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Hours:
Mon. -  Sat. 8am - 9pm 

Sun. 9am - 7 pm

Your Local Choice For 
FrESH FoodS

& LoW PriCES!

Prices Effective:
Wednesday, May 12, 2021-

Tuesday, May 18, 2021

Now Accepting EBT Cards Oscar’s Greeting Cards Everyday 2 for $1

• fresh meats •  • Cut tO Order •
Boneless

ribeye
steaks
$999 $349

Boneless
top round

steak
$369

Whole
Boneless 
Pork Loins

$199 $269 $239

lb.

lb.

Boneless 
Country style 

Pork ribs

lb.

Beef
London

Broil

Boneless 
Center Cut
Pork Chops

fisher Xtra thick 
sliced Bologna

2/$4 $199 $299

fresh Boneless 
Chicken 
Tenders

fresh Ground
Pork

sausage

lb.

lb.

(16 Oz Pkg)

lb. lb.

lb.

• fresh PrOduCe • 
russet 

Potatoes

$199 39¢
lb.

Green
Cabbage

(10 Lb Bag)

$139

Yellow
Onions

(3 Lb Bag)

By LANIE DAVIS
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

With multiple events and festivals 
planned at the Blue Ridge Amphitheater, 
formally known as the White Oak 
Amphitheater, in Blairs, county staff is 
looking at updating their music festival 
ordinance for the first time in 30 years.

According to their website, the county 
is looking to make a “thorough revision 
to make sure regulations are up-to-date” 
and protect those involved, including sur-
rounding residents, event attendees, county 
government and event promoters.

During their April 20 meeting, the 
Pittsylvania County Board of Supervisors 
voted to freeze the acceptance of music 
festival applications until the code can be 
revised.

The proposed revisions to the code focus 
on the following areas: sound and light, 
fire and EMS, traffic, insurance and bond-

ing and security and crowd control.
The proposed ordinance would include 

requirements for the event organizer to 
provide plans for an overall site layout, 
sanitation facilities and disposal methods, 
the offering of food, water and lodging, 
medical facilities and EMS, parking facili-
ties and traffic control, fire protection, 
lighting, noise, security and crowd control, 
bonds and insurance.

A public information meeting is set for 
May 12 at 7 p.m. at the ECC Auditorium at 
39 Bank Street in Chatham so citizens can 
learn more about the proposed changes, as 
well as hear from Purpose Driven Events, 
the company that manages Blue Ridge 
Amphitheater.

The meeting will be live streamed on the 
county’s Facebook and YouTube channels. 

The board of supervisors will hold a 
public hearing on the revised ordinance on 
May 18 at 7 p.m.

For more information, visit pittsylvania-
countyva.gov.

Pittsylvania County
proposes changes to 
music festival ordinance

Averett University added yet another 
meaningful tradition to its end-of-year 
roster of celebrations as it hosted its 
first-ever nurse practitioner white coat 
ceremony – an event following the annu-
al Nurse Pinning Ceremony for the 2021 
nursing graduates.

During the 2021 National Nurses 
Week, the University’s School of 
Nursing held both ceremonies on May 
7 at Averett’s Riverview Campus down-
town.

At 11 a.m., the pinning ceremony 

honored and celebrated 16 students 
who have successfully completed their 
Bachelor of Science in nursing (BSN) 
degree and will officially graduate from 
Averett tomorrow. The ceremony stems 
from centuries of tradition, and includes 
many significant symbols, from nursing 
caps and pins, to lamps and anointed oil.

“You were called to be a nurse because 
you see nursing as an opportunity to help 
people in need. That is your essence, 
I feel certain,” Averett President Dr. 
Tiffany M. Franks told the graduates.

“The people you will be serving are all 
in need of help,” she continued. “It calls 
for deep, deep commitment and selfless-
ness. You will help with compassion, 
skill, knowledge and a sympathetic ear. 
You epitomize all that nursing is about.”

Graduates from Averett’s 2021 BSN 
program have secured jobs in health 
care facilities across Virginia, North 
Carolina and even Tennessee. The ambi-
tious group is entering into a diverse 
range of nursing areas, including general 
medicine, emergency medicine, labor 

and delivery, intensive and critical care, 
surgical oncology, pediatrics, neurol-
ogy, perioperative and more. Many have 
hopes to continue their education by 
obtaining their master’s and doctorate 
nursing degrees, as well as pursue a 
number of additional, specialty certifi-
cations in areas like emergency nursing 
and paramedic training, among others. 
A couple of them are parents, and one is 
even a grandparent.

Averett school of nursing continues 
treasured tradition, begins new one

See NURSING, page 12A

Submitted photo
Averett’s bachelor’s of science in nursing class of 2021 stand proudly after their pinning ceremony this week.

Submitted photo
Averett’s master’s of science in nursing class of 2021 became the first students to earn their white coats in the school’s history.
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MARY
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of Chatham
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subscribing

to the Star-Tribune!

Spring sports rosters, scores and more inside!

Quick Reads HELP WANTED
Memorial Day 
service
American Legion 
Post 232 in Gretna 
will hold its annual 
Memorial Day ser-
vice Sunday, May 30. 
The speaker this year 
will be post member 
Gary Phillips, min-
ister at Sycamore 
Baptist Church. The 
service will last about 
45 minutes. Please 
bring a chair if you 
prefer to sit.

Free clothes
Grace A Lot Ministries 
is holding “free 
clothes for the family” 
events at 1500 Weal 
Road, Chatham, 
on Saturdays and 
Wednesdays from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Questions can be 
directed to Lisa 
Wiebking at 434-432-
8371.

Climax 
Fire Dept. 
Fundraiser
Climax Volunteer 
Fire Department will 
be hosting a drive-
thru fish dinner 
fundraiser Saturday 
May 22, at the Fire 
Station. $9 per plate. 
Starts at 4:30 p.m. 
Plates include fish, 
hush puppies, corn 
on the cob, coleslaw, 
homemade dessert 
and a drink. Delivery 
is available within 5 
miles of the station. 
Call 434-432-1944 
for information.

Gretna Fire & 
Rescue BBQ
Gretna Fire and 
Rescue, 122 East 
Gretna Road, will 
hold a drive-thru 
BBQ dinner fundrais-
er, Saturday, June 5 
at 5 p.m. The cost 
will be $10 per plate. 
Plates will include 
BBQ, baked beans, 
coleslaw, dessert and 
bottled water. Thank 
you in advance for 
your support.

Chatham Fire 
Dept. BBQ
Chatham Fire 
Department will hold 
a BBQ fundraiser, 
Saturday, May 22 at 
5:30 p.m. The cost 
will be $10 per plate. 
Plates will include 
slaw, baked beans, 
potato salad and a 
drink. You can drive 
thru, walk up or dine 
in.

Gretna street 
dedication
The newly named Dr. 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. Drive, formerly 
East Watts Street, 
will be dedicated on 
Saturday, June 5 at 
11 a.m. The dedica-
tion ceremony will 
be followed by a 
neighborhood block 
part at the Gospel 
Tabernacle Outreach 
Center parking lot at 
105 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr Drive. The 
event will end with 
the “100 clergy in 
Black” march along 
the drive. Contact 
434-238-0195.

By LANIE DAVIS
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Earlier this month, the Womack 
Foundation announced the recipi-
ents of neatly half a million dol-
lars in grant funding for their 2021 
cycle.

Of the $425,000 received by 
area organizations, three Danville 
Public Schools programs received 
$85,000 of those funds. 

For the second year, the George 
Washington High School (GW) 
band received $50,000 in grants 
from the foundation, which Band 
Director Cody Kesling called “a 
dream come true.”

Last year’s donation allowed 
Kesling to purchase much needed 
saxophones, clarinets and flutes, 
as well as finish other instrument 
refurbishment projects.

For a program in which 99 per-
cent of the students play school 
loaned instruments, quality instru-

ments are “crucial” for the success 
of the students.

This year, Kesling is hoping 
to replace the 20-year-old sousa-
phones the band currently has, as 
well as trombones and marching 
drums. The current drums have 
been used for around ten seasons 
and are worn out.

These funds received from 
the Womack Foundation are 
important, Kesling said, because 
it allows the band to buy good 
quality instruments that will pro-
duce good quality sound. Cheaper 
instruments can be purchased on 
Amazon, but they are not repair-
able and will not have good sound.

“Having good instruments 
means that they’re repairable so 
that they’ll have a longer life than 
the typical Amazon instrument,” 
Kesling said. “The quality trans-
lates into better playability, and 
when students can play it better, 

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
A customer and employee exchange cash at the Hardee’s in 
Chatham, which is hiring jobs in every position and during 
every shift.

See GRANTS, page 7A
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By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

With doors and windows 
in Chatham littered with “help 
wanted” signs, finding workers is 
starting to feel like an impossible 
task for many area business own-
ers and operators. What’s worse, 
some now feel like they’re being 
scammed.

Since the start of the COVID-
19 pandemic, the labor force has 
dwindled. Pittsylvania County’s 

workforce has shrunk by 950 peo-
ple since early 2020. 

   Every business 
around here is suf-
fering and shut-
ting down because 
there’s no help.”

Pat’s Place, pic-
tured here, is a 
former diner on 
Chatham’s Main 
Street that will 
see assessment 
activities funded 
by Pittsylvania 
County’s new 
$600,000 EPA 
grant. Officials 
say this grant 
will help boost 
tourism in his-
toric Chatham 
and Gretna.

Chatham employer says 
� nding workers impossible

Despite community input, 
county takes no action on 
music festival ordinance

See WORKERS, page 2A

Lanie Davis/Star-Tribune
During the May 12 meeting, Jonathan Slye, Terri Wecker and 
Cara Fischer with Purpose Driven Events presented their plans 
for events at the Blue Ridge Amphitheater.

By LANIE DAIVS
and ELIAS WEISS

Star-Tribune Staff 

With a music event company 
eyeing a large, four-day rock fes-
tival in Pittsylvania County, offi-
cials elected to not yet update the 
county’s music festival ordinance, 
which would protect the interests 
of citizens, the county and festival 
organizers.

During their work session  
Tuesday, supervisors enumerated 

several potential amendments and 
concerns, which led them to table 
voting on the new ordinance until 
their June meeting.

“You’ve raised enough issues. 
I think we would substantially 
change this enough that I don’t 
think we could vote on this in 
its present form,” said County 
Attorney J. Vaden Hunt. 

Hunt said he reached out to 
event organizers and claimed they 
were not worried about pushing 
enactment of the county’s new 

In new location, Italian 
staple adds southern twist

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

Over the past year, Bella Casa has made a name 
for itself as downtown Chatham’s premier Italian 
eatery. Now opening its doors in a new location, the 
restaurant features a southern twist.

Owner Santos Ayala told the Star-Tribune he 
is excited about the new location, which is in the 
former Old Dutch Foods plaza off Main Street, for 
a number of reasons.

See BELLA CASA, page 9A

Lanie Davis/Star-Tribune

Hargrave holds graduation
Hargrave Military Academy in Chatham held its graduation ceremony for 27 stu-
dents on Friday, May 14. Local students from Danville and Chatham, as well as 
those from as far as Miami, Florida, received diplomas from the school on Friday. 
Pictured: Graduate AJ Walton of Danville takes a moment for a photo with his 
family. Pictured from left to right are aunt Debra Blake, mother Connie Walton, 
AJ Walton and uncle Steven Haley.

Federal injection to revitalize 
historic Chatham, Gretna

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) on 
behalf of its Brownfields Program 
announced Tuesday it has awarded 
$1.2 million in grants to three 
Virginia localities. Pittsylvania 
County is one of those localities, 
and will receive half of that money, 

totaling $600,000 for projects in 
the county and all three of its 
incorporated towns.

A brownfield is a property con-
taminated with hazardous pollut-
ants or contaminants to the extent 
that expansion, redevelopment or 
reuse of the property is dangerous 
and impractical.

“Grants awarded provide com-
munities across the country with 
See BROWNFIELD, page 2A

DPS receives $85,000 in 
Womack Foundation grants

“
See FESTIVAL, page 12A

STAR-TRIBUNE
Volume 151 — No. 6                         Chatham, Virginia                      24 Pages - Three Sections



Page 12A-Star-Tribune, Chatham,Virginia, Wed., May 19, 2021

Personalized Funeral Services | Burials & Cremations | Memorials
Granite Monuments | Pre-Planning Options | Flexible Payment Options
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Compassionate & Professional
Funeral Planning Services
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entire lives. It’s been a really great experience. 
I’ve made a lot of good friends, and it’s all 
around really nice to be around my mom. 
She’s a great teacher.”

His mother was a schoolteacher for 15 
years before having children, Liberty said.

Born and raised on the county side of 
Danville, Liberty has played at Southside 
Soccer Club in Blairs for 12 years. 

“In the fall of 2020, they were getting 
together a U-19 guys’ tournament,” Liberty 
said. “After practicing several times with the 
coach, Jeremy Eubank, he pulled me aside 
and asked me if I was interested in playing in 
college. I was really happy about that. I never 
thought I was good enough—I never thought 
about it, I never planned on it.”

Eubank, the head varsity soccer coach at 
Hargrave Military Academy in Chatham, 
owns Altavista-based consulting fi rm 
Athletic Connection Consulting.

“Aiden will be able to come in day one 
and compete for the start goalkeeper spot 
at Bluefi eld,” said Eubank. “He epitomizes 
what it means to be a student-athlete. He has 
a 4.0 GPA and is a leader on and off the pitch. 
I look forward to seeing him on the fi eld at 
Bluefi eld this fall.”

Liberty worked with Eubank up until 
signing day to realize his newfound dream of 
playing soccer at the collegiate level.

“He got me in contact with eight schools 
that ran with my values and what I needed 
for an education,” Liberty said. “I told him 
I preferred a smaller Christian school with 
not a lot of people, and a really good physical 
therapy or sports medicine program, because 
I want to be physical therapist when I get out 
of college. He really helped me with that.”

Eubank immediately recognized Liberty’s 
aptitude because of the athleticism he 
exhibited. It takes a serious degree of skill 
for a homeschooler in a recreational league to 
show that kind of post-grad potential, he said.

“Aiden is quick with his feet and gets 
down well for a goalkeeper of his size,” said 
Eubank. “His size and feet will translate well 
for the college game. He will be to help them 
immediately.” 

Liberty participated in a showcase at the 
University of Lynchburg, where he fi rst 
connected with coach Justin Morton from 
Bluefi eld College. 

“I was able to talk to coach Morton about 
all the different things about Bluefi eld, and 
that really went extremely well,” Liberty 
said.

Liberty also got calls form Carolina 
University (Winston-Salem, N.C.) and 
Trinity Baptist College (Jacksonville, Fla.) 
after the showcase.

“It was a really cool, God-given experience 
to go through all of that,” Liberty said. “I 
fi nally landed on Bluefi eld, because coach 
Morton’s playing style, coaching style and 
personality really resonate with me. I really 
like him, he’s a good man, and I like what his 
school has to offer.”

Bluefi eld College, located in southwest 
Virginia directly on the West Virginia state 
line, is a private Christian school with an 
enrollment of just 700 students.

The Rams look forward to an Aug. 13 
opening day at home against the Carlow 
University (Pa.) Celtics.

Liberty
Continued from page 3A

ordinance by one month.
Other concerns raised included 

restrictions around events and sound 
levels on Sundays before 1 p.m., insurance 
liability, enforcing parental supervision 
of children at events and taxing event 
planners at the time of the event, rather 
than at the time of issuing a special use 
permit.

Much of the discussion of this issue 
with the community happened via a 
community meeting held on Wednesday, 
May 12, in which stakeholders and 
citizens, as well as festival organizers 
came together to discuss the ordinance 
revisions and specifi c details about how 
both the stakeholders and organizers 
would work together to meet expectations.

In March, Purpose Driven Events, 
organizers of the Blue Ridge Rock 
Festival, acquired the former White Oak 
Amphitheater on Carson Lester Lane in 
Blairs. According to Terri Wecker, chief 
operations offi cer of Purpose Driven 
Events, the company was looking for 
a new place to hold the festival, after 
holding it in Amherst and Concord in the 
past. The former White Oak Amphitheater 
gave them the size and kept the rural space 
they desired to continue the festival.

“We looked all over for something that 
also had the small town feel, that had 
that community that our fans had grown 
to love and were passionate about and 
that also fi t the needs of what a music 
venue needed as well,” Wecker said. “...
We loved what Pittsylvania County had 
to offer more so than any of the other 
properties we viewed.”

The company planned to move forward 
with their 2021 festival at the location, 
which they are leasing with an option to 
buy, now called Blue Ridge Amphitheater. 
The festival would consist of four days, 
six stages and 180+ bands, according 
to their website. Purpose Driven Events 
CEO Jonathan Slye said 2019’s event saw 
upwards of 25,000 people in attendance. 
The company itself has been promoting 
shows for the past 10 years and is “no 
strangers to festivals and events.”

They also have four other events 
planned for the amphitheater this year, 
including Christian and country music 
festivals.

After the company acquired the local 
amphitheater, Pittsylvania County 
Director of Community Development 
Emily Ragsdale said the county “dove 
headfi rst” into updating the music festival 
ordinances, which was adopted in the 
1960s and updated in 1973 and 1991.

“At that time, staff started looking at 
our music festival ordinance because the 
amphitheater by itself is a use permitted 
by right under their zoning classifi cation 
of M2, so the only regulatory agent we 
had was the music festival ordinance,” 
Ragsdale said. “...Staff decided that it 
was time to take a hard look at this and 
provide major updates so we can make 
sure that we’re protecting not only the 
neighboring properties in the county, but 
also anyone attending the events and the 
promoter of those events.”

The county reached out to the festival 
organizers to make them aware of the 
ordinance.

In April, the Pittsylvania County Board 
of Supervisors voted to stop accepting 
applications for permits relating to 
the music festival ordinance while the 
updates were being made. 

For these updates, the county reached 
out to several agency stakeholders that 
would be needed to make sure any festival 
runs smoothly.

“We brought all of the agencies in 
the room that would have input on 
the ordinance, such as the Virginia 
Department of Health, VDOT, ABC, all 
of our county departments that would 
have input,” Ragsdale said. “We asked 
them to give us feedback, to look at the 
area [they] regulate and tell us what needs 
to be changed.”

The revisions made to the ordinance so 
far have been focused on sound and light, 
fi re and EMS, traffi c, insurance and bonds 
and security and crowd control.

The ordinance would also require a 
site plan that shows the layout of the 
festival to be submitted and approved 
by the county’s community development 
department.

For light and sound, light would not 
be able to spill over into neighboring 
properties, and sound could not 
negatively impact surrounding areas and 
would have to stay within the county’s 
noise ordinance, under the current draft. 
A light and sound plan would also have to 
be submitted to community development. 

A plan for providing food, water and 
lodging would also need to be approved 
by community development, as well as 
the local health department.

A plan for parking facilities and 
traffi c control, approved by the Virginia 
Department of Transportation, would 
have to make sure that festival traffi c did 
not impede the fl ow to Highway 29 or on 
R & L Smith Road. 

Jay Craddock, assistant resident 
engineer for the Virginia Department of 
Transportation, said at the meeting that 
the traffi c control plan must ensure safe 
ingress and egress and assist the fl ow of 
traffi c. 

A plan for medical facilities and EMS 
coverage and an adequate fi re plan will 
need to be approved by county public 
safety. Mike Lee, deputy director of 
public safety, said it is the department’s 
job to protect property and save lives, 
which is what they intend to do for music 
festivals in the future. Keeping fi re and 
EMS on scene as well as making sure 
any pyrotechnics used are safe would be 
a priority for the department to mitigate 
any emergencies.

A security and crowd control plan 
would need to be approved by the Sheriff’s 
Department. Sheriff Mike Taylor said the 
safety of the community and those who 
attend the festival are of importance, so 
the department would develop a plan 
by looking into other localities’ best 
practices for these types of events, under 
the current draft.

“We will enforce the law,” Taylor said. 
“If we see unlawful acts happening, there 
will be arrests. We’re not going to hold 
back, and we will maintain peace and 
order. We look for a good event.”

A plan for adequate sanitation facilities 
and garbage, trash and sewage disposal 
would also need to be approved by public 
works.

Under the current draft of the ordinance, 
event organizers would have to provide a 
minimum $1 million in general liability 
coverage for the event, as well as secure a 
$500,000 bond to ensure that all elements 
of the ordinance will be met.

At the community meeting, 
representatives of Purpose Driven Events 
also had the opportunity to present their 
plans for adhering to the requirements of 
the ordinance, including detailed site plan, 
a traffi c plan done by an outside company, 
directional speakers for surround noise 
reduction and more.

The group does plan to add another 
roadway space to allow for an additional 
entrance for fi re and EMS for quick 
access to the property, which was a safety 
question posed by citizens.

They plan to bring temporary 
infrastructure into the more than 150-acre 
property for stages, lighting, restroom 
facilities and more. 

County residents at the event, most 
living nearby, had questions regarding 
the safety of their property and work 
being done to ready the property for such 
a large event. Others expressed their 
concerns about traffi c, especially since 
there is currently only one way to access 
the amphitheater and campground. 

Wednesday’s meeting was also not 
the fi rst time citizens came together to 
discuss concerns relating to the traffi c, as 
well as noise, of events at the Blue Ridge 
Amphitheater. Neighbors in the R & L 
Smith Road area have held meetings at 
White Oak Church to discuss these issues.

Kathy Nixon, a resident nearby, 
expressed concerns about a large group 
of people essentially moving into her 
community for four days. 

