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IT’S THE HOLIDAY SEASON
Parades, Breakfasts With Santa, Open Houses, Races 

All Part Of A Busy Weekend In Area, 
Photos From Which Abound In Today’s Paper.

The News-Gazette
Incidents
Reported
At RCHS

Fee Fears Keep 
Vendors Away

Groups
Schedule
Town Hall

Several local and 
school organizations 
have joined together to 
sponsor a virtual town 
hall event this Thurs-
day evening to discuss 
school safety in Rock-
bridge County schools.

The sponsoring or-
ganizations include 50 
Ways Rockbridge, the 
Rockbridge NAACP, 
the RCHS Student-
Teacher Association for 
Non-Disc r i m i nat ion 
(STAND) and the Rock-
bridge Justice Coalition, 
and CARE (Community 
Anti-Racism Effort).

The organizations cite 
the two incidents re-
ported at Rockbridge 
County High School – 
one involving a swastika 
and the other involving 
a gun found on school 
grounds – as well as an 
unconfirmed report of a 

See Town Hall, page B12

Permit Requirement
Creates Stir At Market
By Emma Coleman

The Lexington Farmers Market on Dec. 1 was a “ghost 
town.” Several regular vendors were not there.

“They were told they could not come. And as market man-
ager, I had to be the one to tell them that,” said Mitch Wap-
ner, owner of Paradox Farm. “The commissioner of revenue 
told me that any non-farmer vendor was not allowed to be 
here unless they have a peddler’s permit.”

On Nov. 18, Lexington Commissioner of Revenue Karen 
Roundy got a phone call.

“Someone called our office and requested a business li-
cense to sell baked goods at the Lexington Farmers Mar-
ket,” Roundy said in a memo to Lexington City Council. 
“My deputy filled out a Zoning Approval for City of Lex-
ington Business Licenses form and gave it to Arne Glaeser 
on Nov. 19.”

Roundy called the interested baker and “left a voice mes-
sage indicating a peddlers business license would be needed 
and the amount would be $500, which was only good for the 
calendar year.”

Then, on Nov. 22, Roundy said she discovered via the farmers 
market’s Facebook page that unlicensed peddlers were selling 
at the market.

“I called Mr. Wapner and advised the vendors who were not 

See Market, page 2

AN AREA RESIDENT signs a petition to urge City Council 
to reconsider the peddler’s permit requirement for vendors at 
the Lexington Farmers Market, which was without a number 
of its usual vendors last week. (Emma Coleman photos)

Planting Trees For Bay’s Sake
Criteria Offered
For Agencies’ 
Funding Asks
By Emma Coleman

Lexington City Coun-
cil members unanimously 
agreed last week to contrib-
ute $5,000 to Hull’s Drive-
in to support the nonprofit’s 
purchase of the land it sits 
on.

The drive-in, situated 
north of Lexington off 
of U.S. 11 in Rockbridge 
County, launched a fund-
raising campaign earlier 
this year to purchase the 
property. Hull’s met its 
goal of raising $350,000 
to purchase the land, then 
extended the campaign to 
raise an additional $92,500 

to complete the purchase so 
it wouldn’t be encumbered 
by a mortgage.

In July, Campaign Leader-
ship Committee Co-Chairs 
Matt Paxton and David Nat-
kin, Hull’s Angels Board 
Chair Kevan Kavanaugh, 
and Hull’s Angels Execu-
tive Director Lauren Sum-
mers sent the city a letter 
requesting $12,500 in pur-
chase support.

Similar appeals for fund-
ing were made to the Rock-
bridge County Board of 
Supervisors and Buena 
Vista City Council. The 
Board of Supervisors has 
indicated that it would be 
amenable to granting tax ex-
empt status to Hull’s in lieu 
of making a direct contribu-

See Hulls, page B12

Groups Come
Together
For Project

About 25 volunteers gath-
ered near Moores Creek Sat-
urday to plant 250 bareroot 
tree and shrub seedlings on 
over 2 acres in an environ-
mental initiative led by the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
and Boxerwood Education 
Association. Volunteers are 
being sought to make a return 
visit to the site this Saturday, 
Dec. 11, to plant another 85 
seedlings of native plants.

Washington and Lee Uni-
versity students, Rockbridge 
County Master Gardeners, 
Virginia Native Plant Society 
members,       representatives 

See Trees, page  2

Lexington Agrees
To Hull’s Donation

Anti-Semitic
Act Videoed,
Gun Found
By Darryl Woodson

Rockbr idge County 
school officials last Thurs-
day reported two separate 
incidents at Rockbridge 
County High School on 
consecutive days, one in-
volving a Nazi swastika 
image and salute and the 
other involving a weapon 
found on school premises.

School officials say the 
initial investigation did not 
suggest that the student 
with the weapon intended 
to use it or cause harm to 
anyone. That student is 
now facing a felony charge 
for bringing a weapon onto 
school property.

Disciplinary action was 
initiated, say officials, 
against the students in-
volved in the anti-Semitic 
incident.

According to a statement 
from the school system last 
Thursday,  two  students  
at RCHS   on   Wednesday 

See Gun, page B12

ALSTON HORN (center) holds a seedling during a tree planting demonstration that was 
part of Saturday’s tree planting event along Moores Creek. Digging is Chris Moore, while 
Karen Stanley (at right) is among those listening. (photo courtesy of Sarah Coffey of the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation)
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Trees
continued from page 1

of CBF and Boxerwood and other volunteers dug holes 
with shovels, planting the saplings in an open field along the 

creek, which is a tributary of the Maury River.
“As the trees grow, they will create homes for wildlife and 

cool water temperatures, capture carbon dioxide and pre-
vent pollution to the air and rivers downstream,” said Kenny 
Fletcher, CBF’s Virginia media and communications coor-
dinator. “The many beautiful tree species [that were planted 
included] silky dogwood, red maple, bristly locust, swamp 
chestnut oak, downy serviceberry, persimmon, sourwood and 
more.” 

The tree plantings are part of the James River Buffer Pro-
gram, which provides full funding to landowners to plant trees 
along rivers and streams that eventually flow into the James 
River. The program directly pays for all project costs, includ-
ing design, site preparation, materials, installation and three 
years of establishment support. The work is supported by a 
grant from the Virginia Environmental Endowment’s James 
River Water Quality Improvement Program.

