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INSIDE TODAY
Town of Smithfi eld residents will fi nd the semiannual 

town newsletter, the Municipal Mailer, inside today’s edi-
tion. The Smithfi eld Times is pleased to partner with town 

offi cials on distribution of the newsletter, which is jam-
packed with information every citizen needs to know. If 

you live in the town limits of Smithfi eld and don’t see the 
newsletter inside, let us know at info@smithfi eldtimes.

com or 757-357-3288 and we’ll bring you one. 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“It gives me enormous pleasure to be here today for 
the groundbreaking ceremony. What an exciting 
time this will be for our students, staff, district and 
county.”
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— School Board Vice Chairwoman Denise Tynes, 
who entered fi rst grade at the existing Hardy in 1964

speaking at the Hardy Elementary School groundbreaking
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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Smithfield timeS
the

— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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Rachel, Landon and Casey Watson have fun at the Smithfield Ham-o-ween event on Sunday. See more pictures inside on 
page 6. (Tracy Agnew/The Smithfield Times)

Ham-o-ween fun

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County Schools 
held a groundbreaking ceremony 
on Oct. 28 for its planned replace-
ment Hardy Elementary School.

The new school will be mod-
eled after Florence Bowser El-
ementary in Suffolk and house 
nearly 900 students in preschool 
through fourth grade. Isle of 
Wight’s Board of Supervisors 
approved a guaranteed maximum 

price of $36.8 million for the 
project in September, giving the 
project its final go-ahead.

Construction will begin this 
December. The new Hardy is 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Riverside Health System will 
have the opportunity on Dec. 10 to 
appeal a Virginia Department of 
Health report’s recommendation 
to deny a certificate of public need 
to its proposed 50-bed Isle of Wight 
County hospital.

The certificate of public need 
process requires state approval for 
the construction of new hospitals 
or the expansion of an existing 
one. Virginia has used the process 
since 1973.

The VDH issued its recom-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

When Smithfield Foods an-
nounced in July it would end 
slaughtering and pet food produc-
tion at its hometown meatpacking 
plants, the word on the street was 
that the associated meaty smell 

that occasionally permeates the 
air in town would also go away.

But it hasn’t, and as it turns 
out, neither have the company’s 
pet food operations, which were 
slated to end in August.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield officials have de-
clined to release preliminary 
development plans for the former 
Pierceville homestead.

Former Smithfield Foods 

Chairman Joseph W. Luter 
III purchased and razed the 
1730s-era farmhouse at 502 Grace 
St. and the adjacent Little’s Su-
permarket on Main Street last 
year. For the past 11 months, the 

New Hardy Elementary breaks ground

Riverside 
appeal set 
for Dec. 10

Smithfield Foods still 
‘rendering’ pet food

Smithfield won’t show 
Pierceville plans

• See RIVERSIDE, p. 4

• See BOARD, p. 4

• See HARDY, p. 7• See PIERCEVILLE, p. 7

• See PET FOOD, p. 7

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Alvin Wilson is the latest 
member of Isle of Wight County’s 
School Board to resign.

Wilson, who represents the 
county’s Hardy District on the 
board, tendered his resignation 
on Oct. 26, according to IWCS 
spokeswoman Lynn Briggs.

Wilson had already planned to 
step down at the end of his current 
term, which will occur on Dec. 31. 
Voters chose his successor during 
Tuesday’s general election; Mi-
chael Cunningham and Todd 
Meier were running to replace 
him. (See www.smithfieldtimes.
com for full election coverage.)

Briggs declined to provide The 
Smithfield Times with a copy of 

Wilson’s resignation letter, call-
ing it a “personnel document.” 
She then cited Virginia Code 2.2-
3705.1 (1), which states “personnel 
information concerning identifi-
able individuals” are “excluded 
from the mandatory disclosure 
provisions” of Virginia’s Free-
dom of Information Act.

Wilson, however, said his res-
ignation was primarily for health 

reasons, speaking to The Smith-
field Times by phone on Nov. 1.

The School Board has sched-
uled a special meeting for 6 p.m. 
Nov. 8 in the boardroom of the 
Isle of Wight County government 
complex at Monument Circle to 
name Wilson’s interim replace-
ment through Dec. 31. According 
to Briggs, whoever won the Hardy 
District School Board election 

will be the board’s appointee. 
This will allow that person to take 
office sooner than Jan. 1, then 
continue in that role in 2022 for a 
full four-year term.

The called meeting will also 
include interviews and the ap-
pointment of Windsor District 
representative Julia Perkins’ in-

Alvin Wilson resigns from School Board

Pictured from left, back row: County Administrator Randy Keaton, M.B. Kahn Construction Executive 
Vice President Bill Cram, Eric Stichler of Heartland Construction, Hardy Principal Shante Denson, 
School Board Vice Chairwoman Denise Tynes, Newport District Supervisor William McCarty, Hardy 
Assistant Principal Laura DeWees, Newport District School Board member Renee Dial and School 
Board Chairwoman Jackie Carr. In front, students turn over shovels full of dirt: from left, Kolin Hicks, 
Aubrey Koehn, Matthew Matzen, Jacob Orr, Olivia Drew, Ellie Tucker, Aella Vonkuehlman, Laron Wells, 
Kennedy Saunders, Lucas Waycaster, Ella Steele, Nicholas Rudy, Richard Price. (Submitted Photo)

Visit SmithfieldTimes.
com for Isle of Wight and Sur-
ry election results, including 
school board, supervisor and 
House of Delegates races. 
We’ll also have local totals 
in the gubernatorial election 
and other statewide races.

