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Weather

Hot and humid today and 
tomorrow with highs in the 
mid-90s. Daytime highs 
Saturday in the low 90s, 
dropping to the 80s on 
Sunday.

By TOM McLAUGHLIN 
News & Record Staff

The Delta variant of COVID-19 
is filling up beds at the hospital with 
patients who arrive younger and 
sicker than in previous waves of the 
pandemic, said two members of the 
Sentara Halifax Regional Hospital 
medical team on Wednesday.

SHRH Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
James Priest and Hospitalist Physi-
cian Assistant Blake Rogers spoke 
to reporters Wednesday afternoon to 
underscore the urgency of the situ-
ation, which Rogers said has wors-
ened significantly in the past month. 

SHRH went from seeing no cases 
of COVID-19 in June “to all of a 
sudden having an abundance of co-
vid patients in our hospital walls,” 
Rogers said.

Priest urged county residents to 
get vaccinated and take other steps, 
such as frequent handwashing and 
social distancing to stop the spread 
of the highly contagious Delta vari-
ant. Priest called the Delta strain of 
the virus “far worse than what we 
saw originally.

“It is truly devastating when it 
wreaks havoc on a person’s body,” 
he said.

The public outreach by SHRH 
comes as hospitals around Virginia 
and the country are beginning to fill 
up with patients suffering severe 
bouts of COVID-19. Health officials 
in Arkansas, where only about 43 
percent of people are fully inoculat-
ed, reported this week that the state 
has only eight unoccupied ICU beds 
for its population of 3 million.

The vaccination rate in Halifax 
stands at 37 percent of the county’s 
population, according to state health 
department data.

Rogers, a member of the admis-
sions team at the emergency depart-

ment, said the local ER saw its first 
new covid case around the middle of 
July after a dormant period for the 
virus. “Last week the numbers dra-
matically increased,” he said.

Average admissions at the hospi-
tal run from around eight to 15 pa-
tients daily. In recent days, SHRH 
is admitting two, three, four covid 
patients per day, Rogers said.

Priest and Rogers said the Delta 
strain is prone to  inflicting scar 
damage to the lungs, with potential 
long-term consequences for patients. 
Because of the severity of breath-

Hospital sounds alarm on Delta
Priest

Rogers

Medical team treating covid patients who arrive at ER younger, sicker and unvaccinated

See HOSPITAL, page A7

Trustees back 
mask mandate 
for school start
School Board majority upholds 
policy, citing new state law

By TOM McLAUGHLIN 
News & Record Staff

All persons stepping inside Halifax County 
public schools — students, staff and visitors, 
vaccinated or not — will be required to wear 
masks with the start of the new school year 
Aug. 30.

The School Board voted Monday to uphold 
an administration policy to require the wearing 
of masks, although trustees stipulated that they 
will take another look at the mask mandate in 
30 days or less, with renewed discussion like-
ly at the September board meeting. Changes 
could be made in the local policy if the CDC 
relaxes its guidance calling for all individuals 
to wear masks indoors at school regardless of 
their vaccination status.

The vote to adopt the policy was 6-2, with 
“no” votes cast by trustees Roy Keith Lloyd 
(ED-2) and Keith McDowell (ED-7).

The mask mandate comes on the heels of 
revised recommendations by the CDC, which 
last week called for more stringent measures 
to combat the spread of COVID-19 and its 
Delta variant. The highly contagious strain is 

SO CLOSE
HALIFAX COACH PITCH ALL-STARS FINISH SECOND  

IN DIXIE WORLD SERIES IN MISSISSIPPI » Sports, B1

By LIZA FULTON 
News & Record Staff

Violent winds and rainfall brought 
down trees and felled power lines in 
South Boston and Halifax County Tues-
day night as the region swelters under a 
summer heat wave.

High temperatures and heat index 
readings of 100 degrees-plus are fore-
cast to continue through today, with 
relief from the 90-degree heat and high 
humidity not expected until the week-
end.

The National Weather Service in 
Blacksburg tracked thunderstorms 
and dangerous weather conditions 
in western Virginia and North Caro-
lina throughout Tuesday evening and 
Wednesday, issuing a storm watch for 
most of the region. In Halifax County, 
the humid air and high heat brewed up 
a powerful storm that swept through 
Tuesday night starting around 7 p.m.

South Boston Fire Chief Steve Phil-
lips said the storm kicked up intense 
winds that traveled on a straight path 
through town, bringing down trees 
in a number of neighborhoods. NWS 
Blacksburg also received reports of 

downed trees in Halifax, Scottsburg and 
other parts of the county.

In the Town of Halifax and on Ber-
ry Hill Road, sirens sounded tornado 
warnings Tuesday night, although there 
were no twisters in evidence. “I haven’t 

figured out why the tornado siren was 
enabled,” said Phillips.

A lightning strike set afire a shed 
behind the 1101 Owens Avenue home 
of David and Cynthia Owen of South 

PATH OF DAMAGE

The N. Main Street home of Frank Fincher is almost completely hidden under 
a maple tree which was felled by a severe thunderstorm Tuesday evening.

Heat and humidity 
spawn high winds,  

intense storm Tuesday

By LIZA FULTON 
News & Record Staff

South Boston residents lined up 
Wednesday outside of the Hamilton 
Boulevard public works building to pick 
up new trash cans that the town has pur-
chased with CARES Act funding.

Business was brisk from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Wednesday as people came by for 
their free trash cans, which feature South 
Boston’s town logo on the side and hold 
up to 64 gallons of waste. South Bos-
ton ordered 2,500 cans to distribute to 
households and businesses.

The trash cans will allow for touch-
less disposal by sanitation crews — the 

main reason for the purchase, to cut 
down on the spread of germs — as the 
town’s new trash truck is outfitted with 
a mechanical arm that can scoop up and 
empty the containers without human in-
tervention.