“It’s not just a two-day festival,” she 
said. “This is people coming to live in 
our community for several days, and [we 
have] no assurance to protect us.”

Another neighbor Glenda Clark-Motley 
wondered what could be done about the 
sound, which she hopes will not be heard 
inside her house. She also questioned how 
festival traffi c would affect those living in 
the neighborhood, which also only has 
one way in and out.

However, after a second meeting held 
Thursday at the White Oak Church, 
Clark-Motley said county offi cials were 
fi nally addressing their concerns, and she 
was hopeful of an outcome that could best 
serve everyone.

Because the board of supervirors 
decided not to take action at their 
meeting Tuesday night, Purpose Driven 
Events will have to wait to submit their 
application for a permit to hold the rock 
festival, which is still set for September. 

Festival
Continued from page 1A
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Quick Reads

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

RINGGOLD, Va. — Residents of 
Pittsylvania County’s Mountain Hill 
community are unhappy. They are 
unhappy with a lot of things: their 
representation in county govern-
ment, their perceived subjugation by 
First Piedmont Corporation and their 
unanswered pleas to the Department 
of Environmental Quality. They 
say the First Piedmont landfill in 
their backyards has degraded their 
lives to an unlivable quality—fear, 
sickness and exasperation dominate 
their day-to-day. But the landfill 
has existed in that very location for 
nearly 50 years, leading officials on 
the other side to question the tim-
ing of the community’s latest cry 
for help.

“Residents of our area have 
lived with intolerable permeating 
odor, wind-blown trash and resi-
dent vultures for many years,” said 
Mountain Hill resident Adrienne 
Sheets. “Frequent ongoing appeals 
to the DEQ, county board of super-
visors, First Piedmont management 
and Ben Davenport himself have 
been ignored or minimized and 
rationalized by the responsible par-
ties. No one shows concern or inter-
est in helping to solve our communi-
ty problems created by the landfill.”

Sheets is part of a homegrown spe-
cial interest group called “Save our 
Rural Community.” Ben Davenport, 

the founder and chairman of 
First Piedmont, called the 
group members “irrational 
people,” but admitted he still 
takes the community’s con-
cerns very seriously.

“We are aggressively trying 
to abate this. It’s the nature 
of a landfill—it smells. As it 
ages, it decays,” Davenport 
said. “Frankly, they should 
appreciate the fact that a com-
pany is so community-minded 
that it wants to really try to do 
something about this. I’ve had 
educated people make accusa-
tions that I felt like were not 
true. Sometimes, it’s just as 
well not to know the truth. It’s 
convenient.”

County Administrator 
David Smitherman said that 
he was skeptical of the com-
munity’s recent outcry after 
nearly 50 years of living with 
the landfill.

“I find it very peculiar why 
this is the topic de jour today 
at this juncture,” Smitherman 
said. “But that’s fine. Every 
time there is a complaint or hint 
of noncompliance, it is vigor-
ously investigated.”

On Monday, June 7, Timothy 
Chesher began the process 
of filing candidacy to run to 
replace incumbent Joe Davis 
for the Dan River District seat 

ACCUSATIONS PILE UP ON 
BOTH SIDES OF LANDFILL

Black pot 
chicken
dinner
fundraiser
Climax Volunteer 
Fire Department 
will be hosting a 
Drive-Thru Black 
Pot Chicken 
Dinner Fundraiser 
Saturday, June 19 
at the Fire Station. 
$9.00 per plate. 
Starts at 4:30 p.m. 
Plates include 
black pot chicken, 
baked beans, corn 
on the cob, roll, 
homemade des-
sert and a drink. 
Drive-thru pickup 
(No pre-orders on 
pickup orders). 
Delivery available 
within 5 miles of 
the station. If you 
wish to have your 
order delivered, 
call 434-432-1944 
by 4 p.m. June 19 
to place your order.

20th annual 
Run for Justice 
5K
Race Director John 
Wilt is announcing 
the 20th Annual 
“Run for Justice” 
Kid’s 2K, 5K walk 
or run and 10K 
community events 
scheduled for 
Saturday, June 12.  
All events will be 
staged at Angler’s 
Park and River 
Walk Trail starting 
at 9 a.m. The Kid’s 
Run begins at 9:10 
a.m. The annual 
“Run for Justice” 
features awards, 
refreshments and 
door prizes. Race 
flyers have been 
mailed or walk-
ers or runners can 
pick up a registra-
tion form at The 
Brick Running & 
Tri Store, 410 Main 
Street. Participants 
can also regis-
ter at the Danville 
Running & Fitness 
Club Website or 
at active.com. The 
“Run for Justice” is 
one of the activities 
of the American 
Criminal Justice 
A s s o c i a t i o n -
Lambda Alpha 
Upsilon’s Alpha 
Upsilon Lambda 
P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Chapter. For infor-
mation, call race 
director and chap-
ter advisor John 
Wilt at 434-770-
8822.

Free clothes
Grace A Lot 
Ministries is hold-
ing “free clothes for 
the family” events 
at 1500 Weal 
Road, Chatham, 
on Saturdays and 
Wednesdays from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Questions can be 
directed to Lisa 
Wiebking at 434-
432-8371.

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Mountain Hill resident Adrienne Sheets shows the proximity of the 
landfill to a residential backyard on Cedar Road.

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Danville pitcher Gavin Kinney slings a dime versus the Pulaski River Turtles 
Thursday night.

PLAY BALL

Otterbots win inaugural contest in 
13-1 rout of River Turtles
By ELIAS WEISS

Star-Tribune News Editor

The Danville Otterbots (3-1) won their 
first ever game as a new Appy League 
franchise in a 13-1 rout of the Pulaski 
River Turtles (0-4) at American Legion Field 
Thursday night.

Danville City Councilman Lee Vogler 
threw out the inaugural pitch. Danville 
Mayor Alonzo Jones, Danville City Attorney 
Clarke Whitfield Jr. and Director of Parks 
and Recreation Bill Sgrinia rounded out the 
dignitaries in attendance.

The Otterbots also unveiled their new 
mascot last night—Scotter the Otter, a trib-
ute to renowned Danville stock car racer and 
sports trailblazer Wendell Scott.

Pitcher Gavin Kinney recorded a strike on 
the club’s first ever pitch. With two on and 
two out in the bottom of the fourth inning, 
Danville’s Jevin Relaford would bat in Ryan 
Carr to record the first ever Otterbots run.

Pulaski’s defensive wilts versus 
Danville

Pulaski went up 1-0 in the top of the third 
inning. That single run would conclude the 
Turtles’ offensive productivity for the eve-
ning.

Danville first baseman Chenar Brown 
See OTTERBOTS, page 2A

A half century-long battle in southeast Pittsylvania County is warming up

See LANDFILL, page 12A

New
candidate
seeks to
replace

Davis on
board of

supervisors
Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune

First Piedmont personnel work to cover one 
cell of the Ringgold landfill site early Monday 
morning.

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
The Otterbots unveiled their new mas-
cot Thursday night: Scotter the Otter, a 
tribute to renowned Danville stock car 
racer Wendell Scott.

Kacey Martin/Star-Tribune
Pittsylvania County Board of Supervisors Chairman 
Bob Warren speaks at Thursday night’s meeting.

By KACEY MARTIN
Star-Tribune Intern

County residents of the 
Blairs-Hwy 29 area met 
on the evening of June 
3 at White Oak Worship 
Center to voice their con-
cerns about the Blue Ridge 
Amphitheater and the Blue 
Ridge Rock Festival, a 
large-scale event scheduled 
by Purpose Driven Events 
for September 2021. 
Representatives from local 
governing agencies and 
departments were present 
to answer citizens’ ques-
tions regarding the heavily 
debated event.

The meeting was orga-
nized by Glenda Clark, 
Kathy Nixon and Darrell 
Campbell and included 
guest speakers from Public 
Safety, the Environmental 
Health Department, the 
Sheriff’s Department, 
the Virginia State Police 

Department, Virginia 
ABC Bureau of Law 
Enforcement, Pittsylvania 
County Community 
Development and the 
Pittsylvania County Board 
of Supervisors, as well as a 
report from VDOT.

Concerns ranged from 
sanitation to parking to 
noise levels, and residents 
took turns presenting their 
questions to the representa-
tives. 

One citizen pinpointed 
uncertainty as a key factor 
in the widespread concern: 
“There are just so many 
unanswered questions, and 
I think that’s why all of us 
are worried.”

Chris Slemp, the cur-
rent Public Safety Director, 
made comparisons between 
Pittsylvania County and 
other areas he’s worked, 
including Franklin County, 
Richmond and Myrtle 

See MUSIC, page 2A

County hears 
concerns of 
citizens over 
music festival
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Beach. Slemp identifi ed the county’s 
unique and unpredictable weather as 
his primary concern for an event of this 
size but alluded to the practical solution 
of working with the National Weather 
Service to create a specifi c forecast for the 
White Oak Mountain location.

Slemp also provided clarifi cation 
regarding the Public Safety Department’s 
intentions for providing Emergency 
Medical Services at the expense of 
the event company, with at least one 
ambulance for every 2500 people present.

Briana Bill, Environmental Health 
Manager at Virginia Department of Health, 
explained the Health Department’s role in 
regulating the food and camping aspects of 
an event like the Blue Ridge Rock Festival, 
getting into the specifi cs of food vendor 
inspections, greywater management, 
campsite requirements, waste disposal and 
potable water importation.

According to Emily Ragsdale, Director 
of Community Development, Purpose 
Driven Events will be required to submit a 
number of plans for the September festival, 
including a site plan, a plan for sanitation 
facilities, a plan for food, water and 
lodging for eventgoers, a plan for medical 
facilities and EMS coverage, a parking and 
traffi c control plan, a fi re protection plan, 
a plan for outdoor lighting, a sound plan 
from an engineer and a security and crowd 
control plan.

Ragsdale explained that the event 
company is currently unable to submit 
the aforementioned plans until the music 
festival ordinance is updated and adopted 
by the Board of Supervisors. 

Mr. Owen, a local resident, voiced his 
opinion regarding what he considered to 
be the ideal attitude toward an event of this 
size: “Everybody has got to assume the 
worst to prepare for the best.”

Sheriff Mike Taylor offered some 
insight into the Sheriff’s Department’s 
approach to the event. Both the Sheriff’s 
Department and the VA State Police 
have been contacting those 
involved with comparable 
previous events in 
surrounding areas to identify 
potential problems and take 
preventative measures.

“The laws will be 
applied…And we will be 
fair with the people,” Sheriff 
Taylor said. 

From the meeting 
attendees, there was an 
overall posture of gratitude 
toward the Sheriff’s Offi ce 
and State Police for their 
efforts in upholding the 
wellbeing of all Pittsylvania 
County residents.

Throughout the meeting, 
some presented a wide 
variety of complaints about 
the festival’s potential to 
disrupt daily life for local 
homeowners. One citizen, 
Mr. Bray, described his 
disappointment at having to 
sacrifi ce the quiet atmosphere 

that drew him to the area.
“To me, this is tantamount to noise 

pollution. Not to mention all the other 
pollution…And I’m really mad. I just 
moved out here for peace and quiet and 
enjoyment,” Mr. Bray said. “I don’t care 
what genre of music it is—it is going to 
impede, impose upon and impact my quiet 
enjoyment.”

Tensions rose over the issue of the 
music festival ordinance currently under 
revision. Robert Warren, chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors, sought to decelerate 
the mounting frustration directed toward 
the Board for their role in either approving 
or opposing the event.

“We have to represent 64,000 citizens…
We’re trying to serve you all the best we 
can,” Warren said. “We’re trying to put the 
best ordinance in place. We’ve got every 
agency involved, and we’ve asked them to 
be as stringent as possible—to protect you 
all.”

The Board chairman emphasized the 
importance of considering the matter 
from other citizens’ perspectives, citing 
feedback he’s received from those in favor 
of the music festival, such as the event’s 
potential to attract tourists to the area 
and provide an opportunity for fun in a 
world still healing from the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Warren highlighted examples of steps 
already taken by the Board of Supervisors 
to alleviate citizens’ concerns to make 
the event a more positive experience 
for everyone, such as requesting that the 
event start time be moved from 1:00 PM 
to a later time, to allow for crowds leaving 
from church services on Sunday afternoon.

“I’ll hear [the music] too…but we as 
citizens have to look at the big picture, not 
just the little picture. We do have to protect 
our little picture, and that’s what we’re 
trying to do,” Warren said.

The Board of Supervisors will meet 
June 15 at 7:00 PM to discuss the music 
festival ordinance.

Music
Continued from page 1A

would knock in outfi elder C.J. Cepicky 
with an RBI single in the fi fth. A bad throw 
to fi rst on a would-be out lodged Pulaski’s 
catcher with an error and allowed the go-
ahead run.

One at-bat later saw Caleb Cali on base. 
A single by Carr sent Cali to third after yet 
another error at second. Two pitches later, 
he would score on an error at home plate.

By the eighth inning, the River Turtles 
had recorded seven errors to Danville’s 
one.

Dusting off the cobwebs in 
breakout inning

An error at fi rst left the bases loaded 
again for the Bots in the bottom of the 
sixth. When the Turtles walked Cepicky 
with no outs, catcher Ryan Hampe walked 
home. Brown’s single tallied two RBIs, 
with one Bot crossing the dish uncontested 
and the second dodging the tag to make it 
5-1. 

The next at-bat saw another two-run 
RBI. Cali made contact again to pile on the 
growing lead and put up a six-run defi cit 
on Pulaski. Before the inning was over, a 
long ball down the center fi eld gap coupled 
with an error at home plate would send 
another pair of Otterbots home.

The River Turtles tucked their tails 
between their legs and headed into the 
seventh inning stretch down 10-1 as the 
crowd sang “Take me out to the ballgame.”

Expectations of front offi ce, fans 
exceeded

Pulaski couldn’t generate consistent 
offensive opportunities against the 
Otterbots. The Turtles held Danville to 
three scoreless innings before the Bots 
broke away and dominated the remainder 
of the contest.

After an RBI knocked in by Danville 
outfi elder Morgan Colopy and a triple by 
Relaford in the eighth to tally the 13th 
Danville run, the Bots offered mercy to 
the Turtles and closed the curtain on their 
offensive showcase.

A strikeout in the top of the ninth would 
call game as the 1,232 fans in attendance 
at American Legion Stadium cheered for 
the home team.

“To open up the season at home with 
a win in general is pretty cool, but we 
still have game to play and we’re up by 
12 runs,” said General Manager Austin 
Scher during the ninth inning. “This is 
phenomenal. I could not ask for a better 
fi rst night. It’s awesome.”

Otterbots fans endured rainfall and stuck 
it out to the fi nal pitch as the franchise 
stamped history with its inaugural win.

“It’s always a craps shoot when a team 
has 45 minutes together before they play 
their fi rst game,” Scher said. “But after 
talking to the coaching staff, after knowing 
who some of these guys were—I felt 
confi dent.”

AJ Fritz and Caleb Cali combined 4-8, 
triple, two doubles, fi ve RBI Thursday 
night in the Bots’ 13-1 blowout of Pulaski.

Otterbots
Continued from page 1A

Submitted photo

New ACJA-LAE member
Cynthia Phillips (center) receives her ACJA-LAE membership materials at 
Firehouse Subs. Pictured with Cynthia is Shirley Redd (Sergeant-at-Arms) 
and John Wilt, Chapter Advisor to ACJA-LAE’s Alpha Upsilon Lambda 
Professional Chapter.

OPENING HOURS
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Locals declare candidacy for public office Page 7A

Quick Reads

Pancake 
breakfast
Chatham Fire 
Department will 
hold a pancake 
breakfast on 
Saturday, June 
19 from 8 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. At $10 
per plate, guests 
will receive pan-
cakes, juice, cof-
fee and eggs. Dine 
in or take out at 
35 Depot Street in 
Chatham.

Food and 
clothing drive
The Union Hall 
Baptist Church 
food and cloth-
ing ministry will 
be open Saturday, 
July 3 from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon with 
food and clothing 
of all types. The 
address is 6861 
Strawberry Road, 
right across from 
Union Hall Baptist 
Church. Questions 
may be directed to 
434-724-4354 or 
434-250-8964. 

Fried chicken 
dinner
The Cascade 
Ruritan Club will 
be having a fried 
chicken dinner on 
Saturday, June 19, 
from 5-7 p.m. at 
the club building on 
Huntington Trail. 
This will be a drive-
in dinner only. No 
dinners served 
inside. The meal 
consist of chick-
en, baked beans, 
baked potato, slaw, 
dessert, roll and 
drink for $8. You 
won’t even have 
to get out of your 
car. Come early 
and get it while it 
lasts. If you have 
any questions, call 
Judy at 434-685-
4000.

Black pot 
chicken 
dinner 
fundraiser
Climax Volunteer 
Fire Department 
will be hosting a 
Drive-Thru Black 
Pot Chicken 
Dinner Fundraiser 
Saturday, June 19 
at the Fire Station. 
$9.00 per plate. 
Starts at 4:30 p.m. 
Plates include 
black pot chicken, 
baked beans, corn 
on the cob, roll, 
homemade des-
sert and a drink. 
Drive-thru pickup 
(No pre-orders on 
pickup orders). 
Delivery available 
within 5 miles of 
the station. If you 
wish to have your 
order delivered, 
call 434-432-1944 
by 4 p.m. June 19 
to place your order.

Music festival ordinance passed
By ELIAS WEISS

Star-Tribune News Editor

After months of scrupulous work 
both internally and through a series 
of organized interactions with the 
public, the Pittsylvania County 
Board of Supervisors Tuesday night 
voted to approve a new music fes-
tival ordinance for the first time in 
nearly 30 years—and fewer than 
90 days ahead of the massive Blue 
Ridge Rock Festival poised for the 

Blue Ridge Amphitheater Blairs.
Pittsylvania County’s music fes-

tival ordinance was written into 
law in the 1970s and was updat-
ed only once in the early 1990s. 
Chairman Bob Warren (Chatham-
Blairs) described the county as 
being in “a really vulnerable situa-
tion” under the outdated ordinance, 
which described music festivals 
only as musical events lasting more 
than six hours. After the board 
elected not to take action at its 
May business meeting, community 

development staff introduced five 
final revisions to the new ordinance 
Tuesday afternoon.

Under the final draft of the 
ordinance, event organizers will 
be required to show proof of $2 
million general liability insurance. 
Events anticipating more than 
10,000 attendees will necessitate $4 
million general liability insurance, 
but supervisors have the authority 
to increase that number as they see 
fit.

Addressing concerns previously 

raised involving parental supervi-
sion at music festivals, the new 
code specifies that age restrictions 
must be placed on the ticket by 
event organizers as a part of the 
permit process. Additionally, any 
festival coming to the Blue Ridge 
Amphitheater is subject to tax rates 
at the time of the festival, not at the 
time of receiving the permit. Tax 
rates will not be grandfathered in 
under the new ordinance.

Other revisions include a 

HIGHLIGHT
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Neftali Cabrales/Star-Tribune
VIP Bins owners Joe Lomonico, Austin Milam and bookkeeper 
Victoria Gilliam welcome customers to the store on opening day. 

By NEFTALI CABRALES
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Just three weeks ago, two friends 
had the idea to open up a store 
together. On Friday morning, that 
idea became a reality for VIP Bins 
owners Joe Lomonico and Austin 
Milam. 

“I decided to just say let’s go for 
it and let’s open up a store,” Milam 
said. “And in three weeks time, here 
we are.”

Milam’s girlfriend, Victoria 
Gilliam, and Lomonico’s fiancé, 
Paige Mayhew, both work as book-
keepers for the store. Gilliam said 
she is happy to be a part of this new 
project. 

“Me and Paige had no decision 
to make but to jump on board,” she 
said.

A bin store is a discount retail 
store with a treasure hunt or Black 
Friday buying frenzy theme. They 
do this by dumping overstock mer-

SeeVIP, page 2A

VIP Bins holds grand 
opening Danville 

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

The Danville Otterbots wel-
comed their furry, four-foot-
ed friends to American Legion 
Stadium for its first ever Bark in 
the Park event Wednesday eve-
ning.

“When it comes down to it, 
you don’t want to leave the dog 
at home,” said team owner Ryan 
Keur. “You’re having all this fun 
at the ballpark, might as well let 

the dog enjoy it too.”
Although the Bots (4-4) fell 4-2 

to the Pulaski River Turtles (3-6), 
canine fans enjoyed the game for 
just $2 per pup.

“Bark in the Park to me has 
always been one of my favor-
ite nights at the ballpark,” said 
General Manager Austin Scher. 
“For a lot of people, when you 
work a day job and have your dog 
stuck at home, once you get home, 
you don’t want to leave your dog 
again.”

IT’S RAINING 
BOTS AND DOGS

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Scotter the Otter is flanked by Samantha Woods holding her 
dog, Harley, on the left, and Darryl Woods on the right. 

See DOGS, page 5A

Submitted photo
Pittsylvania County Administrator David Smitherman speaks with 
Morgan Olson employees at the company’s one-year anniversary 
celebration in Ringgold last Tuesday.

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

Morgan Olson last week cele-
brated its one-year anniversary in 
Pittsylvania County.

The site’s 440 employees enjoyed 
a barbeque feast Tuesday afternoon, 
attended by Pittsylvania County 
Administrator David Smitherman.

“On the one-year anniversary of 
Morgan Olson beginning production 
on its walk-in vans, the company 

is already one of the largest private 
employers not just in Pittsylvania 
County, but the entire region,” 
Smitherman said.

