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Trustees run into staff crunch, failed land deal
Testy meeting yields impasse on HCHS, no path forward on pay

By TOM McLAUGHLIN
News & Record Staff

Halifax County School Board
trustees took little action but laid
bare sharp divisions in their June
monthly meeting Monday night
at the middle school.
The one major action board
members did take was to reject
a proposal by Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Mark Lineburg to
purchase some 12 acres of land
next to Halifax County High
School for a negotiated price of
$360,000. Scott Worner, the ad-

ministration’s point person on the
high school modernization project, explained that the land would
be needed under either scenario
for improving HCHS — building
an all-new facility or renovating
the existing structure.
The School Board split 4-4 on
a motion by ED-2 trustee Roy
Keith Lloyd to purchase the
property, leading to its defeat.
Motions that end in ties on the
eight-member board fail.

The aborted purchase of the
land, known as the Powell property, was one major point of contention among trustees. There
were others — arguments over
how to handle a worsening situation with personnel, especially
teachers who are leaving Halifax
County Public Schools; and what
to do about HCPS employees
who have not gotten vaccinated
for COVID-19.
Some arguments spilled over

into others, most starkly when
trustees wrangled over what to do
about teacher compensation and
setting a path forward on the high
school.
“This is not normal”
Assistant
Superintendent
Valdevia Hall, who also serves
as HCPS director of human resources, spoke shortly after trustees voted down the purchase of
the Powell property. She laid out
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a looming problem for the school
division — a depleted workforce,
especially in the teaching ranks.
With 17 teachers retiring, other
leaving for higher-paying jobs
elsewhere, some teachers getting
out of the profession altogether,
and more employees expected
to depart in July, Halifax County
Public Schools has a real problem. “It is very concerning,” said
Hall.
“We have been working very
hard to fill the positions,” she
See TRUSTEES, page A12
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Star ballplayer, longtime
rec director Brad Ballou
dies of cancer at age 66

A “12-acre piece [of the
site] would constitute a
large part of where a new
school would go,” he said.
When school administrators first approached the
ED-8 trustee Potts
landowners about acquiring the 15.21 acre property, they were presented with a
purchase price of $1.6 million, said Worner. HCPS arranged an appraisal that pegged the value at $380,000,
The high school bus parking lot, with the Powell property at left.
falling to around $290,000 after shaving off some three
By LIZA FULTON
acres. Due to rising land values in the past year, Worner
News & Record Staff
From page A1
said the negotiated $360,000 price — $30,000 per acre —
was a fair deal for HCPS.
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Brewery own
Female Entre

Mara Shelton blushes
whenever she hears husband Paul tout her accomplishments. This year she
was named Female Entrepreneur of the year by
Triangle Business Journal.
Shelton is president of
Tobacco Wood Brewing Company in Oxford,
N.C. It is the first female,
veteran-owned brewery in
North Carolina and one of
less than a handful of female veteran owned brewDeputy
Stephen
eries in the United States.
Shelton served in the
Army National Guard and
in the Air Force Reserves.
Shelton insists that she
was not deserving of the
2021 Women in Business
Award. Other recipients
included North Carolina’s
first female State Auditor and executives from
Google and Rex Healthcare. “I didn’t do anything.
I filled out a form,” Shelton says.
What she doesn’t say,
but Paul does, is that she
not only kept her entire
team of 24 people employed throughout the
course of the pandemic,
but she also managed to
expand the business. Last
week, Tobacco Wood
Brewing Company opened
a satellite taproom and restaurant with 15 additional
employees in Durham’s
Meridian Business Park,
near Research Triangle
Park. Over the past year
Tobacco Wood Brewing
Company also doubled its
production capacity.
When North Carolina
Governor Roy Cooper shut
down bars, restaurants,
and entertainment venues
on March 17 to stem the
spread of the coronavirus,
Shelton and her work family pivoted. Because the
brewery had contracts to
sell beer to grocery stores
and other retail establishments, they were able to
continue brewing and delivering beer. Some of the
workers became delivery
drivers. If the workers did
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Worner: Paying market value
for Powell property
Worner, who has dealt most
closely with architects and builders on the design of a new or renovated high school, said that if the
county takes the route of building
a new school, the acquired land
would likely become part of the
new building footprint. The reason: engineering studies have
shown the existing HCHS facility is built on “soft soils,” possibly contributing to cracks that
have developed over time in the
building.
See SCHOOL, page A13
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FATEFUL CHOICES AHEAD FOR HALIFAX COUNTY SCHOOLS

Countless issues,
big dollars factor
into facilities fix
How many elementaries? Where to build HCHS?
Advisors take dim view of high school renovation
By LIZA FULTON
News & Record Staff

County officials met Thursday to get
their first deep-dive look at Halifax County’s school modernization plans in more
than a year after discussions were put on
hold in 2020 as schools grappled with the
pandemic crisis.
Two years after passage of a voter referendum to create a 1-cent local sales tax
to pay for new school facilities — most
notably, a modernized Halifax County
School — options for moving forward offer many moving parts.
Thursday at the HCMS library, members of the Joint Education Committee were joined by County Administrator Scott Simpson and Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Mark Lineburg to break
down a range of plans for replacing the

outdated high school and setting a future
footprint for the county’s oldest elementary schools.
The Joint Education Committee consists
of three members each from the Halifax
County School and Board of Supervisors
— school trustees Roy Keith Lloyd, Jay
Camp and Sandra Garner-Coleman, and
supervisors Ricky Short, Dean Throckmorton and William Bryant Claiborne.
Making the presentation were company
representatives with Branch Builds and
RRMM Architects, the Roanoke-based
construction and architectural partners
retained by the School Board to develop
a modernization plan for county school
facilities.
Their presentation raised countless new
questions and appeared to settle others.
See FACILITIES, page A4

Branch Builds
and RRMM Architects presented
two options to
modernize the
high school: A
new facility built
at a site next
to the existing
HCHS (above), or
substantial reconstruction of the
school, retaining
and upgrading
the gymnasium
and auditorium
(at left, with new
construction
shown in orange.)
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HCHS building cost: around $136 mil

FACILITIES
Here are highlights of the Joint Edu-
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facility at $136,675,600, based on plans
to start work in early 2022 and wrap
up the project by 2025. The companies
also offered a slightly lower number,
$135,444,083, for rebuilding the school
inside-out at the current location.
Renovating the facility for less money
is not feasible due to the array of problems with the existing building, the
builders said — they cited the soft soils
the building sits on, to the crumbling
structure itself, with the difficulties involved with replacing or reinforcing
load-bearing and multi-floor walls, inside and out, with steel beams.
Renovations also would take longer
to complete and would likely reveal hid-
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Six options for county elementaries

Looking ahead to the future of Halifax County’s elementary schools,
school trustees and county supervisors
have fixed their sights on the five oldest
facilities: Clays Mill, Meadville, Scottsburg, Sinai and Sydnor Jennings. All
were built more than 50 years ago, and
each serves fewer students than they
were built for.
Two of the schools — Sinai and
Meadville — were left out of a 20012002 round of elementary school renovations, before new schools were built
in South Boston and Cluster Springs.
Clays Mill, Scottsburg and Sydnor Jennings got new gymnasiums and other
upgrades, while Sinai and Meadville
did not — an inequity that county of-

ficials have vowed to fix, without progress thus far.
Branch Builds and RRMM Architects, the School Board’s construction
partners on a school modernization
plan, laid out six options for Halifax
County’s elementary school footprint of
the future. The options spell out “order
of magnitude costs” for construction,
set against estimated operating costs under each configuration. Broadly speaking, operating costs go down with fewer
schools to staff and manage.
Options identified by the two firms
are as follows:
◗ Option 1: Keep all seven elementary schools with improvements to
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Town awarded $1M to rehab homes
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each except for South Boston and
Cluster Springs. Improvements
would include the replacement of
building fixtures and systems —
from windows to HVAC heating
and cooling equipment — with
all facilities brought into ADA

build a new $31 million school
for 500 students, while renovations proceed at Scottsburg and
Sydnor Jennings. Students at the
shuttered schools would either
attend the new facility or shift to
new attendance zones and new
schools. Total construction costs
would be slightly under $43.4
million Annual operating costs
under this plan would fall to
$18,973,296.

