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SECOND FRONT
The M ansion on M ain B ed &  
B reakfast held a gingerbread 
house contest benefi ting the 
I sle of Wight C hristian O ut-
reach P rogram.

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“I  am excited to see this happen for the families, 
small businesses and students especially.”
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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Merry Christmas

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight and Surry counties 
presently form a strong Republican 
House of Delegates district, but 
would shift significantly toward 
Democrats under a redistricting 
plan the Supreme Court of Virginia 
released on Dec. 8.

The present-day 64th District, 
which includes Isle of Wight, Surry 

and Prince George counties, and 
part of the city of Suffolk, is nearly 
70% white and has consistently 
elected Republicans since 2011, 
when redistricting last occurred. 
Per federal and state constitutional 
requirements, state legislature and 
congressional voting districts must 
be redrawn once every 10 years 
based on the latest census data.

Under the map created by two 
court-appointed special masters, 

Isle of Wight would be split between 
newly created 83rd and 84th House 
of Delegates districts. The 83rd — 
which would include the town of 
Smithfield, all of Southampton, 
Sussex, Greensville and Brunswick 
counties, the city of Emporia and 
part of Dinwiddie County — would 
remain majority-white but include 
a much higher percentage of mi-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

After a two-year, pandem-
ic-imposed hiatus, Isle of Wight 
County’s Richard J. Holland 
Pre-Legislative Breakfast re-
turned to The Smithfield Center 
on Dec. 7.

The event serves as a forum 
for local legislators to share 
their predictions for January’s 
upcoming General Assembly 
session and field questions 
from their constituents. This 

year’s speakers were Del. Emily 
Brewer (R-Isle of Wight) and 
Jonathan Freeman, chief of staff 
for state Sen. L. Louise Lucas 
(D-Portsmouth).

Lucas herself, according to 
Freeman, was unable to attend 
this year due to being in Ports-
mouth that morning at the 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
the new Rivers Casino, made 
possible by legislation she’d 
sponsored in 2019 and a subse-
quent 2020 voter referendum.

Brewer expects the upcom-

ing legislative session to be “a 
total negotiation” between “a 
divided House and Senate.” 
Come January, as a result of 
the November state elections, 
Republicans will regain a ma-
jority of seats in the currently 
Democratic-controlled House 
of Delegates, but Democrats 
will retain a majority of state 
Senate seats.

“But I think what’s going to 
come first is our communities,” 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The Virginia Department 
of Health held an “informal 
fact-finding conference” on Dec. 
10 for the purpose of reconsider-

ing whether to award Riverside 
Health Systems a certificate of 
public need for its proposed 50-
bed Isle of Wight County hospital.

Virginia has required state 
approval for new hospitals since 
1973. VDH staff had recommended 

in October that Riverside’s appli-
cation be denied on the grounds 
that the $100 million hospital 
project “unnecessarily dupli-
cates existing services already 
available in surplus” in Planning 
District 20 — a geographic region 

that includes Isle of Wight and 
Southampton counties and the 
cities of Franklin, Suffolk, Ches-
apeake, Portsmouth, Norfolk and 
Virginia Beach.

The fact-finding conference 
functioned much like a court 

proceeding, with lawyers for Riv-
erside arguing the merits of their 
proposal in front of VDH adjudi-
cation officer Doug Harris — and 
calling eight witnesses to testify. 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Surry County Public Schools 
students and staff are in “no im-
mediate danger,” despite rumors 
that a school shooting would occur 
Monday, according to Superinten-
dent Dr. Serbrenia Sims.

A video showing a student 
with a weapon and ammunition 
had circulated on social media 
over the weekend, prompting an 
investigation by the Surry County 
Sheriff’s Office.

“Based on the Sheriff’s investi-
gation and intervention with the 
student in the video, it was deter-
mined that any potential threat 
had been nullified,” Sims stated 
in a Dec. 13 letter to parents the 
school system released, also via so-
cial media, shortly after 12:30 p.m.

Staff Report

Isle of Wight County Sheriff’s 
Office investigators have arrest-
ed a Carrsville man whom they 
allege is a high-ranking member 
of the Wheels of Soul outlaw mo-
torcycle gang.

Deputies took 35-year-old Ron-
ald Matthews into custody at his 
home, charging him with seven 
felonies and one misdemeanor.

The investigation began on 
Dec. 7, according to a press release 
from the agency, when investiga-
tors executed a search warrant for 
two stolen vehicles in the 30000 
block of Holly Run Drive. There, 
they discovered various types 
and quantities of illegal narcotics, 
ammunition and firearms. They 
then executed a second search 

Riverside, locals plead for hospital 

SCPS: ‘no 
immediate 

danger’ 
from 

shooting 
rumors

Christmas parade returns
Footnotes School of Dance performs in the 2021 Downtown Smithfield Christmas Parade, which returned to Main Street 
after being canceled last year due to the coronavirus pandemic. Footnotes won the parade’s “best dance team” and 
overall “best in show” awards. See more photos from the parade on Second Front. (Stephen Faleski/The Smithfield Times)

IW, Surry shift Democratic 
in proposed voting maps

Pre-legislative breakfast returns

Suspected 
motorcycle gang 

member arrested

• See HOSPITAL, p. 4

• See RUMOR, p. 4

• See ARRESTED, p. 7

• See BROADBAND, p. 7

• See REDISTRICTING, p. 8

• See BREAKFAST, p. 6

By Jimmy LaRoue
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County, Suffolk 
and Southampton County will 
receive just over $21.1 million for 
expansion of fiber broadband inter-
net service to underserved areas.