The Sturgis, Michigan-based alu-
minum vehicle company has three 
total operations, with the other locat-
ed in Loudon, Tennessee. Morgan 
Olson’s Ringgold operation is both 
the newest and the largest of its 
facilities.

“The Ringgold site is by far the 
largest of the three production sites at 

Morgan Olson celebrates first 
anniversary in Pittsylvania Co.

See ANNIVERSARY, page 2A

Employers
requiring 
proof of 
vaccine

Final 
clinic 
held at 
Danville 
Mall

By KACEY MARTIN
Star-Tribune Intern

On Saturday, many came to 
the Danville Mall to receive 
their first or second dose of 
the Pfizer COVID-19 vac-
cination. This was the last 
scheduled clinic at the for-
mer JCPenney location for the 
time being. 

Dr. Scott J. Spillmann is 
the current health director for 
the Pittsylvania-Danville and 
Southside Health Districts, 
as well as overseeing four 
other health departments in 
Virginia. Spillmann provided 
some insight into why this 
was the last planned clinic at 
the Danville Mall for now, 
while also commending the 
mall owners for their gener-
osity in allowing the health 
department to temporarily 

See CLINIC, page 2A

By NEFTALI CABRALES
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

The mask mandate for the 
State of Virginia was lifted on 
May 28 in order to comply 
with current CDC Guidelines. 

The CDC guidelines state 
that fully vaccinated individu-
als do not have to wear masks 
in most indoor settings, except 
on public transit, in healthcare 
facilities and in congregate set-
tings. Those who are unvac-
cinated or not fully vaccinated 
are strongly encouraged to 
wear masks in all settings.

Current guidelines also give 
businesses the ability to require 
masks in their establishments. 
Employees who work in cer-
tain business sectors—includ-
ing restaurants, retail, fitness, 
personal care and entertain-
ment—must continue to wear 
masks unless fully vaccinated.

O’Kelly’s manager Torrance 
Harrston told the Star-Tribune 
that, since all unvaccinated 
employees are required to wear 

See PROOF, page 2A

County also greenlights increase in food, beverage, lodging taxes

See ORDINANCE, page 14A



Page 14A-Star-Tribune, Chatham,Virginia, Wed., June 16, 2021

FREE
APPETIZER

6PM until 9PM

Crab, Lobster, Shrimp, Crawfish, Clams & Mussels
3244 Riverside Drive, Danville, VA 24541

434-857-2526 • 434-857-5071
www.redcrabdanville.com

Hours: Sun-Thurs 12-10p • Fri & Sat 12-11p

when you purchase
daily specials!

F r e s h  s e a f o o d  &
f u l l  l i q u o r  b a r

F r e s h  s e a f o o d  & 
f u l l  l i q u o r  b a r

GET A

2
(Does not include wings, oysters, crab cakes, or crab meat 

fries. Please ask server for details.) Can not combine with any 
other promotions or discount. Dine-in only.**

Come By For Live Music
MONDAY, 

WEDNESDAY, 
AND FRIDAY!

Submitted photo

Gretna bus driver retires at 81
Myrna Crider Richardson, age 81, of Gretna, retired this June after 45 years of 
dedicated service as a bus driver for Pittsylvania County Schools. She began 
driving in 1976 and transported hundreds of students to and from Gretna 
and Hurt Elementary Schools, often driving multiple generations of the same 
families. In addition to her work in Pittsylvania County Schools, she has 
simultaneously worked as an in-home caregiver.
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Thank you for voting us 
Best Fast Food

in Pittsylvania County!

NOW HIRING!

Drive Thru &
Walkup Window

DRIVE THRU & WALK-UP WINDOW
CALL IN ORDERS:  

434-836-3003 
www.mamapossums.com
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Danville Otterbots | 302 River Park Drive | Danville, VA 24540

BASEBALL IS
DANVILLE

BACK!

OTTERBOTS MERCH
NOW AVAILABLE!
SHIRTS | HOODIES | CAPS

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 16 - 11AM
vs. Burlington Sock Puppets

SATURDAY, JUNE 19 - 7PM
vs. Princeton WhistlePigs

SUNDAY, JUNE 20 - 5PM
vs. Princeton WhistlePigs

BUY YOUR 

TICKETS!

(434)554-
4487

PLAY BALL!

Don’t miss OUT ON

THIRSTY THURSDAYS
– $1 DRAFTS! –

PLUS...

decrease in legal severity with regard to 
those who may break this ordinance, from 
criminal down to civil charges, as well as 
a fee schedule based off of the number of 
attendees to be somewhere in the ballpark 
of $1 per ticket, payable to the county.

Before the board would bring its 
judgment, four citizens appeared for the 
public hearing at 7 p.m. Tuesday night to 
share their final thoughts.

Neighborhood resident Joey Bray said 
he is not opposed to the music venue, but 
is worried about his property being located 
directly in the corridor between U.S. 
Highway 29 and Route 41.

“Those of us on R & L Smith Road...
We sure would like to enjoy a quiet and 
peaceful premises,” he said to the board. 
“Please help us to get that.”

Local resident Kathy Nixon said she is 
still nervous about the new code, but is 
choosing to remain optimistic.

“Please continue to take this seriously 
all the way to the end,” she addressed the 
board. “Show us our concerns matter.”

Although the new revisions to the 
ordinance passed, Warren said, “We still 
need to do some work.”

“We’re trying to do the best job we 
possibly can to address the concerns of the 
citizens,” Warren said. “We want to make 
the right decision from one end of this 
board to the other.”

Under the new code, event organizers 
still have to apply for an individual 
permit to execute any festival at the 
Blue Ridge Amphitheater. To obtain the 
permit, organizers must provide thorough 
insight into their site plans, security 
measures, transportation, lights and sound 
equipment, facilities and sewage, and other 
details. Sheriff Mike Taylor has devised an 
appropriate ratio of deputies to attendees at 
each event, scaling with size of attendance, 
and Virginia State Police will monitor 
local roadways.

Warren said the first event will likely be 
the most inconvenient as the community 
goes through “growing pains.”

Supervisors voted unanimously, 7-0, to 
adopt the new code.

New tax options
At its finance committee meeting 

early Tuesday afternoon, the board of 
supervisors’ four-member committee 
discussed seven possible new revenue 
avenues, approving next steps for two.

Pittsylvania County Finance Director 
Kim Van Der Hyde enumerated the 
following tax considerations, each of which 
aims to diversify the county’s tax revenue 
away from county real estate owners: an 
increase in food and beverage tax from 4 
percent to 6 percent; a transient occupancy 
tax for people staying in campers, hotels, 
bed & breakfasts etc. for 30 days or less; 
a disposable plastic bags tax; a fire tax; a 
cigarette tax; a marijuana tax; and a relook 
at the cable franchise fee.

Based on her research, Van Der Hyde 

estimated the county could generate 
$775,000 from a cigarette tax, based on 
data from other counties. She also noted 
the 2 percent increase in the county’s meals 
tax would generate an additional $375,000, 
and that establishing a transient occupancy 
tax would rake in $12,000-$15,000 of out-
of-town dollars during September’s rock 
music festival alone.

Weighing in on the disposable plastic 
bag tax proposition, County Attorney 
J. Vaden Hunt said, “It’s a great debate 
in the state. A lot of localities say it 
doesn’t move the needle enough to do 
it. It disproportionately affects poor and 
minority groups. That would be the one we 
are the least warm and keen on.”

Joe Davis (Dan River) concurred, 
saying the tax would be a “poor business 
practice.” Warren said, “I think the plastic 
bag tax is a horrible idea.”

On the topic of a fire tax, County 
Administrator David Smitherman said, 
“Fire tax is something we should continue 
to talk about,” given the unreasonable 
expectation for the county’s many volunteer 
fire departments to raise enough money 
for $600,000-$1 million apparatuses with 
raffles and drive-through dinners.

“It’s time for Pittsylvania County to stop 
putting the burden of tax on landowners,” 
Warren said. “It is time to find other 
avenues...to help outside sources pay. That 
is what successful, prosperous localities 
do.”

The finance committee noted that the 
fire tax would be usable for fire only; not 
for EMS or any other purpose.

Smitherman said that the fire tax would, 
“absolutely offset your real estate tax in a 
fairly significant way.”

Ron Scearce (Westover) voiced his 
concern that the fire tax would decrease 
public donations to the volunteer fire 
departments.

Committee members would go on to 
vote 4-0 to move forward and arrange for 
public hearings in July for two of the tax 
options: an increase from 4 percent to 6 
percent on meals tax in the county, and a 4 
percent transient occupancy tax to be split 
down the middle with the Olde Dominion 
Agricultural Center (ODAC), to be used 
for agrotourism.

“I am for the 4 percent transient 
occupancy tax because ODAC is 
advocating on behalf of the board of 
supervisors,” Davis said.

Those two public hearings will be 
scheduled shortly. The other revenue 
options introduced by Van Der Hyde, with 
the exception of the plastic bag tax, will 
continue to undergo research by county 
staff for future consideration.

The finance committee also noted that 
Keeling Volunteer Fire Department and 
Callands Volunteer Fire Department are 
the two volunteer agencies randomly 
selected for an audit this year.

Ordinance
Continued from page 1A

the kids, some food and celebrate with us,” 
Montague said.

Also during the meeting, 
Qonell Totten, founder and 
president of One Accord 
Connections, invited the 
community to the annual 
Rock D’ Block celebration 
that is taking place June 
26, from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
The event will be hosted 
at Pumpkin Creek Park on 
Taylor Drive.

“We will have a petting 
zoo, food, activities, a 
basketball tournament,” 
Totten said. “We will have 
water activities as well.” 

At the meeting, the first 
reading for an ordinance 
to amend the fiscal year 
2021 budget was discussed 
to allocate additional 
federal aviation funding. 
This additional funding is 
in preparation to host the 
bigger planes expected to 
fly into the area with the 
Caesars casino opening. 

“We are not working with 
Caesars [on this project] but 
we are anticipating what 
might be needed,” said 

Marc Adelman, Danville Regional Airport 
director.

Council
Continued from page 3A
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Hello, 

TROY & 
WANDA
COOK

of Penhook

Thanks for 
subscribing

to the Star-Tribune!

Lawyer: County School Board actions unlawful page 3A

Quick Reads

Around the corner from Old Dutch

434-770-6026

OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

7:30-5:30
DRIvE THRU sERvIcE AvAILABLE

Back-to-
school event
The Pittsylvania 
County NAACP 
Youth Council 
and commu-
nity partners will 
hold the Annual 
Back-To-Schoo l 
E m p o w e r m e n t 
Event on Friday, 
July 30, from 4 - 7 
p.m. This will be 
a drive-thru and 
pick-up event held 
at Greater Triumph 
Missionary Baptist 
Church, located on 
581 Fairview Rd, 
Chatham. Students 
must be present 
with their parents 
or guardians as 
they come to pick 
up free book bags 
filled with school 
information, PPE 
materials and 
school supplies 
(while they last). 
Questions may be 
addressed to 434-
432-9418.

Free septic 
tank pump out
Southeast Rural 
C o m m u n i t y 
Assistance Project, 
Inc. will provide a 
free septic tank 
pump out, well 
assessment and 
education pro-
gram to 100 
homes in Franklin 
and Pittsylvania 
Counties. Those 
who qualify may 
also have their well 
water tested for 
$10 through the 
Virginia Household 
Water Quality 
Program at Virginia 
Tech. To find out 
how to qualify, call 
Amy Pemberton at 
434-394-4020.

Pancake 
breakfast
The Sons of the 
American Legion 
Squadron 325 will 
hold their monthly 
pancake breakfast 
at the post home 
Aug. 21 from 7-10 
a.m.  Just $6 for all 
you can eat pan-
cakes, sausage, 
juice and coffee. 
Open to the pub-
lic – come out and 
meet your friends 
and neighbors.

Chatham 
cruise-in
V A - C a r o l i n a 
Classic Chevy Club 
and the Town of 
Chatham will hold 
their third classic 
Chevy cruise-in 
on Main Street this 
Saturday, July 24, 
from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Main Street will be 
blocked off from 
Depot Street to 
Hurt Street.

Yard and bake 
sale
The Cherrystone 
Women’s Ministry 
is sponsoring a 
yard sale and bake 
sale Saturday, July 
31, from 8 a.m. - 3 
p.m. There will be a 
country ham raffle, 
fish fry and des-
serts. If you have 
crafts or items 
for sale, you can 
purchase a table 
for $25. Contact 
Louise Howerton 
at 434-709-5157 or 
Valerie Dawson at 
434-713-0375.

FESTIVAL ON, TAXES UP

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

Pittsylvania County Board of 
Supervisors Tuesday night unani-
mously approved a permit for the 
Blue Ridge Rock Festival to take 
place Sept. 9-12, 2021, at White 
Oak Amphitheater in Blairs.

Four concerned citizens declared 
their final words of protest before 

the supervisors took the matter to 
a vote.

“We have no issues at allwith the 
amphitheater, it;s not not appropro-
ate for Lester Lane,” said Tony 
Dix, Blairs resident of 16 years. 
White Oak Amphitheater is located 
at 599 Lester Ln. “The neighbors 
and I no not want this activity right 
up against our residences.”

Fellow Lester Lane resident 

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

Pittsylvania County Board of 
Supervisors Tuesday night voted 
5-2 to approve an increase in the 
county’s food and beverage tax 
from 4 percent to 6 percent, and 
voted unanimously to implement a 
new 4 percent transient occupancy 
tax in the county.

Wayne Robertson, a Chatham-
Blairs resident, addressed the board 
with his concerns.

“I really think you need to do 
something different,” Robertson 
said. “I am against your increase 
in tax. The way I see it, you really 
spend too much money. With reas-
sessment, an increase in meals tax 
would be an extra burden on the 
citizens of Pittsylvania County.”

Blue Ridge Rock Festival approved,  
could see attendance of 160,000

County raises meals tax by 5-2 vote, 
implements new occupancy tax

PAW-SUIT?

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Danville Pet Resort manager Rachel Peters and Hazel, one of the 38 dogs aban-
doned last December by a dog rescue in Charles County, Maryland, share a kiss 
outside the boarding and grooming facility on Ash Street.

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

DANVILLE, Va. and 
LA PLATA, Md. — In 
December 2020, a small, 
rural pet boarding business 
that was struggling to stay 
afloat amid the COVID-19 
pandemic would get what 
they thought at the time was 
a lucky break. They could 
not have been more wrong.

A raw bone
Cindy Coulter, owner and 

founder of Maryland-based 
rescue R & T Loving Paws, 
sent 38 dogs across state 
lines to Danville Pet Resort 
on Ash Street between Dec. 
15 and Dec. 17, 2020. At the 
time, it seemed like a god-
send for 20-year-old resort 
manager Rachel Peters.

“We thought it would be 
great because they prom-
ised to pay. We didn’t have 
any business at the time and 
COVID had hit us pretty 
hard,” Peters said. “Cindy 
set the terms herself at $15 

per dog per day. That is a 
lot of money for 38 dogs 
every day, for what she said 
would be a maximum of 60 
days. It has now been more 
than eight months. She never 
paid.”

Coulter owes Danville Pet 
Resort over $50,000.

“It was never our intention 
of things between Danville 
kennel and our rescue to have 
such a dispute,” Coulter told 
the Star-Tribune. “Money 

Maryland woman abandoned 38 dogs 
at Danville Pet Resort, owes $50,000

See PAWSUIT, page 12A

Tomato Festival

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Diane Barbour fills her bag with fresh, county-grown tomatoes.

Historical society banquet 
a success in Gretna

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

After a year-and-a-half hiatus 
from its routine quarterly meet-
ings, the Pittsylvania Historical 
Society met on a picturesque 
warm evening in Gretna Monday 
for its first in-person function 
since before the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In honor of this momen-
tous occasion, organizers elect-

ed to hold the first ever Tomato 
Festival at Gretna’s pre-colonial 
Yates Tavern.

“We used to do a picnic every 
year at Frances Hurt Park in in 
Chatham, but this year, at Yates 
Tavern, we’re doing a tomato-
themed festival,” said board mem-
ber Diane McMahon just before 
the event began. “We’ve been 
having more events here, like 
Revolutionary War reenactments, 

See TOMATO, page 14A

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Holding shovels, from right to left are: Danville City Councilman 
Sherman Saunders, Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam, Danville City 
Councilman Lee Vogler, Virginia Secretary of Commerce and Trade 
Brian Ball and Staunton River Plastics Plant Manager Greg Wood.

Staunton River Plastics breaks 
ground on new Hurt facility

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

Gov. Ralph Northam joined fed-
eral, state and local representatives 
Wednesday morning in the Town of 
Hurt as Ohio-based manufacturing 
subsidiary Staunton River Plastics 
broke ground on its new facility 
here in Pittsylvania County.

“It is an exciting day to be in 
Pittsylvania County,” Northam said.

Staunton River Plastics 

announced in May 2020 that it 
would invest $34 million to create a 
new 250,000-square-foot facility at 
the Southern Virginia Multimodal 
Park, a joint industrial park that 
has been developed by the City of 
Danville, Pittsylvania County and 
the Town of Hurt. The new plant is 
scheduled to be completed by the 
first quarter of 2022, and employ 
approximately 200 people.

“Danville and Pittsylvania 

See PLASTICS, page 11A

Java man 
secures 

internship at 
NASA
Page 2A

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

A musician from northern Pittsylvania County died 
early Monday morning in a car crash at the age of 19.

Jacob Doss, a resident of Hurt and graduate of 
Gretna High School, succumbed to the injuries he 
sustained in a two-car crash near the intersection of 
Wyatts Way and Thornbird Place in Bedford County 
shortly after midnight on Monday. The wreck remains 
under investigation.

“I believe Jacob Doss was an angel on this Earth,” 
said Pete Turpin, a band mate and close friend of 
Doss. “I treated him like he was my own son.”

Although Doss was the face of his band, the Jacob 
Doss Project, which formed in 2017, he was known to 
frequent gigs with older blues and rock n’ roll musi-
cians in Danville, Lynchburg and Roanoke.

Hurt musician 
dies at age 19

See DOSS, page 10A

‘An Angel on Earth’

Submitted photo
Jacob Doss (left) and Pete Turpin (right) in the 
band’s trailor.

Your hometown newspaper since 1869

See FESTIVAL, page 10A See TAXES, page 10A
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partner up on either side of the partner, 
some kick steps and then Donna had to lie 
flat on floor for Tommy to dance over her. 
We all prayed he would not fall and he did 
a really good shag steps over her. At the 
end, when the stage guys were trying to 
pick Donna off the floor, she was yelling 
and they finally found out that Tommy was 
standing on her long hair. They did win the 
contest and got some great prizes: a resort 
cap and a bottle of wine. We did have a 
great trip and for once I did not go shop-
ping a single day. I would recommend this 
resort and Punta Cana for a fun trip.  

I know we are having a lot of news 
and decision-making for our Pittsylvania 
County Schools i.e. Critical Race Theory 
and gendered bathrooms. I am so glad that 
I do not have a child in school, so glad that 
I am not a teacher and so glad I am not on 
the school board. Some of these are tough 
decisions an so many are being handed 
down from Richmond. We sure need to 

look at some new faces when we vote 
again, i.e. governor and delegates.

Our hearts are so broken this week, 
when we learned of the automobile acci-
dent that took the young life of 19-year-old 
Jacob Doss. Jacob was loved by many and 
was an aspiring young artist.  He will be 
missed greatly by his friends and family.

Recipe for the Week: Bananas in Wine
3 very firm bananas, peeled and cut in 

half lengthwise
2 tablespoons butter or margarine
2 tablespoons firmly packed brown sug-

ar
1/8 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 cup white wine
Sweetened whipped cream
Sauté banana halves in butter in a large 

skillet until golden brown and tender. 
Sprinkle with sugar and cinnamon.  Add 
wine, and simmer until sauce thickens. 
Serve bananas warm with whipped cream. 
Yield: four servings.

“That’s your biggest obstacle—getting 
the horse gun-broke,” Lewis said. “So 
we do what we call new-shooter clinics, 
where we help people get their horses gun-
broke…Horses feed off each other. You 
might have a horse that never spooks, but 
if that horse in front of you spooks, it’s go-
ing to freak your horse out. So we use that 
to our advantage when we start gun-break-
ing horses. What we do [in] a new shooter 
clinic is surround the new horse with our 
seasoned horses. We’ll go to the other end 
of the arena, and we’ll start shooting, and 
that horse is reacting off of our horses. 
And ours are standing there [calm], so that 
horse will look and [think], ‘well they’re 
not reacting; why should I react?’”

Relying on a horse’s natural instincts is 
the key to preparing him or her for the ex-
citement of the contest, as the horse is well 
prepared beforehand and ready to respond 
to the rider’s commands in the fast-paced 
competition. 

“We’ll have them follow us as we shoot 
(because anything moving away from a 
horse is not a threat),” Lewis said. “Then, 
when it comes time for them to actually 
shoot, we look at each horse individually. 
If we think [the rider] can go ahead and 
start shooting off the horse, what we’ll do 
is put their horse on the rail, put a seasoned 
horse in front of them, a seasoned horse 
beside them, and let them start shoot-
ing off the horse. That does two things: 
they’re feeding off our horses’ [actions], 
and there’s nowhere for the horse to bolt.”

While there is a significant amount of 

preparation that goes into preparing each 
horse for mounted shooting, children as 
young as 12 years old are allowed to com-
pete against the adult riders. Even children 
12 and under can compete in mounted 
shooter competitions, with ages 10 to 12 
using toy guns and addressing each target, 
while children ages 10 and younger simply 
run the course and ground shoot between 
events. 

