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Leesburg Mobile Home Community 
Prepares for Uncertain Future

BY KARA C. RODRIGUEZ
krodriguez@loudounnow.com 

Where do they expect us to go?
It’s a question Alex Monroy ponders as 

he looks at the playground toys scattered 
around the lawn in front of his trailer. 
His family have been residents of Lees-
burg Mobile Park for more than 20 years. 
Now, it’s just he and his wife living there 

aft er raising their now-grown children 
just outside of downtown Leesburg. Th ey 
keep the playground toys for their grand-
children, who visit oft en from Ashburn.

But the future is uncertain this balmy 
August Monday, as Monroy holds in 
his hand a letter sent to residents of the 
mobile home park, 86 lots in total, that 
tells them an off er has been made to 
purchase the property—for a whopping 

$11 million, perhaps indicative of the 
property’s desirable location just outside 
the historic district. To comply with state 
code requirements, the letter also states 
that the mobile home park owner can and 
must consider any counteroff er from a 
group or entity representing at least 25% 

Renss Greene/Loudoun Now

José M. Turcios holds up a sign before a meeting with New Virginia Majority organizers inside the Leesburg Mobile Home Park. New Virginia Majority and 
residents plan to march to the fi rst Board of Supervisors meeting in September to warn of the chance they will lose their homes after the park was sold.

UNCERTAIN FUTURE continues on page 34

COVID Spike 
Prompts New 
Vaccine Rules
BY HAYLEY BOUR
hbour@loudounnow.com

Just a week aft er the long-awaited 
return to full-time, in-person learn-
ing, Loudoun school leaders are fac-
ing unexpected new challenges as the 
Delta variant drives up COVID-19 
cases and poses a more severe threat 
to unvaccinated individuals—with 
students comprising the largest seg-
ment of that group.

Th e very fi rst day of the school 
year ended with several classes go-
ing into quarantine due to positive 
COVID cases. In recent days, the 
increase in cases has prompted two 
new vaccine mandates and a push 
from parents to switch their children 
to a virtual learning option. 

By Nov. 1, all teachers and staff  
members in the district must show 
proof of being fully vaccinated. Any 
employee not vaccinated will under-
go weekly COVID-19 testing.

By the following week, Nov. 8, all 
students participating in VHSL ath-
letics will be required to show proof 
of vaccination to participate in win-
ter and spring sports, and out-season 
practices. Th e actions followed Gov. 
Ralph Northam’s announcement of a 
vaccination requirement for all state 
government employees.

While most of last year, school 
leaders faced protestors demanding 

COVID SPIKE continues on page 35
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of the tenants with a valid lease in the 
park. However, according to the letter, 
the property owner intends to accept the 
$11 million offer. A sale is not expected to 
close until closer to the end of the year, ac-
cording to property manager Carol Kon-
kel.

“How are we going to do that?” Mon-
roy openly questions the notion of coun-
teroffering. “Most of the residents here are 
low income.”

Many of the residents, like Monroy, 
have called Leesburg Mobile Park home 
for many years.

José M. Turcios, speaking through an 
interpreter, New Virginia Majority orga-
nizer Vanessa Prudencio, said he’s lived 
there more than 10 years, and has no idea 
where he’d go if the park closed, since rent 
is too expensive everywhere else. And, 
he said, it isn’t the best time to be kick-
ing people out of their homes—with the 
COVID-19 pandemic ongoing, many 
people have seen their work hours cut 
back.

Maria Andino moved to the neighbor-
hood  in 2005 and raised both of her chil-
dren there. They’ve expanded onto their 
trailer over the years. If they were forced 
to move, her son Jason Tobara said, they 
could use the money they have saved up 
to put down a deposit on an apartment. 
Others might not be so fortunate, he said.

“This feels like home to me,” their 
neighbor Linda Huffman said. If the prop-
erty were sold, “I don’t have the faintest 

idea of where I would go.”
The location of the mobile home com-

munity is ideal for the five-year resident. 
Huffman’s adult son can walk to work, and 
living in the HUBZone is necessary for 
Huffman to continue at her job. She pays 
$550 monthly to rent her trailer and lot, 
and acknowledges that little, if anything, 
can be found in Loudoun County for that 
amount. 

All of the neighbors surveyed had ea-
gerly signed on to a petition put together 
by Monroy in an effort to unite the com-
munity, and call for a fair shot in their own 
future and, most of all, a desire to stay in 
their homes. While no communication 
has been made to residents that they will 
be asked to, or forced to, move, there was 
palpable worry in the air as residents con-
fronted the fear of the unknown. 

Acknowledging that fear and feeling of 
helplessness, the community reached out 
to the New Virginia Majority, an organi-
zation representing the rights of working 
class and marginalized communities, par-
ticularly communities of color. Locally, 
the group had previously called on the 
Board of Supervisors to fund an Unmet 
Housing Needs Strategic Plan. Now, it is 
organizing a march from the park to the 
County Government Center on Sept. 8, 
the day of the supervisors’ first meeting 
back on the dais after their August recess.

The “who” behind the potential pur-
chase of the 60-plus-year-old mobile home 
community remained a bit of a mystery. 
Several sources linked Darius Saiedi, the 
son of local property owner and restaura-
teur Fabian Saiedi, to interest in the prop-
erty. Saiedi grew up in Leesburg and is a 
2010 graduate of Loudoun County High 

School. He is also a partner in DSP Real 
Estate Capital, an Ashburn-based firm, 
but fellow partner Stephen Karbelk has 
denied that DSP is behind the purchase. 
Saiedi did not return multiple calls re-
questing comment. 

While Konkel declined to provide the 
name of the mobile home park’s current 
owner, Carol Nunez is listed as the autho-
rized representative of the property and a 
number linked to Leesburg Mobile Home 
Park listed Nunez on its voicemail. Nunez 
also did not respond to calls for comment.

Konkel, the property manager for the 
past 13 years, said she did not know the 
identity of the potential purchaser. She 
said the current owners purchased the 
property in the 1960s and the sale was due 
to the owners preparing for retirement. 
She said her understanding is that the 
property would be sold as a mobile home 
park, and there have been no discussions 
that she’s been privy to that indicate it will 
be redeveloped. She said she hopes it re-
mains as it is and pointed to the many res-
idents that have called it home for so long. 

But six-year resident Americo Lopez 
worries. He said with the rent people in 
the park play, it would take a buyer more 
than 20 years to make back an $11 million 
investment. That makes him doubtful the 
buyer intends to keep it as is.

