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BY CAROLYN R. WILSON
FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

ABINGDON, Va. — The new
commissioner of the Virginia
Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, a Wash-
ington County, Virginia, native,
visited the Abingdon Farmers
Market on Saturday to present
a proclamation on behalf of
Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam.

Brad Copenhaver, who was
born and raised in Mead-
owview, made the Abingdon
market his last stop while
recognizing farmers markets
around the state and officially
proclaiming Aug. 1 through 7 as
Virginia Farmers Market Week.

During market hours, Co-
penhaver presented Abing-
don Farmers Market Manager
David McLeish with a plaque
bearing a certificate of recogni-
tion from the governor.

The proclamation recognizes
farmers markets in the com-
monwealth and encourages
Virginians to purchase fresh
farm products directly from lo-
cal producers.

McLeish said the recogni-
tion couldn’t come at a better
time, when the market is in
full swing, overflowing with a
variety of fresh fruits and veg-
etables.

“Our vendors and I appreci-
ate the governor recognizing
Virginia Farmers Market Week,
and we’re honored Brad chose
to pay a visit to the Abingdon
market. We work really hard to
keep everything going smooth-
ly for the local people,” said
McLeish.

New agriculture
commissioner,
a Washington
County native,
visits Abingdon
Farmers Market

See FARMERS, Page A5

BY CAROLYN R. WILSON
FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

MEADOWVIEW, Va.
— A Washington
County produce

farmer may be changing the
way people shop this sum-
mer.

Jonathan Whitesides, 28, is
taking his bountiful corn crop
on the road again this year,
selling bushels of sweet corn
at roadside stands through-
out the area.

But this season, White-
sides, who has a reputation
for growing “the best corn

around,” is expanding his
farm business to offer the
vegetable to buyers who can’t
always come to him.

“I often hear from custom-
ers who don’t have the time
or opportunities to leave their
workplaces to come shop
with me,” Whitesides said.

Now, the freshly picked
corn can come to them, he
said.

Whitesides said his new de-
livery service will not replace
selling at roadside stands.
He will continue to take his
sweet crop to roadside loca-

tions in Glade Spring across
from Pizza Plus; Lee Highway
in Abingdon across the road
from English Meadows Re-
tirement and Assisted Living;
Exit 10 at Skyland Coin and
Jewelry; Marion Walmart; and
farmers markets in Abingdon,
Chilhowie and Lebanon.

He plans to open a Bris-
tol, Tennessee, location this
summer, as well as a market
where customers can pick
up produce straight from the
farm located on the Middle

See DELIVERY, Page A6

WHITESIDES SWEET CORN

CAROLYN R. WILSON/FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

Jonathan Whitesides (left) hands Archie Smith of Glade Spring some produce. Whitesides is starting a
new delivery service that will bring bushels of sweet corn to customers’ workplace for their convenience.

BY DAVID MCGEE
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

JOHNSON CITY, Tenn.
— Ballad Health is brac-
ing to treat a potential
flood of COVID-19 in-
patients in the coming
weeks due to the current
surge in cases sparked by
the delta variant.

Each of this region’s
major health indicators
is rising much more rap-
idly than originally fore-
cast, and somber health
system leaders last week
described what could be
the most taxing surge yet
— surpassing last winter
when they were treating
over 300 inpatients per
day.

As of last week, Ballad
was treating 125 inpa-

tients plus another 60
at home — a 171% in-
crease in a week with 33
in intensive care units.
Additionally, the region’s
seven-day testing posi-
tivity skyrocketed to 15%
— the highest rate since
February — and was sub-
stantially higher in some
individual Northeast Ten-
nessee counties.

More than 1,300 new
cases were reported re-
gionwide last week. That
level of cases is compa-
rable to April when the
region was in the grips of
the U.K. variant.

“Not only has there
been a significant in-
crease in hospitaliza-
tions, but we are seeing
more pediatric patients

with COVID-19,” said Ja-
mie Swift, Ballad’s chief
infection prevention offi-
cer. “We are facing a situ-
ation that is worse than
our worst-case predic-
tions from last year.

“I am not speaking
lightly when I say this
is catastrophic,” Swift
said. “I know it’s easy to
avoid these warnings, to
remove your mask and
carry on as though it
does not affect you until
it does. This virus, this
variant, has the potential
to do serious, long-term
damage to our communi-
ty if the virus continues to
circulate at the rate we’re
allowing it to circulate

See BALLAD, Page A6

DAVID MCGEE/WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

Ballad Health Chief Operating Officer Eric Deaton discusses
the rising COVID rates in the region.

Ballad officials say delta variant
could be ‘catastrophic’ for region

Corn on the job
Delivery service will bring market produce to the workplace

Housing programs remind
residents about rental
assistance A3
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Fork of the Holston River
in Meadowview.

Beginning Tuesday,
Aug. 17, Whitesides will
deliver corn to customers
at their workplaces, such
as banks, doctor’s offices,
hair salons and local res-
taurants. Deliveries will be
made each Tuesday and
Thursday, as requested.
Customers can pay using
Venmo or PayPal systems
or by delegating an office
person to collect pay-
ments.

The pilot program ini-
tially will concentrate on
delivering to businesses
around the Abingdon
area, said the farmer, who
plans to include more
delivery service areas in
the future.

Whitesides anticipates
his two delivery drivers
will make as many as 20
to 40 stops on each of the
two delivery days.

A live spreadsheet on
Google Sheets will allow
customers at each busi-
ness to record their orders
for corn, usually two days
in advance of delivery.

Acres of corn
Whitesides uses succes-

sion planting by stagger-
ing the planting of the
crop in order to have a
continual harvest of corn.

He anticipates having
corn to sell throughout
most of October. New
this year is the sale of his
homegrown half-runner
green beans, a crop he
hopes to add to his pro-
duce business.