But for residents who stood in line to 
get theirs, a large part of the appeal was 
the improved look and feel of the con-
tainers.

“I think it will make the trash look 
neater,” said 95-year-old South Boston 
native Tee Godbold.

Others voiced the opinion that the 
uniform design of the trash cans will 
improve South Boston’s curb appeal on 

trash pickup day. Others were just hap-
py to have new containers.

 “I’ll use the can for large items, but 
I will still continue to take my trash to 
the dump a couple times a week,” said 
Monica Martin. Martin lives on Glen-
dale Drive, and has noticed an increase 
in rodents since a nearby stand of trees 
was recently harvested for timber.

Others residents picking up new con-
tainers said their current trash cans were 
old, worn out, or had holes. With them, 
the town should see fewer instances of 
ripped plastic trash bags spilling out into 
yards, sidewalks and streets. Some folks 

Tee Godbold, 95, and Shelby Talbott pick up 
their new trash cans on Wednesday.

See TRUSTEES, page A6

Residents line up to claim new trash cans
See STORM, page A8

See TRASH, page A2

ing problems, the medical 
staff at the hospital is being 
forced to take emergency 
measures sooner than in 
prior phases of the disease.

“This time patients are 
coming in in such respira-
tory distress that we have 
to start with pretty aggres-
sive airway management,” 
Rogers said.

Another big difference 
between this latest stage of 
the pandemic and earlier 
phases is the typical age 
of patients. Initially, most 
of those admitted to the 
hospital were 60 years old 
and up. Now the majority 
of patients are in their 40s 
and 50s.

“They’re coming in 
sicker and they’re coming 
in younger — that’s one of 
the things I’ve seen over 
the last several weeks,” 
said Priest.

He estimated that 95 
percent of the hospital’s 
caseload consists of unvac-
cinated persons.

Addressing people’s hes-
itation to get the vaccine 
in personal terms, Priest 
noted that he has Guillain-
Barre syndrome, a rare dis-
order in which the body’s 
immune system attacks the 
nerves. Because of his con-
dition, Priest said he has 
chosen in the past not to get 
the flu vaccine. 

COVID-19 is different.
“I honestly did not hesi-

tate” to get inoculated 
with the mRNA vaccine, 
versions of which are pro-
duced by Moderna and 
Pfizer-BioNTech, Priest 
said. Despite his compro-
mised immune system, any 
risk that the vaccine would 
inflame the condition paled 
in comparison to the dan-

gers of contracting COV-
ID-19, he explained.

“My odds of dying from 
covid were ten times the 
chance of me getting the 
Guillain-Barre,” he said.

While Priest said individ-
uals must make their own 
decisions on whether or not 
to get the shots, not getting 
vaccinated can have seri-
ous consequences not only 
if they get sick, but if the 
virus spreads to others in 
their circle.

“I’m trying to protect 
my wife, my family, and 
the people around me,” he 
said.

A relatively small num-
ber of people who have 
been vaccinated have con-
tracted COVID-19. Priest 
said these “breakthrough 
cases” account for about 9 

percent of the caseload in 
the U.S., around 10,000 
people per day. Although 
vaccines are very effective, 
they do not offer bullet-
proof protection. However, 
even in cases where the 
virus has broken through 
immune defenses, patients’ 
symptoms are generally 
very mild, said Priest.

Priest said his son and 
daughter-in-law, both of 
whom are vaccinated, 
work as physical therapy 
assistants at a Danville 
nursing home. Both recent-
ly contracted COVID-19 
despite getting their shots. 
Instead of serious illness, 
both “came down with 
cold-like symptoms” that 
subsided within days. The 
only real consequence was 
that they spent 10 days at 

home before returning to 
work.

Apart from vaccination, 
people can do their part 
to slow the spread of CO-
VID-19 by taking simple 
steps — frequent hand-
washing, social distanc-
ing, wearing a mask. Priest 
said handwashing “sounds 
so simple” but “it’s one of 
the most effective things 
we can do to prevent infec-
tion.”

As one of Halifax Coun-
ty’s longest-serving physi-
cians, Priest said he has 
“never seen anything like 
what we’re seeing here” 
with the coronavirus pan-
demic, and now, with the 
Delta variant. He pointed 
to the history of the 1918 
flu pandemic as a guide for 
what can happen if the vi-

rus is allowed to persist and 
develop in more dangerous 
forms.

The 1918 flu eventually 
burned itself out, but only 
after millions of people 
died.

“The longer you give 
the virus time to mutate, 
it will attempt to do so,” 
Priest said. Immunization 
robs the virus of potential 
hosts and cuts down on the 
chances that new strains 
will develop that evade 
vaccine defenses. 

Left unchecked, the vi-
rus also will eventually 
go away — after it claims 
countless lives.

“I think some people like 
at this and think this is just 
the flu again. This is much 
more deadly,” said Priest.
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South Boston, VA 24592

434-575-8321
TractorSupply.com
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The Cluster Springs Volunteer Fire Department’s anual Trail Ride will be held Saturday, Sept. 18 at 1168 
Cluster Springs Road, South Boston. The ride is $25, which includes the ride, dinner and entertainment. Chil-
dren 12 and under are $15 and the Saturday night dinner and entertainment is $15. Dinner includes pulled 
pork barbecue, baked beans, slaw and dinner roll, dessert and drinks. DJ Slim will be providing entertain-
ment both Friday and Saturday nights. Primitive camping is available Friday-Sunday. For more information 
contact CSVFD Chief Chris Hudson at 434-579-5338 or the fire station at 4343-575-7094.