Election 
results 
online
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slated to be finished by 
mid-2023, at which point 
the adjacent 1960s-era 
elementary school will be 
demolished.

The ceremony, which 
was streamed live to the 
school system’s Face-
book page, began with a 
group of Hardy students 
performing the national 
anthem, followed by re-
marks by Superintendent 
Dr. Jim Thornton.

“Those with us today, 
who are watching online, 
thank you for joining us 
and being part of this his-
toric moment,” Thornton 
said.

“It gives me enormous 
pleasure to be here today 
for the groundbreaking 
ceremony,” said School 
Board Vice Chairwom-
an Denise Tynes, who 
entered first grade at the 
existing Hardy in 1964. 
“It is an honor for me 
personally as a School 
Board member, as a for-
mer Hardy Elementary 
School student and as a 
child who grew up in the 
Archer Gardens neigh-
borhood just across the 

street. … What an ex-
citing time this will be 
for our students, staff, 
district and county.”

Rudolph Jefferson, 
who represents the Hardy 
District on Isle of Wight’s 
Board of Supervisors, is 
also a Hardy alumnus.

“I attended this school 
back in the early ’60s,” 
Jefferson said, calling 
the groundbreaking a 
“milestone” and a “dream 
come true.”

“Constructing a new 
Hardy school is not a 
want, but a necessity for 
the public education in 
Isle of Wight County,” Jef-
ferson said. “This school 
will show that equity and 
inclusion is vital for the 
growth and development 
of our students. It allows 
our staff and students the 
opportunity to achieve at 
the highest level possible. 
… This celebration signi-
fies that the School Board 
and the Board of Super-
visors can accomplish 
any goal when everyone 
works as a team for the 
same mission.”

“This is a fabulous 

day,” added Bill Cram, ex-
ecutive vice president of 
the project’s construction 
management firm, M.B. 
Kahn Construction. “This 
is going to be a fabulous 
facility. On behalf of M.B. 
Kahn and our partner, 
Heartland Construction, 
as well as RRMM Archi-
tects, I want to thank the 
Board of Supervisors, the 
School Board, the admin-
istration for allowing us 
the honor of constructing 
this facility.”

Officials involved with 
the project, each accom-
panied by a current Har-
dy student, then donned 
hard hats, forming a semi-
circle as they ceremonial-
ly turned over shovels full 
of sand. Each shovel was 
painted blue and white 
— Hardy’s school colors 
— and decorated with a 
matching bow.

“We hope to see every-
body back here in 2023 for 
the grand opening cere-
mony,” said Lynn Briggs, 
IWCS spokeswoman and 
master of ceremonies.

• Continued from p. 1

Hardy
• Continued from p. 1

Pierceville

• Continued from p. 1

Pet food

50-plus acres have been 
vacant waiting for Luter to 
break ground on a develop-
ment of unspecified size.

Joseph Luter IV, son 
of the former Smithfield 
F o o d s  c h a i r m a n ,  h a d 
written to Smithfield’s 
Town Council last year 
that his father envisioned 
“a high quality develop-
ment,” including office 
space, multi-family hous-
ing “for all income levels,” 
a “small boutique hotel,” 
townhouses, single-fami-
ly homes, assisted-living 
accommodations and, po-
tentially, a walking trail 
built in conjunction with 
the Smithfield YMCA.

In August, Smithfield 
Planning Commission 
Chairman Randy Pack 
said he’d seen presenta-
tions showing “240-some 
apartments” proposed. But 
fellow Commissioner Julia 
Hillegass said in October 
that she had yet to see a 
site plan for Pierceville, 
citing that lack of infor-
mation among her reasons 
for casting the sole vote 
against allowing the elder 
Luter to build duplexes 
at a smaller development 
he’d proposed for the cor-
ner of Washington and 
James streets.

The Smithfield Times 
sought the Pierceville 
plans via a Freedom of 
Information Act request 
on Oct. 21. Town Manager 
Michael Stallings replied 
the same day, stating per 
the advice of Town Attor-
ney William Riddick III 
that “we have elected to 
withhold them based on 
section 2.2-3705.6 (3).”

That section of the Code 
of Virginia states volun-
tary information that is 
provided by a private 
business “pursuant to a 
promise of confidentiality 
from a public body” is 
excluded from the manda-
tory disclosure provisions 
of FOIA if “competition or 
bargaining is involved” 
and “disclosure of such in-
formation would adversely 
affect the financial inter-
est of the public body.”

“At this point, we have 
only presentations that 
contain some preliminary 

plans,” Stallings said. “No 
plans have been provided 
to us yet. There has only 
been one set of renderings 
that were provided to us.”

Those renderings “were 
provided with the expecta-
tion of confidentiality as 
the project is still in devel-
opment,” Stallings added. 
At this time, they “are still 
considered proprietary 
and are working papers.”

The particular FOIA 
exemption the town cited 
to avoid having to disclose 
the plans “has been used in 
similar situations where 
a development project is 
still in the development 
stage,” said Megan Rhyne, 
executive director of the 
Virginia Coalition for 
Open Government — par-
ticularly when economic 
development incentives 
intended to attract com-
mercial tenants are in 
play.

Rhyne argues in her 
blog that these types of 
incentive deals are usu-
ally negotiated behind 
closed doors — protected 
by FOIA exemptions — up 
to the moment they are 
announced to the public.