Whitesides planted
more corn than ever this
year, increasing the acre-
age from 28 to 42 acres.

“So far, these have been
some of the best crops I’ve
ever had,” said Whitesides.
“Dry weather has hurt
some of the late crops,
but dry weather also has
a tendency to make corn
sweeter.”

He credits improved soil
and pest control for giving
him a bumper crop this
summer.

“The pandemic created
a higher demand for sweet
corn last year because
more people were preserv-
ing corn due to fears of
food shortages,” he said.
“Sales have slowed down
this year, but business is
still really good.”

Feeling blessed
The farmer, who earned

a business management
degree at Virginia Tech in
2015, has wanted to farm
since he was a youngster.

“I feel very blessed and
appreciative of how the
community has supported
me these past eight years.”

To show his apprecia-
tion, he is planning a char-
ity dinner at Middle Fork
Barn at 30099 Rivermont
Drive in Meadowview on
Saturday, Jan. 29, 2022.
Donations from partici-
pants will be used to sup-
port their choice among
two local charities or St.
Jude Children Research
Hospital.

In addition, Whitesides
will donate 5% of his
produce sales this season
to furnish the dinner and
band.

“It’s my way of thanking
the community for all they
do for me.”

For more information on
the delivery service, con-
tact Whitesides at jona-
thantwhitesides@gmail.
com, or call 276-356-9061.

Check out “Whitesides
Sweet Corn” on Facebook
for up-to-date posts about
deliveries and roadside
market days.

Carolyn R. Wilson is a freelance
writer in Glade Spring, Virginia.

Contact her at news@washconews.
com.

right now — especially for
our children.”

Health system officials
repeatedly called on resi-
dents to get the vaccine
to help curb this spread,
noting that the stage is
set for the next six weeks
since it requires a one-
month wait between vac-
cine doses.

“We could see an inpa-
tient census of 400 to 500
patients within the next
few weeks,” said Eric Dea-
ton, Ballad’s chief operat-
ing officer. “This is worse
than what we anticipated.
It’s very different than
before. Last year we were
working very closely to-
gether as a community
to social distance, to wear

masks and to do every-
thing we could to stop the
spread of the coronavirus,
and that was before we
had a vaccine.”

The current spread is oc-
curring because around
half the region’s popula-
tion is vaccinated against
the virus, and more than
95% of hospitalized pa-
tients are unvaccinated.

Deaton said it is “de-
moralizing” to many
caregivers because this
“doesn’t have to be hap-
pening.”

“This past summer,
we made a very signifi-
cant investment to our
frontline caregivers to
pay higher rates to re-
duce turnover numbers,”
Deaton said. “Simply
put, there are not enough
caregivers across the re-
gion or across the United

States today to take care
of all the patients we’re
seeing with COVID. Many
hospitals across the coun-
try are in the same crisis
we’re in today.

“When we get full, what
we have to do is transfer
to facilities outside our
region. When we’re all
full, we have the inabil-
ity to transfer patients.
The consequences of this
pandemic can be very
grim,” Deaton said.

They are currently try-
ing to contact retired or
former health care work-
ers to bolster staffing.

COVID-19 patients re-
quire extra attention,
Deaton said, which can
strain the nursing staff.

“The care of a [patient
with] COVID is more in-
tensive; they need more
intervention, and it does

put a greater strain on
our team to take care of
them,” Chief Nursing Ex-
ecutive Dr. Lisa Smith-
gall said in response to
a question. “When you
have to take more care of
specific patients, and you
have the same number of
team members, it pulls
nurses potentially from
other patients. We tend
to stretch ratios in those
other areas because we
only have so much staff.
Our team has more work-
load, and we put stricter
guidance on them with
goggles and face shields,
so they have the burden
of all that PPE on every-
body who works in those
environments.”

Smithgall also ad-
dressed the emotional
aspects of facing down
another surge.

“Our team is discour-
aged. They’re very frus-
trated,” Smithgall said.
“They thought we were
getting better as well, and
they feel their community
is not supporting them.
We ask our community to
support us in this.”

In response to increased
cases, combined with a
shortage of nursing staff,
Ballad will this week re-
quire everyone entering
any Ballad facility to wear
a mask regardless of vac-
cination status, there will
be limitations on visitors
to non-COVID patients,
and they expect to stop
nonemergency testing
and surgeries, Deaton
said.

They also expect to fi-
nalize a decision about
imposing a hold on elec-
tive procedures.

Ballad
From Page A1

Farmers
From Page A1

BY DAVID MCGEE
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

The delta variant im-
pacts children much
more than the traditional
COVID-19 strain, which
is prompting alarm
among local health lead-
ers.

Two medical adminis-
trators from Niswonger
Children’s Hospital this
week urged parents to
have all children who are
12 and older vaccinated
while calling for mask-
wearing as schools re-
open.

Dr. Patricia Chambers,
chief medical officer, said
this week the hospital had
four pediatric COVID-19
patients. Three are cur-
rently hospitalized, and
two are on ventilators.

“We have hospitalized
children younger than 3,
and we have hospitalized
teenagers,” Chambers
said. “In fact, 22% of pos-
itive cases in our region
have been patients un-
der the age of 18. This is
astounding because this
is not what we all hoped
and thought for our chil-
dren. … Across our state,
we have had increased
numbers of hospitalized
patients with COVID-19
in pediatric hospitals,
and, unfortunately, many
of them are critically ill,
and we’ve had numerous
deaths across the state.”

Chambers urged par-
ents to get vaccinated
and get their children
ages 12 and up vaccinat-
ed immediately.

