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WA SHINGTON—The Jus-
tice Department is opening a 
sweeping investigation into 
policing practices in Min-
neapolis after a former officer 
was convicted in the killing of 
George Floyd there, Attorney 
General Merrick Garland an-
nounced Wednesday.

The decision comes a day 
after former officer Derek 
Chauvin was found guilty of 
murder and manslaughter in 
Floyd’s death last May, setting 
off a wave of relief across the 
country. The death prompt-
ed months of mass protests 
against policing and the treat-
ment of Black people in the 
U.S.

The Justice Department was 
already investigating whether 
Chauvin and the other officers 
involved in Floyd’s death vio-
lated his civil rights.

“Yesterday’s verdict in the 
state criminal trial does not 
address potentially systemic 

By TAFT COGHILL JR.
tHe Free LANce–stAr

Fredericksburg resi-
dents had an opportunity 
to weigh in on a propos-
al to build a new school 
Tuesday night and a ma-
jority of those who sub-
mitted letters support that 
plan to ease overcrowding 
at Hugh Mercer Elemen-
tary.

City Council is no closer 
to knowing the specifics 
of the new school, includ-
ing a timeline, location 
or which grades would be 
served.

But City Manager Tim 
Baroody amended his pro-
posed budget to include a 
$40 million placeholder 
for the project. City Coun-
cilman Tim Duffy, who is 
also the principal at James 
Monroe High School, said 
that cost is on the “low 
end” of what the final 
numbers will actually be.

Baroody has advertised 
a 4-cent tax rate increase 
from 80 cents per $100 of 

assessed value to 84 cents. 
City Council is expected 
to vote on the budget at its 
May 11 meeting.

A total of nine commu-
nity members submitted 
letters on the school pro-
posal to Clerk of Council 
Tonya Lacey, with seven 
saying that a new school 
should be a priority.

“I have witnessed first-
hand just how crowded 
and overtaxed Hugh Mer-
cer’s facilities have be-
come,” city resident Mat-
thew Laird wrote. “Lunch 

By KEITH EPPS
tHe Free LANce–stAr

A Spotsylvania man was 
hospitalized after being shot by 
a county deputy early Wednes-
day, authorities said. 

Virginia State Police Sgt. 
Brent Coffey said Isaiah L. 
Brown, 32, was being treated at 
Mary Washington Hospital for 
serious but non-life-threaten-
ing injuries.

According to police, Spotsyl-
vania Sheriff’s deputies went 
to the 12200 block of Catharpin 
Road at 3:18 a.m. in response to 
a 911 call regarding a domestic 
altercation. A deputy, whose 
name has not been released, 
encountered Brown in the 
roadway walking away from 
his residence.

Coffey said the deputy at-
tempted to talk to Brown and 
fired his service weapon dur-
ing that exchange. Coffey said 
the deputy immediately gave 
medical aid after shooting 
Brown, but did not say what led 
the deputy to fire a shot.

The American Legion is 
a U.S. military veteran or-
ganization that promotes 
patriotism. Post 320 also has 
a motorcycle club, American 
Legion Riders, headed by Jo-
seph Nemes, who also serves 
as the American Legion Post 
320 “first vice.”

The group uses motorcycle 
trips to promote the legion 
and war veterans, and Friday 
was one more way for them to 
reach out to a veteran.

Dickinson is 95 and not 
very active nowadays. He is 
wheelchair bound and has 
numerous caretakers who 
watch after him, but he heart-

ily welcomed his visitors and 
held court in his living room 
for about half an hour.

After the war ended, Dick-
inson said he returned to his 
native Spotsylvania County, 
where he and his brother ran a 
lumber business. The sawmill 
they ran is just about a mile 
from Dickinson’s home near 
Lake Anna. He also raised 
cattle on the property where 
he now lives.

Dickinson was drafted into 
the U.S. Army as a teenager 
and said he didn’t necessarily 
plan on fighting in such a mo-
mentous war, which started 
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By SCOTT SHEnK
tHe Free LANce–stAr

Five members of Spotsylvania County’s American Legion Post 320 headed off on their motorcycles  
on a nice, sunny afternoon last Friday.

Their trip wasn’t just a joyride. The military veterans were on a mission to honor  
a World War II veteran for his service to the country as well as the legion club,  

where Robert Dickinson has been a member for 50 years.

SPOTSY POST HONORS membeR WHO fOuGHT IN WORld WAR II

Veteran marks 50 years 
in American Legion

PHotos BY MiKe MoroNes / tHe Free LANce–stAr

American legion Post 320 members (from left) Joseph Nemes, Andrew Johnson, Jorge Roca and Gill boggs visit 
Robert dickinson at his Spotsylvania home. dickinson was recognized for half a century of service to the organization.

American legion members Andrew Johnson (left)  
and Jorge Roca examine a shadow box of decorations.SEE VETERAN, A5

BUDGETS >> Caroline  
and  K.G. set tax rates. A3

INVESTIGATION WILL LOOK 
AT USE OF FORCE, OTHER 
ISSUES IN  MINNEAPOLIS 

VICTIM WAS INJURED, TAKEN 
TO HOSPITAL; STATE POLICE 
LEADING INVESTIGATION

Man shot 
by Spotsy 
Sheriff’s 
deputy  

Support builds for constructing a new school in Fredericksburg

FiLe / Peter ciHeLKA / tHe Free LANce–stAr

City officials are considering building a new 
school to ease overcrowding at Hugh mercer. SEE SChOOl, A5

Feds  
to probe 
policing  
practices

SEE FlOyD, A5

SEE ShOOTING, A5
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in 1939 and ended in 1945 
and involved much of the 
world’s countries.

“No, I didn’t expect it, 
but I take what comes,” he 
said from his wheelchair 
in the living room, its 
walls covered with family 
photos. His wife died in 
2010. He has three chil-
dren, along with numer-
ous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Dickinson served in 
Germany for two years, 
and he has a signature 
story, about the time he 
delivered a tractor–trail-
er load of fruit cakes to 
American soldiers in Aus-
tria.

When he returned to 
Germany after the deliv-
ery, U.S. military police 
stopped his rig and said 
they wanted to search 
it for German prisoners 
who had unloaded the 
fruitcakes but couldn’t be 
found.

Turned out there were 
six German soldiers hid-
ing in the trailer.

“You can’t blame ’em for 
that,” Dickinson said with 
a smile.

Dickinson also noted 
the somber side of his war 
experience—the many 
who died.

“I’m extremely lucky,” 
he said. “A lot of the men 
that went with me in 
World War II didn’t come 
back. God was with me. He 
let me come back.”

Of the 16 million Amer-
icans who fought in World 
War I I ,  418,500 were 
killed, according to the 
U.S. Department of Vet-

erans Affairs. There were 
15 million battle deaths 
and 25 million wounded 
from all nations in the 
war. There were 45 million 
civilian deaths in the war.

The number of surviv-
ing World War II veterans 
is dwindling.

In 2020, the veteran’s 
administration projected 
the surviving U.S. WWII 
veteran population to be 
about 325,000. The pro-
jection for 2021 is closer to 
200,000.

Asked if he knows any 
fellow soldiers from the 
war who are still around, 
Dickinson thought for a 
moment before answer-
ing.

“I don’t believe I do,” he 
said.

Nemes thanked Dickin-
son for his service.

“We couldn’t let this 
pass by without recogniz-
ing your achievements,” 
he said of Dickinson’s ser-
vice to the country and the 
American Legion.

“I appreciate it, but I 
don’t think I deserve any 
more credit than anybody 
else in the American Le-
gion,” Dickinson said.

The group noted that 
50 years is long time, then 
Dickinson pointed out 
that he also was awarded 
for 60 years of service 
with the Partlow Ruritan 
Club.

“Well, 10 more years 
and we’ll catch up,” Nemes 
joked as the group said 
they’d come back to see 
him in a decade.

Dickinson chuckled and 
shook their hands.

“Alright,” he said, “I’m 
gonna hold my part of it.”
Scott Shenk: 540/374-5436
sshenk@freelancestar.com

VETERAN
► FROM A1

shifts at the cafeteria nec-
essarily stretched well 
into the early afternoon. 
Many students were as-
signed portable class-
rooms, having to walk 
back and forth to use the 
school facilities during 
inclement weather.”

Laird went on to state 
that parking is burden-
some at the school, par-
ticularly during special 
events. He said many 
times he parked at the 
nearby Fredericksburg 
Police Department and 
walked over the hill to the 
school.

Hugh Mercer is for stu-
dents in kindergarten 
through second grade 
before they move on to 
Lafayette Upper Elemen-
tary. City resident Megan 
Waite noted that Hugh 
Mercer had more than 
800 students enrolled 
when the current school 
year began and that over-
crowding has been an is-
sue for “quite some time.” 
She said teachers and staff 
can do only so much.

“Our city is at the point 
with population growth 
that creativity, intelli-
gence and passion cannot 
continue to overcome the 
challenges faced,” Waite 
wrote.

S o m e  c o m m u n i t y 
members wondered what 
happened to the $10.9 
million placeholder City 
Council used in the ini-
tial proposed budget that 
would’ve expanded La-
fayette and James Monroe 

High School rather than 
spend more funds on a 
new school.

City resident Kim Mc-
Clellan told the council 
she’s not opposed to in-
vesting in education, but 
believes more data and de-
tailed information needs 
to be released before she 
can support a new school.

Baroody said last week 
that a tax rate increase 
in double-figures might 
be necessary if the new 
school is accelerated to 
open in 2024 as City 
Councilman Jason Gra-
ham recently proposed.

“I am surprised and 
disappointed to hear that 
the City could abandon 
that tradition of moderat-
ing tax increases to pay 
for a new school that we 
so suddenly need despite 
a very detailed and in-
formed plan that was put 
forth just a few years ago 
to utilize existing space, 
renovate existing schools 
and save taxpayers the 
expense of building a new 
school,” McClellan wrote.

Baroody’s revised pro-
posed budget also includes 
a transfer of $1 million in 
the assigned general fund 
balance to the school bond 
capital fund for construc-
tion of the new school. 
The Capital Improvement 
Plan budget also officially 
removed the $10.9 million 
for expansion projects at 
James Monroe and Lafay-
ette Upper Elementary.

Two downtown traffic 
studies totaling $200,000 
are also now included.
Taft Coghill Jr: 540/374-5526
tcoghill@freelancestar.com 
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policing issues in Minne-
apolis,” Garland said.

The new investigation 
is known as a “pattern or 
practice”—examining 
whether there is a pattern 
or practice of unconstitu-
tional or unlawful polic-
ing—and will be a more 
sweeping probe of the 
entire police department 
and may result in major 
changes to policing there.

It will examine the use 
of force by police officers, 
including force used dur-
ing protests, and whether 
the department engages in 
discriminatory practices. 
It will also look into the 
department’s handling of 
misconduct allegations 
and its treatment of people 
with behavioral health 
issues and will assess 
the department’s current 
systems of accountability, 
Garland said.

A senior Justice Depart-
ment official said pros-
ecutors chose to announce 
the probe a day after the 
verdict because they did 
not want to do anything to 
interfere with Chauvin’s 
trial. The official would 
not discuss details of the 
investigation publicly and 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.

Three other ex-Min-
neapolis police officers 
charged in Floyd’s death 
will be tried together be-
ginning Aug. 23. The of-

ficial said their trial is far 
enough off that officials 
believed it was still ap-
propriate to make the an-
nouncement Wednesday, 
even though they are still 
awaiting trial on state 
charges.

It’s unclear whether the 
years under investigation 
will begin when Floyd died 
or before. Garland said 
a public report would be 
issued, if the department 
finds a pattern or prac-
tice of unconstitutional 
policing. The department 
could also bring a lawsuit 
against the police depart-
ment, which in the past 
have typically ended in 
settlement agreements or 
consent decrees to force 
changes.

The Minneapolis Police 
Department is also being 
investigated by the Min-
nesota Department of Hu-
man Rights, which is look-
ing into the department’s 
policies and practices over 
the last decade to see if it 
engaged in systemic dis-
criminatory practices.

Minneapolis Mayor Ja-
cob Frey said city officials 
“welcome the investiga-
tion as an opportunity to 
continue working toward 
deep change and account-
ability in the Minneapolis 
Police Department.” The 
city council also issued 
a statement supporting 
the investigation, saying 
its work had been con-
strained by local laws and 
that it welcomes “new 

tools to pursue trans-
formational, structural 
changes to how the City 
provides for public safety.”

The Justice Department 
official said attorneys 
from the department’s 
civil rights division are on 
the ground in Minneapo-
lis, working with the U.S. 
attorney’s office and have 
been speaking with com-
munity groups and others.

The decision to an-
nounce a sweeping Justice 
Department investigation 
comes as President Joe 
Biden has promised his 
administration would not 
rest following the jury’s 
verdict in the case. In a 
Tuesday evening speech, 
he said much more needed 
to be done.

“ ‘I can’t breathe.’ Those 
were George Floyd’s last 
words,” Biden said. “We 
can’t let those words die 
with him. We have to keep 
hearing those words. We 
must not turn away. We 
can’t turn away.”

Garland said the chal-
lenges being faced “are 
deeply woven into our 
history.”

“They did not arise to-
day or last year,” Garland 
said. “Building trust be-
tween community and 
law enforcement will take 
time and effort by all of 
us, but we undertake this 
task with determination 
and urgency knowing that 
change cannot wait.”
Forliti contributed to this report 
from Minneapolis.

Floyd
► FROM A1

Virginia State Police 
took over the investiga-
tion at the request of the 
Sheriff’s Office, and a 
portion of Catharpin Road 

was closed for several 
hours for the investiga-
tion.

Coffey said that once 
state police finish the 
investigation, the results 
will be turned over to a 
special prosecutor for 

review. 
LaBravia Jenkins, com-

monwealth’s attorney in 
Fredericksburg, will serve 
as the special prosecutor 
in this case, Coffey said.

Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com
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By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N G T O N —B o l-
stered with new momen-
tum, Congress is ready to 
try again to change the na-
tion’s policing laws, heed-
ing President Joe Biden’s 
admonition that the guilty 
verdict in George Floyd’s 
death is “not enough” for 
a nation confronting a 
legacy of police violence.

Legislation that was 
once stalled on Capitol 
Hill is now closer than 
ever to consensus, law-
makers of both parties 
said Wednesday, a day 
after a Minneapolis jury 
found former officer Der-
ek Chauvin guilty of mur-
der and manslaughter 
in Floyd’s death. Behind 
the scenes, negotiations 
are narrowing on a com-
promise for a sweeping 
overhaul, though passage 
remains uncertain.

The revived effort is be-
ing led by Black lawmak-
ers, including Republican 
Sen. Tim Scott of South 
Carolina. In private, Scott 
briefed key Republican 
senators on Wednesday, 
updating his colleagues 
on the negotiations with 
Democrats for nearly two 
months. He told reporters 
he expected to wrap up 
those talks with the Dem-
ocrats within two weeks.

Congress struggled with 
a police overhaul bill last 
summer in the immediate 
aftermath of Floyd’s death, 
but the legislation went no-
where after Democrats and 
Republicans could not agree 
to a compromise package.

Congress  
to try again 
on police bill

By DEEPTI HAJELA 
AnD JOCELyn nOVECK
AssociAted Press

NEW YORK—When the 
verdicts came in—Guilty, 
Guilty, Guilty—Lucia Ed-
monds let out the breath 
she hadn’t even realized 
she’d been holding.

The re l ief  that  the 
91-year-old Black woman 
felt flooding over her when 
white former Minneapo-
lis police officer Derek 
Chauvin was convicted for 
killing George Floyd was 
hard-earned, coming after 
a lifetime of seeing other 
cases end differently.

“I was prepared for the 
fact that it might not be a 
guilty verdict because it’s 
happened so many times 
before,” the Washington, 
D.C., resident said, recall-
ing the stunning acquittal 
of Los Angeles policemen 
in the Rodney King beat-
ing three decades ago.

““I hope this means 
there is a shift in this coun-
try, but it’s too early for me 
to make that assumption.” 
Still, she added: “Some-
thing feels different.”

The same sense of relief, 
of accountability served 
and crisis at least tempo-
rarily averted, was palpable 

across the United States on 
Tuesday after a jury found 
Chauvin guilty of murder 
and manslaughter in kill-
ing Floyd, a Black man who 
took his last breath pinned 
to the street with the offi-
cer’s knee on his neck.

But when it came to 
what’s next for America, 
the reaction was more 
hesitant. Some were hope-
ful, pointing to the pro-
tests and sustained outcry 
over Floyd’s death as signs 
of change to come, in po-
licing and otherwise.

Others were more cir-
cumspect, wondering if 
one hopeful result really 
meant the start of some-
thing better in a country 
with a history of racial 
injustice, especially in the 

treatment of Black people 
at the hands of law en-
forcement.

With all the relief and 
gratitude 68-year-old 
Kemp Harris, a retired kin-
dergarten teacher in Cam-
bridge, Mass., felt upon 
hearing the verdict, it was 
tempered by what he’d seen 
in the much more recent 
past: The deaths of Daunte 
Wright in Minnesota and 
of Adam Toledo in Chicago.

“You know, I think it 

puts a period on the end of 
this particular incident,” 
Harris said. “But I don’t 
think it puts a stoppage on 
what’s been going on.”

Beverly Mills, 71, of 
Pennington, New Jersey, 
and Elaine Buck, 67, of 
Hopewell Borough, New 
Jersey, found themselves 
thinking back through his-
tory as they reflected on 
the verdict in Minnesota.

Will the verdict change 
anything? Buck said: “It 
wi l l  make everybody 
aware that we’re watching 
you. We’re videotaping. 
What else are we sup-
posed to do?”

Tina Ikpa, a Black attor-
ney in Norman, Oklaho-
ma, said she was “waiting 
for the other shoe to drop.”

“I feel like there’s some 
hope, but I still feel like 
there’s a lot of work left to 
do,” the 38-year-old said. 
“It’s a small sliver of hope, 
but I’m hesitant to say we 
have reached the moun-
taintop.”

If nothing else, the ver-
dict gave the country a 
glimpse of something it 
hasn’t always seen, Harris 
said. 

“I at least think that we 
saw what justice can look 
like in this country,” he 
said. 
APwriterCliff Brunt in Oklahoma 
City  contributed to this report.

Relief after verdict, but what’s next?

JAcquelyn MArtin / AssociAted Press

Lucia Edmonds, 91, of Washington, reacts Tuesday 
upon hearing the verdict against Derek Chauvin.