“At 12 years old they start competing 
with us, and they’re the ones that are com-
ing up and kicking all the butts—no fear, 
young kids have no fear and they rock,” 
Lewis said. 

Competitors are divided into classes ac-
cording to skill and experience level. 

“You have to have so many qualified 
wins before you move on…and you have 
to have so many people in your class for it 
to be a qualified win,” Lewis said. “As you 
move up, you have to have more people in 
your class and you have to have more wins. 
Anytime you go an entire year without a 
win, you can move back a stage. So you’re 
always shooting with people around your 
same level, which is great.”

This weekend’s event at ODAC saw 
around 50 competitors, but entries increase 
depending on the event. 

“This is the first time we’ve shot here, so 
people kind of want to see what it’s like,” 
Lewis said. “At our events, there may 
be anywhere from 50 to 125 people, like 
some of the times when we have added 
prize money…but we don’t do it for the 
money.”

Gunslinger
Continued from page 9A

Creasy’s
Continued from page 8A

“I’m 55 this year and he was only 19. It’s 
a different age bracket, but he’s an old soul 
in a young body from all his influence and 
upbringing,” Turpin said. “It’s strange to be 
so far apart in age, but he blended in with 
all us old cats that played music forever. He 
is so soulful and so real.”

Jacob’s parents, Teresa and Philip Doss, 
brought Jacob to a show when he was 14 
– the Pete Turpin Band in Lynchburg. Tur-
pin was playing with Jacob’s grandfather, 
bassist Danny Farmer Jr., and his uncle, 
drummer Danny “Luther” Farmer III. Tur-
pin and Jacob are both guitarists, and they 
instantly hit it off.

“We instantly became friends and ever 
since then, he started coming out to our 
shows on his own and we became really, 
really close,” Turpin said. “We would talk 
about real-life things, not just music. He al-
ways liked to tell me how he had all these 
musicians around him, but he appreciated 
me not just as a musician, but as a friend.”

Those close to Jacob describe him as 
bubbly, positive and always in good spir-
its. He was proudly saved and believed in 
God, frequently discussing Jesus with the 
older musicians. He was a member of New 
Bethel Church of the Brethren in Chatham.

“He wasn’t here long, didn’t have time 
enough to get corrupted,” Turpin said. “He 
was pure at heart, and he lived like Jesus 
would want you to. I reckon it was time for 
him to go back to that big band in the sky. 
He was too good for this world. The Lord 
took him back home and spared him from a 
lot of crap down the road.”

A gifted guitarist, Jacob Doss played gigs 
close to home at The Pod in Gretna and as 
far out as Roanoke just last weekend.

“He loved some music, man,” Turpin 
said. “And his guitar...man, he could smoke 

that thing.”
Turpin recalled how Doss loved when he 

played the harmonica. They both loved the 
blues and clicked in each other’s company.

“A lot of people didn’t understand where 
he got his bubble from, he was just so good 
to everybody,” Turpin said. “He didn’t 
judge anybody. He was a gentle soul... 
good to every single person he ran across. 
He treated everyone with a smile and kind-
ness. He was an angel walking this Earth.”

Turpin said he will always love Doss and 
never forget him, fondly remembering his 
Coke-bottle glasses and messy, curly hair. 

“He was always looking forward to the 
next day, and he lived each day like it was 
last,” Turpin said. “That’s a good thing. 
I love him, I will never forget him... I al-
ready miss him.”

Born Sept. 6, 2001, Jacob was soon to 
celebrate his 20th birthday. He was prede-
ceased by his paternal grandparents, New-
ton Clay Doss and Kathryn “Kitty” Doss.

“My baby, my inspiration is gone,” said 
his mother, Teresa. “I don’t even know 
what to say right now...I love you Jacob 
and I was your biggest fan every day. I 
hope I told you enough.”

His father, Philip, said, “Our hearts are 
broken. Please pray for our family.”

In addition to his parents, he is survived 
by his maternal grandparents, Danny and 
Barbara Farmer of Motley; one brother, 
Jody Paul Rowland of Hurt; uncles and 
aunt, Jeremy Farmer and wife, Gina of 
San Francisco, Calif., Danny Farmer of 
Hurt, and Alan Doss of Chatham; nephew 
and nieces, Hunter Gauge Rowland, Olivia 
Grace Rowland, Sydney Madison Row-
land, and Scarlett Rose Rowland; and his 
band members, Danny Farmer and Kevin 
Daye.

Doss
Continued from page 1A

through the grapevine that the owner might 
possibly had been leasing it out. It ended 
up being a great building for us.”

The Property Manager in the new Tight-
squeeze location, Stacy Runion, expanded 
on what Stanley had to say. 

“We are new to the Chatham area of 
course. Our original office is located in 
South Boston, but the office we have in 
South Boston has grown as much as it 
could so we relocated our business to the 
Chatham area so we can grow our busi-
ness in the [Pittsylvania – Danville] area,” 
Runion said. “We got fully in [the Tight-
squeeze building] around the middle of 
May. It’s been about since the middle of 
May since we’ve actually been open for 
business.”   

Business is doing well in the short time 
Signature Properties has been open in the 
area. 

“We haven’t quite had enough time to 
get our roots in really good in that area, but 
I would definitely say that there is much 
more of a [rental] demand than there is a 

supply,” Runion said. “Office business has 
never really been slow.”

Runion wants those who can’t find rent-
al space in the area to know that, “If we 
can’t supply a rental property in a specific 
area that a tenant is looking for, then of 
course we would always ask them how far 
out they can go. Many jobs are very spe-
cific about how many miles away they can 
be. [For example], we try to make sure that 
they know that we have properties in other 
areas just not a 10 mile radius, maybe a 
3- mile radius.”

Because of Signature Properties’ pres-
ence in the commonwealth, nearby loca-
tions are likely to be found.

Runion said she is delighted with where 
the building is in Tightsqueeze.

“It’s a great location – I mean it’s right 
there on 29,” she said. “We’ve had so 
many stop by just to see what the business 
is. We’ve had a lot of people interested in 
what we’ve got going on. People are so 
friendly. You couldn’t ask for a better lo-
cation.”

Signature
Continued from page 2A

Avery Cox is a father of three and first 
responder in the City of Danville. He lives 
in the second house down Lester Lane.
“One of the major concerns for myself 

is my small children. They’re in the front 
yard, they’re in the backyard,” he said. 
“With all that traffic coming down our 
road, that will present a problem for us. 
How are we going to avoid unwelcome 
guests on our property? There are a lot of 
unanswered questions still and that’s un-
fair to myself living on the road.”
Because of his job as a first responder, 

Cox frequently needs to respond to emer-
gencies in Danville at the drop of a hat.
Although he would go on to second the 

motion approving the festival, Supervisor 
Joe Davis (Dan River) said, “I am con-
cerned about that gentleman’s ability to 
get in and out.”
Supervisor Vic Ingram (Tunstall) has 

been an avid supporter of the Blue Ridge 
Rock Festival since Purpose Driven Events 
first eyed Pittsylvania County for its large-
scale music venue.

“If we deprive Purpose Driven Events 
of the ability to come here, we might as 
well turn the lights out and go home,” In-
gram said. “It’s not my kind of music, but 
I support it. It’s a great opportunity for this 
county...people coming all over the world 
to our county.”
In her final remarks, Pittsylvania County 

Community Development Director Emily 
Ragsdale noted a couple of contingencies 
to the board’s eventual approval.
“All of the required plans have been 

submitted and reviewed by staff except 
the traffic plan,” she said. VDOT and Vir-
ginia State Police did not feel the neces-
sary changes were major enough to halt 
approval on the night of July 20, however.
At the motion of Supervisor Ingram, the 

board of supervisors approved the Blue 
Ridge Rock Festival by a 7-0 vote. The 
festival will be held in Blairs Sept. 9-12, 
2021, and is expected to see 40,000 attend-
ees per day over the four days. Of those, as 
many as 26,000 will be on-site campers.

Festival
Continued from page 1A

Supervisor Vic Ingram (Tunstall) agreed 
with Robertson, calling a meal out “a sim-
ple luxury.”
“I wouldn’t want to make it difficult for 

a family to eat out on a Friday or Saturday 
night, so I’m going to vote against it,” In-
gram said.
Both Ingram and Ben Farmer (Callands-

Gretna) voted against the 2 percent in-
crease.
“You need to leave this alone,” Robertson 

said. “This is really, really important, espe-
cially with inflation these days. It’s getting 
to be too much.”
Board of Supervisors Chairman Bob 

Warren (Chatham-Blairs) explained why 
he was voting “yes” on the tax hike.
“I hate tax increases, but it’s time to look 

for other alternatives,” Warren said. “As 
folks are transitioning through our coun-
ty, they buy quite a few meals. You’d be 
shocked. They can help offset some of our 

expenses.”
Supervisor Ron Scearce (Westover) 

echoed Warren’s position.
“We’re hoping to come up with some dif-

ferent taxes instead of putting the burden 
on our property owners,” Scearce said. “I 
hope people realize what we’re trying to 
do. I think in the long run people will ap-
preciate that.”
The increased meals tax is projected to 

generate an additional $400,000 per an-
num.
After passing the tax hike by a 5-7 vote, 

supervisors unanimously approved a new 
4 percent transient occupancy tax, which 
applies to hotels, AirBnBs, campgrounds 
and other lodging facilities. The county 
can collect 2 percent of that tax, and the 
rest will be used for tourism. A future 
meeting will determine how the remaining 
2 percent will be distributed.

Taxes
Continued from page 1A
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FESTIVAL FEVER

Blue Ridge Amphitheatre holds first event ahead of mega rock festival

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
John Wesley, lead singer of Tampa, Florida-based Reach City 
Worship, sings at Worship on the Mountain in Blairs Friday night.

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
About 1,500 Christian rock fans attended Worship on the Mountain 
each day at Blue Ridge Amphitheatre in Blairs last weekend.

By ELIAS WEISS
and TOM DIXON

Star-Tribune News Editor, Staff Writer

Festival fever is on at Blue Ridge 
Amphitheatre in Blairs.

Less than one week ahead of Blue 
Ridge Rock Festival, which is slated 
to attract a total attendance of up 
to 160,000, Purpose Driven Events 

held Worship at the Mountain from 
Friday, Sept. 3 through Sunday, 
Sept. 5.

“It’s no secret that I’m a believer 
myself,” Purpose Driven Events 
CEO Jonathan Slye told the Star-
Tribune. “I’ve always wanted to do 
something to give back to this area 
on the Christian side.”

Slye admitted the Christian music 
festival is a test run for next week-

end’s mega rock festival, which will 
run Sept. 9 to Sept. 12.

“Worship at the Mountain was 
never something designed to make 
money,” Slye said. “We’re losing 
several hundred thousand dollars 
today, but we thought it was impor-
tant be able to bring an event like 
this to the community and create 
something special.”

Pittsylvania County Supervisor 

Vic Ingram (Tunstall) was the first 
member of the board of supervisors 
to speak out in favor of Purpose 
Driven Events establishing a major 
music festival venue in Blairs.

“This is such a blessing to our 
county to have a young man like 
Jonathan Slye and an organiza-
tion like Purpose Driven Events to 
choose Pittsylvania County to have 

See BLUE RIDGE, page 14A

‘SUPER SPREADER’
Rock Fest a ‘significant risk’ to community

By ELIAS WEISS
and TOM DIXON

Star-Tribune News Editor,
Staff Writer

Danville’s leading medi-
cal professionals this week 
told the Star-Tribune they 
believe the upcoming Blue 
Ridge Rock Fest, which 
could attract as many as 
40,000 attendees per day 
from Sept. 9 to Sept. 12, 
poses a “significant risk” to 
the Danville-Pittsylvania 
County community as a 
potential super-spreader 
event.

“The rock fest is another 
indicator for spread of the 
[COVID-19] virus,” said 
Alan Larson, Sovah Health 
market president and CEO 
of Sovah Health Danville. 
“I assume they are not 
requiring vaccination to 
attend, so a large group of 
people gathering together... 
it is a concern.”

An increase in COVID-
19 cases at the local level 
worries Larson as tens of 
thousands prepare to flood 
in from across the U.S. and 
internationally, he said.

“The hospital’s recours-
es are fairly stressed right 

now because of work-
force challenges,” Larson 
said. “That is our concern 
at the hospital. It obvious-
ly will take several days 
after the event to see if 
there is a large outbreak.”

Larson noted that he is 
less worried about new-
comers to the area and 
more concerned about 
sheer numbers.

“There is significant 
risk to our community,” 
Larson said. “It is the 
sheer numbers that are 
not vaccinated. People 
outside the area could be 

Miller

LarsonSee RISK, page 12A

9/11 ceremony
Dan River High 
School JROTC will 
host a twentieth 
anniversary of the 
Sept. 11, 2001 trag-
edies on Friday, 
Sept. 10, 2021, at 
9 a.m.  The public 
is cordially invit-
ed to attend. Call 
CW2(R) Ronnie 
Emerson, retired 
JROTC instructor, 
for  more informa-
tion, at 434 -250-
3349.

Scholarship 
applicaiton
The J.T.-Minnie 
Maude Charitable 
Trust reminds non-
traditional students 
of the trust’s next 
deadline date of 
Oct. 1, 2021 for 
the submission 
of scholarship 
applications. Non-
traditional students 
who reside in 
Caswell, Danville/
P i t t s y l v a n i a , 
H a l i f a x , 
Martinsville/Henry 
and Rockingham 
Counties are 
encouraged to visit 
our website www.
jtmm.org for schol-
arship guidelines, 
instructions and to 
apply.

Pancake 
breakfast
Sons of the 
American Legion 
Squadron 325 will 
hold their monthly 
pancake break-
fast on Saturday, 
Sept. 18 from 7 
to 10 a.m. at the 
post home. All you 
can eat pancakes, 
sausage, juice 
and coffee for $6. 
Come and meet 
your friends and 
enjoy some home 
cooking.

Danville 
Choral Arts 
Society
Danville Area 
Choral Arts 
Society presents 
selections from 
Handel’s Messiah 
with string quintet, 
harpsichord and 
trumpet, Sunday, 
Sept. 19, 3 p.m., 
First Presbyterian 
Church, 937 Main 
Street. Admission 
is free. 

Heritage 
Academy Golf 
Tournament
The 2021 Heritage 
Academy Golf 
Tournament will 
be held Saturday, 
Oct. 16 at Caswell 
Pines Golf Club 
in Yanceyville, 
North Carolina. An 
11:30 a.m. lunch 
will be followed by 
a 1 p.m. shotgun 
start. Four-person 
captain’s choice, 
red tees & mulli-
gans, door prizes, 
longest drive, clos-
est to pin on par 
3s. Entry levels 
include individual 
($65), team ($260) 
or sponsor (hole 
for $100 or tourna-
ment for $1,000). 
Q u e s t i o n s ? 
Contact John 
Moore at 434-432-
2226 or Drake 
Easley at 434-432-
2149.

Blairs readies 
for rock fest

By TOM DIXON
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Pittsylvania County law enforcement are 
preparing residents, businesses and themselves 
for the coming Blue Ridge Rock Festival. 

Armored vehicles are stationed White Oak 
Worship Center and Virginia State Police have 
given advice to Blairs businesses.

Pittsylvania County Sherriff Mike Taylor 
assures the public that the armored vehicles by 
White Oak Church are mainly precautionary.

“If we should have a bad weather event that 
people need to be evacuated from, we’ll use 
those vehicles to move people in and out,” 
Taylor said. “That area is prone to flooding. 
It’s a cautionary thing.”

Last week, the sheriff’s office sent out a 
message directly to the residents of Blairs, the 
small Pittsylvania County community where 
Blue Ridge Amphitheatre is located.

“We did a reverse 9-1-1 call to that local 
area to I think a little over 900 homes,” Taylor 
said.

The call was to get Blairs residents with a 
See BLAIRS, page 12A

‘FINANCIAL HARDSHIP’

Money soured YMCA, Silver Sneakers union
By ELIAS WEISS

Star-Tribune News Editor

On Aug. 11, the Star-Tribune 
reported the Danville Family 
YMCA would nix its partner-
ship with Silver Sneakers, a 
nationwide program that offers 

senior citizens access to work-
out plans for free. At the time, 
the YMCA was unable to com-
ment as to what led the institu-
tion to terminate its partnership 
during a negotiatory period 
earlier this year, but on Friday, 
YMCA directors told the Star-
Tribune it was “financial hard-

ship” that axed the affiliation.
Danville YMCA CEO and 

Board of Directors Member 
Sarah Folmar said that, when 
the partnership materialized 
more than a decade ago, it was 
against the guidance of the not-

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
After reporting the Danville Family YMCA would terminate its partnership with Silver 
Sneakers last month, the Star-Tribune this week uncovered it was “financial hardship” that 
led to the downfall of the senior workout program.

See SNEAKERS, page 13A

Rock fest
‘VIPs’
enraged

By TOM DIXON
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Days before the hotly-anticipated Blue 
Ridge Rock Festival, VIP wristband passes 
that have been promised by North Carolina-
based ticket purveyor Etix have not been 
delivered to many of those who ordered them.

Many who bought VIP passes have lashed 
out toward festival organizers in anger, seek-
ing refunds and denouncing their attendance. 

Purpose Driven Events CEO Johnathan Slye 
voiced his own dismay via Facebook Sunday 
night.

“It is absolutely disgusting to me, heart-
breaking what Etix has done to this festival. 

See VIP, page 5A
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Obituaries

Judy Spencer Hicks passed away at the 
age of 72 from complications of COVID 
on September 4, 2021. She was born 
May 23, 1949 in Danville, Va. to the late 
Herbert Spencer of Spring Garden and the 
late Betty Kegley Spencer. She had a heart 
of gold and always had a smile. 

She is survived by her daughters Derise 
Warren, Julie Warren and Kristi Kazeem 
and a son Jonathan King. Judy was a 
beloved grandmother to nine grandchil-
dren and five great grandchildren. She was 
preceded in death by a granddaughter and 
a great grandson.

Judy was predeceased by her sister Jackie 
Spencer Hoke and brother Jerry Steven 
Spencer. She was also predeceased by two 
half-sisters Hilda Spencer Shelton and 
Louise Spencer Bennett and half brother 
Bernard James Spencer.

Judy is survived by two nieces Linda 

Spencer Hughes and Carolyn Bennett 
Toney and four nephews Bernard James 
Spencer II, Michael Spencer, Johnnie 
Bennett Jr. and Aubrey Bennett. She is also 
survived by her Aunt Edna Kegley Gaster.

Services will be private at a later date.

Judy Spencer Hicks

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Purpose Driven Events CEO Jonathan Slye prepares Blue Ridge Amphitheatre 
for Worship at the Mountain last week.

Blue Ridge
Continued from page 1A

festivals and to offer such 
a nice variety of festivals 
from Christian to country 
to rock,” Ingram said. “I 
truly think it is a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity, and 
it surely highlights sup-
port of economic growth 
as well as diversity in our 
county.”

Ingram attended Wor-
ship at the Mountain all 
three days as a fan.
“I like contemporary 
Christian artists and it’s 
quite the lineup,”
Ingram said. “I’m tickled.”

Worship at the Moun-
tain attracted 1,500 fans 
per day last weekend for 
a total attendance of about 
5,000.

“I saw one of my friends 
share it and then I bought 
tickets a day later,” said 
Zoey Petrey, an Alabama 
resident who made the 
interstate journey to Pitt-
sylvania County for the 
festival. “I didn’t want to 
go alone, so my fiancé and 
his brothers came and it 
became like a family trip.” 

Petrey was so surprised 
to see her favorite artists 
performing somewhere as 
remote as Blairs that she 
had to confirm the event 
was legitimate.

“I had no idea [Wor-
ship at the Mountain] was 
a thing,” she said. “I was 
kind of scared, because I 
just paid for it. I went to 
Chris Thomas’s page and 
Bethel’s page just to make 
sure it was legit.”

The event was not well 
known in Alabama, but 
Petrey told many of her 
friends about it.

“We love Bethel Music 
and Maverick City,” she 
said. “That’s our cry to 
worship music, so to see 
them in person is going to 
be really awesome.”

Donna Pridemore, a 
Crewe, Virginia, resident, 
was not intimidated by the 
two-hour drive.

“My daughter and her 
friend had wanted to see 
Maverick City Music,” 
Pridemore said Friday 
evening. “I got to looking 
and found this whole thing 
online and got excited 
to seeing others who are 
playing. We’re only stay-
ing for tonight, but are re-
ally excited.”

Liberty University stu-
dents Jayda Lowe and Al-
exander Joe were excited 
to attend the small festival 
from Slye’s hometown of 

Lynchburg.
“Maverick City is who 

I want to see,” Lowe said. 
“It’s going to be amazing.” 

Joe added, “My friends 
talked about the festival. 
We’re just staying [Friday] 
night, but I think we’re go-
ing to have a good time.”

Sarah Chittum and 
Chrissy Roakes set up a 
“general store” near the 
entrance to the festival 
grounds, providing every-
thing event-goers might 
need from snacks to glow 
sticks to camping supplies.

“You forget your tooth-
paste and your toothbrush? 
I got you covered,” Chit-
tum said. “We have red, 
white and blue glow sticks 
for Sept. 11.”

The pair also delivers 
ice and other necessities 
to campsites across the ex-
pansive 300-acre venue.