The trees planted Saturday will also support COREworks, 
a donation-based carbon offset marketplace based solely in 
Rockbridge County that is run by the Boxerwood Education 
Association.

To participate in this Saturday’s tree plantings, which are 
taking place between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., contact Sarah Coffey, 
CBF Upper James field technician, by email at scoffey@cbf.org 
or by phone at (860) 449-3830.

Market
continued from page 1

farmers could not sell at the 
Lexington Farmers Market 
without a business license,” 
Roundy said in the memo. 
“I informed him a peddlers 
business license would be re-
quired by each vendor, which 
cost $500 per calendar year.”

The licenses aren’t pro-
rated. Any vendor who quali-
fies as a peddler according 
to city code but wished to 
continue participating in the 
market would have needed to 
pay $500 in November and 
again in January. 

Wapner said that about a 
quarter of the market’s regu-
lar vendors have been told 
they qualify as peddlers and 
cannot participate without a 
license.

“There are five vendors in 
particular that were not able 
to come according to what 
the commissioner of revenue 
had identified as nonfarm-
ers,” he said Tuesday.

Rumors began to f loat 
around the city. Some mem-
bers of the community be-
lieved vendors were being 
fined for selling their goods 
without a peddler’s permit.

“We’re not fining anyone,” 
Mayor Frank Friedman said 
last Friday. “What’s ambigu-
ous is the victimization of 
these kind people who are a 
part of the community of the 
farmers market and how to 
navigate the laws that require 
the license for the next couple 
of weeks.”

It was also rumored that 
vendors were given a one- 
or two-week grace period in 
which they could sell their 
goods without a peddler’s 
permit. But City Manager 
Jim Halasz said no formal 
grace period was granted.

“There was nothing pro-
posed to me like that,” the 
city manager said. “When 
this question was addressed 
to the mayor and myself, it 
was the day before the mar-
ket, on a Tuesday. And since 
the vendors had to understand 
whether they should show up 
the next day, we said, ‘We’re 
not going to try and do any-
thing about tomorrow. They 
can show up.’ The ones that 
didn’t have licenses. Because 
we didn’t have answers. We 
hadn’t researched this yet.”

But Roundy said she has to 
do her job as an enforcer of 
city law, which is “very spe-
cific about what a peddler is,” 
she said Friday.

According to Lexington 
city code, a peddler is de-
fined as “any person who 
shall carry from place to 
place any goods, wares or 
merchandise and offer to sell 
or barter the same, or actu-
ally sell or barter the same.” 
Peddlers are also “all persons 

who do not keep a regular 
place of business, whether it 
be a house of a vacant lot or 
elsewhere, open at all times 
in regular business hours and 
at the same place, who shall 
offer for sale foods, wares and 
merchandise.”

The code excludes from 
this definition “those who sell 
or offer for sale in person or 
by their employees ice, wood, 
charcoal, meats, milk, butter, 
eggs, poultry, fish, oysters, 
game, vegetables, fruits or 
other family supplies of a 
perishable nature or farm 
products grown or produced 
by them and not purchased by 
them for sale.”

Roundy said this means 
vendors at the market who do 
not own a farm are peddlers.

“They don’t have a for-
mal place of business, and 
they’re coming there to sell 
their goods,” she said. “It’s 
definitely a peddler, which 
in Lexington’s code is a $500 
fee.”

Peddler’s license fees in 
neighboring municipalities 
are similar. In Buena Vista, 
the cost of a peddler’s permit 
is also $500, according to the 
city’s website. In Rockbridge 
County, it’s $300.

While Staunton also re-
quires its business owners 
to have appropriate licenses 
and pay associated taxes, its 
farmers market operates dif-
ferently than Lexington’s. 

Market manager Ashley 
Malcolm told The News-Ga-
zette last week that producers 
who submit an application 
and are approved as vendors 
and abide by the market’s 
rules can sell their goods at 
the market without a business 
license.

Halasz said Lexington 
could certainly consider a 
similar agreement. In the last 
couple of weeks, city staff 
have not been able to locate 
any written agreement be-
tween the city and the Lex-
ington Farmers Market.

“I’ve not been able to find 
it, nor can Mitch,” Halasz 
said. “I think there was just 
an expectation of what the 
farmers market would do 
for our community. I’ve not 
been able to find anything. 
Jani Hostetter, the city clerk 
of Council, hasn’t been able 
to find anything here in the 
office. If it’s written down 
somewhere, we don’t know 
where it is.”

The earliest record of the 
modern Lexington Farm-
ers Market in The News-
Gazette’s archives is dated 
December 2001. That month, 
a former City Council unani-
mously approved a request 
to close Washington Street 
between Jefferson Street and 
Lee Street from about 1 to 

6 p.m. every Wednesday be-
ginning May 1, 2002, and 
through October 1, 2002.

Wapner said that since 
then, no producer or peddler 
has ever been asked to pres-
ent a business license to be-
come a vendor.

“For the last 19 years, the 
city has not asked any of our 
vendors for licenses, whether 
they’re farmers or not,” he 
said.

Kereshmeh “Kelly” Kashe-
fian, who owns Kelly’s Per-
sian Food, has been selling 
her baked goods at the Lex-
ington Farmer’s Market since 
2016. She said she has not 
been asked to pay for a ped-
dlers licesnse until now.

“Nobody told us,” she said.
Kashefian said Roundy 

called and emailed her late 
last month to tell her she 
couldn’t continue doing busi-
ness in the city without a ped-
dler’s permit.

“The commissioner of rev-
enue sent me an email and 
left the message for me. ‘Stay 
at home. Save your trip. Don’t 
come to the market. You are 
not allowed to sell.’ It’s not 
a very friendly way of talk-
ing to somebody,” Kashe-
fian said. “She wrote in her 
email, ‘I discovered that you 
sell….’ I mean, I didn’t keep 
any secrets from the people 
during these years. I’m open 
to everybody, my customers. 
Everybody knows it was my 
life. I didn’t hide anything.”

Roundy said she wanted to 
help vendors.

“I had told them, ‘You may 
want to think about maybe 
not doing any more this year, 
and then come in in January, 
so that way you’re saving 
yourself.’ Because I’m the 
one who brought that up to 
them. I’m just trying to help 
them,” Roundy said. “It’s not 
that I don’t want them to be 
there, because I love busi-
nesses in Lexington. But it 
has to be fair for everyone. 
It has to be fair. You have the 
brick and mortar people that 
are paying for their rent, their 
utilities, and everything. And 
then if someone comes, and 
they’re selling a similar prod-
uct, right there, it isn’t right. I 
have to make sure everybody 
is doing what the code says.”