English.
Construction estimates are
based on a present-day building
costs, starting in 2022 and ending in year 2025. Option 6 would
leave significant dollars at the end
of the renovation phase to apply towards future maintenance
needs. Options four, five, and six
provide the longest return on investment, said the builders.
“Any options for elementary

Thursday at the HCMS library, members of the Joint Education Committee were joined by County Administrator Scott Simpson and Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Mark Lineburg to break
down a range of plans for replacing the

retained by the School Board to develop
a modernization plan for county school
facilities.
Their presentation raised countless new
questions and appeared to settle others.
See FACILITIES, page A4
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HCHS building cost: around $136 mil
Here are highlights of the Joint Education Committee meeting, which took
place Thursday among county supervisors, school, trustees, administrators and
company officials with Roanoke-based
Branch Builds and RRMM Architects.
The School Board has entered into a
Public-Private Partnership Act (PPEA)
agreement with the two firms to develop
plans for the design and construction of
the high school. The two companies
also presented preliminary options for
revamping the county’s oldest elementary facilities (see related story, right).
Halifax County High School

Branch Builds and RRMM peg the
construction cost of a new high school

Six options for county elementaries

facility at $136,675,600, based on plans
to start work in early 2022 and wrap
up the project by 2025. The companies
also offered a slightly lower number,
$135,444,083, for rebuilding the school
inside-out at the current location.
Renovating the facility for less money
is not feasible due to the array of problems with the existing building, the
builders said — they cited the soft soils
the building sits on, to the crumbling
structure itself, with the difficulties involved with replacing or reinforcing
load-bearing and multi-floor walls, inside and out, with steel beams.
Renovations also would take longer
to complete and would likely reveal hidSee HCHS, page A5

Town awarded $1M to rehab homes
ELEMENTARIES
HCHS
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facility on property not owned
by the school division — bringing trustees back around to their
June meeting, when the School
Board deadlocked 4-4 on a vote
to purchase 12 acres adjacent to
HCHS for $360,000. Administrators had recommended the
purchase for purposes of either
using the land for a new school,
or as a staging area for construction or renovation of the existing
school.
School Board Chair Kathy
Fraley, who is not a member of
the Joint Education Committee
but attended Thursday’s meeting, said she had a big problem
with the presentation by Branch
Builds and RRMM on this score.
“We have 75 acres here [at
the HCHS campus], you lost me
when we looked at the plan of a
new high school on property we
don’t even have. I want to see
things that are realistic that are
right now that we can deal with
today,” said Fraley, who voted
against the land purchase in June.
“The land available nearby
would be advantageous to have.
We are trying to put all the options out there and share what
we think is best,” said Harver,
the RRMM company president.
Answering other questions by
county supervisors, the builders
explained why lesser renovations are not feasible for HCHS.
“This maybe a little late in the

would involve opening up the
existing brick and block wall:
“So we did not look at that option,” he said,
“Once we start to repair something or break into a structural
wall, we have to bring that whole
area up to code. There is a whole
number of codes different now
than the time when this building
was built,” added Branch Builds
President Cathy Underwood,
who cautioned that one repair
would inevitably lead to another
repair.
Other items that would have
to be repaired to meet current
codes include replacing the
gymnasium bleachers, redoing
access points to the school, and
replacing any number of fixtures,
furnishings and systems — from
auditorium seating to electrical
and HVAC and fire suppression
and sprinkler systems.
“Whatever we decide to do,
this is a 30-year decision,” said
Simpson.
Weighing on the timetable for
the Joint Education Committee
is the time it will take from project approval to actually completing a new high school. Estimates
suggest it will take nine to 12
months to design the school and
create construction documents.
Construction of a new facility
would take 28 months and even
longer for a phased renovation
project, company officials said.
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Classes and Activities at Washington Coleman Community Center: FIT AND FUNCTIONAL - Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10:15-10:45 a.m. Instructor: Kristy McCargo; WALK FIT CLASS - Every Tuesday and Thursday morning from 9:15-10:15 a.m. and Tuesday and Thursday evening from 5:00-6:00 p.m.; LINE DANCERCISE CLASS - Monday
and Wednesday, 5:30-6:30 p.m. Instructor: Karen Taylor; AEROBIC
KICK & GROOVE CLASS - Every Tuesday and Thursday at 6:15
p.m. Instructor: Kristy McCargo.
Classes and Activities at the South Boston Recreation Center: SENIOR EXERCISE
GROUP PROGRAM - Seniors of all ages meet on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 7-11 a.m. to pursue fitness goals, friendships and
enjoy a wide variety of activities with their peers.

Sentara Is One of the Nation’s
Top 15 Health Systems
Why Is This Important?
Out of 324 health systems, Sentara is among the top 15 highest-performing health systems
in the nation – the only recognized large health system on the East Coast. When compared
to non-winning peers, Sentara significantly outperforms them in a number of ways:
• Fewer Complications and Infections

• Shorter Emergency Department Wait Times

• Fewer In-Hospital Deaths

• Higher Patient Satisfaction

• Shorter Length of Stay

• Lower Cost

Learn more at sentara.com/Top15
Sentara.com/Top15

weighty questions — an example
being the advantages and disadvantages of maintaining fewer
elementaries. County school
buildings currently house far
fewer students than capacity limits allow. When combined with a
shrinking population, the advantages of consolidating and closing
schools are clear from a financial
perspective. Branch Builds and
RRMA official presented their
“right size” assessment of the future footprint of HCPS school facilities: one high school, one middle school and four elementaries.
Whether Halifax County wants
to go in that direction is another
matter.
“They are interesting and valid
options,” said Lineburg of the
“right-size” school footprint.
“The greatest challenge we have
in Halifax County is a declining
population which leads to a declining enrollment.”
But, he added, “the reason you
look to consolidation is because
it’s the fiscally conservative approach to take. But sometimes efficiency concerns are outweighed
by emotional ones. You’ve got to
decide the pathway you want to
go.
“That’s really the central crux
of it … These are big decisions,”
he said.

