chandler was shot and killed in the line of duty on Saturday.

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Pastor Wayne Begley speaks during the funeral for Big Stone Gap Police
Officer Michael Chandler on Wednesday night at the David J. Prior
Convocation Center on the campus of UVa-Wise.See FUNERAL, Page A10
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the town limits. He was first
taken to Norton Commu-
nity Hospital then flown to
Johnson City Medical Cen-
ter, where he later died.

An estimated crowd of
750 people filled the David
J. Prior Convocation Center
at UVa-Wise for the service,
including hundreds of state
and local law enforcement
agencies representing
Tennessee, North Carolina,
Kentucky, Ohio and all cor-
ners of Virginia, plus mem-
bers of the U.S. Marshals
Service. An estimated 1,250
paid their respects dur-
ing more than four hours
preceding the service.

Big Stone Gap Town
Manager Steve Lawson
recounted working with
Chandler.

“He set an example no
matter what he was doing.
That was above and be-
yond. He was an example
of everything we’re proud
of in Southwest Virginia.
He served his commu-
nity not just as a police
officer and firefighter but
as a husband, father and
friend none of us will ever
replace,” Lawson said. “We
never had a complaint. He
always did things the right
way, always with a smile
and always helping.

“Michael went out that
night to take care of some-
body, and he met evil in the
darkness,” Lawson said.
“As I look out at all these
first responders that we ap-
preciate so much coming
and showing their respect,
please be careful. Please.
It’s a different world out
there, and there is evil in it.”

Chuck Slemp, Wise
County commonwealth’s
attorney, praised Chandler
both as a police officer and
a person.

“All we can do is honor
him and his memory.
Carry on the legacy of his
service. May we all put

aside our differences, our
self-interest, our pride, our
personal security, and learn
to lead as an example for
others to follow,” Slemp
said. “Servant leadership,
and we write our own story
of our own lives in service
to others.”

State Del. Terry Kilgore,
R-Gate City, talked about
the hundreds who lined
the roadways Monday
when Chandler’s body was
brought back to Southwest
Virginia from the medical
examiner’s office in Roa-
noke.

“Words are insufficient to
describe the impact Michael
had in his journey here on
earth; however, as I watched
the people line the streets
and line the overpasses —
all the way from Roanoke
to Big Stone — that impact
resonated with me,” he
said. “I felt a sense of pride,
and I know Michael would
too. That’s a testament to
Michael. It’s a testament to a
job well done.”

Lt. Gov.-elect Winsome
Sears recounted the time
two sheriff’s deputies came
to her door notifying her
that her daughter and a
granddaughter were dead
and another was on life
support.

“You didn’t get a chance
to say goodbye,” she said
to Natasha Chandler. “He
wasn’t supposed to not be
here, and that hurts. I know
it hurts. Right now you’ve
got that hole in your stom-
ach. … That is going to be
there for a long time.”

Sears told Chandler she
needs to grieve this tragedy.

“You have to grieve. God
gave us tears for a reason,”
Sears said.

Attorney General-elect
Jason Miyares presented a
flag flown over the Virginia
State Capitol building in
Richmond and, during his
remarks, talked about the
“burden of the badge.”

“The burden of the badge
— that when you put the
shield on every day — you

are the front line wearing
that burden,” Miyares said.
“Often times, too often, you
are not appreciated enough
by the people you protect.
Every day you wear that
shield, you’re dealing with
people often times on their
worst day. And you certain-
ly don’t get a thank you.

“Michael was that hero,”
Miyares said. “What other
job, when you hear gunfire,
when everyone else rushes
away, you rush in? Or a
burning building, when
everyone else rushes out,
you rush in?”

In the hours leading up to
the service, a steady stream
of well-wishers — many in
uniform with a black strap
covering their badges —
began streaming through
the doors well before the
planned 3 p.m. opening
and continued until shortly
before 7 p.m. Around 5
p.m., a steady line of more
than 100 people walked
by over a 15-minute span,
paying their respects. An
estimated 1,200 people filed
past Chandler’s open casket
during the reception.