Roundy said that enforcing 
peddler’s permits is driven 
primarily by complaints.

“I don’t walk the streets. 
I’m not going to be on the cor-
ners looking for people ped-
dling,” she said. “However, 
I’ve had it on the weekends 
where people have called and 
said, ‘Hey, so-and-so is sell-
ing stuff on the corner,’ where 
I have to go down. I don’t 
have the resources to have 
someone on the street to find 
everything that’s going on. 

However, whenever someone 
calls, or if I get a complaint, I 
have to act.”

Roundy said nothing would 
have changed if the interested 
vendor hadn’t called her of-
fice looking for a business 
license. 

“I wouldn’t even know 
anything about it,” she said.

Kashefian said that what 
happens at the market should 
stay at the market.

“I think if something 
happens at the market, ev-
erybody should talk to the 
market manager, Mr. Mitch, 
not City Hall,” she said. “Mr. 
Mitch does everything for the 
market, so he knows the rules 
and regulations.”

But Wapner understands 
that the farmers market has 
to comply by city regulations.

“We are the city of Lexing-
ton Farmers Market,” he said. 
“I’m not trying to divorce 
ourselves from the city by 
any means. And I think we 
should be compliant with the 
city. I think the city, on the 
other hand, should continue 
business the way they have 
for the last 19 years.”

The market manager said 
that “this whole blow-up was 
a mistake on the city’s part.” 

“Mayor Frank Friedman 
used an analogy that this is 
similar to a burst water line, 
and no one should look for 
blame, and, you know, these 
things happen,” Wapner 
said. “And my comment was, 
‘That’s a bad analogy.’ Think 
of it more like the power com-
pany who cuts the power line 
and deprives their customers 
of service, and they need to 
do everything in their power 
to make it right as fast as pos-
sible.”

Tantivy Farm owner and 
former interim market man-
ager Brian Ross started a pe-
tition requesting City Council 
reconsider the fee at the mar-
ket on Dec. 1. Seven pages 
had been filled with signa-
tures by vendors and market 
visitors by about 10:30 a.m. 
that day. He anticipated mak-
ing the petition available at 
the market today, Dec. 8.

“We’re hoping that we can 
just get their attention and 
say, ‘Look, all these people 
think this is ridiculous,’ 
rather than get confrontation 
about it,” Ross said. “They 
need to think it out. It’s such 
an old rule of law.”

The lavender farmer said 
the fee is a hefty one, even 
for an established business-
man and farmer like him.

“I couldn’t do it, not this 
time of year,” he said. “If they 
just said for me to set up is 
$500, I’d have said, ‘No. I’m 
sorry.’”

Friedman said the city is 
working as quickly as it can 
to find a solution.

“Jim and Mitch are work-
ing on solutions for short term 
and long term endeavors,” 
Friedman said Friday. “But 
no one’s allowed to operate 
a business without a business 
license. Those are the laws. 
I’m always mindful of blue 
rules and red laws. Blue rules 
we can bend and contort and 
make exceptions for. Laws, 
we don’t break those.”

Halasz said the solution 
won’t be found easily, though.

“You have to think these 
things through,” he said. 
“Our biggest challenge and 
the most important issue is 
working through this and 
treating everyone equally 
and fairly. We want to do that 
with the vendors who are sell-
ing, who have sold and would 
like to continue to sell their 
baked goods. And we want 
to be fair to all of our busi-
nesses, too. Whatever change 
we make, we have to make 
sure everyone’s considered.”

The city manager said the 
commissioner of revenue 
has to be considered when 
making changes, too. Some 
City Council members have 
already expressed an inter-
est in charging peddlers for 
their permits on the date their 
permit was issued, instead of 
every calendar year.

“I will work with Karen on 
that to make sure that we can 
put into place, whatever that 
structure is, a license that she 
could administer properly,” 
Halasz said.

Halasz said he expects 
to discuss the farmers mar-
ket with City Council at its 
regular meeting Dec. 16. A 
request to waive peddlers 
permit fees for market ven-
dors was submitted to Halasz 
by Wapner on Dec. 1. It is still 
on the table.

“We could discuss solely 
the waiver of the business li-
cense going forward,” Halasz 
said, “but you really have 
some other issues that are 
peripheral. Who should be at 
the farmers market? Are we 
waiving the fees for t-shirt ar-
tisans? There are people who 
consider that their art or them 
to be an artist. Do we want 
it there? We ought to look at 
those questions carefully be-
fore we give a carte blanche 
approval.”

Wapner submitted a simi-
lar waiver request on Dec. 
1 for the Holiday Market on 
Dec. 8. The process for its 
approval could not be com-
pleted in one week. 

“There wasn’t enough time 
with a one day notice to put 
something together for Coun-
cil,” Halasz said. “It’s not 
fair to the other businesses, 

who also pay their business 
license and compete to have 
a decision made or discussion 
of decision without good no-
tification.”

But Wapner said the mar-
ket’s regular vendors, includ-
ing those who don’t have a 
peddler’s permit, anticipated 
being there.

“At this moment, we did 
not have any extra craft 
vendors signed up for the 
Holiday Market. So, it’s not 
an issue for them. For our 
regular vendors, everyone’s 
planning on showing up to-
morrow, barring weather,” he 
said Tuesday.

Kashefian said she planned 
to sell her Persian baked 
goods at the holiday event. 
But she’s not sure she’ll pay 
$500 for a license come Janu-
ary.

“I have no idea,” she said. 
“I should wait and see what 
Mr. Mitch will tell us. Mr. 
Mitch is a best friend for the 
market. He does everything 
for the market and support-
ing the market and keeping it 
alive. So, whatever Mr. Mitch 
tells me, I will totally agree 
with him.”

But the baker does think 
the fee for the license is “ex-
pensive.”

“I’m a vendor. I just come 
over there every Wednes-
day from 7:30 to 1:00. That’s 
all,” she said. “Because I’m 
a breast cancer survivor, I 
come on Tuesday as well for 
just visiting my doctor. That’s 
all. So, I don’t know why I 
should pay $500 for a license. 
I don’t have a restaurant. I 
don’t have a house to live in 
there. I live in West Virginia. 
I live in Lewisburg.”