“The general store is go-
ing to be doing deliveries 
in the mornings and the 
evenings,” Roakes said. 
“There may be four of us 
[working the stand] this 
weekend.”

God’s Pit Crew also set 
up shop at the event, pur-
veying t-shirts and other 
souvenirs to help the Dan-
ville-based nonprofit’s cri-
sis management efforts.

“We’re thankful Wor-
ship on the Mountain 
contacted us,” said Julie 
Burnett, Blessing Buck-
et Program director for 
God’s Pit Crew. “They 
came about a month ago 
and toured our facility and 
was just kind of wowed at 
the operation. They said, 
‘We want to help you out 
so why don’t you guys 
come here and set up so 
you can get the word out 
with what you’re doing.’”

At the same moment 
Burnett was selling souve-
nirs at the Christian music 
festival, God’s Pit Crew 
personnel were in Dan-
ville loading supply trucks 
to send to areas most dam-
aged by Hurricane Ida in 
Louisiana.

“We’re here to raise 
public awareness for what 
we do. Hopefully we’ll 
recruit more volunteers, 
get more support from our 
blessing buckets,” Bur-
nett said. “We’re here re-
ally just to tell people our 
story, tell people what we 
do. The more people know 
about us, the more people 
we’re going to be able to 
help.”

Despite the healthy 
turnout last weekend, Slye 
called the last 12 months 
“the impossible year.”

“Right now, in the event 
industry, everyone’s deci-
mated,” Slye said. “You 
have companies facing ex-
treme equipment shortag-
es, labor shortages. We’ve 
had our security company 
cancel after being paid in 
contract at their national 
firm, cancel a week out 
from the show.”

Fortunately, Slye was 
able to book backup se-
curity for the Blue Ridge 
Rock Fest and upcoming 
Blue Ridge Country Fes-
tival, which will be held 
Oct. 1-3. But the cancella-
tions didn’t stop there.

“Six of our nine tractor-
trailers for water – because 
they had a plastic shortage, 
that got canceled on us,” 
Slye said Friday afternoon. 
“It’s been up and down 
and sideways. We’ve had 
every hurdle, but it’s com-
ing together and we’re ex-
cited for what God’s going 
to do for you today.”

About 350 staff worked 
Worship on the Mountain, 
Slye said. Come Thurs-
day, 1,500 staff will be 
deployed for Blue Ridge 
Rock Fest. Even before 
Worship at the Mountain 
began Friday evening, 
staff worked on the other 
side of the venue to pre-
pare for the rock fest.

“What’s here is that 
you’re getting a small 
snapshot, a microcosm for 
the much bigger picture,” 
Slye said. “Thankfully, the 
rock festival secured so 
much staffing that we had 
some other different back-
up plans in place.”

Slye said he has a robust 
staff and winning game 
plan for this weekend’s 
mega-fest.

“A lot of the setup you 
see inside is already 100 
percent done for next 
week’s rock festival,” he 
said. “The main stage that 
we’re using here tonight 
for worship is one of the 
stages for rock festival.”

From the Great Ameri-
can Truck Show in Dan-
ville to the Bright Leaf 
Hoedown Festival in 
Yanceyville, large-scale 
events are succumbing to 
COVID-19 left and right. 
Slye said he has no plans 
to cancel his events, but 
understands it is a possi-
bility.

“We have so many of-
ficials on the national, 
local and regional level 
government-wise that are 
behind us,” he said. “But 
if the state comes and 
says, ‘Hey, we can no lon-
ger proceed with outdoor 
gatherings,’ that’s some-
thing we’re certainly go-
ing to honor.”

It is because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, Slye 
says, that holding music 
festivals now is more im-
portant than ever.

“Every festival we’re 
seeing right now is trying 
to keep live music live, 
trying to keep their busi-
ness afloat,” Slye said. 
“Somehow after already 
losing everything last year, 
we can give people a great 
mental health release and 
give them entertainment, 
give them joy.”

Seeing as Pittsylvania 
County Board of Super-
visors only approved its 
updated music festival 
ordinance less than three 
months ago, and because 
music festivals require six 
to nine months of prelimi-
nary advertisement, Slye is 
amazed at the quick work 
his team has affected at the 
Blue Ridge Amphitheatre.

“Where it stands at this 
point – there has been so 
many millions of dollars in 
infrastructure taken from 
this being somewhat of a 
forest just a few weeks ago 
to now being transformed 
into a venue that is going 
to hold a large number of 
people, has a very large 
footprint and is an oppor-
tunity to have such great 
commerce,” Slye said. “I 
can’t stress this enough, 
there is a laundry list of 
challenges we’ve been 
thrown because of the year 

we’re in.”
Ingram, one of the su-

pervisors to vote in favor 
of the music festival ordi-
nance, hopes Worship at 
the Mountain will become 
a yearly occurrence or 
even lifetime proposition 
in Blairs. He spoke highly 
of Slye and his relation-
ship with the county ad-
ministration.

“I know that the county 
staff and all supporting 
agencies have put in a ton 
of work to not only ac-
commodating all the festi-
vals, but Jonathan and his 
staff have done everything 
asked of him to makes sure 
it was a successful event 
and that every conceiv-
able opportunity has been 
covered,” Ingram said. 
“That includes Pittsylva-
nia County Public Safety, 
Pittsylvania County Sher-
iff’s Office, Virginia State 
Police, VDOT, commu-
nity development – it just 
goes on and on and on as 
far as the individuals and 
organizations responsible 
for making this event suc-
cessful.”

Ingram said that his only 
gripe is the availability of 
amenities for event-goers 
here in rural Pittsylvania 
County.

“I was the first supervi-
sor to step forward in fa-
vor of these events. That’s 

just my opinion and I’m 
not bashful of it,” Ingram 
stated. “Danville is really 
benefitting from this event 
and I’m glad for that, I just 
wish we had more res-
taurants and hotels so we 
could cash in on that rev-
enue.”

Slye said he is commit-
ted to appealing to all mu-
sic festivals in Pittsylvania 
County, Danville and be-
yond.

“We want to be able, 
moving forward, to cater 
to all the different types 
of music fans,” he stated. 
“Whether they be some-
one that’s more gospel 
centric, worship centric, 
country music centric or 
rock centric, we want to be 
able to offer a diverse port-
folio each year for music 
lovers.”

Citing the public’s an-
tipathy toward the road 
closures and other incon-
veniences implied by the 
Blue Ridge Rock Fest, 
Slye asked the public to 
bear with him during the 
first three music festivals.

“We’re working through 
the kinks here on this first 
night and it’s an opportu-
nity where people I think 
will understand it’s the 
first year it’s the first event 
and we’re laying the foun-
dation for further growth 
and success,” Slye said.
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BIGGEST EVENT EVER!
Blue Ridge Rock Fest draws tens of thousands to Pittsylvania County

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Blue Ridge Rock Festival, which has traditionally been held in 
Appomattox County, saw a fantastic turnout in 2021 as organizers 
moved the event to Blue Ridge Amphitheater in Pittsylvania County.

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

Blue Ridge Rock Festival has 
become the most attended event in 
Pittsylvania County history.

Forty thousand people turned out to 
Blue Ridge Amphitheater last weekend 
to see such artists as Rob Zombie, 
Five Finger Death Punch, Shinedown, 
Megadeth, Ludacris, Lil Jon and 
T-Pain.

“We couldn’t be more happy that 
this is happening in our area,” said 
Danville City Councilman James 
Buckner, who attended the festival as a 
fan. “It’s a great thing for Danville and 
Pittsylvania County.”

Buckner was most excited to see 
The Offspring, Suicidal Tendencies, 
Corrosion of Conformity and Body 
Count perform live.

“We are really excited to have things 
like this 
happening 
here, and 
it’s only 
going to 
get bigger 
and better,” 
B u c k n e r 
s a i d . 
“ T h e r e 
are 40,000 
people here – the population of Danville 
is 42,000. This is huge. By any means, 
this is huge.”

In five years as a nightclub owner 
in Danville, Buckner hosted more than 
2,000 shows. Blue Ridge Rock Fest is 
the type of music event he has always 
dreamed of.

“There’s so many great bands. It’s 
like all my life I dreamed of seeing 
these shows closer to home,” Buckner 
said. “This is just a dream come true for 
so many people that are from Danville 
and the surrounding area. We love this 
stuff and we’re so happy it’s here.”

Although Blue Ridge Amphitheater 
is located in Pittsylvania County, 
Buckner said the effects of the 
festival are felt within city limits.

“We’re seeing a lot of people 
staying in our hotels, eating in 
our restaurants,” he comment-
ed. “We absolutely love it.”

Buckner also compliment-
ed Purpose Driven Events, 
the entertainment com-
pany responsible for the 
festival, and Pittsylvania 
County administrators for 
making the festival a suc-
cess.

“The promoters that 
have put this on have 
done an outstanding job,” 
Buckner said. “The coun-
ty has also done an out-
standing job putting this all 
together and finally getting 
all the puzzle pieces to fit.”

Rock 
fans all 
weekend 
m a r c h e d 
up and 
d o w n 
L e s t e r 
Lane, the 
unmarked 
o n e - l a n e 
road where 

the sole entrance to the festival 
grounds lies. Many Lester Lane 
residents spoke out against the 
festival, citing privacy and safety 
concerns. Tina Hamilton, who 
owns the final home on Lester 
Lane before the festival grounds 
begin, is not counted among 
those dissidents.

“I love it,” Hamilton said. 
“I love the people. I love that 
they’re having a great time.”

The longtime area resident 

See ROCK, page 13A

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Virginia Secretary of Trade and Commerce Brian Ball (left) hon-
ors Kegerreis Digital Marketing President and Chief Information 
Officer Larz Kegerreis (right) with the flag of the Commonwealth 
of Virginia at the company’s relocation ceremony in Danville’s 
River District Thursday morning.

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Tractor Supply Co., located at 119 Piney Forest Road in Danville, 
keeps its shelves stocked with ivermectin. The farm supply retailer 
refrains from selling ivermectin to humans intending to consume 
the drug to treat symptoms of COVID-19.Marketing firm 

to create jobs

Golf ball drop
Climax Volunteer 
Fire Department 
will be hosting 
a golf ball drop 
Saturday, Sept. 18 
during the Climax 
Sorghum Festival. 
Get your ticket for 
a chance to win. 
Talk to a member 
to reserve your 
golf ball number 
or purchase at the 
Sorghum Festival 
the day of the drop. 
$5 per chance to 
win $250. You 
don’t have to be 
present at the time 
of the drop to win.

River City 
Classic
The River City 
Classic, formerly 
Dixie Classic, a 
marching band 
competition, will 
be held at George 
Washington High 
School in Danville 
Sept. 25, 2021. 
Gates open at 
2:30 p.m. Tickets 
cost $10 each. For 
more information, 
contact Denise Van 
Valkenburg at 434-
728-1822.

Blood drive
The SOVAH Blood 
Donor Center will 
hold a blood drive at 
Pittsylvania County 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
Offices located 
at 1 Center St. 
in Chatham from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 
15. Each donor will 
receive a choice of 
a t-shirt or umbrel-
la. Your support in 
helping to meet the 
blood needs in the 
Dan River Region 
will be much appre-
ciated. All blood 
types are needed.

Hot dog lunch
A free community 
hot dog lunch will 
be held Saturday, 
Sept. 25 from 11 
a.m. until 12:30 
p.m. at Trinity 
United Methodist 
Church, 409 
Arnett Boulevard 
in Danville. Food 
will be picked up in 
parking lot.

Danville 
Choral Arts 
Society
Danville Area 
Choral Arts 
Society presents 
selections from 
Handel’s Messiah 
with string quintet, 
harpsichord and 
trumpet, Sunday, 
Sept. 19, 3 p.m., 
First Presbyterian 
Church, 937 Main 
Street. Admission 
is free. 

Pancake 
breakfast
Sons of the 
American Legion 
Squadron 325 will 
hold their monthly 
pancake break-
fast on Saturday, 
Sept 18 from 7 
to 10 a.m. at the 
post home. All you 
can eat pancakes, 
sausage, juice 
and coffee for $6. 
Come and meet 
your friends and 
enjoy some home 
cooking.

IVERMECTIN?

Danville doctor, retailer say treating 
COVID-19 with drug could be ‘fatal’

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

Kegerreis Digital Marketing 
(KDM), an advertising firm for-
merly based in Pennsylvania, 
announced this week it has relo-
cated its headquarters to Danville’s 
River District.

“We’re extremely excited to be 
in Danville,” said KDM President 
and Chief Information Officer Larz 
Kegerreis. “We want to contribute 
to this community and bring jobs 
here.”

KDM is investing $1.7 million 
to acquire a former tobacco ware-
house at 402 Cabell St. and create 

62 new jobs in the City of Danville.
“Seeing the River District come 

back to life really made us want 
to invest here and contribute to 
the growth we see,” Kegerreis 
said. “We wanted to be somewhere 
where the quality of life was really 
second to none, and we’ve really 
enjoyed our lives here in Danville.”

The firm’s River District office 
was built by American Tobacco 
Company in 1910 to store bar-
rels of tightly-packed leaf tobacco. 
The building has been vacant for 
decades.

“What you’ve heard here today 
is such a great story,” said Danville 
Mayor Alonzo Jones. “It’s a story 

See KDM, page 14A

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

A proven treatment exists for 
COVID-19, and it’s not ivermec-
tin, according to both a doctor and 
retailer of the drug in Danville.

With 156 COVID-related deaths 
tallied in Pittsylvania County and 
another 91 in Danville, it’s not 
surprising that many are turning 
to drugs not approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA). 
In recent days, the drug de jour has 
been ivermectin, an anti-parasitic 
medicine typically prescribed to 
livestock. The drug has recently 
gained traction as a COVID treat-

ment among the anti-vaccine com-
munity despite a lack of evidence.

Tractor Supply Co., located at 119 
Piney Forest Road in Danville, is 
one of the city’s leading purveyors 
of the drug. Although the shelves are 
stocked with the deworming medi-
cation that emblematically sports 
a horse on the box, the Tennessee-
based rural lifestyle retailer says 
demand for the drug has inexplica-
bly increased in recent weeks.

“The product sold in our stores 
is only suitable for animals and is 
clearly labeled as such,” store rep-
resentative Pat Warner told the Star-
Tribune Monday afternoon. “We 
have signs to remind our guests 

See IVERMECTIN, page 13A

D.R.U.G.S. lead singer Craig Owens 
performs in front of 40,000 in Blairs 
Friday evening. D.R.U.G.S. had not 
performed live in eight years prior to 
Blue Ridge Rock Fest.

  
City, county 
honor 20th 
anniversary 

of 9/11
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said that, although she was 
nearly barricaded in her 
home, she is relieved to see 
some economic stimulation 
injected into the community.

“What else has ever hap-
pened in Danville that peo-
ple have driven this far for?” 
Hamilton asked.

Hamilton and her family 
enjoyed spending their after-
noons last weekend sitting in 
front of their home, enjoying 
the fair weather and people-
watching.

“I’m sick of the com-
plaints,” Hamilton said. “I’m 
right here inside of it, and 
they haven’t bothered me at 
all.”

Single Source, a hemp 
brand based out of Burling-
ton, North Carolina, served 
as the main sponsor of Blue 
Ridge Rock Fest.

“It’s our first time spon-
soring a music festival, and 
it’s been an amazing experi-
ence,” said company owner 
Ryan Todd. “It has been an 
amazing experience for us. 
We’ve met a lot of amazing 
people. It’s a ton of fun.”

Before festivalgoers ar-
rived, however, many report-
ed waiting in traffic on U.S. 
Highway 29 for as many as 
seven hours Thursday.

Attendees drove to the 
small community of Blairs 
from 24 states as far as 
Colorado, Arizona, Texas, 
Vermont and Minnesota. 
Others flew in from as far 
as England and Australia to 
see their favorite rock bands 
live, many of which had not 
played a concert in years.

“The venue is cool, I like 
it a lot,” said Joe Scaruzzi of 
Baltimore, Maryland. “The 
venue is huge.”

Scaruzzi was most excited 
to see Beartooth play live.

“The shuttle system is kind 
of wack, though,” he said.

Some festivalgoers told 
reporters they had waited 
in excess of one hour for a 
shuttle to tote them to the 
amphitheater from campsites 
and parking lots as far as 
Chatham.

“It’s a sh-t show,” said 
Chad Austin of Winston-
Salem. “I don’t like that we 
paid for a parking spot that 
we weren’t able to use.”

Although the venue over-
sold parking spots and camp-
sites, Austin said he expected 
a few hiccups from an up-
and-coming entertainment 
company holding its first 
ever large-scale event.

“It’s not as organized as 
it could be, but it’s a great 
time,” he said. “The music is 
great.”

Sarah Holdre of Roanoke 
attended Blue Ridge Rock 
Fest in 2019 and 2018 when 
it was held in Appomattox 
County. After arriving in 

Blairs for her third festival, 
she also voiced complaints 
about shuttle service and 
parking.

“It has been a disaster,” 
Holdre said. “They have no 
parking. We got stranded and 
they made us pay to ride a 
shuttle that was supposed to 
be free.”

While she was impressed 
with the lineup, Holdre said 
she’s not itching to keep her 
tradition going at Blue Ridge 
Amphitheater.

“We’ll give it two or three 
years before we come back,” 
she said. “Once they figure 
out parking and transporta-
tion figured out, it will be 
great.”

Heaven Temple was most 
excited to see Two Sides of 
Me, a rock band based in 
Temple’s own hometown of 
Bedford. She had only posi-
tive things to say about her 
first music festival.

“It’s awesome,” Temple 
said. “I’m not worried about 
anything.”

Temple added that the 
craziest thing she saw at the 
festival was a man in a taco 
costume doing a keg-stand.

“I love the people here,” 
said Adreanna Igel of Chesa-
peake, who made the four-
hour commute for her first 
ever concert. “I feel like I 
can trust everyone here. I 
would let anyone hold my 
drink.”

When it came to parking 
and transportation gripes, 
however, not everyone was 
so forgiving.

“The overall chaos felt 
borderline apocalyptic,” said 
August Ford, who attended 
the festival from Vale, North 
Carolina. Ford referred to 
Blue Ridge Rock Fest as 
“Fyre Fest 2.0,” alluding to 
a failed luxury music festival 
founded by con artist Billy 
McFarland and rapper Ja 
Rule in 2017.

“The first day, we only 
spent about three and a half 
hours on the actual festival 
grounds watching bands per-
form,” Ford said. “We spent 
about 10 hours altogether 
trying to get in and out of 
the grounds, waiting for the 
shuttle and sitting in traffic.

After waiting for a shuttle 
bus that seemingly never 
came, Ford elected to walk 3 
miles back to her car.

“That walk was an ex-
tremely harrowing experi-
ence as there were no flood 
lights set up,” she recounted. 
“The two running shuttle 
buses were flying down the 
same road we were walking 
on and the last half of the 
walk was on a working and 
busy highway with nothing 
but cones as a divider.”

As an out-of-towner, Ford 
reported feeling unwelcome 

in Pittsylvania County.
“The whole way we only 

saw about two or three po-
lice officers and there was 
absolutely no one around to 
guide or direct us,” she said. 
“After we returned to the car, 
we spent three hours sitting 
in the parking lot, which was 
an empty muddy field with 
no lights and full of ditches, 
because there were only two 
exits and someone got stuck 
in the mud at one of them 
and there was no one there 
to help them out. On top of 
that, there was no signage 
to make a clear way out so 
there were many jams as 
people drove around aim-
lessly.”

Pittsylvania County offi-
cials recognized there were 
major infrastructural prob-
lems surrounded parking and 
transportation on Thursday 
and that the event’s on-site 
camping and traffic vendors 
were overwhelmed, but after 
interfering Friday morning, 
believe the weekend dates 
went off without a hitch.

“After some difficulties 
early in the festival, opera-
tions on Saturday and Sun-
day were flawless,” county 
officials said in a statement.

Pittsylvania County agen-
cies took the reins of all op-
erations outside event gates 
at 10 a.m. Friday morning at 
the request of Purpose Driv-
en Events.

“There were minimal law 
enforcement incidents out-
side of and inside the event 
grounds, which is a testa-
ment to the careful planning 
and excellent execution from 
the many regulating agencies 
that were involved and a tes-
tament to the fans, who were 
courteous, helpful and large-
ly positive about the way the 
event improved each day,” 
the statement continued.

All direct costs of servic-
es provided by Pittsylvania 
County and other regulatory 
agencies will be reimbursed 
by Purpose Driven Events.

It was also noted that 
Pittsylvania County is ex-
pected to receive more than 
$100,000 in meals taxes as a 
result of food and beverage 
sales at last weekend’s rock 
festival.

“The Blue Ridge Rock 
Festival undoubtedly had a 
positive economic impact on 
not just Pittsylvania County 
and businesses within Pitt-
sylvania County, but the en-
tire region,” the statement 
concluded. “Pittsylvania 
County leaders are thrilled 
that Pittsylvania County is 
home to the Blue Ridge Am-
phitheater and look forward 
to working with Purpose 
Driven Events on future 
events and music festivals.”

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Pictured from left: Josh Rising, Casey Rising, Jessica Buckner and Danville 
City Councilman James Buckner. The foursome eagerly attended the Blue 
Ridge Rock Festival last weekend.

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
From left to right: Crystal Cox, Bronson Riser and Taylor Riser, all of 
Northwest Ohio. The trio drove about nine hours to see their favorite rock 
bands play live in Blairs.

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Blue Ridge Rock Fest saw a total turnout in excess of 130,000.