Pack, speaking to the 
Times by phone on Oct. 28, 
said he and Mayor Carter 
Williams have met with 
the project’s development 
team “in a pre-application 
setting” on “two separate 
occasions now.”

“There’s less apart-
ments now,” Pack said. 
“We told them 240 were 
probably too many.”

But since the Luters 
haven’t filed any formal 
requests for permits, zon-
ing changes or other mat-
ters that would come be-
fore Smithfield’s Planning 
Commission and Town 
Council, “What I tell you 
is there today may not be 
there tomorrow,” Pack 
said. “I think it’s better to 
let the applicant get their 
full design done.”

Pack, in addition to 
chairing the Planning 
Commission, serves as 
the Town Council’s liai-
son to the advisory body. 
The reason he, but not 
Hillegass, was at those 
meetings also pertains to 

open records laws.
“It would be illegal for 

the entire Planning Com-
mission to see something 
in private and not have the 
public there,” Pack said.

Per state law, meetings 
of planning commissions 
and town councils must 
be open to the public, with 
notice given at least three 
working days prior to the 
meeting date. State law 
defines the term “meeting” 
to mean a gathering of 
three or more members of 
a public body, physically 
or via electronic means.

According to Pack, any 
economic development 
incentives would fall un-
der the purview of Isle of 
Wight County’s Depart-
ment of Economic Devel-
opment. The county’s eco-
nomic development staff 
has attended meetings 
with the project’s devel-
opers, Pack confirmed, at 
which there was talk of the 
site including a permanent 
home for the Smithfield 
Farmers Market.

If that were to mate-
rialize, most of the cost 
to build such a structure 
would still fall to Luter, 
Pack said. Beyond that, he 
knew of “nothing in play 
at this time” regarding 
incentives, nor of any com-
petitive “bidding process.”

In addition to the pro-
posed permanent farmers 
market, the preliminary 
plans have shown a hotel, 
a “couple of restaurants” 
and “some commercial 
space,” Pack said.

But as to how many 
attached and detached res-
idences will be built on the 
stretch of land that doesn’t 
front along Main Street, “I 
don’t know what’s going to 
go there … I don’t believe 
the developer knows yet.”

The Smithfield Times 
spoke to Luter IV by phone 
on Nov. 1, but he too de-
clined to go into specifics.

“Any conversation at 
this point is premature,” 
Luter IV said. “We’re still 
in the planning process.”

Luter IV said he hopes 
to have a formalized plan 
presented and approved 
in 2022.

“We are still render-
ing,” company spokes-
man Jim Monroe con-
firmed to The Smithfield 
Times by phone on Nov. 1.

The term “rendering,” 
according to the Nation-
al Renderers Associa-
tion, refers to a process 
of repurposing fats and 
protein left over from 
the meatpacking process 
into a number of uses, 
including paints, soaps, 
varnishes, cosmetics, 
explosives, toothpaste, 
pharmaceuticals, leather, 
textiles, lubricants, feed 
for livestock and pet food.

S m i t h f i e l d  h a d 
planned to cease its local 
pet food operations in 
August, the same month 
as its planned end to 
slaughtering operations 
in town.

T h e  s l a u g h t e r i n g 
has indeed stopped, but 
“there’s been a delay in 
our transition of render-
ing to another location,” 
Monroe stated.

He did not go into de-
tails as to the nature of 
the delay. The plan, as the 
company’s chief admin-
istrative officer, Keira 
Lombardo, described to 

the Times in July, was to 
consolidate Smithfield’s 
pet food business into 
one centralized facility 
in Orange City, Iowa. 
The move was to have 
resulted in 59 layoffs, 
according to an online 
Worker Adjustment and 
Retraining Notification 
Act notice published to 
the Virginia Employment 
Commission’s website in 
June.

Monroe was not able to 
provide details on a new 
timeline for the move.

Liam Baggett smiles and gestures among the crowd of students participating in 
the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Hardy Elementary School. (Submitted 
Photo)
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INSIDE TODAY
In this keepsake edition, 
we pay tribute to essential 
workers who’ve kept us safe 
and healthy throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
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“To us, this is the same as exhuming a grave and 
relocating it, so it should be done in an honorable, 
quiet and quick fashion.”
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— Volpe Boykin
on the move of the county’s Confederate monument to his property in 

southern Isle of Wight County
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

By about 12:45 p.m. Saturday, 
a circular patch of dirt outside 
Isle of Wight County’s courthouse 
complex near its three flagpoles 
was the only remaining evidence 
that a Confederate monument had 
stood there for the past 115 years.

That, and a flatbed trailer 
parked on Monument Circle car-
rying the granite slabs that once 
formed the statue’s base.

The rest of the monument now 
stands in pieces in the middle of a 
farm field along Walters Highway 
owned by Volpe Boykin.

Boykin and his wife, Jennifer, 
were the only ones to submit a pro-
posal during the state-mandated 
30-day window for museums and 
organizations to express an inter-
est in taking the monument, fol-
lowing the Board of Supervisors’ 
Feb. 18 vote to relocate it.

Prior to the removal date, 
Boykin had emailed the county 
government, stating he had done 
his best to keep the date secret 
and had notified no media repre-
sentatives.

“If they are present, it will not 
be because I want them,” he wrote. 

In that same email, he specif-
ically objected to the request of 
Valerie Butler, president of the 
county’s local NAACP chapter, to 
attend, stating her presence and 
that of others “that may want to 
celebrate can do nothing but cause 
problems.”