State Sen. Travis Hack-
worth, R-Richlands, didn’t
attend the service but
issued a statement praising
Chandler’s sacrifice.

“Officer Chandler ex-
emplifies public service,
bravery and the essence of
sacrifice for the common
good,” Hackworth wrote.
“To his family, we mourn
with you and we want you
to know that your husband,
son and father’s sacrifice is
deeply respected and ap-
preciated by all of us.”

Thursday’s graveside pro-
cession will depart Bullitt
Park in Big Stone Gap at 11
a.m. Those wishing to pay
their respects to the family
are asked to assemble on
the sidewalks in Big Stone
Gap, or anywhere along the
procession route to Powell
Valley Memorial Gardens.

Graveside services are
limited to family and emer-
gency personnel.
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NATIONAL CITIES

WORLD CITIES

Temperature

Precipitation (in inches)

ALMANAC

WEATHER HISTORY WEATHER TRIVIA™

SUN AND MOON

Full 24-hr.
Lake Pool Level Change

REGIONAL LAKES

TRAVEL FORECAST

NATIONAL FORECAST

Source: Airnow.gov

AIR QUALITY INDEX TODAY

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

Air Quality Index: 0-50, Good; 51-100,Moderate; 101-150,
Unhealthy for sensitive groups; 151-200, Unhealthy;
201-300, Very unhealthy; 301-500, Hazardous.

Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Shown is today’s weather.

Temperatures are today’s

highs and tonight’s lows.

8 am 10 am Noon 2 pm 4 pm 6 pm
The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number,
the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low;
3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme. The
patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature is an
exclusive index of effective temperature based on eight
weather factors.

UV Index and RealFeel Temperature®

On Nov. 18, 1421, surge from a
powerful storm swept inland and
destroyed Holland's dikes. More
than 70 villages were swept away;
10,000 people died.
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Today Fri.
Sunrise 7:10 a.m. 7:11 a.m.
Sunset 5:18 p.m. 5:17 p.m.
Moonrise 5:01 p.m. 5:33 p.m.
Moonset 6:22 a.m. 7:21 a.m.

Today Fri. Today Fri.

REGIONAL FORECAST: Mostly cloudy today. Afternoon showers to the north and in the west; occasional
afternoon rain and drizzle in eastern Tennessee and to the east. Mainly clear tonight; good viewing conditions
for the lunar eclipse. Partly sunny tomorrow.

Levels in feet as of 7 a.m.Wednesday

Tri-Cities Reg. Airport through 5 p.m.Wed.

South Holston 1729 1710.24 -0.28
Watauga 1959 1952.83 -0.12
Boone 1382 1369.43 +0.23
Ft. Patrick Henry 1261 1259.47 -0.26
Cherokee 1071 1046.75 -0.25
Douglas 994 958.09 -0.15

High/low 70°/38°
Normal high/low 58°/34°
Record high 77° in 1958
Record low 19° in 1984

24 hours ending 5 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date/normal 0.35"/1.64"
Year to date/normal 37.35"/38.71"