Kashefian said she’ll miss 
being in town later this 
month.

“People over there are so 
friendly, so polite and so sup-
portive, and I really enjoy my 
time over there,” she said. “I 
really missed the market last 
week, I will miss it the two 
last Wednesdays of Decem-
ber, but who knows in the 
future. We’ll see. We should 
keep our fingers crossed.”

“The non-farming vendors 
contribute to the diversity 
and vibrancy of the market,” 
Wapner said. “There are lots 
of folks who come here to 
buy a loaf of bread and then 
come by my stand and buy 
a pumpkin, or pick up a pet 
treat and go buy some toma-
toes. It’s intertwined. If you 
had 20 vendors here all sell-
ing tomatoes, you would not 
have a happy public. They 
want diversity. They want a 
vibrant market. And it’s in 
the city’s own interest to have 
a vibrant downtown farmers 
market.”
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County
OKs Funds
For F.S. Kay
A&E Plans
By Ed Smith
Architectural	and	engineering	plans	are	

going	to	be	made	for	a	major	upgrade	to	
the	Floyd	S.	Kay	Career	 and	Technical	
Education	Center.
The	Rockbridge	County	Board	 of	Su-

pervisors	on	Monday	gave	the	green	light	
to	the	School	Board	to	proceed	with	hav-
ing	 the	A&E	 plans	 prepared.	Approval	
came	 less	 than	 two	 weeks	 after	 both	
boards	jointly	heard	a	presentation	on	the	
need	for	the	project.	The	Quinn	Evans	ar-
chitectural	firm,	having	completed	a	fea-
sibility	study	on	the	project	in	July,	made	
the	presentation.
“It	was	an	excellent	presentation,”	said	

Dan	Lyons,	chairman	of	the	Board	of	Su-
pervisors,	during	a	work	session	Monday	
afternoon.	“We	need	to	hire	an	architect	
to	design	what	we	need.	I	don’t	think	any-
body	can	argue	that	we	don’t	need	to	do	
this.	It’s	a	50-year-old	building	that	was	
designed	for	a	different	time.	It’s	time	to	
say	we’re	going	to	do	what	we	need	to	do.	
We	need	to	start	the	ball	rolling.”

See F.S. Kay, page 4Growing
Skateboarding

Heavy Rains Close Area Roads

Program To Help
Restore Licenses
By Ed Smith
Being	able	to	drive	to	work	is	a	neces-

sity	 for	 many	 people	 so	 they	 can	 stay	
employed	and	provide	for	their	families.	
When	this	privilege	is	lost	due	to	a	driv-
ing	 infraction	 or	 other	 legal	 issue,	 the	
family’s	well-being	and	economic	secu-
rity	are	imperiled.
A	 pilot	 program	 is	 scheduled	 to	 be	

launched	early	next	year	 in	 connection	
with	 the	 Buena	 Vista	 General	 District	
Court	 to	 help	 local	 residents	 who	 find	
themselves	 in	 such	a	predicament.	The	
Blue	Ridge	Mile	is	a	student-driven	ini-
tiative	 of	Washington	 and	Lee	Univer-
sity’s			Shepherd			Program		for		Poverty	

See License, page 5

LOCAL YOUTHS watch Wes Ryan, a sophomore at Rockbridge County High School, perform a jump off a metal ramp at the Lexington 
skate park in late August. City staff announced earlier this month that the city would provide $5,000 in maintenance funds to repave the 
space. Other fundraising efforts for park improvements are already under way. (Emma Coleman photo)

City, Supporters
Work To Revitalize Park

By Emma Coleman
Wes	Ryan	is	a	sophomore	at	Rockbridge	County	High	School.	He	likes	

to	skateboard,	so	much	that	he	attended	a	skate	camp	this	past	sum-
mer	in	Woodward,	Pa.	But	his	ability	to	grow	as	a	skater	is	limited	in	
Lexington.
“Once	you	get	to	a	certain	point	in	skating,	once	you	sort	of	progress,	

there’s	just	so	much	you	can	do	here.	And	some	of	the	stuff	here,	you	
just	can’t	skate	it,”	he	said	in	an	interview	with	The	News-Gazette	at	
Lexington’s	skate	park	last	month.	

“This	thing	doesn’t	grind	at	all,”	Ryan	said	as	he	pointed	to	a	piece	
of	equipment.	“There’s	only	like	one	trick	you	can	actually	do	on	that.	
There’s	a	lot	of	just	rust	here.	This	thing	hardly	slides.	This	ramp	is	
rusted.	If	you	fall	on	it,	you’d	probably	get	tetanus	or	something.”
Ryan	is	one	of	several	local	residents	calling	for	improvements	to	the	

city’s	skate	park,	originally	built	adjacent	to	the	city	swimming	pool	
in	1997.
“Skateboarding	is	like	the	only	sport	in	Lexington	that	doesn’t	have	a	

facility	where	you	can	actually	really	practice	it,”	Ryan	said.	“I	mean,	
I	guess	it	does,	but	there’s	only	so	much	you	can	do	here.	If	it	was	re-
paved,	and	it	had	just	a	few	really	good	things,	like	maybe	three	or	four	
obstacles,	but	they	were	actually	skate-able,	it	would	be	perfect.”

See Skateboarding, page 2

Hundreds Lose Power 
By Emma Coleman

The	 remnants	 of	 the	 tropical	 depression	 that	
hit	Texas	over	a	week	before	finally	made	it	to	the	
Rockbridge	area	last	week.	Heavy	rains	delayed	local	
school	openings	and	flooded	roads.

Early	 Tuesday,	 the	 National	 Weather	 Service	
outpost	in	Blacksburg	issued	a	flash	flood	watch	for	
the	area	from	2	p.m.	to	11	a.m.	Wednesday.	But	as	the	
rain	continued	to	fall,	the	warning	was	extended	to	8	
a.m.	Thursday.

Then,	 late	 Wednesday	 afternoon,	 the	 NWS	
upgraded	the	watch	to	a	warning.	The	storm	downed	
tree	limbs	and	forced	two	county	roads	to	close.