But Butler, who showed up 
anyway that morning, said she’d 
already learned of the date several 
weeks ago from Assistant County 
Administrator Don Robertson 
and Hardy District Supervisor 
Rudolph Jefferson.

S h e ’ s  b e e n  l e a d i n g  t h e 
NAACP’s push to have the mon-
ument moved since 2017, before 
state law changed in 2020 to allow 
localities to remove, relocate, cov-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Town Council 
voted unanimously May 4 to 
approve the sale of town-owned 
land at the corner of James and 
Washington streets to former 
Smithfield Foods Chairman Jo-
seph W. Luter III.

The sale excludes two build-
ings currently located on the 
parcel, one the town leases to 
Smithfield’s Veterans of Foreign 
Wars chapter and the other to 
The Children’s Center. At that 
same meeting, the council voted 
6-0, with Mayor Carter Williams 
abstaining, to renew the VFW’s 
lease another decade for $1 a year.

Officially, the land will be 
deeded to LSMP LLC, a company 
Town Attorney William Riddick 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

The 812 residences proposed 
for the Mallory Scott Farm devel-
opment are predicted to generate 

between 500 and 650 additional 
cars per hour traversing the inter-
section of Battery Park and Nike 
Park roads.

That’s according to a May 7 
traffic impact analysis the project’s 

Virginia Beach-based developer, 
Napolitano Homes, and the Virgin-
ia Department of Transportation 
conducted.

A previous proposal that went 
before Smithfield’s Planning Com-

mission last fall showed 1,106 resi-
dential units. The revised 812-unit 
proposal, a 25% reduction, went 
back to the Planning Commission 
for another public hearing Tues-
day, May 11, at 6:30 p.m.

At the previous hearing, held 
Oct. 13, 2020, John Napolitano, 
senior vice president of Napoli-
tano Homes, argued the resulting 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Karen Machart has no shortage 
of opinions on Smithfield’s current 
state of affairs and her hopes for the 
town’s future.

She opposes the planned devel-
opment of the Mallory Scott Farm, 
both for its potential to increase 
traffic at the intersection of Battery 
Park and Nike Park roads, and its 
potential environmental impact, 

given the development’s proximity 
to fingers of the Pagan River.

She’d like to see more devel-
opment and revitalization on the 
west end of town, particularly 
around Westside Elementary. 
She wants to see more pedestrian 
accessibility.

“I feel like we forget about 
walkers and others getting around 
town that are not in cars,” she 
said. “At times, the traffic is so 
busy you can’t even safely cross 

the street, especially on Saturday 
mornings.”

She’s also concerned about the 
lack of nightlife and recreational 
options for younger people, like 
her 25-year-old daughter, Kiley. 
According to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau estimates, just over 1,000 of 
Smithfield’s 8,000-plus residents 
were between ages 25 and 34 as 
of 2019.

By Jimmy LaRoue
Staff Writer

In the wake of a cybersecurity 
attack on a major East Coast pipe-
line, several gas stations in West-
ern Tidewater have run out of gas 
and others have experienced long 
lines of drivers seeking to fill up. 

Gas stations in Smithfield, 
Windsor, Courtland and Franklin 

have all been affected. Other sta-
tions in Suffolk and in Hampton 
Roads are reportedly out of gas, 
according to GasBuddy.com, 
which crowdsources gas prices 
and availability. Surry stations 
were still selling gas as of Tuesday 
morning. 

A Sunoco station on College 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Surry County’s Board of Su-
pervisors on May 6 approved a 
240-megawatt solar farm that will 
span 1,750 acres across Surry and 
Isle of Wight counties.

Roughly 360 acres will be on 
Isle of Wight’s side of the county 
border. Isle of Wight’s Board of 
Supervisors has scheduled a vote 
on their portion of the project for 
May 20.

Surry’s portion is projected to 
generate about 180 megawatts, 
which will be fed into a nearby 
existing Dominion Energy sub-
station, and about $16.7 million 

‘Never thought I would see this day’
Confederate monument removed from county land

Development would add 500-650 cars an hour

Surry 
approves 

solar farm

Luter buys 
more land

Smithfield starts lengthy
Comprehensive Plan process

Gas shortages emerging 
in wake of cyber attack 

on pipeline 
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A crane lifts the soldier figure off the granite monument on Saturday. (submitted photo)
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by which great lies can be 
spread by eager liars and 
devoured by equally eager 
recipients.

The Big Lie concept 
isn’t new. It has been used 
throughout history to lull, 
inflame or misdirect the 
public. Up until the advent of 
the internet, disseminating 
the Big Lie was a challenge. 
Social media, hiding behind 
Section 230, eliminated that 
challenge. From white na-
tionalists to left-wing radi-
cals, the internet has been 
used effectively to appeal to 
persons who have similar 
passions and similar prej-
udices. 

Working our way out of 
the maze of lies that drives 
politics will not be easy, but 
it is not impossible. We must 
teach ourselves and our chil-
dren and grandchildren how 

to recognize fact from fiction, 
and the starting point should 
be the ability to discriminate 
between the two.

To get there, we have to 
look to the source, and Furi-
ous Flo’s Facebook page will 
most likely not qualify. Nor 
will Angry Al’s Twitters, or 
tweets or whatever you call 
them. It takes discipline, but 
for those who care about the 
truth, the “Delete” button 
is the most important com-
mand on your computer.