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2021

Full Last New First

Nov 19 Nov 27 Dec 4 Dec 10

Albuquerque 54/34/pc 61/38/s
Anchorage 4/-1/s 7/3/s
Atlanta 73/38/pc 61/38/s
Atlantic City 67/41/pc 50/39/pc
Baltimore 72/39/pc 49/28/pc
Baton Rouge 72/44/c 64/41/s
Billings 44/35/c 52/37/c
Bismarck 35/20/s 46/23/c
Boise 47/38/c 53/38/sh
Boston 68/42/pc 49/33/pc
Buffalo 50/32/r 42/30/sf
Charlotte 76/40/pc 59/31/s
Cheyenne 47/32/pc 59/36/c
Chicago 39/25/s 39/32/s
Cincinnati 49/27/sh 42/28/s
Cleveland 47/31/r 41/27/sf
Dallas 61/37/s 63/47/s
Denver 55/33/pc 63/35/pc
Des Moines 40/24/s 46/33/c
Detroit 44/29/c 44/31/pc
Fairbanks 4/-15/c -14/-19/s
Grand Rapids 39/28/sf 41/31/pc
Helena 40/29/c 45/33/c
Honolulu 85/73/pc 85/73/s
Houston 66/46/c 68/47/s
Indianapolis 45/25/pc 40/29/pc
Jacksonville 78/59/pc 71/55/s
Kansas City 48/29/s 52/39/pc
Las Vegas 69/51/pc 71/52/pc
Little Rock 58/30/s 56/32/s
Los Angeles 70/52/c 69/53/c
Louisville 52/31/sh 47/31/pc
Memphis 56/33/pc 55/35/s
Miami 79/71/r 80/73/t
Milwaukee 39/26/pc 41/32/pc
Minneapolis 33/22/pc 41/31/pc
Nashville 54/30/sh 54/29/s
New Orleans 75/52/t 64/50/s
New York City 67/42/pc 47/35/pc
Oklahoma City 56/30/s 58/44/pc
Omaha 45/27/s 52/34/pc

Orlando 82/68/sh 78/67/pc
Philadelphia 70/40/pc 48/32/s
Phoenix 82/56/s 81/55/pc
Pittsburgh 55/29/r 40/25/pc
Portland, ME 61/39/c 47/27/pc
Providence 67/41/pc 50/29/pc
Raleigh 76/42/pc 56/31/s
Reno 60/41/c 58/33/c
Richmond 76/42/pc 53/30/s
Sacramento 61/50/c 60/47/sh
St. Louis 50/29/s 50/38/pc
Salt Lake City 52/40/pc 54/40/c
San Antonio 63/46/pc 68/49/s
San Diego 67/56/c 68/55/c
San Francisco 61/54/c 63/52/r
Savannah 78/56/pc 66/41/s
Seattle 46/41/r 47/39/pc
Syracuse 57/34/r 42/28/sf
Tampa 79/69/r 79/67/pc
Tucson 80/50/s 83/49/pc
Tulsa 56/31/s 58/43/pc
Washington, DC 74/41/sh 49/32/pc
Wichita 53/32/s 57/38/pc

Acapulco 85/73/s 86/73/s
Amsterdam 54/50/c 55/47/c
Baghdad 77/48/s 76/51/s
Barcelona 60/46/s 61/48/s
Beijing 52/34/pc 49/39/pc
Beirut 75/62/s 72/62/sh
Berlin 49/47/sh 54/49/c
Buenos Aires 76/63/s 81/66/s
Cairo 76/62/s 75/62/s
Hanoi 77/64/pc 80/72/pc
Hong Kong 77/69/s 78/71/pc
Kabul 62/33/s 63/32/s
London 57/50/c 57/46/pc
Manila 92/79/t 92/79/pc
Montreal 49/32/r 40/27/pc
Moscow 32/31/c 36/32/sn
Paris 51/39/c 51/40/c
Tokyo 62/49/pc 63/50/pc

Q: What causes lake-effect snow?

A:Coldairmovingoverwarm
water

LOW MEDIUM HIGH
N.A.

LOW MEDIUM HIGH
N.A.

Pollen:

Mold:

POLLEN INDEX

Source: Dr. Marek M. Pienkowski

LOCAL FORECAST

POP: Probability of Precipitation

TODAY

63° 26°

POP: 85%

Some sun, then clouds,
p.m. rain

Wind: SW 6-12 mph

FRIDAY

45° 23°

POP: 0%

Partly sunny and cooler

Wind: NNW 4-8 mph

SATURDAY

54° 31°

POP: 0%

Increasing cloudiness

Wind: SE 4-8 mph

SUNDAY

54° 40°

POP: 10%

Mostly cloudy

Wind: S 3-6 mph

MONDAY

42° 20°

POP: 30%

Rain and drizzle possible

Wind: WNW 8-16 mph

TUESDAY

39° 22°

POP: 5%

Intervals of clouds and
sunshine

Wind: NW 8-16 mph

WEDNESDAY

49° 34°

POP: 0%

Plenty of sun

Wind: WSW 6-12 mph

Forecast for Bristol

Some sun, then turning cloudy
today with afternoon rain.
Winds southwest 6-12 mph.
Expect 2-4 hours of sunshine
with average relative humidity
75%. A moonlit sky tonight;
good viewing conditions for
the lunar eclipse. Winds west
4-8 mph.
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Funeral
From Page A1
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LOCATION #CASES #DEATHS

Worldwide
United States
Virginia
Tennessee

191,331,100+
34,169,400+
686,206
876,543

4,104,300+
609,500+
11,487
12,647

SOURCES: Johns Hopkins,Virginia and
Tennessee Departments of Health,AP

% FULLY VACCINATED IN VA.:

% FULLY VACCINATED IN TENN.:

53.2%

38.6%

Sunny, some clouds

US opioid
lawsuits
on verge of
settlements
with four
companies

$26 Billion

BY GEOFF MULVIHILL
Associated Press

The yearslong effort by state
and local governments in the
U.S. to force the pharmaceuti-
cal industry to help pay to fix
a nationwide opioid addiction
and overdose crisis took a major
step forward Tuesday when law-
yers for local governments an-
nounced they were on the verge
of a $26 billion settlement with
the nation’s three biggest drug
distribution companies and the
drugmaker Johnson & Johnson.

Under the deal, Johnson &
Johnson would not produce any
opioids for at least a decade.
And AmerisourceBergen, Cardi-
nal Health and McKesson share
prescribing information under a
new system intended to stop the
avalanches of pills that arrived in
some regions about a decade ago.

Lawyers for local governments
said full details could be shared
within days. That would not be
the end of the deal though; each
state would have 30 days to de-
cide whether to join. And lo-
cal governments will have five
months after that to decide. If

Trump’s
inaugural
committee
chairman
arrested

Inaugural Probe
Arrest

BY BRIAN MELLEY

and LARRY NEUMEISTER
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The chair of for-
mer President Donald Trump’s 2017
inaugural committee was arrested
Tuesday on charges alleging he se-
cretly conspired to influence U.S.
policy to benefit the United Arab
Emirates, even while he was seeking
a position as an American diplomat.

Tom Barrack, 74, of Santa Mon-
ica, California, was among three
men charged in federal court in
Brooklyn, New York, with acting as
unregistered foreign agents as they
tried to influence U.S. policy on the
UAE’s behalf whileTrump was run-
ning in 2016 and later while he was
president.

Besides conspiracy, Barrack was
charged with obstruction of justice
and making multiple false state-
ments during a June 2019 interview
with federal agents. Also charged
in a seven-count indictment were

SHOTS FIRED

BY DAVID MCGEE
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B
RISTOL, Tenn. — One
man was taken into
custody by police

Tuesday following an hour-
long standoff in a residential
neighborhood three blocks
off a busy Virginia Avenue in
Bristol, Tennessee.

Greg Hens-
ley, 48, of 1616
Maryland
Ave., was
charged with
three counts
of aggravated
assault and
one count of
reckless endangerment, after
a contracted mowing crew
reported hearing several
gunshots coming from the
residence, according to a
written statement from city
police.

The yard at that residence

appeared uncut for some
time, and a crew hired by
the city was there to cut
the grass. They began work
about noon, police said.

“As they were beginning to
mow, one of the workers re-
ported hearing several shots

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Members of the Bristol Tennessee Police Department move toward a residence at the corner of
Hazelwood Street and Maryland Avenue on Monday afternoon. Officers arrested Greg Hensley and
charged him with three counts of aggravated assault and one count of reckless endangerment after
allegedly firing several shots at a mowing crew near his location.