Harris Buck

aMEriCaNs TaKE sTOCK 
ON siGNiFiCaNCE OF 
ChauViN CONViCTiON 

in brief
N.c. dEpuTy 
FATAlly ShooST 
BlAck mAN

ELIZABETH CITY, N.C—A 
North Carolina deputy shot 
and killed a Black man while 
executing a search warrant 
Wednesday, authorities said, 
spurring an outcry from a 
crowd of dozens that imme-
diately gathered at the scene 
and demanded law enforce-
ment accountability.

The Pasquotank County 
Sheriff’s deputy was placed 
on leave pending a review by 
the State Bureau of Investiga-

tion, Sheriff Tommy Wooten 
II said at a news conference. 
He said the deputy shot An-
drew Brown Jr. about 8:30 a.m. 
while serving the warrant in 
Elizabeth City, a municipality 
of about 18,000 people 170 
miles northeast of Raleigh. Lo-
cal NAACP leader Keith Rivers 
said Brown was Black.

Wooten did not identify the 
deputy and did not say what 
the warrant was for. Court 
records show Brown, 42, had 
a history of drug charges and 
a misdemeanor drug posses-
sion conviction.

The deputy was wearing 
an active body camera at the 
time of the shooting, said 

Wooten, who didn’t say how 
many shots the deputy fired 
or release other details, citing 
a pending review by the State 
Bureau of Investigation. 

SpAcEX lAuNch 
puShEd BAck A dAy

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
—SpaceX on Wednesday 
bumped its next astronaut 
launch by a day because of 
dangerously high waves and 
wind offshore.

Liftoff is now scheduled an 
hour before sunrise Friday 
from NASA’s Kennedy Space 
Center, when better weather 

is expected.
The four astronauts from 

the U.S., Japan and France 
will spend six months at the 
International Space Station.

This will be SpaceX’s third 
launch of astronauts for 
NASA in less than a year.

BRidE, gRoom 
cRAShEd ThEiR 
owN NupTiAlS

SOUTHWEST RANCHES, 
Fla.—Courtney Wilson and 
Shenita Jones invited family 
and friends to their “dream 
home and estate” for their 

weekend wedding celebra-
tion: the ceremony Saturday, 
brunch on Sunday.

There was just one problem: 
The couple didn’t own the 
16,300-square-foot mansion 
and didn’t have permission 
to use it.

According to the South 
Florida Sun–Sentinel, man-
sion owner Nathan Finkel, 
who lived in another home 
on the property, was stunned 
to see Wilson and the wed-
ding party show up Saturday 
morning to set up for the 
ceremony. He called 911, po-
lice arrived and Wilson and 
his entourage were ordered 
to leave. Wilson did and no 

charges were filed.
Finkel said he continued to 

receive calls that day inquir-
ing about when the ceremony 
was to begin.

The mansion is for sale, 
and Keith Poliakoff, attorney 
for listing agent Southwest 
Ranches, said Wilson toured 
the property months ago.

“[Wilson] asked if he could 
use Nathan’s backyard for his 
wedding, and Nathan said 
no,” Poliakoff said.

Apparently, that didn’t stop 
the couple from planning 
to hold their wedding at the 
site. “The guy figured it was a 
vacant house,” Poliakoff said.
—The Associated Press



By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A 911 call released Friday 
by authorities indicates the 
Spotsylvania deputy who shot 
a 32-year-old county resident 
multiple times early Wednes-
day may have mistaken a phone 
for a gun.

Isaiah L. Brown was shot in 
the 12200 block of Catharpin 
Road shortly after calling 911 
about 3:18 a.m. He told a dis-
patcher that he called because 
his brother wouldn’t let him 
into his mother’s room.

Brown was apparently con-

cerned about getting his car, 
which had already been towed 
after breaking down earlier 
that night. Brown’s family 
members said Brown had re-
ceived a ride home with the 
same deputy who later shot 
him.

By TAFT COGHILL JR.
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A flag that some believe 
is a symbol of support for 
police officers and others 
criticize as being adopted 
by white supremacists has 
f lown over the Caroline 
County Sheriff’s Office for 
the past several months.

The Carol ine County 
Branch NA ACP has re-
quested Sheriff Tony Lippa 
denounce the co-option of 
the flag by extremists. Lippa 
did agree to remove a “Blue 
Lives Matter” sign that was 
on the office’s grounds be-
fore it was replaced with a 
sign reminding citizens to 
“Support Those Who Pro-
tect You.”

Lippa’s decision to remove 
the “Blue Lives Matter” sign 
came after hearing from 
Black community mem-
bers and meeting with the 
NAACP in January.

But he has since declined a 
second meeting, and refused 
to work with the organiza-
tion on crafting a commit-
ment to diversity statement 
and forming a Citizens Ad-
visory Board.

Lippa declined to com-
ment for his story, but ad-
dressed the NAACP’s con-
cerns in a letter to President 
Lydell Fortune dated March 
29.

Lippa defended the use of 
the “thin blue line” flag—a 
black and white U.S. flag 
with a blue line across the 
middle—by saying its ori-
gins date back to the 1950s 
and it was a “symbol depict-

By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

While new COVID-19 
cases continue on an 
even keel statewide to the 

point the governor will 
relax some restrictions 
on social gatherings next 
month, the same trend is 
not true locally.

The R appa ha n nock 
Area Health District, 
which includes Freder-
icksburg and the counties 

of Caroline, King George, 
Spotsylvania and Staf-
ford, saw its highest daily 
case number since Feb. 12 
on Wednesday, when 170 
people tested positive for 
the virus. New case counts 
were between 130 and 170 
for three of the past four 

days. A week earlier, new 
daily cases ranged from 80 
to 106.

The area’s three hos-
pitals were treating 64 
patients with the virus on 
Friday, more than twice as 
many as a month ago. And 
the health district’s posi-

tivity rate, which mea-
sures the rate of positive 
tests among all those tak-
en, continues to be higher 
than the state’s average. 
On Friday, it stood at 9.4 
percent locally compared 
to 5.8 percent statewide.

Even more unusual are 

case counts in Caroline 
County, the most rural 
locality in the health dis-
trict. It reported an un-
precedented 270 new cas-
es from Friday, April 16, to 
Friday, April 23. Five times 
since April 10, Caroline 
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CAROLINE NAACP TAKES 
ISSUE WITH BANNER  
FLYING AT LIPPA’S OFFICE

STATE CORONAVIRUS 
FIGURES IMPROVING 
DESPITE LOCAL TRENDS

Local virus cases, hospitalizations continue to climb

Sheriff’s 
‘thin blue 
line’ flag 
under fire

TAFT COGHILL JR. / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A ‘thin blue line’ flag has 
flown over the Caroline 
Sheriff’s Office for months.

By STAFF REPORTS

ALEX ANDRIA—A five-time 
previously convicted felon was 
sentenced Friday to 14 months 
in prison for flying an airplane 
without a pilot’s license.

According to court docu-
ments, on Sept. 27, 2018, Ryan 
Guy Parker, 31, of Fredericksburg, 
took an airplane at Shannon Air-
port in Spotsylvania County for 
a joyride.

Parker, who named his busi-
ness “Outlaw Aviation,” was 
employed by the airplane’s owner 

to assemble the plane but had 
not yet completed the job. At the 
time of the flight, the airplane 
had a caster rear wheel, a plastic 
bicycle water bottle for radiator 
overflow, and duct tape on key 
parts of the aircraft, according to 
a news release from the Depart-
ment of Justice.

Despite poor weather condi-
tions, Parker f lew just above 
Shannon Airport’s fuel tanks and 
twice crossed the airspace used 
by aircraft on approach to Shan-
non Airport’s main runway. He 

flew around the airport for 10 to 
15 minutes at an altitude of about 
500 feet. Parker did not possess 
a pilot’s license at the time of the 
flight, the release stated.

According to court documents, 
the defendant had five prior 
felony convictions, including a 
previous conviction involving 
unlawful activity pertaining 
to aircraft. In that case, the de-
fendant was found guilty in the 
Stafford County Circuit Court for 
destruction of property and un-
authorized use of a vehicle in con-

nection with a separate Septem-
ber 2018 incident that occurred at 
the Stafford Regional Airport.

On Jan. 22, Parker pleaded 
guilty to serving as an airman 
without an airman’s certificate.

Raj Parekh, acting U.S. at-
torney for the Eastern District 
of Virginia; and Jamie Mazzone, 
mid-Atlantic region special agent-
in-charge, U.S. Department of 
Transportation Office of Inspec-
tor General, made the announce-
ment after sentencing by Senior 
U.S. District Judge T. S. Ellis III.

Unlicensed pilot lands in prison after Shannon Airport joyride 

SEE VIRUS, A5

SEE FlAG, A5

VIDEO >> See the footage 
released by Spotsy Sheriff ’s 
Office at fredericksburg.com.
NORtH CAROlINA >>  
7 deputies on leave after fatal 
shooting of Black man. A4

FOOTAGE, AUDIO RELEASED 
AFTER DEPUTy SHOOTING

PHOTOS BY MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE –STAR

People rally in front of the Spotsylvania County Sheriff’s Office to protest after Wednesday’s shooting of Isaiah Brown, 32.

Supporters carry signs calling for prayers and justice for 
Brown, a Black man shot by a deputy early Wednesday. SEE pROtESt, A7
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No Maintenance
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✓ We Have Fast And Easy

Financing Available!
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Expires 5/2/2021.

CALL TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES at 540-569-9712

Stimulus
Program

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

By RICARDO ALONSO–ZALDIVAR
AssociAted Press

WASHINGTON—When 
police respond to a per-
son gripped by a mental 
health or drug crisis, the 
encounter can have tragic 
results. Now a govern-
ment insurance program 
will help communities set 
up an alternative: mobile 
teams with mental health 
practitioners trained in de-
escalating such potentially 
volatile situations.

The effort to reinvent 
policing after the death 
of George Floyd in police 
custody is getting an as-
sist through Medicaid, 
the federal-state health 
insurance program for 
low-income people and the 
largest payer for mental 
health treatment. Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s recent 
coronavirus relief bill calls 
for an estimated $1 billion 
over 10 years for states that 
set up mobile crisis teams, 
currently locally operated 
in a handful of places.

Many 911 calls are due 
to a person experiencing 
a mental health or sub-
stance abuse crisis. Some-
times, like with Daniel 
Prude in Rochester, New 
York, the consequences 
are shocking. The 41-year-
old Black man died after 
police placed a spit hood 
over his head and held 
him to the pavement for 
about two minutes on a 
cold night in 2020 until 
he stopped breathing. He 
had run naked from his 
brother’s house after being 
released from a hospital 
following a mental health 
arrest. A grand jury voted 
down charges against the 
officers.

Dispatching teams of 
paramedics and behavioral 
health practitioners would 
take mental health crisis 

calls out of the hands of 
uniformed and armed of-
ficers, whose mere arrival 
may ratchet up tensions. 
In Eugene, Oregon, such a 
strategy has been in place 
more than 30 years, with 
solid backing from police.

The concept “fits nicely 
with what we are trying to 
do around police reform,” 
Eugene Police Chief Chris 
Skinner said. The logic 
works “like a simple math 
problem,” he adds.

“If I can rely on a mecha-
nism that matches the 
right response to the need, 
it means I don’t have to 
put my officers in these 
circumstances,” Skinner 
explained. “By sending the 
right resources I can make 
the assumption that there 
are going to be fewer times 
when officers are in situa-
tions that can turn violent. 
It actually de-conflicts, 
reducing the need for use 
of force.”

Eugene is a medium-
size city about 100 miles 
south of Portland, known 
for its educational institu-
tions. The program there 
is called Crisis Assis-
tance Helping Out On The 
Streets, or CAHOOTS, 
and is run by the White 
Bird Clinic. CAHOOTS is 
part of the local 911 emer-
gency response system but 
operates independently of 
the police, although there’s 
coordination. Crisis teams 
are not sent on calls in-
volving violent situations.

“We don’t look like law 
enforcement,” White Bird 
veteran Tim Black said. 
“We drive a big white cargo 
van. Our responders wear 
a T-shirt or a hoodie with a 
logo. We don’t have hand-
cuffs or pepper spray, and 
the way we start to interact 
sends a message that we 
are not the police and this 

is going to be a far safer and 
voluntary interaction.”

CAHOOTS teams han-
dled 24,000 calls in the 
local area in 2019, and 
Black said the vast major-
ity would have otherwise 
fallen to police. Many 
involve homeless people. 
The teams work to resolve 
the situation that prompt-
ed the call and to connect 
the person involved to 
ongoing help and support.

At least 14 cities around 
the country are inter-
ested in versions of that 
model, said Simone Bro-
dy, executive director of 
What Works Cities, a New 
York-based nonprofit that 
tries to promote change 
through effective use of 
data.

“It’s really exciting to 
see the federal government 
support this model,” Bro-
dy said. “I am hopeful that 
three years from now we 
will have multiple models 
and ideally some data that 
shows this has actually 
saved people’s lives.” Port-
land, Ore., launched its 
own crisis teams in Febru-
ary and the program has 
already expanded to serve 
more areas of the com-
munity.

About 1,000 people 
a year are shot dead by 
police, according to an 
analysis by the Treatment 
Advocacy Center, which 
examined several publicly 
available estimates. Severe 
mental illness is a factor in 
at least 25 percent of such 
shootings, it estimated. 
The center advocates for 
improved mental health 
care.

Mobile crisis teams 
found thei r  way into 
the COVID-19 relief bill 
through the efforts of Or-
egon Democratic Sen. Ron 
Wyden.

Feds fund mental health crisis 
teams to stand in for police

After being told that his 
stated reason for calling 
911 was not a good one, 
Brown told the dispatcher 
that someone better come 
quick because, “I’m about 
to kill my brother.”

He initially responded 
“yup” when the dispatcher 
asked him if he had a gun, 
but said on at least two 
other occasions that he 
did not.

Brown was still on the 
phone with the dispatcher 
as sirens were heard ap-
proaching. A deputy mo-
ments later could be heard 
shouting for Brown to hold 
up his hands and, “Drop 
the gun! Drop the gun!” 
After telling someone that 
Brown had the gun up to 
his own head, the deputy 
was then heard yelling, 
“Stop walking toward me!”

Next on the recording 
were what sounded like 
seven shots being fired 
in rapid succession. The 
deputy, who said on the re-
cording that he’d fired five 
shots, is then heard several 
times asking, “Where is 
the gun?” before the re-
cording stopped. It turned 
out there was no gun.

After shooting Brown, 
the deputy immediately 
rendered first aid until 
Brown was taken to Mary 
Washington Hospital, 
where he was still being 
treated Friday for wounds 
to his abdomen and side.

A body cam video that 
accompanied the released 
911 call added little to clar-
ify the 911 call. Brown 
doesn’t show up in the 
blurry video until he was 
already on the ground after 
being shot.

Speaking to a crowd 
of about 75 people who 
showed up in the court-
house area Friday after-
noon, Sheriff Roger Harris 
on Friday credited the dep-
uty, who has been placed 

on administrative leave, 
with saving Brown’s life.

Harris told the Black 
Lives Matter contingent 
that he supports their 
efforts and strives for ac-
countability and transpar-
ency.

Harris’ appearance end-
ed abruptly when Jakuta 

Williams challenged the 
sheriff about the March 
8, 2018, death of his son, 
16-year-old Jamil Harvey. 
Jamil was shot four times 
by a county deputy in a 
Salem Fields townhouse. 
Police ruled the shooting 
justified, something Har-
vey’s family disputes.

The sheriff responded 
to Williams’ challenge 
by walking back into the 
Sheriff’s Office and shut-
ting the door.

The protesters repeat-
ed familiar chants while 
making the short march 
from the county admin-
istration building to the 

Sheriff’s Office. Before 
making the march, they 
clashed verbally with 
counterprotesters and 
expressed their outrage 
about another Black man 
being shot by a police of-
ficer in the U.S.

“We want answers for 
a young man fighting for 

his life right now,” said 
Anthony Foote, one of the 
protest organizers. “Isa-
iah needs to survive. It’s 
hard to know a story when 
there’s only one side.”

The two or three coun-
ter-protesters were led by 
Nick Ignacio, a candidate 
for the Board of Super-
visors in Spotsylvania. 
Ignacio and another man 
who repeatedly shouted 
at the protesters and ex-
pressed support for law 
enforcement. They also 
tried to drown out the 
protest chants by blaring 
such music as the theme 
from the television show 
“Cops.”

The Virginia State Police 
is heading the investiga-
tion into Brown’s shoot-
ing. Fredericksburg Com-
monwealth’s Attorney 
LaBravia Jenkins has been 
appointed as special pros-
ecutor and will decide 
what, if any, action will 
be taken against the un-
named deputy.

David Haynes, an attor-
ney for Brown who works 
with the Cochran Firm in 
Washington, released a 
statement in which he said 
video and audio released 
by police Friday shows 
that Brown’s shooting was 
“completely avoidable.”

He said the deputy was 
50 feet from Brown when 
he shot him and was never 
threatened. 

“The officer mistook a 
cordless house phone for a 
gun,” Haynes said. “There 
is no indication that Isaiah 
did anything other than 
comply with dispatch’s or-
ders and raised his hands 
with the phone in his hand 
as instructed.”

Haynes said the family 
is requesting more audio 
and said there was “obvi-
ously a failure of commu-
nication between dispatch 
and the officer which led to 
this tragic event.”
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

Protest
► FROM A1

PHotos BY MiKe MoroNes / tHe Free LANce –stAr

Spotsylvania County Sheriff Roger Harris speaks with protesters outside the Sheriff’s Office on Friday. 
Harris told the demonstrators he supports their efforts and strives for accountability and transparency.

Demonstrators hold a moment of silence for Isaiah 
Brown during the rally in Spotsylvania on Friday 
evening. Brown, 32, remains at a local hospital. 

A group marches during Friday’s rally. ‘We want 
answers for a young man fighting for his life right 
now,’ said one organizer during the demonstration.
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By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A lawyer representing 
the family of Spotsyl-
vania County shooting 
victim Isaiah Brown an-
nounced Monday that he 
is demanding that all au-
dio be released immedi-
ately involving the dis-
patcher Brown was on 
the phone with when he 
was shot early Wednes-
day and the deputy who 
shot him.

David Haynes, an at-
torney with the Cochran 
Firm in Washington, 
made the announce-
ment before a throng of 
cameras and reporters 
outside the Spotsylvania 
Circuit Court building.

“This was clearly a 
failure of communica-
tion between dispatch 
and the officers,” Haynes 
said. “This is an inci-

dent that 
s h o u l d 
have nev-
e r  h a p -
pened.”

Haynes, 
who was 
flanked by 
members 
of Brown’s 

family and several oth-
ers, said he would file a 
Freedom of Information 
Act request Monday 
with the Sheriff’s Of-
fice. He said the 911 call 
and the body cam video 
released thus far leaves 
too many questions un-
answered.