The Turbeville Ruritan Club recently awarded a schol-
arship to Ta’Shawn Miyel Medley  for his continuing 
education. Ta’Shawn will be attending Mary  Baldwin 
University in the fall to study business and finance. The 
presentation was attended by Ta’shawn’s mother and 
father, Joel and Lashonda Medley and grandmother.  
Ed McKinney presented the shcholarship.
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Rainy weather today and 
Tuesday with daytime 
highs in the mid 80s. 
More rain Wednesday with 
chance of thunderstorms.
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By LIZA FULTON  
News & Record Staff

Microsoft and the Better Block Foun-
dation, an urban design nonprofit, have 
partnered to create a mobile pop-up park 
to support public events in Halifax and 
Mecklenburg counties. The first event 
will take place August 20-21 in Clarks-
ville, with DJ, food, movies and drinks. 

“The event container is a way Micro-
soft will support community events and 
build community relations near their 
data centers,” said Kristin Leiber, Senior 

Project Manager of the Better Block 
Foundation.

The mobile pop-up park is a repur-
posed shipping container that has been 
transformed into a device for staging 
events. Powered by carbon-free solar 
energy, the “Better Block in a Box” has 
the ability to pop up into a restaurant or 
shop. The box contains beer hall tables 
and seats, air hammocks, lawn games, 
sound equipment, lighting, a dance floor 
and much more. One nifty feature: the 
box holds everything need for an out-
door movie screening — with an inflat-

able screen and video projector.
The bright green container was deliv-

ered from Texas last week to the SOVA 
Innovation Hub in South Boston. Local 
artist Desiree Shaffer and her daughter 
Dominique began adding decorative 
touches to give the box a regional iden-
tity, painting a mural on the box as a 
backdrop for photos with friends, fami-
lies, and selfies. Other fabrications will 
be added from the Southern Virginia 
Higher Education Center before the box 
makes its way to Clarksville.

POWER 
PLAY

Comets come out firing in opening scrimmage » Sports, B1

By TOM McLAUGHLIN 
News & Record Staff

On June 7, Bobby and Lynn 
Burton celebrated their first year 
together as a couple, having 
known each other since childhood 
before falling in love in their 30s. 
They married in November 2020 
and looked forward to spending 
many happy years at their Scotts-
burg home.

Less than 12 hours apart Satur-

day and Sunday, they died togeth-
er in the hospital ICU — Bobby 
first on Saturday night, followed 
by Lynn early Sunday morning.

The cause of their deaths was 
COVID-19.

“This is like a dream that I wish 
I could wake up from,” said Jen-
nifer Hatcher, who grew up with 
Lynn in Clover.

She and Melissa Fears, two 
of Lynn’s closest friends from 

childhood, have established a 
GoFundMe page in the aftermath 
of the Burtons’ deaths to help the 
families cope with funeral ex-
penses. The deaths of the husband 
and wife happened with shock-
ing speed, less than two weeks 
after they first tested positive for 
Covid-19. They were admitted to 
Sentara Halifax Regional Hos-
pital last week, on Tuesday and 
Thursday, and each died before 

the weekend was over.
Bobby Burton, a Huber Engi-

neered Woods employee, volun-
teer firefighter and former chief 
of the Scottsburg Volunteer Fire 
Department, was 36. Lynn Powell 
Burton, who worked for South-
side Behavioral Health and was a 
dedicated volunteer with the Tri-
angle Volunteer Fire Department, 
was 37.

“Both of them were real out-
going, lovable and giving,” said 

Fears. “They loved camping 
and the outdoors and fishing and 
floating down the river. They’d 
spend their time with family and 
friends. Lynn was like a sister to 
us …. We’ve been together since 
we were all babies. We grew up 
together.

“It’s just been hard.”
Their deaths come as public 

health officials and medical pro-

Husband and wife die  
of virus, hours apart
Within days of being admitted to hospital ICU, and less than 
two weeks after positive tests, couple succumbs to COVID-19 Lynn and Bobby Burton of Scottsburg

See DEATHS, page A4

Powered by carbon-free solar energy, the “Better Block in a Box” is sponsored by Microsoft and the Better Block Foun-
dation. Above, local artist Desiree Shaffer and daughter Dominique applied decorative touches to the box at the SOVA 
Innovation Hub late last week. 

ALL-PURPOSE BLOCK IN A BOX

Shipping container repurposed as pop-up event stage

Hall launches 
write-in bid for 
ED-2 supervisors

By LIZA FULTON  
News & Record Staff

A write-in candidate has emerged for the 
open seat on the Halifax County Board of Su-
pervisors in ED-2, where incumbent supervisor 
Jeff Francisco opted not to run for another term.

High school teacher Devin Hall, founder of 
the Halifax Community 
Players, said this week he 
will run a write-in cam-
paign challenging Larry 
Roller, the lone candidate 
to qualify for the ballot in 
the ED-2 supervisors race. 
The election is Nov. 2.

Hall, 34, said he will 
bring a new perspective on 
the Board if he succeeds 
in the race. “I’m running 
to voice my opinion and 
bring the voice of the younger generation.”

He expressed his views on issues that have 
dominated board business in recent months and 
years, on everything from the fate of Halifax’s 
Confederate statue at the courthouse, to plans 
for the high school, solar farms and broadband 
internet in the county’s underserved rural areas.

On the Confederate statue — which county 
residents voted to leave in place by a 20-point 
margin in 2019 — Hall said it should be relo-
cated from the Courthouse square. “The stat-
ue belongs at the War Memorial [Park] or at 
Staunton River Battlefield State Park,” he said.

Hall

See BOX, page A2 See HALL, page A3

From staff reports

Halifax County lost 6.1% of 
its population in the past decade, 
making it the 50th largest locality 
among 133 Virginia counties and 
cities in 2020, according to the 

Census Bureau’s decennial head-
count of the U.S.