The funding, announced by 
Gov. Ralph Northam on Monday, 
is through the Virginia Telecom-
munication Initiative grant pro-
gram and part of a $2 billion grant 

program that Northam said would 
bring high-speed internet to 90% 
of state residents and put Virginia 
“on track” to being one of the first 
states to provide universal broad-
band access.

State Delegate Emily Brewer, 
R-Isle of Wight, who told communi-
ty leaders at a breakfast last week 
that she was confident about the 
county’s inclusion in the funding, 

IW shares in state 
broadband funding 



Master Gardener
Western Tidewater

Poinsettias make beautiful additions during the 
Christmas season. (Mark Carroll photo)

Poinsettias 
showcase season

By Mark Carroll

Few houseplants say Christmas like poinsettias. Their 
bright red and showy bracts contrast perfectly against the 
dark green leaves. Generally speaking, I buy new ones 
every year, but here are some suggestions from the VCE 
specialty plant publication. 

A temperature between 65 and 75 degrees is ideal, and 
they respond well to bright light. Below 60 degrees, and 
your plant is likely to struggle. While that is pretty specific, 
the next advice is not. “Keep plants watered well, but do 
not over water.” Some newer varieties can actually last 
and look attractive all winter. I’m not sure if I bought one 
of these varieties, but I will be excited if my plants make it 
that long. Plants actually can make it through the winter, 
but the bracts usually fade. The following recommenda-
tions will help you if you decide to keep them:

After the bracts fade, set the plants in indirect light at 
55-60 degrees.

Water just enough to keep the stems from shriveling.
Cut the plant back to within 5 inches and re-pot in 

fresh soil.
As soon as you see new growth, put it in a well lit 

window.
After danger of frost has past, put the plant in a shaded 

area outside.
Pinch back growth to encourage only a few stems, but 

not after Sept. 1.
When the nights start cooling bring the plant indoors.
Grow in a sunny area above 65 degrees.
Poinsettias bloom on short days, so you can use a box 

or place the plant in a dark room for a minimum of 12 
hours, but do not forget to put them back in the light for 
a while each day.

If you restrict light in September, you should have 
blooms in December.

In VCE Publication 426-101, author Diane Relf offers 
suggestions for the “Care of Specialty Potted Plants” in-
cluding the poinsettia recommendations above, azaleas, 
gardenias, amaryllis, Christmas cactus, cyclamen, Ger-
bera daisy, calceolaria, cineraria, and kalanchoe. Part 
of me is conflicted about buying a plant that I have no 
intention of trying to make survive for at least a season, 
but I figure some home gardeners love a challenge and, 
when successful, have something special to be proud of.
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The proceeding was held 
at the VDH’s Perimeter 
Center in Henrico County.

Emily Towey, lead coun-
sel for Riverside, took spe-
cific issue with the VDH re-
port’s claim that Planning 
District 20 already has a 
surplus of available hospi-
tal beds and general-pur-
pose operating rooms.

In September 2012, she 
said, Bon Secours’ DePaul 
Medical Center in Norfolk 
was approved for two new 
operating rooms despite a 
staff report recommending 
its certificate of public need 
be denied, after an adjudica-
tion officer learned that 11 
of the operating rooms that 
staff had counted toward 
the alleged surplus were 
not general-purpose but 
rather dedicated to special-
ized surgeries. In Novem-
ber 2019, the state health 
commissioner approved 
additional medical-surgical 
beds at Bon Secours’ St. 
Francis Medical Center in 
Midlothian, overturning 
a recommended denial, af-
ter an adjudication officer 
found VDH staff had im-
properly counted obstetric 
beds and beds in specialty 
and long-term care hos-
pitals toward an alleged 
several-hundred-bed sur-
plus. When subtracting the 
number of unstaffed beds 
from the revised 380-bed 
surplus in that case, the 
surplus was reduced to just 
25, Towey said.

She asserts the VDH 
has made similar mistakes 
when calculating “a sur-
plus of 229 medical-surgical 
beds in PD 20 for the five-
year planning horizon” in 
its recommended denial. 
Riverside’s own calcula-
tions show only a 135-bed 
surplus, Towey said, which 
actually becomes a deficit 
of 79 beds when the un-
staffed beds are subtracted.

Valerie Cheatham, an 
analyst from the VDH’s 
Division of Certificate of 
Public Need present at the 
proceeding, however, said 
the VDH “stands by” the 
claims in its report.

Towey’s first witness 
was Jessica Macalino, Riv-
erside’s associate vice pres-
ident for cardiovascular 
and pulmonary services, 
who is herself an Isle of 
Wight County resident. 
Towey asked Macalino a se-
ries of questions, including 
whether Macalino agreed 
with the VDH staff report’s 
conclusion that the pro-
posed Smithfield-area hos-
pital was not needed.