Brown, 32, was shot 
about 3:18 a.m. Wednes-
day morning near his 
residence in the 12200 
block of Catharpin Road. 
Seven shots can be clear-
ly heard on the 911 re-
cording, but Haynes 

said doctors informed 
the family that 10 bul-
lets were found inside 
Brown. Only two of 
them had been removed 
as of Monday, he said.

Haynes said Brown 
remains in “critical but 
guarded” condition and is 
on a breathing machine. 
He called Brown’s prog-
nosis “touch and go.”

According to the in-
formation released thus 
far, unnamed Spotsyl-
vania deputies had given 
Brown a ride home about 
30 to 45 minutes before 
the shooting, which 
Haynes described as a 
“good deed.” Brown’s car 
had broken down else-
where in Spotsylvania.

Brown later called 911, 
expressing irritation 
with his brother and 
concern about getting 
to his car, which had 

already been towed. At 
one point during the call, 
Brown told the dispatch-
er that someone bet-
ter come because, “I’m 
about to kill my broth-
er.” He also answered 
“yup” when asked if he 
had a gun.

But he later stated at 
least twice that he was 
unarmed, and was out-
side on a cordless phone 
talking to a dispatcher 
when the same deputy 
who’d given him the ride 
home showed up.

Moments later, the 
deputy could be heard 
shouting for Brown to 
hold up hands and to, 
“Drop the gun!” The 
deputy then mentioned 
that Brown had the gun 
to his head; Brown was 
still on the phone talking 
with the 911 operator at 

FamiLy oF Shooting 
viCtim wantS audio 

KEITH EPPS / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Yolanda Brown (right) talks about the April 21 shooting of her brother, Isaiah Brown, during a news 
conference at the Spotsylvania Courthouse Monday, as family members and supporters listen.   

Brown

SEE BROWN, A5

By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Three of the five CO-
VID-19 “variants of con-
cern” identified world-
wide have been found in 
the Rappahannock Area 
Health District.

They’ve caused 31 infec-
tions and one hospitaliza-
tion, according to new 
data from the Virginia 
Department of Health. 
Local results are simi-
lar to statewide trends, 
which show the strain that 
originated in the United 
Kingdom has become the 
predominant variant in 
Virginia.

Of the state’s 965 infec-
tions caused by variants, 
789 were from the United 
Kingdom type; 27 of the 
31 cases in the local health 
district have been traced 
to that mutation. In the 
Rappahannock-Rapidan 
Health District, which in-
cludes Culpeper, Fauquier 
and Orange counties, 14 
of 19 cases from variants 
were attributed to the U.K. 
strain.

Others found locally 
include the strain from 
South Africa and two 
types of California vari-
ants.

In the movies, mutants 
make for interesting su-
perheroes when claws 

pop out of their hands 
or laser-like blasts shoot 
from their eyes, but it’s a 
different story when the 
COVID-19 virus makes 
changes in its DNA se-
quencing. These vari-
ants can result in disease 
super-spreaders.

They might be trans-
mitted more easily, cause 
more severe illness, be 
harder to detect and be 
more difficult to treat, 
according to the Virginia 
Department of Health. 
They also may not be 
covered by vaccines or 
the natural immunity a 
person gets after having 
COVID-19 because that 
protection was developed 
against the original strain 
of the disease.

That’s why state and na-
tional health officials have 
encouraged people to get 
inoculated as soon as it’s 
their turn.

“We’re in a race to get 
everyone vaccinated be-
fore we run up against a 
variant that’s either more 
resistant or deadlier,” Dr. 
Norm Oliver, the state’s 
health commissioner, said 
last month.

To date, the Centers 
of Disease Control and 
Prevention has identified 
five variants of concern 

By MIKE SCHNEIDER AND 
NICHOLAS RICCARDI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON—The na-
tion’s political center of 
gravity shifted further to 
the Republican-led South 
and West on Monday, with 
Texas, Florida and other 
Sun Belt states gaining 
congressional seats while 

chillier climes like New 
York and Ohio lost them.

Altogether, the U.S. 
p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  t o 
331,449,281, the Census 
Bureau said, a 7.4 increase 
that was the second-slow-
est ever.

The new allocation of 
congressional seats came 

Census adds House seats 
in Texas, other red states

FILE / JEFF CHIU / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Numbers from the 2020 census show California 
will lose a seat in Congress for the first time ever.

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Downtown Greens, a 
community garden in 
downtown Fredericks-
burg, has submitted a 
letter of intent to the Fred-
ericksburg Economic De-
velopment Authority to 
purchase the property 
adjacent to Braehead Farm 
in the city’s Battlefield In-
dustrial Park.

Sarah Perry, Down-
town Greens director, said 
she and board members 
toured the property earlier 
this spring and submitted 
their letter of intent to the 
EDA on April 7.

She said the organiza-
tion sees buying the prop-
erty as an opportunity to 
expand its programming 
in the areas of sustainable 
agriculture, environmen-
tal education and land 

conservation.
“We started getting re-

ally excited and talking to 
people who might partner 
with us to expand [our 
operation] in this way,” 
she said. “We realized that 
there is a lot of enthusiasm 
and a lot of people who are 
interested in saving this 
piece of property—and not 
just saving it but turning 
it into this new, beautiful 
space that the whole com-
munity can enjoy.”

According to a letter 
submitted by Downtown 
Greens to Fredericksburg 
Mayor Mary Katherine 
Greenlaw and City Coun-
cil and EDA members, 
some of the nonprofit’s 
plans for the property 
include partnering with 
Michael Carter—an 11th-
generation Black farm-

Garden group eyes 
land near Braehead

SEE lAND, A5

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

RICHMOND—Virgin-
ia’s population grew over 
the past decade but not 
enough to gain an addi-
tional seat in Congress, 

according to new figures 
released by the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau on Monday.

Monday’s data release 
was the first to emerge 
from the nation’s once-
a-decade head count. It 

showed that from 2010 
to 2020, Virginia’s resi-
dent population grew by 
7.9 percent to 8,631,393. 
That growth will not 
change Virginia’s allotted 
number of congressional 

seats, 11.
Because the number 

of seats in the House of 
Representatives is set at 
435, apportionment is a 
zero-sum game with one 

deSPite growth, virginia StayS at 11 CongreSSionaL diStriCtS 

SEE CENSUS, A5

SEE VIRGINIA, A5

three Covid-19 
variants hit area

MICHAEL ROBINSON CHAVEz / WASHINGTON POST

Researchers run tests to identify variants at the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine. Virginia 
has also begun tracking variant cases in the state.

SEE VARIANTS, A3
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the time. Brown’s brother 
was home at the time and 
heard the commotion, but 
didn’t actually see what 
happened, the lawyer said.

The deputy was then 
heard yelling, “Stop walk-
ing toward me,” just be-
fore the shooting began. 
After it ended, the deputy 
asked, “Where’s the gun? 
Where’s the gun?”

The body cam footage 
released did not show 
Brown’s response to the 
deputy’s commands. He 
was already on the ground 
by the time he showed up 
on the video. But Haynes 
insisted that Brown did 
everything he was di-
rected to do and posed no 
threat at any time.

The incident is still be-
ing investigated by the 
Virginia State Police. The 
deputy, whose name has 
not been released, has 
been placed on adminis-
trative leave pending the 
outcome of the investiga-
tion.

Fredericksburg Com-
monwealth’s Attorney 
LaBravia Jenkins, who 
has been appointed as a 
special prosecutor for the 
case, said Monday that she 
will make an announce-
ment after the state police 

finish their work. She said 
there is no timetable for 
that at this point.

A group of about 25 
people protested outside 
Jenkins’ downtown office 
Monday afternoon.

Haynes said that depu-
ties made “terrible, grave 
basic policing errors,” 
including not waiting for 
backup, not properly light-
ing the area and overreact-
ing. He also called Sheriff 
Roger Harris’ statement 
that the deputy saved 

Brown’s life “incredu-
lous,” in light of the fact 
that it was the unnamed 
deputy who shot him.

Yolanda Brown, the 
victim’s sister, said her 
brother is a home health 
care aide known for his 
smile and being the “life of 
the party.”

“He has a good heart and 
is a good person,” she said. 
“It’s a lot to process; we’re 
all kind of numb.”

Jennifer Brown, Isaiah 
Brown’s mother, said, “My 

concern at this point is for 
my son to hopefully come 
home alive.”

Among those joining 
the family at the press 
conference were Moe Pet-
way, head of the Spotsyl-
vania NAACP, Anthony 
Foote of Black Lives Mat-
ter FXBG and the Rev. 
Charles Wormley, senior 
pastor at Mount Zion 
Baptist Church in Spot-
sylvania.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404 
kepps@freelancestar.com
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er and owner of Carter 
Farms, a centennial farm 
in Orange County. They 
hope to create vocational 
and workforce agricultural 
training opportunities 
while establishing an edu-
cational farm to grow food 
for the regional food bank. 
They also want to use the 
wetlands portion as a liv-
ing classroom for local 
students and providing 
opportunities for eco- and 
agritourism.

The property, which 
includes wetlands and ag-
ricultural space, has front-
age on both Belman Road 
and Tyler Street. It used to 
be part of Braehead Farm 
until the farm’s own-
ers, George and Roxanna 
Snead, sold it to Technau-
tics LLC in 2010.

The EDA in January 
entered into a contract 
with Technautics LLC to 
possibly buy the 60-acre 
property for $2.6 million.

At the time, Bill Freeh-
ling, the city’s economic 
development and tourism 
director and liaison with 
the EDA, told The Free 
Lance–Star that the goal 
was to sell 5 or 6 acres 
to the city for an expan-
sion of its City Shop and 
market the rest of the 
L-shaped tract in smaller 
parcels. According to a 
Jan. 26 Free Lance–Star 
article, the agreement 
reached in January gave 
the EDA until November 
to arrange financing and 
assess market interest in 
the divided lots.

Downtown Greens’ let-
ter of intent was to pur-
chase the entire property 
with the exception of the 5 
or 6 acres for the City Shop 
expansion.

Beth Black, chair of the 
EDA, said the group is in 
discussion with “several 
organizations” regarding 
sale of the property and 
that “it is not an appropri-
ate time” for additional 
comment.

Perry said Downtown 
Greens offered to pur-
chase the property for $2.1 
million, with an additional 
$200,000 to cover ex-
penses related to the EDA’s 
purchase from Technau-
tics. She said their offer, 
combined with proceeds 
from selling a handful of 
acres to the city, will allow 
the EDA to recoup the en-
tire $2.6 million.

Perry said Downtown 
Greens will have applied 
for three grants by the end 
of this month for a total 
of about $1.2 million to go 
toward the purchase, and 
plans to apply for more.

“There are lots of grants 
out there for this exact 
thing—saving farmland, 
saving wetlands, conserv-
ing open space,” Perry 
said.

There has been com-
munity interest for several 
years in preserving the 
property next to Braehead 
Farm, which is the last 
working farm in the city 
and welcomes thousands 
of children and adults each 
year.

Roxanna Snead told The 
Free Lance–Star in 2019 
that since the adjacent 
parcels have been for sale, 
the family has been “fear-
ful of the sort of neighbor 
we could have.”

That year, community 
members formed an infor-
mal coalition to advocate 
for preserving the land 

from development. The 
Preserve Braehead Farm 
Facebook group now has 
280 members.

Rebecca Rubin, former 
CEO of the environmen-
tal firm Marstel-Day and 
an advocate for preserv-
ing the Braehead prop-
erty, said she thinks of the 
space as a “conservation 
commons.”

“I think it’s important 
from a number of perspec-
tives,” she said. “It is the 
last piece of publicly avail-
able agricultural space in 
the City of Fredericksburg. 
That’s such a treasure. 
And if you think about it 
from the perspective of 
a child visiting the farm, 
part of what makes that 
attractive is that there 
is this 62-acre vista all 
around it.”

Rubin said Downtown 
Greens’ plans for the prop-
erty make sense because it 
preserves the community-
oriented use of the space.

“In the context of the 
preservation of the open 
space, the preservation of 
farm land, the educational 
opportunities for children 
and families and the com-
munity gathering spot—I 
think it just resonates 
with a lot of people,” she 
said.

Perry said Downtown 
Greens is hoping for more 
opportunities to discuss 
its plans for the property 
with the EDA, secure fi-
nancing and negotiate its 
offer.

“What we are trying to 
do is just let the EDA know 
that we have support,” 
she said. “I’m sure one of 
their concerns is, how is 
this nonprofit going to 
come up with the money 
in time? But we have got-
ten so much support just 
in the one month that we 
have been talking about 
this to our donors and 
our partners that we are 
sure that we can get the 
money.”

Perry said while Down-
town Greens’ purchase of 
the property might result 
in less tax revenue for the 
city than another use, the 
organization believes that 
the preservation of green 
space is a better long-term 
goal.

“The less open space we 
have, the lower the quality 
of life is for city residents,” 
she said. “And the high 
quality of life is what at-
tracts new businesses.”

The City Council has 
demonstrated its interest 
in preserving the Braehead 
property. In November of 
2019, council members 
voted against a special use 
permit that would have 
expanded an auto parts re-
cycling yard into the prop-
erty, citing concerns about 
the impact of the opera-
tion on the surrounding 
wetlands.

The EDA has the power 
to buy and sell real estate 
to “foster economic de-
velopment,” Freehling told 
the Free Lance–Star in 
January.

The EDA will next meet 
on May 10, but discus-
sions about the sale of 
property can be conducted 
in closed session “where 
discussion in an open 
meeting would adverse-
ly affect the bargaining 
position or negotiating 
strategy of the Economic 
Development Authority” 
under Virginia Code.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele
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in the U.S. Census Bu-
reau’s first release of data 
from a 2020 headcount. 
The numbers chart famil-
iar American migration 
patterns, and confirm 
one historic marker: For 
the first time in 170 years 
of statehood, California 
is losing a congressional 
seat, a result of slowed 
migration to the nation’s 
most populous state, 
which was once a symbol 
of the country’s expansive 
frontier.

The census release 
marks the official begin-
ning of the once-a-decade 
redistricting battles. The 
numbers released Mon-
day, along with more de-
tailed data expected later 
this year, will be used by 
state legislatures or inde-
pendent commissions to 
redraw political maps to 
account for shifts in popu-
lation.

Those shifts have large-
ly been westward. Colo-
rado, Montana and Oregon 
all added residents and 
gained seats. Texas was 
the biggest winner—the 
second-most populous 
state added two congres-
sional seats, while Florida 
and North Carolina gained 
one. States losing seats in-
cluded Illinois, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia.

The reshuffling of the 
congressional map moved 
seats from blue states to 
red ones, giving Repub-
licans a clear, immediate 
advantage. The party will 
have complete control of 
drawing the congressional 
maps in Texas, Florida and 
North Carolina—states 
that are adding four seats.

In contrast, though 
Democrats control the 
process in Oregon, Demo-
cratic lawmakers there 
have agreed to give Re-
publicans an equal say 
in redistricting in ex-
change for a commitment 
to stop blocking bills. In 
Democratic Colorado, a 
nonpartisan commission 
will draw the lines, mean-
ing the party won’t have 
total control in a single 
expanding state’s redis-
tricting.

It’s been a bumpy road 
getting this far. The 2020 
census faced a once-in-
a-century coronavirus 
pandemic, wildfires, hur-
ricanes, allegations of 
political interference with 
the Trump administra-
tion’s failed effort to add 
a citizenship question, 
fluctuating deadlines and 

lawsuits. Division of fed-
eral money to the states is 
also a stake.

The GOP can shape 
districts to maximize the 
influence of Republican 
voters and have a major 
advantage in upcom-
ing elections—possibly 
enough to win back con-
trol of the U.S. House.

But in the long term, 
it’s not clear the migra-
tion is good news for Re-
publicans. Many of the 
fastest growing states are 
increasingly competitive 
political battlegrounds 
where the new arrivals—
including many young 
people and people of col-
or—could at some point 
give Democrats an edge.

“What’s happening is 
growth in Sunbelt states 
that are trending Demo-
cratic or will soon trend 
Democratic,” said Wil-
liam Frey, a demographer 
at the Brookings Institu-
tion in Washington, D.C.

That means Repub-
licans may be l imited 
in how many favorable 
seats they can draw as 
Democrats move to their 
territory.

“It’s going to be harder 
and harder for the Texas 
Leg islature to gerry-
mander advantageous 
congressional districts” 
for Republicans, said 
William Fulton, director 
of the Kinder Institute for 
Urban Research at Rice 
University in Houston. 
“Texas hasn’t f l ipped 
blue yet as a state, but the 
blue population centers 
are growing really fast.”

Fulton, who moved to 
Texas from California, 
said his former home has 
become “the new Califor-
nia—the big state that’s 
adding a lot of popula-
tion.” He believes Cali-
fornia risks becoming the 
new Northeast—which 
he characterized as a 
stagnant, crowded area 

that retains wealth and 
intel lectual clout but 
loses innovators to more 
promising places.

Despite California’s 
slow growth, the state 
still has 10 million more 
residents than Texas.

North Carol ina and 
Texas, Fulton said, are 
positioned to become the 
intellectual powerhouses 
of the new economy, as 
the South has snatched 
away major manufactur-
ing industries like auto-
mobiles from the Rust 
Belt. “We are 10-20 years 
away from the South 
and the West being truly 
dominant in American 
culture and American 
society,” he said.

But population booms 
also bring new burdens, 
like increased traffic, 
rising home prices and 
strains on an infrastruc-
ture already grappling 
with climate change—
vividly illustrated when 
the Texas power grid 
f a i l e d  i n  t h e  w i nte r 
storms of February.

The pattern outlined in 
the Census data was one 
started in the 1930s with 
the invention of modern 
air-conditioning and has 
been steady since then, 
according to experts. The 
only change in the pat-
tern was the halt in Cali-
fornia’s growth.

That has happened as 
home prices have soared 
in California, contribut-
ing to a steady stream of 
residents leaving for oth-
er Western states. Those 
relocations helped turn 
Colorado and Nevada into 
Democratic states and 
made Arizona competi-
tive.

“That’s the California 
exodus, blue state im-
migrants,” Frey said. 
“Californians are taking 
their votes and moving to 
other places.”

It’s not just Califor-

nians who are moving. 
Brad Baskin and his wife, 
Janie, moved from the 
Chicago suburbs to Or-
lando, Fla., three years 
ago to be closer to their 
daughter,  son-in-law 
and grandchildren. Janie 
Baskin is a registered 
Democrat, while Brad 
Baskin hasn’t registered 
a party affiliation but was 
turned off by Trump. 