With 34,022 people, Halifax 
was among roughly half of Vir-
ginia counties and cities that ex-
perienced population declines 
since the 2010 Census. Halifax 

had a population of 36,241 people 
in 2010.

Virginia’s population grew by 
7.9% over the decade, but most of 
that growth was fueled by rising 
numbers in the urban clusters of 
northern Virginia, Tidewater and 

the Richmond area. The state’s 
fastest-growing locality was Lou-
doun County, where the popula-
tion shot up by 34.8%.

By contrast, the 2020 Census 
results, released this week, paint 
a picture of rural areas that con-

tinue to lose strength, population-
wise. Among Virginia localities 
that adjoin Halifax, only Camp-
bell County experienced growth: 
a modest 1.6%, bringing Camp-

People drain: Halifax sheds 6.1% of population over decade

See CENSUS, page A2

THE NEWS & RECORD A4

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9 AM TO 7 PM • SATURDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM

90 Days No Payments with approved credit • 3 Mo., 3,000 Mile Powertrain Warranty
FREE State Inspection as long as you own your car

2014 GMC ACADIA DENALI

2018 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5S

2019 NISSAN ROGUE SPORT2019 NISSAN ROGUE S 2017 HONDA ACCORD SPORT
WITH HONDA SENSING

viders warn of the renewed likelihood of serious illness 
and deaths from the virus, which has mutated into a delta 
variant that spreads more easily than its previous forms 
and appears to aggressively attack younger patients. The 
disease has killed 78 people in Halifax County since the 
onset of the pandemic last year, according to the Virginia 
Department of Health.

Last week, two providers at Sentara Halifax Regional 
Hospital — chief medical officer Dr. James Priest and hos-
pitalist physician assistant Blake Rogers — warned that 
people run the risk of dying if they do not get vaccinated 
for COVID-19.

Vaccination had been a source of trepidation and worry 
for Lynn Burton. In text messages with her friend Jenni-
fer Hatcher, she expressed unease with her options, caught 
between her fears of the virus and wariness of getting the 
shots.

“This covid stuff scares me. I haven’t been vaccinated 
either because that scares me too. My momma and daddy 
have been vaccinated,” Lynn wrote in one of her text mes-
sages. She added, “I’m on the fence. I’m stuck between 
being afraid of the virus and being afraid of the cure.”

Through Aug. 3 — one day prior to Bobby testing posi-
tive for the virus — neither husband nor wife had gotten 
the shots, Fears confirmed. With the vaccines that have 
been authorized by the FDA for emergency use, the CDC 
advises that it takes two weeks after the last shot before a 
person has full protection from the virus.

Bobby Burton was the first to fall ill. When he went to 
the doctor on Aug. 4 for treatment of cold symptoms he 
tested positive. Lynn Burton tested positive days later.

By Tuesday, Aug. 10, Bobby was having such trouble 
breathing that he and Lynn, who was also sick, went to the 
hospital emergency room. He was admitted to the hospital 
and immediately placed in the intensive care unit, while 
Lynn was sent home, Fears recounted.

Two days later, Lynn’s mother, Alice Powell, discovered 
her in a severely weakened state. “She was confused and 
her oxygen level was low, and she couldn’t walk,” said 
Fears.

That day, Thursday, Aug. 12, Lynn Burton would return 
to the ER and, this time, she landed in the hospital ICU 
next to her husband.

“They kept her in the ICU across the hall from Bobby, 
and it was Saturday; they both took a turn for the worse so 
they put them both on a ventilator,” said Fears.

The days following their admissions to the hospital ICU 
brought glimmers of hope, undone by increasingly bleak 
updates and phone calls. On Friday, Hatcher spoke by 
phone first to Bobby, then to Lynn. “The crazy thing is, the 
last time I talked to him was 4:58 on Friday, and he said 
they were doing a little better,” she said.

Hatcher later spoke to Lynn around 8:50 p.m. that Friday 
night: “I said, ‘Hang in there; I love you,’ and she said, 
‘Thanks, I love you too.’ That’s the last thing I heard from 
her.”

On Saturday, Hatcher and Fears got a phone call at 
Mount Laurel Grocery, which they operate together in the 
Clover area. The caller was Lynn’s mother, Alice Powell, 
and she relayed the grim news from Sentara HRH pulmo-
nologist Dr. James Witko, who caught up with Mrs. Pow-
ell as she was headed to the hospital to see her daughter. 
“She [said] they put Bobby and Lynn on a vent today, and I 
couldn’t believe it,” said Fears, recalling the conversation.

By 8 that evening, Mrs. Powell had gotten a second call 
from the doctor — this time informing her that Bobby had 
just died and Lynn was not expected to make it. Lynn died 
Sunday morning around 4:30 a.m., said her friends.

In theGoFundMe page they set up for the families, Me-
lissa Fears and Jennifer Hatcher wrote the following:

“We grew up with Lynn and she was like a sister to us. 
We never thought we would be doing this but our friends 
Bobby and Lynn Burton (husband & wife) passed away 
within hours of each other from the horrible disease covid. 
Bobby and Lynn were a perfect match. They would both 
do anything they could to help others and would give you 
the shirt off of their backs.

“We are trying to raise funds to help both families with 
final expenses. Any amount is greatly appreciated. If you 
want to donate and [don’t] want to do it on here, just con-
tact Melissa or Jennifer. If unable to donate please keep 
the families in your prayers and share this. May God bless 
you.”

By Sunday at 7 p.m., the campaign had raised $2,556 
towards the $20,000 goal, with 50 donors in the first 13 
hours.

To donate, visit www.gofundme.com and search for “Fi-
nal Expenses for Bobby and Lynn Burton.”

Before she tested positive for COVID-19, Lynn Burton 
had planned on Aug. 7 to start work part-time at Mount 
Laurel Grocery. It was one more way in which the three 
women, closest of friends, had looked forward to spending 
more time together.