Standoff
One man arrested after heavy police presence in Bristol

Jeff Bezos blasts into space on own rocket: ‘Best day ever!’
BY MARCIA DUNN
AP Aerospace Writer

VAN HORN, Texas — Jeff Bezos
blasted into spaceTuesday on his
rocket company’s first flight with
people on board, becoming the
second billionaire in just over a
week to ride his own spacecraft.

The Amazon founder was ac-
companied by a hand-picked
group: his brother, an 18-year-
old from the Netherlands and
an 82-year-old aviation pioneer
from Texas — the youngest and
oldest to ever fly in space.

“Best day ever!” Bezos said
when the capsule touched down
on the desert floor in remoteWest
Texas after the 10-minute flight.

Named after America’s first
astronaut, Blue Origin’s New
Shepard rocket soared on the
52nd anniversary of the Apollo
11 moon landing, a date chosen
by Bezos for its historical signifi-
cance. He held fast to it, even as
Virgin Galactic’s Richard Branson
pushed up his own flight from

Blue Origin

Charged with acting as
unregistered agent of
United Arab Emirates

See STANDOFF, Page A5

AP PHOTO/DAVID J. PHILLIP, FILE

In this Jan. 19, 2017, photo, former
President Donald Trump’s Inaugural
Committee chairman Tom Barrack
speaks in Washington, D.C. Barrack
was arrested Tuesday in California
on charges alleging that he and
others conspired to influence
Trump’s foreign policy positions to
benefit the United Arab Emirates.

See ARREST, Page A5

See SPACE, Page A10

See OPIOID, Page A5

AP PHOTO/TONY GUTIERREZ

(From left) Oliver
Daemen; Jeff Bezos,
founder of Amazon
and space tourism
company Blue Origin;
Wally Funk; and Bezos’
brother Mark pose
for photos on the
landing pad in front of
the Blue Origin New
Shepard rocket after
their launch from
the spaceport near
Van Horn, Texas, on
Tuesday.

Hensley DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Members of the Bristol Tennessee Police Department took Greg
Hensley into custody near the corner of Hazelwood Street and
Maryland Avenue on Monday afternoon after a short standoff.
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coming from the residence
and believed those shots were
fired in his direction from a
window at the residence.”
Area residents also reported
hearing what they believed to
be gunshots, according to the
statement.

The Bristol Herald Courier
also spoke with two people
nearby who said they heard
what they thought were gun-
shots. Both declined to give
their names.

Shortly after noon, several
city police units descended
on the Maryland Avenue area

near the intersection with Ha-
zelwood Avenue and Carolina
Avenue. Police used cruisers to
block access on several adjoin-
ing residential streets, and
multiple units and officers,
with guns drawn, sealed off the
intersection just east of Fair-
mount Presbyterian Church.

Police then attempted to
contact Hensley by phone but
were unable to make contact,
according to the statement.

“They then began attempt-
ing to contact Hensley with
the public address system in a
police cruiser. After approxi-
mately 45 minutes, Hensley re-
sponded to their requests and
came out of the residence,”
according to the statement.

At about 1:10 p.m., officers
— carrying metal shields and
rifles — advanced toward the
house on Maryland Avenue.
About three minutes later, they
came back into view with one
man in handcuffs.

Hensley was taken into
custody without incident, and
there were no injuries report-
ed, according to police.

The investigation is continu-
ing, and additional charges
may be placed as the investi-
gation progresses, police said.

Hensley was booked into the
Sullivan County jail in Blount-
ville.

dmcgee@bristolnews.com
276-645-2532

Twitter: @DMcGeeBHC
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Matthew Grimes, 27, of As-
pen, Colorado, who is a for-
mer executive at Barrack’s
company, and Rashid al Ma-
lik, 43, a businessman from
the United Arab Emirates
who prosecutors said acted
as a conduit to that nation’s
rulers.

Prosecutors said the
crimes struck at “the very
heart of our democracy.”