The pol it ica l  v iews 
they have encountered 
in Florida have been a 
bit jarring, going from 
a state overwhelmingly 
dominated by Democrats 
to one where Republicans 
are in control at the state 
level, though Democrats 
control most municipal 
offices in the county that 
is home to Orlando.

Baskin, a photographer, 
said he recently made 
head shots for a client 
who told him, “It’s OK for 
you guys to move down 
here, but leave your lib-
eral views up there.”

The power shift is also 
being driven by His-
panics. Over the decade, 
Hispanics accounted for 
around half of the growth 
in Arizona, Florida and 
Texas, according to fig-
ures from the American 
Community Survey, a 
Census Bureau program 
separate from the decen-
nial census.

The state population 
figures known as the ap-
portionment count de-
termine not only political 
power but the distribu-
tion of $1.5 trillion in fed-
eral spending each year.

The legal deadline for 
turning in the appor-
tionment numbers was 
Dec. 31, but the Census 
Bureau pushed back that 
date to April because of 
challenges caused by the 
pandemic and the need 
for more time to correct 
not-unexpected irregu-
larities.

More detailed figures 
will be released later this 
year showing populations 
by race, Hispanic origin, 
gender and housing. 
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California, Illinois, Pennsylvania and West Virginia 
are among the states losing seats in Congress. 

state’s gain resulting 
in another state’s loss.

 That redistrict-
ing data will be used 
for redrawing precise 
congressional and leg-
islative districts, a 
process in Virginia 
that will be overseen 
by a newly created bi-
partisan commission.
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sUZAnnE CARR ROssI / ThE FREE LAnCE-sTAR

Downtown Greens wants to purchase land next  
to Braehead Farm in Fredericksburg from the EDA.

PETER CIhELkA / ThE FREE LAnCE–sTAR

A group protesting the shooting of Isaiah Brown by a Spotsylvania sheriff’s 
deputy walks past the courthouse in downtown Fredericksburg on Monday.
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The doctor said he knew he 
looked like an idiot, stand-
ing outside his office holding a 
handmade sign announcing a 
“COVID-19 vaccine.”

But ever since Dr. Rosier Ded-
wylder’s practice in Dahlgren 
started administering the vac-
cine—50 shots every Monday 
from March 22 on—he and 
his staff made sure every dose 
landed in an arm.

Then last week, someone 
canceled late in the day, and the 
staff scrambled to find a replace-

ment. Dedwylder sees patients, 
not only from King George and 
neighboring Caroline and West-
moreland counties, but also 
those over the bridge in south-
ern Maryland.

The notion of one dose go-
ing to waste struck the medical 
team particularly hard, espe-
cially with the news coming out 
of India. People were dying out-
side hospitals because oxygen 
wasn’t available, and there were 
horrible photos of multiple vic-
tims of the virus being burned 
on funeral pyres. COVID-19 
has claimed more than 3,000 

As vaccine supply 
rises, demand falls 

PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Lori Allen administers a second dose of COVID-19 vaccine to Priscilla Morris at Mount Zion 
Baptist Church in Dawn on April 24. Health officials plan more walk-up and drive-in clinics.

FILE / CATHY DYSON / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Dr. Rosier Dedwylder and his staff are making every effort  
to get COVID-19 vaccines into the arms of patients.

By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Katina Howard, outreach 
coordinator for the Rappah-
annock Area Health District, 
wonders if vaccine inter-
est has decreased because 
people don’t know they’re 
eligible for it.

“Sometimes I think we 
overestimate who’s in the 
know about information,” 
she said.

Reggie Underwood, chair-
man of the Caroline County 
Board of Supervisors, be-
lieves that’s especially true 
in a rural locality like his 
where there’s limited broad-
band access and no county 
newspaper.

“We don’t have a way of 
getting mass information to 
our community, and I think 
that hurts our community,” 
he said. “With all the nega-
tive information about vac-
cinations and things that 
have happened, it really is 

EFFORTS SEEK 
TO VACCINATE  
‘ThOSE whO 
hAVE ThE LEAST’ 
IN OUR AREA

OFFICIALS SHIFT STRATEGY ON COVID-19 SHOTS

SEE VACCInES, A4

SEE OUTREACH, A4

By JAmeS SCOTT BArON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Amy Sudbeck believes 
the nation has a lot of heal-
ing to do in the wake of 
the May 25, 2020, killing 
of George Floyd in Min-
neapolis.

“There’s still so much 
divide and every time 
there’s an officer-involved 
shooting, you’ve got those 
on the left and those on 
the right,” said Sudbeck, 
founder of both Back the 
First Responders Founda-
tion and Back the Badge, 
a “pro-blue” social me-
dia group of about 7,500 
members. “In [Spotsyl-
vania County’s Isaiah 
Brown] incident, that’s not 
the case. I feel bad for both 
men, and I think a lot of 

people agree.”
On April 21, Spotsyl-

vania Sheriff’s deputies 
were dispatched to a do-
mestic altercation call in 
the early morning hours 
in the 12200 block of rural 
Catharpin Road. State po-
lice said a deputy, whose 
name has not been re-
leased by authorities, en-
countered Brown, 32, in 
the roadway walking away 
from his residence.

Virginia State Police 
Sgt. Brent Coffey said the 
deputy attempted to speak 
to Brown and it was during 
that encounter that the 
deputy fired his service 
weapon. Brown was shot 
multiple times and the 
deputy immediately ren-
dered medical aid.

Brown was transported 
to Mary Washington Hos-
pital, where he is still 

Group aims to buoy 
both deputy, Brown

SEE BADGE, A5

MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE –STAR

Back the Badge supporters sign banners for both 
the Spotsylvania Sheriff’s Office and Isaiah Brown.

WELL WISHES TAKEN 
TO SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
AND LOCAL HOSPITAL

By KATHy GANNON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

K A B U L ,  A f g h a n i s t a n— 
The final phase of ending 
America’s “forever war” in 
Afghanistan after 20 years 
formally began Saturday, 
with the withdrawal of the 
last U.S. and NATO troops 
by the end of summer.

President Joe Biden had 
set Saturday as the official 
start of the withdrawal of 
the remaining forces—
about 2,500–3,500 U.S. 
troops and about 7,000 
NATO soldiers.

Even before Saturday, 
the herculean task of pack-

ing up had begun.
The military has been 

taking inventory, deciding 
what is shipped back to 
the U.S., what is handed to 
the Afghan security forces 
and what is sold as junk in 
Afghanistan’s markets. In 
recent weeks, the military 
has been flying out equip-
ment on massive C-17 
cargo planes.

The U.S. is estimated 
to have spent more than 
$2 trillion in Afghanistan 
in the past two decades, 
according to the Costs of 
War project at Brown Uni-
versity, which documents 
the hidden costs of the U.S. 
military engagement.

Defense department of-

U.S. starts final 
phase of pullout
THE WITHDRAWAL OF 
REMAINING TROOPS IN 
AFGHANISTAN BEGINS

SEE AFGHAnISTAn, A3
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Take control of your retirement years and plan for a

community to support you when you need it.

When asked where they would
like to live in their 80s and
90s, most Americans will say,
“At home.” But as people live
longer, health complications may
interfere with these plans.

As we age, we may experience
decreased stability, limited sight,
and impaired dexterity, all of
which may lead to a dangerous
living environment. For seniors
living alone, this problematic
scenario may become even more
difficult as feelings of isolation
and depression set in. As we live
longer, we are more likely to need
additional support.

It might feel uncomfortable
to admit that you can no longer
manage your life at home. Senior
living is a topic most families
do not discuss until the need is
imminent. Oftentimes the choice
is made by an adult child because
they can no longer care for their
parent. Or a loved one is being
discharged from the hospital and
are told they can no longer live
alone. In situations like these,
the senior themselves might not
have the opportunity to choose

their community. This creates a
difficult decision for the adult
children. Is this what mom would
want? Will she be happy here?
Am I doing the right thing?

The choice of a senior living
community can and should be
made now so that everyone can
be emotionally and financially
prepared to take that step when
the time comes. Commonwealth
Senior Living has been helping
families through this process for
nearly 20 years and can help your
family too.

Call for a free copy of
our helpful booklet:

Choosing the
Right Assisted Living
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being treated for what authorities 
described as serious but non-life 
threatening injuries.

The Sheriff’s Office has released 
the 911 call and body camera foot-
age of the shooting. The recordings 
indicate Brown was holding a cord-
less phone and the deputy may have 
mistaken the phone for a gun.

About 11 a.m. Saturday, Sudbeck 
led a small mobile caravan carrying 
two large white banners filled with 
messages of hope, prayer and sym-
pathy in support of both the Spot-
sylvania deputy and Brown.

“This divide is only getting 
worse,” said Sudbeck. “The polar-
ization is awful, no one’s thinking 
for themselves anymore, they just 
jump one side or the other and it’s 
just pure hate, and it needs to stop.”

Sudbeck said the actions of for-
mer Minneapolis police officer 
Derek Chauvin in the George Floyd 
case contributed significantly to-
ward the animosity that’s evident 
today between law enforcement of-
ficers and the public across much of 
the country.

“We’re all disgusted by what 
Derek Chauvin did, but what one 
police officer did, it doesn’t repre-
sent police officers across the coun-
try,” said Sudbeck. “We need them 
and they need us. We don’t want to 
live in a world without law enforce-
ment.”

Sudbeck’s mother-in-law, An-
nette, of Fredericksburg said Satur-
day morning’s event was all about 
raising awareness and promoting 
peace in one small part of America.

“We’re all fellow human beings, 
we still have to love and care for each 
other, we still have to abide by the 
law, yes we do,” she said. “It’s not 
about the left, or about the right, 
we’ve got somebody fighting for 
their life in the hospital and we have 
an officer and his family fighting to 
live their lives, too, with all of what’s 
going on in our society today.”

About 20 members of the Back the 
Badge group met Saturday outside 
Gourmeltz 90’s Music Bar & Draft 
House in Cosner’s Corner to set out 
the long banners for Back the Badge 
members to write encouraging mes-
sages of optimism for both men 

involved in the incident.
“We’re praying and hoping that 

Isaiah recovers, we’re praying for his 
family,” said Jessie Leigh Bolinsky 
of Spotsylvania. “We’re also here in 
support of the police officers who 
are fighting and working every day 
for our safety. It’s very important for 
me to show my support here today.”

Sudbeck said support for law en-
forcement is critical now because 
agencies across the county are los-
ing men and women each day.

“I think police departments are 
hurting, they’re losing people, 
they’re having a harder time re-
cruiting people,” said Sudbeck. 
“And it’s frustrating, because a lot of 
the stuff out there isn’t true. Police 
officers have families, kids, par-
ents—they’re human beings doing 
a job.”

For those who couldn’t make the 
event, Sudbeck solicited messages 

from her social media group ahead 
of the event then wrote the messag-
es on each of the banners Saturday 
morning.

Once the messages were placed 
on the banners, a group of seven ve-
hicles, some bearing the “thin blue 
line” and American flags, headed 
out together to deliver one banner 
adorned with the message “We Got 
Your Six” to officers on duty at the 
Spotsylvania Sheriff’s Office. That 
banner will be passed along to the 
deputy involved in the case. The 
second banner for Brown offer-
ing well wishes was taken by a sole 
driver to his family at the hospital. 
Sudbeck said she hopes the banners 
to each of the men will help bring 
some assurance that the public is 
behind each of them, praying for 
both men involved.

“We hope these banners will 
bring them some comfort and some 
healing,” said Sudbeck.

In the meantime, the Virginia 
State Police Bureau of Criminal 
Investigation’s Culpeper Field Of-
fice, Police Shooting Investigation 
Team, continues to investigate the 
incident. Once that investigation is 
completed, Fredericksburg Com-
monwealth’s Attorney LaBravia 
Jenkins will review the findings and 
decide whether charges are war-
ranted.
James Scott Baron: 540/374-5438
jbaron@freelancestar.com
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Tom Sudbeck (right) offers a prayer after a signed banner is delivered 
to the Spotsylvania Sheriff’s Office during an event on Saturday.

Back the Badge organizer Amy 
Sudbeck writes on banners for the 
Sheriff’s Office and Isaiah Brown.

By BRyAN ANDERSON
ASSOCIATEd PRESS

RALEIGH, N.C.—A gun-
man who killed his mother, 
father-in-law, two deputies 
and died at the scene of a 
shootout also attacked his 
father with a knife days be-
fore Wednesday’s shooting 
in Boone, N.C., according 
to Watauga County Sheriff 
Len Hagaman.

H a g a m a n  s a i d  t h e 
shooter’s father reported 
his 32-year-old son, Isaac 
Alton Barnes, first to the 
Avery County Sheriff’s 
County on Sunday and 
then called Watauga au-
thorities after being re-
ferred to that department 
since the encounter took 
place within county limits 
in the town of Matney. He 
accused his son of pulling 
out a bowie knife and try-
ing to harm him.

T he  fat her,  Joseph 
Barnes, was trying to de-
cide whether to have Isaac 
arrested for the alleged 
assault or pursue an in-
voluntary commitment. 
The father then went to a 
magistrate but decided not 
to pursue the involuntary 
commitment, according to 
the sheriff. 

Hagaman said that be-
fore the mother and step-
father were killed, they 
had contacted his office on 
Monday out of concern for 
their son.

Family members warned 
the office that the son was 
experiencing a mental 
breakdown and could be 
dangerous if approached.

In the meantime, Watau-
ga County dispatchers 
warned officers on Sunday 

and Monday to be on the 
lookout for Isaac, who had 
fled to the woods along 
the Avery and Watauga 
County border after alleg-
edly assaulting his father.

When Barnes’ mother 
and stepfather, Michelle 
and George Wyatt Ligon, 
didn’t show up to work or 
respond to calls Wednes-
day, Sgt. Chris Ward and 
K-9 Deputy Logan Fox 
were sent to their home to 
perform a welfare check. 
After knocking on the door 
and entering the house, 
they were met by an unex-
pected visitor.

“They were walking 
from the main level down-
stairs. That’s when Mr. 
Barnes shot the officers,” 
Hagaman said.

After backup arrived, a 
diversion was created and 
a small rescue squad pulled 
Ward out of the house. 
Ward was flown to a John-
son City hospital, where he 
later died. He was 36.

Fox, 25, died at the scene 
and was in the house 
throughout the 13-hour 
standoff.

Hagaman said Barnes 
fired shots from several 
parts of the house. After 
deploying tear gas and 
seeing no movement from 
within the house, law en-
forcement officials entered 
the building.

About 11 p.m., Michelle 
and George Ligon were 
found dead. 

Authorities previously 
said Barnes appeared to 
have died by killing him-
self, but that has yet to be 
confirmed, Hagaman said.

Sheriff says Boone 
shooter attacked 
father days earlier
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GatherinG hopes to promote unity within community

By James scott Baron
ThE FREE LANCE–STAR

Nearly a dozen of the re-
gion’s pastors and religious 
leaders led a group of about 50 
people in words of Scripture, 
hope and unity Sunday after-
noon during a prayer vigil for 
Isaiah Brown, his family and 
the county deputy involved 
in a shooting last month from 
which Brown remains hospi-
talized.

“What we hope to promote 
today is unity within our 
community to work through 
difficult circumstances to-
gether with unbiased grace, 
discernment, truth and love 
with an eye towards impartial 
justice,” said Temaki Carr, 
founder and CEO of Freder-
icksburg’s Loving the Nations 
Missions Ministry.

Carr is part of the One 

Church Rappahannock Re-
gion, a group of Black and 
white evangelical Christian 
churches formed after the kill-

ing of George Floyd by a Min-
neapolis Police officer almost 
one year ago. That incident 
touched off protests across the 

country, including the Freder-
icksburg region.

“We love Isaiah and we love 
the police department and to-
day we intercede for our com-
munity,” Carr told the crowd.

Adam Blosser, senior pas-
tor of Goshen Baptist Church 
in Spotsylvania, also prayed 
publicly during the vigil. He 
said the One Church organiza-
tion has four pillars: Christ, 
unity, solidarity and justice.

“That kind of describes 
what we’re about with Christ 
being first,” said Carr.

Mike and JoAnne Wilson 
drove from Stafford County to 
attend the peaceful event, held 
under warm, bright sunshine 
on the steps of the Spotsyl-
vania County government 
center.

“We’re all here, basically, 

Get ready for speed 
changes along a 15-
mile stretch of In-

terstate 95 from Caroline 
County to Fredericksburg.

The Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation is 
gearing up for a $10.6 mil-
lion project to install vari-
able speed limits along the 
stretch of the interstate, 
from three miles north 
of the Ladysmith exit to 
State Route 3.

Work to set up the 
corridor is expected to 
start in late spring and be 
completed by the fall.

The variable speed cor-
ridor was recommended 

as part of the I-95 Cor-
ridor Improvement Plan. 
Depending on how the 
local variable speed corri-
dor works, others could be 
implemented throughout 
the state.

“Gradually slowing 
traffic as it approaches 
congestion will help to 
reduce the risk of crashes, 
and stop-and-go travel 

Variable speed zone 
coming soon to I-95

GETTING 
THERE

Scott Shenk

SEE SHEnK, A5

By scott sHenK
ThE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Spotsylvania Board of Su-
pervisors has approved spend-
ing nearly $1 million to buy two 
parcels in the rural southern 
area of the county.

The agreement approved at 
last week’s meeting calls for the 
county to pay $930,240 for the 
parcels, one 411.38 acres and the 
other 53.74 acres in the 5700 
block of Towles Mill Road in 
Partlow. Memphis-based Tim-
berland Investments LLC owns 
the land.

The county plans to use the 
property to expand the Liv-
ingston Landfill and possibly 
for “public recreation and park 
facilities,” according to the 
agreement.

The county has four months 
to survey and inspect the prop-
erty for its intended uses.

The properties are wooded 
and surrounded by homes on 
big, wooded lots. The land also 
adjoins the Livingston Landfill.

Board Chairman Kevin Mar-
shall said in an interview that 
landfill expansion is a primary 
reason the county wants the 
land, adding that it could extend 
the lifespan of the facility by 
about 150 years.

“We’re looking way ahead,” 
he said of adding more than a 
century’s worth of capacity to 
the landfill.

The Livingston Landfill pro-
cessed 141,610.40 tons of waste 
in 2019, according to the De-
partment of Environmental 
Quality, leaving it with a re-
maining capacity of 369,290.50 
tons in its current phase.

The county is designing the 
next phase of the facility, which 
has an expected capacity of 25 
years. Overall, the landfill has 
a capacity to take in waste for 
more than 100 years.

Marshall said recreation uses 
for the new property are a possi-
bility, but any decisions on that 
are “longer down the line.”