“This is real, and this
is happening, and we
have to move, as a com-
munity, to do something
to protect our children.
The vaccine is approved,
it’s safe and effective for
age 12 and up,” Cham-
bers said. “Go get your
vaccine, go get your ado-
lescent’s vaccine, and do
it today. We have to do

something to protect the
kids who cannot get the
vaccine yet because they
are under 12. They are
being infected with the
virus; they are spreading
the virus. They are get-
ting sick and critically ill
from the virus.”

Dr. Josh Henry, medi-
cal director of Niswonger
Children’s Hospital’s pe-
diatric intensive care
unit, reiterated that mes-
sage.

“We’ve had more pe-
diatric hospitalizations
this week than during
any other previous week
during this pandemic,”
Henry said. “Unfortu-
nately, the children who
are becoming critically ill
and needing my services
are the unvaccinated.
There is a misconception
this virus does not cause
life-threatening illness in
children, and, unfortu-
nately, that is no longer

holding true.”
Henry said the two chil-

dren currently in the ICU
are “critically ill, fighting
for their lives,” and it will
be a “long struggle.”

Henry said intubating
a child and putting them
on life support is the start
of a long process.

“The scariest part of
all of this is that these
children are requiring a
ventilator. For a parent
to watch a child be intu-
bated, it can be incred-
ibly traumatizing,” Henry
said. “On average, a child
when intubated — re-
gardless of the reason
— is intubated for five
to seven days. It is not a
quick fix. I have to buy
your body time to fight
the virus and get better.”

Henry said he thinks
about his own child in
situations like that.

“My son is 11. I am ea-
gerly awaiting the day

that he can be vaccinated
when he turns 12. In the
meantime, I am doing
everything I can as a par-
ent to protect my child.
As a parent, I am scared. I
never want to see my own
child roll into my unit.”

Dr. Anthony Fauci, di-
rector of the National
Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases, told
a Senate committee last
month that research is
ongoing into vaccination
safety and efficacy for
children, and he expects
the minimum age to be
lowered sometime this
fall or winter.

Ballad officials also
came out strongly in sup-
port of children wearing
masks when they return
to school, where the
potential spread of CO-
VID-19 is “incalculable,”
given nothing is known
about long-term impacts
to children, Chambers

said.
“If your child is going

back to school this week,
they need to wear a mask.
Ballad Health unequivo-
cally supports univer-
sal masking for children
going back to school,”
Chambers said. “We sup-
port vaccinations for ev-
ery child and every adult,
12 and over, unless there
is some reason you have
complications with the
vaccine.”

She also urged people
to avoid large gatherings.

Ballad Health Chief Op-
erating Officer Eric Dea-
ton echoed that position
in response to a question.

“We do support chil-
dren wearing masks in
schools. We feel it’s the
best way to protect chil-
dren. Masking is the best
thing we can do right
now for them; we do sup-
port the CDC guidelines,”
Deaton said.

Delta variant’s impact on kids prompts alarm

DAVID MCGEE/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

Niswonger’s Chief Medical Officer Dr. Patricia Chambers talks about the COVID cases in the children’s hospital.



WALLACE, Va. — So there I was, slum-
bering on the outskirts of Wallace, Virgin-
ia. And my son John and his friend Larry
awoke me around 2:30 a.m.

It was a dark and stormy
night.

We heard howling wind,
lightning, thunder, rain and
the rat-tat-tat of hail land-
ing on the roof.

And then a car came up
our driveway, at nearly 3
a.m.

Strangers are not exactly
what you want to see in the
middle of the night.

But they didn’t stop.
The car came up to turn around.
As it turned out, a tree landed across the

road, and that obstructed the traffic flow
right near our driveway.

All this was happening in the wee hours
of Sunday morning.

Hail was falling across Washington
County, landing in Bristol at 2:35 a.m. and
coming up to Abingdon at 2:45 a.m., ac-
cording to the National Weather Service.

On Sunday, I talked to Theresa Kingsley-
Varble. She’s the county’s emergency man-
agement coordinator. And she was busy
tracking traffic traps caused by flooded
roads in Benhams, Mendota, High Point
and Greendale.

I didn’t tell her about the tree on the
street in Wallace.

It was no longer a problem.
John and Larry had taken care of it.
But, wait — I’ll get to that.
Up in Abingdon, you could not drive

U.S. Highway 11 in the 300 block of East
Main Street. It was closed due to high wa-
ter flooding on Town Creek.

What a mess!
Folks, this is the main alternate route

for I-81, just in case the interstate gets
clogged. And, for more than 24 hours, you
had to follow a detour in Abingdon.

On Monday, I talked to John Dew, the
town’s director of public works. And he
told me more about how town officials
were going to study Town Creek.

Even so, it will take years to get this mess
fixed, he advised me.

And why’s that?
Because the road is so low and there is

so much water going through such small
pipes.

Once upon a time, Dew said, people
would actually drive right through the
creek on Main Street — just like you still
do on Deadmore Street between Main and
Valley streets in Abingdon.

Deadmore Street has a concrete ford.
But, during the floods of the weekend,
it was closed — like the 300 block of East
Main Street.

Why in the world in the year 2021 are we
still driving through creeks?

Driving through water can be a real
dumb thing to do. You just never know how
deep the water is or if the roadway might
be falling apart beneath all of that water.

You don’t want to drive through water in
a storm.

And you don’t want to run over trees.
As for the tree in the road at Wallace, I

have to applaud John and Larry for saving
the night as these teenagers picked up that
small tree and moved it over to the side of
the road so the traffic would no longer be
blocked.

They considered themselves heroes.
And they really were.
If there ever was a dark and stormy night,

then surely that’s what we had as Saturday
turned into Sunday in Washington County.