Trustees meet tonight to
pick up facilities debate
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in practical terms, means rotat- site plan placed the new school said English. Doing this work
ing classes in and out of shared
classrooms, rather than assigning
individual classrooms to teachers. Every hour of every school
day, rooms are not in use somewhere inside the existing HCHS
facility, the building partners
noted.
They presented two options
for the HCHS footprint — erecting a facility next to the existing school, spilling out from the
school bus parking lot, or a complete rebuild at the existing location. Both plans would produce a
high school building with facing
two-story wings, with 280,000
square feet of space to accommodate 1,500 students.
The renovation plan includes
keeping the existing HCHS auditorium and gymnasium, albeit
with significant improvements
— tearing up and redoing the
floors, and replacing all windows
and doors. Also, renovations
must address the issue of water
infiltrating up from the ground.
“The existing piece we are
keeping still needs significant
renovations,” said Branch Builds
Preconstruction Manager Jaime
English.
Included in both plans for the
high school is a $7,987,000 cost
for upgrading athletic facilities,
including the dilapidated HCHS
football stadium. Eliminating
several of the planned improvements — new lighting for tennis

Company representatives with
Branch Builds and RRMM Architects present options (above)
to members of the Joint Education Committee (left)

revenues. With a total package
cost of somewhere around $175
million to $180 million, the rest
of the money would have to come
from somewhere else — either
from higher property taxes, or
from school operational savings,
or from an outside source such as
the state or federal government.
Relying solely on the real estate
tax, the rate might rise anywhere
from 5 cents to 9 cents on top
of the existing levy of $0.50 per
$100 in value.
“Is it possible to fold operational savings into this plan?”
asked Lineburg, referring to the
dollars that would be saved each
year by operating fewer elementary schools.
“I think operational savings can
be put into it and [use that money]
for debt service” on new school
construction, said Simpson. “If

you are saving three million in
one option, that’s 6 to 7 cent of
real estate to put into debt service.
It just leave the schools with less
room to grow operationally,” he
added.
“Savings like this have to be
dedicated to [construction] for
the two board to be on the same
page,” said Simpson.
Lineburg suggested the School
Board and Board of Supervisors could enter into a historical
agreement to capture operational
savings and apply it to the capital
budget.
“And for the next seven election cycles,” said Simpson.
Officials are pressing the Joint
Facilities Committee to make a
decision in July and August in
order to capture cost savings that
will be in effect if Halifax County
starts work on the school modernization in 2022.
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Trustees push off facilities fix – again
By KIKI McLAUGHLIN
News & Record Staff

The Halifax County School
Board will hold its next meeting on a wide-ranging school
modernization plan on August
25 — after trustees met Monday
night and once again aired sharp
differences on the direction the
county should take with Halifax
County High School and its older
elementary facilities.
The 7-1 vote to defer discussion on a facilities plan came
after an hour-long-plus meeting
and no consensus. School Board

School Board resumes talks on plan of action for high school,
elementaries, and exposes lack of consensus on direction to take
Chair Kathy Fraley pushed for an
immediate vote to move forward
with school modernization, but
other trustees argued successfully
that the board should wait until
Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Mark Lineburg finishes a report
and produces dollar figures on
an all-encompassing plan he has
been working on.
That initiative, which Lineburg

called the “most difficult, challenging work I’ve done in my
entire career,” would address the
interconnected goals of updating
the high school and elementary
schools and bringing Halifax’s
lagging school salaries into line
with neighboring school divisions.
Monday’s discussion pointed
to just how many loose ends must

be tied together to satisfy individual and oft-competing priorities
of school trustees. Two members,
Todd Moser (ED-6) and Keith
McDowell (ED-7), both said they
would not vote to build a new
high school, in part based on the
need to renovate five elementary
buildings that are more than a
half-century old.
McDowell further said he

PLANNERS BACK SMALL SOLAR SITES
TRUSTEES
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“What you’re talking about is patching up
something. You’re talking
about maybe putting $25
to $30 million into the high
school,” said Edmunds.
“You’re not talking about
renovation, let’s get that
straight. Because if you’re
taking about renovation
you’re talking about building [portions of HCHS
anew.]
“You’re talking about
patching up — tell the
truth,” he said.
Edmunds also tore into
McDowell’s refusal to consider consolidation of any
of the county’s elementaries, which could yield
operational savings over
decades to help pay for a
new high school and reno-