But getting rid of hateful 
lies requires looking for not 
only factual information, 
but also responsible debate, 
because there is plenty of 
room for disagreement even 
after we agree to keep the 
debate factual.

For those who still read 
newspapers, I would posit 
that they already have an 

edge, for the paper they are 
reading is not protected 
by Section 230. The owner 
of that newspaper is, and 
proudly proclaims to be, 
a publisher, subject to the 
common law principles that 
govern libel and dictate the 
seeking of truth. 

Newspapers make mis-
takes, and not infrequently, 
but they correct those mis-
takes, regularly and forth-
rightly. 

But beyond their news 
columns, newspaper pub-
lishers perform yet another 
valuable service to their 
readers. They supervise 
debate. That’s why when 
you read letters to the editor 
in newspapers, they more 
often than not are fairly 
rational and civilized in 
tone, at least when compared 
with the rants you will find 

on the internet. Newspaper 
publishers can and do reject 
commentary all the time if 
it is so outrageous or bereft 
of fact as to run counter to 
common sense.

 There is no easy way to 
overcome the misinforma-
tion and disinformation that 
has become a central feature 
of the internet, but carefully 
choosing the sources of in-
formation we listen to, and 
remembering where the 
Delete button is located, are 
good places to start.

John Edwards is publish-
er emeritus of The Smithfield 
Times. His email address is 
j.branchedwards@gmail.
com.
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Letters
Board will grant this final 
piece of the puzzle to East 
West to get this develop-
ment through.

I encourage as many 
people as possible to attend 
the meeting on May 17th 
to share in writing or by 
voice about why the Ragged 
Island sanctuary doesn’t 
deserve the pollution that 
is going to be created by 
this new bridge, the many 
vehicles going across and 
countless people littering 
into this watershed that 
is vital to keeping our bay 
clean.

Our Board of Supervi-
sors had the opportuni-
ty to say no to a new de-
velopment, considering 
how many were already 
approved. We have been 
stabbed in our backs by 
them tabling our voices, 
changing the roadways 
without proper notification 
to the citizens who voted 
for them, and now there is 

a last minute meeting that 
the rules do not require cit-
izens to be notified about. 
And again, our supervisors 
said in late 2019 that this 
was a done deal (property 
was acquired in April 2020). 
It doesn’t seem like a done 
deal to me. Please attend 
this meeting! 

Reid S. Lundie
Carrollton

Development will
harm ecosystem

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

According to the Vir-
ginia Institute of Marine 
Science (VIMS), Morris 
Creek and Town Farm 
Creek have 155 acres and 
75 acres, respectively, of 
marshes immediately next 
to the proposed Mallory 
Scott development. 

These  marshes  are 
known spawning and nurs-
ery grounds for fish. They 
provide a wide variety of 
wildlife habitat and foods, 
producing 3-4 tons per acre 
per year of detritus, plant 
material that decays in the 
aquatic system.

As tidal marshes, total 
flushing is provided for this 
decayed material into the 
major marine food web. (Al-
most a 1,000 tons per year.) 
Environmentally, concern 
is not that deer are dis-
placed but that irreplace-
able spawning and nursery 
ground and marine food are 
irreparably degraded or 
lost to development drain-
age, fertilizer, pesticides 
and exhaust. 

The two eagle nests pres-
ently in Morris Creek tes-
tify to its environmental 
sensitivity. In retrospect 
an earlier Mallory Point 
rezoning for 265 units was 
a mistake.

The “Chickahominy Silt 
Loam” soil type, 115 acres 
of which is in the Mallory 
Scott development, has 
high shrink/swell poten-
tial, is extremely acid 3.6-
5.5 pH. The soil has low 
permeability, drains slowly 
and is subject to ponding. 
Part of it becomes plastic 
at 15% moisture content, 
which will lead to some 
foundations sinking and 
cracking in 15-20 years, 
similar to Yemassee Fine 
Sandy Loam. The seasonal 
high water table is between 
the surface and a depth of 6 
inches in winter and early 
spring.

Statistically, a number 
of Mallory Scott lots will 
flood and be sold to unwit-
ting buyers. The low fertil-
ity of the Chickahominy 
soil will call for quarterly 
fertilizing of entrances, 
roadways and lawns, fur-
ther degrading environ-
mental areas. 

It really is unfathomable 
that this high-density plan 
is being considered, almost 
a mile by a mile. Solid de-
velopment from Battery 
Park to South Church is 
contrary to a VIMS sum-
mary for the Pagan system, 
i.e. “The creeks’ present use 
as low density residential & 
agricultural areas should 
be continued” (Shore Situ-
ation Report. Subsegment 
summaries, Isle of Wight 
County, VA).

Thomas Finderson
Carrollton

Favor Americans
over foreign aid

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

A year or two ago in a 
letter to the Virginian-Pi-
lot, the writer said that in 
2016 we gave $46 billion in 

foreign aid. That’s when 
we’ve got American citi-
zens living on the streets, 
sleeping on heat grates and 
eating out of Dumpsters 
here in America.

I say foreign aid should 
be voluntary. You didn’t 
have politicians helping 
you earn your money, and 
you don’t need them to help 
you give it away. So if you 
want to send money to an 
approved country, then 
you can. But if you don’t, 
nobody should be able to 
force you.

Then there’s  South 
America’s President Biden, 
who’s spending hundreds 
of thousands of dollars on 
hotel rooms to house the il-
legal aliens who are invad-
ing our country when there 
are homeless American 
citizens living on the street. 