B1
Homefront
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Editor’s note: “Wandering Around
Washington” is a regular, exclusive column
from Joe Tennis highlighting the untold
stories in the county, direct from the people
who live and work here. Watch for him to
wander into shops, restaurants and parks to
bring you the gab and gossip — only in the
Washington County News.

WANDERING
AROUND WASHINGTON

Joe
Tennis

BY CAROLYN R. WILSON
FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

A BINGDON, Va. —
Members of the
Old Glade Antique

Tractor Association found
a cure for their cabin
fever recently when they
fired up an antique saw
that had been reas-
sembled and restored by
the group nearly a decade
ago.

Ron Stevenson, presi-
dent of the association,
said regulations from CO-
VID-19 have kept mem-
bers from hosting their
antique farm equipment
shows at Fairview Historic
Homestead in Abingdon
during the past year.

A group of six members
jumped at the chance
to socialize with their
friends and put the old
A.B. Farquhar sawmill to
work, cutting about 15
logs that were donated to
them last winter.

According to Steven-
son, much of the lumber
donated to the nonprofit
organization is cut with
the antique circular saw-
mill and used for proj-
ects at the living history
museum.

Using the 1867 sawmill,
the group earlier con-
structed a fire pit for the
purpose of processing
sorghum syrup for one of
their fundraising events
in the fall.

Lumber also fashioned
from the saw was used
to build a tool room at
Fairview.

The sawmill was donat-
ed to the tractor associa-
tion in 2014 from the Bris-
coe family of Abingdon.
According to Stevenson,
a foundation for the saw-
mill was donated by the
town of Abingdon from
the same wood recovered
from a Virginia Creeper
Trail trestle damaged in
the 2011 tornado.

Stevenson said the
sound of the old sawmill
is unique because the
teeth are in a constant
up-and-down motion,
earning it the nickname
buzz saw.

“The operator of the
sawmill has to listen to
the sound of the engine
to determine how fast he
can run the blade through
the log.”

The sawmill turns out
lumber that is rough cut

and textured, giving it a
rustic appearance.

Stevenson explained the
circular sawmill, which is
obsolete now, has been
replaced by more sophis-
ticated band mills that
operate more efficiently.
Nowadays, band mill
operators ride in air-con-
ditioned cabs with push
button controls.

“The circular saw we
have takes about six
people to operate. In the
modern mills today, one
man can do it all.”

Historically, the donated
sawmill was powered by
a tractor. Stevenson said
they received the tractor
as part of the donation,
but skills to repair the old
tractor are nearly a lost
art. The tractor is used for
display only.

Members had to rely
on their own knowledge
and skills to help them
learn how to operate the
antique sawmill.

The engine of the circu-
lar saw, run by a Farmall
power unit, moves a
series of flat belts and
pulleys. A rail-mounted
carriage directs the logs
into the spinning saw
blade. An edger smooths
the rough edges and cre-
ates a four-sided board.

The sawmill is just one
of more than 60 pieces of
farm equipment that have
been donated to the trac-
tor association since it
formed in 1981. Through
a partnership with Fair-
view, the tractor associa-
tion is able to store their
farm equipment at the
museum and conduct

educational programs for
the community.

“Our mission is to show
people what farming was
like in the late 1800s and
early 1900s,” said Steven-
son.

Cathy Hagy of Abing-
don, whose ancestors

If You Go
» What: Old Glade An-
tique Tractor Annual Show
» When: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on June, 17, 18 and 19
» Where: Fairview Historic
Homestead, 908 Hillman
Highway, Abingdon.
» Info: Outdoor event
includes display of antique
sawmill, tractors, vehicles,
the Fairview cabin and
other farm equipment

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO/WALTER JENNY

Members of the Old Glade Antique Tractor Association recently gathered to fire up a century-old sawmill they had reassembled and
restored years ago.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO/CAROL STEVENSON

The end result is a four-sided board.

OLD GLADE ANTIQUE TRACTOR ASSOCIATION

Creating buzz
Farming history comes to life with restored sawmill

See TRACTOR, Page A4

Town Creek
still poses
problem for
town pipes
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Salvation is ours because of Christ’s
crucifixion upon the cross. He died so
that we could be forgiven. Salvation is
God’s gift to us; in return we can grow
in wisdom and in the Spirit and spread
God’s love to others. In 1 John 4.16-
17, we read, “God is love. Whoever
lives in love lives in God, and God in
him. In this way love is made complete
among us.” This Easter, accept God’s
gift of love and share it with joy!

EASTER

Luke
24:13-35

Luke
24:36-53

Jonah
1:1-17

Jonah
2:1-10

Jonah
3:1-10

Jonah
4:1-11

Hosea
1:1-2:1

Bigstockphoto/galdzer

TO LIST YOUR CHURCH OR
BECOME A SPONSOR,

PLEASE CALL 1-800-293-4709

CHECK DIRECTLY WITH YOUR LOCAL HOUSE OF WORSHIP FOR
AN UPDATE ON ANY SCHEDULE CHANGE OR CANCELLATION.