He has seen kids grow up in the park 
who have never known another home. He 
recalled a neighbor who broke his arm 
and got laid off during the pandemic, and 
the community rallied around him, sell-
ing food to raise money to cover that per-
son’s rent.

“That’s how we are here,” Lopez said. 
“Everybody takes care of each other.”

Many of the residents own their mobile 
homes and rent the land. But, Lopez said, 
after staying parked in one place for more 
than 20 years, it’s doubtful the homes 
are really mobile anymore. And he said  
everybody is in the same situation—“They 
don’t know what to do. This came out of 
nowhere. Nobody was ready for this.”

“There are so many ways to make mon-
ey, but there’s only one way to keep fami-
lies together, and it’s homes,” Lopez said.

There is worry in the town hall at what 
the fate of the mobile home park and its 
residents will be. Vice Mayor Marty Mar-
tinez spoke of the pending sale at a re-
cent Town Council meeting, and said he 
is concerned that the sale would displace 
residents in need of affordable housing.

And New Virginia Majority organizers 
have helped write a letter to the current 
and future owners of the park. It asks that 
the residents be allowed to stay.

“The residents of the Leesburg Mo-
bile Park are one large family: many have 
lived in the park for over twenty years, 
for over ten years, some 5 years, and also 
newer owners,” the letter reads. “We have 
watched each other’s children born and 
raised on the streets of the Leesburg Mo-
bile Park and our school-aged children are 
registered to begin their first day of school 
this month. We are families who work 
hard to meet our obligations, bring food 
to our tables, and educate our children 
as best as possible—our families are the 
present and the future of Leesburg and of 
the United States. n

Deputy Editor Renss Greene  
contributed to this report.

Uncertain future 
continued from page 1

family members out. Warner’s office said 
Friday they have received more than 4,000 
such requests, and on Monday that they 
were passing names onto the State De-
partment for prioritization and pressing 
the administration for updates. And while 
they said American citizens would still be 
evacuated, their relatives’ fates remain an 
open question. 

Many of the people who have made it 
to the U.S. are passing through Loudoun, 
as they come in through Dulles Airport. 
And some nonprofits in the region are 
trying to help, including Catholic Chari-
ties, which has a branch in Loudoun, and 
the All Dulles Area Muslim Society.

Catholic Charities continues to ac-
cept monetary donations, volunteers and 

housing referrals at CCofVA.org. Mean-
while ADAMS is recruiting volunteers 
who speak Dari and Pashto, as well as 
money for a relief fund to help evacuees at 
ADAMSCenter.org.

ADAMS Board of Trustees Chairman 
Rizwan Jaka said he toured the evac-
uee site at the Dulles Expo Center on 
Aug. 22, meeting with the U.S. Army, 
Afghan-American volunteers, and the 
American Red Cross. Those groups, along 
with the federal State Department and the 
state and county governments are coor-
dinating on health checks, food, vaccina-
tion, and trauma counseling for evacuees.

The U.S. invaded Afghanistan in 2001, 
making it the country’s longest war, al-
though that war was never formally de-
clared by Congress. But for people in 
Afghanistan, the war has been going on 
longer than that—the country has been 
locked in one conflict or another since 

1978, long before Mohamad or Pakiza 
were born.

Pakiza has had trouble get-
ting people to understand the pain  
Afghans feel.

“Once it happens to your country, 
something similar, that’s when you realize 
what another country is going through,” 
she said. “Otherwise, you’re not going to 
care. You’re just going to go completely 
blank, like, ‘OK, there’s nothing special 
about it. It’s just some country people dy-
ing, a woman getting raped, it happens a 
lot in Afghanistan, nothing new.’ It hap-
pens a lot and we’re trying to fight for it. 
We’re trying to raise our voice for it, but if 
no one hears you, no one tries to help you, 
what can you do?”

And she is frustrated by people tell-
ing her Afghans need to fight for their 
country. She pointed to Afghans who 
have fought for their country for genera-

tions, and continue to do so, like Ahmad 
Massoud, who followed in the footsteps 
of his father Ahmad Shah Massoud op-
posing the Taliban. The father was assas-
sinated on Sept. 9, 2001, two days before 
Al Qaeda’s Sept. 11 attacks that led to the 
U.S. invasion of Afghanistan; on Aug. 18, 
the son, leader of the National Resistance 
Front of Afghanistan, penned a letter 
from Afghanistan’s Panjshir Valley asking 
the U.S. and its democratic allies to assist 
by sending weapons and supplies.

But while the U.S. withdraws after two 
decades of conflict, Pakiza said she wishes 
strong governments like the U.S. would 
help.

“Mr. Joe Biden, he always knows what 
he is doing, so if he tries to do something, 
I’m sure our country would be back to the 
safe place that it used to be many, many, 
many years ago,” Pakiza said. “Now, it’s 
just … nobody’s trying to listen.” n

Afghan locals 
continued from page 3
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Leesburg

Council Approves Union Street School Rezoning
BY KARA C. RODRIGUEZ
krodriguez@loudounnow.com 

A historic Black school will soon be a 
museum memorializing the students and 
teachers who worked there, with recent 
action by the Leesburg Town Council al-
lowing those plans to move forward.

Th e council unanimously approved a 
rezoning and text amendments for the 20 
Union St. NW property, along with en-
dorsing its inclusion in the town’s Old & 
Historic District.

Th e property served as the center of 
education for the county’s Black students 
from the early 1880s to 1958—fi rst as 
the Leesburg Training School, then the 
Leesburg Colored School, and later as 
Douglass Elementary School. Th e slightly 
less than one acre property contains the 
former school building, which has been 
used on and off  as storage for the school 
division for years, and an adjacent offi  ce 
building that houses Loudoun County 
Public Schools’ Child Find program.

A little more than two years ago, 
Loudoun County Public Schools trans-
ferred the property to the Board of Super-
visors. Both the Douglass Alumni Associ-
ation and the Loudoun Freedom Center 

have expressed interest in repurposing 
the former school as a museum and/or 
cultural center honoring Black heritage, 
although no curator for the property has 
been selected. Th at is expected to be con-
sidered by the Board of Supervisors in the 
coming months.

Current plans by the county include 
restoring the building to reopen it as a 
museum, displaying artifacts of Black ed-
ucation in Loudoun, and a “Hall of Fame” 
that tells the stories of the teachers who 
taught at the school and the students who 
attended. A potential two-story addition 
of the north side of the former school 
building is contemplated in the plan. Th e 
long-term vision for the property, accord-
ing to documents submitted by the county 
government, also includes retrofi tting the 
facilities to promote STEM activities, de-
veloping programs on how to grow food 
as part of the educational outreach of the 
museum, and establishing a DNA lab at 
the site to process materials that may be 
found at slave cemeteries, an area that has 
been of particular interest to the Loudoun 
Freedom Center.