One of Trump’s close per-
sonal friends for decades,
Barrack is the latest in a long
line of the former president’s
associates to face criminal
charges, including his former
campaign chair, his former
deputy campaign chair, his
former chief strategist, his for-
mer national security adviser,
his former personal lawyer
and his company’s longtime
chief financial officer.

Barrack raised $107 million
forTrump’s inaugural celebra-
tion, which was scrutinized
both for its lavish spending
and for attracting numerous
foreign officials and business-
people looking to lobby the
new administration.

While the indictment
made no allegations of
wrongdoing by the inaugural
committee, or by Trump, it
said Barrack positioned him-
self as someone who could
help the UAE get more influ-
ence in the U.S.

“The defendants repeat-
edly capitalized on Barrack’s
friendships and access to a
candidate who was eventu-
ally elected President, high-
ranking campaign and gov-

ernment officials, and the
American media to advance
the policy goals of a foreign
government without disclos-
ing their true allegiances,” Act-
ing Assistant Attorney General
Mark Lesko said.

Barrack has denied any
wrongdoing.

“Mr. Barrack has made
himself voluntarily available
to investigators from the
outset. He is not guilty and
will be pleading not guilty,” a
spokesperson said.

Prosecutors said Barrack
also provided UAE govern-
ment officials with sensitive
information about develop-
ments within the Trump ad-
ministration — including how
senior U.S. officials felt about
the Qatari blockade con-
ducted by the UAE and other
Middle Eastern countries.

“Worse, in his communica-
tions with Al Malik, the defen-
dant framed his efforts to ob-
tain an official position within
the Administration as one that
would enable him to further
advance the interests of the
UAE, rather than the interests
of the United States,” prosecu-
tors wrote in a letter seeking
his detention.

When Barrack tried to get
Trump to appoint him as ei-
ther the U.S. ambassador to
the UAE or as special envoy
to the Middle East, he wrote al
Malik ‘that any such appoint-
ment ‘would give ABU DHABI
more power!’” prosecutors
wrote.

Barrack served as an infor-
mal adviser to Trump’s cam-
paign in 2016 before becom-
ing the inaugural committee
chair. Beginning in January
2017, he informally advised

senior U.S. government of-
ficials on Middle East foreign
policy, prosecutors said.

Grimes also was arrested
Tuesday in California. A mes-
sage seeking comment was
sent to his attorney.

Bill Coffield, an attorney for
al Malik — who was not in
custody Tuesday — said his
client had cooperated exten-
sively with the office of special
counsel Robert Mueller and
that there was “nothing new
here.” He said al Malik had
simply tried to foster a good
relationship between the
country where he was born
and the U.S., where he lived
and worked for years, “both of
which he loves.”

Phone and email messages
sent to the UAE Embassy in
Washington were not imme-
diately returned.

Barrack made an initial
court appearance in Los
Angeles, where prosecutors
were to ask a U.S. magistrate
judge to bring him to New
York.

Noting that Forbes estimat-
ed his net worth at $1 billion
in March 2013 and his access
to a private plane, prosecu-
tors called him “an extremely
wealthy and powerful indi-
vidual with substantial ties to
Lebanon, the UAE, and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia”
who poses a serious flight risk
in a letter filed prior to his ap-
pearance.

They said the evidence
against him was “over-
whelming” and his risk of
fleeing was higher because
he’d traveled extensively,
taking more than 75 inter-
national trips in the last five
years.
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governments don’t opt in,
the settlement total would
go down.

“This is a nationwide crisis
,and it could have been and
should have been addressed
perhaps by other branches
of government,” Paul Geller,
one of the lead lawyers rep-
resenting local governments
across the U.S., said in a
conference call with report-
ers Tuesday. “But this really
is an example of the use of
litigation for fixing a national
problem.”

If approved, the settlement
will likely be the biggest of
many settlements to opioid
litigation. While it means bil-
lions for lawyers who worked
the cases, it is expected to
bring more than $23 billion
to abatement and mitigation
efforts to help get treatment
for people who are addicted,
along with other programs
to address the crisis. The
money would come in 18
annual payments, with the
biggest amounts in the next
several years.