BAPTIST
BELLE MEADOWS BAPTIST

Bristol’s Friendly Old
Fashioned Church
619 Wagner Rd. Bristol, Va.
276-669-4023
Sunday School 10:00 am

Morning. Service 11:00 am
Evening Service 6:00 pm
Wed. Prayer Meeting
& Youth Programs 7:00 pm
Tune in to WKJV-LP 106.5 FM
Hear Gospel Voice on WIGN-1550 AM
9:30 am & 4:45 pmWkly
Belle Meadows Hour WLFG TV,
Saturday Night 9:00 pm
www.bellemeadows.org
Pastor Dr. Dewey Williams

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH
Dennis Burnette, Pastor
20572 Benhams Road
Bristol, Virginia 24202
276-466-2468
Sunday School - 10:00 am

Morning Worship - 11:00 am
Evening Worship - 7:00 pm
Wednesday Mid-week
Prayer Service - 7:30 pm.
www.friendshipbaptistbristol.org
1220 Massachusetts Ave.
Bristol, Virginia 24201
Phone 276-669-7743

LEE STREET BAPTIST
Dr.W.A. Johnson Pastor
Full Gospel Ministry
Sunday 9:00 am
Living Word TV WLFG
Sunday School - 9:45 am

Worship - 11:00 am
Wed. Prayer/Bible Study - 7:15 pm
(276) 669-2760
Mary & Goodson St.Welcome

ROCK HILL BAPTIST
184 Johnson Chapel Rd
423-340-1611
Pastor Darryl Fritts
Sun School 10 am
Sun Worship 11 am
Sun Evening Worship 6 pm
Wed Prayer Service 7 pm

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH
220 Old Airport Road
Bristol - 423-383-0987
Dr. Charles Sherfey, Pastor
Sunday School 10:00 am
Worship 11:00am & 6:00pm

Wed. Bible Study 7:00 pm
Discovery Bible Club 7:00 pm
Nursery Available
WIGN 1550 AM Mon.-Fri. 8:30am

BAPTIST, SOUTHERN
EUCLID AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH

900 Euclid Ave., Bristol, VA
(276) 669-6168
www.eabc.church
Dr. Allen Roberts, Pastor
Sunday School 9:30 am

Morning Worship 10:45 am
Evening Worship 6:30 pm
Wednesday prayer Meeting
6:00 pm (Fellowship Hall)

EPISCOPAL
ST. COLUMBA EPISCOPAL CHURCH
607 Greenfield Pl., Bristol, Tn
www.stcolumbadioet.org
(423) 764-2251
9:00 am Holy Eucharist,
Nursery provided
Church School - 10:35 am
5th Sunday Healing Service

SAINT THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
124 E. Main St. Abingdon, VA
276-628-3606
Stthomasabingdon.dioswva.org
Rev. Dr. Boyd Evans III
Sunday School 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Time 10:30 am
Wed. Holy Eucharist & Healing Service 9:30
Adult Bible Class 10:30 am
Taize 6:30 pm every 2nd
Wed. of month

LUTHERAN
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
338 Lowland St., Abingdon VA
(276) 525-1961
www.facebook.com/gracelutheranlcms
Pastor Steve Meier
Worship 10:30 am
Sunday School 11:45 am

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
2909 Weaver Pike, Bristol TN
(423) 878-4831
Pastor Craig R.Wylie
Worship Service - 10:00 am
Sunday School - 9:00 am

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH-LC-MS
Bible Class & Sun. School 10:00 am
Divine Service 11:00 am
Worshipping At:
St. Columbas Episcopal Church
607 Greenfield Place Bristol, TN
Pastor Phillip Vangen
276-791-4744
www.lutheranbristol.org

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
807 East Main St., Abingdon
276-628-6215
www.stjohnabingdon.org
G. Scott Homesley, Pastor
See website for Worship details

LIBERTY BAPTIST CHURCH
DR. STAN ANDERSON, PASTOR
112Walnut Hill Road,
Bristol, TN
423-764-5673
liberty-online.org

Committed to the
Gospel and these
historic Christian teachings:
SCRIPTURE ALONE
CHRIST ALONE
GRACE ALONE
FAITH ALONE
GLORY TO GODALONE
~Worship Times
Sun. 8:30 & 11:00 AM, 7:00 PM
Wed. 7:00 PM
In-person and Livestream
BECAUSE TRUTH MATTERS

TENN. AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH
A House of Hope
104 Cypress St., Bristol, TN
423-989-4325
Sunday School 9:45 am
Worship 10:55 am & 6:00 pm
Wednesday Awana 6: 00 pm
Wednesday Worship 6:15 pm
Daycare: 6 weeks - K4 program
Academy: K - 12th Grade
After school/Summer
Program available
www.tabaptist.org

BAPTIST, FREEWILL
SHILOH FREEWILL BAPTIST
Pastor Greg Dingus
21503 Benhams Rd.
(276) 466-8620
Sunday School - 10:00 am
Worship - 10:45 am & 6:00 pm
Wednesday Service - 7:00 pm

CATHOLIC
CHRIST THE KING
CATHOLIC CHURCH
820 E. Main,
Abingdon, VA
276-628-2941
Rev. Francis X.
Musolooza
Sunday Mass:
10:00 a.m.
Must register to attend

Sunday Mass.
Call 276.628.2941
Online Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m.
www.ctk-abingdon.org
Daily Mass: Tuesday - Friday at 8 a.m.

CHURCH OF GOD
REST OF GOD
MINISTRIES
223 County Hill Rd.,
Blountville TN
(423) 797-8277
www.restofgod.com
Bill Hicks, Pastor

Saturday Worship 2:30 pm
We teach the commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus as our way of life.We believe
that there is salvation in Jesus alone. If you
believe God is calling you to follow Jesus, We
invite you to come worship and grow with us.

PLEASE SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS WITH YOUR PATRONAGE, AS THEY MAKE THIS PAGE POSSIBLE.

OR EMAIL CHURCHREP@KWNEWS.COM

VARIETY
MOBILE HOME
SERVICES, INC.
15696 Porterfield Highway

Abingdon, VA

276-623-5150
800-482-7489

Benny’s Pipe &
Muffler Service, LLC

“We Bend Any Tailpipe To Your Specification”

2315 W. State Street
Bristol, VA 24201

276-466-5001
Open Mon – Fri

Benny’ Pipe &

Empire
Ford-Lincoln

I-81, Exit 14
Abingdon, VA 24212
(276) 628-2127
(276) 669-4118
Fax: 276-628-1345

I-81,

Skyland
Coin

& Jewelry
Appraisals – U.S.