-   -   -
Lexington	City	Schools	opened	two	hours	late	on	

See Weather, page 9

‘A New Busy’
For Regional
Hospitals
By	Harrison	M.	Branham
For	the	first	time	since	the	COVID-19	

pandemic	began,	Carilion	had	to	make	
the	decision	last	Wednesday	to	“divert”	
any	 patients	 slated	 to	 come	 to	 Rock-
bridge	Community	Hospital	emergency	
room	to	other	hospitals	due	to	overca-
pacity.
According	to	Greg	Madsen,	vice	pres-

ident	and	hospital	administrator	of	Car-
ilion	Rockbridge	Community	Hospital,	
a	diversion	is	a	temporary,	precaution-
ary	measure	that		hospitals		take		when	

See COVID, page 4

A FLOODED COLLIERSTOWN Road greeted drivers west of Murat last Wednes-
day, with a vehicle getting stuck in the water near this point. (Donna V. Potter photo)
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INTEGRITY, HONOR, SERVICE

Lex LaMotte
For

Board of Supervisors - Walkers Creek District

Protecting the Heritage,
Building the Future

Christian Constitutional conservative businessman who believes 
that the two most important groups in Rockbridge County

are the children and the farmers.

FOCUS: Protect the farm land and return education to its 
 original function – preparing the students for life.

 Make government functional again and 
 defend the Constitution.

I BELIEVE THAT GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE RUN LIKE A BUSINESS

Constitutional Conservative; Pro-Gun, Pro-Second Amendment;
Unapologetically Pro-Life; Unquestionable support of the military 
and Veterans and First Responders

One of the greatest privileges of running for Supervisor of 
Rockbridge County is that of meeting the people. I’ve seen 
their faces, heard hearts, and gotten some great feedback. 
Of the feedback I’ve received, the most consistent comment is, 
“We don’t know what the supervisors are working on or what 
they’ve accomplished.” With that in mind, once elected, I plan 
on holding monthly meetings throughout the district to hear 
and address citizens’ concerns and answer your questions. 
As I’ve mentioned before, this is your government, and you 
deserve, not only to be heard, but to see results accomplished 
for which your tax dollars payed.

Leaders need to lead, not expect others to do what they
are not willing to do themselves. I just want to give the

government back to the people where it belongs.

“- and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, 
shall not perish from the earth.” - Abraham Lincoln

Authorized and paid for by Lex LaMotte

continued from page 1
Lucky for Ryan and his fel-

low skaters, the park may soon 
get the sought-after makeover. 
City Manager Jim Halasz said 
at Lexington City Council’s 
meeting Sept. 16 that he and 
Public Works Director Jeff 
Martone intend to set aside 
some funds to resurface the 
space.

“Of course, we all know that 
there is money that was put in 
reserve for the skate park main-
tenance several years ago from 
the fundraising,” Halasz said. 
“And that was about $5,000.”

According to meeting min-
utes, in April 2012 Council 
unanimously agreed to “appro-
priate $5,000 from the Contin-
gency Fund for repair work to 
be done at the skate park.”

The following October, as ef-
forts to repair equipment at the 
park began, public works em-
ployees found that the pieces 
were not salvageable and re-
moved them from the park. 
Fundraising efforts by skate 
park advocates continued, but 
the appropriated $5,000 re-
mained untouched – until now.

“Jeff and I met with propo-
nents of improvements to the 
skate park, and their No. 1 pri-
ority is resurfacing the asphalt 
base of the park,” Halasz said 
Sept. 16. “As Jeff and I looked 
at the cost of that, and that 
being their No. 1 priority, they 
indicated they would do addi-
tional fundraising, and if that 
is the case, we believe we can, 
with that money that’s reserved 
for the skate park, resurface 
that park.”

Mary Harvey-Halseth, a for-
mer City Council member and 
Lexington resident who has 
advocated for the skate park’s 
maintenance since its incep-
tion, confirmed the city man-
ager’s comments.

“If more funds are needed, 
we will reach out for assistance 
by fundraising for that,” Har-
vey-Halseth said in an email 
last week.

“We’ll try and get that done 
later this fall when our paving 
folks come back,” Halasz said.

-   -   -

Several fundraising efforts 
for the park are already under 
way. Lance Branham, another 
local skateboarder who orga-
nized the Greater Rockbridge 
County Skateboarder Coalition 
through Facebook, is selling 
stickers to raise funds for park-
related projects.

“One of the first things that 
almost anyone that becomes 
a skater, or a biker, or some-
thing like that,” Branham said 
in an interview Aug. 13, “the 
first thing you buy is a sticker, 
kind of representing what you 
what you think is cool. And I 
was like, ‘Okay, as a way to get 
another part of the community 
in here, let’s hold an art contest 
for a logo for what we’re doing.’ 
And we got one entry, but it’s 
beautiful.”

The sticker features a deer 
with a skateboard in its ant-
lers, backed by a sunrise over 
mountains and encircled by the 

Coalition’s name. The stickers 
cost $2 each. 

Branham said in a post on the 
Coalition’s Facebook page on 
Sept. 21 that sticker sales have 
already raised $298. The goal is 
$2,000.

“I’ve got 1,000 stickers, so if 
I can sell us 1,000 stickers, that 
gives us $2,000,” Branham said 
Sept. 13. “I have a lot of people 
asking for t-shirts of the logo. 
But I’m just kind of waiting a 
little while until some stickers 
move and can get some more 
money off of them to kind of 
make a move on that.”

-   -   -
The Lexington Police De-

partment is contributing to the 
fundraising effort, too.

“As part of the police depart-
ment’s enhanced community 
outreach and eagerness to pro-
vide our city’s youth with a safe 
and robust skate park,” Police 
Chief Angela Greene said in 
an email Sept. 9, “we are vigor-
ously looking at opportunities 
to partner with local establish-
ments, professionals and grant 
funding to revitalize this skate 
park. 

“Once we secure a provider 
for the design and development 
of this project, we will hold an 
open community meeting for 
all interested citizens to relay 
their vision of Lexington’s 
skate park, in order to con-
struct a venue all citizens will 
be proud of and enjoy for years 
to come.”

Harvey-Halseth said the co-
alition, in addition to setting up 
a GoFundMe page, is working 
on establishing itself as a non-
profit organization.

“I’m working with Wash-
ington and Lee University 
law clinic in establishing our 
nonprofit,” Harvey-Halseth 
said in an email Sept. 1. “This 
will help with fundraising and 
grant-writing efforts for not just 
the Lexington location of the 
skate park, but also for Buena 
Vista and future Rockbridge 
County locations.