For the plans to proceed, town and 
county government staff s working to-
gether determined the best way to move 
forward would be to consolidate the prop-

erty into the G-C (Government Center) 
District and the Old & Historic District, 
and to do so concurrently with zoning text 
amendments that support the addition of 
the property in those zoning districts, ac-
cording to a staff  report. Th e property is 
split zoned between the  R-HD and R-6 
zoning districts, as well as between the 
H-1 and Gateway districts. Th e G-C Dis-
trict allows a museum as a by-right use, 
and adding the property fully into the his-
toric district helps ensure that the build-
ings on site will be preserved.

Eugene Scheel, a historian and map-
maker who lives across the street from 
the property, noted that Loudoun County 
Public School teachers had regularly vis-
ited the building since the 1970s. During 
the last visit, a decade or so ago, questions 
about the structural integrity of the build-
ing’s fl oor caused teachers to confi ne their 
visits to the exterior of the building.

“It’s an extremely important building 
and I’m all for its preservation,” he said. 
“It’s one of the few old African-Amer-
ican high schools that’s still in pristine 
condition in Virginia. It was once known 
as Loudoun County High School among 
the Black community because it was their 
high school. Th ere’s more to the building 
than one can see.” n

‘Please Help Us’: Mobile Home Residents Plead with Council
BY KARA C. RODRIGUEZ
krodriguez@loudounnow.com 

Days aft er residents of Leesburg Mo-
bile Park marched to the Board of Su-
pervisors and pleaded with county repre-
sentatives to save them from potentially 
being evicted aft er an $11 million off er to 
buy the land, residents turned their pleas 
to town leaders.

Dozens turned out for the petitioner’s 
section of the Leesburg Town Council’s 
Sept. 13 meeting. Th ey shared memories 
of the years they have called the commu-
nity home, and of the spirit of together-
ness that pervades there. Th ey also ex-
pressed their fears that a plan to purchase, 
and potentially redevelop the property 
could mean the days of it being a mobile 
home community are numbered, and 
their futures in doubt.

Beatriz Perez, a single mother of three 

girls, spoke of the years she spent work-
ing long hours, sacrifi cing time with her 
daughters, to be able to aff ord to pay 
$1,800 rent at a previous residence. Upon 
discovering Leesburg Mobile Park, she 
borrowed money from her brother to buy 
a trailer and has since raised her family 
there. She called it a “blessing” to be able 
to live aff ordably and spend her time with 
her children. 

“It’s a very quiet place. We all know 
and support each other. I ask you to please 
help us so we can continue living here as 
a community,” she said in addressing the 
council.

Beatriz’s daughter Emily said she and 
her sisters are worried about their mom if 
they have to move from the community. 

“We know that my mother will have to 
work more to pay rent,” Emily Perez said. 
“She already works a lot cleaning houses.”

It was a similar refrain echoed by 

some of Perez’s neighbors—living in the 
mobile home park allowed them to live 
more comfortably, save money, or have 
some money for discretionary expenses. 
Emma Ortiz said she was looking for-
ward to having extra money to be able to 
save for her young son to go to college one 
day. Now, with the possibility of them be-
ing forced to move, she said she does not 
want to have to uproot her family to move 
to an apartment.

“I want my son to have a better future,” 
she said. “Please help us. Please preserve 
Leesburg Mobile Park.”

Jose Mario Turcios, a resident of the 
mobile home park for more than 10 years, 
said just two years ago he and his family 
invested $30,000 to make improvements 
to their trailer. 

“We bought this trailer with the hope 

Airshow Takes 
to the Skies 
Over Leesburg 
Saturday
LOUDOUN NOW STAFF REPORT

Th e popular Leesburg Airshow re-
turns to town skies Saturday.

Following a COVID-imposed hia-
tus, the airshow will be held Saturday, 
Sept. 25, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Lees-
burg Executive Airport. 

Gates for the airshow will open at 
11 a.m. Admission is free.

Th e airshow’s static display area, 
located on the airport’s parking ramp, 
features a variety of experimental and 
antique aircraft . Other tarmac attrac-
tions include aviation-related displays, 
exhibits, an infl atable for the kids, and 
a variety of food and beverage vendors. 

Th e skies come alive at 1 p.m. with 
aerobatic performances. Featured per-
formers include the Commemorative 
Air Force, Paul Dougherty, Th e Fly-
ing Circus, Kevin Russo and the Jer-
sey Jerks, Mark Meredith, and Scott 
Francis. Th is year’s announcer will be 
Howdy McCann with David Schultz 
Airshows.

Event parking will be available at 
Heritage High School, 520 Evergreen 
Mills Road; and Segra Field, 42095 
Loudoun United Drive. Free shuttle 
buses will run continuously from 10:45 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m. Parking at the 
airport terminal will be reserved for 
attendees with a DMV-issued handi-
capped permit. 

Th is year’s top airshow sponsor is 
Toth Financial, a Leesburg-based busi-
ness and longtime supporter of the 
town’s airport. For more details about 
the performers and the airshow sched-
ule, go to leesburgairshow.com. n

Loudoun Now File phto

A stunt fl ying demonstration from the 2019 
airshow.

MOBILE HOME PARK continues on page 7
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The Lovettsville Co-Op Market

Come Take a Look; I'll Be Here Next Year!
One Lucky Winner Gets a Gift to Shop Here! Groundbreaking Celebration

Saturday, October 9

Win a $100
Gift Certificate!

There will be 3 drawings
during the day

Join Us!
Noon to 3pm at our future store site, Lovettsville 

Square South, for a groundbreaking event welcoming a 
full-service Community owned grocery store.

Meet the board, neighbors and future shoppers. See 
the new Co-op store, drawn in place with field paint, with 
each virtual department representing fresh local products. 
Stroll around our tents and enjoy the store departments, 
including prepared foods, bakery, beverage, produce, 
wellness, floral and meats. Products will be available for 
purchase from local Northern Virginia and Maryland pro-
ducers.

for information: www.Lovettsville-grocery.com

Gift Certificate

(name)

May receive up to

$100.00
of free groceries from the

Lovettsville Co-op Market

_______________________
President

Valid through
December 31, 2020

Redemption record:

Purchase ___/___/22    $_________
     Balance$________

Purchase ___/___/22    $_________
     Balance$________

Purchase ___/___/22    $_________
     Balance$________

Purchase ___/___/22    $_________
     Balance$________

Lo
ve

tts
ville

Cooperative M
arket

The Co•op

Lo
ve

tts
ville

Cooperative M
arket

The Co•op

Loca�y-grown. C�muny-owned.