In other business on Tuesday, 

Spotsy to 
pay close 
to $1M 
for land
PROPERTY COULD BE USED 
FOR LANDFILL ExPANSION

SEE LAnDFILL, A5

Religious leaders hold 
prayer vigil for Brown

PhOTOS BY MIKE MORONES / ThE FREE LANCE –STAR

pastor rippert roberts Jr. of Grace point Fellowship recites scripture during a prayer vigil for isaiah Brown on sunday. 

the rev. raymond a. Bell Jr., senior pastor at mount hope 
Baptist church, speaks at a vigil hosted by the ministers 
coalition for social change, one church rappahannock 
region and the naacp’s spotsylvania county branch.

SEE PRAyER, A5

By asHoK sHarma
ASSOCIATED PRESS

new DeLhi — With In-
dian hospitals struggling 
to secure a steady sup-
ply of oxygen, and more 
COVID-19 patients dying 
amid the shortages, a court 
in New Delhi said it would 
start punishing govern-
ment officials for failing 
to deliver the life-saving 
items.

On Sunday, India re-
corded a slight drop in new 
infections with 392,488 

from a high of 401,993 in 
the previous 24 hours. It 
also reported 3,689 addi-
tional deaths, bringing the 
total to 215,542. Experts 
believe both figures are an 
undercount.

The government has 
been using the railroad, 
the air force and the navy 
to rush oxygen tankers 
to worst-hit areas where 
overwhelmed hospitals 
are unable to cope with an 
unprecedented surge in 
patients gasping for air.

Twelve COVID-19 pa-
tients, including a doctor, 
on high-flow oxygen, died 
Saturday at a hospital in 

New Delhi after it ran out 
of the supply for 80 min-
utes, said S.C.L. Gupta, 
director of Batra Hospital.

The Times of India 
newspaper reported an-
other 16 deaths in two 
hospitals in southern 

Andhra Pradesh state, and 
six in a Gurgaon hospital 
on the outskirts of New 
Delhi because of the oxy-
gen shortage.

With the government 
unable to maintain a steady 

India sees slight drop 
in wave of infections

AMIT ShARMA / ASSOCIATED PRESS

patients receive oxygen outside a Gurdwara, a sikh 
house of worship, in new Delhi, india, on saturday. 

SEE InDIA, A5

U.S., BRITAIN, GERMANY 
AND OTHERS SENDING 
OVER COVID-19 SUPPLIES
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conditions,” VDOT says 
on the project website.

VDOT says crashes 
have happened on north-
bound I-95 as drivers 
“unexpectedly encounter 
stopped or slowing traffic 
flow due to congestion or 
lane closures for incidents 
and highway work zones.”

Dynamic messaging 
boards and new signs will 
show the variable speeds, 
between 35 mph and the 
normal speed limits of 65-
70 along the corridor.

Here’s how the variable 
speed limit corridor will 
work:

VDOT will use “real-
time information about 
delays and conditions on 
the road ahead” to deter-
mine what speeds will be 
in place at a given time.

Detectors will col-
lect information (speeds 
and traffic volume) and 
a software program will 
then “recognize when 
traffic is approaching 
unstable conditions … 
and assign incrementally 
lower speeds,” according 
to VDOT.

When traffic returns to 
normal, the posted speed 
limits will be put back in 
place.

Speeds also can be man-
aged by operators at the 
VDOT Traffic Operations 
Center.

Wondering if you can 
get a speeding ticket in the 
variable speed corridor?

Yes.
VDOT says police will 

have access to the real-
time speed changes.

Fall Hill intersection 
cHange

Drivers should be pre-
pared for a change at the 
Fall Hill Avenue and U.S. 1 
intersection.

The change, to the lane 
configuration for east-
bound Fall Hill traffic, 
was slated to take place 
Sunday night.

The left lane at the 
intersection has been used 
for left turns and through 
traffic while the right lane 
has allowed right turns 
only.

The change will flip the 
configuration, meaning 
traffic in the right lane 
will be able to continue 
straight or turn right 
while the left lane will be 
used only by traffic turn-
ing left.

New signs will be 
installed and message 
boards will alert drivers to 
the change.
Scott Shenk: 540/374-5436 
sshenk@freelancestar.com

sHenK
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supervisors also approved 
a public hearing regarding 
three adjustments, total-
ing more than $10 million, 
to the school system’s fis-
cal 2021 budget.

One change will add 
$1,463,956 to the school 
system budget, a combi-
nation of state and federal 
grants to cover such things 
as Head Start, special edu-
cation and adult literacy, 
according to county staff.

An additional adjust-
ment will use $4.75 mil-

lion in federal funds to 
cover increased costs for a 
new meals program initi-
ated during the pandemic.

The other budget change 
would add $4 million, 
which would come from 
$10.1 million in federal 
COVID-19 relief funds, 
which the school system 
plans to use for summer 
school and a “Return to 
Learn” plan.

The public hearing is 
expected to be held at one 
of the board’s two May 
meetings.
Scott Shenk: 540/374-5436 
sshenk@freelancestar.com

landFill
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praying for our country,” 
said Mike Wilson. “Yes, 
we are praying for the 
Brown family and for Isa-
iah, but we’re also praying 
for the police, because 
they’re not all bad. They 
do a tough job and they 
need prayer and they need 
support.”

During his prayer to the 
group, Robert Becker, pas-
tor of New City Fellowship 
in Fredericksburg, asked 
God to stop the division in 
America—a message that 
was clear in each presenta-
tion.

“Oh Lord, we pray that 
we would be the one true 
church at this time and 
through it, you would 
do a mighty act and that 
all would know it’s by 
your hand that it has been 
done,” said Becker.

I n  add it ion  to  One 
Church Rappahannock 
Region members, Mozett 
Petway, president of the 
Spotsylvania County 
branch of the NAACP, said 
his organization hosted 
the 3 p.m. event, along 
with the Ministers Coali-
tion of Spotsylvania and 
Surrounding Counties for 
Social Change.

Carr said the gathering 
was necessary today in 
the wake of Brown’s recent 
shooting, as some in the 
community are now feel-
ing even more distanced 
and divided from law en-
forcement officers than 
they did one year ago.

Brown was shot early 
April 21 after he called 911 
to report a conflict with 
his brother.

That morning, Spot-
sylvania Sheriff’s depu-
ties were dispatched to 
the 12200 block of rural 
Catharpin Road where 
state police said a deputy, 
whose name has not been 
released by authorities, 
encountered Brown walk-
ing in the roadway.

Virginia State Police 
Sgt. Brent Coffey said 
the deputy attempted 
to speak to Brown and it 
was during the encoun-
ter that the deputy fired 
his weapon resulting in 

the 32-year-old being 
shot multiple times. The 
deputy immediately ren-
dered medical aid before 
Brown was transported to 
Mary Washington Hospi-
tal, where he is still being 
treated for what authori-
ties described as serious 
but non-life threatening 
injuries.

The Sheriff’s Office has 
released the 911 call and 
body camera footage of the 
shooting. The recordings 
indicate Brown was hold-
ing a cordless phone and 
the deputy may have mis-
taken the phone for a gun.

Blosser said he believes 
cases similar to Brown’s 
should be prayerfully ex-
amined before passing 
judgment.

“When these things 
happen, they have a po-
tential to be divisive in a 
community, and as minis-
ters in the region, we want 
to be able to come together 
and show the unity that 
we have in Christ and to 
cry out to God in prayer,” 
said Blosser.

C a r r  a l s o  b e l ie ves 
Floyd’s death left America 
a useful foundation from 
which the Fredericksburg 
region and the nation can 
build on toward achieving 
absolute racial equality for 
everyone.

“Prior to George Floyd, 
we were not engaging this 
issue like we are now,” said 
Carr. “One year of doing 

this work is not going to 
solve the community’s is-
sues or the nation’s issues, 
this has to be something 
that we continue to talk 
about and continue to 
work with, but we believe 
things are at least turned 
and heading into the right 
direction.”

Carr also said Sunday’s 
vigil might set an example 
for the rest of the nation to 
follow.

“We’re here in what 
symbolizes the birthplace 
of George Washington,” 
said Carr. “If we can get it 
correct here, then perhaps 
what we do can reverber-
ate around the nation.”

Blosser said he believes 
God heard the prayers 
offered by those attend-
ing Sunday’s vigil and he 
believes God will answer 
those prayers in time.

“We’re trusting him 

for that,” said Blosser. 
“We can always pray at 
home, but I think there is 
something powerful about 
coming together as evan-
gelical Christians to pray. 
He doesn’t always answer 
our prayers the way that 
we’d like him to, but we 
believe he answers our 
prayers.”

The shooting incident 
remains under investi-
gation by the Virginia 
State Police Bureau of 
Criminal Investigation’s 
Culpeper Field Office, 
Police Shooting Investi-
gation Team. Once that 
investigation is com-
pleted, Fredericksburg 
Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney LaBravia Jenkins will 
review the findings and 
decide whether charges 
are warranted.
James Scott Baron: 540/374-5438 
jbaron@freelancestar.com
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photos by MIKE MoRoNEs / thE FREE LANCE –stAR

Participants raise their hands in prayer at a vigil at the Holbert Building. Isaiah 
Brown remains in serious condition after being shot by a county deputy April 21.

Participants bow their heads in prayer during a vigil.

supply of oxygen, several 
hospital authorities sought 
a court intervention in the 
Indian capital where a lock-
down has been extended by 
a week to contain the wave 
of infections.

“Water has gone above 
t he  he ad .  E nou g h  i s 
enough,” said New Delhi 
High Court, adding it 
would start punishing 
government officials if 
supplies of oxygen allo-
cated to hospitals were not 
delivered.

“We can’t have people 
dying,’’ said Justices Vipin 
Sanghi and Rekha Patil.

The court said it would 
start contempt proceed-
ings.

New Delhi recorded 
412 deaths in the past 24 
hours, the highest since 
the pandemic started.

The army opened its 
hospitals to civilians in a 
desperate bid to control 
the massive humanitar-
ian crisis. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment also gave emergency 

financial powers to the 
army set up new quaran-
tine facilities and hospi-
tals and buy equipment.

The military also called 
up 600 doctors who had 
retired in the past few 
years. The navy deployed 
200 nursing assistants in 
civilian hospitals, a gov-
ernment statement said.

On Saturday, India said 
all adults 18 and over could 
get shots. Since January, 
nearly 10% of Indians have 
received one dose, but only 
around 1.5% have received 
both, although the country 
is one of the world’s big-
gest producers of vaccines.

India has so far given 
more than 156 million vac-
cine doses. Some states 
have already said they don’t 
have enough for everyone, 
and even the ongoing effort 
to inoculate people above 
45 is sputtering.

The United States, Brit-
ain, Germany and several 
other nations are rushing 
therapeutics, rapid virus 
tests and oxygen to India, 
along with some materials 
needed for India to boost 
its domestic production of 
COVID-19 vaccines.

india
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By DÁNICA COTO
AssoCIAtEd pREss

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico—
Puerto Rico seemed to be 
sprinting toward herd im-
munity this spring before 
people began letting their 
guard down against CO-
VID-19 and new variants 
started spreading across 
the U.S. territory.

Now, a spike in cases and 
hospitalizations has put 
medical experts at odds 
with the government, 
which is struggling to pro-
tect people’s health while 
also trying to prevent an 
economic implosion on 
an island battered by hur-
ricanes, earthquakes and a 
prolonged financial crisis.

“The difficulty here is 
how do you find a Solo-
monic decision ... to give 
people the opportunity to 
work and be responsible 
and also maintain health 
as a priority,” said Ramón 
Leal, former president of 
Puerto Rico’s Restaurant 
Association. “These are 
hard conversations.”

It’s a delicate balance for 
an island that imposed a 
lockdown and mask man-
dates ahead of any U.S. 
state and has some of the 
strictest entry require-
ments of any American ju-
risdiction—measures that 
helped contain infections 
before the latest surge.

Overall, the land of 3.3 

million people has re-
ported more than 115,000 
confirmed coronavirus 
cases, over 115,000 sus-
pected ones and more than 
2,000 deaths, with trans-
mission rates inching up 
the last week of April to 28 
cases per 100,000 people 
a day, compared with 17 
per 100,000 on the U.S. 
mainland.

T h e  p a n d e m i c  h a s 
unleashed the second-
biggest economic drop 
Puerto Rico has seen since 
recordkeeping began in 
1980, according to José 
Caraballo, a Puerto Rico 
economist. The biggest 
was caused by Hurricane 
Maria, which inf licted 

more than $100 billion in 
damage in 2017, with near-
ly 3,000 people dying in 
its sweltering aftermath.

More than 30,000 jobs 
have been lost because 
of the COVID-19 out-
break, and at least 1,400 
businesses have closed, 
Caraballo said—this on an 
island that saw nearly 12% 
of its population flee in 
the past decade and whose 
government is struggling 
with crushing debt that 
led it to file for the biggest 
municipal bankruptcy in 
U.S. history in 2017.

“I’m taken aback by 
what the people of Puerto 
Rico have had to endure,” 
Caraballo said.

Gov. Pedro Pierluisi has 
resisted tighter restric-
tions, saying that another 
lockdown would be too 
extreme and that things 

will keep improving and 
the island could achieve 
herd immunity by August: 
“The solution is vaccina-
tion.”

Health, economy suffer as new variants hit Puerto Rico

FILE / CARLos GIustI / AssoCIAtEd pREss

More than 30,000 jobs have been lost in Puerto 
Rico because of the new coronavirus outbreak, and 
at least 1,400 businesses have closed. 

By DARLENE SUPERVILLE
AssoCIAtEd pREss

WILMINGTON, Del.—The 
U.S. top trade negotiator 
will begin talks with the 
World Trade Organization 
on ways to overcome intel-
lectual property issues that 
are keeping critically need-
ed COVID-19 vaccines 
from being more widely 
distributed worldwide, two 
White House officials said 
Sunday.

The White House has 
been under pressure from 
lawmakers at home and 
governments abroad to 
join an effort to waive pat-
ent rules for the vaccines 
so that poorer countries 
can begin to produce their 
own generic versions of 
the shots to vaccinate 
their populations.

The U.S. has been criti-

cized for focusing first on 
vaccinating Americans, 
particularly as its vaccine 
supply begins to outpace 
demand and doses ap-
proved for use elsewhere 
in the world but not in the 
U.S. sit idle.

U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Katherine Tai will 
be starting talks with 
the trade organization 
“on how we can get this 
vaccine more widely dis-
tributed, more widely 
licensed, more widely 
shared,” said White House 
chief of staff Ron Klain.

Klain and national secu-
rity adviser Jake Sullivan 
said the administration 
will have more to say on 
the matter in the coming 
days.

Sullivan said the ad-

ministration believes 
pharmaceutical compa-
nies “should be supplying 
at scale and at cost to the 
entire world so that there 
is no barrier to everyone 
getting vaccinated.”

Klain said the U.S. has 
sent India enough of the 
raw materials it needs to 
make 20 million vaccine 
doses immediately. India 
is battling a deadly new 
surge in coronavirus in-
fections and deaths.

Tai’s off ice d id not 
respond Sunday to an 
emailed request for addi-
tional detail after Klain’s 
and Sullivan’s comments.

Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
I-Vt., who is among a 
group of Democratic sena-
tors who are pressuring 
the White House on the 

issue, said the situation is 
“morally objectionable.”

Sanders said that, when 
millions of lives are at 
stake, the drug companies 
must be told to “allow 
other countries to have 
these intellectual prop-
erty rights so that they can 
produce the vaccines that 
are desperately needed in 
poor countries.”

“There is something 
morally objectionable 
about rich countries being 
able to get that vaccine, 
and yet millions and bil-
lions of people in poor 
countries are unable to af-
ford it,” Sanders said.

Klain appeared on CBS’ 
“Face the Nation,” Sul-
l ivan on ABC’s “This 
Week” and Sanders on 
NBC’s “Meet the Press.”

U.S. to launch talks on vaccine distribution
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CITY, SPOTSY PREPARE STUDENTS FOR CAREERS

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

James Monroe High 
School is just over the 
border of U.S. Rep. Abi-
gail Spanberger’s legisla-
tive district, but when 
she learned about the 
Fredericksburg school’s 
Teachers Academy from 
Principal Tim Duffy at a 
meeting of the National 
Principal’s Associa-
tion late last month, she 
made plans to visit.

“I’ve visited a lot of 
CTE programs, but this 
one sounded so unique 
and exciting,” Spanberg-
er said during an inter-
view at the high school 
Monday afternoon.

D u r i n g  he r  v i s i t , 
Spanberger heard from 
Duffy and several of the 
Teachers Academy’s 
facilitators, as well as 
students in the program. 
The academy is designed 
to attract high school 
students to careers in 
teaching through a spe-
cia l curriculum and 
hands-on experience.

James Monroe’s Fred-
ericksburg Teachers 
Academy, which is in its 
first year, is a program of 
the statewide Teachers 

for Tomorrow initia-
tive, explained Tristin 
Fidler, supervisor of 
teacher quality for the 
city school district.

“It is something that, 
for years, we have want-
ed for the school sys-
tem,” Fidler said. “We 
spent all of last year 
planning for it.”

Stafford and Spot-
sylvania public schools 
have similar teacher-
t ra i n i ng  prog ra ms. 
Before visiting James 
Monroe, Spanberger, a 
Democrat whose district 
includes Spotsylvania, 
toured the Spotsylvania 
Career and Technical 

Center and Courtland 
High School to talk with 
students and educators 
there about workforce 
training.

Fidler said the Teach-
ers Academy is a “grow-
your-own” program.

“It caters to students 
w ith  a n  i nterest  i n 
teaching in the hopes 
that they come back and 
teach for us,” Fidler said. 
“If they apply, they are 
guaranteed an interview 
and if they are hired, 
they get a signing bo-
nus.”

Admission to the pro-
gram is by application, 

and there are 19 juniors 
and seniors—including 
three male students—
in this year’s Teachers 
Academy.

Instructor Kristyn 
James–Fox uses a cur-
riculum designed by 
Shenandoah Univer-
sity, where students in 
the academy are also 
enrolled. Upon gradua-
tion, they receive three 
college credits. In addi-
tion to coursework and 
discussion, Teachers 
Academy students also 
must complete observa-
tion and field experience 
hours.

Students told Span-
berger about their ex-
periences watching and 
working with preschool 
and elementary classes 
in city schools—experi-
ences that many said 
solidified their plans to 
pursue careers in teach-
ing.

