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Janelle Downes has never 
seen anything like it. As the hu-
man resources director for Fau-
quier County government and 
schools, she oversees the hunt to 
¿OO�MRE�YDFDQFLHV��7KH�SUREOHP��
2QH�KXQGUHG�VL[W\�RQH�SHRSOH�KDYH�OHIW�WKHLU�
FRXQW\�JRYHUQPHQW�MREV�VLQFH�WKH�SDQGHPLF�
took hold in March 2020. In the schools divi-
VLRQ������SHRSOH�OHIW�LQ�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�SHULRG��

“Currently I have 37 county vacancies 
and 76 schools vacancies,” said Downes.

6HSDUDWLRQV� DUH� UXQQLQJ�
DERXW� ���� KLJKHU� LQ� JRYHUQ-
PHQW� WKDQ� LQ� SDVW� \HDUV� DQG�
���� KLJKHU� LQ� WKH� VFKRROV��
7KDW� PD\� QRW� VRXQG� VLJQL¿-
FDQW��EXW�)DXTXLHU�IDFHV�D�YHU\��
YHU\� WLJKW� MRE� PDUNHW�� ³6LQFH�
$SULO� RI� WKLV� \HDU��ZH¶YH� VHHQ�

D�KXJH�GHFOLQH�>LQ�MRE�VHHNHUV@��,�PHDQ��LW¶V�
not rare to come off a weekend and have 
HLJKW� DSSOLFDWLRQV� IRU� DOO� WKH� MREV�ZH�KDYH�
RSHQ�́ �'RZQHV�VDLG�
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As Fauquier competes with other counties and the private 
VHFWRU�IRU�HPSOR\HHV��UHFUXLWHUV�VWUXJJOH�WR�¿OO�YDFDQFLHV

They call it the Great Resignation. Up and down the Main Streets of America, “help 
wanted” signs dot storefront windows, and restaurants close early because they don’t have 
GPQWIJ�UVCHH��9QTMGTU�CTG�JCTF�VQ�ƂPF�

Government is suffering, too. Though the vacancies may not be so obvious, the effects on public 
service can be serious. The Fauquier Times, in an occasional series, is talking a look at how Fauquier 
is coping with the new rash of vacancies. There is bad news, not-so-bad news, and some surprises. 

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL
Latham Penn handles litter control at the Fauquier County 
NCPFƂNN��&KTGEVQT�QH�'PXKTQPOGPVCN�5GTXKEGU�/KEJCGN�-TGUUG�
UC[U�KVoU�C�PGXGT�GPFKPI�LQD�

URGENTLY!

See RESIGNATION,�SDJH��

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL

THE THRILL OF VICTORY
.KDGTV[oU�0QCJ�%JKPCWNV�GZCNVU�CHVGT�'CINGU�GFIGF�EQWPV[�TKXCN�(CWSWKGT����
20 Friday in Bealeton. STORIES, PHOTOS, PAGES 22, 26,27

By Aimee O’Grady
sPecial to the Fauquier times

7KH�\HDU�ZDV�������5LFN�.RHKQ-
ke was executing his ninth Air 
Force mission to take down the Paul 
'RXPHU�EULGJH�LQ�+DQRL��WKH�FDSLWDO�
of Vietnam, which would off a ma-
MRU� URXWH� IRU� FRPPXQLVW� WURRSV� DQG�
VXSSOLHV�
+H� UHPHPEHUHG�� ³:H� ZHUH� VHQW�

LQWR� WKH� ULQJ� DURXQG� +DQRL�� 7KHUH�
ZHUH� ��� DLUFUDIW�� ,� ZDV� WKLUG�� $I-
ter attacking the AAA [antiaircraft 
JXQV@�VLWHV�DW� WKH�HQG�RI� WKH�EULGJH��
,�ZDV�À\LQJ�DW�����NQRWV��������IHHW�
off the ground with antiaircraft mis-
VLOHV� VKRRWLQJ� DW� XV��$QG� DOO� ,� NHSW�
WKLQNLQJ� ZDV�� µ7KHLU� DLP� LV� RII�¶�

2*161�$;�,7&�/%%4'*+0�2*161)4#2*;�

%QN��4KEJCTF�-QGJPMGoU�RQTVTCKV�KU�
QP�FKURNC[�YKVJ�VJG�*GTQoU�$TKFIG�
)WCTFKCPU�QH�(TGGFQO�GZJKDKV�CV�
(CWSWKGT�*GCNVJ��6JG�FKURNC[�HGCVWTGU�
CIKPI�XGVGTCPU�HTQO�VJTGG�EQWPVKGU��
#�UGEQPF�UGV�QH�RQTVTCKVU�KU�FKURNC[GF�
CV�6JG�$TKFIG�%QOOWPKV[�%JWTEJ��
*GTQoU�$TKFIG�YGNEQOGU�XQNWPVGGTU�VQ�
UKV�HQT�HWVWTG�RQTVTCKVU�

Retired Air Force Col. Richard 
Koehnke recalls Vietnam War exploits

See KOEHNKE,�SDJH���

VETERANS DAY SPOTLIGHT

‘Skeeter,’ 
owner of New 

Baltimore tack 
shop, has died.

See page 33.

SPORTS: Field 
hockey, cross 
country, football 
coverage.
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7KH\�OHDYH�IRU�DOO�VRUWV�RI�UHDVRQV��
EXW�EHWWHU�MREV��UHWLUHPHQW�DQG�UHOR-
FDWLRQV� OHDG� WKH� OLVW�� 7KH� WLJKW� MRE�
PDUNHW� RIIHUV� QHZ� RSSRUWXQLWLHV��
%DE\�ERRPHUV�ZKR�DSSURDFK�UHWLUH-
ment decide they like staying home. 
3HRSOH�GLVFRYHU�WKH\�FDQ�PRYH�DZD\�
DQG� WHOHZRUN�� 7KH\� DUH� FKDQJLQJ�
SURIHVVLRQV��³7KLV�LV�WKH�WLPH�ZKHUH�
WKH\¶YH�KDG�HQRXJK� WLPH� WR� UHWKLQN�
WKHLU�HPSOR\PHQW��$QG�WKH\�DUH�WU\-
ing other things,” Downes said. 
7KH Times surveyed six county 