Macalino and every oth-
er witness she asked that 
particular question all gave 
the same answer: “no.”

Macalino argued that 
while the VDH analysis 
of current travel times to 
Riverside Regional Medical 
Center in Newport News 
and Sentara Obici Hospital 
in Suffolk shows a 22- to 
24-minute commute on pa-
per, in reality the trip takes 
upwards of half an hour due 
to traffic congestion.

The James River Bridge, 
which connects Isle of 
Wight County to New-
port News, is the longest 
state-maintained bridge 
in Virginia, measuring 4.5 
miles.

“I myself have been 
stuck (in traffic) at the 
James River Bridge on 
multiple occasions,” Ma-

calino said, adding that the 
proposed hospital would 
also serve Planning District 
19, which includes Sussex 
and Surry counties.

Next, Towey called Isle 
of Wight Volunteer Rescue 
Squad Chief Brian Carroll, 
who testified that Isle of 
Wight runs about 17% of 
Surry County’s emergency 
medical service calls via 
a mutual-aid agreement. 
Absent traffic congestion, 
it takes roughly 27 minutes 
for an ambulance to get 
from the area that would be 
served by the proposed hos-
pital to Riverside Regional 
— just under the 30-minute 
standard in Virginia’s state 
medical facilities plan.

When an ambulance 
was recently called to Mill 
Swamp Road, it took that 
driver 42 minutes to trans-
port the patient to Riv-
erside Regional, Carroll 
said. Travel time for an 
ambulance that recently 
responded to Rattle Snake 
Trail was even higher, at 
55 minutes.

C a r r o l l  a d d e d  t h a t 
roughly 95% of heart at-
tack patients are diverted 
from Obici, the closer of the 
two hospitals, to Riverside 
Regional.

“These are real-life 
transport times … Time 
is tissue; time is muscle,” 
Carroll said.

Kim Liebold, a Riverside 
cardiac nurse practitioner 
and Isle of Wight resident, 
said her commute to River-
side Regional is 48 minutes. 
She then tearfully told Har-
ris of the day her son died 
in her home in 2011 as she 
tried to perform CPR while 

waiting for an ambulance.
“I listened for that siren, 

I listened for that hope … 
They could have helped 
if they could have gotten 
there in time,” Liebold said.

Next up was Valerie 
Butler, a Smithfield town 
councilwoman who also 
serves as president of Isle 
of Wight County’s NAACP 
chapter. According to 2020 
census data, Isle of Wight 
County is 22.4% Black. 
But, according to Butler, 
African Americans account 
for a disproportionate 45% 
of the county’s EMS calls.

“We cannot continue 
to neglect the health and 
well-being of the minority 
community by failing to 
provide adequate medical 
services,” Butler said.

Dr. Chris Stolle, Riv-
erside’s vice president of 
medical affairs, then spoke 
to the proposed hospital’s 
ability to draw medical pro-
fessionals to Isle of Wight 
County via Riverside’s res-
idency programs.

“Physicians tend to stay 
where they train,” he said.

Stolle, an obstetrician by 
specialty, added that when 
complications arise during 
labor and delivery, min-
utes, and even seconds, can 
make a “huge difference.”

Megan Merrit, adminis-
trator of Riverside Healthy 
Living Community — a 
Smithfield nursing home 
and rehabilitation facility 
— then spoke to limited 
choices available to the fa-
cility’s patients should they 
need to be hospitalized. Jim 
Collins, a member of the 
county’s Economic Devel-
opment Authority, followed 

her testimony by stating 
that 60% of the county’s 
residents currently have to 
travel outside of the county 
to find work. A local hospi-
tal would bring new jobs 
much closer to home for 
area residents, he said.

The final witness, Dr. 
Nathan Wilson, said it’s 
been his observation as an 
economist and former em-
ployee of the Federal Trade 
Commission that lack of 
competition among hospi-
tal systems typically results 
in higher costs for medical 
services, which drives up 
the costs health insurance 
companies pass along to 
employers, and can in turn 
dissuade employers from 
hiring additional employ-
ees or raising wages. Sen-
tara, he added, held 50% of 
the hospital market in Plan-
ning District 20 as of 2005, 
and had grown in influence 
to holding three-quarters of 
the market as of 2019 — a 
trend he speculated may 
be influenced by Sentara 
having created its own 
health insurance company, 
Optima.

Riverside and the VDH 
will have the opportunity 
to submit written “findings 
of fact” and “conclusions 
of law” on Jan. 21, and can 
submit rebuttals to those 
findings and conclusions 
on Feb. 2. Harris will make 
his final recommendation 
to state Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Norman Oliver 
on March 21. Oliver, who 
has the final say on the 
certificate of public need, 
is expected to make his de-
cision that same day.

• Continued from p. 1

Hospital

The letter did not iden-
tify the student by name or 
grade level, nor state wheth-
er the potential threats 
had been directed toward a 
specific school.

“School disciplinary ac-
tion along with possible law 
enforcement action will be 
taken as appropriate,” it 
states.

Sims had posted to the 
school system’s Facebook 
page earlier that morning 
that she’d learned of the 
video Sunday evening, but 
“based on the timely ac-
tions of the Sheriff’s Office” 
decided to open Surry’s 
three public schools “with 
multiple safety measures 
in place.” Sims also opted 
not to use Surry’s instant 
alert call system to warn 
parents ahead of the start of 
the school day — prompting 
a backlash from many on 
Facebook in response.