Logo with no tagline

Logo with slightly
heavier tagline

Heavier tagline 
with branded 

elements Loca�y-grown. C�muny-owned.

Loca�y-grown. C�muny-owned.

Lovettsville Cooperative Market

Crossroads Rocks Downtown
LOUDOUN NOW STAFF REPORT

Th e historic district’s music venues 
were fi lled Saturday night for the second 
Crossroads Music Festival. Organized 
by BENEFIT, the event outperformed its 
2019 version in raising money to support 
charities serving Loudoun children—and 
the fundraising will continue through Fri-
day.

Th roughout the night, 25 performers 
or groups played on night stages in the 
downtown area.

“Th is year’s performances represented 
the widest range of genres ever, with folk, 
Americana, country, classic rock, progres-
sive and even heavy metal artists. Every 
participating venue was full of energy and 
we were really happy to see so many peo-
ple enjoying themselves. I think having 
all of the bands and artists perform out-
doors was key to the turnout,” BENEFIT 
co-founder Amy Bobcheck said.

“Our team of volunteers, musicians 
and community leaders made big strides 
toward our mission of creating a culture of 
giving here in Loudoun County with this 
year’s festival,” said co-founder and Lees-
burg Town Councilman Ara Bagdasarian. 
“We saw a huge increase in optional ticket 
sales, both in advance and on the day of 
the event, and individual contributions 
to our impact fund. Th at’s a very positive 
sign of community awareness and engage-
ment in helping our local nonprofi ts meet 
the needs of children and families. We’re 
excited to keep the momentum going with 
future events

Online donations for the event will be 
collected through Sept. 24 at benefi t.live/
donate.html.

Funds raised from Crossroads Music 
Festival and other 2021 BENEFIT events 
will be distributed through a grant process 
in the spring. n

that it would be our home for the rest of 
our days. We have dreamed of seeing our 
grandchildren growing up,” he said. “Re-
ceiving the letter that this property will be 
sold, we are fi lled with sadness. It is you 
who must protect us as a people.”

Sofi a Saiyed, an organizer with the 
New Virginia Majority, which has been 
assisting community members, said they 
understand that the Town Council cannot 
interfere with a private sale, but said there 
are things they can do. She said the town 
could include the mobile home park in its 
Crescent Design District master plan and 
commit to no more upzoning of the prop-
erty. Th e area of the mobile home park is 
listed in the plan as a place for high-den-
sity residential development. Saiyed said 
the council could also address the future 
of the mobile park in its Legacy Leesburg 
Town Plan update.

At the conclusion of the petitioner’s 
section of the meeting, Mayor Kelly Burk 
said she received a copy of a letter that the 
potential purchaser would be sending to 
residents, and an indication that “nothing 
would be done for at least a year” aft er the 
sale of the property closes, expected by the 
end of 2021.

Loudoun Now obtained a copy of the 
letter, which was signed by Crescent Mo-
bile Partners LLC. Th at company formed 
Sept. 9 and is based in Ashburn, according 
to State Corporation Commission records.

Th e letter to residents promises clear 
communication throughout the of the 
purchase process and said there should be 
no change in the day-to-day operations of 
the mobile home park for the time being.

“If we acquire the Mobile Home Park, 
our goal will be to make the transition 
from the current ownership to our owner-
ship as smooth as possible and with min-
imal immediate eff ects on the residents of 
the Mobile Home Park,” the letter stated.

But the letter does not shed much light 
on what the future will hold for the mobile 
home park or its residents.

“[..] We are still in the process of con-
ducting our due diligence inspections and 
reviewing property documentation as we 
determine our eventual intentions for the 
Mobile Home Park. If we take ownership 
of the property in December, we expect 
to continue with business as usual for the 
Mobile Home Park for a minimum of 12 
months while we evaluate and decide what 
changes may occur that might aff ect you 
and the other tenants of the Mobile Home 
Park,” the letter stated.

At the conclusion of Tuesday’s meet-
ing, Vice Mayor Marty Martinez asked 
the town staff  to explore what options the 
council had for protecting the property, 
“to give residents some confi dence they 
won’t be kicked out of their home.” He 
suggested exploring options like a zoning 
text amendment or rezoning of the prop-
erty. Th e council unanimously supported 
directing the staff  to conduct the research 
and return to the council with a report. n

Mobile home park 
continued from page 6

Favorite Child performs 
at Schmidt’s Barbecue 
during Saturday’s 
Crossroads Music 
Festival.

Contributed



PAGE 6 LOUDOUNNOW.COM OCTOBER 28, 2021

Leesburg

Few Options Apparent for Council as 
Mobile Home Park Sale Advances

BY KARA C. RODRIGUEZ
krodriguez@loudounnow.com 

Neither the Leesburg Town Council 
nor residents of a mobile home park near 
the downtown area appear to have a sil-
ver-bullet solution to prevent the sale of 
the decades-old community, or to accom-
modate its dozens of potentially displaced 
residents. 

When news broke in August that an 
$11 million purchase of the Leesburg Mo-
bile Park was pending by a then-unknown 
buyer, residents quickly rallied to voice 
their concerns that they would eventually 
be displaced from their homes, with no af-
fordable alternative within miles. Mobile 
home park residents have become a reg-
ular presence at Town Council meetings 
since then, pleading with the council to do 
something to help to ensure they would not 
be forced from the land and their homes.

Just as apparent has been a desire by 
the council to offer a solution to residents, 
but those options appear to be few as the 
sale of the property approaches, with clos-
ing anticipated in mid-December. 

During the council’s Monday night 
work session, Planning and Zoning De-
partment Director Susan Berry-Hill said, 
with a sale pending and the town needing 
to stay out of the way, the only options 
available to the council would be to work 
with Loudoun County and area nonprof-
its to aid residents with relocation efforts, 
should the property be redeveloped. Con-
tinuing to serve as a conduit of informa-
tion between the contract purchaser, iden-
tifi ed in a recent public meeting as Darius 
Saiedi, and the residents is also important, 
she said. 

Saiedi has declined to comment on the 
purchase or plans for the property.