“Lynn was the type of person, she was always there for 
you if you were upset or hurt. She was the glue for every-
body, she looked out for everybody,” said Hatcher. “She 
was the best person in the world.”

The Virginia Department of Health 
is changing up its covid tracking 
website to provide more data on 
the spread of the virus as the Com-
monwealth struggles with a surge of 
cases from the Delta variant.

In the first two weeks of August, 
VDH reported 66 COVID-19 deaths, 
with 16 added Friday to the agency’s 
count. There were 2,270 new cases 
reported on Friday, and Virginia’s 
seven-day average is 1,880 new 
cases per day. On Friday, Halifax 
County’s 14 new cases was the high-
est one-day total since March. 

Since the beginning of the pan-
demic the Southside Health District, 
which spans Halifax, Mecklenburg, 
and Brunswick counties, has report-
ed 6,908 COVID-19 cases, 246 hos-
pitalizations, and 171 deaths.

In recent days, hospital officials 
have said daily admissions at Sen-
tara Halifax Regional are running 
about 2-4 patients per day. A hospital 
nurse who asked not to be identified 
for job-related reasons confirmed the 
beds are full and only become avail-
able to new patients when a person 
dies.

“The virus is attacking more peo-
ple and killing people faster than we 
saw early in the year,” said the nurse.

The nurse encourages everyone 
to get vaccinated to protect them-
selves and those they interact with. 
Unvaccinated people who are being 
admitted to the Intensive Care Unit 
are placing others at risk, including 
the lives of hospital staff. Some vac-
cinated people have been admitted 
to the hospital with COVID-19 and 
most of them were immune com-
promised. The virus is attacking all 
ages, young and old.

“There are many kids being treat-
ed at the emergency room for COV-
ID-19,” said the nurse, who encour-
aged all parents to have their kids 
wear a face mask to protect them 
from the virus because they are too 
young for the vaccine.

In other areas near Halifax County, 
the VDH reported Danville had 24 
new cases on Friday and one death. 
Danville has reported 14 new cases 

DEATHS From page A1 VDH revamps daily covid tracker

Laura Guthrie, Area Forester for the Virginia 
Department of Forestry, was the speaker at the 
monthly meeting of South Boston Post D, Travel-
ers Protective Association (TPA).  Guthrie spoke 
on her job duties including Forest Management, 
Reforestation, Burning Laws, Fire Control and 
Consulting. Pictured: Laura Guthrie with the 
Virginia Department of Forestry and Gary New-
comb, President South Boston TPA Post D.

LOSS OF SPOUSE - There will be a one day grief seminar for anyone 
grieving the loss of a spouse. It will be Saturday,  August 
28 at First Baptist Church,  815 N. Main St., South Boston, 
from 10:00 a.m.-noon. There is no charge for this work-
shop, but pre-registration is requested. Please call 434-
476-7068 to pre-register or if you have questions.

If anyone is interested in being a vendor at the North Halifax VFD An-
nual Fundraising Marathon Saturday, September 11, 11:00 
a.m.-5:00 p.m. Please contact Blair Hall at 434.222.8509.

GRIEFSHARE - weekly sessions will be held beginning Monday, Sep-
tember 13 at both 1:00 p.m. and again at 6:30 p.m. Anyone 
who has lost a relative or close friend will find suggestions 
for coping with your grief. There is no charge, and a work-
book will be provided. All meetings will be held at First 
Baptist Church,  815 N. Main Street, South Boston. Please 
call 434-476-7068 to pre-register or if you have questions. 

AARP will resume meeting on September 27, 11:00 a.m. at First Bap-
tist Church, North Main Street, South Boston.  Please plan 
to attend and bring a friend with you.

Aug. 16, 2021 edition of the N&R
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tion clinics specifically for “Phase 1b” pri-
ority groups. Phase 1b is the second group 
eligible to receive the vaccine; inoculations 

continue for the highest priority Phase 1a 
group, which includes front-line medical 
providers.

“We are pleased to move to the next 
phase and to be able to provide a safe and 
effective vaccine to more people,” said Dr. 
Scott Spillmann, director of the Pittsylva-
nia-Danville and Southside health districts. 
“But, as we enter Phase 1b, we will begin 
administering the second doses to those in 
1a. We ask everyone to please be patient as 
we recruit as many contract staff and vol-
unteers as we can to help with this.”

Phase 1b includes police, fire and hazmat 

response personnel, those living and 
working in correctional facilities, home-
less shelters and migrant labor camps, 
childcare/K-12 teachers and staff, food and 
agriculture workers, manufacturers, gro-
cery store workers, public transit workers, 
mail carriers (USPS and private), anyone 
65 years and older, and those individuals 
16-64 years with high risk medical condi-
tions. 

The two health departments cover Pitt-
sylvania County and the City of Danville 
and the counties of Halifax, Mecklen-

Virus outbreak sickens 140 at Sinai prison
Infections fuel highest 
numbers yet for county

COVID-19 has spread to 130 
inmates and 10 staff members 
at Halifax Correctional Center 
Unit 23, according to the Vir-
ginia Department of Correc-
tions, which operates the Sinai-
area minimum security prison.

The Unit 23 outbreak is just 
the latest in series of mass in-
fections inside Virginia prisons, 
where more than 8,000 offend-
ers and correctional employees 
have contracted the virus. CO-
VID-19 has claimed the lives of 
51 inmates and two corrections 
department employees since 
the pandemic began, VADOC 
reported Sunday on its covid 
tracking website.

The explosion of cases at 
Halifax Correctional Center 
Unit 23 has contributed to a 
sharp rise in Halifax County’s 
overall caseload in recent days. 
The number of positive tests 
for the coronavirus in Halifax 
County has risen to 1,703, with 
47 deaths since March. 