“If we are expected to 
trust the school with our 
children’s safety, then our 
school system needs to trust 
us,” Kristen Kunkle Rick-
mond commented on the 
SCPS post. “That means re-

laying detailed information 
to parents and guardians 
as the situation unfolds, as 
opposed to after the chil-
dren are already in school, 
and the situation has been 
‘handled.’ Let US decide if 
we feel comfortable sending 
our children to school.”

“Not happy I’m finding 
this out on Facebook after 
my daughter is already at 
school!” commented Jessica 
Gwaltney Bardsley, anoth-
er parent.

According to Sims’ let-
ter, SCPS will count any 
Monday absences due to 
parents keeping students 
at home or picking them 
up from school out of an 
abundance of caution as 
“excused.”

“I think we are all at-
tempting to remain hy-
per-alert in light of recent 
disturbing trends across 
the country … I appreciate 
your willingness to contin-
ually trust us with your 
children,” Sims writes. “We 
will continue to make every 
effort to provide them with 
a safe and caring environ-
ment while in our schools.”

• Continued from p. 1

Rumor

Smithfield Town Councilwoman and NAACP President Valerie Butler makes her case for the proposed Riverside 
Smithfield hospital to Virginia Department of Health adjudication officer Doug Harris at an “informal fact-finding 
conference” in Henrico County.
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cator.
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

On Mancha Avenue in the 
riverfront town of Claremont in 
Surry County stands a rusted 
tower that’s so overgrown with 
vegetation, motorists may not 
even notice it among the sur-
rounding trees.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

After more than two decades in 
the making, Isle of Wight County’s 
portion of the Carrollton to Smith-
field park-to-park trail is finally 
complete and open to the public.

The $8.6 million, 10-foot-wide 

asphalt bicycle and pedestrian 
path now spans 3.1 miles down 
Nike Park and Battery Park roads. 
A town-funded segment will even-
tually extend the path down South 
Church Street and across the Cy-
press Creek Bridge in Smithfield 
to connect Nike Park with Wind-
sor Castle Park.

“The trail isn’t complete, but 
we look forward to working with 
Smithfield to complete the last 
1-mile segment,” said Dick Grice, 
chairman of Isle of Wight County’s 
Board of Supervisors at a ribbon 
cutting ceremony June 21.

Plans for the trail began around 
the turn of the millennium, he 

said, when a small group of county 
residents conceived the idea of a 
bicycle trail in the northern end of 
the county. In 2001, Isle of Wight’s 
Chamber of Commerce became an 
early champion of the project. By 
2005, the county’s Department of 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The nationwide debate over 
Critical Race Theory and what 
place it should have in public 
schools has now come to Isle of 

Wight County.
The term — often abbreviated 

CRT — refers to the study of how 
American law has perpetuated 
social, economic and political 
inequalities among minority 
groups, not necessarily exclusive 

to race or limited to intentional 
acts of racism, according to Amer-
ican Studies and Africana Studies 
professor Dr. Jamel K. Donnor of 
the College of William & Mary.

Over the past several months, 
the decades-old academic dis-

cipline has become a political 
talking point, with a number of 
Republican-led states proposing 
to ban the teaching of the concept 
in K-12 schools. In May, Georgia 
Gov. Brian Kemp called the con-
cept a “divisive and anti-Amer-

ican curriculum.” On June 10, 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis wrote 
on Twitter that CRT would teach 
children “to hate our country and 
hate each other.”

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Construction of a new school 
intended to replace Isle of Wight 
County’s 1960s-era Hardy Elemen-

tary has again been delayed, this 
time to October.

Last December, school officials 
anticipated breaking ground on the 
new school in March of this year. 
When March came, the ground-

breaking was moved to June. Now, 
according to Isle of Wight Coun-
ty Schools spokeswoman Lynn 
Briggs, the school division doesn’t 
expect to have the necessary per-
mits until September.

“We might get lucky and be able 
to start earlier, but October is most 

likely,” she said.
Of more immediate concern 

to the division and Isle of Wight 
County’s Board of Supervisors is 
the project’s estimated $34 million 
price tag.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Following a closed-session 
discussion, Isle of Wight County’s 
School Board voted on June 10 
to give Superintendent Dr. Jim 
Thornton a $21,000 raise, bring-
ing his annual salary to roughly 
$186,000.

The School Board had renewed 
its contract with Thornton last 
year, agreeing to keep him in his 
leadership role through June 30, 
2023, and increasing his earnings 
from the $161,808 he’d been earn-
ing by 2% to a new rate of just 
over $165,000 at the start of the 
2020-2021 school year. Per that 
contract, Thornton would receive 
additional 2% raises at the start of 
the 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 school 
years only if the School Board ap-
proved a 2% cost of living increase 
for all school division employees.