would not support closing any of
the oldest elementaries — Clays
Mill, Meadville, Scottsburg, Sinai and Sydnor Jennings — and
ripped into the idea of replacing
HCHS, which opened in 1979,
the same year that McDowell
said he moved into his home.
“My house was built in 1979,”
he said. “You think I’m going to
tear it down? No — I’m going to
fix what I have and I’m going to
take care of it.”
McDowell called the idea of a
new high school “ridiculous” and
See TRUSTEES, page A6
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vated or all-new elemen- actual work. From that cost figures produced by concerned?” But while othtary schools. Touching on partnership
agreement Branch Builds and RRMM er trustees indicated their
an issue that came up in sprang the additional as- — “You can’t tell me that willingness to look at other
From page A1
different contexts through- signment of drawing up a renovation is only a two possible builders, some exout the evening — Halifax plans for modernizing the million dollar difference pressed doubts that getting
County’s declining student oldest elementaries.
than a new high school, new price quotes would
pointed to the amount of
enrollment — Edmunds
The two firms have rec- it’s no way possible” — significantly lower the cost
unused space in the HCHS
told McDowell, “You can’t ommended two possible Moser pointed to a much of the project.
facility, especially in the
have it both ways.
approaches for HCHS — less costly school project
Roy Keith Lloyd (EDold C-wing that houses Ca“We can’t have 100 either build an all-new fa- in a county next to Hali- 2) brought the discussion
reer and Technical Educakids inside a school that cility, at a site next to the fax: the construction of around to previous studies
tion programs, as proof.
was built to accommodate current building, which Rustburg Middle School of the all high school —
“That high school, it
240 kids,” he said. (The would cost an estimated in Campbell, which Moser done by
other
architects
The
rabid
skunk found last week in South
needs work, it needs to be
county’s smallest elemen- $136.7 million, or tear said comes at a cost of $47 and builders,
and
all inBoston
lashed
out at any cats that tried to
renovated, but it needs to
tary, Clays Mill, had 139 down most of the school million and would accom- dicating that renovations
get between the critter and its pillow.
be clean,” said McDowell,
students in 2021, followed expect for the audito- modate 900 students, about could not be effectively
adding, “It has been neby 174 at Meadville.) Ed- rium and gym and rebuild 470 less than now attend done on the cheap. He
glected and we need to step
munds continued, “You the rest, streamlining the HCHS.
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in elementary schools that a more compact facility. burg News & Advance, pegged the cost of renovatThat drew a sharp retort
don’t enough people to That substantial rebuild Campbell County in 2020 ing HCHS at $88 million,
from ED-5 trustee Freddie
be there … but you don’t would cost $135.4 million, finalized a $41.2 million and building a new school
Edmunds, who cited an adwant to invest money in a the companies advised.
contract for the construc- for $99 million. A separate
age from his grandmother:
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The Company states that Phase II of the GT Plan comprises 14 projects, including: (i) advanced metering infrastructure (“AMI”); (ii) the customer information platform (“CIP”);
to do. They will meet again
(iii) grid improvement projects, both grid infrastructure (2 projects) and grid technologies (6 projects); (iv) cyber and physical security; (vi) telecommunications; and (vii) customer
Aug. 25 to review what is
education. The Company represents that many of the projects in Phase II of the GT Plan focus on facilitating the integration of distributed energy resources (“DERs”). The Company further represents that, in preparing the GT Plan, it evaluated each proposed project to determine whether any environmental justice concerns exist.
expected to be a long-term
budget for teacher and staff
The Company states that in Phase I of the GT Plan, it has pursued projects focused on the vital objectives of grid reliability and security. The Company states that it plans to conpay increases, and work
tinue the non-pilot grid transformation projects in Phase II, including the CIP, physical security, and other projects.
2 sections, 20 pages n Obituaries, A3 n Opinion, A4 n Society, B5 n Classifieds,toB6-B7
n Sports,
B1-B3 n Comics, B2
HCHS and
elementary
According to Dominion, the primary focus of Phase II involves facilitating the integration of DERs. The Company proposes to deploy AMI and intelligent grid devices that will
schools.
gather data and then will transmit that data in near real-time over a secure telecommunications network. The Company plans to fully deploy AMI across the service territory, and
requests in Phase II to deploy approximately 1.1. million smart meters and associated infrastructure. The Company states that it also proposes to install systems that will manage
“Once we put that plan
and use this influx of data—a DER management system and an enterprise asset management system—as well as a system that will leverage the capabilities of intelligent grid
of the table we’ve got
devices to improve customer reliability through fault location, isolation, and service restoration functionality.
to watch our budget and
The Company also plans to deploy system-wide time-varying rates that will be available to all residential customers in 2024. Dominion represents that this plan and timeframe
we’ve got to watch it to the
generally aligns with the completion of the new CIP and the system-wide deployment of AMI.
‘T,’” said Garner-Coleman.
The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Hearing that, among other things, scheduled public hearings on Dominion’s Petition. On October 8, 2021, at 10 a.m., the ComAs part of his due dilimission will hold a telephonic hearing for the purpose of receiving the testimony of public witnesses, with no public witness present in the Commission’s courtroom.
gence, Lineburg said he
On or before October 4, 2021, any person desiring to offer testimony as a public witness shall provide to the Commission (a) your name, and (b) the telephone number that you
would report his findings
wish the Commission to call during the hearing to receive your testimony. This information may be provided to the Commission in three ways: (i) by filling out a form on the
and
recommendations
Commission’s website at scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting; (ii) by completing and emailing the PDF version of this form to SCCInfo@scc.virginia.gov; or (iii) by calling (804)
to County Administrator
371-9141. This public witness hearing will be webcast at scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting.
Scott Simpson and to the
On October 12, 2021, at 1 p.m., either in the Commission’s second floor courtroom located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or by elecVirginia Department of
tronic means, a the Commission will convene a hearing to receive testimony and evidence offered by the Company, any respondents, and the Commission’s Staff on the Company’s
Petition. Further details on this hearing will be provided by subsequent Commission Order or Hearing Examiner’s Ruling.
Education, whose deputy
director, Kent Dickey, took
The Commission has taken judicial notice of the recent public health emergency related to the spread of the coronavirus, or COVID-19, and the declarations of emergency issued
part in the statewide Crumat both the state and federal levels. In accordance therewith, all pleadings, briefs, or other documents required to be served in this matter should be submitted electronically to
the extent authorized by 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 5 VAC 5-20-10 et seq. (“Rules of Practice”). Confidential
bling Schools Tour stopand Extraordinarily Sensitive Information shall not be submitted electronically and should comply with 5 VAC 5-20-170, Confidential information, of the Rules of Practice. Any
over last week at Halifax
person seeking to hand deliver and physically file or submit any pleading or other document shall contact the Clerk’s Office Document Control Center at (804) 371-9838 to arrange
the delivery.
County High School.
Lineburg said he has
Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, of the Rules of Practice, the Commission has directed that service on parties and the Commission’s Staff in this matter shall be
accomplished by electronic means. Please refer to the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing for further instructions concerning Confidential or Extraordinarily Sensitive
discussed his ideas with
Information.
Dickey, a 30-year VDOE
veteran, who responded
An electronic copy of the public version of the Company’s Petition may be obtained by submitting a written request to counsel for the Company, Vishwa B. Link, Esquire, McGuireWoods LLP, Gateway Plaza, 800 East Canal Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or vlink@mcguirewoods.com.
that “compensation and facilities [go] hand-in-hand”
On or before August 13, 2021, any person or entity wishing to participate as a respondent in this proceeding may do so by filing a notice of participation with the Clerk of the
State Corporation Commission c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118 or at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling. Such notice of participation shall
and added “it’s unusual
include the email addresses of such parties or their counsel. The respondent simultaneously shall serve a copy of the notice of participation on counsel to the Company. Pursuant
and refreshing” for a loto 5 VAC 5-20-80 B, Participation as a respondent, of the Rules of Practice, any notice of participation shall set forth: (i) a precise statement of the interest of the respondent; (ii) a
cal school board “to take a
statement of the specific action sought to the extent then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the action. Any organization, corporation, or government body participating
as a respondent must be represented by counsel as required by 5 VAC 5-20-30, Counsel, of the Rules of Practice. All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2021-00127.
comprehensive approach.”
Lineburg also said he
On or before September 13, 2021, each respondent may file with the Clerk of the Commission, at the address above or at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling, and serve on the Commission’s Staff, the Company, and all other respondents, any testimony and exhibits by which the respondent expects to establish its case, and each witness’s testimony shall include a
was open to pursuing Mossummary not to exceed one page. In all filings, respondents shall comply with the Rules of Practice, as modified herein, including, but not limited to, 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and
er’s recommendation for
service, and 5 VAC 5-20-240, Prepared testimony and exhibits. All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR 2021-00127.
a design-build solution to
On or before September 30, 2021, any interested person wishing to comment on the Company’s Petition may file comments by following the instructions on the Commission’s
HCHS and elementary renwebsite: http://www.scc.virginia.gov/case or by filing such comments with the Clerk of the Commission at the address above. All such comments shall refer to Case No. PURovations, thus ending the
2021-00127.
PPEA with Branch Builds
Any documents filed in paper form with the Office of the Clerk of the Commission in this docket may use both sides of the paper. In all other respects, except as modified by the
and RRMM. “If you go
Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing, all filings shall comply fully with the requirements of 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Rules of Practice.
back to design-build, it’s
The public version of the Company’s Application and other documents filed in this case, the Commission’s Rules of Practice,and the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing
going to slow [the process]
may be viewed at: scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.
down a little bit, but if that
VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY D/B/A DOMINION ENERGY VIRGINIA
makes everybody comfortable, I’m fine with that,” he
said.
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Clover-area neighbors voice concerns, but permit requests gain support

More erratic
than hostile:
Rabid skunk
presents threat

Bagwell & Bagwell, P.C.
George H. Bagwell
John A. Terry

Project to be built on land owned by
434-476-6521
county
administrator draws criticism
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NEW HIGH SCHOOL, THREE CLOSED ELEMENTARIES, COMPETITIVE PAY