Junior Olivia Adams 
described how thrill-
ing it has been for her to 
watch a 3-year-old in a 
preschool special educa-
tion program progress at 
drawing circles. She said 
that because of this ex-

Spanberger visits 
workforce programs

PHOTOS BY MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE -STAR

Rep. Abigail Spanberger talks with James Monroe senior Monzerath Sandoval about the city school 
system’s Teachers Academy. Spanberger earlier visited Spotsylvania’s career and technical programs.

Spanberger says the Teachers Academy sounded 
so ‘unique and exciting’ that she came to James 
Monroe High even though it’s not in her district.

SEE SPANBERGER, A5

By TAFT COGHILL JR.
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

An attorney for a man 
shot multiple times by an 
u n n a m e d 
Spotsylva-
nia County 
deputy last 
month said 
h is  c l ient 
has under-
gone fou r 
s u rge r ie s 
a n d  d o c-
to rs  h ave 
concerns about infec-
tion, sepsis and other life-
threatening conditions.

David Haynes, who rep-
resents Isiah Brown—
the 32-year-old unarmed 
Black man shot by the 
deputy on April 21, added 
that if his client survives, 
he’ll likely have long-term 
damage and will need to 
spend time in a rehabilita-
tion facility.

According to Haynes, 
Brown also suffered a 
broken leg and injuries to 
his bowel. He has at least 
nine entry or exit wounds 
cleaned on a regular basis.

Ten bullet fragments 
entered his body and two 
have been successfully 
removed, Haynes said 
during a virtual listen-

ing session hosted by 
the Spotsylvania County 
Branch NAACP on Sat-
urday. He said then that 
Brown’s most recent sur-
gery had been Friday.

Haynes sa id he and 
Brown’s family are “hop-
ing and expectant” that 
criminal charges will be 
filed against the officer. 
The Virginia State Police 
has taken over the investi-
gation and Fredericksburg 
Commonwealth Attorney 
LaBravia Jenkins has been 
appointed special pros-
ecutor.

Haynes sa id he has 
learned the deputy that 
shot Brown has been with 
the Spotsylvania Sher-
iff’s Office for one or two 
months. The deputy was 
placed on administrative 
leave after the shooting.

Haynes of the Cochran 
Firm in Washington filed 
a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request last week 
seeking all body camera 
and dash camera foot-
age associated with the 
incident. The request also 
seeks the name of the 
deputy and the 911 dis-
patcher Brown was talking 
to on the phone at the time 

Brown continues 
fight for survival 

 Brown

SEE BROWN, A5

By JAmES SCOTT BARON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Although Stafford has 
spent millions of dol-
lars building team sports 
f ields throughout the 
county, Supervisor Mark 
Dudenhefer thinks the 
county can do much more 
for younger children, es-
pecially those with special 
needs.

“What I want to get 
pushed forward, at least 
to investigate, is a rec-
reational facility that is 
specifically designed for 
our younger children, in 
that pre-age group of team 
sports,” said Dudenhefer.

Last Tuesday, Dudenhe-
fer asked county officials 
to look into creating a 
“Destination Park” play-
ground somewhere in the 

county for Stafford youth 
and their families to visit 
and enjoy. Supervisors 
overwhelmingly support-
ed his suggestion.

“We’re neglecting kids 
who will never play a team 
sport,” said Dudenhefer.

D e s t i n a t i o n  P l a y-
grounds have been de-
scribed as having a the 
ability to bring communi-
ties together in a modern 
recreational park where 
old-fashioned swings and 
slides have been replaced 
by safe, accessible play 
equipment.

The City of Chesapeake 
spent $291,000 building 
a 17,500-square-foot park 
that can handle up to 240 
people in multiple play 
areas, each with their own 

‘Destination Park’  
intrigues Stafford

SEE PLAyGROUND, A5

By LAURAN NEERGAARD  
AND CANDICE CHOI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

COVID-19 vaccines fi-
nally are headed for more 
kids as U.S. regulators on 
Monday expanded use 
of Pfizer’s shot to those 
as young as 12, sparking 
a race to protect middle 
and high school students 
before they head back to 
class in the fall.

Shots could begin as 
soon as a federal vaccine 
advisory committee is-
sues recommendations for 
using the two-dose vac-
cine in 12- to 15-year-olds, 

expected Wednesday.
Vaccinating children of 

all ages will be critical to a 
return to normalcy. Most 
COVID-19 vaccines roll-
ing out worldwide have 
been authorized for adults. 

Pfizer’s vaccine is being 
used in multiple countries 
for teens as young as 16, 
and Canada recently be-
came the first to expand 
use to 12 and up. Parents, 
school administrators 
and public health officials 

elsewhere are anxiously 
awaiting the shot to be-
come available to more 
kids.

“This is a watershed 
moment in our ability to 
fight back the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Dr. Bill Gru-
ber, a Pfizer senior vice 
president who’s also a 
pediatrician, told The As-
sociated Press.

The Food and Drug Ad-
ministration declared the 
Pfizer vaccine is safe and 
offers strong protection 
for younger teens based 
on testing of more than 
2,000 U.S. volunteers ages 

12 to 15. 
The study found no 

cases of COVID-19 among 
ful ly vaccinated ado-
lescents compared to 18 
among kids given dummy 
shots. More intriguing, 
researchers found the kids 
developed higher levels of 
virus-fighting antibodies 
than earlier studies mea-
sured in young adults.

The younger teens re-
ceived the same vaccine 
dosage as adults and had 
the same side effects, 
mostly sore arms and flu-
like fever, chills or aches 

Federal regulators approve Pfizer COVID-19 shots for children as young as 12

SEE VACCINE, A5
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Approval of the Pfizer’s vaccine for those as young 
as 12 should help efforts to reopen U.S. schools.

D.C. >> District aims for full 
reopening by June 11. A5



FREDERICKSBURG, VA. THE FREE LANCE–STAR A5Tuesday, May 11, 2021

perience, she now would 
consider going into special 
education—something 
she never thought she 
would do.

Spanberger said she 
was struck by the enthu-
siasm and excitement the 
students showed when 
talking about their field 
experience hours.

“It’s amazing to see pro-
grams like this,” she told 
the students. “Our coun-
try is only as strong as our 
ability to educate the next 
generation.”

Spanberger said the 
country can better sup-
port teachers by better 
understanding what they 
do—something programs 
like Teachers for Tomor-
row and the Fredericks-
burg Teachers Academy 
are asking high school 
students to think about.

She said she is a lso 
working on several pieces 
of legislation focused on 

education and CTE, in-
cluding one that would al-
low college students to use 
their work-study dollars 
by teaching at local Head 
Start programs.

Spanberger said the skills 
developed by teaching will 

also translate to other areas 
of public service.

“I hope that your fo-
cus on young people and 
teaching leads you to the 
classroom and then also 
to civic engagement—
whether as a school board 

member, city counci l 
member or member of 
Congress,” she told the 
students.

Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele

By ASHRAF KHALIL
AssociAted Press

WASHINGTON—Wash-
ington, D.C., is emerging 
from its pandemic quar-
antine.

With COVID-19 num-
bers dropping, officials in 
the nation’s capital have 
announced a reopening 
timeline that would see 
all indoor capacity limits 
eliminated by early June, 
but with mask require-
ments still in place. 

Mayor Muriel Bowser 
unveiled a two-stage plan 
on Monday, with capac-
ity restrictions on most 
indoor activities lifting on 
May 21, with the exception 
of bars, nightclubs and 
entertainment venues. 
Those final categories 
would see their capacity 
limits removed by June 11.

The two dates represent 
a pair of major crossroads 
moments for Washington, 
both for the daily lives of 
its residents and for its 
hospitality-heavy econo-
my, driven by tourism and 
conventions.

“We are quickly and en-
thusiastically approaching 
containment level of the 
virus in our jurisdiction,” 
said Health Department 
Director Dr. LaQuandra 

Nesbitt. “But in the ensu-
ing weeks, we continue to 
need to remain vigilant.”

Virus metrics show 
daily case rates are down 
to levels not seen since 
last summer. Nesbitt said 
contract tracing for new 
virus cases “would re-
main a 24/7 operation.” 
As of May 10, Bowser said 
more than 200,000 D.C. 
residents had been fully 
vaccinated. She also an-
nounced that the overflow 
field hospital that took 
over Washington’s con-
vention center last year 
would be dismantled.

“I’m grateful we never 

had to use it,” Bowser said.
The D.C. government 

will be bringing its work-
from-home employees 
back to their offices in 
stages. Bowser said that 
by July 12, all D.C. gov-
ernment employees will 
be working at least part 
time in the office.

The May 21 shift will 
lift all capacity restric-
tions on restaurants, 
gyms, schools, offices 
and houses of worship. 
Bowser said she expected 
to approve a waiver re-
quest from Monumental 
Sports, owners of the 
Capitals and Wizards, to 

immediately increase at-
tendance capacity from 
10–25 percent for poten-
tial playoff games. 

The Capitals are solidly 
in the NHL playoffs, while 
the Wizards are fighting 
for the final spot in the 
NBA’s Eastern Conference 
play-in tournament.

Bowser has generally 
proceeded more cau-
tiously on easing restric-
tions than her neighbors 
in Virginia and Mary-
land. In many cases, the 
surrounding counties in 
southern Maryland and 
northern Virginia that 
comprise the capital re-
gion have chosen to stay 
closer to Bowser’s con-
servative line.

Bowser on Monday said 
she has “worked, I think, 
very cooperatively over 
the last 15 months” with 
Democratic Virginia Gov. 
Ralph Northam and Re-
publican Maryland Gov. 
Larry Hogan. 

“The states of Mary-
land and Virginia are 
bigger than this region, 
obviously, so they need to 
do some different things 
that impact their whole 
state, where we’ve been 
very focused on the capi-
tal region,” she said.

specific age and unique 
activity elements.

Dudenhefer visual-
izes something slightly 
larger and more inclusive 
for Stafford. His vision 
includes children with 
special needs, something 
Dudenhefer said is lacking 
in the county. He said his 
grandson was his inspira-
tion for this latest pro-
posed project.

“ I  h ave  a n  aut ist ic 
grandson who will never, 
ever play on a team sport; 
he’s just not capable of do-

ing that. But he loves going 
to these big playgrounds,” 
said Dudenhefer.

He said the park should 
accommodate all children, 
even those with physical 
limitations. “It’s got to 
be ADA compliant,” said 
Dudenhefer. “I want it to 
be a park where everyone 
is excited.”

Dudenhefer suggested a 
site near the Woodlands 
Pool on Northampton 
Boulevard in North Staf-
ford that he said would in-
clude shaded picnic tables 
and benches for adults. 
But he’s asking county 
officials to look at all pos-
sible locations for such a 

park in the northern por-
tion of the county.

“I think it’s critical that 
we turn over as many 
rocks and look at places 
that might be even more 
suitable,” said Dudenhe-
fer, who represents the 
Garrisonville District. 
“But I do emphasize that I 
believe this needs to be in 
the northern part, of the 
heavily densely populated 
part of Stafford County.”

Dudenhefer said the 
number of parks and ame-
nities in southern Staf-
ford, including Curtis 
Memorial, Duff McDuff 
Green and John Lee Pratt 
parks, as well as the Bel-

mont–Ferry Farm trail 
system, far exceeds what’s 
available to residents 
within his district.

“This is the most dense-
ly populated area of the 
county and it’s gross-
ly underserved,” said 
Dudenhefer. “We have a 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment; let’s spread it 
around.”

The county’s Parks and 
Recreation Commission is 
looking into Dudenhefer’s 
proposal and will provide 
a recommendation at an 
upcoming supervisors’ 
meeting.
James Scott Baron: 540/374-5438 
jbaron@freelancestar.com
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Rep. Abigail Spanberger listens to James Monroe High junior Olivia Adams 
during a visit to learn about the Fredericksburg Teachers Academy there. 

SPANBERGER
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of the shooting as well as 
their personnel files and 
hiring dates.

He said he expects an 
answer regarding the in-
formation this week. Jen-
kins said last week that 
she did not plan to release 
any information until the 
investigation is completed 
and there was no timetable 
for completing the probe.

Haynes said the of-
ficer was alone when he 
responded to the 12200 
block of Catharpin Road 
for a reported domestic 
disturbance at 3:18 a.m. A 
recording of the 911 call 
Brown made indicates the 
deputy may have mis-
taken the cordless phone 
Brown was using for a 
firearm. The deputy be-
gan shooting after asking 
Brown to drop the gun.

No gun was found on 
Brown and Haynes said 
his client is not under in-
vestigation for anything. 
He said it’s a “totally un-
justified shooting” and 
he accused the deputy of 
panicking, overreacting 
and escalating the situa-
tion.

Haynes was joined on 
the Zoom session Sat-
urday by Spotsylvania 
Supervisor Deborah Fra-
zier, U.S. Rep. Abigail 
Spanberger, Virginia State 
Police Capt. John Defil-
lipi and other community 
members.

The event was facili-
tated by Spotsylvania 
NAACP President Moe 
Petway and branch mem-
ber Dondrae Maiden. An-
other listening session 
to update the incident is 
scheduled for May 29.

According to the 911 
recording, Brown initially 
told the dispatcher “yup” 
when asked if he had a gun, 
but later answered “no” on 
two occasions.

“Isiah Brown was un-
armed,” Haynes said. “He 
made it clear he had no 
weapon, no gun. He was 
on a cordless house phone 
and he complied with all 
instructions from dis-
patch to raise his hands 
and wait for the officer.

“There’s no question 
that Mr. Brown never 
presented any threat of 
serious injury or bodily 
harm and the deputy’s ac-
tions of unloading a flurry 
of bullets into Isiah Brown 
was grossly negligent, 
inappropriate and clearly 

preventable,” the attorney 
added.

Defillipi spoke to the 
forum regarding poli-
cies and procedures of 
the Virginia State Police 
when it takes over an in-
vestigation, but did not 
address any specifics of 
the shooting or respond 
to statements by Haynes. 
He noted that local law en-
forcement agencies are not 
required to turn over such 
investigations to the state 
police, but it’s occurring 
more regularly now that a 
spotlight has been placed 
on use of force by police 
across the country.

Spanberger, a Demo-
crat whose represents 
Spotsylvania in Congress, 
spoke about police reform 
efforts at the federal level. 
She discussed the George 
Floyd Justice in Policing 
Act of 2021 that passed the 
House of Representatives 
in March but hasn’t been 
voted on by the Senate. 
The civil rights bill was 
drafted by Democrats and 
aims to combat police 
misconduct, excessive 
force and racial bias in 
policing.

Spanberger said she’s 
concerned that Blacks are 
killed at a disproportion-
ate rate in engagement 
with law enforcement.

“We can say that law 
enforcement is a difficult 
job. It’s a lifestyle job,” 
Spanberger said. “But 
it’s also a job of tremen-
dous responsibility. We as 
community members can 
maintain tremendous re-
spect for that job and also 
affirm that we have high 
expectations for anyone 
that wants to do that type 
of work.”

Frazier—who became 
the first Black person 
voted to the Spotsylva-
nia Board of Supervisors 
when she won the Salem 
District race in 2019—
suggested Sheriff Roger 
Harris’ office may need a 
third party to vet the hir-
ing of deputies.

Community member 
Bill Jordan said more ro-
bust psychological test-
ing needs to be done be-
fore and after an officer is 
hired.

“There are never going 
to be perfect police be-
cause there are not perfect 
individuals,” Jordan said. 
“We have to do like we do 
with apples. We inspect 
them before we put them 
in the barrel.”
Taft Coghill Jr: 540/374-5526 
tcoghill@freelancestar.com 
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stAFFord couNty goverNMeNt. 

Stafford officials are considering building a ‘Destination Park’ playground in northern part of the county.

ANdrew HArNiK / AssociAted Press

Charity Struthers of Signature Tours leads students 
into Lafayette Park, across from the White House, 
after the park reopened in a limited capacity.

Officials aim for full reopening  
of district—with masks—by June 11

that signal a revved-up 
immune system, especial-
ly after the second dose.

Pfizer and its German 
partner BioNTech re-
cently requested similar 
authorization in the Eu-
ropean Union, with other 
countries to follow.

T he  l atest  news  i s 
welcome for U.S. fami-
lies struggling to decide 
what activities are safe 
to resume when only the 
youngest family members 
remain unvaccinated.

“I can’t feel totally com-
fortable because my boys 
aren’t vaccinated,” said 
Carrie Vittitoe, a substi-
tute teacher and freelance 
writer in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, who is fully vac-
cinated as are her husband 
and 17-year-old daughter.

T h e  F DA  d e c i s i o n 
means her 13-year-old 
son soon could be eligible, 
leaving only her 11-year-
old son who would be 
unvaccinated. The family 
hasn’t yet resumed going 
to church, and summer 
vacation will be a road trip 
so they don’t have to get 
on a plane.

“We can’t really go back 
to normal because two-
fifths of our family don’t 
have protection,” Vittitoe 
said.

Pfizer isn’t the only 
company seeking to lower 
the age limit for its vac-
cine. Moderna recently 

said preliminary results 
from its study in 12- to 
17-year-olds show strong 
protection and no serious 
side effects. Another U.S. 
company, Novavax, has a 
COVID-19 vaccine in late-
stage development and 
just began a study in 12- to 
17-year-olds as well.

Ne x t  up  i s  tes t i n g 
whether the vaccine works 
for even younger children. 
Both Pfizer and Moderna 
have begun U.S. studies 
in children ages 6 months 
to 11 years. Those studies 
explore whether babies, 
preschoolers and elemen-
tary-age kids will need 
different doses than teens 
and adults. Gruber said 
Pfizer expects its first re-
sults sometime in the fall.

Outside of the U.S., As-
traZeneca is studying 
its vaccine among 6- to 
17-year-olds in Britain. 
And in China, Sinovac 
recently announced it has 
submitted preliminary 
data to Chinese regulators 
showing its vaccine is safe 
in children as young as 3.

Children are far less 
likely than adults to get se-
riously ill from COVID-19 
yet they still have been 
hard-hit by the pandemic. 
They represent nearly 14 
percent of the nation’s 
coronavirus cases. 

At least 296 have died 
from COVID-19 in the 
U.S. alone and more than 
15,000 have been hospi-
talized, according to a tally 
by the American Academy 
of Pediatrics.

VAcciNE
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By TAFT COGHILL JR.
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

As Spotsylvania County 
Sheriff Roger Harris ad-
dressed protesters outside 
his office on April 23, he at-
tempted to give Moe Petway 
an opportunity to speak.

Petway is the president of 
the Spotsylvania Branch of 
the NAACP and has estab-
lished a working relationship 
with county law enforce-
ment.