Forty people have been 
hospitalized with the disease 

locally, according to the Vir-
ginia Department of Health. 
All VDH figures are current 
through Sunday.

In the most recent seven-
day period, Jan. 11-17, Halifax 
added 289 cases to its overall 
covid caseload. VDH reported 
116 new cases on Saturday, the 
county’s largest one-day num-
ber since the start of the pan-
demic.

At Unit 23, the sharp rise in 
the inmate caseload came after 
the prison conducted a second 
round of virus testing on Mon-

day, Jan. 11. All inmates and 
staff had previously been tested 
on Dec. 3, according to Lisa 
Kinney, VADOC Director of 
Communications.

As recently as two weeks 
ago, the corrections department 
reported only a small number 
of cases involving prison staff 
— a situation that has bal-
looned into the 130 inmates 
who have been infected. 129 
inmates continue to be housed 
at facility. One man has been 
relocated — either transferred 
to another facility, hospitalized 

or released, according to VA-
DOC, which provides no in-
formation on its website on the 
specific status of inmates.

The prison outbreak, first re-
ported by the News & Record 
Thursday, has been fueled by 
the difficulty of maintaining so-
cial distance inside the facility, 
where inmates live, work, and 
sleep in close proximity to one 
another. One inmate at Unit 23 
who detailed conditions there 
for the N&R, Larry Del Hunt, 
said another problem is inmates 

Halifax Correctional Center Unit 23 on Farm Road in the Sinai area

See VACCINES, page A2

With radar gun in hand, Main 
Street resident gathers evidence

By Liza Fulton 
News & Record Staff

Tim Hudgins, a Town of Halifax resi-
dent, is sick and tired of speeding vehicles 
and unnecessary noise as people pass by 
his home on Main Street. Hudgins has lived 
on Main Street for more than 30 years and 
what was once the golden rule — if you 
want a ticket, just speed through Halifax — 
is no longer the case.

“I’ve told the chief [of police] they have 
lost their reputation,” said Hudgins.

Hudgins has a home surveillance camera 
that records the video, audio and the date 
and time stamp at which these vehicles are 
barreling down Main Street. 

“It is all hours of the day and night,” 
said Hudgins, who showed off video of the 
same tractor trailer rolling through at 4:15 
a.m. and then again 15          minutes later, 
shifting the rig into lower gears to create 
more noise. “Some vehicles are doing it 
deliberately; they turn around and imme-
diately come back revving their engines,” 
said Hudgins. 

Hudgins owns a speed radar gun, too, 
and on Dec. 16, “in an hour I recorded 20 
cars speeding from 33 mph to 52 miles per 
hour.” The offending vehicles ran the gam-
ut — cars, trucks, box trucks and big rigs. 

“I am not out here impersonating an of-
ficer, but I am a concerned citizen,” said 
Hudgins as he pointed his radar gun at on-
coming traffic, providing a first-hand dem-
onstration of the problem.

Hudgins has been collecting video data 
since March 2019, although the unneces-

sary noise and speeding had been going on 
long before then. He has shown his videos, 
three terabyte storage drives’ worth, to offi-

cials including Halifax Mayor Dexter Gil-
liam, Councilman Jack Dunavant, Sheriff’s 

Fed up with violations, 
Halifax man tracks traffic 

Tim Hudgins clocks a vehicle speeding through the 25-MPH zone in front of his 
Main Street home.

Board hires firm to lead 
organizational review

By HENRY STEVENS 
News & Record Intern

The Halifax County Industrial De-
velopment Authority is bringing in a 
private firm to conduct an organization-
al analysis as the organization seeks to 
right itself after the firing of its latest 
executive director. 

The IDA board of directors autho-
rized Interim Executive Director Mike 
Davidson to hire RiverLink Group to 
conduct the organizational analysis. 
RiverLink Group is headed by Eliza-
beth Povar, former vice-president of 
the Virginia Economic Development 
Partnership, the state’s lead agency for 
business recruitment and development.

County Administrator Scott Simp-
son, who attends IDA meetings as a 
representative of the Board of Super-
visors, also announced his intention to 
form a new project review committee 
to increase oversight of the IDA direc-
tor.

The purpose of the joint committee to 
ensure “everybody’s hearing the same 
thing as the project develops, rather 
than how it happened in the past where 
the IDA director would put [an incen-
tive] package together and present it to 
the Board [of Supervisors],” Simpson 
explained. 

Simpson added that even if the 
county is presented with a bad deal, 
the pressure will be strong not to re-
ject it. “Honestly it’s no choice. Do we 
approve it and get 200 jobs, or do we 
turn it down and look like a bad guy?” 
Simpson asked IDA directors.

Simpson’s proposed joint committee 

See TRAFFIC, page A4
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"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable 
network of mutuality, tied in a single garment

of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects 
all indirectly." - Martin Luther King, Jr.

 Halifax County Business and Professional Council
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Recent moves in Virginia to legalize mari-
juana may see pushback from farmers, even 
among those who grow hemp.

Jim Jennings, who serves as president of the 
Mecklenburg County Farm Bureau and is a 
member of the Mecklenburg County Board of 
Supervisors, told board members during their 
monthly meeting on Monday that he’s stud-
ied House Bill 1815 introduced by Del. Steve 
Heretick (D-Portsmouth), and believes it “does 
no good for anyone.” He did not elaborate on 
his claim.

The full board expressed no opinion on the 
bill.

The bill introduced by Heretick calls for the 
Board of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
to regulate marijuana cultivation, manufactur-
ing and testing facilities as well as retail mari-
juana stores, and grants localities the authority 
to enact ordinances that set additional licensing 
requirements for marijuana establishments. HB 
1815 also allows home cultivation of marijua-
na for personal use by persons 21 and older on 
land where they are live or have permission to 
grow the plant, so long as it is not visible from a 
public road and reasonable precautions are tak-
en to prevent unauthorized access to the crop.