A long-term plan, many moving parts
Lineburg: Savings from shuttered schools,
operating efficiencies will leave Halifax with
money to modernize facilities, raise salaries
By TOM
McLAUGHLIN
THE NEWS & RECORD
n SOUTH
BOSTON/HALIFAX COUNTY,area,”
VA.
News & Record Staff

said Lineburg at Wednesday
work 26, 2021
THURSDAY, AUGUST
session aimed at bringing trustees together
around a plan for the high school and the
division’s other pressing needs. “We must
compete and we must get our teachers
back.”
The comprehensive plan by Lineburg
rests on multiple sources of major funding
— some that would developed over the
long-term, others available in the here and
now. On the latter, Halifax County Public
Schools has $4 million in one-time federal
pandemic relief funding that it can apply
toward facilities improvements, as long as
the money is spent by September 2024.
“It creates some urgency for us,” he said. On the block: From top, Clays Mill Elementary, Meadville Elementary and Sinai
But most of Lineburg’s proposal relies Elementary.
on long-term savings by modernizing and
That’s the figure “that I’m comfortable that would add up to $265.5 million over
downsizing facilities, and reducing payroll
30 years to spend on modern school facilicosts over time. With only four elementary with right now.
“If you do go down that path, you keep ties and higher employee pay.
schools in operation, personnel savings
The separate pots of money include:
over a 30-year period would be somewhere that money in the budget and it gives you
» $98.8 million in revenue over 30 years
between $65,625,000 and $72,825,000. A leverage to keep the tax rate low,” he said.
In sum, Lineburg’s plan offers a combi- from the county’s one-cent sales tax.
consensus estimate of savings is around
nation of revenue raisers and cost savings
$69.2 million, Lineburg said.
See LINEBURG, page A6

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mark
Lineburg laid out a plan Wednesday for the
Halifax County School Board that would
fix the biggest problems facing the school
division — low employee pay, a badly
outdated high school, and an inefficient
elementary school building fleet — all in
one fell swoop.
The cost to achieve the long-term objectives would be a two-cent increase in the
county’s real estate tax rate, and tens of
millions of dollars in operational savings
by closing three elementary schools: Clays
Mills, Meadville and Sinai.
In exchange, Halifax County would have
enough money to build a new high school,
renovate Sydnor Jennings and Scottsburg
to pair up with Cluster Springs and South
Boston, the newest facilities in the HCPS
building fleet, and make Halifax’s teacher
pay scale the most generous among the
county’s Virginia neighbors.
“Let’s be
the best paid
county
in ourLineburg presents his recommendations to trustees.
Superintendent
of Schools
Dr. Mark
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‘We need to be safe’:
crowd turns out at
high school for jab
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» $66 million over the
same period, from local tax
dollars that now go toward
debt service, and could be
rolled over to pay for new
facilities once the existing
debt expires.
» $2.8 million in operational savings — from the

Wednesday,
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2001 Seymou
School building.
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th Main St.
» about $6.68 million in begin to fix that problem the system would see their
operational savings from almost immediately — salaries rise by $2,249,
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Trustees back new HCHS, pay package
Stalled priorities move
ahead as School Board
dips to seven members

Moser steps down from School
Board, resigns as aninal warden

By TOM McLAUGHLIN
News & Record Staff

Embattled ED-6 trustee Todd Moser
tendered his resignation to the Halifax
County School on Sunday night, leavA short-numbered Halifax
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to appreciate the opportunity to serve
my district, my county and the students as well as their families.”
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Without comment, the six trustees
in attendance voted unanimously to
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6-0 vote, the board named Lloyd as
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Higher sales tax haul lifts school hopes
1-cent county tax on track to raise enough revenue to pay for new
HCHS; other revenues, savings eyed for elementaries, pay hikes
By TOM McLAUGHLIN
News & Record Staff

Halifax County’s sales tax
revenue should be sufficient to
pay for a new high school — if
the Board of Supervisors agrees
with the School Board to go that
route — and the county would
have tens of millions of dollars
left over to invest in elementary
schools if expiring debt service
payments are added to the funding mix.
That was the main takeaway of
a Wednesday meeting of the Joint
Education Committee, a sixmember panel of county supervisors and school board trustees
who convened in Halifax to talk
about school needs. The meeting served as a preview as both
boards prepare for a full joint session next Thursday, Nov. 18 to try
to resolve the three most pressing

A6
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issues facing Halifax County
Public Schools.
That triad of challenges includes what to do about the high
school, how to restructure and
modernize county elementary
schools to serve a declining student population, and how to close
the pay gap for Halifax County
school employees who trail their
peers in neighboring Virginia
school divisions.
Part of the puzzle came together
on Wednesday with the news that
Halifax County will reap more
revenue over decades from its
1-cent local sales tax than county
officials had recently thought
possible. After initially estimating the 30-year sales tax would
bring in somewhere around $3.3
million per year, officials were
disappointed when revenues in
the first year of the tax came in
around $2.8 million.

“We felt that if we had missed
that by half a million dollars,
something wasn’t quite right,”
said County Administrator Scott
Simpson, speaking about the
sales tax revenue shortfall at
Wednesday’s meeting.
Simpson, who guided the joint
panel discussion Wednesday in
tandem with Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Mark Lineburg, said
he and Finance Director Stephanie Jackson began months ago to
explore the reasons for the lowerthan-anticipated revenues.
He said they discovered the
cause: the state tax department
has collected, but not yet remitted
to the county, sales tax revenue
it has received through multiple
channels over the past year. The
unremitted funds from the state
should boost the annual sales tax
take by about $800,000.
“Obviously, that is additional