-   -   -
The coalition is hosting an 

awareness event at the park 
on Oct. 30 from 3 to 5 p.m. It 
will feature skaters, music, a 
food truck and a community 
art wall. A can of food for the 
Rockbridge Area Relief Asso-
ciation food pantry is the cost 
of admission.

“The lack of visible pieces, 
the weeds growing up through 
the asphalt, the removal of the 
bench and the disrepair of the 
pavilion will help us in spread-
ing awareness of why it’s 
termed ‘the worst skate park 
in Virginia,’” Harvey-Halseth 
said in an email Sept. 9.

A video posted on YouTube 
by the channel McCANN Trav-
els in July 2020 labels the park 
as the worst of its kind in the 
state. The video has over 900 
views.

“That video, boy, I think that 
really turned some heads,” said 
Kim Dorey, a Lexington resi-
dent with three sons. Her sec-
ond oldest, Kellan, 14, took an 
interest in skating earlier this 
year.

“He kept talking about this 
skate park, state park, skate 
park. So, I had to take him up,” 
Dorey said in an interview last 
month. “I didn’t even realize 
we had one. And when I saw 
the skate park, it was just kind 
of pitiful.”

The park features a large 
square of asphalt with a small 
pavilion in one corner. The 
open space is dotted with ce-
ment and metal blocks and 
ramps. All wooden structures 
were removed from the park on 
Sept. 8.

“The city of Lexington dis-
mantled and removed DIY 
pieces of equipment from the 
skate park for safety reasons,” 
Harvey-Halseth said in an 
email Sept. 9.

“Our concrete blocks from 
Rockbridge recycling were 
pushed around by machine 
rather than picked up and 
moved, in turn grinding the 
bottoms down on our already 
challenged surface. We are a 
ghost town again,” a post on 
the Coalition’s Facebook page 
said Sept. 8.

The coalition poured a small 
concrete ramp at the park on 
Sept. 6, just two days before 
public works employees re-
moved the park’s wooden 
pieces.

“The forms on the new con-
crete ramp will come off one 
day earlier to restore some 
sense of dignity to the people 
who use this park as fast as pos-
sible,” the Facebook post Sept. 
8 said. “Skate on.”

Park users had long been 
under the impression that do-
it-yourself blocks and ramps 
were acceptable. But Halasz 
said that’s not the case.

“Obviously, there is a level of 
liability associated with skate-
boarding that the city does ac-
cept. However, we cannot allow 
citizens or volunteers to place 
equipment, play structures, etc. 
in the skate park or any other 
park without supervision and 
approval,” Halasz said in an 
email Sept. 9. “We would not 
put out home-made swing sets 
or teeter-totters without being 
sure they are safe. This is first, 
a common-sense safety issue, 
and second, an avoidable liabil-
ity and financial issue.”

-   -   -
Halasz said that those who 

believe that City Council and 
city staff do not hear their pleas 
for improved skate park condi-
tions are wrong. 

“It’s not a question of not lis-
tening. It’s a question of help 
us understand how important 
this is and who it’s important 
to, because it’s part of our jobs 
to hear from the community. I 
love to hear from the commu-
nity, and I know City Council 
feels the same way. But I can’t 
meet all the needs, all the de-
sires,” Halasz said in an inter-
view Aug. 17. “It’s up to the 
public to help on these things. 
Those who are advocating, 
that’s, I think, what the defini-
tion of advocating means. Let 
us know.”

Halasz said Sept. 16 that the 
coalition has prepared a list of 

65 names and addresses of in-
dividuals who are interested in 
using the Lexington skate park.

But Branham, who skated in 
Lexington in the early 2000s, 
during the park’s “hay day,” 
said interest in skating in 
the Rockbridge area is much 
broader than that.

“I’ve watched generations 
and generations of skaters come 
and go. And the one thing about 
it is, most of us are all friends. 
We still respect each other, we 
still know each other. It’s kind 
of our own little network, and 
it’s bigger than anybody thinks 
it is,” Branham said. “To us, 
this is the coolest thing in the 
world, in the universe. And for 
anybody that has that coolest 
thing in the universe to them, 
just replace your passion with 
this, and it’s equal. It’s the 
same. And in this time when 
many groups of people world-
wide are demanding recogni-
tion, I don’t think we have any 
reason to be shy about asking 
for that.”

Skateboarding

LOCAL SKATE park advocate Lance Branham sports a 
Greater Rockbridge County Skateboarder Coalition sticker on 
his helmet. The stickers are being sold to raise funds for skate 
park improvements. (Emma Coleman photo)

WES RYAN, a sophomore at Rockbridge County High School, performs a trick on a metal ramp 
at the Lexington skate park one hot Saturday afternoon. (Emma Coleman photo)

LOCAL YOUTHS skate at the park adjacent to the city swimming pool in late August, before 
wooden pieces of equipment were removed from the space for safety reasons on Sept. 8. 
(Emma Coleman photo)



The News-Gazette
ISSN 2641-2888                                        WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2021                 Single Copy Price $1.50              VOL. 218, NO. 45

REMEMBERING OUR VETERANS

‘A Sense Of Pride’
In Delivering Mail

Williams  New 
Glasgow Mayor
By Ed Smith

While Virginia went from blue to red in 
its statewide races last week, the Rock-
bridge area voters stayed with the status 
quo in local elections, choosing to retain 
incumbents who faced challengers.

In the only local race that didn’t have 
anyone on the ballot, Paul Williams, a 
retired Rockbridge County High School 
teacher and coach, was elected mayor of 
Glasgow. He received 31 write-in votes 
to former Mayor Ruby Ogden Clark’s 28. 
A total of 125 write-in votes were cast in 
this election. The current mayor, Shane 
Watts, chose not to seek reelection.

Williams confirmed Tuesday that he has 
agreed to serve as Glasgow mayor. He is 
to take office in January to begin serving 
a two-year term.

Changes coming to three mag-
isterial districts following cen-
sus. See page B10.

A 1976 graduate of Natural Bridge High 
School and veteran of the U.S. Air Force, 
Williams graduated from Roanoke Col-
lege in 1990. He taught history in the 
Rockbridge County schools and coached 
various sports for 30 years before retiring 
last year.

See Elections, page B10

New Visions For Spotswood 

Cadets Also
Joining In
Improvements
By Emma Coleman

The Halloween Skate 
Jam hosted by the Greater 
Rockbridge County Skate-
boarder Coalition at Lex-
ington’s skate park on Oct. 
31 was a hit.