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Billy Landrum, also known as “Sh-trock Santa” and “Moshpit Santa,” came 
to Blue Ridge Amphitheater from Augusta, Georgia.

Ivermectin
Continued from page 1A

that these products are for 
animal use only.”

Signs line the aisles of 
Tractor Supply’s Danville 
location, warning against 
human consumption of the 
drug and citing severe per-
sonal injury and death as 
possible consequences.

“If customers have ques-
tions about COVID-19, 
we suggest consulting a 
licensed physician,” War-
ner said. “The anti-parasite 
drug Ivermectin has not 
been approved by the FDA 
for use in treating or pre-
venting COVID-19 in hu-
mans.”

One licensed physician 
in the city, Dr. Sheranda 
Gunn-Nolan, market chief 
medical officer at Sovah 
Health, adduced the FDA’s 
lack of approval as one of 
multiple reasons not to at-
tempt treatment of COVID 
symptoms in humans with 
ivermectin. 

“The FDA confirmed it 
has not reviewed data to 
support the use of iver-
mectin in COVID-19 pa-
tients to treat or prevent 
COVID-19, however, 
initial research is under-
way,” Gunn-Nolan said. 
“The FDA has received 
multiple reports of patients 

who have required medical 
support and been hospital-
ized after self-medicating 
with ivermectin intended 
for horses.”

Ivermectin is sometimes 
prescribed to humans in 
tapered doses, but only to 
treat river blindness and 
intestinal roundworm in-
fection.

“Taking large doses of 
this drug can be danger-
ous and potentially fatal,” 
Gunn-Nolan said. “Even 
the levels of ivermectin for 
approved uses for humans 
can interact with other 
medications, like blood-
thinners.”

Side effects of ivermec-
tin include nausea, vomit-
ing, diarrhea, hypotension 
(low blood pressure), aller-
gic reactions (itching and 
hives), dizziness, problems 
with balance, seizures, co-
mas and even death, Gunn-
Nolan said.

“It is possible to over-
dose on ivermectin,” she 
continued. “Additionally, 
the CDC has reported an 
increase in calls to poison 
control centers reporting 
overdose and more people 
experiencing adverse ef-
fects associated with iver-
mectin misuse.”

Sovah Health maintains 
that the best way to avoid 
severe symptoms of the vi-
rus is to get a COVID-19 
vaccine. Vaccination rates 
in Danville and Pittsylva-
nia County continue to lag 
behind state and national 
averages.

“Getting vaccinated 
is truly the best form of 
protection against CO-
VID-19,” Gunn-Nolan 
said. “The vaccine greatly 
reduces the likelihood of 
someone contracting the 
virus, being hospitalized 
with a severe case of CO-
VID-19 or dying. Addi-
tionally, wearing a mask, 
maintaining six feet of 
social distance between 
yourself and those not in 
your household, and prac-
ticing proper hand hygiene 
are all effective precau-
tions to help reduce the 
spread of illness.”

Clinical trials assessing 
ivermectin tablets for the 
prevention or treatment of 
COVID-19 in people are 
ongoing. It is also impor-
tant to note that ivermectin 
intended for animals and 
ivermectin intended for 
humans are molecularly 
different.

DPS, PATHS to 
host vaccine clinic

Danville Public Schools and Piedmont 
Access to Health Services (PATHS) are 
uniting to provide more opportunities for 
people in Danville to get vaccinated.

The two entities are jointly holding a 
COVID-19 vaccine clinic for anyone ages 
12 and up inside the George Washington 
High School auditorium. The clinic, which 
will be appointment only, will occur on 
Saturday, Oct. 16 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Those interested in registering for the 
clinic will need to fill out a PATHS patient 

form and return it to the school nurse before 
Friday, Oct. 1.

Those who submit paperwork after Oct. 1 
will be placed on a waiting list.

For more information or to do a pre-
registration via telephone, contact PATHS 
at 434-791-4122 ext. 1004.

Patients are expected to provide their 
insurance card or information and students 
who are under 18 must be accompanied by 
a parent or legal guardian.

Public feedback 
sought on rock fest

Pittsylvania County is seeking feedback 
regarding the Blue Ridge Rock Festival.

The county wants area residents as well 
as out-of-town attendees to share about their 
experiences and provide feedback on how 
future events could be improved.

The feedback will be shared with the 
appropriate group, whether that be the 
event promoter or a regulating agency. For 
instance, input regarding parking and event 

security will be shared with the festival 
organizer, whereas feedback about public 
safety and traffic plans would be directed 
toward agencies like Pittsylvania County 
Public Safety, the Virginia Department 
of Transportation, and the Virginia State 
Police, as well as the event promoter. 

You can find the survey at pittsylvania-
countyva.gov/festivalfeedback
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Hello, 

REBECCA
BOLTON
of Danville
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subscribing

to the Star-Tribune!

Quick Reads

Chatham delegate discusses redistricting page 3A

Disabled 
Veterans
Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 
19 will hold its reg-
ular monthly meet-
ing Monday Oct. 
4 at 6:30 p.m. at 
American Legion 
Post 325.

Tree of lights
Renan Volunteer 
Fire Department 
is sponsoring its 
annual Tree of 
Lights Fundraiser 
again this year. It 
is a time that you 
can recognize your 
friends and loved 
ones by purchas-
ing a bulb in honor 
of, in memory of, 
or recognizing their 
service in the mili-
tary. Bulbs can be 
purchased for $5 
between now and 
Nov. 1, by seeing 
any fire depart-
ment member.

Gretna Lions 
Club BBQ
The Gretna Lions 
Club will have 
a barbeque on 
Saturday, Oct. 16 
on the lot adjacent 
to Carter Bank & 
Trust in Gretna. 
BBQ will be avail-
able by the pint. 
BBQ can be pre-
ordered by calling 
434-656-1313 and 
leaving a message 
along with a phone 
number. The price 
will be $12 per pint. 

Ennis Retirees 
meeting
The Ennis Retirees 
will have their 
monthly breakfast 
on Monday, Oct. 
4, at Bojangles in 
Blairs.

100 Mile Yard 
Sale
The Northern 
Pittsylvania County 
Food Center will 
join the 100 Mile 
Yard Sale on Oct. 
2. NPCFC will not 
operate from its 
current location 
but will be located 
at 276 Loose Grip 
Lane in Chatham, 
beginning Sept. 
29, from 8 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. every 
day.

Gun raffle
R i c e v i l l e - 
J a v a Volunteer 
Fire Department 
is holding its 
2021 gun raffle. 
Prizes are based 
on Virginia pick 3 
numbers for the 
weeks of Dec. 6-10 
and Dec. 13-17. 
Twenty prizes will 
be drawn. Tickets 
are $20. Winners 
will collect fire-
arms at PointBlank 
Sporting Goods 
in Gretna. For 
more tickets, call 
Rodney Shelton at 
434-251-2018. 

Book sale
Friends of 
Pittsylvania County 
Public Library will 
hold a book sale 
Friday, Oct. 1 
from 9 a.m. until 
5 p.m. and again 
Saturday, Oct. 2 
from 10 a.m. until 
2 p.m. The sale 
will occur at the 
Ennis Building, 
340 Whitehead St. 
in Chatham next to 
the train station.

GRETNA MAN GETS 174 YEARS
By ELIAS WEISS

Star-Tribune News Editor

A Gretna man was sen-
tenced to 174 years in 
prison Monday morning in 
Pittsylvania County Circuit 
Court for raping and sod-
omizing his daughter.

James William Shough 
Sr. appeared before Judge 

Stacey W. Moreau Monday 
morning on three counts 
of rape, three counts of 
forced sodomy, two counts 
of incest and one count of 
maliciously discharging a 
firearm inside an occupied 
building.

“It was heartbreaking,” 
Moreau said of the testimo-
ny at Shough’s July 13 trial, 
where a grand jury hand-

ed down a 
guilty ver-
dict on all 
counts.

“What you 
did was just 
deplorable,” 
M o r e a u 
a d d r e s s e d 
the defen-
dant, who was wearing an 
orange jumpsuit and blue 

face mask in court early 
Monday morning. Shough 
was holding a Bible.

Moreau sentenced 
Shough, 44, to 174 years 
with 102 years suspend-
ed. Eligible for release at 
age 116, Moreau’s deci-
sion equates practically 
to a life sentence, which 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 

Shough Sr.

See SHOUGH, page 16A

Danville man already 
cashing in on casino 

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Co-owner Jay Yow dons his freshman merchandise company’s hat and polo at the 
Dan Vegas Designs storefront in Yanceyville, North Carolina, Thursday morning.

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
This sign was erected outside the residential-
home-turned-business on Melvin Wrenn Road in 
Yanceyville, North Carolina, just 15 minutes south of 
Danville City.

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

One Danville man is 
already all-in as Caesars 
Entertainment prepares to 
break ground on its Danville 
casino resort in December.

Jay Yow, a Danville 
native and graduate of 
George Washington High 
School, together with his 
partner Ronnie Randall 
of Yanceyville, launched 
Dan Vegas Designs in late 
summer 2020 – months 
before Caesars Virginia was 
approved by a convincing 
68 percent of Danville City 
voters.

“I’ve been in the business 
well over 20 years,” Yow 
said. “In July 2020 I left 
[a] company and decided to 
open up my own shop.”

Yow and Randall run 
their merchandising opera-

tion out of a residential-
home-turned-business at 
693 Melvin Wrenn Road in 
Yanceyville, about 15 min-
utes south of Danville.

“Everybody called 
Danville ‘Dan Vegas’ as a 
joke,” said Yow, who was 

born in 1966 and recalls 
hearing the phrase “Dan 
Vegas” since the 1970s. “I 
think the idea behind it was 
that we had so much crime, 
it was like Las Vegas.”

See DESIGNS, page 2A

After years, Banister River Bridge 
construction to be completed

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
At a cost of $5.9 million, VDOT says the Banister River Bridge two-
lane superstructure project is a “top priority” that will be complete 
in early spring 2022.

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

It has been nearly 
two years since the 
Banister River Bridge 
on U.S. Highway 
29 Northbound was 
reduced to one lane. 
While orange “road 
work” signs dot the 
Tightsqueeze area 
on both sides of 
Pittsylvania County’s 
most driven route, to 
the thousands of com-
muters who cross the 
bridge every day, the 
project has appeared 
dormant since it start-

ed in January 2020.
Virginia Department 

of Transportation 
(VDOT) officials 
responded to the frus-
tration of Chatham-
area residents after the 
Star-Tribune received 
an influx of letters 
asking when road-
work would resume 
and what has taken so 
long.

“New superstruc-
ture replacement 
projects require sur-
vey and design work, 
including plan and 
contract preparation,” 
said Paula Jones, com-
munications man-

ager for VDOT’s 
Lynchburg District, 
which includes 
Pittsylvania County. 
“This is a lengthy pro-
cess requiring coordi-
nation with a various 
of functions.”

Jones confirmed 
the project, a new 
unposted two-lane 
superstructure, would 
be complete in early 
spring 2022. The cost 
is approximately $5.9 
million and is funded 
through the district’s 
maintenance and oper-
ations budget.

See BRIDGE,
page 2A

Drugs,  alcohol 
charges lodged 
at  rock  festival

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

After readers expressed 
concerns of crime at the 
Blue Ridge Rock Festival, 
which attracted 160,000 
to Pittsylvania County 
early this month, the 
Star-Tribune submitted a 
Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) request to 
obtain documents listing 

all arrests and citations 
issued at the festival.

Constitutional officers 
in Pittsylvania County 
arrested six people from 
five different states and 
issued three citations to 
Blue Ridge Rock Festival 
attendees between Sept. 8 
and Sept. 13, 2021.

On Wednesday, Sept. 8, 
one day before the fes-
tival began, Pittsylvania 

Country  festival 
permits revoked

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

After the Blue Ridge 
Country Festival was 
postponed to next year, 
Purpose Driven Events 
provided customers with 
quesitonable reason as to 
why the event was sud-
denly called off.

Purpose Driven Events 
quietly sent an email to 
ticketholders Monday 
containing misleading 
information about why 
the festival was moved 
last-minute from Oct. 
1-3, 2021, to May 13-15, 
2022.

“At the request of 
health officials, Blue 
Ridge Country Festival 
slated for Oct. 1-3, 2021, 
will be postponed to May 
13-15, 2022, due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic,” the email reads.

Pittsylvania-Danville 
Health Department offi-
cials vehemently denied 
ever canceling the event 
or even suggesting it be 
postponed.

“VDH did not cancel 
the Blue Ridge Country 
Festival, nor did VDH 
request that the promot-
ers do so,” Robert Parker, 

See DRUGS, page 16A

See COUNTRY,
page 16A

Around the corner from Old Dutch

434-770-6026

OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

8:30-5:30
DRIvE THRU sERvIcE AvAILABLE

Blue Ridge Country Festival 
postponed to next year

– Prosecutor Bryan Haskins

Judge hands down damning sentence to man who defiled own daughter
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Below you will find 10 trivia questions where you can test your 
knowledge of local news in Danville and Pittsylvania County. 
The answers can be found within the text of this week’s paper. 
Log on to the Star-Tribune’s website, www.chathamstartribune.
com, to submit your answers. Everyone who gets all of the trivia 
questions correct will be entered into a drawing to win a prize 
each week. Good luck!

What Pharmacy
Was Meant To Be

Jeff Rodden,
Pharmacist

21 S. Main St. • ChathaM, Va
(434) 432-2094

8-6 Monday - Friday • 9-2 Saturday • 24 hour availability
Locally Owned & Operated

Flu & Shingles Vaccines Available!We Welcome All Former
Chatham Family Pharmacy Customers!

Call & Have Your Prescriptions Transferred
• Delivery AvAilAble! • 

We Accept Most Medicare Part D • Medicare • Medicare insurance 

21 South Main Street • Chatham, VA • (434) 432-2094
8-6 Monday-Friday • 9-2 Saturday • 24 Hour Availablity

LoCALLy owned & operAted

21 South Main Street
DOWNTOWN CHATHAM, VA

434.432.2094
8-6 Monday-Friday

9-2 Saturday

318 Craghead Street
DOWNTOWN DANVILLE, VA

434.425.0701
8-7 Monday-Friday

9-3 Saturday

Call for take-out! 
434-432-8192

Monday-Thursday 11-10
Friday & Saturday 11-10:30

Sunday Closed

Lunch Specials
Starting at $425

13950 US Hwy. 29 • Chatham, VA

Take & Bake
Family Meal Deals

Check Facebook
For Weekly Menus

Regular Menu
Also Available

Call For Take-Out OR Curbside
434-822-6029

Thank You For Supporting Local Businesses!434-822-6029
6265 Kentuck Road, Ringgold, VA

Call For 
Take-
Out

201 McBride Lane, Gretna, Virgina 
(434) 656-3411

Monday - Saturday 11am - 9pm

1.  How many people were arrested at the Blue Ridge
 Rock Festival?
2.  Bow hunting season starts on what date?
3.  Dan Vegas Designs started trademarking in what
 month and year?
4.  How much will the Banister River Bridge project
 cost?
5.  What Gretna native joined DCC faculty this week?
6.  Ricky Irby graduated form Gretna High School in
 what year?
7.  A truck carrying what animal crashed in Gretna this
 week?
8.  How many meals were packed at Averett this week?
9.  GW rescheduled its matchup against Dinwiddie for
 what date?
10.  Starting salary at Danville Police Department is now
 what dollar amount?

ONLINE

TRIBUNE

Have Fun ...
Win Great Prizes!

STAR-TRIBUNE
28 N. Main Street, Chatham, VA 24531

434-432-2791 • www.chathamstartribune.com

PRIZES
• 5 tickets to the Danville-Pittsylvania County Fair

• Two $25 gift cards to San Marcos &  
one $15 gift card to Dairy Queen 

• Two $20 gift cards to Chasity’s Cafe &  
one $15 gift card to Dairy Queen (this week)

• Four $25 gift cards to Mama Rosa’s &  
one $15 gift card to Dairy Queen

Ready to play Tribune Trivia?

Sponsored by:

1304 W Gretna Rd | Gretna, VA
(434) 656-6009 | www.dairyqueen.com

M - Sa 5:30a - 10p
Sun 6:30a - 10pCongratulations to Carol Hedrick 

for winning last week’s Trivia!

County sheriff’s deputies took 26-year-
old Rachel Faye Ward of Auburn, 
Washington, into custody on charges of 
public swearing or intoxication.

On Thursday, 29-year-old Cassandra 
Jo Davis of Radford, Virginia, was taken 
into custody on charges of public swear-
ing or intoxication.

At 1:37 a.m. Friday morning, 
Pittsylvania County sheriff’s deputies 
took 33-year-old Elizabeth Rigrod of 
Northport, New York, into custody on 
charges of public swearing or intoxica-
tion. At 12:37 p.m., the sheriff’s office 
arrested 39-year-old Christopher Allen 
Ballard of Virginia Beach on the same 
charges.

On Friday evening, Pittsylvania County 
sheriff’s deputies took both 44-year-
old Joel Steven Ryan of Hyattsville, 
Maryland, and 26-year-old Eric Michael 
Smidt of West Milford, New Jersey, into 
custody on charges of public swearing or 
intoxication.

Pittsylvania County Sheriff’s Office 
also cited Clifton Conrad Hoots of 
Hickory, North Carolina, Jamie P. Fox 
of Rome, New York, and Robert Joseph 
McCandless Jr. of Philadelphia for con-
suming marijuana in public.

All three were cited Friday on the fes-
tival grounds.

Although some residents reported 
instances of vandalism on and around 
Lester Lane in Blairs, where Blue Ridge 
Amphitheater lies, no arrests or citations 
were executed for any violent or destruc-
tive crimes at or near the festival grounds 
between the dates of Sept. 8 and Sept. 
13, 2021.

Drugs
Continued from page 1A

VDH public information officer, said 
Tuesday around noon.

A letter obtained by the Star-Tribune 
from Pittsylvania County Administrator 
David Smitherman to Purpose Driven 
Events CEO Jonathan Slye shows the 
event was postponed because Purpose 
Driven Events holds no permit to hold the 
festival and is actively noncompliant with 
numerous different county regulations.

The letter, dated Sept. 21, 2021, reads:
“Dear Mr. Slye,
“The purpose of this letter is to inform 

you that all permits related to the Blue 
Ridge County Festival are hereby rescind-
ed due to lack of compliance with action 
of the Board of Supervisors at its June 22, 
2021 meeting.

“Specifically, the County does not pos-
sess sufficient or approved plans relating 
to among other things, traffic, parking, 
camping, and security, nor do we pos-
sess a finalized site layout for the festival 
and camping areas. Many of these issues 
require a lead time of review that is not 
possible given the 10 days remaining 
before your event.

“If you desire to continue your plans to 
stage the Blue Ridge County Festival, it 
is required that the following be submit-
ted to my office no later than noon on 
Thursday, September 23, 2021:

1. Finalized site plans for the festival 
grounds and all camping areas.

2. A Traffic Control Plan and Parking 
Plan.

3. An up-to-date list and contact infor-
mation for all contractors that will oversee 
any aspect of the event.

4. An updated Trash Management Plan 
that includes specific timeframes for site

inspections and collection of any trash 
in and around the venue.

5. A list of all security personnel so they 
can be properly vetted by the Sheriff’s 
Department.

6. A complete Coordinator’s Package 
submitted to the Virginia Department of 
Health.

7. A Temporary Campground 
Application including complete site maps 
of all camping locations and potable water 
source and wastewater hauling infor-
mation, including any applicable proof 

of licensing, submitted to the Virginia 
Department of Health.

“Additionally, no permit will be issued 
until the County receives full proceeds 
from the Meals Tax related to both the 
Worship at the Mountain and Blue Ridge 
Rock Festival events. These funds were 
due to be provided to the Commissioner 
of the Revenue, Ms. Robin Goard, on 
Friday, September 17, 2021, but I under-
stand there has been miscommunication 
regarding this matter. Please remit full 
County Meals Tax proceeds by hand 
delivery or overnight delivery post haste. 
Any additional outstanding bills that you 
have received from Pittsylvania County 
relating to Worship at the Mountain or 
Blue Ridge Rock Festival must also be 
paid in full, or an additional $500,000 
bond will be required for the Blue Ridge 
Country Festival.

“Finally, local officials will be assem-
bled at 3:30pm this Friday, September 
24, 2021, at the County Administration 
Conference Room at 1 Center Street, 
Chatham, to review with you all plans 
submitted on September 23rd. Failure to 
adequately respond or attend will indicate 
your intention to not hold the Blue Ridge 
Country Festival.

“If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to reach out.”

Blue Ridge Country Festival, which 
was set to kick off this Friday, would have 
featured country stars Toby Keith, Darius 
Rucker, Jake Owen, Chris Young, Rodney 
Atkins, Justin Moore, Dustin Lynch, 
Frankie Ballard, Mitchell Tenpenny and 
others.

Slye broke his silence Tuesday after-
noon, telling the Star-Tribune he “could 
have absolutely moved forward” with 
reinstating necessary permits for the Blue 
Ridge Country Festival.

“The reason that we did not finish final-
izing the rest of these plans is because we 
had been contacted starting Monday by a 
couple of government officials that stated 
there was a good chance, a likelihood, that 
COVID would play into effect and that 
COVID was a factor,” Slye said.