ED-5 supervisor Dean Throckmorton (left) confers with County
Administrator Scott Simpson at the joint education panel meeting.
funds that helps the financial perspective we’ll be talking about
today,” said Simpson, addressing members of the joint education committee: supervisors Dean
Throckmorton, Ricky Short and
William Bryant Claiborne, and
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school board trustees Kathy Fraley, Sandra Garner-Coleman and
Jay Camp.
Solely by using $3.6 million in
annual sales tax revenue, instead
See SCHOOLS, page A6
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF A PETITION BY
VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY
for higher employee salaFOR APPROVAL OF A RATE ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE,
DESIGNATED RIDER GT, UNDER § 56-585.1 A 6
ries would ultimately have
OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA
to come from what SimpCASE NO. PUR-2021-00083
son called “efficiencies in
•Virginia Electric and Power Company (“Company”) has filed a Petition for approval of a rate adjustment clause, designated Rider GT.
the elementary school sys•Through its Petition, the Company seeks to recover projected and actual costs related to electric distribution grid transformation projects that the Commission has approved as part of the Company’s plan to
tem.
transform its electric distribution grid.
“I think the money to
•The total revenue requirement requested for recovery in this Petition for the Rate Year beginning June 1, 2022, is $55,527,000.
do that [the compensation
•The Company states that the implementation of the proposed Rider GT on June 1, 2022, will increase a residential customer’s monthly bill, based on 1,000 kilowatt hours of electricity usage per month, by
plan] is in the school sys$1.17.
tem operating budget al•A Hearing Examiner appointed by the Commission will hold a telephonic hearing in this case on March 22, 2022, at 10 a.m., for the receipt of public witness testimony.
ready,” he said.
•An evidentiary hearing will be held on March 23, 2022, at 10 a.m., either in the Commission’s second floor courtroom located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or by
Lineburg, pointing to
electronic means. Further details on this hearing will be provided by subsequent Commission Order or Hearing Examiner’s Ruling.
public opposition to school
•Further information about this case is available on the Commission website at: scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.
closings expressed at the
five recent public hearings
On August 13, 2021, Virginia Electric and Power Company (“Dominion” or “Company”) filed with the State Corporation Commission (“Commission”) a petition (“Petition”) for approval of a rate adjustment
clause (“RAC”), designated Rider GT, pursuant to § 56-585.1 A 6 (“Subsection A 6”) of the Code of Virginia and the Commission’s Rules Governing Utility Rate Case Applications and Annual Informational
held at the county’s smallFilings of Investor-Owned Electric Utilities, 20 VAC 5-204-5 et seq. Through its Petition, the Company seeks to recover projected and actual costs related to electric distribution grid transformation projects
that the Commission has approved as part of the Company’s plan to transform its electric distribution grid (“GT Plan”). The Company states that Subsection A 6 requires it to petition for approval of a plan
est elementaries — Clays
for electric distribution grid transformation projects, and also permits the Company to recover the costs of one or more electric distribution grid transformation projects through a RAC.
Mill, Meadville, ScottsIn Case Nos. PUR-2018-00100 and PUR-2019-00154, the Commission approved Dominion’s investments related to eleven projects in years 2019, 2020, and 2021 (“Phase I of the GT Plan”). The Company
burg, Sinai and Sydnor
now seeks cost recovery for these projects through a new RAC designated Rider GT. The projects include: (1) mainfeeder hardening, (2) targeted corridor improvement, (3) voltage island mitigation, (4)
Jennings — said the School
hosting capacity analysis, (5) the Locks Campus Microgrid, (6) physical security, (7) the Smart Charging Infrastructure Pilot Program, (8) telecommunications, (9) cyber security, and (10) customer education.
The Company states that the Commission also approved the new customer information platform as part of Phase I of the GT Plan, and recovery of those costs is currently under review in the Company’s
Board has difficult questriennial review proceeding, Case No. PUR-2021-00058.
tions ahead pertaining to
The Company represents that the Commission approved Phase I of the GT Plan projects up to the maximum amount of investment previously deemed reasonable and prudent by the Commission (“cost
the county’s elementaries.
caps”). The Company further represents that, should costs exceed such cost caps, those costs would be incurred at the Company’s risk; it would be the Company’s burden to demonstrate reasonableness and
prudence for any such incremental investment. Dominion reports that eight of the ten projects are progressing in line with the overall budgetary plan within the cost caps. Two of the ten projects, Locks
But, “I think everyone
Campus Microgrid and physical security, have projected costs that exceed the cost caps; the Company asserts that these two projects are still reasonable and necessary to pursue, and the incremental costs of
has to acknowledge there
these projects should be approved by the Commission as reasonable and prudent.
The Company’s RAC revenue requirement includes the Projected Cost Recovery Factor. The total revenue requirement requested for recovery in this Petition for the Rate Year beginning June 1, 2022, is
are inefficiencies in the el$55,527,000. The Company states that the implementation of the proposed Rider GT on June 1, 2022, will increase a residential customer’s monthly bill, based on 1,000 kilowatt hours of electricity usage per
ementary schools of $2.5
month, by $1.17.
million dollars,” he said.
Interested persons are encouraged to review Dominion’s Petition and supporting documents in full for details about these and other proposals.
Lineburg has proposed
TAKE NOTICE that the Commission may apportion revenues among customer classes and/or design rates in a manner differing from that shown in the Petition and supporting documents and thus may adopt
channeling these savings
rates that differ from those appearing in the Company’s Petition and supporting documents.
into higher school employThe Commission entered an Order for Notice and Hearing that, among other things, scheduled public hearings on Dominion’s Petition. On March 22, 2022, at 10 a.m., a Hearing Examiner appointed by the
ee pay, which Simpson said
Commission will hold a telephonic hearing for the purpose of receiving the testimony of public witnesses, with no public witness present in the Commission’s courtroom. On or before March 16, 2022, any
person desiring to offer testimony as a public witness shall provide to the Commission (a) your name, and (b) the telephone number that you wish the Commission to call during the hearing to receive your
is a priority of the Board of
testimony. This information may be provided to the Commission in three ways: (i) by filling out a form on the Commission’s website at scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting; (ii) by completing and emailing
Supervisors.
the PDF version of this form to SCCInfo@scc.virginia.gov; or (iii) by calling (804) 371-9141. This public witness hearing will be webcast at scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting.
However, “I don’t think
On March 23, 2022, at 10 a.m., either in the Commission’s second floor courtroom located in the Tyler Building, 1300 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or by electronic means, a Hearing Examwe’re far enough on eliner appointed by the Commission will convene a hearing to receive testimony and evidence offered by the Company, any respondents, and the Commission’s Staff on the Company’s Petition. Further details
on this hearing will be provided by subsequent Commission Order or Hearing Examiner’s Ruling.
ementaries to know what
The Commission has taken judicial notice of the ongoing public health issues related to the spread of the coronavirus, or COVID-19. In accordance therewith, all pleadings, briefs, or other documents
we’re going to do about
required to be served in this matter should be submitted electronically to the extent authorized by 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (“Rules of Practhat,” said Lineburg.
tice”). Confidential and Extraordinarily Sensitive Information shall not be submitted electronically and should comply with 5 VAC 5-20-170, Confidential information, of the Rules of Practice. Any person
seeking to hand deliver and physically file or submit any pleading or other document shall contact the Clerk’s Office Document Control Center at (804) 371 9838 to arrange the delivery.
Simpson proposed a
work-around that would
Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, the Commission has directed that service on parties and the Commission’s Staff in this matter shall be accomplished
by electronic means. Please refer to the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing for further instructions concerning Confidential or Extraordinarily Sensitive Information.
buy time for a decision on
elementary school closAn electronic copy of the public version of the Company’s Petition may be obtained by submitting a written request to counsel for the Company, Vishwa B. Link, Esquire, McGuireWoods LLP, Gateway
Plaza, 800 East Canal Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or vlink@mcguirewoods.com.
ings while still allowing
On or before March 16, 2022, any interested person may file comments on the Petition by following the instructions on the Commission’s website: scc.virginia.gov/casecomments/Submit Public-Comments.
the School Board to impleThose unable, as a practical matter, to file comments electronically may file such comments by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the State Corporation Commission, c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118,
ment an employee pay
Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118. All comments shall refer to Case No. PUR-2021-00083.
scale reform plan, costing
On or before January 4, 2022, any person or entity wishing to participate as a respondent in this proceeding may do so by filing a notice of participation at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling. Those unable, as a
about $800,000 annually.
practical matter, to file a notice of participation electronically may file such notice by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission at the address listed above. Such notice of participation shall include the email
addresses of such parties or their counsel, if available. The respondent simultaneously shall serve a copy of the notice of participation on counsel to the Company. Pursuant to 5 VAC 5 20-80 B, Participation
That plan would depend
as a respondent, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, any notice of participation shall set forth: (i) a precise statement of the interest of the respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific action sought to the
on tapping yet another
extent then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the action. Any organization, corporation, or government body participating as a respondent must be represented by counsel as required by 5 VAC
5-20-30, Counsel, of the Rules of Practice. All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2021-00083.
sum of money the School
On or before January 25, 2022, each respondent may file with the Clerk of the Commission, at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling, any testimony and exhibits by which the respondent expects to establish its case.
Board has in reserve —$3
Any respondent unable, as a practical matter, to file testimony and exhibits electronically may file such by U.S. mail to the Clerk of the Commission at the address listed above. Each witness’s testimony shall
million-plus in budget carinclude a summary not to exceed one page. All testimony and exhibits shall be served on the Commission’s Staff, the Company, and all other respondents simultaneous with its filing. In all filings, respondents shall comply with the Commission’s Rules of Practice, as modified herein, including, but not limited to: 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, and 5 VAC 5-20-240, Prepared testimony and exhibits. All
ryover funds. That money
filings shall refer to Case No. PUR 2021-00083.
ballooned due to lowerAny documents filed in paper form with the Office of the Clerk of the Commission in this docket may use both sides of the paper. In all other respects, except as modified by the Commission’s Order for
than-expected budget exNotice and Hearing, all filings shall comply fully with the requirements of 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice.
penditures with school
The public version of the Company’s Petition and other documents filed in this case, the Commission’s Rules of Practice, and the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing may be viewed at:
closings last year.
scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.
VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY
See PANEL, page A7