Jim McAdaragh
Chesapeake

population growth would be 
gradual over the next 10 to 
15 years as the development 
reached its ultimate size.

According to Jason Fowl-
er, an engineer with VDOT’s 
Franklin Residency, the 
state agency uses the In-
stitute of Transportation 
Engineers Trip Generation 
Handbook to predict the 
number of additional cars 
on local roads as a result of 
a proposed housing develop-
ment. Per that calculation, 
a single family dwelling 
contributes about 10 trips 
per day.

No more than 100 homes 
are to be occupied by 2022, 
which translates to about 
1,000 trips per day. Napoli-
tano Homes’ proposed prof-
fer agreement stipulates 
up to 125 homes per year in 
subsequent years.

But the traffic figures 

don’t factor in internal cap-
ture reductions.

“This reduction assumes 
a vehicle would travel with-
in the development to a cer-
tain destination and not 
contribute additional trips to 
the main roadways,” Fowler 
said.

The development plans 
call for the creation of a 
roundabout at the intersec-
tion of Battery Park and 
Nike Park roads.

A 2006 rezoning allowed 
for the construction of 265 
single-family homes on the 
property, but the 2008 re-
cession caused that project 
to stall. A 2018 independent 
study commissioned by Isle 
of Wight County Schools es-
timated the 265-home project 
would have added 85 stu-
dents to the county’s school 
system.
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SECOND FRONT
Windsor native Warren M. 
Thompson comes from a long 
line of successful Black en-
trepreneurs. Read about his 
journey and his latest venture 
inside.

— See page 9
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“A lot was going through my head in that moment. It 
was a surreal moment, and it just kind of put things 
in perspective. It was a very fulfi lling and great feel-
ing to see that clock go off.”
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide
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“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 
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Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

For the first time in the 
school’s 115-year history, 
Smithfield High’s boys basket-
ball team are state champions.

The 61-54 victory over John 
Handley High School at Win-
chester on Feb. 20 is a tri-
umph in a year that’s seen stu-
dent-athletes, coaches and par-
ents work through sustained 
challenges and changes due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

Their sacrifice and per-
sistence paid off. Coach The-
otis Porter knew he and the 
team were about to make his-
tory as the game ran down to 
the final minute, giving the 

team the Class 4 Virginia High 
School League title.

“A lot was going through 
my head in that moment,” said 
Porter, who was an assistant 
coach at King’s Fork in Suffolk 
when it won the state champi-
onship in 2009. “The pressure 
was different, the feeling was 
a little different and knowing 
the journey that myself and 
the staff have been through 
with these kids,” he said. “It 
was a surreal moment, and it 
just kind of put things in per-
spective.”

“It was a very fulfilling and 
great feeling to see that clock 
go off,” added Porter, who is in 

Staff report

The Smithfield Times has 
extended the deadline for entries 
in its Black History Month essay 
contest, open to high school stu-

dents in Isle of Wight and Surry.
Public, private and homes-

chooled students in grades 9-12 
are invited to submit essays on the 

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Casey Dakota Cagle’s Dec. 5 
murder in Carrsville was a drug 
deal turned robbery attempt that 
went bad, according to the Isle of 
Wight Sheriff’s Office.

Investigators charged 20-year-
old Jaylin La’Shun Freeman and 
19-year-old Shamon Reid-Wilker-
son with second degree murder in 
connection with Cagle’s killing. 
Freeman is also charged with rob-

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Gimme Shelter, a nonprofit 
thrift store on Main Street whose 
proceeds benefit Isle of Wight 
County’s animal shelter and hu-
mane society, will close its doors 
this spring after nearly 11 years 
according to the building’s land-
lord, Thomas Askew.

According to Gimme Shelter’s 
Facebook page, the closure is due 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight’s Board of Super-
visors voted unanimously Feb. 
18 to relocate the Confederate 

monument that’s stood outside 
the county’s government complex 
for the past 115 years.

Where its new home will be 
and when it will move are still 
to be determined. Per state law, 

localities that opt to remove such 
monuments must offer them for 
a period of no less than 30 days 
to battlefields, museums and the 
like.

The decision comes five 

months after a Sept. 3, 2020 pub-
lic hearing on the matter, which 
drew a nearly even split of speak-
ers for and against removal, and 
on the heels of a Feb. 9 vote by 
Windsor’s Town Council reject-

ing a proposal to move it to the 
town’s cemetery.

Changes to state law, which 
took effect July 1 last year, now 

By Cal Bryant
Roanoke-Chowan News-Herald

A Murfreesboro, North Car-
olina, man entered guilty pleas 
Wednesday on several charges 
stemming from a 2019 abduction 
and robbery case and was sen-
tenced to 13 years in prison.

Deon Marcel Gatling, 31, stood 
charged with abduction, robbery, 
possession of a firearm by a con-
victed felon, credit card theft and 
fraud, and use of a firearm in com-
mission of a felony. Those crimes 
were committed on June 30, 2019, 
in the Carrsville area of Isle of 
Wight County, where an elderly 
man was abducted and robbed at 
gunpoint.

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Westside Elementary 
School is a love landmark for 
James P. Tynes and Claudia 
Newby-Tynes.

It’s where the Isle of Wight 
natives met and shared their 
first kiss. They’ll be back 
this month to commemorate 
the school’s connection to 
their love story for their 50th 
wedding anniversary during 
a small, socially distanced 
celebration Feb. 27.