What the council does not want to do, 

Town Attorney Christopher Spera said, is 
to legislate any spot zoning or changes in 
the Town Plan that could impede a sale.

“We don’t want to be in a situation 
where any action taken [by the coun-
cil] interferes with the seller and buyer,” 
Spera said. “What we don’t want to do is 
get so close to the line where we’re engag-
ing in targeted property specifi c zoning 
actions or in a conversation that’s going 
to interfere with the consideration under 
the contract.”

The 7.2-acre property is identifi ed in 
the Town Plan, currently under review 
for an update, as a location of high-den-
sity residential development, Berry-Hill 
said. Under the current zoning up to 12 
residential units per acre could be erected 
by-right and not requiring Town Council 
approval. The town’s Affordable Dwell-

Renss Greene/Loudoun Now

Residents opposing the sale and potential redevelopment of the Leesburg Mobile Home Park property stand along King Street during an Oct. 12 protest.

Longtime Town 
Employees Honored

Employees who have worked for 
the Town of Leesburg fi ve, 10, 15, 
20, and 25 years were recognized 
during the annual Employee Service 
Awards last week.

Town Manager Kaj Dentler pre-
sented certifi cates of appreciation 
to more than 80 employees. Among 
them were six who have worked for 
the town for 25 years and 14 who 
have worked for 20 years. Those 
celebrating a 25-year work anni-
versary were David Evans, with the 
Parks and Recreation Department; 
Deputy Chief Maj. Vanessa Grigsby 
with the Police Department; Dustin 
Children, with Public Works & Cap-
ital Projects; Russell Chambers and 
Mark Hutchinson with the Utilities 
Department—and Dentler himself.

Twenty-year honorees were Lin-
da Fountain, Jeffrey Vennitti and 
David Waters with the Parks and 
Recreation Department; Debi Parry 
with the Planning and Zoning De-
partment; Heather Maupin, David 
Payne and Alicia Taylor with the 
Leesburg Police Department; Renee 
LaFollette, Brian Lloyd and Brian 
Roberts with Public Works & Cap-
ital Projects; Mary Pender with the 
Thomas Balch Library; and Carlton 
Barrett, Andy Shadwick and Gary 
Yoho, with the Utilities Department. 

Case Appointed to 
VaCo Board

Clark Case, director of the 
town’s Finance and Administrative 
Services Department, was recently 
appointed to the Virginia Associa-
tion of Counties/Virginia Municipal 
League Virginia Investment Pool 
Board of Trustees.

Case was one of four representa-
tives appointed to the board during 
its annual meeting. He will serve for 
three-year terms expiring at the fi s-
cal year 2025 annual meeting.

VML/VACo Finance provides 
fi nancial services to Virginia local 
governments and administers the 
VACo/VML Virginia Investment 
Pool. Founded in 2013, the Trust 
currently holds approximately $2.2 
billion in assets. n

AROUND town

MOBILE HOME PARK continues on page 7
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ing Unit ordinance would apply, although 
Berry-Hill was quick to note that with 
the rental prices the mobile home park’s 
tenants are currently paying, even prices 
under that ordinance would “not be af-
fordable to the residents who live there.”

Berry-Hill noted that the contract 
purchaser has a pre-application meeting 
scheduled this week with town staff. That 
request came into the town’s Department 
of Plan Review, which typically handles 
administrative reviews, rather than Ber-
ry-Hill’s department, which handles ap-
plications like rezonings and special ex-
ceptions that require legislative review. 
Town Manager Kaj Dentler, however, 
advised the council not to read too much 
into the contract purchaser’s intentions.

“The developer said he is exploring his 
options,” Dentler said.

Should the sale close and the proper-
ty proceed to be redeveloped, Berry-Hill 
said applications requiring only admin-
istrative review typically take 12 to 18 
months. The applicant must then submit 
building plans to Loudoun County. Ber-
ry-Hill said she was not sure how long 

that process would take. All mobile home 
park residents were informed in a letter in 
September that there would be no notice 
to vacate the property for at least a year. 

Vice Mayor Marty Martinez under-
scored the need to work with the county 
government to help the residents, and 
even suggested inquiring about available 
property to potentially house a commu-
nity of manufactured homes somewhere 
near town. He also said that if the sale 
does not go through, the council could en-
tertain the notion of buying the property. 

There was a feeling of angst apparent 
on the council dais.

“It’s hard not to feel rather helpless 
when we so very much want to help,” 
Councilwoman Kari Nacy said.

Councilman Ara Bagdasarian was 
even more frank.

“I’m pretty sure that I speak for most 
if not all that of the council that we empa-
thize with the situation and it sucks,” he 
said.

Mobile home park residents were ex-
pected to stage another protest at Town 
Hall on Tuesday evening, after this pa-
per’s deadline, and a mobile home park 
resident was also expected to make a 
presentation to the council during the 
Oct. 26 meeting. n

Mobile home park
continued from page 6
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Gregory, Campbell Pitch Graydon Manor Land for Leesburg Mobile Home Park
BY KARA C. RODRIGUEZ
krodriguez@loudounnow.com 

A solution for Leesburg Mobile Home 
Park’s dozens of potentially displaced 
residents could be just a little more than 
two miles away.

David Gregory, owner of the former 
Graydon Manor property just west of 
the Leesburg town limits, has teamed up 
with former Town Council member Ron 
Campbell to offer up land to the current 
mobile park tenants.

Since August when a pending $11 mil-
lion sale of the 7.2-acre mobile home park 
community was announced, mobile home 
park tenants have been a frequent pres-
ence at Leesburg Town Council meetings, 
pleading for their elected officials to find 
a solution for them to avoid losing their 
homes altogether, or being forced to move 
from a home with no equally affordable 
option nearby.

The Town Council members as recent-
ly as last week have emphasized that there 

was little they could do to stop the sale, 
and perhaps the residents’ displacement. 

Gregory and Campbell, whose office is 
also on Graydon Manor land, are hoping 
to provide an option.

“I think it is clearly economically and 
socially the right thing to do,” Gregory 
said. “In a nutshell, I understand the com-
plex nature of the property rights issue 
versus tenancy and somebody that wants 
to buy property and improve it. We’re de-
velopers; we understand that.”

What he and Campbell are trying to 
do, he said, is “create an alternative” that 
protects both buyer and property rights, 
and doesn’t allow gentrification in Lees-
burg to continue at the expense of the 
mostly minority tenants of the Leesburg 
Mobile Park.

Gregory recently brought on Camp-
bell, who served on the Town Council 
from 2017 to 2020, to keep him current 
about social needs that are being unmet. 