The $186,000 figure amounts to 
a 13% raise, though teachers only 
received a 2% raise this past Jan-
uary and will receive another 3% 
come July 1 per the 5% statewide 
teacher raises Virginia’s General 
Assembly included in its biennial 

The Smithfield High School varsity boys soccer team went undefeated, 10-0, throughout the regular season and was the only 
undefeated soccer team — boys or girls — in the region, according to coach Jason Henderson. The Region 4A champion 
Packers improved to 14-0 on June 21 when they defeated host and Region 4B champion Chancellor High School 3-1 in 
the Virginia High School League Class 4 state semifinals. Smithfield will host Jefferson Forest High School in the state 
championship game at 7 p.m. June 23 on Packer Field. Pictured in the top row from left are Emmanuel Castel, Joshua 
Vincent, Jaylen Marble, Patrick Leslie, Jonathan Taylor, Austin Jackson, Braden Ross, Bryson Forrest, Whit Dunleavy, Baylor 
Ullmer, Paul Pryor, Gino Fontana, Tamir Melvin, Luke Skinner, Carson Rosenberry, Coach Jason Henderson, Jonah Ambrosino; 
bottom row from left, Liam Moore, Joshua Condit, Anthony Walker, Carter Kelly, Cooper Boley, Hunter Edwards, Trevor Miller, 
Evan Richardson, Dusty Armstrong, Ryan Bond, Christopher Hall, Avery Daniel and Carson Henderson.

Going for state title

Critical Race Theory debate comes home

County portion of trail opens

Hardy groundbreaking delayed
Estimated cost rises to $34M

Claremont 
water 

project 
stalls

Isle of Wight 
superintendent 
gets $21K raise

• See TRAIL, p. 6

• See WATER, p. 8 • See HARDY, p. 6

• See RAISE, p. 7

• See DEBATE, p. 7

Pictured from left are Isle of Wight Parks and Recreation Director David Smith, Assistant County Administrator Don Robertson, 
Cristin Emrick with Friends of the Trail, County Administrator Randy Keaton, Hardy District Supervisor Rudolph Jefferson, Isle of 
Wight Transportation Director Jamie Oliver, Smithfield District Supervisor and Board of Supervisors Chairman Dick Grice, Newport 
District Supervisor William McCarty, Smithfield Mayor Carter WIlliams, VDOT Hampton Roads District Engineer Christpher Hall and 
Tommy Catlett of VDOT’s Franklin Residency.
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The roughly 22,000-gal-
lon tank once held the 
town’s drinking water, but 
according to the Virginia 
Department of Health, it 
hasn’t been used in de-
cades. In 2012, the VDH 
warned town officials that 
without that tower, Cla-
remont’s waterworks had 
insufficient capacity for the 
300-plus users on its system 
at the time, but plans to 
replace the tower remain 
stalled after nine years.

The VDH had offered the 
town a $1.8 million loan in 
2016 for a new tower and 
related upgrades, but with-
drew the offer earlier this 
year owing to the project’s 
lack of progress. According 
to Mayor George Edwards, 
the town is now waiting 
to hear back from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
on an alternative funding 
proposal.

In 2012, the VDH’s Office 
of Drinking Water wrote to 
Edwards, taking issue with 
the roughly 300 water users 
on the town’s system given 
that Claremont’s water-
works permit lists a design 
capacity of up to 47,200 
gallons per day, which is 
only enough to supply 193 
residential connections.

The 193 figure is also 
predicated on the town’s 
water tower and well house 
both being in operation, 
but according to the letter, 
Claremont’s tower has been 
out of service since at least 
1983. A follow-up letter from 
VDH Office of Drinking 
Water District Engineer 
Kendra Hardy states the 
structural integrity of the 
tower is questionable, giv-
en that vegetation covers 
a portion of it and there is 
evidence of rust on its legs.

According to the VDH 
correspondence, without 
the elevated storage tank, 
the town of roughly 350 peo-
ple has an effective water 
storage capacity to serve 
fewer than 10 residential 
connections and can’t pro-
vide sufficient flow for fire 
hydrants.

The VDH proposed four 
options in 2012 to remedy 
the issue, ranging in esti-
mated cost from $250,000 to 
upwards of $600,000. Two 
involved refurbishing and 
restarting use of the town’s 
existing water tower, and 
two recommended demol-
ishing the old 22,000-gal-
lon tower and replacing it 
with one capable of storing 
130,000 gallons.

By 2015, Edwards had 
stepped down from his role 
as mayor. His successor, 
Louise Hansch, wrote to the 
Office of Drinking Water on 
Feb. 24 of that year asking 
that the town’s permit-
ted number of waterworks 
connections be increased 
to a total of 300. The VDH 
replied March 16, 2015, de-
nying her request on the 
grounds that the town’s 
storage capacity was “far 

less than what is required” 
by state waterworks regu-
lations.

In 2016, Hansch applied 
on behalf of the town to 
the VDH for funding as-
sistance in the amount of 
$1.8 million. In that appli-
cation, she proposed using 
the money to construct 
one 50,000-gallon elevated 
storage tank, demolish the 
existing tank and upgrade 
or replace 22,000 linear feet 
of 4-inch and less water 
lines to 6-inch ones with 
roughly 64 fire hydrants. 
Though the 50,000-gallon 
proposal is far less than the 
130,000-gallon tank the state 
said was needed, “changed” 
is handwritten in the mar-
gin of the town’s copy of the 
application, with an arrow 
drawn pointing toward the 
project’s description. But 
there’s no other notation as 
to whether the tank capaci-
ty was what had changed or 
if so, what the new capacity 
would be.