Every plant must have a tag attached that 
includes the grower’s name, driver’s license 
number or identification number, a notation 
that the marijuana plant is being grown for 
personal use, and if growing is done on land 
owned by someone other than the grower, the 
name of the landowner.

The bill imposes a tax on marijuana and mar-
ijuana products sold in retail establishments 
at a rate of 9.7 percent. Two-thirds of the tax 
revenues on marijuana sales would go to the 
general fund and the remaining one-third will 
be set aside for public education.

Finally, the bill establishes several new crim-
inal penalties related to marijuana and modifies 
some existing criminal penalties. 

Currently, distribution of one ounce or less of 
marijuana is a Class 1 misdemeanor. Distribu-
tion of more than one ounce up to five pounds 
of marijuana is a Class 5 felony, while distribu-
tion of more than five pounds and manufacture 
of marijuana are both felonies punishable by 
up to 30 years in prison. A third or subsequent 

conviction for distribution of marijuana is pun-
ishable by up to life in prison and requires a 
five-year mandatory minimum prison sentence. 

The current Code of Virginia includes addi-
tional felonies for transporting certain amounts 
of marijuana into the state, distributing mari-
juana to a minor, involving a minor in the dis-
tribution of marijuana, and distributing near 
schools or other specified properties.

If HB 1815 is enacted, there would be no pen-
alties for possession of retail marijuana — that 
is, marijuana that is cultivated, manufactured, 
or sold by a licensed marijuana establishment 
— for persons who are 21 years of age or older. 
However, possession of non-retail marijuana 
would be subject to a civil penalty of no more 
than $25. 

The proposal also decriminalizes retail mari-
juana possession for persons under 21 years 
of age and specifies a civil penalty of no more 
than $25. 

While the law as proposed repeals provisions 
of the code section related to the manufacture 
and distribution of marijuana, it establishes a 
number of new misdemeanor and felony of-
fenses for engaging in these activities without 
the required license, or otherwise engaging in 
prohibited practices related to the production, 
sale, and distribution of marijuana. 

For example, distribution of more than five 
pounds of marijuana without a license would 
be a felony punishable by imprisonment of five 
to 30 years, while distribution of more than one 
ounce up to five pounds would be a Class 5 
felony.

Cultivating or manufacturing marijuana in 
violation or the law would be a felony subject 
to five to 30 years in prison. Any person who 
knowingly makes a false statement to obtain a 
license to grow marijuana would be guilty of a 
Class 4 felony.

The bill’s introduction follows Governor 
Ralph Northam’s calls for legalization last 
month as he unveiled his budget. At the time 
Northam said, “We know that laws to ban mari-
juana historically were based in discrimination, 
and criminalization laws have disproportion-
ately harmed minority communities. Virginia 
has studied the experience of other states — 
including taxation, banking, criminal justice, 

licensing, and regulation. Our path forward 
will lead with social equity, public health, and 
public safety. This session is the time to get this 
done.”

Virginia has been inching toward legalization 
of marijuana for the past two years. It began 
in 2019 when Attorney General Mark Her-
ring pushed to decriminalize the drug. In May, 
Northam signed HB 972 which decriminalized 
simple possession of small amounts of mari-
juana and created a working group to study the 
impact of legalization. 

Earlier in 2020, lawmakers killed bills that 
could have legalized marijuana, opting instead 
for decriminalization as a first step.

Northam released the report from his Mari-
juana Legalization Work Group on Nov. 30. 
Following its release, he announced he would 
support and advance marijuana legalization in 
the Commonwealth.

Another bill is in the works, according Jenn 
Michelle Pedini, executive director of Virginia 
NORML (National Organization for the Re-
form of Marijuana Laws). Pedini said the leg-
islation would contain provisions ensuring the 
safety of consumers who use marijuana, and 
would focus on equity and restoring justice 
for those impacted by Virginia’s decades-long 
criminalization of marijuana.

Virginia’s Criminal Sentencing Commission, 
in its impact statement prepared for the legis-
lature, said it was unable to assess the impact 
of the law on criminal sentencing. “While the 
number of offenders convicted under mari-
juana provisions prior to July 1, 2020, can be 
identified, the number of individuals who may 
be convicted of the new misdemeanors and fel-
onies defined in the proposal, and the sentences 
these individuals may receive, is not known,” 
the statement noted.

From July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020, 
courts in Virginia processed 4,226 marijuana-
related cases. Of those, 662 offenders were 
sentenced to either jail or prison time of at least 
one month for their crime. Several of those con-
victed were sentenced to terms of ten years.

Lawmaker introduces bill to make 
pot legal for personal use in Va. being forced to use worn-

out and dirty facemasks be-
cause new masks are issued 
infrequently by VADOC. 
Hunt said he has tested pos-
itive for COVID-19.

“We can’t maintain six 
feet apart, our bunks at 
most are 18 inches apart,” 
said Hunt in an interview 
last week from inside the 
facility. 

As of last week, the pris-
on housed 173 inmates in 
three parts of the 10-acre 
complex — the Northside 
and Southside housing 
units, and inside the Main 
Building. Correctional Unit 
23 is located on 1200 Farm 
Road, near the county ani-
mal shelter.

As recently as Wednes-
day, prison officials were 
engaged in a concerted 
effort to segregate sick in-
mates from those who were 
showing no signs of the dis-
ease, said Hunt. He said at 
the time that many inmates 
were exhibiting only mild 
signs of illness, akin to hav-
ing an allergy.