Deceased supervisor used
church account to hide funds,
according to OSIG summary

County schools to let out Thanksgiving week

School Board vote hailed as
‘phenomenal’ for morale
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PANEL
With that $3 million sum
in hand, the School Board
could pay for three years
of higher salary scales for
school employees, while
working towards a longterm funding source that
would likely depend on
savings from operating
fewer elementary schools,
Simpson suggested.
That approach has one
other key benefit, he added
— the Board of Supervisors would not need to
raise the real estate tax rate
by 2 cents, as Lineburg
requested to support the
ongoing expense of higher
school salaries.
With all elements of a
comprehensive plan tied
together — and available
funding sources put in play
— “I believe all that can be
done with no tax increase,”
said Simpson.
It was a reference to a
new high school, higher
teacher pay, and millions
to spend on elementary
school upgrades.
Kathy Fraley, chairman of the School Board,
jumped in to ask if Simpson’s framework would
allow for the mid-year
implementation of school
pay raises, starting in January 2022. Simpson said the
answer was no — doing
that would cost the county
some $400,000, more than
the amount of a revenue
from a penny increase in
the real estate tax.
Fraley urged reconsideration of that facet of the
plan. For dozens of employees who are eligible
to retire this year with full
benefits, Fraley, higher salaries, even if for only half
the year, will make a meaningful difference. The Virginia Retirement System
calculates benefits based
on the final three years of
employee compensation,
and bigger paychecks now
will translate to more generous retirement checks in
the future, she said.
“It’s important to our
employees to do this,” said
Fraley, referring to a midyear pay hike. “They have
been through a great deal
last year and this year.”
Despite a suggestion by
Simpson, the joint education committee did not
coalesce around any recommendation to take to the
full boards when trustees
and supervisors meet Nov.
18 at the HCHS auditorium. However, members
did generally discuss a path
forward on construction of
a new high school — with
an eye toward borrowing
money in the spring, hiring an architect in a matter
of months, and starting on
a construction project that
conceivably could be finished by the middle of the
Classes and Activities at Washington
Coleman
Community Center: FIT AND
FUNCTIONAL - Monday,
Wednesday and Friday
10:15-10:45 a.m. Instructor: Kristy McCargo; WALK
FIT CLASS - Every Tuesday
and Thursday morning from
9:15-10:15 a.m. and Tuesday
and Thursday evening from
5:00-6:00 p.m.; LINE DANCERCISE CLASS - Monday
and Wednesday, 5:30-6:30
p.m. Instructor: Karen Taylor; AEROBIC KICK &
GROOVE CLASS - Every
Tuesday and Thursday at
6:15 p.m. Instructor: Kristy
McCargo.

Follow the
latest local
news at
SoVaNow.com
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2025-2026 school year.
One point of contention that cropped up late
in the 90-minute meeting
Wednesday was the proposed $380,000 purchase
of the Powell property —
land next to the high school
that school administrators
have suggested could be
used for the footprint of a
new HCHS building, or as
a construction staging area.
While the purchase of
the property drew criticism
from Throckmorton and
ED-7 trustee Keith McDowell, who attended the
meeting but is not a committee member, the ultimate fate of the transaction
remains up in the air. Simpson suggested at one point
that the money spent on the
property could be used to
fund a mid-year employee
pay increase.
Claiborne, however, noted that the land, even if not
used for the high school,
would have considerable
value to the county and
could always be resold later. He called the purchase
“a no-brainer.”
Looking to place the
various challenges in context, Lineburg said members of both boards should
be proud of their work
to overcome deep-seated
problems in the school division when others might
look at similar challenges
and simply give up.
“If we can [fix] elementaries, high school and pay
[issues] without raising
taxes — I’ve never heard
of anyone in the Commonwealth of Virginia that’s
ever gotten that done,”
Lineburg said. “It may be
the most monumental decisions we make in the history of Halifax County.”
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•Virginia Electric and Power Company (“Company”) has petitioned for approval

•The total revenue requirement requested for recovery in this Petition for the Rate

•The Company states that the implementation of proposed Rider SNA on Septem

•A Hearing Examiner appointed by the Commission will hold a telephonic hearin

•An evidentiary hearing will be held on April 27, 2022, at 10 a.m., either in the C
means. Further details on this hearing will be provided by subsequent Commissio

•Further information about this case is available on the Commission website at: sc

On October 5, 2021, Virginia Electric and Power Company (“Dominion” or “Com
(“RAC”), designated Rider SNA, pursuant to § 56-585.1 A 6 of the Code of Virgi
tric Utilities, 20 VAC 5-204-5 et seq. Through its Petition, the Company seeks ap
tory Commission (“NRC”) to extend the operating licenses of (the “SLR Compon
and reliably, Dominion’s Surry Units 1 and 2 and North Anna Units 1 and 2 in an
Capital Upgrade Component comprise the “Nuclear Life Extension Program” or t
nuclear license extensions and related projects, with a current cost projection of u

In its Petition, the Company explains that Surry Units 1 and 2 became eligible to
Company asserts that it submitted its SLR Application (“SLRA”) for Surry Units
Surry Units 1 and 2 on May 4, 2021. On August 24, 2020, the Company submitte

The Company states that in order to maintain the safety, reliability, and efficiency
that must be undertaken, in addition to the SLRAs. Of the total 33 projects, the C
Company asserts that the projects identified are essential to reduce risk and ensur

The Company states that the Program will provide clean carbon-free baseload nu
for another 20 years. Dominion represents that, over the last several decades, the
overall generation requirements.

The Company asserts that the total costs associated with the Nuclear Life Extensi
Company seeks approval of cost recovery through Rider SNA for “Phase I” of the
billion. Subject to Commission approval, the Company would plan to present a “

The Company represents that it has used a return on equity (“ROE”) of 9.2% for
the Commission will set a new ROE in the Company’s Triennial Review, Case No
of the revenue requirement ultimately approved as part of this proceeding.

The proposed rate year for this proceeding is September 1, 2022, through August
for Funds Used During Construction (“AFUDC”) Cost Recovery Factor, and the A
recovery of an AFUDC Cost Recovery Factor amount of $47,621,000, for a total

The Company states that the implementation of the proposed Rider SNA on Septe
$2.11.

Interested persons are encouraged to review Dominion’s Application and support

TAKE NOTICE that the Commission may apportion revenues among customer c
differ from those appearing in the Company’s Petition and supporting documents.