Back in the late 1960s, the 

building was known as West-
side High. Like many other 
schools, it was segregated. 
The Black kids went there, 
and the white kids went else-
where. In spite of that, it was 
still a place of laughter, athlet-
ic achievement and scholastic 
success.

“I remember going to class-
es. When I got to eighth grade, 
I probably went to about six 
classes a day. I walked home,” 
said James. He was also an 
athlete. He played basketball 

Supervisors vote to move monument

Packers win state championship

Gimme 
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to close

Murfreesboro 
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Police: Bad drug deal 
led to IW homicide Smithfield couple 

celebrates love landmark
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Members of the Smithfield High Packers boys basketball 
team ceremonially cut down the net at John Handley High 
School in Winchester after winning the state championship. 
(submitted photo) 

Members of the Smithfield High Packers boys basketball team celebrate after winning the state championship over John 
Handley High School in Winchester. The Packers won 61-54. (submitted photo)

James P. Tynes and Claudia 
Newby-Tynes



Master Naturalist
Western Tidewater

By Brenda Peters
 
A new year has begun, 

and I am looking forward 
to continuing my natural 
landscaping project. How-
ever, we have gotten so 
much rain that my yard 
seems to be constantly sat-
urated. The cool tempera-
tures and cloudy conditions 
have made the drying out 
process very slow. Just 
about the time it seems 
to be dry enough, it rains 
again! I consider it unde-
sirable to work in these 
conditions and find myself 
admiring the yard from a 
window. My view is filled with bare deciduous trees and 
shrubs dotted with evergreens. They stand above the 
ground that is covered with leaves, brown grass and plant 
stalks, and the occasional green patches of weeds.

Evergreens offer a beautiful contrast to the drab sur-
roundings of a winter season. With the exception of pine, 
three types of evergreens 
are abundant throughout 
my landscape. Eastern Red-
cedar or Juniper and Amer-
ican Holly are considered 
small trees, although they 
can reach heights of 40 feet. 
Wax Myrtle or Southern 
Bayberry is a large shrub 
or small tree, depending on 
its growing conditions and 
can reach a height of 20 feet. 
All are extremely adaptable 
and tolerate soil moisture 
variations from dry to wet. 
Although the Holly and Wax 
Myrtle can tolerate shade or 
partial shade, Redcedar pre-
fers full sun. Most of these 
are small in stature in my yard. Since I have been working 
on thinning out the saplings, they should have plenty of 
room to grow and meet their full potential.

All three evergreens are dioecious, meaning that the 
male and female flowers are on separate plants. At least 
one male plant is needed for pollination of the female flow-
ers, which are small and inconspicuous. Eastern Redcedar 
and Wax Myrtle female plants produce small blue gray 
berries. The American Holly produces small red berries.

Native evergreen shrubs and trees add interest and 
beauty to a winter landscape. They provide much needed 
protective cover, flowers for pollinators, and seeds and 
fruits for birds and other wildlife. If you are thinking 
about adding something to your landscape, I hope you 
will consider one of these evergreens. Whether in the yard 
or from a window, my view appreciates their inclusion.
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Checking rhymes with cha-ching.
High Yield Checking

2%
APY 

on average daily balances  
up to $15,000*

Cash Back Checking

2%
CASH BACK

on debit card purchases
up to $8 per month*

EARN 30X THE NATIONAL AVERAGE RATE**

You have a lot of options when it comes to finding the best place to stash your  
hard-earned money. If you’re weighing the options between banks, then say hello  
to a smarter choice. Open your new checking account in minutes. Enter promo  
code $GAINS or MYCASH when you apply online or visit any of our convenient  
branch locations. Learn more at bayportcu.org.

*Certain restrictions apply. Earn your rewards by electing to receive eStatements, spending 15 or more debit card purchases per month, and making one monthly ACH debit (payment) or credit (direct deposit). APY = Annual Percentage Yield.  
Membership eligibility required. This credit union is federally insured by the NCUA. **According to FDIC, the national average bank interest rate on checking accounts in the United States is 0.06%.

3  ATM fee refunds up  
 to $15 per month
3  Free access to your  
 credit score & report
3  No minimum balance  
 requirements

personal money to buy hot 
meals for the students.

Homes that had fireplaces 
became community warm-
ing centers. Less fortunate 
neighbors were invited to 
come in and sit by a welcome 
fire for a while.

The Dallas Area Inter-
faith, a nonprofit similar in 
mission to our local Chris-
tian Outreach Program, 
called in all its resources 
to provide food, water and 
whatever else was needed.

“The only thing that has 
gotten us through this is a 
sense of community,” an 

interfaith leader was quoted 
as saying.

Of course, there’s always 
people who will look after 
their own needs ahead of 
anyone else. In Texas last 
week, the symbol of that atti-
tude was U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz. 

Mr. Cruz, his wife, chil-
dren and an unspecified 
number of friends decided 
the power outages and the 
suffering they wrought were 
just not bearable, so they 
packed up and went to Can-
cun for a few days. Word of 
the Cruz foray south quickly 
got out and, caught with his 

pants down — or perhaps 
his swim trunks on — Mr. 
Cruz hurried back to Texas. 
Once back home, he tried to 
do damage control, not to his 
state for the freezing weath-
er, but to his own reputation. 

And, of course, he blamed 
someone else — in this in-
stance, his 9- and 10-year-old 
daughters, who didn’t like 
the cold and wanted to take 
a vacation. Wanting to be a 
good daddy, he took them 
south.