The deal echoes one the
companies have been push-
ing, sometimes in public, for
two years.

Johnson & Johnson reiter-
ated in a statement that it’s
prepared to contribute up
to $5 billion to the national
settlement.

“There continues to be
progress toward finaliz-
ing this agreement and
we remain committed to
providing certainty for in-
volved parties and critical
assistance for families and
communities in need,” the
company said. “The settle-
ment is not an admission of
liability or wrongdoing, and
the Company will continue
to defend against any litiga-
tion that the final agreement
does not resolve.”

But Cardinal Health de-
clined to comment early
Tuesday, and the other dis-
tribution companies did not
respond to requests for com-
ment.

An Associated Press tally
finds there have been at least
$40 billion in completed or
proposed settlements, pen-
alties and fines between gov-
ernments and the toll of opi-
oids since 2007, not includ-
ing one between the federal
government and OxyContin
maker Purdue Pharma in
which most of the $8.3 bil-
lion would be waived. Pur-
due is trying to reach a deal
through bankruptcy court
that could be worth $10 bil-
lion over time; a hearing on
that plan is scheduled for
August.

Other deals are possible.
While a growing number
of companies in the indus-
try have struck deals, some
manufacturers have not —
and no pharmacy compa-
nies have struck nationwide
settlements.

But the total amount in the
settlements is far below esti-
mates of the financial costs
of the epidemic. The Society
of Actuaries found that the
cost of the crisis in the U.S.
was $630 billion from 2015
through 2018, with most of
the costs borne by the pri-
vate sector. And the White
House Council of Economic
Advisers, when considering
the economic impact of peo-
ple who fatally overdosed,
put the one-year cost at
about $500 billion nationally.

Unlike with the tobacco
settlements reached in the
1990s, governments have
agreed to spend money they
bring in from opioid-related
settlements to deal with the
opioid crisis.

In a joint statement, the
attorneys general for Con-
necticut, Delaware, Florida,
Louisiana, Massachusetts,
New York, North Carolina,
Ohio, Pennsylvania and Ten-
nessee said the settlement
talks with the four compa-
nies are “potentially nearing
their completion” and that
“we look forward to bringing
much-needed dollars home
to our states to help people
recover from opioid addic-
tion and to fundamentally
change the opioid manu-
facturing and distributing
industries so this never hap-
pens again.”

But they still have choices
ahead on exactly how they
do it.

“Is it a nice chunk of
change?” asked Ryan Hamp-
ton, who is in recovery from
an opioid addiction and is a
Las Vegas-based advocate for
policy to address the over-
dose crisis. “Sure it is. Will it
go to where it needs to go?
The jury’s still out on that.”

Even before the settlement
plan was unveiled Tuesday, a
group of public health advo-
cates and experts began call-
ing for any settlement mon-
ey to be spent to address the
opioid crisis.

“It’s money that can do a
lot of good if it’s used well,”
said Joshua Sharfstein, a vice
dean at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public
Health, who is spearhead-
ing the effort. “It’s really im-
portant to use it well to save
lives because it’s coming at
the peak of the overdose epi-
demic.”

Private lawyers on the
Plaintiffs’ Executive Com-
mittee representing local
governments in opioid law-

suits across the country an-
nounced some details of
the settlement Tuesday even
before it was completed.
The decision to do so was
partly because the state of
New York reached a settle-
ment Tuesday with the three
big distribution companies
amid a trial playing out in a
state court on Long Island.

New York’s deal, worth
more than $1 billion, repre-
sents the share of the nation-
al deal it will receive from
distributors if the national
deal is finalized. New York
also reached a similar deal
last month with Johnson &
Johnson worth $230 million.

“Today, we’re holding them
accountable delivering more
than $1 billion more into
New York communities rav-
aged by opioids for treat-
ment, recovery, and preven-
tion efforts,” New York At-
torney General Letitia James
said in a statement Tuesday.