The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Hearing that, among other thin
sion will hold a telephonic hearing for the purpose of receiving the testimony of p
offer testimony as a public witness shall provide to the Commission (a) your nam
may be provided to the Commission in three ways: (i) by filling out a form on th
SCCInfo@scc.virginia.gov; or (iii) by calling (804) 371-9141. This public witne

On April 27, 2022, at 10 a.m., either in the Commission’s second floor courtroom
ed by the Commission will convene a hearing to receive testimony and evidence
be provided by subsequent Commission Order or Hearing Examiner’s Ruling.

The Commission has taken judicial notice of the ongoing public health issues rela
served in this matter should be submitted electronically to the extent authorized b
Extraordinarily Sensitive Information shall not be submitted electronically and sh
cally file or submit any pleading or other document shall contact the Clerk’s Offic

Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, of the Rules of Practice, the Com
Please refer to the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing for further instruc

An electronic copy of the public version of the Company’s Petition may be obtain
East Canal Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or lcrabtree@mcguirewoods.com.

On or before April 15, 2022, any interested person may submit comments on the
unable, as a practical matter, to submit comments electronically may file such com
Virginia 23218-2118. All comments shall refer to Case No. PUR-2021-00229.

On or before January 3, 2022, any person or entity wishing to participate as a resp
matter, to file a notice of participation electronically may file such notice by U.S.
parties or their counsel, if available. The respondent simultaneously shall serve a
Rules of Practice, any notice of participation shall set forth: (i) a precise statemen
basis for the action. Any organization, corporation, or government body participa
refer to Case No. PUR-2021-00229.

On or before February 15, 2022, each respondent may file with the Clerk of the C
respondent unable, as a practical matter, to file testimony and exhibits electronica
summary not to exceed one page. All testimony and exhibits shall be served on th
with the Commission’s Rules of Practice, as modified herein, including, but not li
No. PUR-2021-00229.

Any documents filed in paper form with the Office of the Clerk of the Commissio
Hearing, all filings shall comply fully with the requirements of 5 VAC 5-20-150,

The public version of the Company’s Petition and other documents filed in this ca
scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.
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Cloudy and cool today
with highs in the upper
40s. Clearing on Friday,
but rain the forecast
Saturday. Sunday will be
mostly sunny with highs in
the mid 50s.
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Supes OK new high school,
staff compensation plan
After years of wrangling, a $109 million budget for HCHS rebuild, $25 million for
elementary facilities, and competitive teacher pay – with no new taxes, for now
The long-running debate over what to
do about Halifax County High School was
settled Monday night as members of the
Halifax County Board of Supervisors voted to borrow $135 million for school construction and create a $109 million project
budget for a new HCHS facility.
Supervisors also approved a school employee compensation package that dramatically raises pay levels of all Halifax
County Public School employees with the
exception of three Central Office administrators. Excluded from the pay plan are
outgoing Superintendent of Schools Mark
Lineburg and two interim administrators,
Finance Director Robert Aylor and secondary education director Scott Worner.
For all other HCPS employees, the salary increases will kick in early in 2022 and
run six months before taking full effect in
the next school year. The compensation
plan, developed by Lineburg, will make
Halifax County school employees among
the best-paid in the region and, officials
hope, reverse this year’s exodus of teach-

ers and other staff.
At the request of School Board Chair
Kathy Fraley, supervisors included administrators — both working at the Central Office and school building principals
— in the compensation package, after the
board’s finance committee voted a week
earlier to exclude administrative personnel. The finance committee plan addressed
only the salaries of teachers and school
support staff.
“When we [the School Board] voted in
November for the compensation package,
we stressed it was for all of our employees,” said Fraley, speaking to supervisors
Monday night at the board’s December
meeting. Fraley called the exclusion of
principals and other administrators “truly
not equitable.
“They are just as valuable as the other
employees in our school system,” she said.
The net cost of the employee compensation plan is $1.6 million — after factoring
in the payroll savings from eliminating 10
unfilled positions and incentivizing some

Supervisors at Monday night’s board meeting in Halifax.
30 long-serving teachers to retire early,
opening the way for younger, cheaper replacement hires. To cover the cost of the
package over the next two fiscal years,
the supervisors voted to allow the School
Board to tap $3.3 million in budget re-

BRIGHT LIGHTS FOR
SUPES
CHILD LITERACY
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serves that have accumulated with normal
school operations curtailed by the pandemic.
The budget reserves will be carried forward to fund the employee pay increases
See SUPES, page A6

Lineburg: ‘Gigantic
victory,’ with need
to move on builder

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2021

through June 2024. After outside the usual July-tothat, the School Board will June fiscal year cycle.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Mark
need to find an ongoing
“I think they should be
Lineburg hailed Monday’s votes by the
source of money to support in sync with the budgeting
Board of Supervisors to move forward with
the expense of salary hikes process and not be earlier
a new high school and school compensa— a prospect that likely than that,” said Ricketts.
tion package as “gigantic victories” for
will require the closing of
On the subject of the
Halifax County.
one or more elementary high school, Throckmorton
“I’m just thrilled. We worked a long time
schools in the county.
and ED-1 supervisor Ricky
to get here. I think these are the kind of vicTo fund the mid-year, Short maintained their optories that will make a difference for years
six-month salary increases position to moving forward
to come,” said Lineburg.
in the current fiscal year — with a new facility, joined
Supervisors’ approval of a new high
which began in July and at times by Ricketts, deschool puts the project back in the School
runs through June 2022 — pending on the specifics of
Board’s court, with trustees tasked with
the School Board will use the motion that came up for
choosing a construction method and then
nearly $1.3 million in bud- a vote. But their objections
nailing down an actual design for a replacegeted funds that otherwise were largely swept aside
Supervisors vote on a series of motions leading to approval
a newCounty
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ment of
Halifax
High School facility.
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Artists design colorful lamps based on book series for library auction
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Most Problems Can Be Treated In Our Office

OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

405 Oak Lane,
South Boston

572-1444

Laser Surgery • Foot Surgery • Trauma • Sports Medicine • Children’s Foot Care
Diabetic Foot Care • Fractures • Most Insurance Accepted • Medicare Participant
Emergencies Seen Immediately • In-Office or Out-Patient Hospital Surgical Treatment

Farm Services
Agency News
USDA Issues Final
Pandemic Payments for
Timber Harvesters and
Haulers
The U.S. Department of
Agriculture will begin issuing final pandemic assistance payments to timber harvesters and timber
hauling businesses through

wood processing mills,
which caused major disruptions to the logging
industry. We made initial
payments as we enrolled
customers in PATHH and
are happy to now finalize
payments to provide this
much needed assistance.”
“We are grateful for the
partnerships with other
USDA agencies to recognize the tremendous need
and to mobilize quickly
to assist loggers and log

funds, FSA has started to
issue second payments to
those applicants whose calculated payment amount
was over $2,000.
Based on the number of
actual PATHH applications filed, FSA will be
required to lower the payment limitation for PATHH
from $125,000 to $75,000
and apply a payment factor
of 70.5% across all calculated payments to ensure
program outlays do not ex-

livestock and poultry.
Over $43 million in assistance for those who had
to depopulate livestock and
poultry due to insufficient
processing access (Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program).
$1 billion to purchase
healthy food for food insecure Americans and build
food bank capacity. $350
million in additional dairy
assistance related to market
volatility.