While Slye would not name the offi-
cials who reportedly advised him to post-
pone the festival, he admitted the reasons 

went beyond COVID-19.
“The situation deepens beyond just 

health,” Slye said. “We had a few artists 
that dropped off the bill. There were dif-
ferent reasons why numerous artists had 
to drop off the bill. We had to get all of 
our ducks in a row with the artists. We 
have to get them to approve...everything.”

Slye noted that no artist pulled out at 
the direction of Purpose Driven Events or 
at the fault of the promoter.

Slye maintained the COVID concerns 
were the ultimate reason the event was 
pushed to next year just three days before 
it was set to start.

“We wanted the event to be conducted 
more safely in May,” he said. “Why force 
the festival to move forward when it 
doesn’t need to?”

Slye added that Purpose Driven Events 
is recovering from mishaps at the Blue 
Ridge Rock Festival earlier this month, 
which brought attendance of 160,000 to 
the small community of Blairs – far more 
than the country festival anticipated.

“The only thing that could be classified 
as a cover-up is, at no surprise to anyone, 
we fired a lot of people after the rock 
festival,” Slye said. “We have brought in 
new individuals and infrastructure, but 
ultimately...we really want to make sure 
this next event runs very soundly.”

Slye also addressed the numerous com-
plaints of failure to remit taxes and non-
compliance with Pittsylvania County.

“We could have absolutely moved for-
ward with the festival,” he said. “All the 
finances have been paid on the meals 
taxes for both Worship at the Mountain 
and Blue Ridge Rock Fest.”

Slye acknowledged the festival was for-
mally called off Friday, but said the delay 
in public statement was due to “getting 
everything back on the table.”

“Miraculously, we were able to find a 
weekend very soon when it is acceptable 
to do it with [good] weather,” Slye said. 
“It has been a very costly loss to us to 
postpone this date. Ultimately, we had a 
strong number of ticket sales. We thought 
this was the smartest, wisest things to do. 
In good conscience, we could not proceed 
with the festival.”

Country
Continued from page 1A

R. Bryan Haskins requested.
“This is the victim’s father,” Haskins 

said. “This father became the evil he 
was supposed to protect her from. All 
because he wanted to have sex whenever 
he wanted it.”

Despite his convictions, Shough per-
sisted his innocence even after sentenc-
ing.

“I didn’t do this,” Shough addressed the 
court. “I’m innocent. There is no physical 
proof that I touched my daughter.”

Moreau disagreed, calling the evidence 
“overwhelming.”

“They’re not the first kids to get mad 
at their parents, but they are the first kids 
I know of to put them in prison,” Shough 
said. His children testified against him at 
his July jury trial.

According to Haskins, Shough exhib-
ited “homicidal traits toward his children 
for testifying against him.”

In a psychosexual evaluation conduct-
ed at Central State Hospital in Dinwiddie 
and provided as evidence to the court 
Sept. 20, 2021, doctors concluded 
Shough was “impervious to feedback” 
and that he “tended to blame all his 
ailments on others.” The report found 
evidence of Narcissistic Personality 
Disorder, Antisocial Personality Disorder 
and Psychopathy.

“He got custody of his daughter and 
decided to make her his sex slave,” 
Haskins said. “He is a high risk to reof-
fend due to his psychopathic tendencies.”

According to testimony, Shough 
molested and raped his daughter in the 
family’s sole bathroom and instructed 
his other children to use the bathroom 
outdoors during the process.

“They were all scared,” Haskins said.
Moreau broke the sentence down – 25 

years with all but 10 suspended for each 
of the three rape and three forced sodomy 
charges, and eight years with all but four 
suspended for each of the two incest 
charges and the firearms charge.

Shough’s defense attorney filed a 
motion to set aside the verdict, which 
was swiftly denied.

Shough was first arrested Nov. 18, 
2020, for offenses dating from to April 1, 
2017, to July 1, 2019.

According to Haskins, Shough has had 
relationships with a number of different 
women, resulting in “lots of domestic 
violence and cheating.”

“Everything is their fault,” Haskins 
said.

Haskins said Shough blames his daugh-
ter for the assaults and that, although 
he was intoxicated at the time of the 
assaults, indicated he would have done 
the same thing sober.

“[He thinks] the world revolves around 
him,” Haskins said.

Of Shough, Doctors at Central State 
Hospital “questioned his veracity given 
inconsistencies” in his own testimony 
of the then-alleged assaults. Shough told 
doctors he had only used marijuana twice 
in his life, both at age 15, and later admit-
ted to using marijuana three times per 
week up until his arrest in 2020.

“He should serve the maximum amount 
of time the court can give him,” Haskins 
asked Judge Moreau. “This defendant 
needs to spend the rest of his life in 
prison.”

Haskins got his wish.
Among five other stipulations to 

Shough’s sentence, he will never be able 
to have contact with his children again. 
Shough has 30 days from Sept. 27 to 
appeal Judge Moreau’s decision.

Shough
Continued from page 1A
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Hello, 

REBECCA
BOLTON
of Danville

Thanks for 
subscribing

to the Star-Tribune!

Quick Reads

Chatham delegate discusses redistricting page 3A

Disabled 
Veterans
Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 
19 will hold its reg-
ular monthly meet-
ing Monday Oct. 
4 at 6:30 p.m. at 
American Legion 
Post 325.

Tree of lights
Renan Volunteer 
Fire Department 
is sponsoring its 
annual Tree of 
Lights Fundraiser 
again this year. It 
is a time that you 
can recognize your 
friends and loved 
ones by purchas-
ing a bulb in honor 
of, in memory of, 
or recognizing their 
service in the mili-
tary. Bulbs can be 
purchased for $5 
between now and 
Nov. 1, by seeing 
any fire depart-
ment member.

Gretna Lions 
Club BBQ
The Gretna Lions 
Club will have 
a barbeque on 
Saturday, Oct. 16 
on the lot adjacent 
to Carter Bank & 
Trust in Gretna. 
BBQ will be avail-
able by the pint. 
BBQ can be pre-
ordered by calling 
434-656-1313 and 
leaving a message 
along with a phone 
number. The price 
will be $12 per pint. 

Ennis Retirees 
meeting
The Ennis Retirees 
will have their 
monthly breakfast 
on Monday, Oct. 
4, at Bojangles in 
Blairs.

100 Mile Yard 
Sale
The Northern 
Pittsylvania County 
Food Center will 
join the 100 Mile 
Yard Sale on Oct. 
2. NPCFC will not 
operate from its 
current location 
but will be located 
at 276 Loose Grip 
Lane in Chatham, 
beginning Sept. 
29, from 8 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. every 
day.

Gun raffle
R i c e v i l l e - 
J a v a Volunteer 
Fire Department 
is holding its 
2021 gun raffle. 
Prizes are based 
on Virginia pick 3 
numbers for the 
weeks of Dec. 6-10 
and Dec. 13-17. 
Twenty prizes will 
be drawn. Tickets 
are $20. Winners 
will collect fire-
arms at PointBlank 
Sporting Goods 
in Gretna. For 
more tickets, call 
Rodney Shelton at 
434-251-2018. 

Book sale
Friends of 
Pittsylvania County 
Public Library will 
hold a book sale 
Friday, Oct. 1 
from 9 a.m. until 
5 p.m. and again 
Saturday, Oct. 2 
from 10 a.m. until 
2 p.m. The sale 
will occur at the 
Ennis Building, 
340 Whitehead St. 
in Chatham next to 
the train station.

GRETNA MAN GETS 174 YEARS
By ELIAS WEISS

Star-Tribune News Editor

A Gretna man was sen-
tenced to 174 years in 
prison Monday morning in 
Pittsylvania County Circuit 
Court for raping and sod-
omizing his daughter.

James William Shough 
Sr. appeared before Judge 

Stacey W. Moreau Monday 
morning on three counts 
of rape, three counts of 
forced sodomy, two counts 
of incest and one count of 
maliciously discharging a 
firearm inside an occupied 
building.

“It was heartbreaking,” 
Moreau said of the testimo-
ny at Shough’s July 13 trial, 
where a grand jury hand-

ed down a 
guilty ver-
dict on all 
counts.

“What you 
did was just 
deplorable,” 
M o r e a u 
a d d r e s s e d 
the defen-
dant, who was wearing an 
orange jumpsuit and blue 

face mask in court early 
Monday morning. Shough 
was holding a Bible.

Moreau sentenced 
Shough, 44, to 174 years 
with 102 years suspend-
ed. Eligible for release at 
age 116, Moreau’s deci-
sion equates practically 
to a life sentence, which 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 

Shough Sr.

See SHOUGH, page 16A

Danville man already 
cashing in on casino 

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Co-owner Jay Yow dons his freshman merchandise company’s hat and polo at the 
Dan Vegas Designs storefront in Yanceyville, North Carolina, Thursday morning.

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
This sign was erected outside the residential-
home-turned-business on Melvin Wrenn Road in 
Yanceyville, North Carolina, just 15 minutes south of 
Danville City.

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

One Danville man is 
already all-in as Caesars 
Entertainment prepares to 
break ground on its Danville 
casino resort in December.

Jay Yow, a Danville 
native and graduate of 
George Washington High 
School, together with his 
partner Ronnie Randall 
of Yanceyville, launched 
Dan Vegas Designs in late 
summer 2020 – months 
before Caesars Virginia was 
approved by a convincing 
68 percent of Danville City 
voters.

“I’ve been in the business 
well over 20 years,” Yow 
said. “In July 2020 I left 
[a] company and decided to 
open up my own shop.”

Yow and Randall run 
their merchandising opera-

tion out of a residential-
home-turned-business at 
693 Melvin Wrenn Road in 
Yanceyville, about 15 min-
utes south of Danville.

“Everybody called 
Danville ‘Dan Vegas’ as a 
joke,” said Yow, who was 

born in 1966 and recalls 
hearing the phrase “Dan 
Vegas” since the 1970s. “I 
think the idea behind it was 
that we had so much crime, 
it was like Las Vegas.”

See DESIGNS, page 2A

After years, Banister River Bridge 
construction to be completed

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
At a cost of $5.9 million, VDOT says the Banister River Bridge two-
lane superstructure project is a “top priority” that will be complete 
in early spring 2022.

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

It has been nearly 
two years since the 
Banister River Bridge 
on U.S. Highway 
29 Northbound was 
reduced to one lane. 
While orange “road 
work” signs dot the 
Tightsqueeze area 
on both sides of 
Pittsylvania County’s 
most driven route, to 
the thousands of com-
muters who cross the 
bridge every day, the 
project has appeared 
dormant since it start-

ed in January 2020.
Virginia Department 

of Transportation 
(VDOT) officials 
responded to the frus-
tration of Chatham-
area residents after the 
Star-Tribune received 
an influx of letters 
asking when road-
work would resume 
and what has taken so 
long.

“New superstruc-
ture replacement 
projects require sur-
vey and design work, 
including plan and 
contract preparation,” 
said Paula Jones, com-
munications man-

ager for VDOT’s 
Lynchburg District, 
which includes 
Pittsylvania County. 
“This is a lengthy pro-
cess requiring coordi-
nation with a various 
of functions.”

Jones confirmed 
the project, a new 
unposted two-lane 
superstructure, would 
be complete in early 
spring 2022. The cost 
is approximately $5.9 
million and is funded 
through the district’s 
maintenance and oper-
ations budget.

See BRIDGE,
page 2A

Drugs,  alcohol 
charges lodged 
at  rock  festival

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

After readers expressed 
concerns of crime at the 
Blue Ridge Rock Festival, 
which attracted 160,000 
to Pittsylvania County 
early this month, the 
Star-Tribune submitted a 
Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) request to 
obtain documents listing 

all arrests and citations 
issued at the festival.

Constitutional officers 
in Pittsylvania County 
arrested six people from 
five different states and 
issued three citations to 
Blue Ridge Rock Festival 
attendees between Sept. 8 
and Sept. 13, 2021.

On Wednesday, Sept. 8, 
one day before the fes-
tival began, Pittsylvania 

Country  festival 
permits revoked

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

After the Blue Ridge 
Country Festival was 
postponed to next year, 
Purpose Driven Events 
provided customers with 
quesitonable reason as to 
why the event was sud-
denly called off.

Purpose Driven Events 
quietly sent an email to 
ticketholders Monday 
containing misleading 
information about why 
the festival was moved 
last-minute from Oct. 
1-3, 2021, to May 13-15, 
2022.

“At the request of 
health officials, Blue 
Ridge Country Festival 
slated for Oct. 1-3, 2021, 
will be postponed to May 
13-15, 2022, due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic,” the email reads.

Pittsylvania-Danville 
Health Department offi-
cials vehemently denied 
ever canceling the event 
or even suggesting it be 
postponed.

“VDH did not cancel 
the Blue Ridge Country 
Festival, nor did VDH 
request that the promot-
ers do so,” Robert Parker, 

See DRUGS, page 16A

See COUNTRY,
page 16A
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Blue Ridge Country Festival 
postponed to next year

– Prosecutor Bryan Haskins

Judge hands down damning sentence to man who defiled own daughter
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Below you will find 10 trivia questions where you can test your 
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Call For 
Take-
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201 McBride Lane, Gretna, Virgina 
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Monday - Saturday 11am - 9pm

1.  How many people were arrested at the Blue Ridge
 Rock Festival?
2.  Bow hunting season starts on what date?
3.  Dan Vegas Designs started trademarking in what
 month and year?
4.  How much will the Banister River Bridge project
 cost?
5.  What Gretna native joined DCC faculty this week?
6.  Ricky Irby graduated form Gretna High School in
 what year?
7.  A truck carrying what animal crashed in Gretna this
 week?
8.  How many meals were packed at Averett this week?
9.  GW rescheduled its matchup against Dinwiddie for
 what date?
10.  Starting salary at Danville Police Department is now
 what dollar amount?
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• Two $25 gift cards to San Marcos &  
one $15 gift card to Dairy Queen 

• Two $20 gift cards to Chasity’s Cafe &  
one $15 gift card to Dairy Queen (this week)

• Four $25 gift cards to Mama Rosa’s &  
one $15 gift card to Dairy Queen

Ready to play Tribune Trivia?

Sponsored by:

1304 W Gretna Rd | Gretna, VA
(434) 656-6009 | www.dairyqueen.com

M - Sa 5:30a - 10p
Sun 6:30a - 10pCongratulations to Carol Hedrick 

for winning last week’s Trivia!

County sheriff’s deputies took 26-year-
old Rachel Faye Ward of Auburn, 
Washington, into custody on charges of 
public swearing or intoxication.

On Thursday, 29-year-old Cassandra 
Jo Davis of Radford, Virginia, was taken 
into custody on charges of public swear-
ing or intoxication.

At 1:37 a.m. Friday morning, 
Pittsylvania County sheriff’s deputies 
took 33-year-old Elizabeth Rigrod of 
Northport, New York, into custody on 
charges of public swearing or intoxica-
tion. At 12:37 p.m., the sheriff’s office 
arrested 39-year-old Christopher Allen 
Ballard of Virginia Beach on the same 
charges.

On Friday evening, Pittsylvania County 
sheriff’s deputies took both 44-year-
old Joel Steven Ryan of Hyattsville, 
Maryland, and 26-year-old Eric Michael 
Smidt of West Milford, New Jersey, into 
custody on charges of public swearing or 
intoxication.

Pittsylvania County Sheriff’s Office 
also cited Clifton Conrad Hoots of 
Hickory, North Carolina, Jamie P. Fox 
of Rome, New York, and Robert Joseph 
McCandless Jr. of Philadelphia for con-
suming marijuana in public.

All three were cited Friday on the fes-
tival grounds.

Although some residents reported 
instances of vandalism on and around 
Lester Lane in Blairs, where Blue Ridge 
Amphitheater lies, no arrests or citations 
were executed for any violent or destruc-
tive crimes at or near the festival grounds 
between the dates of Sept. 8 and Sept. 
13, 2021.

Drugs
Continued from page 1A

VDH public information officer, said 
Tuesday around noon.

A letter obtained by the Star-Tribune 
from Pittsylvania County Administrator 
David Smitherman to Purpose Driven 
Events CEO Jonathan Slye shows the 
event was postponed because Purpose 
Driven Events holds no permit to hold the 
festival and is actively noncompliant with 
numerous different county regulations.

The letter, dated Sept. 21, 2021, reads:
“Dear Mr. Slye,
“The purpose of this letter is to inform 

you that all permits related to the Blue 
Ridge County Festival are hereby rescind-
ed due to lack of compliance with action 
of the Board of Supervisors at its June 22, 
2021 meeting.

“Specifically, the County does not pos-
sess sufficient or approved plans relating 
to among other things, traffic, parking, 
camping, and security, nor do we pos-
sess a finalized site layout for the festival 
and camping areas. Many of these issues 
require a lead time of review that is not 
possible given the 10 days remaining 
before your event.

“If you desire to continue your plans to 
stage the Blue Ridge County Festival, it 
is required that the following be submit-
ted to my office no later than noon on 
Thursday, September 23, 2021:

1. Finalized site plans for the festival 
grounds and all camping areas.

2. A Traffic Control Plan and Parking 
Plan.

3. An up-to-date list and contact infor-
mation for all contractors that will oversee 
any aspect of the event.

4. An updated Trash Management Plan 
that includes specific timeframes for site

inspections and collection of any trash 
in and around the venue.

5. A list of all security personnel so they 
can be properly vetted by the Sheriff’s 
Department.

6. A complete Coordinator’s Package 
submitted to the Virginia Department of 
Health.

7. A Temporary Campground 
Application including complete site maps 
of all camping locations and potable water 
source and wastewater hauling infor-
mation, including any applicable proof 

of licensing, submitted to the Virginia 
Department of Health.

“Additionally, no permit will be issued 
until the County receives full proceeds 
from the Meals Tax related to both the 
Worship at the Mountain and Blue Ridge 
Rock Festival events. These funds were 
due to be provided to the Commissioner 
of the Revenue, Ms. Robin Goard, on 
Friday, September 17, 2021, but I under-
stand there has been miscommunication 
regarding this matter. Please remit full 
County Meals Tax proceeds by hand 
delivery or overnight delivery post haste. 
Any additional outstanding bills that you 
have received from Pittsylvania County 
relating to Worship at the Mountain or 
Blue Ridge Rock Festival must also be 
paid in full, or an additional $500,000 
bond will be required for the Blue Ridge 
Country Festival.

“Finally, local officials will be assem-
bled at 3:30pm this Friday, September 
24, 2021, at the County Administration 
Conference Room at 1 Center Street, 
Chatham, to review with you all plans 
submitted on September 23rd. Failure to 
adequately respond or attend will indicate 
your intention to not hold the Blue Ridge 
Country Festival.

“If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to reach out.”

Blue Ridge Country Festival, which 
was set to kick off this Friday, would have 
featured country stars Toby Keith, Darius 
Rucker, Jake Owen, Chris Young, Rodney 
Atkins, Justin Moore, Dustin Lynch, 
Frankie Ballard, Mitchell Tenpenny and 
others.

Slye broke his silence Tuesday after-
noon, telling the Star-Tribune he “could 
have absolutely moved forward” with 
reinstating necessary permits for the Blue 
Ridge Country Festival.

“The reason that we did not finish final-
izing the rest of these plans is because we 
had been contacted starting Monday by a 
couple of government officials that stated 
there was a good chance, a likelihood, that 
COVID would play into effect and that 
COVID was a factor,” Slye said.

While Slye would not name the offi-
cials who reportedly advised him to post-
pone the festival, he admitted the reasons 

went beyond COVID-19.
“The situation deepens beyond just 

health,” Slye said. “We had a few artists 
that dropped off the bill. There were dif-
ferent reasons why numerous artists had 
to drop off the bill. We had to get all of 
our ducks in a row with the artists. We 
have to get them to approve...everything.”

Slye noted that no artist pulled out at 
the direction of Purpose Driven Events or 
at the fault of the promoter.

Slye maintained the COVID concerns 
were the ultimate reason the event was 
pushed to next year just three days before 
it was set to start.

“We wanted the event to be conducted 
more safely in May,” he said. “Why force 
the festival to move forward when it 
doesn’t need to?”

Slye added that Purpose Driven Events 
is recovering from mishaps at the Blue 
Ridge Rock Festival earlier this month, 
which brought attendance of 160,000 to 
the small community of Blairs – far more 
than the country festival anticipated.

“The only thing that could be classified 
as a cover-up is, at no surprise to anyone, 
we fired a lot of people after the rock 
festival,” Slye said. “We have brought in 
new individuals and infrastructure, but 
ultimately...we really want to make sure 
this next event runs very soundly.”

Slye also addressed the numerous com-
plaints of failure to remit taxes and non-
compliance with Pittsylvania County.

“We could have absolutely moved for-
ward with the festival,” he said. “All the 
finances have been paid on the meals 
taxes for both Worship at the Mountain 
and Blue Ridge Rock Fest.”

Slye acknowledged the festival was for-
mally called off Friday, but said the delay 
in public statement was due to “getting 
everything back on the table.”

“Miraculously, we were able to find a 
weekend very soon when it is acceptable 
to do it with [good] weather,” Slye said. 
“It has been a very costly loss to us to 
postpone this date. Ultimately, we had a 
strong number of ticket sales. We thought 
this was the smartest, wisest things to do. 
In good conscience, we could not proceed 
with the festival.”

Country
Continued from page 1A

R. Bryan Haskins requested.
“This is the victim’s father,” Haskins 

said. “This father became the evil he 
was supposed to protect her from. All 
because he wanted to have sex whenever 
he wanted it.”

Despite his convictions, Shough per-
sisted his innocence even after sentenc-
ing.

“I didn’t do this,” Shough addressed the 
court. “I’m innocent. There is no physical 
proof that I touched my daughter.”