Per that application, the 
town was to close on the 
loan with the Virginia Re-
sources Authority, which 
co-administers the VDH’s 
Drinking Water State Re-
volving Fund, by Jan. 30, 
2017, begin construction 
by Feb. 7, 2017 and have 
the new tower completed 
by Feb. 7, 2018. Hansch 
received a response from 
the VDH on Oct. 5, 2016 
approving her request for a 
loan and offering the town 
two options for repayment: 
a $1.6 million 30-year loan 
at 2.65% interest coupled 
with $193,000 principal for-
giveness if the town were 
to agree to raise its water 
rates per a schedule set by 
the VDH, or 100% of the 
$1.8 million being repay-
able over 30 years at 2.65% 
interest if the town was 
unwilling to raise its rates. 
The town chose the for-
mer, committing to nearly 
double its water rates from 
the then-current $26.84 
minimum being billed to 
residents each month to a 
target monthly minimum 
of $46.22.

But the town never 
closed on the loan.

By 2019, Hansch had 
stepped down and Edwards 
was once again serving 
as the town’s mayor. That 
year, he received a letter 
from the Virginia Resourc-
es Authority informing 
him that closing on the 
loan could not occur “until 
all applicable pre-closing 
conditions have been met.” 
Among these conditions 
was the VRA’s expectation 
that principal repayment 
“be supported by the moral 
obligation of Surry Coun-
ty.”

According to  Kel ly 
Ward, director of the Drink-
ing Water State Revolving 
Fund, a moral obligation 
pledge is a form of credit 
enhancement typically pro-
vided by a government to 

another entity. In the event 
that Claremont should ever 
default on a payment, the 
government entity pledging 
its moral obligation — in 
this case, Surry County — 
would agree to make the 
payment.

“This is subject to a bud-
get appropriation and is not 
legally binding,” Ward said.

The 2019 letter then 
warns that if closing does 
not occur by April 30, 2020, 
the VRA and the Depart-
ment of Health reserve the 
right to withdraw the loan 
money for not completing 
the requirements in a time-
ly manner.

Edwards received a fol-
low-up letter Aug. 25, 2020, 
this time from the VDH, 
warning him that a review 
of the agency’s records 
“indicates that multiple 
milestones in the approved 
project schedule have not 
been met,” and again warn-
ing of the agency’s right 
to bypass the project and 
reallocate the loan money 
if funding assistance agree-
ments were not executed 
or construction was not 
initiated within 12 months.

“If this delay has been 
caused by COVID-19, then 
please document the specif-
ic circumstances including 
an estimate of how much 
time this has delayed the 
project,” writes Keith J. 
Kornegay, project team 
leader of financial and 
construction assistance 
programs for the Office of 
Drinking Water.

Kornegay further asked 
that the town submit a re-
vised construction project 
schedule.

Edwards received an-
other letter from the VDH 
Dec. 16, 2020, this time from 
Ward, warning that the 
VDH was planning to re-
allocate Claremont’s loan 
money to another project 
unless the town responded 
in writing by Jan. 16, 2021 
with reasons for the delay 
and a proposed work plan. 
Handwritten on that letter 
is a note that reads “called 
1-11-2021 left message, GE.”

Ward confirmed to The 
Smithfield Times that the 
VDH followed through with 
its ultimatum earlier this 
year and officially bypassed 
Claremont’s water tower 
project.

“The funds will be real-
located to other projects,” 
Ward said.

Howell Godfrey Jr., a 
resident of Claremont, be-
gan organizing a petition 
last year to dissolve the 
town’s charter. Were that to 
happen, Claremont would 
cease to have its own elect-
ed government separate 
from Surry County.

The town’s “need of fi-
nancial assistance” for the 
waterworks upgrades is 
among the reasons Godfrey 
listed in the petition, which 
seeks to initiate the process 
outlined in state law for 

consolidating local govern-
ments. As of June 9, that 
petition had 82 signatures, 
Godfrey said.

County Administrator 
Melissa Rollins also ref-
erenced the costly water-
works project and Clare-
mont’s allegedly having 
requested financial assis-
tance from the county in an 
Oct. 26, 2020 letter she sent 
the mayor recapping a joint 
meeting of town, county 
and state officials on Oct. 19 
from her perspective.

However, Claremont’s 
mayor wrote back Nov. 2 
that year, stating the town 
was “more than capable of 
being financially self-suffi-
cient” and that “assistance 
with funding for the town 
was never a consideration.” 

All the town had asked of 
the county was to sign as 
a guarantor on the town’s 
loan.

Ward said she’d spoken 
with Edwards by phone in 
January this year, at which 
time he allegedly told her 
that the county had been 
unwilling to provide the 
moral obligation pledge.

“The guarantor’s signa-
ture, that seemed to be the 
sticking point,” Edwards 
said.

But Surry Board of Su-
pervisors Chairman Rob-
ert Elliott said during a 
January 2021 meeting with 
Godfrey and his co-orga-
nizers that the reason the 
county didn’t sign for the 
loan was because the town 
never properly asked. The 

request for a signature had 
come solely from Edwards, 
and not the entirety of Cla-
remont’s Town Council, 
he said.