GHSDUWPHQWV� DQG� WKH� VFKRROV� GLYL-
VLRQ�DQG�IRXQG�PRUH�VXUSULVHV�
�� 6RPH�GHSDUWPHQWV��VXFK�DV�6RFLDO�
6HUYLFHV��ZHUH� KLW�ZLWK� D� GRXEOH�
ZKDPP\�� :KLOH� WKH� VWUHVVHV� RI�
WKH�SDQGHPLF�LQFUHDVHG�GRPHVWLF�
and economic strife – and there-
fore their workload -- some key 
HPSOR\HHV�GHSDUWHG��PDNLQJ�WKHLU�
MREV�HYHU�KDUGHU��

• In the school district, some cited 
the stress of work as a reason for 
OHDYLQJ��%XW�WKHLU�GHSDUWXUHV�RQO\�
create more stress, as colleagues 
KDYH� WR� WDNH� XS� WKHLU� ZRUNORDGV�
���SRWHQWLDOO\�OHDGLQJ�WR�PRUH�GH-
SDUWXUHV�

• One small agency, the John Mar-
VKDOO�6RLO�DQG�:DWHU�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�
'LVWULFW�� ZKLFK� UXQV� SURJUDPV� WR�
FOHDQ� XS� ORFDO� VWUHDPV�� ORVW� KDOI�
RI� LWV� ZRUNIRUFH� LQ� ��������� ,W�
VWRSSHG�PRQLWRULQJ�VWUHDP�TXDOLW\�
IRU�PRQWKV�DQG�JDYH�XS�D�JUDQW�GH-
VLJQHG�WR�LPSURYH�ZDWHU�TXDOLW\���

�� 6RPH� GHSDUWPHQWV� FLWHG� VXS-
SO\�FKDLQ� VORZGRZQV� RU� GLVUXS-
WLRQV� DV� DQ� HYHQ� ELJJHU� SUREOHP�
than vacancies.

�� 7KH� YDFDQFLHV� KLW� GHSDUWPHQWV�
differently. Some have felt serious 
SDLQ��%XW�RWKHUV�KDYH�PDQDJHG�WR�
FRSH� ZHOO� RU� KDYH� EHHQ� DIIHFWHG�
hardly at all. 

Fauquier County Public Schools
,Q�WKH�FRXQW\¶V�VFKRROV��OHVV�WKDQ�

��� RI� WKH� GLYLVLRQ¶V� ������ MREV� DUH�
YDFDQW��EXW�WKH�YDFDQFLHV�IDOO�LQ�FULW-
LFDO� DUHDV�� EXV� GULYHUV�� FXVWRGLDQV��
nutrition workers and teachers. In 
6HSWHPEHU�� DV� WKH� VFKRRO� \HDU� JRW�
XQGHUZD\�� VXSHULQWHQGHQW� 'DYLG�
Jeck said the district was short 20 
EXV� GULYHUV�� %HFDXVH� RI� WKLV�� VRPH�
GULYHUV� ZHUH� PDNLQJ� GRXEOH� UXQV��
and students in the second run were 
DUULYLQJ�ODWH�WR�VFKRRO��7HDFKHUV�KDG�
WR�VWD\�DW�VFKRRO�ODWHU�EHFDXVH�VRPH�
children had to wait at school for the 
VHFRQG�UXQ�WR�EULQJ�WKHP�KRPH�
7KH�VFKRRO�ERDUG�RQ�2FW�����UDLVHG�

GULYHU�VDODULHV�IURP��������WR�����DQ�
KRXU��KLNHG�EXV�DLGHV�WR�����DQ�KRXU�
DQG�DJUHHG�WR�SD\�EXV�GULYHUV�DQ�DG-
GLWLRQDO�����SHU�GD\�DWWHQGDQFH�ERQXV�
WR�¿JKW� DEVHQWHHLVP��7KH�PRYH�ZDV�
QHFHVVDU\��WKH�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�VDLG��WR�
PDNH�)DXTXLHU�PRUH�FRPSHWLWLYH�ZLWK�
RWKHU� 1RUWKHUQ� 9LUJLQLD� GLVWULFWV��
ZKLFK�DUH�DOVR�VKRUW�RI�EXV�GULYHUV��It 
was estimated the raises would cost 
the school district $600,000 a year. A 
GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�UDLVLQJ�FXVWRGLDQV¶�SD\�
is underway. 
+XPDQ� UHVRXUFHV� GDWD� VKRZV� ���

WHDFKHU� YDFDQFLHV�� ��� LQ� HOHPHQWD-
ry schools. Some of the slots were 
¿OOHG�ZLWK�VXEVWLWXWHV��-HFN�VDLG��EXW�

others have caused other teachers to 
take on larger classrooms. “Instead 
of four third grades, we have three, 
so those classes all have more kids,” 
KH� VDLG� DV� DQ� H[DPSOH�� ,Q� WKH� KLJK�
VFKRROV��KH�VDLG�� WKH�GLVWULFW� LV�SD\-
ing teachers to teach an extra class.

Meanwhile, as the school year 
started, a team of custodians had to 
TXDUDQWLQH�GXH�WR�SRVLWLYH�&29,'����
WHVWV�� �7KH\� DUH� EDFN� QRZ��� � ,Q� DQ-
RWKHU�HIIHFW�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF��VFKRRO�
PHQX� FKRLFHV� KDYH� EHHQ� UHGXFHG�
GXH� WR� VXSSO\� FKDLQ� VKRUWDJHV�� VDLG�
VFKRROV� 3XEOLF� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� 2I¿FHU�
7DUD�+HONRZVNL��
Social Services
/LNH�WKH�FRXQW\¶V�VFKRROV��WKH�'H-

SDUWPHQW�RI�6RFLDO�6HUYLFHV¶����HP-
SOR\HHV�ZRUN�GLUHFWO\�ZLWK�WKH�SXE-
OLF��:KHQ�FULVHV�GHYHORS�� OLNH�FKLOG�
RU�HOGHU�DEXVH��VRFLDO�VHUYLFHV�KDV�WR�
UHVSRQG��0RUH�WKDQ�WZR�GR]HQ�RI�LWV�
HPSOR\HHV�DUH�³GLUHFW�FRQWDFW�ZRUN-
ers” who deal face-to-face with the 
SXEOLF�� VDLG� VRFLDO� VHUYLFHV� GLUHFWRU�
Shel Douglas. 
'XULQJ�WKH�SDQGHPLF��QRW�RQO\�GLG�

WKH\�ORVH�HPSOR\HHV��EXW�WKHLU�ZRUN-
ORDG� VSLNHG� XSZDUG�� 0RUH� SHRSOH�
QHHGHG� SXEOLF� DVVLVWDQFH�� DQG� WKHUH�
was a dramatic increase in calls for 
DGXOW� SURWHFWLYH� VHUYLFHV�� $V� WKH\�
WULHG�WR�¿OO�WKHLU�YDFDQFLHV��WKH\�KDG�
WR�VFUDPEOH�WR�VHUYH�WKH�SXEOLF���
:KLOH� WKH� GHSDUWPHQW� KDV� RQO\�

one active vacancy now, until re-
FHQWO\�LW�KDG�IRXU�PRUH��$W�RQH�SRLQW��
two of its vacancies were the two key 
LQWDNH�SHRSOH�IRU�EHQH¿WV�DSSOLFDQWV��
VR�D�SURJUDP�PDQDJHU�DQG�RWKHU�HP-
SOR\HHV� ¿OOHG� LQ�� 7KDW� ZRUNHG� IRU�
WKHLU�FOLHQWV��'RXJODV�VDLG��EXW�LW�SXW�
an added workload on the remaining 
HPSOR\HHV��
³6R�� WKDW¶V� WKH� UHDO� FKDOOHQJH��

PDNLQJ�VXUH�\RX�GRQ¶W�EXUQ�RXW�WKH�
SHRSOH� ZKR� GR� VWD\� XQWLO� \RX� FDQ�
get the recruitment done and get 
VRPHERG\� LQ�́ � 'RXJODV� VDLG�� ³$O-
WKRXJK�ZH�MXVW�KDYH�WKH�RQH�YDFDQ-
F\�QRZ��ZH¶YH�KDG�VHYHUDO�YDFDQFLHV�
throughout the last year. So I feel 
OLNH� ,¶YH� EHHQ� WKURXJK� FRQVWDQW� UH-
cruitment.” 
JMSWCD

So does Melissa Allen, manager 
RI� WKH� -RKQ�0DUVKDOO� 6RLO� DQG�:D-
WHU� &RQVHUYDWLRQ� 'LVWULFW�� +HU� WLQ\�
DJHQF\�� VORWWHG� IRU� VL[� HPSOR\HHV�

including herself, runs conservation 
SURJUDPV� DQG� SURMHFWV� WR� FOHDQ� XS�
WKH�FRXQW\¶V�VWUHDPV��%\�ODVW�-XO\��LW�
KDG�JLYHQ�������PLOOLRQ�WR�)DXTXLHU�
IDUPHUV�WR�KHOS�SD\�IRU�SROOXWLRQ�UH-
GXFWLRQ�SURMHFWV�
7KLV�SDVW�\HDU�� WKH�DJHQF\� IRXQG�

LWVHOI� LQ� D�PDQSRZHU� FULVLV��$� FRQ-
VHUYDWLRQ� VSHFLDOLVW� OHIW� LQ� 2FWREHU�
������ WKH� GLVWULFW� PDQDJHU� OHIW� LQ�
0DUFK������DQG� WKH�HGXFDWLRQ� VSH-
FLDOLVW� OHIW� LQ�$SULO�� 7KDW¶V� KDOI� WKH�
VWDII��$OOHQ�EHFDPH�DFWLQJ�PDQDJHU��
HYHQ� WKRXJK� VKH� H[SHFWHG� WR� JR� RQ�
maternity leave in the fall.
:KHQ� LW� ORVW� LWV� VSHFLDOLVW� ZKR�

KDG� EHHQ�PRQLWRULQJ� WKH� TXDOLW\� RI�
VWUHDPV��WKH�DJHQF\�KDG�WR�VWRS�GR-
LQJ�WKDW�IRU�PRQWKV��7KH�WKHQ�GLUHF-
WRU�WXUQHG�GRZQ�D�JUDQW�WR�LPSURYH�
*RRVH�&UHHN�EHFDXVH�WKH�DJHQF\�GLG�
QRW� KDYH� HQRXJK� PDQSRZHU� WR� DG-
minister it. Some of its work in small 
FRQVHUYDWLRQ� SURMHFWV�ZDV� WDNHQ� XS�
E\�WKH�)ULHQGV�RI�WKH�5DSSDKDQQRFN��
D�)UHGHULFNVEXUJ�EDVHG�QRQ�SUR¿W��
)LOOLQJ� WKH� SRVLWLRQV� WRRN� VRPH�

WLPH�� EXW� QRZ�� VDLG�$OOHQ�� WKH\� DUH�
EDFN� RQ� WUDFN�� 7KH\� UH�DSSOLHG� IRU�
WKH�*RRVH�&UHHN�JUDQW�WKH\�ORVW��5H-
quests are coming in from schools 
for conservation education, and they 
are monitoring water quality again. 

And Allen is thankful for how 
WKHLU� QHZ� KLUHV� WXUQHG� RXW�� ³3HRSOH�
FDQ�ORRN�JRRG�RQ�SDSHU�>EXW�\RX�GRQ¶W�
NQRZ@� XQWLO� \RX� JHW� WKHP� LQ� WKH� RI-
¿FH�DQG�\RX�VHH�KRZ�WKH�SHUVRQDOLWLHV�
are going to work out. I think when it 
GRHV�ZRUN�RXW�LW¶V�MXVW�D�KXJH�VHQVH�RI�
UHOLHI�DQG�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�́ �VKH�VDLG�
Community Development
7KLQJV�DUH�PRYLQJ�VORZHU� LQ� WKH�

FRPPXQLW\� GHYHORSPHQW� GHSDUW-
PHQW��KRZHYHU��ZKLFK�KDV�\HW�WR�¿OO�
IRXU� YDFDQFLHV�� 7KH� GHSDUWPHQW� LV�
VKRUW�WZR�SODQQHUV�DQG�WZR�SODQV�UH-
YLHZHUV��SRVLWLRQV�FULWLFDO�IRU�WKH�DS-
SURYDO� RI� GHYHORSPHQW� DSSOLFDWLRQV��
7KH� SODQQHU� MREV¶� SD\� UDQJHV� IURP�
DERXW���������WR���������DQQXDOO\�
³:LWK�WKH�YDFDQFLHV��VRPH�DSSOL-

FDWLRQ� W\SHV� DUH� WDNLQJ� ORQJHU� IRU�
UHYLHZ��$V� \RX� FDQ� LPDJLQH�� EHLQJ�
VKRUW�VWDIIHG� SODFHV� EXUGHQ� RQ� WKH�
HPSOR\HHV� ZH� GR� KDYH� DV� WKH\� DUH�
SLFNLQJ�XS�WKH�H[WUD�ZRUNORDG�́ �VDLG�
GHSDUWPHQW�GLUHFWRU�+ROO\�0HDGH�LQ�
an email.