“We had no clue that it 
was going to be such an in-
credible event,” said Mary 
Harvey-Halseth, a former 
Lexington City Council 
member and current coali-
tion member.

One skater made the trip 
from Lynchburg to Lex-
ington to attend the Hal-
loween-themed fundraising 
event. The skateboarder 
coalition’s founder, Lance 
Branham, said the group’s 
Facebook page is starting 
to receive more widespread 
attention.

“We’ve probably picked 
up 20 or so new page likes 
or so in the past week or 
so because of the event, so 
we’re just starting to get 
some word of mouth out 
there.”

The jam raised $1,770 in 
skate park improvement 
funds. Most of it was raised 
with a 50/50 raffle.

“In just barely over a 
week, we reached $1,450 
with the raffle, total, and 
split it. Seven hundred and 
twenty-five dollars went to 
one lucky winner, and $725 
went to us,” Branham said. 

Another $908 was raised 
by way of simple donations 
to the coalition the day of 
the event, and $125 was 
raised through skate com-
petition registration fees.

“We added 12 extra dol-
lars to our sticker fund, 
which takes us to $310 on 
stickers,” Branham said. 

See Skate, page 2

City Playground Ready For Fun
Multi-year
Park Project
Completed
By Emma Coleman

Lexington city officials and 
staff members were joined 
by EarthSong Community 
School students and teach-
ers at Richardson Park last 
Thursday morning for the 
renovated playground’s rib-
bon-cutting ceremony.

Mayor Frank Friedman said 
the new playground equip-
ment was paid for with money 
from the city’s equipment 
replacement fund. The reno-
vation is one of many parks 
projects incorporated into 
Lexington’s Capital Improve-
ments Plan.

“It’s been on the books for 
a few years,” Friedman said.

“Like many of our parks, 
appurtenances are starting 
to show a little age,” Public 

Works Director Jeff Martone 
said in an email last week. 
“Starting three years ago, 
Public Works targeted im-
provements to Richardson 

Park. First the new swing 
set, with ADA accessible 
swing and associated walks, 
last year a new pavilion area 

and walks, and now the 2- to 
5-year-old play equipment.”

Martone said the combined 
renovations were projected to 
cost approximately $33,000.

Retired 
Postmaster
Reflects 
On Career
By Bronson Winslow

“It’s been a good career. I made 
the right choice. If I could do it 
again, I would,” said recently 
retired Buena Vista postmaster 
Barry Fitzgerald.

After 39 years of federal ser-
vice – all but four of those with 
the U.S. Postal Service - Fitzger-
ald received a service award for 
his “dedication and hard work” 

See Postmaster, page 7

See Our Special Tribute On Page B14

City Receives
Four Proposals
By Emma Coleman

The second round of devel-
opment proposals for the city-
owned property on Spotswood 
Drive in Lexington is in. Four 
proposals were presented to 

City Manager Jim Halasz by the 
city’s Nov. 1 deadline. Three 
of those proposals came from 
the Spotswood Collaborative, a 
group of local architects, land-
scapers, engineers and develop-
ers. 

The group includes Max 
Ivankov of MaxMark Homes, 
LLC, Arthur Bartenstein of ABL 
Landscape Architecture, Heidi 

Schweizer and Bruce Schweizer 
of Schweizer Associates, Perkins 
& Orrison, Inc., Lee Merrill, and 
Ben Grigsby.

“They took the full gamut range 
of single-family housing to town-
houses to apartments, and they 
have a proposal under each cat-
egory,” Halasz said at City Coun-
cil’s regular meeting last week.

The fourth proposal was pre-
sented by Edward Gaskin, presi-
dent of Echelon Resources, Inc.

In January, Gaskin presented 
Council with an unsolicited pro-
posal for a multi-family housing 
development for the 3.254-acre 
portion of the property on the 
south side of Spotswood Drive. 
That presentation kick started 

See Spotswood, page A8

LEXINGTON Vice Mayor Marylin Alexander cuts the ribbon under the pavilion at Rich-
ardson Park to celebrate the completion of the new park playground Thursday. She was 
joined by Mayor Frank Friedman, Lexington-Rockbridge County Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Tracy E. Lyons, Lexington City Council Member Chuck Smith, Earth-
Song Community School students and teachers and other local officials. (Emma Coleman 
photo)

Skate Park Event
Keeps Effort Rolling

BARRY FITZGERALD, who retired last month as Buena Vista postmaster, looks over one of the small pack-
ages the post office received on his last day. (Bronson Winslow photo)

Incumbents 
Victorious
In Local
Elections
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Spotswood
continued from page 1

widespread community discussion about the lot’s development.
Before the city-owned property was subdivided in Septem-

ber, it included the land on which the Piovano building sits. 
The building serves as the Rockbridge Area Relief Association 
(RARA) headquarters and the site for The Community Table 
meals and the voting precinct for the city of Lexington.

With the property subdivided and the Piovano building sold 
to RARA, 2.365 acres are still available for potential develop-
ment. But Halasz said he doesn’t expect to make any recom-
mendations to Council regarding the proposals from Echelon 
and the Spotswood Collaborative until 2022.

“The proposals will be reviewed by the planning staff, fi-
nance director and myself, and I’m anticipating that I’ll have 
something to you, a recommendation, in January,” Halasz said. 
“We have a system that we used last time around. We’ll prob-
ably just plug those things into it and look at the differences 
that emerge, and then recommend to you what proposal seems 
best for the city.”

-   -   -
The first development plan presented by the collaborative 

features the construction of a “condominium style multi-fam-
ily community consisting of 48 condominium dwellings with 
parking accommodations for up to two vehicles per unit,” ac-
cording to the proposal.

The collaborative is offering to purchase the property for the 
condo project for $450,000. The collaborative projects that, of 
its three proposals, this one “has highest net tax benefit for 
the city and highest probability of generating other associated 
property and use taxes from projects’ owners and residents.”

The condo project would take 48 months to complete, from 
Council’s acceptance to the end of construction. The finished 
condos would cost between $200,000 and $300,000 on the real 
estate market.

The proposal projects that the residences would generate 
$127,200 in real estate tax revenue annually for the city, but 
that comes with a cost to traffic flow.