Red Alert
Need for Blood Donors Spikes

BY KARA C. RODRIGUEZ
krodriguez@loudounnow.com 

Monday night of last week, Inova 
Blood Donor Services posted its latest 
plea on Facebook. A mother was expect-
ed to deliver her baby the next day at In-
ova Fairfax Hospital. Because of preg-
nancy complications, she would likely 
need a blood transfusion to survive. With 
blood and platelets in short supply, the 
healthcare system is hoping that real-life 
stories like these stir a sense of urgency 
in would-be donors.

“I’ve never seen a need this great and 
an inventory this low, and the response 
of our call to actions is tepid,” said 
Heather Wade, who has been employed 
with Inova Blood Donor Services for 
seven years, and has served as donor re-
cruitment manager for the past four.

Just in the last week the need re-
gion-wide has been significant. Wade 
recalled that during a recent five-day 
period Inova had enacted six massive 
transfusion protocols in response to a 
variety of patient needs. MTPs cover 
everything from vehicle accidents and 

acts of violence to ongoing medical is-
sues that require a significant amount of 
blood for a patient.

Wade said 200 donors are needed 
each day to sustain the blood supply on 
hospital’s shelves. With three donor sites 
open—in Sterling, Centreville and An-
nandale—and two blood drives around 
the region daily, Wade said right now 
they are getting between 130 to 150 do-
nors “on a good day.” Of that 200, 30 
platelet donors are needed.

Platelets are an especially critical 
resource for patients experiencing a 
traumatic injury, going through che-
motherapy, and Wade emphasized that 
no donation, blood or platelets, goes to 
waste. Platelet donations take about 90 
minutes, and donors can donate every 
14 days. The shelf life of platelets is five 
days.

“There are never enough platelets,” 
she said glumly. 

Wade said when the COVID-19 pan-
demic began, and most elective surger-
ies were deferred, turnout at blood donor 
centers was “great.” But since March of 
this year, she suspects in part because of 

the COVID fatigue, donations have been 
harder to come by, and Northern Virgin-
ia is in line with the nation in having an 
extremely low blood supply.

Inova Blood Donor Services supplies 
not only supply Inova Health System’s 
hospitals, but other hospitals in the re-
gion, some with as little as less than half 
their desired inventory to some where 
it supports 100% of what they need for 
their patient care, Wade said.

“We’re one trauma away from having 

a depleted supply across the area,” she 
said. 

Wade said Inova Blood Donor Ser-
vices has worked to make it as conve-
nient as possible to donate, between the 
different locations of centers and blood 
drives and morning, afternoon and eve-
ning hours. 

“What we want [donors] to know 
is that 60 minutes can save three lives. 

Renss Greene/Loudoun Now

Inova Blood Donor Services has three donor sites throughout the Northern Virginia region, and blood 
drives daily. Yet, despite the accessibility, blood donors are scarcer than ever.

BLOOD DONORS continues on page 39

Renss Greene/Loudoun Now

Former Leesburg Town Council member Ron Campbell is working with developer David Gregory to offer 
land along Dry Mill Road as an option to accommodate displaced mobile home park residents.

GRAYDON MANOR continues on page 37
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And not only are trees being wasted, 
but so is water. According to Scientifi c 
American, toilet paper requires approxi-
mately 473,587,500,000 gallons of water 
to be produced for Americans, which 
breaks down into 37 gallons of water for 
one roll of toilet paper. These numbers 
are alarming not only because of the en-
vironmental harm but the insuffi ciency of 
toilet paper does not justify the numbers.

I started my journey to combat climate 
change from my 10th-grade year when 
I founded the Climate Change Club at 
my high school with a group of friends. 
When COVID-19 occurred, toilet paper 
was in high demand and becoming rapid-
ly insuffi cient; however, the water from 
our sinks, showers, and toilets never runs 
out. Water has many benefi ts whether it 
is being the universal solvent to being 
a necessary natural resource, we can 
consider the possibilities of using bidets 
or mini showers in the bathroom. 

Taking toilet paper out of your bath-
room means you joining the climate fi ght 
and saving 384 trees and 37 gallons of 
water.  

— Eman Ahmed, Sterling

LAST WEEK'S 
QUESTION:

What role should local 
governments pay in 
addressing the concerns 
of Leesburg Mobile Home 
Park residents fearing 
they will be displaced by 
redevelopment?

THIS WEEK'S 
QUESTION:

How do you feel 
about the election 
results?

Share your views 
at loudounnow.com/
polls

Readers’ Poll

LETTERS to the editor
continued from page 36

Loudoun Now welcomes readers’ 
comments on issues affecting our 
community. Letters may be emailed 
to letters@loudounnow.com or 
mailed to the newspaper offi ce. 
Letters should be no more than 500 
words and must include the writer’s 
name, address and contact informa-
tion for confi rmation purposes.

In addition to his time on the council, 
Campbell is an active presence in the 
community, founding the Citizens for a 
Better Leesburg group and with leader-
ship roles in both the Loudoun NAACP 
and the Loudoun Freedom Center. Greg-
ory said both his attorney David Culbert 
and Campbell advised him to look into 
fi nding a solution for the mobile home 
park residents as they were following lo-
cal media coverage of the fallout over the 
pending property sale. 

Gregory is offering a 7.1-acre piece 
of his property along Dry Mill Road bor-
dered by the W&OD Trail and the Lees-
burg Bypass—land crossed by the Lees-
burg/Loudoun County boundary. 

“We are offering this proposal to the 
members of the Leesburg Mobile Home 
Park community as a compassionate ges-
ture not a business venture. We will also 
offer that no rents for lot space would be 
assessed for fi ve years, giving the com-
munity members time to recover from the 
devastation and economic impact of dis-
placement,” Campbell said in a statement.

The parcel they have in mind is mostly 
outside town limits, although a sliver of 
it is in town. In his statement, Campbell 
calls on elected offi cials in both the town 
and the county to amend their zoning ordi-
nances to allow for manufactured homes. 
According to Campbell, that use is not 
listed in either ordinance as a permitted 
use or a use allowed through special ex-
ception.

Gregory prefers not to dwell much on 
the zoning requests, and said the project 
should be viewed not as an economic re-
quest, but as a “social requirement.”

“I want this to be a social movement, 
not a zoning request. This is not a busi-

ness deal. This is about investing in fam-
ilies that need fi nancial help,” he said. “I 
don’t want to be the issue. These families 
are the issue.”