Foreign, Confederate

15548 Lee Highway
Bristol, VA

276-669-4212

Jersey Mike's
102 Bonham Rd. • Bristol, VA

276-466-2517
1430 Volunteer Parkway, • Bristol, TN

423-968-2838
420 Pinnacle Pkwy. • Bristol, TN

423-573-7150

Honoring God Through
Service To Seniors

We are an assisted living and
memory care community
designed to meet the
spiritual, emotional, and

physical needs of our seniors.

NOW OPEN!
Please call and schedule a tour today!

Dominion Senior Living of Bristol
425 Shelby Lane • Bristol, TN 37620 • (423) 797-8080

www.DominionBristol.com

423-764-5121
www.billgatton.com

BILL GATTON
Chevrolet • Cadillac

Akard
Funeral Home
Compassion: In The Toughest

Moments
When You Need It Most
1912 West State Street

Bristol, TN

423-989-4800

Acts 16:31 “BELIEVE IN THE LORD JESUS
CHRIST AND THOU SHALL BE SAVED”

CALL US FOR YOUR PEST CONTROL AND
SOFTWASH PRESSURE WASHING NEEDS

276-591-5638
WE WOULD GRATEFULLY APPRECIATE

YOUR BUSINESS

Weaver Funeral Home
630 Locust Street @ 7th

Bristol, TN
423-968-2111

www.weaverfuneralhome.net

Highlands
Community
Pharmacy

• Local Pharmacy
• Free Delivery
• All Insurance Accepted

Phar
•
•
• 

276-623-0470
16400 Jeb Stuart Highway

Abingdon, VA 24211

Capitol Windows & Doors
715 BLUFF CITY HWY., BRISTOL, TN

423-764-0148

Replacement Windows and Doors,
Storm Windows and Doors, Garage
Doors, Awnings, Carports and Patio
Covers, Vinyl Siding, Patio Rooms

FREEESTIMATES

EVERYTHING ON SALE!

HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING
Heat Pumps • Gas Furnaces

Air Conditioning • Geo-Thermal
25280 Lee Highway
Abingdon, VA 24211

advancedhvac@comcast.net

276-628-5493

Morgan McClure
Chevrolet GMC, Inc.

19363 US Hwy 58
Castlewood, VA 24224

276-762-2311 or 1-800-834-3325
www.morganmcclureauto.com
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owned the estate as far back
as the 1700s, credits the Old
Glade Antique Tractor Asso-
ciation for playing an impor-
tant role in preserving the
history of the region.

“I’m excited they are provid-
ing our youth and families
an education of how life was
lived back then. It’s so im-
portant for our history to be
remembered,” she said.

Just last week, the associa-
tion got approval to hold their
annual outdoor show from 9

a.m. to 4 p.m. on June 17, 18
and 19 at Fairview Historic
Homestead. The show will
include the display of antique
tractors, vehicles, the sawmill,
the Fairview cabin and other
farm equipment.

Admission is free, but dona-
tions are appreciated, said
Stevenson.

The association operates
solely on donations but still
manages to give back to the
community. Each year, mem-
bers raise 3,000 pounds of po-
tatoes at Fairview and donate
them to a local food bank.

Members also prepare
the soil for the Community

Gardens project sponsored by
Sustain Abingdon. Residents
of Washington County and
Bristol, Virginia, are eligible
to lease the garden spaces,
each measuring 20 by 20 feet.
Rent for each plot is $25 for
the spring and summer grow-
ing season. Garden plots are
already plowed and marked
off for the convenience of
gardeners.

Old Glade Antique Tractor
Association is located at 908
Hillman Highway in Abing-
don.

Carolyn R. Wilson is a freelance writer
in Glade Spring, Virginia. Contact her at

news@washconews.com.

Tractor
From Page B1

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO/WALTER JENNY

The A.B. Farquhar sawmill dates back to 1867.
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BY ROBERT SORRELL
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

A federal judge has accepted
a not guilty plea by reason of

insanity made by
the man accused
of slashing an Ap-
palachian Trail
hiker to death in
the summer of
2019 in South-
west Virginia, ac-
cording to court

records.
James Louis Jordan, 31, was

charged in connection with the
May 2019 death of Ronald S.
Sanchez Jr., 43, of Oklahoma,

and the stabbing of a Canadian
woman near the Wythe and
Smyth county line. Since then,
he’s undergone multiple mental
health examinations to deter-
mine whether he is competent
to stand trial.

In July 2019, Magistrate Judge
Pamela Sargent first found Jor-
dan, of West Yarmouth, Mas-
sachusetts, not competent to
stand trial.

“He suffers from a mental dis-
ease or defect,” Sargent said dur-
ing a 2019 hearing.

After additional examinations,

BY ROBERT SORRELL
WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

A judge considered several
emotional victim impact state-
ments when deciding whether
to accept a not guilty plea by
reason of insanity in the Ap-
palachian Trail murder case in
Southwest Virginia.

Judge James Jones accepted a
plea made by James Jordan, 31,
on murder and assault charges.
Jordan will remain in custody
and receive mental health treat-
ment. Jordan was charged in
connection with the May 2019
death of Ronald S. Sanchez Jr.,

43, of Oklahoma, and the stab-
bing of Kirby Morrill of Canada,
near the Wythe and Smyth coun-
ty line.