“Townhomes, apartment and condos generate seven trips per 
weekday per dwelling unit. This will roughly equal to 336 ad-
ditional trips per day generated by the proposed development 
up and down Spotswood Drive, resulting in roughly 168 ad-
ditional cars per work day at each intersection – Spotswood 
and Houston and Spotswood and Nelson,” according to the 
proposal. “Further breaking down these numbers using linear 
mathematics, we arrive at roughly one additional car at each 
intersection every 9 minutes throughout a given work day.”

-   -   -
The second proposal presented by the collaborative puts less 

stress on the street’s intersections. This proposed development 
features “attached single family community consisting of 20 
townhome style single family dwellings with parking accom-
modations for up to four vehicles per unit,” according to the 
proposal. That means “one additional car at each intersection 
every 21 minutes throughout a given work day.”

The proposed purchase price for the townhouse project is 
$325,000. Like the condo project, it would take 48 months from 
acceptance to the end of construction. But the townhouses 
would cost more to buyers – between $350,000 and $450,000.

The townhouse proposal said the collaborative projects the 
homes would generate “$84,800 in real estate tax revenue an-
nually,” less than the condo project would.

-   -   -
The third proposal presented by the Spotswood Collabora-

tive features the construction of “a single family community 
consisting of 13 single family dwellings with parking accom-
modations for up to four vehicles per unit,” according to the 
proposal. It mimics an “already existing neighborhood in the 
city – the Weatherburn – located on Chamberlain Loop on the 
west side of town.”

The proposed purchase price for the single family project is 
$250,000. The project would be completed in 42 months, less 
time than both the condo and townhouse projects. The proposal 
estimates the finished homes will cost between $450,000 and 
$550,000. 

Of the three collaborative proposals, the single family hous-
ing development will generate the least dollars for the city in 
real estate tax revenue annually – $68,900. But it puts the least 
stress on Spotswood Drive’s intersections – “roughly one ad-
ditional car at each intersection every 22 minutes throughout 
a given work day.”

The collaborative repeats in each of its proposals that its 
“objective remains to work within existing zoning ordinance,” 
which is Residential-Light Commercial (R-LC). But the single 
family housing project will likely need to be developed with a 
Planned Unit Development (PUD) designation.

The new proposal presented by Echelon also says that it 
hopes to maintain the R-LC zoning designation for the prop-
erty as it is developed, but it will need a conditional use permit 

(CUP) in order to complete its 
proposed project.

-   -   -
The Echelon proposal fea-

tures the construction of “a 
mid-rise 3 to 4 story residen-
tial rental unit complex” with 
62 apartments and 1.5 parking 
spaces per dwelling unit.

“These will be ‘loft-style’ 
residences, with the targeted 
client being the area profes-
sional and regional retiree,” 
Gaskin said in his proposal let-
ter to Halasz. “Our design will 
focus primarily on studio and 
one-bedroom units (some with 
offices) to allow for smaller 
or more-affordable units. No 
more than 30 percent of the 
units will be two-bedroom 
units.”

Gaskin said that “the site is 
a challenged property with un-
derground and above-ground 
utility locations that challenge 
its redevelopment.”

But Echelon prides itself 
in bringing new life to properties that have been neglected or 
misused, and it has offered to buy the Spotswood property for 
$350,000.

“We have a long track record of successfully redeveloping 
decommissioned properties. These sites then enjoy a new chap-
ter of relevance to the community and the investments rein-
vigorate the surrounding neighborhoods,” Gaskin said. “Once 
redeveloped, the city will enjoy new taxes, new residents and 
a renewed relevance of the Site. Project financial viability is 
always our priority. We pride ourselves in being able to execute 
projects, not just talk about them.”

Echelon’s proposed development could take up to 49 months 
to complete, from Council’s approval to the end of construc-
tion. But once it is built, “the project will generate on average 
$250,000 in tax revenue to the city each year,” according to the 
proposal.

With 62 new apartment units on Spotswood Drive, the Ech-
elon proposal predicts that during the peak afternoon travel 
hour, the complex will see 27.28 total trips. That’s nearly 30 
additional cars on Spotswood Drive during rush hour.

But the new Echelon proposal maintains that it’s an improve-
ment from the original proposal presented in January.

“Based on feedback from the community listening sessions 
earlier this year, our revised proposal now reduces the unit 
count to 62, lowers the building height, increases the parking 
ratio beyond the zoning requirements, moves the massing of 
the proposed building farther away from Houston Street and 
increases the buffer between the building itself and the Houston 

Street properties to exceed zoning requirements,” according to 
the proposal. “We think these adjustments address the density, 
traffic, massing, height and parking concerns raised earlier this 
year.”

-   -   -

The Spotswood Collaborative maintains that all three of its 
proposals meet goals outlined in Lexington’s Comprehensive 
Plan. It repeats in each proposal that each project “focuses on 
two important needs of the city – new housing inventory cre-
ation and housing availability increase.”

The collaborative also maintains that the proposed develop-
ments “will generate additional downtown foot traffic, provide 
housing for people working in the city, create additional em-
ployment opportunities, increase consumption of goods and 
services generated by local business and overall expand local 
customer base.”

The proposal from Echelon also identifies the opportunity 
to attract employers to the city as a need for housing at the 
Spotswood site.

“Lexington has a housing shortage that is constraining its 
economic potential,” according to the proposal. “Some workers 
recruited to work in Lexington may have to live elsewhere, thus 
denying the city a large portion of the economic benefit that 
otherwise would come from those new residents.”

THIS ARTISTIC rendering of the Spotswood Collaborative’s second development proposal 
features the construction of 20 attached townhomes. Each townhome can accommodate 
four vehicles. That means one additional car at each Spotswood Drive intersection every 21 
minutes throughout a given workday.

THE SPOTSWOOD Collaborative’s third development proposal identifies 13 single family 
homes and a “play lawn” that would be constructed if the proposal is accepted by Lexington 
City Council. The proposed development conceptually mimics the Weatherburn, another 
Lexington neighborhood.

THE FIRST Spotswood development proposal presented by the Spotswood Collaborative, rendered here, features the 
construction of four small apartment buildings that combined feature 48 dwelling units. The plan identifies a mixture of one 
and two bedroom condos and 80 parking spaces.

THE PROPOSAL presented by Echelon Resources, Inc., rendered here, features one large 
apartment building with 62 dwelling units. The building sits adjacent to the Piovano building, 
increasing “the buffer between the building itself and the Houston Street properties.”