While both Gregory and Campbell ac-
knowledged that they expect some resis-
tance from both the Board of Supervisors 
and Town Council, at least one elected 
offi cial has offered her support. Council-
woman Suzanne Fox said she had recent 
conversations with Gregory about his 
proposal, and believes it is an opportunity 
worth exploring. 

“It’s an opportunity for free enterprise 
to help with an alternative to a govern-
ment solution,” she said. 

Fox said the former Town Council of 
2013, the year before she was elected, 
erred in its adoption of the Crescent De-
sign District which did not take into ac-
count the future of the mobile home park, 
and inevitably made its land much more 
valuable.

“I don’t think they took the residents 
into consideration,” she said. “It probably 
wasn’t blatant. It was probably an over-
sight. [In creating the Crescent Design 
District] they made that land very valu-
able, and it’s land residents don’t own.”

Fox in the past has been criticized by 
her colleagues on the council for her sup-
port of Gregory’s development plans for 
the Graydon Manor land, which included 
a request to extend town utilities to the 
property, and some of those same council 
members have pointed to Gregory’s past 
contributions to Fox’s State Senate cam-
paign.

But Fox said one thing doesn’t have 
anything to do with the other.

“This has nothing to do with Graydon 
Manor,” she said. “This has something to 
do with somebody has a solution.”

Gregory has also reached out to 
INMED, a nonprofi t with its U.S. head-
quarters in Sterling that offers a slew of 

humanitarian programs, about possibly 
setting up another offi ce on the property 
to provide assistance to the mobile home 
park residents, should they relocate to the 
Graydon Manor property.

“The overall idea is so exciting and so 
fantastic,” said Jennifer Lassiter Smith, 
INMED’s director of U.S. programs.

Lassiter Smith said should the plan 
move forward, INMED would work with 
each family to respond to its individual 
situation. 

“It’s just not a one-size-fi ts-all solu-
tion,” she said. In the current mobile home 
community, “some people rent, some own, 
some live with their parents. On a case by 
case basis we will help people with the 
transition and where the gaps are.”

That could include things like helping 
with transportation solutions, as a move 
further outside of the downtown area 
could impact some residents’ access to 
work, school or other activities, particu-
larly for those who do not have a vehicle.

Lassiter Smith said she has already 
begun talking with leadership at New Vir-
ginia Majority, which has taken an active 
role in advocating for mobile home park 
residents and affordable housing solutions 
across Loudoun County, about some of 
the possible ways the nonprofi t could help 
residents.

“It’s really important there’s not this 
sense of false hope,” she said. “I just want 
to talk about the feasibility before we start 
talking about specifi cs with families.”

Still, she can’t help but to express her 
own excitement for how this could play 
out for the displaced families.

“We’ve seen so many people say they 
wish they can help. This is a real thing. We 
don’t have to wish anymore. Can we do 
it? I’m really trying hard not to be overly 
optimistic, but how often do you get this 
opportunity. I have big hope,” she said. n

Graydon Manor 
continued from page 3
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Plan for Leesburg Mobile Home Park Shows 80 Townhouses
BY KARA C. RODRIGUEZ
krodriguez@loudounnow.com 

An initial concept plan from potential 
Leesburg Mobile Park purchaser Darius 
Saiedi shows the 7.2-acre property could 
become a townhouse development, if the 
pending sale goes through.

Saiedi held a pre-application meeting 
with town staff in late October, and the 
current sketch plan shows drawings for 
an 80-unit townhouse development with 
one- and two-car garages. He was initially 
expected to close on the sale of the land 
by the end of the year, but the study peri-
od has been rumored to have been extend-
ed to move closing into as late as Febru-
ary 2022. Saiedi has not returned multiple 
calls for comment on the sale. Public In-
formation Officer Betsy Arnett said she 
understood that Saiedi had scheduled a 
phone call this week with representatives 
of mobile park residents, but that could 
not be confirmed. During recent public 
meetings, mobile park residents have be-
moaned the lack of communication from 

Saiedi on progress regarding the sale, or 
plans for potential future redevelopment.

The potential sale of the decades-old 
mobile home park went public in August, 
with letters sent to residents informing 
them an $11 million offer had been made 
for the property. Since then, mobile home 
park residents have become a constant and 
vocal presence at Leesburg Town Coun-
cil meetings, pleading with their elected 
representatives to do something to allow 
them to remain in their homes on the 
property. Among the rallying cries from 
the residents, many of whom have lived 
in the 75 homes there for years, has been 
that there is no equal affordable option for 
them to relocate in Loudoun County or 
even in nearby jurisdictions.

Mobile park resident Erin Taylor has 
become something of a spokeswoman 
for the community, advocating on her 
and her neighbors’ behalf, translating 
for them during Town Council meetings, 
and laying out the top three desires of the  

Renss Greene/Loudoun Now

Children swing at the playground at the Leesburg Mobile Park where residents are worried they could be 
displace by redevelopment of the property. MOBILE HOME PARK continues on page 38

Data Show Literacy Gap for Students of Color
BY HAYLEY BOUR
hbour@loudounnow.com

Testing data show a disturbing trend 
towards illiteracy that disproportionately 
impacts students of color: many children 
in the county aren’t learning to read. 

The data reflect that illiteracy rates in 
the Loudoun County Public Schools has 
increased slowly since 2011, due in part 
to variable learning conditions and im-
plementation of high benchmarks.

Phonological Awareness Literacy 
Screening, or PALS, assessments are 
commissioned by the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education to identify students at 
risk of reading difficulties. The test is ad-
ministered to students in grades K-8. The 
audit of Loudoun schools offered data on 
first and second grade test takers during 
the spring test.

Last year’s test revealed a stark con-
trast between literacy of white students 
and students of color.

Black and white students failed the 
testing at a 26% rate last year. The data 
shows that Black students’ failure rate to 
typically be about 5 percentage points 

higher than white students. Hispanic stu-
dents, though, failed at a 52% rate—up 
from 33% in 2019.

The dichotomy, in part, might be at-
tributable to the language students speak 
at home. Last year, English learners 
failed at a 38% rate, while the failure rate 
for non-English learners was 22%.

Additionally, socioeconomic status 
appears to have a large impact on lit-
eracy. More than half of economically 
disadvantaged students failed litera-
cy testing, compared to about 20% of 
non-economically disadvantaged stu-
dents who failed last year. 

Of all test takers, 27% failed the PALS 
spring test in 2021. In the spring 2019 
test, the failure rate was 17%. PALS data 
was not collected in 2020. 