“Mr. Jordan is mentally ill, I
understand,” Morrill wrote in a
victim impact statement. “And
while I have some compassion
for mental illness in general, I
am sure you’ll forgive me for say-
ing that I can find none for him.
Many mentally ill people are not
violent, nor cruel. Mr. Jordan is
a murderer. It is anguishing to
have him labeled not guilty in

Appalachian Trail murder suspect
found not guilty by reason of insanity

Judge accepts insanity plea

See TRAIL, Page A5

Jordan

Victims’ statements reveal physical
and emotional toll of 2019 attacks

See VICTIMS, Page A5

BY CAROLYN R. WILSON
FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

A BINGDON, Va. —- An
Abingdon-based busi-
ness built on the value

of philanthropy is becoming
one of the regions fastest-
growing commercial general
contractors.

Wallberg Construction,
owned and operated by Jeff
Wallace and brothers David
and Nathan Berg, isn’t slow-
ing down a bit, despite the
pandemic this past year.

In just 10 years, the com-
pany has expanded from
one employee to 40 workers,
increasing revenue almost
70-fold during that time.

As impressive as the num-
bers are, their mission is
simple.

“We are a company that
seeks to improve the lives of
people who work for us. To
achieve that goal, we have
to be a successful, profitable
general contracting company
that provides creative and
high-quality solutions for our
clients,” said Nathan.

Licensed contractors in 20
states, the owners perform
work throughout the eastern
United States.

They just finished a project
in Springfield, Vermont, and
they are currently working on
projects in Garland and Tyler,
Texas. They’ll be in Danville,
Kentucky, later this summer.

But among their top 10
projects is the restoration
of the Summers building, a
century-old brick structure
on the corner of Main and
Court Street in Abingdon.

The massive structure will
feature a glass penthouse on
the top floor where a restau-
rant and bar will operate. The
second and third floors will
offer office and retail spaces.
The basement will serve as a
kitchen and a cellar for wine
storage.

“We’re taking painstaking
measures to put the building
back to the original form,”
said David. “We’re restoring
original trim, wood floors
and as much of the plaster
walls as possible.”

According to the brothers,
the rooftop restaurant will of-

fer customers a full panoram-
ic view of Abingdon, high-
lighting beautiful elements
of architecture that can’t be
enjoyed from the ground.

Other local projects in-
clude the restorations of
historical sites, such as the
Meadowview depot, Smyth
Chapel at Emory and many
of the buildings on the
campus of Emory & Henry
College, including the exte-
rior renovation of the depot,
painting the train bridge at
the entrance of the college
and repairing the steeple at
Memorial Chapel.

They renovated the exterior
of the Preston House, which
stands outside the Bristol,
Virginia, city limits. The
house is believed to be one
of the oldest frame houses in
Washington County, Virginia.

Wallberg Construction also
recently built the Damascus
Trail Center, a resource to
help empower new visitors
and stewards of the Appala-
chian Trail.

Their commercial work
often takes them out of the
region to work for large

CAROLYN R. WILSON/FOR THE WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

From left, Jeff Wallace, Nathan Berg and David Berg of Wallberg Construction stand in front of the Summers
building in Abingdon, one of their current projects.

See WALLBERG, Page A5

Built to last
After 10 years, Wallberg Construction Co. isn’t slowing down

Holston Mountain
Artisans hosting youth
quilting event A2
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Somuch has changed
in the last year,
but we are still here for
diabetes education.

PATIENT EDUCATION REGARDING
LIFESTYLE MANAGEMENT OF DIABETES
EDUCATION ON HEALTHY EATING
ANSWER NUTRITION-RELATED QUESTIONS

Schedule an appointment
with Caitlin Davis, at

Meadowview Community Health Center
13168 Meadowview Square
Meadowview, VA 24361

276-944-3999
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in 2020, Sargent then found
Jordan competent to stand
trial and ruled that the case
could proceed. A trial date
was planned for this year
but has been delayed due to
COVID-19 restrictions put
in place in federal court.

Last year, Jordan’s attor-
neys filed a motion saying
they planned to use an in-
sanity defense in the case.

On Thursday, Judge James
P. Jones agreed to a plea of
not guilty solely by reason
of insanity, court records
show. Jones considered
government exhibits, vic-
tim impact statements and
an apology from Jordan, as
well as psychiatric reports
and criminal complaints
filed following the 2019 at-
tacks.

Authorities said Jordan
stabbed two hikers mul-
tiple times after first threat-
ening them while they were
resting in their tents at a
campsite along the trail in
Southwest Virginia. Mul-
tiple people contacted law
enforcement that night to
report that Jordan, who
went by the trail name
“Sovereign,” was terrorizing
hikers. Officers eventually
located Sanchez’s body, the
female hiker and Jordan.

The female hiker, who
suffered multiple wounds,
ran about 3 miles from the
site of the attack and was
finally rescued by first re-
sponders.

Law enforcement in Bris-
tol and Unicoi County in
Tennessee previously en-
countered Jordan after re-
ceiving 911 calls from hik-
ers on the Appalachian Trail
and a business owner re-
garding the man’s behavior.

When he approached the
hikers in Southwest Virgin-
ia, he was acting disturbed
and unstable, playing his
guitar and singing, a federal
complaint states.

Jordan will remain in fed-
eral custody.

Trail
From Page A1

any fashion, though I ac-
cept the legal ramifica-
tions of those words are
very different from the ef-
fect they have on me.”

If Jordan is unable to rec-
ognize his actions harmed
people, Morrill asked
Jones to use his power to
“keep that man under lock
and key. Keep him from
harming anyone else. He
has demonstrated that he
is an unwavering danger
to those around him, and I
cannot bear the thought of
him inflicting upon any-
one else what he has on
me. And on Ron.”

Morrill said it was her
lifelong dream to com-
plete a thru-hike of the Ap-
palachian Trail. The attack
in 2019 and COVID-19
pandemic in 2020 has kept
her from completing that
goal, she wrote.

Morrill was stabbed
multiple times and had to
run 3 miles to safety after
seeing Sanchez stabbed to
death.