With the VDH loan issue 
now moot, Claremont is 
waiting for the USDA on a 
funding package Edwards 
said won’t require the coun-
ty to co-sign. Currently, the 
federal agency is reviewing 
the town’s financial docu-
mentation, and has been 
provided no information 
on when that review will 
be complete, Edwards said.

But, “at this time there’s 
no reason not to keep a pos-
itive attitude about this,” 
he said. “We have nothing 
negative from USDA at this 
point so we’re feeling very 
positive about this.”

• Continued from p. 1

Water

Staff Report

The Schoolhouse Muse-
um awarded its 2021 schol-
arship to Nevaeh Sylvan. 

Sylvan is the daughter 
of Alicia Delk. She is a 
2021 graduate of Smithfield 
High School. Sylvan main-
tained academic excellence 
throughout her high school 
career. She is a member of 
the National Honor Society, 
Beta Club, Key Club and 
the Smithfield High Dance 
Team. She has received nu-
merous awards and recog-
nition for her outstanding 
achievements. 

Sylvan is a member of 
Mt. Tabor Church of God 
in Christ, where she partic-
ipates in youth activities. 
She will attend Howard 
University in Washington, 
D.C., where she has been ad-
mitted into the mechanical 
engineering program. 

The Schoolhouse Muse-
um awards an annual $1,000 
scholarship to an African 
American high school se-
nior from any Isle of Wight 
County or Surry County 
high school. Scholarship 
criteria and the applica-
tion can be found on the 
museum’s website, www.
schoolhousemuseum.org.

Schoolhouse 
Museum 

announces 
scholarship

Nevaeh Sylvan

Regent Bitsy Hallman presented the Col. William Allen Chapter, Daughters of The American Revolution 
award for outstanding achievement to C/PFC Michaiah Brown at Smithfield High School on June 2. 
Looking on is Peter Badoian, JROTC senior Army instructor/rifle team coach. Brown has plans to become 
a cardiologist. (Submitted Photo)

JROTC award
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Smithfield Times
ROP 1/2 page ad (town contract)
To run November 3, 2021

Kick off your holiday season and enjoy sales and specials 
among our participating merchants and restaurants, plus 
a cheery welcome from all. Specific shop hours and dates may vary.

The Arts Center @319
Beyond Main 
The Christmas Store
Cure Coffeehouse
Finley’s General Store
Fleur de Fou
Fox & Crow Dry Goods
Maggie Casey’s Celtic Treasure
Mansion House Art & Antiques
The Nelms House
Pagan River Wine Merchants
Pearl’s Boutique

An Evening with St. Nick: November 19, Isle of Wight Museum
Annual Holiday Tree Lighting: November 19 at the Gazebo
Downtown Smithfield Mistletoe Marketplace: November 20
Carrollton Midday Christmas Market: November 27
Sundays at Four presents “Herald the Season:” November 28
Colonial Concert at St. Historic Luke’s:
   Featuring the Smithfield High Choraliers, December 3 & 4
Colonial Christmas in Smithfield: December 4 & 5 at 
   Windsor Castle Park, 1750 Courthouse & Christ Episcopal Church 
Christmas on the Green with Celeste Kellogg: December 4 at    
   Cypress Creek Clubhouse Green, Smithfield
Gingerbread House Contest: Dec. 4 & 5 at Mansion on Main
Holiday Gift Tag Class at the Arts Center: December 4
Breakfast with Mr. & Mrs. Claus: December 5, Smithfield Inn 
Santa Visits Pearl’s Boutique: December 11
Kiwanis Breakfast with Santa: December 11, 8 - 10 a.m.
Smithfield Christmas Parade: December 11 at 10:30 a.m. 
Afternoon Tea with Mrs. Claus: December 12, Smithfield Inn
Holiday Boat Parade: December 12, Smithfield Station
Elves Night Out: December 16 at participating shops & restaurants
Big Band Christmas with the Williamsburg Classic Swing
Orchestra, December 20 at the Smithfield Center

Perfectly Natural Soap
The Pink Picket Fence Boutique
Relics
Riverbend Gifts by RM Design
River’s Edge Apparel
Sew Personal Boutique
The Strip Joint
SummerWind Vineyard
Taste of Smithfield
Victoria's Rose
When Pigs Fly…Magic Happens
Yummaries (Saturday only)

Smithfield & Isle of Wight County’s

Saturday & Sunday,
November 6 & 7

PARTICIPATING MERCHANTS

UPCOMING HOLIDAY EVENTS

SHOPGenuine
Smithfield
VA.com

Save the Dates!

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Will Isle of Wight County 
become the third Western 
Tidewater locality to follow 
Smithfield’s lead and cease 
offering recycling services?

Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Dick Grice has 
requested a discussion of 
the costs versus benefits of 
continuing the recycling 
program be placed on an 
upcoming meeting agenda 
before the start of the next 
budgeting cycle, which tra-
ditionally begins in January 
when departments submit 
their funding requests for 
the coming fiscal year.

According to County Ad-
ministrator Randy Keaton, 
“a lot of the recyclables” 
are now getting inciner-
ated at the Wheelabrator 
waste-to-energy plant in 
Portsmouth.