The sheriff said he had 
nothing else to add about 
what happened to 32-year-
old Isiah Brown, an unarmed 
Black man who had been shot 
multiple times by a Sheriff’s 

deputy April 21.
But before Petway could 

speak, Japharii Jones, who 
represents the group Black 
Lives Matter 757, told the 
67-year-old pastor and for-
mer probation officer that 
he’s part of the problem with 
Blacks being killed by police 
at disproportionate rates.

“How are we as a com-
munity to feel safe with you 
coming up here and coercing 
with the same people who are 
oppressing us?” Jones asked 
Petway. “How does it play in 
our favor for them to come 
out here and pass the mic 
and you to shuck and jive and 

Racial justice protests 
expose local divisions

Black Lives Matter protests began in Fredericksburg last 
May after George Floyd was killed in Minneapolis.

BLACK ACTIVIST GROUPS SHARE GOALS, BUT TACTICS DIFFER

By JAmes sCOTT BAROn
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Fourteen months ago, Stafford 
supervisors envisioned a vibrant 
and futuristic downtown area near 
the county courthouse where fami-
lies and friends could meet, eat, 
shop and socialize. They called the 
potential development Downtown 
Stafford.

John Holden, the county’s eco-
nomic development director, had 
previously told supervisors the 
county-owned, 28-acre site, which 
lies parallel to the southern edge 
of Courthouse Road near the U.S. 
1 interchange, would be built with 
fewer brick-and-mortar retail out-
lets. Holden said broadband and 
smart energy, lighting, water and 
temperature controls would all be 
incorporated into energy-efficient 
housing units and commercial 
buildings. The technology would 
be so sophisticated, Holden said, 
it would electronically monitor the 
levels of trash in trash containers.

Holden also told supervisors that 
the county’s share of Downtown 
Stafford would be limited to roads 
and supporting infrastructure, 
with private partners funding the 
construction of multiple buildings 
within the new community.

Supervisors had the opportunity 
to get the ball rolling on the new 
development Tuesday night by 
rezoning the acreage necessary to 
accommodate the new project, but 
they balked, voting 5–2 to defer 
the matter until June 15 to allow the 
public additional opportunities to 
weigh in on the matter.

“It was stated this would cre-
ate a place where the community 
can go. The problem is, we’re go-
ing to create another community,” 
said Supervisor Gary Snellings. 
“You’re actually building another 

Stafford’s 
downtown 
plan draws 
skepticism
SOME COUNTY SUPERVISORS 
FEEL MIXED-USE COURTHOUSE 
DEVELOPMENT NEEDS TIME

SEE DIVIDE, A4

SEE STAFFORD, A4

FILE PHOTOS BY MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE –STAR

Moe Petway speaks at a protest over the shooting of Isiah Brown by a Spotsylvania County sheriff’s deputy.

By TAFT COGHILL JR.
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

People conducting busi-
ness in Fredericksburg 
city government build-
ings still need to wear face 
masks regardless of their 
COVID-19 vaccination 
status.

The announcement was 
made Friday at the recom-
mendation of Fire Chief 

Mike Jones and Risk and 
Safety Program Manager 
Michelle Ridall. No time-
table was placed on the 
guidelines.

Gov. Ralph Northam 
said last week that masks 
can be dropped for fully 

vaccinated people. But 
Jones said the city is con-
tinuing the requirement 
because the positivity rate 
in the Rappahannock Area 
Health District is higher 
than the state average.

Fredericksburg resi-
dents have also been vac-
cinated at a slower rate 
than other parts of the 
state.

“The elevated positiv-

ity rate indicates that 
COVID-19 is still a pres-
ence in our community, 
warranting continued 
preventative measures 
like face masks and social 
distancing,” Jones said. 
“While the lower vaccina-
tion rate tells us that fewer 
people are protected from 
the virus.”

T h e  s e v e n - d a y 

Masks still required inside city buildings 

FILE / PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Workers and visitors must continue to wear face 
masks inside city government buildings for now.SEE MASKS, A4

TOO SOOn? >>  
Nation’s unmasking  
concerns some experts. A2
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move your feet in their direction 
and we’re out here suffering?”

Jones’ sentiment about the 
local NAACP chapter is shared 
by several young activists in the 
Fredericksburg area.

A schism has developed be-
tween America’s oldest and 
largest civil rights organization 
and the local Black Lives Mat-
ter movement, as well as other 
younger activists who have de-
manded change since the mur-
der of George Floyd last May 
by Minneapolis police officer 
Derek Chauvin.

Petway said it was “disheart-
ening” that day to hear the 
younger generation call him 
an “Uncle Tom”—a Black man 
considered to be subservient to 
whites—but added he believes 
that different approaches are 
part of the process for change.

“Change comes about by col-
laborating, working with people 
and trying to get things done,” 
Petway said. “Sometimes it may 
appear that you’re not as force-
ful as other people would like, 
but we’ve learned throughout 
time that we’ve got to negotiate 
and work things out.”

Petway said the divide that’s 
developed between him and the 
youthful activists stems from 
a lack of understanding of his 
role in the community. He said 
it’s necessary for the protesters 
to draw attention to issues like 
the shooting of Brown, who has 
been in Mary Washington Hos-
pital for a month.

Petway said protests are 
meant to open the ears of law-
makers and community stake-
holders, but “now somebody has 
to come in and talk.” He believes 
that’s where the NAACP steps 
in.

“I can be their voice,” Petway 
said. “I have the influence al-
ready. I can help them achieve 
what they’re trying to achieve.”

Petway noted that the Spot-
sylvania NAACP negotiated 
the release of the video and 911 
recording of Brown’s shooting. 
He believes progress was dem-
onstrated when the Spotsylva-
nia Sheriff’s Office immediately 
turned over the investigation 
to the Virginia State Police and 
Fredericksburg Common-
wealth’s Attorney LaBravia 
Jenkins was appointed special 
prosecutor.

He said his conversations 
with Harris led to the Spotsyl-
vania Sheriff’s Office imple-
menting a “duty to intervene” 
policy in case officers witness 
one of their own using excessive 
force.

A coalition of local Black reli-
gious leaders, including Petway, 
encouraged the Spotsylvania 
Board of Supervisors to issue a 
proclamation that it “commits 
to addressing and working to 

eliminate intolerance and dis-
crimination in the community” 
and the coalition is now work-
ing to improve conditions at the 
Rappahannock Regional Jail.

Da’Quan Love, executive di-
rector of the Virginia State Con-
ference of the NAACP, attended 
a listening session hosted by 
Petway earlier this month to 
provide an update on the Brown 
shooting. Love said one of the 
things he’s most proud of is the 
Spotsylvania branch’s relation-
ship with law enforcement.

“The NAACP will not stand 
by,” Love said. “We are taking 
action to change the policies 
that surround our interactions 
with law enforcement.

“We are thankful for the ac-
tivists that are on the ground 
leading the struggle. Just as we 
know that all five fingers have a 
role to play in making a mighty 
fist, we know the role of the 
NAACP is that of changing poli-
cies for the long term.”

A YOUTH MOVEMENT
Younger activists who took 

to the streets of Fredericksburg 
last year to protest Floyd’s death 
said Petway’s comments about 
roles aren’t accurate.

Anthony Foote, president of 
Black Lives Matter FXBG, said 
it’s a “slap in the face” because 
he and others have had discus-
sions with local government of-
ficials and police officers and his 
organization recently joined the 
Fredericksburg Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Wesley Burton, a Stafford 
High School graduate who pro-
tested last year, noted that he’s 
a rising junior political science 
major at Virginia Wesleyan 

University with aspirations of 
becoming a mayor. Burton said 
he and other protesters are com-
fortable discussing policies with 
government officials.

“We’re not going to rattle the 
cage and then walk away and let 
them take over,” Burton said. 
“As much as the NAACP is ben-
eficial, at the end of the day, the 
things that get done are going 
to affect our generation because 
we’re 18, 19 and 20. So the things 
we’re trying to get done will 
have the most long-term impact 
on us.”

Chanise Jackson, a rising se-
nior law and policy major at the 
University of Washington, was 
one of the protesters tear-gassed 
by Fredericksburg police offi-
cers during protests a year ago. 
The Stafford High graduate’s 
writing about the experience 
earned her a $30,000 Harry S. 

Truman Presidential Scholar-
ship last month.

Jackson is also planning to 
write her thesis on the events 
in Fredericksburg last year and 
said she’s planning to run for 
office in the city down the road. 
Jackson said protesters have had 
discussions with Fredericks-
burg officials, but “they just 
weren’t receptive to us because 
of our public involvement.”

Jackson said she believes the 
older Black generation has be-
come complacent because overt 
discrimination, such as segre-
gated schools and laws against 
interracial marriage, has ended. 
She recalled that NAACP lead-
ers were booed at a protest in 
Fredericksburg last year because 
demonstrators believed they 
wanted to “water down” their 
message.

“The equality they fought 
for was very physical and in-
your-face,” Jackson said. “It was 
discrimination-centered, very 
vocal and public racism. We’re 
fighting things that have been 
imbedded in our systems. They 
don’t see it as we see it.”

Lanaisha Foreman is one of 
the leaders of the FXBG Free-
dom Initiative. Foreman said her 
concern with the NAACP is that 
when the protests began last 
year, the leaders were critical 
of the methods of the younger 
generation.

Foreman said her only recol-
lection of local NAACP chapters 
was “them telling us how to 
protest.” She said they weren’t 
available when more than 50 
demonstrators needed legal 
assistance after receiving sum-
monses charging them with 
violating a city curfew. Most of 
those charged were eventually 

acquitted or agreed to perform 
community service in exchange 
for the charges being expunged.

“We were on Instagram try-
ing to find clips of people who 
got arrested,” Burton said. “Our 
entire protest group was talking 
to lawyers all the time about the 
52 people who ended up getting 
charged. … No disrespect, but 
I didn’t see the NAACP. I saw 
some 19- and 20-year-olds talk-
ing to lawyers and trying to put 
in work.”

A TENSE EVENING
Foote called Petway ahead of 

time to inform him that Black 
Lives Matter FXBG was coming 
to Spotsylvania last month to 
protest Brown’s shooting.

Foote said the idea wasn’t 
well-received initially, but he 
told Petway that he was only 
calling ahead as a courtesy and 
not seeking his permission.

Tensions between Petway 
and protesters became inflamed 
after the NAACP president bar-
gained with counter-protesters 
Nick Ignacio and Mike Dickin-
son.

Ignacio and Dickinson an-
tagonized demonstrators by 
playing the theme song from the 
television show “COPS.” Dick-
inson also shouted that Floyd 
and other Black men killed by 
the police were criminals who 
deserved their fate.

Petway said he told Ignacio 
and Dickinson they were being 
disrespectful before welcom-
ing them to the other side of the 
street. Foote said he intended to 
ignore them.

There were several face-to-
face confrontations between 
Ignacio and protesters, but no 
violence ensued. Foote said 
Petway’s actions that day were 
a “poor representation” of the 
NAACP and potentially ruined 
relationships between the orga-
nization and the community.

“Your duty right then and 
there was to stand bold, stand 
Black and unapologetic because 
Isiah Brown was fighting for his 
life,” Foote said. “Your job was 
to stand for that, not anything 
else.”

Petway said he was attempt-
ing to be a unifying force be-
cause he had a previous rela-
tionship with Ignacio, who is 
running for Battlefield District 
supervisor in Spotsylvania.

Still, Foote, Foreman, Jackson 
and Burton said they respect 
the NAACP and hope to move 
forward as a united front in the 
area. The latter three said they 
hope to eventually join the orga-
nization.

“As much as I’ve said some 
not-so-favorable things about 
the NAACP, I still recognize 
their importance,” Burton said. 
“I know that without them, a 
lot of the freedoms we have now 
wouldn’t be possible.”
Taft Coghill Jr: 540/374-5526
tcoghill@freelancestar.com 
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Wesley Burton of the Melanin 
Cooperative, a local protest 
group, leads a chant at a rally 
last year in King George.

community, so where’s 
everybody else coming 
from, or how are they go-
ing to get there?”

Supervisors Tinesha 
Allen and Cindy Shelton 
were the only two super-
visors who favored main-
taining the momentum of 
the project.

“We need to address the 
issue and move on,” said 
Supervisor Tinesha Allen. 
“It’s been oscillating back 
and forth for years and 
we need to make up our 
minds.”

Shelton said one of the 
reasons she voted against 
the delay  is because she 
favors more affordable 
housing units for Stafford 
residents.

County officials report 
2,418 multi-family and 
72 townhouses are en-
visioned on the grounds 
of Downtown Stafford. 
That would be added to 
the 5,440 homes already 
zoned for construction 
in the Courthouse Road 
area, a spot where county 
officials want to encour-
age development as part 
of their Healthy Growth 
initiative.

“I don’t think I’ve ever 
been involved in a project 
of this magnitude that has 
absolutely no transporta-
tion impact study,” said 

Snellings. “That’s very 
concerning.”

But the traffic generated 
from Downtown Stafford 
is just the tip of the iceberg 
of what motorists can ex-
pect in the years to come 
at the Courthouse Road 
interchange.

In March, Stafford su-
pervisors approved a mas-
sive 550,000-square-foot 
DHL distribution facility 
at Wyche Road. That fa-
cility is expected to bring 
heavy amounts of truck 
traffic to the interchange.

Last December,  su-
pervisors also approved 
Burns Corner, a 26-acre 
project in the Courthouse 
Road corridor that will 
include 214,000 square 
feet of commercial devel-
opment space, drive-thru 
restaurants, medical of-
fices, a day care center, of-
fice buildings and a Sheetz 
convenience store. A new 
hotel, drug store and su-
permarket will be added as 
the project develops.

As supervisors voted to 
defer the Downtown Staf-
ford project, the owner of 
the property located just 
to the east of Downtown 
Stafford said he is moving 
forward with preliminary 
work on his 6 acres at the 
corner of U.S. 1 and Court-
house Road.

By a vote of 4–3 last Au-
gust, supervisors agreed 
to proceed with a pub-

lic–private partnership 
agreement with Freder-
icksburg-based Jarrell 
Properties, which owns 
the land at the busy inter-
section where a handful 
of older homes sit. Some 
small buildings on the 
tract have already been 
demolished.

County officials had 
previously said the devel-
opment, which has been 
dubbed Fountain Park, 
will serve as the gate-
way for visitors to Down-
town Stafford. The only 
building to remain on the 
site will be Aquia Realty, 
which will eventually be 
aesthetically blended into 
the new development.

Jeh Hicks, director of 
community relations for 
Jarrell, said seven different 
buildings totaling almost 
70,000 square feet of of-
fice, commercial, retail, 
and restaurant space will 
be built at Fountain Park 
within the next seven to 
10 years. Hicks said 309 
apartments are planned, 
and 95 percent of them 
will be one- or two-bed-
room units.

“ We’re  root i ng  for 
Downtown Stafford,” 
said Hicks. “We think the 
connection of these two 
projects will make this 
new community in Staf-
ford County a tremendous 
success.”
James Scott Baron: 540/374-5438
jbaron@freelancestar.com
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FILE photos by MIKE MoRoNEs / thE FREE LANCE–stAR

Moe Petway of the Spotsylvania NAACP (right) listens as Anthony Foote of Black Lives Matter 
FXBG (left) talks with counter-protesters at a rally in Spotsylvania on April 23.

positivity rate in the 
RAHD, which includes 
Fredericksburg along 
with Spotsylvania, Staf-
ford, Caroline and King 
George counties, is 6.7 
percent compared to 3.9 
percent for all health dis-
tricts in Virginia.

The percentage of vac-
cinated Fredericksburg 
residents is 31.1 percent, 
compared to 48.7 percent 
of the rest of the state.

The Fredericksburg 
City Council will resume 
in-person meetings for 
the first time since the 
pandemic hit in 2020 on 
Tuesday evening, but 
face and nose coverings 

will be required. There 
will be continued remote 
access for participants 
and viewers who don’t 
wish to attend in person.

Jones and Ridall ex-
pressed concern that 
ventilation systems in 
City Council chambers 
perform at standard lev-
els, but aren’t at a level 
that is safe to be occupied 
by unmasked people 
over the course of several 
hours.

A City Council work 
session starts at 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, with the regu-
lar session beginning at 
7:30 p.m. and potentially 
lasting several hours.

City officials noted 
that while Northam’s 
orders allow fully vac-

cinated people to eschew 
masks, there’s no way of 
telling who is vaccinated 
and who isn’t.

City Manager Tim Ba-
roody said it’s best to 
continue the use of face 
coverings to protect pub-
lic health and safety.

“The people of Fred-
ericksburg have worked 
together for over a year to 
defeat the virus and re-
turn to normal,” Baroody 
said. “We are so close to 
the end of the pandemic 
emergency at this time. 
Continuing to wear face 
masks while inside pub-
lic buildings for a few 
more weeks will help us 
get over the finish line.”
Taft Coghill Jr: 540/374-5526
tcoghill@freelancestar.com 
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By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

R OT T E R DA M , N e t h e r -
lands—A four-piece band 
of Italian rockers won the 
Eurovision Song Con-
test in the early hours of 
Sunday, giving one of the 
countries hit hardest in 
Europe by the coronavirus 
pandemic reason to cheer.

Maneskin’s win was 
only Italy’s third victory 
in the immensely popular 
contest and the first since 

Toto Cutugno took the 
honor in 1990.

The music festival was 
cancelled last year amid 
the pandemic. This year’s 
event in Ahoy Arena re-
quired regular testing and 
strict hygiene protocols.

Maneskin, Danish for 
moonlight, won with a 
total of 529 points from 
second-placed France. 
Switzerland, which led 
after national juries had 

voted, finished third.
United Kingdom singer 

James Newman’s song, 
“Embers,” failed to ignite 
any love at all and did not 
score a single point, fin-
ishing last.

U.S. rapper Flo Rida 
didn’t manage to translate 
his star power into points 
for tiny San Marino’s en-
try that was sung by Sen-
hit. They finished with 
just 50 points.

Italian rock band wins Eurovision Contest
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By SCOTT SHENK
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Nearly 1 million Virginians 
are expected to hit the road 
for the Memorial Day week-
end, the unofficial start of 
summer travel.

The three-day holiday 
weekend also is expected to 
be a harbinger of the summer 
travel season, with a poll by 
auto club AAA predicting a 
surge in travelers.

AAA expects 1.04 million 
Virginians will travel for 
Memorial Day, with 967,400 
expected to go by car. All 
told, AAA estimates that 37 
million people will travel this 

weekend across the country, 
mostly by car. AAA noted 
that holiday travel should re-
bound to 88 percent of those 
who did so in 2019.

The expected Memorial 
Day traveler spike is “a strong 
indication that summer 
travel is going to be largely 
popular,” AAA spokesperson 
Morgan Dean said in a news 
release. “With the increase 
in travel demand, gas prices 
are going to be expensive no 
matter where you fill up, so 
plan ahead.”