Other good daddies, 
meanwhile, were shovel-
ing snow, carrying food to 

shut-ins, volunteering to 
help cook in “warming cen-
ters” and generally teaching 
their children that when the 
neighborhood is in trouble, 
everybody pitches in.

It’s all a matter of where 
your priorities lie, and when 
the chips are down, that 
makes a huge difference.

John Edwards is publish-
er emeritus of The Smithfield 
Times. His email address is 
j.branchedwards@gmail.
com.
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Monument
permit localities to remove, 
relocate, cover or contextu-
alize any Confederate mon-
uments they own. Since that 
date, a number of Hampton 
Roads localities have opted 
to remove them from public 
parks, thoroughfares and 
courthouse grounds.

County residents who 
had lobbied for the monu-
ment’s removal from coun-
ty grounds, among them 
local NAACP Chapter Pres-
ident Valerie Butler, argue 
it glorifies the Confederacy 
and white supremacy. Oth-
ers who had lobbied for it to 
remain where it stands are 
of the opinion that remov-
ing it would be tantamount 
to erasing history.

“I’m glad it’s over, and 
I’m glad that the Board of 
Supervisors made a deci-
sion that I feel that’s on the 
right side of justice,” Butler 
said, speaking on behalf of 
the NAACP after the vote. 
“Wherever they want to 
relocate it is fine with us 
as long as it’s removed from 
the county property.”

Moving the monument 
to Windsor’s cemetery had 
been the No. 1 recommen-
dation of an eight-member 
task force the county had 
formed last October for 
the purpose of evaluat-
ing potential relocation 
sites. The group’s second 
choice had been moving 
the statue to the village of 
Walters on land currently 
owned by task force mem-
ber Volpe Boykin, who said 
he’d be willing to grant an 
easement to any non-gov-
ernmental organization 
willing to maintain the 
monument in perpetuity.

Even if Windsor had 
agreed to accept the mon-
ument, according to Coun-
ty Attorney Bobby Jones, 
Isle of Wight would still be 
mandated under state law 
to solicit proposals from 
other entities for 30 days. 
As such, Boykin declined to 
comment on the likelihood 
of the monument ending 
up on his property, stating 
he’d reserve his remarks 
for a time after the 30-day 

window and final Board of 
Supervisors decision.

“Obviously, govern-
ment’s supposed to repre-
sent the people, and obvi-
ously generations change, 
so does government, in 
regards to monuments,” 
said Windsor District Su-
pervisor Joel Acree.

While he acknowledged 
that he’d been contacted 
by some who “would like 
to see it remain” and who 
have “their own interpre-
tation of why it’s there and 
what it means to them,” “I 
don’t want any citizen that 
I represent to be offended, 
particularly by items that 
sit on their property,” he 
said, referring to the mon-
ument’s current location on 
taxpayer-funded, publicly 
owned land. “Quite honest-
ly, being born and raised 
here, I have to confess I 
never paid much attention 
to the monument, but it’s 
been interesting during 
this course. It’s definitely 
allowed me to reflect on, 
just, different parts of it.”

Newport District Super-
visor William McCarty, 
who had suggested during 
a Feb. 4 work session that 
“maybe, the government 
shouldn’t be in the monu-
ment business,” expounded 
that evening on his belief 
that the best way to en-
sure the monument is not 
destroyed on some future 
date when current board 
members are no longer in 
office is to, as Boykin once 
remarked, move it “off gov-
ernment property and out 
of government control.”

“Times  change;  we 
don’t know what the next 
10 years, 20 years ahead of 
us hold,” McCarty said. “In 
order to, regardless of what 
opinion is on historical 
data, whether we celebrate 
it or criticize it, the goal — 
and I think we heard this 
from the task force — was 
not to ever destroy any-
thing … I don’t know that 
you can trust government 
to protect that which citi-
zens hold dear.”

Staff Report

An unidentified 17-year-
old male has been charged 
in  connection with  a 
two-vehicle accident in 
Smithfield Feb. 23 that re-
sulted in a woman suffering 
life-threatening injuries.

According to Sgt. Mi-
chelle Anaya, spokeswom-
an for the Virginia State Po-
lice, the accident occurred 

at approximately 3:27 p.m. 
Police initially identified 
the location of the accident 
as 1007 S. Church St., which 
is the address of QDaddy’s 
restaurant, but now say it 
occurred at a nearby gas 
station and convenience 
store.

Police say the collision 
occurred when the driver of 
a 2018 Honda Odyssey, Hen-
ry Hearn Jr., was traveling 

north on Church Street 
when he slowed to make a 
right turn into the Supreme 
gas station and Park-N-
Shop store. There, he was 
struck from behind by a  
2008 Ford Fusion driven 
by the 17-year-old, whose 
name police are withhold-
ing on count of his being a 
juvenile.

The front-seat passen-
ger of the Odyssey, Nancy 

Hearn, suffered life-threat-
ening injuries as a result 
of the impact. As of Tues-
day, Nancy Hearn still had 
life-threatening injuries, 
according to Anaya.

All parties were wearing 
seat belts, but the 17-year-
old has been charged with 
unsafe speed for roadway 
conditions.

17-year-old charged in Smithfield accident

Natural 
Landscaping Part 4

Troopers remain on-scene at the nearby Park-N-Shop following an accident with injuries that occurred at 3:27 p.m. 
Feb. 22 at 1007 S. Church St. (Stephen Faleski/The Smithfield Times)
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