Moreau disagreed, calling the evidence 
“overwhelming.”

“They’re not the first kids to get mad 
at their parents, but they are the first kids 
I know of to put them in prison,” Shough 
said. His children testified against him at 
his July jury trial.

According to Haskins, Shough exhib-
ited “homicidal traits toward his children 
for testifying against him.”

In a psychosexual evaluation conduct-
ed at Central State Hospital in Dinwiddie 
and provided as evidence to the court 
Sept. 20, 2021, doctors concluded 
Shough was “impervious to feedback” 
and that he “tended to blame all his 
ailments on others.” The report found 
evidence of Narcissistic Personality 
Disorder, Antisocial Personality Disorder 
and Psychopathy.

“He got custody of his daughter and 
decided to make her his sex slave,” 
Haskins said. “He is a high risk to reof-
fend due to his psychopathic tendencies.”

According to testimony, Shough 
molested and raped his daughter in the 
family’s sole bathroom and instructed 
his other children to use the bathroom 
outdoors during the process.

“They were all scared,” Haskins said.
Moreau broke the sentence down – 25 

years with all but 10 suspended for each 
of the three rape and three forced sodomy 
charges, and eight years with all but four 
suspended for each of the two incest 
charges and the firearms charge.

Shough’s defense attorney filed a 
motion to set aside the verdict, which 
was swiftly denied.

Shough was first arrested Nov. 18, 
2020, for offenses dating from to April 1, 
2017, to July 1, 2019.

According to Haskins, Shough has had 
relationships with a number of different 
women, resulting in “lots of domestic 
violence and cheating.”

“Everything is their fault,” Haskins 
said.

Haskins said Shough blames his daugh-
ter for the assaults and that, although 
he was intoxicated at the time of the 
assaults, indicated he would have done 
the same thing sober.

“[He thinks] the world revolves around 
him,” Haskins said.

Of Shough, Doctors at Central State 
Hospital “questioned his veracity given 
inconsistencies” in his own testimony 
of the then-alleged assaults. Shough told 
doctors he had only used marijuana twice 
in his life, both at age 15, and later admit-
ted to using marijuana three times per 
week up until his arrest in 2020.

“He should serve the maximum amount 
of time the court can give him,” Haskins 
asked Judge Moreau. “This defendant 
needs to spend the rest of his life in 
prison.”

Haskins got his wish.
Among five other stipulations to 

Shough’s sentence, he will never be able 
to have contact with his children again. 
Shough has 30 days from Sept. 27 to 
appeal Judge Moreau’s decision.

Shough
Continued from page 1A
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Hello, 
RICK

RAGSDALE
of Blairs

Thanks for 
subscribing

to the Star-Tribune!

Quick Reads
Chatham stew
On Saturday, Nov. 
6, the Chatham 
Ruritan Club will 
make and sell
Brunswick stew. 
They will be located 
at the Tightsqueeze 
Plaza parking
lot at the bank. 
Stew will cost $6 
per quart and will 
be ready for pickup 
from 10:30 a.m. to  
12 noon. For pre-
orders please call 
Jimmy Scearce at 
728-3952.

Renan stew
Renan Volunteer 
Fire Department 
will be having a 
stew fundraiser 
on Saturday, Nov. 
6 at the fire sta-
tion located at 
405 Straightstone 
Road in Gretna. 
The Stew is $6 per 
quart. To place an 
order, call 434-335-
5676 or 434-335-
0103. The stew 
will be ready for a 
drive-thru pick-up 
between 12 p.m. to 
1:30 p.m.

Kentuck
trunk-or-treat
A drive-thru trunk-
or-treat will be 
held at Wesley 
Chapel UMC, 2041 
Kentuck Rd. in 
Danville, Saturday, 
Oct. 30 from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. For more 
info, call 793-9358.

Pancake 
breakfast
The Sons of the 
American Legion 
Squadron 325 in 
Danville will hold 
their monthly all 
you can eat pan-
cake breakfast at 
the Post 325 home 
on Sat. Nov. 20 
from 7-10 a.m.  
Just $6 so bring 
the family and 
meet friends for a 
delicious morning.

Calendars 
available
Virginia-Carolina 
Classic Cruise-
in calendars are 
available for $12. 
Contact J.R. 
Gibson, 434-489-
6082 for more 
information or to 
purchase a calen-
dar. All profits will 
be donated.

Danville
trunk-or-treat
VFW Post 647 
will be having a 
Halloween trunk-
or-treat. It is a free 
event open to the 
public. It will be 
Saturday, Oct. 30 
from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. at 275 VFW 
Dr. in Danville. 
Face coverings are 
required. For infor-
mation or to reg-
ister your car, call 
434-822-0042.

Gretna
trunk-or-treat
Gretna Food Lion 
will hold its second 
annual trunk-or-
treat Saturday, Oct. 
30 from 4-6 p.m.

Halloween in 
Gretna
The Town of 
Gretna will cel-
ebrate Halloween 
Saturday, Oct. 30 
from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m.

RACISM ALLEGATIONS DENIED

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Tunstall District Supervisor William “Vic” Ingram is defending himself against 
claims from fellow board members that he made anti-Black comments in a text 
conversation with Pittsylvania County Sheriff Mike Taylor.

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

After allegations surfaced 
that a Pittsylvania County 
supervisor made racist 
remarks to the county sher-
iff about another supervisor 
who is Black, the accused 
said it was one in “a series 
of false accusations.”

At 3:37 p.m. on June 15, 
2021, Supervisor William 
“Vic” Ingram (Tunstall) 
sent four text messages to 
Pittsylvania County Sheriff 
Mike Taylor, ostensibly 
referring to Supervisor 
Charles Miller (Banister), 
the only Black member on 
the Pittsylvania County 
Board of Supervisors.

Miller was wearing sun-
glasses during the June 15 
work session due to an opti-
cal procedure he had under-
gone earlier that day.

“I clearly, and on the 
record, spoke openly that 
my wearing of the dark 
glasses was due to medi-

cal procedures of dialysis 
and eye dilation within that 
day,” Miller said. “I clearly 
spoke to all present, Ingram 
included, that I was, that 
day, very sensitive to light 
and needed to have the eye 
cover.”

A Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) request returned 
Oct. 12 showed Ingram sent 
a message saying, “And we 
welcome Ray Charles to the 
board.”

Taylor reacted to the 
message with two laughing 
emojis and a smiling emoji 
with sunglasses.

“I’m gonna miss Ray,” 
Ingram said in a text mes-
sage minutes later. “Our 
own blind Adam. Ray is 
blindly leaving the build-
ing.”

Ray Charles, a Black 
songwriter, was blinded 
during childhood and is per-
haps best remembered for 
always wearing sunglasses. 
Blind Adam is a character 
created by Black comedian 
Jason Banks.

“The text was a very 
innocent exchange between 
myself and Sheriff Taylor 
about county business with 
a lighthearted comment 

about one of my favor-
ite singers, the late Ray 
Charles, and a very funny 
comedian on TikTok by 
the name of Jason Banks,” 

Ingram said. “There was 
nothing in the text naming 
Dr. Miller specifically.”

Miller said he was “abso-
See RACISM, page 13A

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
An altercation on Thursday at Tunstall High School in Dry Fork, one 
of four secondary schools in the Pittsylvania County Schools (PCS) 
division, led to charges lodged against four students and one adult 
female who witnesses said aided in the battering of a juvenile.

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

After a fight at Tunstall High 
School injured at least one student 
last week, a Pittsylvania County 
Sheriff’s Office investigation lead to 
charges lodged against four students 
and one adult.

“There was a fight there at the 
school after school had let out,” 
Pittsylvania County Sheriff’s Office 
Capt. Gerald Ford told the Star-
Tribune on Friday. 

The fight occurred shorty after 3 
p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 14.

“We met with the Commonwealth’s 
Attorney’s Office to make sure what 
needed to be done was being done,” 
Ford said of the department’s week-
end investigation into the alterca-
tion.

On Tuesday morning, Oct. 19, 
school resource officers served the 
four Tunstall High School students 
with Class 1 misdemeanors.

“Four juveniles involved will be 
charged with assault and battery 
in juvenile court,” Ford told the 
newspaper Monday afternoon. “One 
adult female was involved. She has 
been charged by a parent of one of 
the children.”

According to witnesses, the adult 
woman stood by as a student was 
beaten by classmates and may have 
also engaged physically in the dis-
pute.

“None of the students are going 
to W.W. Moore [Juvenile Detention 
Center],” Ford said.

According to the Virginia code, 
assault and battery by a juvenile is 
a Class 1 misdemeanor, the most 

5 CHARGED IN 
SCHOOL BRAWL

See CHARGED, page 12A

‘WE WERE 
THREATENED’

Festival organizer describes 
toxic relationship with county

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune News Editor

Nearly six weeks after the Blue 
Ridge Rock Festival made a $20 
million impact on Pittsylvania 
County, Purpose Driven Events 
CEO Jonathan Slye opened up 
about the tumultuous and often 
coercive relationship between 
himself and county officials.

On Sept. 23, Pittsylvania 
County issued Slye an invoice 
for $177,472 in expenses resul-
tant from services provided dur-
ing the rock festival, including 
transportation, security and emer-
gency services, among others. In 
the invoice, Pittsylvania County 
Administrator David Smitherman 
personally bills Slye $150 per 
hour for 58.5 hours over a five-
day span, including three week-
days, for a total of $8,775. Slye 
said he never agreed Smitherman 
would work for him during the 
festival and never discussed or 
agreed upon an hourly rate.

“It’s double dipping,” said 
Tunstall District Supervisor Vic 
Ingram, the first supervisor to 
publicly endorse the music festi-
val, in response to Smitherman’s 
exorbitant hourly rate. “I don’t 
think he ought to milk this. It is 
disgusting that he is trying to get 
$150 per hour out of this com-
pany. It is just wrong to try to 
take advantage of them.”

Slye said he 
was blindsided by 
the invoice.

“I never saw a 
contract or finan-
cial proposal for 
the majority of 
the bills that we 
were assessed,” 
Slye said. “It was 
my understanding that the time 
allocated to the festival by indi-
viduals such as the county admin-
istrator, assistant county adminis-
trator and county attorney were 
encompassed within their salaries 
and previous fees assessed to us. 
I was never notified that we were 
being charged additional for their 
services, nor was I made aware 
of the hourly rates they would 
allocate themselves.”

Other charges billed on a 
personal basis include $875 to 
Assistant County Administrator 
Richard Hicks, $300 to County 
Attorney J. Vaden Hunt and $350 
to Kaylyn McCluster, an admin-
istrative clerk.

“Before the festival began, I 
spent many hours working on 
administrative tasks related to the 
festival that fall under my nor-
mal job duties, and these costs 
were not billed to the promoter,” 
Smitherman said. “However, just 
as it would not be fair to the 
taxpayers for our public safety 
department or sheriff’s office to 

See INVOICE, page 12A

Williams commemorated with marker

Zach McKnight/Star-Tribune
The newly dedicated marker commemorating Camilla Williams. 
In 1963, she performed in Danville to raise funds for civil rights 
demonstrators, and she sang the national anthem at the March on 
Washington before Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his ‘I Have a 
Dream’ speech.”

By ZACH McKNIGHT
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

In June, 
the Virginia 
Department of 
Historic Resources 
(DHR) approved 
35 new historical 
markers covering 
a variety of top-
ics, including one 
honoring Danville 

native Camilla Williams, the first 
African American woman to secure 
a contract with a major U.S. opera 
company.

On Monday morning, that mark-
er was commemorated.

City Councilman Sherman 
Saunders gave opening remarks and 
introduced Pat Daniel, Associate 

minister at Calvary Baptist Church. 
She gave the convocation.

Gayle Breakley got up and 
extended her thanks to the city of 
Danville. Breakley is the president 
of the sorority Alpha Phi Omega 
Chapter. She welcomed fellow sis-
ters to the ceremony. She explained 
the theme of which the sorority 
operates is “Exemplifying excel-
lence through sustainable service,” 
and explained how it translated to 
Williams.

“Camilla Williams served 
humanity in excellence as she 
reached across social, political, 
racial and gender barriers to touch 
the hearts of others with her gift of 
music,” she said.

Brenda Fitz gave words and said 
the neighborhood was called “Poor 

See WILLIAMS, page 14A

Williams

Slye

Supervisors vote to censure Vic Ingram page 3A

Family 
reacts to 
arrest of 

teen’s killer
Page 10A
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Available for sale or lease, 
large warehouse with office 

spaces! Reinforced floors, high 
ceilings, plenty of parking, one 

block off Main Street in Troy, NC.

Ever dream of 
OWNING 

A BREWERY?

We have the  
perfect space, in the 

perfect place.

139 Bruton Street • Troy, NC
For more information, contact  

RICHARD INGRAM 
434-334-1229 or 434.432.1654 (ext. 15)

Honoring our nation’s bravest for their 
service and sacrifice.

STAR-TRIBUNE
P O Box 111 • 28 N. Main St • Chatham, VA 24531

news@chathamstartribune.com

In honor of Veterans 
Day, the Star-Tribune 
will publish a special 

salute to Veterans 
Nov. 10. Veterans 
and their family 
are encouraged 

to submit photos, 
information and 

stories about their 
service in the 

military.

Businesses and 
individuals are 

encouraged  
to sponsor this 
veteran salute.

Call Rachel to advertise in
support of our veterans!

434-203-1058

DEADLINE: November 8, 2021
PUBLISH: November 10, 2021
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work this kind of event without being com-
pensated by the promoter, it would not be 
appropriate for me to spend nearly 60 hours 
helping to manage a private event without 
Pittsylvania County recouping those costs. 
It is not typical for a county administrator 
to have such a hands-on role in managing 
so many of the logistics for a private event 
like this, which is why we have billed Pur-
pose Driven Events for my time.”

Not including meals taxes, the final in-
voice sent to Purpose Driven Events was 
$337,592. According to the county, many 
bills were “unplanned” due to “insufficient 
performance from Purpose Driven Events’ 
vendors.” Slye said the unplanned expense 
rates seemed arbitrary and unreasonable.

“When the bills were first presented to 
me on the evening of Sept. 28, I was com-
pletely shocked,” Slye said. “Through 
1,000 events across the state of Virginia, 
I had never received invoices anywhere 
close to this extensive previously.”

Slye was charged $10 per gallon for 
diesel fuel, which he said was “disappoint-
ing,” as the treasury’s office in neighboring 
Campbell County testified that, due to gov-
ernment subsidization, the cost of fuel for 
their county is just $2 per gallon for diesel 
fuel.

“After more than $20 million of finan-
cial impact through the festival, including 
other direct costs to Pittsylvania County, 
the invoices received were both unexpect-
ed and disheartening,” Slye said.

Pittsylvania County Board of Super-
visors Chairman Bob Warren said that, 
while the invoice may appear punitive, the 
county’s intention was only to protect its 
taxpaying residents.

“As managers of Pittsylvania County’s 
budget, this Board strives to be fiscally 
responsible in every way. With the Blue 
Ridge Rock Festival, we worked with the 
event promoter and county staff to ensure 
that this event did not cost our taxpayers,” 
Warren said. “Many of our staff, as well as 
staff of other area organizations and gov-
ernment agencies, worked diligently over 
the weekend to alleviate some of the issues 
facing the event and ensure the safety of all 
attendees and our citizens. Due to the long 
hours and the scope of work that went well 
out of the normal job description of many 
of these people, we invoiced the promoter 
to recoup these costs. Even after some early 
difficulties, this event would not have been 
as successful as it was without the tireless 
work of many in our organization, ranging 

from our sheriff and county administrator 
to our solid waste team.” 

Pittsylvania County Sheriff Mike Taylor 
admitted he was doubtful as to whether or 
not Slye had agreed to what, if any, Smi-
therman’s hands-on involvement in the 
event would be, but maintained the festival 
would have been a failure without county 
intervention.

“Mr. Smitherman came to the festival 
site because of the issues that were being 
reported about the inadequacy of the oper-
ational management of the festival,” Tay-
lor said. “As I recall, on Friday morning 
of the rock festival event, Mr. Smitherman 
called for a meeting with promoters and 
the contractors. The Virginia State Police, 
along with myself and many other agencies 
were in attendance to address unacceptable 
issues with the festival’s operations.”

Taylor said Slye indicated that some 
of his contractors had just simply walked 
away from their responsibilities or failed in 
the duties to the event.

“Mr. Smitherman organized local pro-
viders, at the promoter’s additional ex-
pense, for transportation issues, waste 
management issues and lighting issues with 
VDOT and others to get the event back on 
a manageable footing,” Taylor said. “Mr. 
Smitherman maintained a physical pres-
ence to help any way he could to address 
concerns from our citizens with operation-
al missteps by the promoter’s contractors. 
Mr. Smitherman had continuous meetings 
with the promoters and their staff to ensure 
things were getting accomplished as was 
promised by Purpose Driven Events as 
well as requesting input from county and 
state agencies.”

Slye’s account of meetings with the 
county tells a much different tale – one of 
financially motivated intimidation and co-
ercion, especially regarding remittance of 
the meals tax generated at the Blue Ridge 
Rock Festival.

“The entire meals tax situation was un-
comfortable throughout,” Slye said. “We 
were asked for financial numbers that 
exceeded the purview of the county both 
during, and immediately following the fes-
tival. We were hounded, and what some 
would classify as threatened, about issuing 
the meals tax payment.”

Slye said Warren and Smitherman had 
misled him about when remittance and fi-
nancial reports were due.

“Given the extreme sense of urgency 
surrounding the meals taxes in the subse-

quent days following the Sept. 9-12 festi-
val, we were under the impression that we 
were somehow far behind in our payment...
only to find out that the meals tax, and the 
accompanying financial report, was never 
due until Oct. 20.”

Slye also indicated Warren and Smi-
therman had withheld information with 
the intent to generate the maximum pos-
sible monetary yield from Purpose Driven 
Events directly.

“There was a discount that we were not 
made aware of and became an ordeal that, 
in short, we had to learn about this our-
selves and push it through,” Slye said. “If 
you look back at the letter that was leaked 
to the press from Sept. 21, it even instructs 
us to ‘remit full County Meals Tax pro-
ceeds by hand delivery or overnight deliv-
ery post haste.’ Again, that was in a Sept. 
21 letter. The meals tax deadline is actually 
Oct. 20.”

The Sept. 21 letter also stated that Pur-
pose Driven Events was barred from mov-
ing forward with the Blue Ridge Country 
Festival, originally slated for Oct. 1-3, 
without first remitting meals taxes from 
the previous month’s event. This imposed 
deadline would not have met the guide-
lines the county had previously established 
for the meals tax, Slye said. He said the 
county later classified this as a “miscom-
munication.”

“Given the number of leaders that were 
involved, it seems very odd that there 
would be any confusion with the laws es-
tablished,” Slye said. “In my personal ex-
perience surrounding the meals tax, I never 
felt there was any misunderstanding from 
anyone with the county pertaining to the 
tax. We simply had to pay now, and there 
was no other way around it. We only dis-
covered the actual due date of the taxes 
once the payment process was already in 
motion.”

Purpose Driven Events supplied the 
Sept. 23 invoice first to the Star-Tribune on 
Oct. 1.

On Oct. 12, Pittsylvania County released 
the invoice publicly, several days after the 
Star-Tribune approached Smitherman with 
questions about the invoice. Slye said he 
sees this as a calculated move to tarnish his 
reputation by controlling the flow of infor-
mation.

“Despite paying very early, due to the 
leaked letter that landed on every media 
outlet in the area, the general public was 
falsely made to believe that we had failed 

to comply with our responsibilities in this 
matter, subsequently compromising the fi-
nancial integrity of the organization,” Slye 
said.

In its Oct. 12 release, Pittsylvania Coun-
ty stated Purpose Driven Events was in-
debted to the county more than $300,000. 
However, in a Sept. 30 letter from the 
county to Slye, Smitherman wrote, “Pitt-
sylvania County will remit the remaining 
balance of your bond when it receives pay-
ment for the above. If we do not receive 
the full payment of $336,295.50 by Oct. 
28, 2021, we will deduct the full amount 
from the remaining bond on hand and then 
wire the remaining $10,495.33 to the ap-
propriate account as outlined in tour Sept. 
29 email.”

In this letter, the county affirms that 
overall, it is indebted to Slye – contrary to 
what the Oct. 12 statement would suggest.

“The bond the county is holding is not a 
typical bond from an insurance company,” 
Slye explained. ‘It is actual liquid cash that 
was wired from us, meaning regardless if 
we ‘pay them’ or if they deduct it from the 
bond, it is all one in the same. Therefore, 
regardless of our success to fight any of 
the bills assessed to us, the county will be 
paid in full by default, as thus there was 
never any chance of ‘unpaid bills’ that we 
received such negative attention over.”

Purpose Driven Events has lost out on 
roughly $1.6 million as a result of turmoil 
between the company and Pittsylvania 
County, according to Slye.

Cara Fischer, director of operations for 
Purpose Driven Events and former event 
manager for the City of Austin, Texas, 
asked just one question.

“It is our understanding that these gov-
ernment positions are classified as ex-
empt employees, which means that they 
are charging for their time – where is that 
money going?”

Invoice
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serious criminal of-
fense lesser than a 
felony, and can be 
punishable by con-
finement in jail for 
up to 12 months 
and a fine of $2,500 
upon conviction.

The juvenile of-
fenders’ names will 
not be released due 
to their age. All 
those charged are 
presumed innocent 
until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Charged
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