“Recycling is becoming 
extremely difficult … the 
markets have dried up,” Kea-
ton told Isle of Wight’s Board 
of Supervisors on Oct. 21.

In 2017 and prior, accord-
ing to The New York Times, 
American municipalities 
were shipping much of their 
used paper, plastic and other 
recyclables to China. But 
in 2018, China banned the 
import of various types of 
recyclables and tightened its 
standards for the materials 
it would accept, leaving a 
number of localities unable 
to find a substitute for the 
Chinese market.

“If we’re not really recy-
cling … I think we need to 
reassess that from a finan-
cial standpoint,” Grice said.

Smithfield ended its re-
cycling contract with Bay 
Disposal & Recycling in 
January in accordance with 
budget cuts its Town Council 
had adopted in June 2020. 
The city of Franklin, which 
borders Isle of Wight’s south-
ern tip, followed suit in May.

Both localities had also 
claimed most of their recy-
clables were not actually 
being recycled but rather 
incinerated. Bay, however, 
disputed the allegations.

According to Bay spokes-
man Brandon Newsome, 
the company sends roughly 
30% of the recyclables it col-
lects throughout Hampton 
Roads to Wheelabrator. The 
remaining 70% goes to a 
processing facility.

“We take whatever we 
can to a processor and if they 
cannot accept it, the material 
will go to Wheelabrator,” 
Newsome said earlier this 
year.

“Some of the recyclables 
still have some value but 
the problem is when they’re 
commingled together, the la-
bor to separate the materials 
is so costly,” Keaton said.

A month after the last 
curbside recycling pickup 
in Smithfield, Isle of Wight’s 
Public Works Department 
reported a 41% increase in 
the tonnage of recyclables 
being dropped off at its eight 
public refuse and recycling 
centers. But without a site-
by-site breakdown there was 

no way to tell if Smithfield 
residents taking carloads of 
recyclables to Wrenn’s Mill 
and Jones Creek — the two 
closest recycling centers to 
Smithfield — were the ones 
driving the uptick.

A few months later, the 
town retained Summit De-
sign and Engineering as a 
consultant for redoing its 
Comprehensive Plan. As 
part of that process, Summit 
surveyed 454 of the town’s 
8,000-plus residents, 91 of 
whom expressed dissatisfac-
tion with Smithfield’s lack of 
recycling services, accord-
ing to the town’s community 
development and planning 
director, Tammy Clary.

According to Town Man-
ager Michael Stallings, there 
have been “no discussions 
on restoring curbside recy-
cling services” at this time.

According to town of-
ficials, cutting recycling 
from Smithfield’s contract 
with Bay was projected to 
save roughly $100,000 a year. 
However, the cost the county 
would save in landfilling 
its recyclables rather than 
continuing its own recycling 
contract with Bay is “not 
a large difference,” Keaton 
said. In some large cities, 
there is indeed a big gap 
between the cost of recycling 
versus disposal, but here in 
Isle of Wight it’s “just a few 
dollars.”

As of March, the coun-
ty was paying $65 per ton 
to have Bay collect its re-
cyclables. As of July, the 
Southeastern Public Service 
Authority was charging $61 
per ton — up from $57 last 
fiscal year — to transport 
waste from the Isle of Wight 
transfer station on Four-
square Road to the SPSA’s 
regional landfill in Suffolk.

While Smithfield still 
pays Bay for door-to-door 
trash pickup and to take the 
garbage to the transfer sta-
tion, the county pays SPSA 
the cost per ton to transport 
Smithfield’s garbage from 

the transfer station to the 
landfill. So any increase in 
tonnage from Smithfield res-
idents throwing recyclables 
in with their trash would fall 
to the county, not the town.

Even if most of the coun-
ty’s recyclables end up at 
Wheelabrator, “at least 
they are being converted 
into steam and electricity,” 
Keaton said. “Our garbage, 
though, goes to the landfill.”

Landfilling all of the 
county’s recyclables, plus 
Smithfield’s, could also have 
“a huge implication on … 
how long the landfill will 
last,” he added.

Keaton, however, is con-
cerned Wheelabrator may 
some day not be an option.

The waste-to-energy plant 
currently has a $10 million 
contract to supply power to 
Norfolk Naval Shipyard, but 
learned in 2020 that the Navy 
plans to end this agreement 
in the next two to three years 
in favor of building its own 
power plant fueled by natu-
ral gas. Construction of that 
plant has now begun, Keaton 
said. Wheelabrator officials, 
in 2020, predicted they would 
be unable to continue to 
operate the plant absent the 
Navy revenue.

One option, Keaton said, 
might be a Chesapeake-based 
company that is getting 
ready to start construction 
on a plant that would con-
vert household trash into 
diesel fuel. Chesapeake’s 
City Council granted a con-
ditional use permit for the 
Hampton Roads Integrated 
BioEnergy Complex to move 
forward with its plans to 
build the plant on June 18, 
2019, according to the record-
ed minutes of that meeting. 
The plant will utilize tech-
nology already in use at a 
smaller scale.

“This would be the first 
plant at the larger scale,” 
Keaton said.

Isle of Wight 
to end recycling?
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