The trial is expected to
continue, but the settlement
leaves only three drug man-
ufacturers as defendants.

Other manufacturers, re-
gional distribution compa-
nies and pharmacies will
remain in the New York and
other cases for now. Closing
arguments in a West Virginia
trial against the distributors
are expected to proceed as
scheduled next week. The
attorney general there, Pat-
rick Morrisey, said the state
would probably not agree to
the terms.

“I will keep fighting to pro-
tect West Virginia and will
not allow larger states to dic-
tate how we hold defendants
accountable for their ac-
tions,” he said in a statement
Tuesday.

The state and local gov-
ernments say distribution
companies did not have
proper controls to flag or
halt shipments to pharma-
cies that received outsized
shares of powerful and ad-
dictive prescription pain-
killers. The companies have
maintained they were filling
orders of legal drugs placed
by doctors — so they should
not shoulder blame for the
nation’s addiction and over-
dose crisis.

An Associated Press analy-
sis of federal distribution
data found that enough
prescription opioids were
shipped in 2012 for every
person in the U.S. to have a
20-day supply.

And opioids — including
both prescription drugs and
illegal ones like heroin and
illicitly produced fentanyl
— have been linked to more
than 500,000 deaths in the
U.S. since 2000. The num-
ber of cases reached a record
high in 2020.
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Forrest Landon, 87

‘Bornnewsman’: LongtimeRoanokeTimes&World-News editor dies
Associated Press

ROANOKE, Va. — Forrest
“Frosty” Landon, longtime ed-
itor of the Ro-
anoke Times
& World-News
who was de-
scribed as a
“born news-
man” in a
career that
spanned 40
years, died Monday. He was 87.

Word of Landon’s death
came from Beth Macy, Land-

on’s niece-in-law and former
Roanoke Times reporter, The
Roanoke Times reported. No
cause of death was listed.

Landon worked in radio,
television and newspapers
while in Roanoke. The Sid-
ney, New York, native was 22
years old and just out of the
University of Missouri’s jour-
nalism school when he came
to Roanoke in 1955 to work at
WDBJ-TV the day the station
went on the air. The Times-
World Corp. also owned the

WDBJ radio station, and
Landon soon moved from
television to become the ra-
dio station’s news director.

After Norfolk, Virginia-
based Landmark Commu-
nications bought the locally
owned Times-World Corp.
in 1969, the television and
radio stations were sold, and
Landon remained a newspa-
perman the rest of his career.

Landon also covered the
integration of southwest Vir-
ginia’s schools in the early

1960s. When Floyd County
High School integrated in
1960, school officials banished
reporters from interviewing
Black students. Landon, work-
ing for the radio station, and
a newspaper reporter tailed a
school bus and interviewed a
Black student in her home.

During his time as execu-
tive editor of The Roanoke
Times, which was also called
the Roanoke Times & World-
News during most of his ca-
reer as newsroom boss, the

newspaper was a three-time
finalist for a Pulitzer Prize.

In 1979, Landon wrote a
first-person account of his
cancer treatment after doc-
tors discovered he had a rare
case of lymphoma.

He became the executive
editor of the Roanoke Times
& World-News in 1982 when
he succeeded Ben Bowers,
who took a job in Greens-
boro, North Carolina.

Landon never fully left jour-
nalism even after his retire-

ment in 1995, according to
the newspaper. A year later,
he co-founded the Virginia
Coalition for Open Govern-
ment and served as its first
director. The nonprofit group
worked to make citizens
aware of government trans-
parency and open records
laws, and to strengthen the
Freedom of Information Act.

Landon is survived by his
wife, son and daughter and
their spouses, and three
grandchildren.

Landon
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Members of the Bristol Tennessee Police Department took Greg Hensley into
custody near the corner of Hazelwood Street and Maryland Avenue on Monday
afternoon after a short standoff.