Public schools job fair
What:�,QD�HCKTU�
Who: 5EJQQN�PWVTKVKQP�UVCHH��
UWDUVKVWVG�VGCEJGTU��UWDUVKVWVG�
KPUVTWEVKQPCN�CUUKUVCPVU��DWU�FTKXGTU�
CPF�DWU�CKFGU
When:�0QX�����CPF�������VQ���R�O�
Where:�(CWSWKGT�*KIJ�5EJQQN

What: &TKXG�C�DWU�GXGPV
Who: 2TQURGEVKXG�DWU�FTKXGTU�CPF�
DWU�CKFGU
When:�0QX��������C�O��VQ�PQQP
Where: .KDGTV[�*KIJ�5EJQQN

$V�)DXTXLHU�FRPSHWHV�ZLWK�RWKHU�FRXQWLHV�
DQG�WKH�SULYDWH�VHFWRU�IRU�HPSOR\HHV��
UHFUXLWHUV�VWUXJJOH�WR�¿OO�YDFDQFLHV

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL
$TCF�$NCFGP�TWPU�C�&��DWNNFQ\GT�CV�VJG�(CWSWKGT�%QWPV[�NCPFƂNN��6JG�EQWPV[oU�
&GRCTVOGPV�QH�'PXKTQPOGPVCN�5GTXKEGU�JCU�PKPG�QRGPKPIU�COQPI�C�HWNN�VKOG�
UVCHH�QH�����

2*161�$;�/#74''0�%#&.'
-CVKG�$WVNGT��PWVTKVKQP�UGTXKEGU�YQTMGT�CV�-GVVNG�4WP�*KIJ�5EJQQN��RTGRCTGU�
NWPEJ�HQT�UVWFGPVU��0KPG�QRGPKPIU�KP�VJG�PWVTKVKQP�FGRCTVOGPV�CTG�EWTTGPVN[�
NKUVGF�QP�VJG�UEJQQNUo�YGDUKVG�

RESIGNATION,�IURP�SDJH��

See RESIGNATION,�SDJH��
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HUNTER’S HEAD HUNTER’S HEAD TAVERNTAVERN
THE PIEDMONT’S ONLY FARM-OWNED GASTROPUBTHE PIEDMONT’S ONLY FARM-OWNED GASTROPUB

EST. 2001EST. 2001

Ayrshire Farm® 
Pork Pot Roast

Hours: Hours: 
11:30am – 9:30pm11:30am – 9:30pm
7 days a week 7 days a week 
info@huntersheadtavern.cominfo@huntersheadtavern.com

Make your Reservations Today!Make your Reservations Today!
(540)-592-9020  (540)-592-9020  

9048 John S. Mosby Hwy. 9048 John S. Mosby Hwy. 
Upperville, VA 20184Upperville, VA 20184

Fall for Farm-to-Fork.Fall for Farm-to-Fork.
ee

www.HuntersHeadTavern.com/orderonlinewww.HuntersHeadTavern.com/orderonline

We Are Our Brothers’ Keepers
November 14, 2021 3PM-5PM

Details
1 John 3: 16-18 (NIV)

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.   
______________________________________

As keepers of one another, we invite you to join a community conversation to better see and 
understand the face of poverty in our midst.  We will hear from brothers and sisters who are 
dealing with the effects of poverty, including those who have found support and are working 
WKHLU�ZD\�WR�ƓQDQFLDO�VWDELOLW\�Ŋ�DV�ZHOO�DV�(G�-RQHV��DXWKRU�RI�Poverty in Fauquier County. 

This is an opportunity for the community to be educated, share our stories, and lend our voices 
to the possible solutions God may lead us to discover together in ending systemic poverty in 
our community.  We will also enjoy worship and praise music.

We are grateful to Virginia National Bank for sponsoring this community event. 
$�IUHHZLOO�RIIHULQJ�ZLOO�EH�FROOHFWHG�WR�EHQHƓW�&RPPXQLW\�7RXFK��WKH�'RPHVWLF�9LROHQFH�	�6H[-
XDO�$VVDXOW�$GYRFDF\�3URJUDP��DQG�$GXOW�3URWHFWLYH�6HUYLFHV�DW�)DXTXLHU�&RXQW\�6RFLDO�6HUYLFHV�
We will adhere to CDC Guidelines for masking.

Location: John Barton Payne Building, Warrenton. 
Hosts: �)LUVW�%DSWLVW�&KXUFK��3RSODU�)RUNV�%DSWLVW�&KXUFK��7UXH�'HOLYHUDQFH�&KXUFK�RI�*RG�
Ministries, Warrenton United Methodist Church. Parking will be available in the Virginia 
National Bank lot.
For people who would prefer to participate via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83181725175

³,� ZLOO� WHOO� \RX�� ZH¶UH� GH¿QLWHO\�
VKRUW�VWDIIHG� LQ� +ROO\¶V� GLYLVLRQ�� ,�
know a lot of them are doing multi-
SOH�MREV�́ �VDLG�'RZQHV�

Meade cited a variety of reasons 
IRU� WKH� GHSDUWXUHV�� LQFOXGLQJ� SHR-
SOH�ZKR� IRXQG� MREV�FORVHU� WR�KRPH��
PRYHG� WR� WKH� SULYDWH� VHFWRU� RU� RE-
WDLQHG� KLJKHU� VDODULHV�� ³,W� KDV� EHHQ�
H[WUHPHO\�GLI¿FXOW�¿QGLQJ�TXDOL¿HG�
SHRSOH� WKDW� DUH� D� JRRG� ¿W�ZLWK� RXU�
team,” she said.
Commissioner of the Revenue
2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��(ULF�0D\EDFK��

WKH� FRXQW\¶V� FRPPLVVLRQHU� RI� WKH�
UHYHQXH�� LV� LQ� JRRG� VKDSH�� +H� KDV�
RQO\� RQH� RSHQLQJ�� FUHDWHG� ZKHQ� D�
GHSXW\�FRPPLVVLRQHU�GHFLGHG�WR�JR�
EDFN�WR�VFKRRO��7KH�YDFDQF\�LV�IRU�D�
skilled clerical worker dealing with 
RI¿FH� DQG� WD[� PDWWHUV�� ,W� SD\V� EH-
WZHHQ��������WR��������SHU�KRXU��
³,�KDYH�DERXW����DSSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�

WKH�MRE�́ �KH�VDLG��
Environmental Services and 
General Services
0LFKDHO� .UHVVH� LV� WKH� GLUHFWRU�

ERWK� RI� JHQHUDO� VHUYLFHV� DQG� HQ-
vironmental services, overseeing 
EXLOGLQJV�DQG�JURXQGV��WKH�FRXQW\¶V�
ÀHHW�DQG�WKH�ODQG¿OO�DQG�WUDVK�VLWHV��
7KH� WZR� GHSDUWPHQWV� HPSOR\� ����
IXOO�WLPH� SHRSOH�� DV� RI� ODVW� ZHHN��
WKH\�KDG�QLQH�RSHQLQJV��
³'XULQJ� WKH� KHLJKW� RI� WKH� SDQ-

GHPLF�� LW� ZDV� GLI¿FXOW� WR� ¿OO� RSHQ�
SRVLWLRQV�́ �KH�VDLG��³%XW� LW�GH¿QLWH-
O\� VHHPV� WR� EH� SLFNLQJ� XS� DJDLQ�́ �
KH� VDLG�� +H� VDLG� KLV� GHSDUWPHQWV�
SURPRWH�D�ORW�IURP�ZLWKLQ�DQG�IURP�
WHPSRUDU\� WR� SHUPDQHQW� SRVLWLRQV��
ZKLFK�KHOSV�
7KDW� VDLG�� ¿QGLQJ� HPSOR\HHV� LQ�

WKH� VNLOOHG� WUDGHV� LV� DOZD\V� D�SURE-
OHP�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�9LUJLQLD��DV�WKH�DS-
SOLFDQW�SRRO� LV� VPDOO��$�VROLG�ZDVWH�
PDQDJHPHQW� RSHUDWRU¶V� MRE�� ZKLFK�
LV�RSHQ�QRZ��UHTXLUHV�D�FRPPHUFLDO�
WUXFN� GULYHU¶V� OLFHQVH�� VRPHWKLQJ�
WKDW�.UHVVH�VDLG�FDQ�EH�LQ�VKRUW�VXS-
SO\��2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� KH� LV� ORRN-
LQJ�IRUZDUG�WR�¿OOLQJ�D�PDLQWHQDQFH�

VXSHUYLVRU�MRE�VRRQ��,WV�SD\�UDQJH�LV�
��������WR����������³:H�KDG�GR]HQV�
RI�DSSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�WKDW�́ �KH�VDLG��
.UHVVH¶V�GHSDUWPHQWV�GLG�QRW�ORVH�

SHRSOH�ZKR�GHFLGHG�WKH\�OLNHG�ZRUN-
ing at home and did not want to come 
EDFN�²�KLV�SHRSOH�FDQQRW�ZRUN�IURP�
KRPH��³2XU�DELOLW\�WR�ZRUN�UHPRWHO\�
is not the same as a traditional, you 
NQRZ��RI¿FH�W\SH�VHWWLQJ��6R�ZH�UH-
DOO\�GLGQ¶W�VHH�WKDW�́ �KH�VDLG��
+LV� ELJJHVW� SUREOHP� WKHVH� GD\V�

LV� QRW� ¿OOLQJ� YDFDQFLHV�� LW¶V� JHWWLQJ�
SDUWV�DQG�QHZ�HTXLSPHQW��³7KH�VXS-
SO\�FKDLQ�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�ELJJHVW�LVVXH��
$� IDU� ELJJHU� LVVXH� WKDQ� PDQSRZHU�
for us,” he said. 
Human Resources
2YHU� LQ� +5�� 'RZQHV� LV� WU\LQJ��

6KH� KROGV� ZHHNO\� MREV� IDLUV�� +HU�
WHDP� FDOOV� EDFN� DSSOLFDQWV� LPPH-
diately and schedules face-to-face 
interviews with those who look 
SURPLVLQJ��7KH\�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�NHHS�
DSSOLFDQWV� GDQJOLQJ� DQG� ORVH� WKHP��
She and her colleagues are trying 
VRFLDO�PHGLD��YLUWXDO�MREV�IDLUV��FRQ-
necting with the community college, 
SKRQLQJ� DSSOLFDQWV� GLUHFWO\�� 7KH\�
are trying to get students from col-
OHJH� SURJUDPV� LQWR� JRYHUQPHQW� LQ-
WHUQVKLSV�

She says the county offers an at-
WUDFWLYH�SDFNDJH�±�FRPSHWLWLYH�SD\��
D� SHQVLRQ� SODQ�� KHDOWK� EHQH¿WV�� LQ-
FOXGLQJ�PHGLFDO�� GHQWDO� DQG� YLVLRQ��
D�ZHOOQHVV� FHQWHU�� DQG� DQG� DQ� LQGL-
YLGXDO� UHWLUHPHQW� SODQ�� 6RPH� GH-
SDUWPHQWV�DOORZ�HPSOR\HHV�WR�ZRUN�
DW�OHDVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZHHN�IURP�KRPH��
6WLOO�� MRE�VHHNHUV� WKLQN� WKDW� WKH�SUL-
YDWH� VHFWRU� SD\V� EHWWHU� WKDQ� JRY-
HUQPHQW�� DQG� DIIRUGDEOH� KRXVLQJ� LV�
scarce in Fauquier. 
³:H¶UH� WU\LQJ� WR� EH� FUHDWLYH� DQG�

LQQRYDWLYH�� ,W¶V� VWLOO� D� OLWWOH� ELW� KDUG�
MXVW�WR�VRXUFH�SHRSOH��EHFDXVH�,�WKLQN�
ZH¶UH� DOO� VKRSSLQJ� WKH� VDPH� VHW� RI�
SHRSOH�́ �VKH�VDLG��,Q�WKH�ROG�GD\V��VKH�
VDLG��LI�KHU�RI¿FH�KHOG�D�MRE�IDLU��VKH�
ZRXOG�VHH�����WR�����SHRSOH��³/DVW�
ZHHN��,�KDG�P\�ELJJHVW�MRE�IDLU��$QG�
LW�ZDV�QLQH�SHRSOH��DQG�,�KLJK�¿YHG�
RXU�+5�WHFKQLFLDQ��VD\LQJ��µ:D\�WR�
JR�¶´

$V�)DXTXLHU�FRPSHWHV�ZLWK�RWKHU�FRXQWLHV�
DQG�WKH�SULYDWH�VHFWRU�IRU�HPSOR\HHV��
UHFUXLWHUV�VWUXJJOH�WR�¿OO�YDFDQFLHV
RESIGNATION,�IURP�SDJH��

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
,QKPGF�D[�&CTNGPG�9CIPGT��VJG�UEJQQN�FKXKUKQPoU�VTCPURQTVCVKQP�FKTGEVQT��JWOCP�
TGUQWTEGU�IGPGTCNKUV�#OCPFC�#VYGNN�CFFTGUUGU�C�NKXGUVTGCOGF�LQD�HCKT�GXGPV�HQT�
(CWSWKGT�%QWPV[�2WDNKE�5EJQQNU�JGNF�1EV�����
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By Peter Cary
Piedmont Journalism Foundation

On Wildcat Mountain, in an idyllic setting in 
Fauquier’s horse country, a controversy is brew-
ing. There a landowner obtained a county grading 
permit to build a paved road and a dirt trail on his 
property. He said the looping paved road was for 
access to a proposed barn, but the neighbors say 
it looks like a go-kart racetrack, which they don’t 
want in their neighborhood. From such questions, 
a serious dispute has arisen.  

The controversy has resulted in a rare kind of ap-
peal to the county’s zoning board, brought questions 
about the zoning permit process, and raised doubts 
about a land trust’s ability to regulate what people 
can do on land held in conservation easements.  

The parties involved in the dispute won’t talk 
about it publicly, nor will some neighbors, or even 
the attorney enlisted by those neighbors for the 
zoning appeal. Najaf Husain, the property owner 
who secured the permit, did not respond to sever-
al requests for comment from the Times.  

The basic facts of the issue are laid out in pub-
lic documents. Last October, Husain applied for a 
grading permit for a “paved access road to a pro-
posed barn, and [for] building a grassed/dirt trail” 
on his property. As part of the exhibits for the 
application, Husain displayed an email from the 
Land Trust of Virginia, which holds a conservation 
easement on his land. That email approved a “barn 
access loop, and dirt loop.” On April 2, county zon-
ing administrator Amy Rogers granted the permit. 

In mid-April, a neighbor, Ralph “Bobby” Kirk, 
noticed several pieces of dirt-grading equipment 
on Husain’s property, which he knew was under 
a conservation easement. Curious, he checked 
county records and found the permit application 
and engineering plans for the trail and paved road. 

The paved road was of particular concern: On the 
plans, a half-mile long straight road, 12 feet wide, 
connects to a 20-foot-wide oval loop with connect-
ing interior loops. It is labeled “paved access loop.”  

“The shape of the access road concerned me. I 
have done a bit of SCCA race car driving, so had 
suspicions about this so-called access road,” said 
Kirk in an email. 

Suspicions were heightened because neighbors 
knew that Husain, a New Jersey native and soft-
ware entrepreneur, was also an auto racer. Indeed, 
news stories about Husain, his unique 12,000-foot 
contemporary home on the property and his busi-
ness ventures mention his penchant for internation-
al auto racing. A racing website lists his accom-
plishments: 20 races between 2017 and 2019 with 
two second places and a third at such fabled venues 
as Sebring, LeMans, Watkins Glen and Lime Rock. 

“You just don’t have to be a rocket scientist to 
see it,” said Peter Arundel, whose family lives on 
Wildcat Mountain. “It’s a curiously shaped access 
road, given that its owner is a Formula One guy.” 

According to the appeal documents, the neigh-
bors came to believe the looping roads would be 
used for racing go-karts, miniature versions of 
Formula One type racers. If they have evidence to 
support that, however, they are not saying.   

Arundel said that other landowners, plus 
“friends, family and lovers of the land,” have 
coalesced to oppose the construction, but he de-
clined to release their names. Generally, he said, 
their concerns – if a racetrack were built – would 
LQFOXGH�SRWHQWLDO�QRLVH��WUDI¿F��HIIHFWV�RQ�ZLOGOLIH�
effects on the watershed and property values. 

Arundel lives in Middleburg, but his family has 
been on the mountain since his grandfather Russell 
Arundel bought the property in 1947. (Peter Arundel 
is a former owner of the Fauquier Times.) Over time, 
the family sold off about half of their lower pasture 
land and in 2014 Husain ended up with 250 acres of it. 
Two years earlier, he had bought from the Arundels a 
nearby leading horse-training center called Morning-
side Training Farm with indoor and outdoor facilities  
-- a place for his son, an equestrian, to train. Arundel’s 
mother and his cousin, Jocelyn Alexander, a county 
schoolteacher, still live on the family property.  
2Q�$SULO�����$OH[DQGHU�¿OHG�D�QRWLFH�DSSHDOLQJ�

the issuance of Husain’s permit; it will be considered 
at the June 3 Board of Zoning Appeals meeting. The 
appeal has put the construction of the access road on 
hold. In her notice, Alexander claims that the permit 
was issued based on “misrepresentations” by Hu-
sain that the road was for “personal and ag[ricultur-
al] use only” when it is actually to be used for “mo-
torized mini ‘Formula-1’ type go-kart” vehicles. She 
also claims that it would be used by others besides 
the owner, and that its use as a “training facility for 
Formula One drivers” is not permitted by the zon-
ing ordinance. The appeal included no evidence to 
support her claims, but under BZA rules, Alexander 
will have 20 minutes to make her case.    

County Attorney Tracy Gallehr said this appeal, 
by a third party, is highly unusual – most appeals 
DUH�¿OHG�E\� ODQGRZQHUV�QRW� JUDQWHG� D�SHUPLW� RU�
by those hit with zoning violations. Also unusual 
is that Alexander’s attorney David Konick asked 
the board to compel witnesses for their case. On 
May 12, Adam Shellenberger, the lead staffer at 
the BZA, sent a letter to Konick saying the BZA 
did not have procedures in place for compelling 
witnesses, that the chairman may or may not de-
cide to do so, and that Konick should prepare to 
make his case without compelled witnesses at the 
June 3 meeting. Konick declined to comment, as 
did zoning administrator Amy Rogers. 

The matter has raised questions among those who 
VHH�D�UDFHWUDFN�LQ�WKH�SODQV�DV�WR�ZK\�5RJHUV¶�RI¿FH�
and the Land Trust of Virginia approved them.  

Ken Alm, the land use chairman at Citizens for 
Fauquier County and a former Fauquier planning 
commission member, has an answer: He said most 
farm road permits are treated routinely. “How of-
ten do they get something in for a 20-foot-wide 
road that’s paved, that does look similar to a race-
track? I mean, would that necessarily pop up in 
somebody’s mind who works there?” he asked. 