Hunt also faulted Unit 23 
for not taking other precau-
tions to stem the spread of 
COVID-19, such as pre-
venting inmates with pos-
sible symptoms from doing 
kitchen duty. He also said 
the facility has required in-
mates to wipe down surface 
areas with harsh chemicals 
without providing proper 
breathing masks or gloves 
to protect their health.

Kinney, the corrections 
department spokesperson, 
said Halifax Correctional 
Center has followed VA-
DOC’s pandemic sanitation 
plan, and inmates who dis-
play covid symptoms are 
treated promptly, “just you 
would in any primary care 
setting,” she wrote in a Jan. 
13 email. “We can provide 
many things, including 
oxygen, on-site.  If they re-
quire an inpatient level of 
care, they go to a hospital.”

Any inmate who tests 
positive is “placed in medi-
cal isolation to they don’t 
infect others,” Kinney add-
ed. Statewide, of the 7,996 
inmates who have tested 
positive, the majority has 
displayed no symptoms. 
With these inmates, the 
virus were detected only 
through the department’s 
point prevalence testing, 
she said.

Kinney also said VA-
DOC has been careful to 
make sure inmates and staff 
are protected against the 
spread of COVID-19. 

“[I]nmates and staff are 
required to wear appro-
priate PPE at all times, 
including medical-grade 
PPE, such as N-95 masks, 
when appropriate. Virginia 
Correctional Enterprises 
[located inside Unit 23] 
manufactures both utility 
face masks and cleaning 
supplies approved by the 
EPA for use in combating 
the coronavirus, so there is 
no shortage of either in the 
facilities,” she wrote.

burg and Brunswick, the 
last three comprising the 
Southside Health District. 
Expanded access to the 
vaccine comes as all of the 
areas are seeing sharp in-
creases in coronavirus cas-
es. On Sunday, the health 
department reported 207 
more cases in Pittsylvania 

and Danville.
The two health districts 

will organize the vaccina-
tion clinics through local 
employers. One of Halifax 
County’s largest is Halifax 
County Public Schools. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Mark Lineburg said 
this weekend that HCPS 

has not received informa-
tion from the health dis-
trict on when an employee 
vaccination clinic may be 
scheduled, but Lineburg 
believes the inoculations 
are imminent.

“We think it’s forthcom-
ing and we think we’re 
going to end up using the 
middle school” as a stag-
ing site for administer-
ing the two covid vac-
cines, made by Pfizer 
and Moderna. Although 
Lineburg emphasized 
that he has not received 
firm information from 
the Southside Health Dis-
trict (SSHD) on arrange-
ments, “we think they’re 
lining up dates.

“I do know in health 
districts across the state, 
several of them did vac-
cinate school employees 
this week. Our impres-
sion is we’re going to be 
soon,” said Lineburg.

In a media release issued 
Friday, the health districts 
laid out general informa-
tion on access to the vac-
cines among Phase 1a and 
Phase 1B recipients:

» Individuals will be re-
quired to bring a personal 
form of identification such 
as a driver’s license, and 
may also be asked to show 
proof of qualification, such 
as a work ID, in order to 
verify eligibility. These 
PODs are specifically for 
Phase 1b and 1a; COV-
ID-19 vaccine is not avail-
able to the general public 
and these are not public 
events. 

» Essential employees 
will be scheduled through 
their employers. Vaccina-
tion planning teams are 
reaching out to coordinate 
with employers in Phase 
1b. Employers of Phase 1b 
essential create a spread-
sheet with all the qualify-

ing employees — proper 
name, contact email (and 
mobile phone if desired), 
and indicate which em-
ployees has expressed a 
willingness to accept the 
vaccine.

Individuals 65 years 
and older and those 16-
64 years with high risk 
medical conditions who 
live in the Pittsylvania-
Danville Health District 
should call (434) 766-
9828. Individuals in the 
Southside Health District 
(Halifax, Mecklenburg, 
Brunswick) should call 
(434) 738-6545 to sched-
ule an appointment. Both 
health districts are expe-
riencing high call vol-
umes and ask that callers 

be patient.
As availability of the 

vaccine increases, Virgin-
ia will move to the other 
phases. Phase 1c will in-
clude other essential work-
ers. The complete defini-
tions of all phases, data 
and other information, are 
on VDH’s Vaccine Re-
sponse website at www.
vdh.virginia.gov/covid-
19-vaccine/. 

Virginians who do not 
fall into priority phases 
will be offered the CO-
VID-19 vaccine when it 
is more widely available. 
Once the vaccine is rolled 
out to the general public, 
distribution will be similar 
to the flu vaccine. People 
will be able to get the vac-
cine from a local pharma-
cy, primary care physician, 
Federally Qualified Health 
Center (FQHC)/free clinic, 
local health department 
or other clinic that is par-
ticipating as a COVID-19 
Vaccination Program Pro-
vider.

In the meantime, ad-
vised Spillmann, it is im-
portant to remain vigilant 
in COVID-19 preven-
tion. Continue to protect 
yourself and others: cover 
your mouth and nose with 
a mask, wash your hands 
often and well, stay at least 
six feet away from others, 
avoid gatherings with any-
one who is not a member 
of your household and get 
a flu shot.

You can learn more 
about the vaccine, its 
safety and answers to fre-
quently asked questions at 
VDH’s website and CDC’s 
website.
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GriefShare is a group offering 
tools to help anyone who 
is suffering from the loss 
of a loved one.  Meetings 
are held weekly at First 
Baptist Church, 815 North 
Main Street, South Boston 
on Mondays at 1:00 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  There is no 
fee and participants will be 
given a free workbook.  All 
are welcome.  Please enter 
through the side entrance 
under the portico.  For ad-
ditional information, call 
Mary at 434-476-7068.

Weekly Al-Anon meetings for 
family and friends of peo-
ple with alcohol/drug prob-
lems Thursday, 7:00 p.m., 
First Presbyterian Church, 
South Boston.