“I am haunted by Mr.
Jordan’s actions in May
2019,” she wrote. “And,
as a direct consequence
of his actions, I am also
haunted by my own deci-
sions.”

Morrill said she watched
and listened in “helpless
near-disbelief” as she said
Jordan “transformed be-
fore my eyes from a bewil-
dered, confused man into
a violent animal. I saw him
attack and murder a good,
kind man. And I remember
his eyes when I tried to run,
and when I looked back
over my shoulder. They are
burned into my mind.”

Morrill said she will nev-
er forgive herself for not
trying to help Sanchez, a
military veteran, who was
also hiking the Appala-
chian Trail.

The woman said she used
to find solace in forests.

“I no longer find solace

there,” she wrote. “The
last time I tried, I was
overcome with anxi-
ety and had to call for
someone to come get
me. When I have man-
aged to set up camp, I
sit in my sleeping bag
and I remember a man
breathing heavily out-
side my tent, threaten-
ing to burn me in my
sleep. Every noise in the
night wakes me from
restless near-sleep. It’s
gotten worse with time,
rather than better. Mr.
Jordan seems to have
unwittingly deprived
me of one of my deepest
comforts.”

Sanchez’s girlfriend
also submitted a victim
impact statement.

“The killer didn’t just
take Ron’s life, he took
my future, my security,
my joy,” Brenda Kelley
wrote. “My capacity for
joy is so limited now. It
was torn away, violated,
destroyed. Murdered.
How do you recover
from that? You don’t. It is
death of joy.”

Kelley said she hopes
Jordan is never released
from custody.

“I would never want
anyone else to have to
go through the living
hell of pain and heart-
ache that I have been
put in because of this
person,” Kelley wrote.
“The risk is too high.
It can be avoided alto-
gether and others can
be kept safe by keeping
him locked up.”

Kelley has been work-
ing to pick up where
Sanchez’s hike ended in
Southwest Virginia. She
hopes to reach Pennsyl-
vania by summer.

“One thing that allows
me to do this is knowing
that Ron’s killer is locked
up,” she wrote. “If he is
freed, I will never feel
safe again on the trail
and that will be one
more thing the killer has
taken from me.”

Victims
From Page A1

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Ronald S. Sanchez Jr., 43, was hiking on the Appalachian Trail when he was attacked in 2019.
Authorities say he was stabbed to death by James L. Jordan.

companies like Hibbitt
and Claire’s.

Berg brothers
The brothers credit

much of their success
to learning bedrock
principles from Wal-
lace, their mentor since
they were teenagers.

Their complementary
strengths have worked
together to build a
flourishing business.

A business manage-
ment graduate from
King University, Nathan
has created a top-notch
accounting system,
offering his expertise in
financial management
skills to effectively un-
derstand and manage
the company’s financial
needs. Nathan also
holds a master’s degree
from the London
School of Economics.

David is the detail-
oriented, hands-on
member of the team,
working with employ-
ees to help them reach
their full potentials.

The brothers grew up
in Meadowview, learn-
ing a lot about crafts-
manship from their
father, Charlie Berg.

“He also taught us a
lot about a good work
ethic,” said Nathan. The
brothers were respon-
sible for helping heat a
wood stove in their old
farmhouse when grow-
ing up.

David’s first job in
construction was at age
16. When Nathan was
only 14, he was on-site
helping at a demolition
job.

Wallace’s start in the
construction business
began in 1978 when he
graduated from Patrick
Henry High School, set-
ting out with his brother
Andy to make a living at
their trades. Jeff was a
plumber, and Andy’s ex-
pertise was in electricity.
Together they created
Wallace Brothers Con-
struction, a small busi-
ness that concentrated
on area remodeling
and building projects.
Jeff plumbed his first

house while still a student
at what was formerly
the Washington County
Regional Trade Center in
Abingdon.

Throughout his early
career, Wallace gained a
reputation for embracing
the spirit of giving. He
often donated his serves
to local people in the
community who couldn’t
pay for work — a practice
that’s still alive after the
owners became business
partners in 2011, later
meshing their names to
form Wallberg Construc-
tion Co.

Building communities
Not only does Wall-

berg Construction build
lasting structures, they
also seek to build strong
communities.

After working on
hundreds of projects in
the Washington County
area for the past 40 years,
Wallace has slowed down
on construction jobs
and put his Christian
faith into action. He was
instrumental in starting
The Church of New Be-
ginnings in 1990, where
he was pastor until last
year. The church that
was built on 17 acres in
Glade Spring includes a

pool, amphitheater and
campground for annual
youth camps.

Wallberg Construction
is in the process of con-
structing a vocational
school on the property as
a way to help people who
are unable to find steady
jobs after incarceration.

“The school also will
benefit us,” said David.
“We are investing in our
workforce, providing
vocational training and
assisting in career devel-
opment.

“The average age for
construction and skilled
tradesmen is in the
50s. They are aging out
of the profession, and
fewer young people are
replacing them. With this
training, we may be able
to hire many of them for
our company.”

In addition to teaching
such skills as plumb-
ing, electrical, carpen-
try, masonry and auto
mechanics, the school
will focusing on teaching
basic life skills.

“We want to teach
people how to do life and
do it well,” said Wallace.

Carolyn R. Wilson is a freelance
writer in Glade Spring, Virginia.

Contact her at citydesk@
bristolnews.com.

Wallberg
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Carrying on the Tradition of
Hickory Smoked BBQHickory Smoked BBQ

423-538-7543
900 Elizabethton Hwy, Bluff City,TN 37618

Mon-Thur 11 am-7:30 pm • Fri & Sat 11 am-2:30 pm & 4:30 pm-8:30 pm

Closed, Larry Proffitt says, “On The Lord’s Day.”