During a work session ahead of its 
meeting on Tuesday, Assistant Superin-
tendent of Instruction Ashley Ellis and 
representatives from TNTP, the nonprof-
it that conducted the literacy audit, pre-
sented the details of the findings. 

School Board member Denise Cor-
bo (At-Large), a former teacher, was 
joined two years ago by John Beatty 

(Catoctin) and then-Leesburg District 
representative Beth Barts in requesting 
a comprehensive audit of the school di-
vision’s shortcomings. Although various 
test scores dipped across the state during 
the pandemic, Corbo said the division 
needed to address literacy as it analyzed 
COVID-related learning loss.

“Reading sets the foundation of all 
learning. The pandemic may be con-
tributing to learning gaps and behavior 
problems in all grades. However, a con-
tributing factor may be compounding 
those issues—that a large group of stu-
dents never learned to read,” Corbo said. 

The test takers last spring might have 
experienced the most adverse learning 
and testing environment of all.

“The scores in 2020-2021 are not 
valid because there is no way to discern 
if a student was assessed remotely with 
assistance or in school from a distance 
with masks on to muffle production and 
hearing of sounds and letters,” according 
to the report.

During the work session, board mem-
bers expressed concern over the curric-
ulum. The division has used a core cur-

riculum called Units of Study for about 
10 years, said Neil Slevin, executive 
director of Teaching and Learning, told 
the board.

Ellis suggested that if the curriculum 
were changed, the funds would be ac-
counted for in the fiscal year 2024 bud-
get. 

Andrew Hoyler (Broad Run) sug-
gested employing Loudoun teachers to 
design a curriculum specifically suited to 
the division’s needs.

“We have a number of amazing teach-
ers across the county who are passionate 
about literacy and would love to have a 
seat at the table to develop the next step. 
I do think at times that we as LCPS like 
to go for the newest latest and greatest 
methods that aren’t truly needed,” Hoy-
ler said.

Ellis said that the next step is to iden-
tify elements that the division should 
implement in a core reading curriculum.

Corbo suggested holding a work ses-
sion with administration and members of 
the public to explore the findings from 
the audit and possible changes to the 
reading curriculum. n
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The county and the property owner 
were unable to agree on a plan to bring the 
site into compliance with the approved 
site plan. On Nov. 3, District Court Judge 
Deborah C. Welsh issued an order of 
abatement, requiring the owner to correct 
the zoning ordinance violations.

The order requires that the owners 
adjust the elevations and grading of the 
property by moving the excess fill to 
lower the elevations on the property to 
be consistent with what was shown on 
the approved Rural Economy Site Plan 
for the property. The excess fill is to be 
spread out around the property, including 
into specific sites on the southern edge of 
the property to control erosion and runoff. 
After that, the property owner must hire 
a third-party surveyor or engineer to con-
firm the elevation and grades of fill dirt.

The work must be done by Nov. 15, 
2022. The owner was already required to 
pay a $200 fine. n

Gable Farm 
continued from page 4

Sterling DMV 
continued from page 4

And with scheduled appointments 
carrying on from the pandemic, the of-
fice will accept walk-in service on Tues-
days, Thursdays and Saturdays and see 
customers by appointment-only on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays.

State elected officials at the brief 
ribbon cutting ceremony—held as cus-
tomers sat around them in the waiting 
area—cheered the advances they said 
the department has made, including in 
diversity and streamlining their services.

“Our community’s really lucky to 
have this DMV and to have this lead-
ership that has created such a custom-
er-driven experience,” said Del. Karrie 
K. Delaney (D-67). “And I can say in 
our office, we help people navigate state 
agencies all day every day, and I will say 
of all the calls that we get, helping peo-
ple navigate their issues at the DMV is 
easily one of the easiest and most seam-
less (jobs).”

“I remember my secretary came in 
and said, ‘DMV serves more customers 
than anyone else in the state.’ And I said 
well, we are second to ABC, and boy 
did they serve a lot more customers in 
the pandemic than we did. Our goal is to 
have our customers leaving as happy as 
the ABC customers,” Holcomb said.

The new office is at 22360 S. Sterling 
Boulevard. n

residents in a presentation to the coun-
cil. Those are for the council to amend 
proposed language in the under-review 
Legacy Leesburg Town Plan update to 
create a text amendment that allows 
mobile homes as a permitted use; and 
to change maps in the Town Plan and 
Crescent District Master Plan to in-
clude Leesburg Mobile Park.

“There is no reason why a neigh-
borhood that has existed peacefully 
and without issue since at least 1957 
should be erased,” she said to the coun-
cil during its Nov. 23 meeting. “Dis-
placing 75 working-class and minority 
families in the name of gentrification 
would be a tragedy.”

Council members have long main-
tained that they cannot get in the way 
of a private sale, or risk legal conse-
quences. Recently, with many both 
on and off the council dais remarking 
that a sale of the property seemed in-
evitable, developer David Gregory has 
provided a plan that would relocate the 
community to seven acres of property 

he owns off Dry Mill Road, part of the 
former Graydon Manor property at the 
town’s western boundary. The council 
recently held a closed session briefing 
on that plan, and voted to send a letter 
to the Board of Supervisors with a re-
quest that the county review Gregory’s 
proposal to determine its feasibility 
and to determine “what steps each par-

ty needs to take to make this proposal 
a reality for the residents of Leesburg 
Mobile Home Park.” The land predom-
inantly falls within Loudoun County, 
with only about one acre within town 
limits, according to Arnett.

The letter also asked county supervi-
sors, in conjunction with the Loudoun 
Housing Authority, to identify any land 
within its Joint Land Management Area 
that would work for a relocated manu-
factured home community. 

“Without the full engagement of the 
County of Loudoun to pursue all op-
tions despite obvious challenges, there 
simply is no relocation solution avail-
able to 75 families that are residents 
of both the Town of Leesburg and the 
County of Loudoun. On behalf of the 
Leesburg Town Council, I urge the 
Board of Supervisors to become active-
ly involved as a full partner in this crit-
ical matter, and to commit all available 
resources to working with Leesburg to 
fully explore all opportunities on be-
half of these 75 families,” the letter, 
signed by Mayor Kelly Burk on behalf 
of the council, said in closing. n

A concept plan submitted to the Town of Leesburg’s Planning Department shows the layout of 80 townhouses on the Leesburg Mobile Park property. 

Mobile home park 
continued from page 3

“There is no reason 

why a neighborhood 

that has existed 

peacefully and without 

issue since at least 

1957 should be 

erased.”

— Mobile home park resident  
Erin Taylor