Alm said he received a call in December from an-
other neighbor complaining of ATVs being driven 
on Husain’s proposed trail. (The permit retroactive-
ly approved the trail loop, which had already been 
built.) He referred them to the county’s noise ordi-
nance and the Land Trust of Virginia’s easement.  

Sally Price, executive director of the Land Trust of 
Virginia, which approved Husain’s plan, said people 
think that conservation easements can prevent ac-
tivities they don’t like, but that often is not the case. 
Easements typically are designed to protect historic 
resources, scenic byways, forests, water and wet-
lands, agricultural soils and wildlife habitat, she said. 
“In this case there was nothing in his request to us that 
indicated that any of the values would be harmed.”

Late Tuesday afternoon, Rogers provided to the 
Times�D�FRS\�RI�ZKDW�ZLOO�EH�KHU�RI¿FH¶V�UHVSRQVH�WR�
the appeal. It says the permit states the paved access 
road and trail are for personal and agricultural use 
only, that “there was no evidence to support denial of 
the permit ,” and that the application met the require-
ments of the zoning ordinance and county code. It 
adds that the appeal provides no evidence that Husain 
misrepresented the intended use of the paved road, 
and that the zoning administrator must evaluate appli-
cations based on the documents provided and a staff 
review. It asks that the BZA uphold Rogers’ decision.
-XOLH�%ROWKRXVH�� WKH� ODQG�XVH�¿HOG� UHSUHVHQWD-

tive at the Piedmont Environmental Council, said, 
“To me, looking at the design, it looks like a race-
track, it doesn’t look like an access road.” But she 
noted that there is no language in the zoning ordi-
nance that covers the shape of farm access roads. 

She further noted there was nothing in the ap-
plication that said Husain is going to be using it 
IRU� UDFLQJ�FDUV�� VR� WKH�]RQLQJ�RI¿FH�ZRXOG�KDYH�
had no evidence that he was going to use it for 
anything other than farm access.  

On the other hand, she said, the permit says the 
road is for personal and agricultural use. “I’ve told 
the neighbors, the second he starts allowing other 
people to use it as a racetrack, he’s in violation. 
So, I mean, [if he does that] he’s setting himself 
up for disaster,” she said.

Wildcat Mountain neighbors want to know: 
Is new construction for a farm road or a racetrack?

5QWTEG��9KNFECV�(CTOU��..%��#EEGUU�4QCF��
$CTP�CPF�6TCKN�2NCP��5GRV�����������$CUG�OCR��
OpenStreetMap contributors

“The shape of the access road 
concerned me. I have done a 
bit of SCCA race car driving, so 
had suspicions about this so-
called access road.”

RALPH “BOBBY” KIRK
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“How often do they [The Land 
Trust of Virginia] get something 
in for a 20-foot-wide road 
that’s paved, that does look 
similar to a race-track? I mean, 
would that necessarily pop up 
in somebody’s mind who works 
there?” 

KEN ALM



By Robin Earl
Fauquier Times sTaFF WriTer

Christopher Davies and his fami-
ly, of Jeffersonton, were determined 
to try everything possible to help 
his mother Kathleen Davies survive 
a severe case of COVID-19. She 
has been in the intensive care unit 
at Fauquier Hospital in Warrenton 
since early October and has been 
breathing with the help of a ventila-
tor since Nov. 3. 

The Davies’ family doctor pre-
scribed Ivermectin, but Fauquier 
Hospital resisted administering the 
drug, citing medical, legal and prac-
tical concerns. Ivermectin is a drug 
used most often for parasitic infec-
tions; it has not been approved to 
treat COVID-19.

On Dec. 6, the Davies family took 
legal action to try to compel the hos-

pital to allow the treatment. After a 
ZHHN�¿OOHG�ZLWK�IRXU�FRXUW�KHDULQJV��
the Davies family thought on Dec. 9 
that they had won the right to com-
pel the hospital to allow their family 
doctor to administer Ivermectin. But 
as of Dec. 13, the hospital still had 
not transferred treatment responsi-
bility from their own intensivists to 
the family’s doctor, who is not an 
ICU doctor or an emergency care 
physician.

The Davies family requested 
an emergency hearing and Circuit 
Judge James Fisher ruled Dec. 13 
that Fauquier Hospital was in con-
tempt of court for not following the 
Dec. 9 directive. Fisher also ruled 
that the hospital would incur $10,000 
D�GD\�¿QHV�XQWLO�LW�FRPSOLHG�
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By Coy Ferrell
Fauquier Times sTaFF WriTer

$�SODQ�WR�VXEVLGL]H�¿EHU�RSWLF�LQWHUQHW�FRQ-
nections to more than 10,000 Fauquier Coun-
ty homes has been awarded a $15 million state 
grant, clearing the way for the project to move 
forward.

Fauquier supervisors have already commit-
ted $10.5 million to the project from the coun-
ty’s allocation of federal stimulus funds. Lees-
burg-based All Points Broadband will provide 
an additional $39 million in capital. The project 
is scheduled to be completed in 2024.

“It’s a damn good day for Fauquier County,” 
Supervisor Rick Gerhardt (Cedar Run District) 
said Monday, noting that the project will mean 
QHDUO\� XQLYHUVDO� DFFHVV� WR� ¿EHU�RSWLF� LQWHUQHW�
connections for residents and businesses in 
Fauquier County.

Family of COVID-19 patient wins legal battle, 
forcing Fauquier Hospital to allow use of unapproved drug

State grant helps close 
Fauquier’s broadband gap

See IVERMECTIN, page 2

See BROADBAND, page 8

Warrenton seeks to expand town boundaries by 60%

Current town 
boundaries

(2,880 acres)WARF/Athey 
Sports Complex

Fauquier 
Hospital

Taylor Middle 
School

Areas under discussion

Warrenton Southeast (744 acres)

Warrenton South (445 acres)

Warrenton Southwest (330 acres)

Warrenton West (86 acres)

Warrenton East (146 acres)1

2

3

4

5

Central 
Sports 

Complex

Sheehy Ford

Warrenton 
Service District 

boundary 
(dashed line)

Warrenton 
Training Center 

(Station A)

Arrington 
property

Walmart

Lord Fairfax 
Community 

College

By Peter Cary
PiedmonT Journalism FoundaTion

The town of Warrenton wants to 
DEVRUE�¿YH�SDUFHOV�RI�FRXQW\�ODQG�WR-
taling 1,750 acres on its perimeter that 
would expand the town’s area by more 
than 60%. The targeted areas came to 
light at the Thursday, Dec. 9, Fauquier 
County Board of Supervisors meeting 
when the board agreed to respond in 
writing to the town’s request and re-
leased maps that until now had been 
the subject of secret town-county 
meetings.

“We don’t govern well when we 
do it on our own. It’s much better 
when we have informed citizen in-
put … and this is obviously going to 
be significant to a lot of folks,” said 
supervisor Holder Trumbo after the 
meeting. 

See BOUNDARY, page 10

COURTESY PHOTO
Grace Davies visits with her mother Kathleen Davies, who has been battling 
COVID-19 at Fauquier Hospital since October.

Craft & Crust 
Pizza Tavern 

opens in 
Remington.
See Page 3

SPORTS: 
Kettle Run 
boys basketball 
preview, 
Pages 17-18
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LET US HELP YOU TAKE CONTROL 
OF EMERGENCY POWER OUTAGES 

IN YOUR HOME.

WHEN THE EMERGENCY POWER OUTAGE OCCURS, 
ARE YOU GOING TO BE READY?

Premium ACServiCe.Com

GENERATORS 

FOR SALE

HAVE PEACE OF MIND AND TOTAL CONTROL 
OVER POWER EMERGENCIES. CALL TODAY TO 

SCHEDULE YOUR INSTALLATION.

HOME SERVICES

540-348-3399

7KH�¿YH�DUHDV� WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�DE-
sorbed surround the town’s existing 
boundaries but are heavily weighted 
toward the southern end of town on 
both sides of U.S. 29, where 1,518 
acres are targeted. 

Warrenton Mayor Carter Nevill 
did not respond to several requests 
for comment. But Board of Supervi-
sors Chairman Chris Granger (Cen-
ter District), in an interview, guessed 
that the town’s reasons for wanting 
WR� DEVRUE� WKH� ¿YH� SDUFHOV� LQFOXGHG�
giving the town a bigger voice in 
its future and improving its revenue 
stream. 

Supervisors expressed hope that 
their response would launch discus-
sions with the town over the pros and 
cons of the transfer of the various 
parcels, as well as stimulate input 
from affected parties and the public. 
The town is asking for a “boundary 
adjustment” to allow it to take in the 
properties; the town could also move 
to annex the parcels, but that legal 
process is more time-consuming and 
could be contentious. 

Granger said the supervisors’ let-
ter includes the county’s desire for 
more public conversations on poten-
tial revenue sharing arrangements, 
economic development opportuni-
ties, proffers for county services and 
establishment of a joint planning 

group for the area surrounding the 
town’s borders.
Background

Public discussions have tak-
en place since 2019 regarding the 
town’s interest in absorbing two par-
cels. One is the so-called panhandle 
along U.S. 15/29 north of town that 
includes numerous auto dealerships; 
the other is an area to the south be-
tween Meetze Road and the Eastern 
Bypass that includes Lord Fairfax 
Community College.

What wasn’t publicly discussed 
was that the town is also targeting 
the 444-acre Arrington property 
where Van Metre Homes is planning 
a new development — approved six 
years ago by county supervisors — 
and another 330-acre parcel to the 
north of that. 

These maps had been the subject 
of closed-door meetings between the 
town and county dating back at least 
two years, but one supervisor said 
they stopped during 2020 because 
of the pandemic. They took on some 
new urgency with their mention at 
the town-county liaison meeting on 
Nov. 16 and then a surprise move at 
a planning commission meeting on 
Nov. 18.

At that meeting’s work session, 
the board was considering a request 
from Van Metre to move 28 acres 
adjacent to its planned development 
into the town’s service district to 

provide more space for sewer drain 
¿HOGV�� ZKHQ� &RPPLVVLRQHU� 'LDQH�
Roteman (Center District) asked for 
a 60-day postponement. She ques-
tioned making the town take on 
PRUH�GUDLQ�¿HOGV�DQG�PHQWLRQHG�RQ-
going “boundary line discussions.” 
Commissioner Bob Lee (Marshall 
District) objected, saying the county 
had approved an “exemplary” plan 
for this development in 2015 and the 
board needed to move things along.

On Thursday, when the maps 
were released, it became clear that 
the property was among those that 
were being discussed in closed ses-
sions by the supervisors and town 
council. 
Arrington property

A boundary line move may have 
VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�9DQ�0HWUH�
development. The property was ap-
proved for a 227-home development 
by Alwington Farm Developers, 
LLC in 2015. Under the arrange-
ment, Warrenton would provide wa-
ter but not sewer, and nearly all of 
the homes would be limited to own-
ers 55 and older. 

That plan stalled, the developer 
FODLPHG��EHFDXVH�¿QDQFLQJ�ZDV�KDUG�
to obtain for an over-55 subdivision. 
In August 2019, Alwington’s presi-
dent Russell Marks asked the super-
visors at a public meeting to change 
the over-55 requirement, but the 
board delayed action. Mary Leigh 

McDaniel, the supervisor in whose 
Marshall District it rested, has said 
her constituents insist that the proj-
ect remain over-55. 

When the project stalled in 2020, 
Van Metre signed a contract with 
Alwington to take over develop-
ment. Van Metre has not said pub-
licly where it stands on reducing the 
over-55 requirement.

Granger said in an interview that 
the town’s growth had stalled and 
that it needs more people. He said 
he was skeptical of the Arrington 
development as a whole, but said he 
was immediately opposed to add-
LQJ�GUDLQ�¿HOGV�WR�WKH�WRZQ¶V�VHUYLFH�
district. When he heard Van Metre 
needed 28 acres so it could improve 
LWV� GUDLQ� ¿HOGV�� KH� VDLG�� ³,¶P� OLNH��
‘No way, you guys need to go back 
and talk to the town about getting 
sewer.’” 

“If there’s going to be 200 houses 
there, I would much prefer they’re 
going to be on public water; I would 
much rather they be on public sewer. 
$QG�ZH� QRW� KDYH� WKHVH� GUDLQ�¿HOGV�
out there that we all know are going 
to fail,” he said. “In the end, if Ar-
ULQJWRQ�HQGV�XS�LQ�WKH�WRZQ��LW�¿[HV�
a whole lot of stuff.” 

But he noted that the process for 
changing the boundary lines is a 
“long road.” “There’s a whole lot of 
stuff that has to be sorted out,” he 
said.

Warrenton seeks to expand town boundaries by 60%
BOUNDARY, from page 1