The recent hack that shut 
down the Colonial Pipeline 
caused a spike in gas prices. 
AAA said the coming week-

end’s gas prices are likely to 
be the most expensive since 
Memorial Day in 2014.

In Virginia, the average 
cost for a gallon of regular gas 
has held steady in recent days 
at $2.94, up 24 cents from a 
month ago and $1.19 more 
than a year ago. The national 
average cost for gas dropped 
by 1 cent over the weekend to 
$3.03.

After the Colonial Pipeline 
shutdown, stations along the 
East Coast, including local 
stations, ran out of gas. That 
shouldn’t be an issue for Me-
morial Day weekend.

Memorial Day 
travel surge looms

MIKE MORONES / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

AAA expects heavy holiday weekend traffic to kick off a busy summer travel season. 

NEARLY 1 MILLION EXPECTED ON STATE ROADS

SEE TRAVEL, A5

By TAFT COGHILL JR.
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Fredericksburg City 
Council unanimously approved 
a fiscal 2022 budget of $103.9 
million and a 3-cent increase in 
the real estate tax rate to help 
fund it at its meeting Tuesday.

The City Counci l  a lso 
unanimously passed a capital 
improvement plan and a reso-
lution supporting construc-
tion of a new school to ease 
overcrowding at Hugh Mercer 
Elementary. The CIP includes 
four major projects—waste-
water treatment plant up-
grades, the city’s share of the 
Motts Run Treatment Plant, 
a new fire station and a new 
school.

Councilmen Matt Kelly and 
Billy Withers both expressed 
concerns about the CIP before 
voting in favor of it.

“When you look at these 
numbers individually they 
kind of scare you,” Withers 
said. “When you add them up, 
we’re looking at $163 million 
worth of capital improve-
ments over the next four 
years, which is a tough nut to 
crack. I hope we can do that. 
But I’m worried that we won’t 
be able to do everything.”

Councilman Jason Gra-
ham said the new school 

City budget 
approved, 
tax rate 
increased 

ISIAH BROWN DISCHARGED 
FROM HOSPITAL, RECOVERY 
WILL CONTINUE AT HOME

3-CENT BUMP PART OF PLAN 
TO FIX INFRASTRUCTURE 
AND FUND NEW SCHOOL 

SEE CITy, A5

Virginia leaders offered these comments 
Wednesday following the death of former 
U.S. Sen. John Warner:

“John Warner was a consummate statesman 
and a public servant who always put Virginia 
before politics; who put the nation’s security 
before partisanship; who put the country’s 
needs above his own. ...  In Virginia, we 
expect a lot of our elected officials. We 
expect them to lead, yet remain humble. 
We expect them to serve, but with dignity. 
We expect them to fight for what they 
believe in, but without making it personal. 
John Warner was the embodiment of all 
that and more. I firmly believe that we could 
use more role models like him today.” 
—U.S. Sen. Mark Warner, D–Va.

“Virginia has lost an unmatched leader, 

and my family has lost a dear friend.
“Not having John Warner to go to for 
advice leaves a big hole in my life. But 
we can all celebrate a public servant who 
stood on principle, made us proud, and 
exemplified the best of what politics can 
be.—U.S. Sen. Tim Kaine, D–Va.

“Sen. John W. Warner was an original 
Chesapeake Bay champion along with his 
friend Maryland Senator Charles Math-
ias. In 2003, he partnered with CBF 
to secure two Blackhawk helicopters to 
recreate Mathias’ 1973 landmark Bay fact 
finding tour. That tour, over five days, led 
to the establishment of the state/federal 
Bay Program in 1983. Senator Warner 
also helped to make saving the Bay a na-
tional priority by urging President Reagan 

virginia oFFiCiaLS SaLute ‘ConSummate 
StateSman’ and CheSaPeake ChamPionBy EILEEN PUTMAN

 ASSOCIATED PRESS

ALEX ANDRIA—Former 
Sen. John W. Warner of Vir-
ginia, a courtly figure and 
longtime military expert 
whose marriage to Elizabeth 
Taylor gave him a potent 
dash of star power, has died 
at 94.

Warner died Tuesday 
of heart failure at home in 
Alexandria, with his wife 
and daughter at his side, his 
longtime chief of staff, Su-
san A. Magill, said Wednes-
day.

A centrist Republican, 
Warner had an indepen-
dent streak that sometimes 
angered more conservative 

GOP leaders. But he was 
hugely popular with Vir-
ginia voters.

That popularity was only 

amplified by his marriage 
to a mega movie star, which 
drew huge crowds when he 
was elected to the Senate 
in 1978. The “Doonesbury” 
comic strip lampooned him 
as “Sen. Elizabeth Taylor.”

Warner was the sixth of 
Taylor’s seven husbands. 
The two were married in 
1976 and divorced in 1982. 
Taylor wrote later that they 
remained friends, but she 
“just couldn’t bear the in-
tense loneliness” when he 
became engrossed in his 
Senate duties.

President Joe Biden, who 
served with Warner in the 
Senate, said Warner took 

Former GOP senator John Warner dies

FILE / STEVE HELBER / ASSOCIATED PRESS

John Warner speaks to  
the House of Delegates  
in Richmond in 2014.

SEE WARNER, A5
SEE REMEMBERING, A5

By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Spotsylvania man who 
was shot multiple times by a 
county deputy last month has 
been discharged from the hos-
pital, his lawyer announced 
Wednesday.

Attorney David E. Haynes 
said 32-year-old 
Isiah Brown was 
released Tuesday 
and will continue 
his rehabilitation 
at home. Haynes 
said doctors told 
the family eight 
bullets were found 
in Brown’s body, 
along with two exit wounds.

Brown was shot early April 21 
during an incident in the 12200 
block of Catharpin Road. The 
same deputy who’d given Brown 
a ride home earlier that night af-
ter his car broke down returned 
to Catharpin Road after Brown 
made a 911 call.

The portion of the 911 call 
released shortly after the shoot-
ing indicates the deputy thought 
that Brown had a gun, when he 
was actually on a portable phone 
talking to a dispatcher.

After Brown made a com-
plaint that the dispatcher said 
did not merit a call to 911, Brown 
made a comment about killing 
his brother and initially told the 
dispatcher he had a gun. But he 

man shot 
by Spotsy 
deputy is 
released

Brown

SEE BROWN, A5
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is imperative and in-
troduced the resolu-
t ion support ing its 
construction. The reso-
lution states that the 
City Council is request-
ing the Fredericksburg 
School Board to prepare 
a plan and program, in-
cluding preliminary 
cost estimates for a new 
school by no later than 
December of this year.

“We’ve always com-
mitted to doing this,” 
Kelly said. “The ques-
tion is going to be timing 
and is the community 
ready to take on what we 
think will be the cost to 
do this.”

No t i metable  was 
placed on building the 
school, but the council 
didn’t rule out meet-
ing the School Board’s 
three-year time frame.

“It does not make that 
promise,” Graham said 
of the timing. “But we’re 
resolved in getting it 
done.”

Assistant City Man-
ager  Ma rk  W h it ley 
noted that the budget 
for the fiscal year be-
ginning July 1 includes 
$1 million to help with 
planning site selection 
and engineering for the 
school. The resolution 
also mentions there is 

$6 million available in 
cash balances either 
from school system or 
city funds to offset fu-
ture bond issues for the 
project.

That leaves at least $34 
million of debt based on 
the placeholder figures.

Whitley said there are 
pros and cons to the new 
school and other proj-
ects in the CIP. He noted 
the potential for infla-
tion in the construction 
sector could increase 
the cost, but he also said 
there’s the possibility of 
federal aid and the abil-
ity to postpone other 
projects.

Kelly said when the 
new Ja mes  Mon ro e 
High School was rebuilt 
and Upper Lafayette 
Elementary was cre-
ated simultaneously 
15 years ago, there was 

robust conversation 
with specific data. He 
said it’s “disconcerting” 
that a similar conversa-
tion hasn’t been had 
about the upcoming new 
school.

“We’re now dealing 
with projects we have 
very little info on to 
base anything close to 
a realistic number, and 
that concerns me,” Kelly 
said.

The real estate tax rate 
will go from 80 cents per 
$100 of assessed value to 
83 cents under the fiscal 
2022 budget. Whitley 
projected that when the 
new school and fire sta-
tion are fully functional 
and require equipment 
and personnel, the rate 
could jump another 8 to 
12 cents.
Taft Coghill Jr: 540/374-5526 
tcoghill@freelancestar.com 
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“Holiday road-trippers 
may come across some 
gas stations with low fuel 
supply in popular travel 
destinations, like beaches, 
mountains or national 
parks,” Dean said. “How-
ever, markets are not ex-
pected to be fuel-less, like 
we saw in the wake of the 
pipeline shutdown.”

Beyond the Memorial 
Day holiday, AAA expects 
Virginia roads to be filled 
with travelers this sum-
mer.

The AAA poll found that 
62 percent of Virginians 
who responded to the poll 
plan to travel this summer.

“Optimism coinciding 
with the COVID-19 vac-
cine rollout and growing 
consumer confidence are 
fueling a strong desire to 
travel this summer as the 
U.S. takes steps toward 
putting the pandemic be-
hind us,” Martha Mitchell 
Meade, manager of public 
and government affairs for 
AAA Mid-Atlantic, said in 
a news release.

Still, while pandemic 
restrictions have been 
relaxed, COVID-19 is still 
on the minds of Virginians 
when it comes to planning 
summer travel.

Sixty percent of the 
AAA poll respondents said 
they plan to travel only 
with people they live with 
or “those in their estab-
lished COVID ‘bubble.’ ”
Scott Shenk: 540/374-5436 
sshenk@freelancestar.com

Travel
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The City Council has asked the School Board  
to submit a plan for a new school by December.

CITY
► FROM A1

“principled stances” guided by two things: 
“his conscience and our Constitution.”

“He neither wavered in his convic-
tions nor was concerned with the con-
sequences,” Biden said, noting Warner 
wasn’t afraid to buck his party on issues 
of “rational gun policy, women’s rights, 
and judicial nominees” and even crossed 
party lines to support Biden’s presiden-
tial candidacy in 2020.

Warner served five Senate terms be-
fore retiring from the chamber 30 years 
later. He was succeeded in 2008 by 
Democrat Mark Warner—no relation—
who had challenged him for the Senate 
in 1996. After years of rivalry, the two 
became good friends.

“In Virginia, we expect a lot of our 
elected officials,” Mark Warner said 
Wednesday. “We expect them to lead, 
yet remain humble. We expect them to 
serve, but with dignity. We expect them 
to fight for what they believe in, but 
without making it personal. John Warner 
was the embodiment of all that and more. 
I firmly believe that we could use more 
role models like him today.”

Democratic Sen. Tim Kaine of Vir-
ginia said, “Once I came to the Senate, I 
understood even more deeply the influ-
ence of John Warner. I came to know John 
McCain, Carl Levin, and so many others 
who served with him and attested to 
his integrity and outsized influence in a 
body he loved so dearly.”

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi lauded 
Warner as “a great patriot ... a leader 
unafraid to speak the truth but always 
committed to finding common ground 
and consensus.”

Former Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates, who served both Democratic and 
Republican administrations, said War-
ner’s “steadfast support for our men and 
women in uniform made a difference in 
their lives and in the security of our coun-
try. His friends and admirers came from 
across the political spectrum and he set an 
example for all of bipartisan leadership.”

Flags at the Senate side of the U.S. 
Capitol were flown at half-staff. Senate 
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer praised 
Warner as a “consensus builder” and an 
“authority on military affairs.” Senate 
Republican leader Mitch McConnell of 
Kentucky called Warner a “principled 
patriot across the board.”

The courtly senator with chiseled 
features and a thick shock of gray hair 
was so popular with Virginia voters that 
Democrats did not bother to challenge 
him in 2002.

A veteran of World War II and Korea, 
Warner devoted most of his career to 
military matters. He served as chairman 
of the Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee and as Navy secretary.

He was a key supporter of President 
George W. Bush’s declaration of war in 
Iraq and often defended the Bush ad-
ministration’s handling of the war. But 
he also showed a willingness to buck the 
White House.

After a 2007 trip to Iraq, Warner called 
upon Bush to start bringing troops home. 
He summoned top Pentagon officials to 
hearings into the torture of detainees at 
the U.S.-run Abu Ghraib prison and the 
Iraq war.

In 2005, Warner was the lone senator 
to formally object to the federal govern-
ment stepping in on the Terri Schiavo 
right-to-die case. She had suffered brain 
damage and her husband sought to re-
move her feeding tube, over the objec-
tions of Florida lawmakers.

“Greater wisdom is not always reposed 
in the branches of federal government,” 
he said at the time.

In 1994, Warner angered conserva-
tives by opposing GOP nominee Oliver 
North’s bid to unseat Virginia Demo-
cratic Sen. Charles S. Robb. Warner 
declared the Iran–Contra figure unfit 
for public office and backed independent 
J. Marshall Coleman, who drew enough 
independent and moderate GOP votes to 
ensure Robb’s reelection.

“I sure risked my political future, 
that’s for sure,” Warner said in 1994. 
“But I’d rather the voters of this state 
remember that I stood on my principle. ... 
That’s the price of leadership.”

Born in Washington, D.C., on Feb. 18, 
1927, Warner volunteered for the Navy 
at 17. He earned an engineering degree 
from Washington and Lee University 
and entered law school at the University 
of Virginia in 1949, but volunteered for 
the Marines, serving in Korea before 
finishing his degree in 1953.

WarNer
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Actress Elizabeth Taylor and her 
husband, John Warner—not yet a U.S. 
Senator—in New York City in 1977.

to call for the restoration of the 
Chesapeake Bay in his iconic 1984 
state of the union address.”—Ches-
apeake Bay Foundation President 
William C. Baker

“I’m sad to say Virginia lost a giant 
today. senator Warner was a states-
man among statesmen, whom I 
had the honor of serving alongside 
early in my career in the house of 
representatives. ... he served as an 
example of how american and Vir-
ginian politics should work with his 
level-headed, bipartisan approach to 

the legislative process.
“Though he may be gone, his service 
to our nation must not be forgot-
ten. In a time of such bitter partisan 
divide, we must continue to look to 
his example as a servant leader who 
challenged our Commonwealth and 
Nation to grow and change for the 
better with each passing day.”—Rep. 

Rob Wittman, R-1st District

“senator Warner exemplified what it 
meant to live a life in public service. 
across his 30 years in the u.s. 
senate, he was dedicated to the lives 
and stories of his Virginia constitu-
ents, he was firm in his principles and 
his devotion to the Constitution, and 

he sought to find common ground 
with his colleagues whenever pos-
sible. ... Generations of Virginia pub-
lic servants will live by his example, 
and I have cherished his guidance 
and his insights during my short time 
in the u.s. house of representa-
tives.”—Rep. Abigail Spanberger, 
D-7th District 

reMeMBerING
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later said at least twice 
that he didn’t have a gun. 
State police said no gun 
was found on Brown.

The deputy arrived and 
made excited comments 
such as “drop the gun” 
and “stop coming toward 
me” before firing a series 
of shots. Brown was criti-
cally injured and has un-
dergone several surgeries 
since.

Haynes has filed Free-
dom of Information re-
quests seeking more audio 
and video recordings con-
nected to the incident, 
along with the names and 
work information about 

the deputy and dispatcher 
involved. Special pros-
ecutor LaBravia Jenkins 
has denied the requests, 
noting that the state po-
lice investigation into the 
shooting is ongoing.

Haynes said Wednes-
day he is filing follow-up 
requests in response to 
the denial letters he has 
received.

It remains unclear when 
the investigation might be 
over. State police just filed 
a search warrant Tuesday 
in Fredericksburg Cir-
cuit Court seeking all of 
Brown’s hospital records 
from Mary Washington 
Hospital.
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404 
kepps@freelancestar.com

BrOWN
► FROM A1

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON—London’s Sci-
ence Museum and the 
Cambridge University 
library said Wednesday 
they have acquired a large 
collection of items belong-
ing to late physicist Ste-
phen Hawking, from his 
personalized wheelchairs 
to landmark papers on 
theoretical physics and his 
scripts from his appear-
ance on “The Simpsons.”

The entire contents of 
Hawking’s office will be 
preserved as part of the 
collection belonging to the 

Science Mu-
seum Group 
and will go on 
display next 
year. Hawk-
ing occupied 
the office at 
the univer-
sity’s depart-

ment of applied mathemat-
ics and theoretical physics 
from 2002 until shortly 
before his death in 2018.

Meanwhile, his vast ar-
chive of scientific and per-
sonal papers will remain 
at Cambridge University’s 
library.

Hawking’s archive, office 
acquired for U.K. public

Hawking



By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The Spotsylvania deputy who 
was indicted Thursday in con-
nection with the shooting of a 
county resident in April likely 
won’t be going to jail, at least not 
before the end of his trial.

David Matthew Turbyfill, 
23, is charged with felony reck-
less handling of a firearm for 
shooting county resident Isiah 
Brown multiple times in the 
12200 block of Catharpin Road 
in Spotsylvania on April 21.

It was not clear 
Fr iday whether 
Turbyfill had been 
served with a war-
rant, but court re-
cords show that he 
would be released 
on a $10,000 per-
sonal recognizance 
bond. As long as 
Turbyfill stays out of trouble 
and shows up at scheduled court 
hearings, he will remain free, at 
least until a decision is made on 
the charge.

The grand jury also consid-
ered a second felony charge 
against the deputy, unlawful 
wounding, but decided not to 
indict him on that count.

Turbyfill, a graduate of Fred-
ericksburg Christian School 
and Virginia Military Institute, 
had been working as a deputy 
in Spotsylvania less than six 
months when the incident in-
volving the 32-year-old Brown 
took place.

He had given Brown a ride 
home earlier that morning after 
Brown’s car broke down, and re-
turned to Catharpin Road after 
Brown made a 911 call in which 
he threatened to kill his brother.

Audio released by police indi-
cated that Turbyfill mistakenly 
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LOCALS AFFECTED BY SPAT BETWEEN hOSPiTAL AND CigNA

VICTIM, FAMILY CALL FOR  
FIRING, BUT OFFICER WILL 
GET RECOGNIZANCE BOND

By CATHy DySON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Ryan McGill is used to emergency situations, 
but he and others are tackling a firestorm of 

problems caused by a contract dispute between the 
Fredericksburg area’s largest health care system 
and a national insurance company.

McGill lives in King George 
County and is a director with 
the International Association 
of Firefighters Local 2068 
Fairfax County Professional 
Firefighters and Paramedics. 
That’s a long way of saying 
he’s a union leader whose job 
is to look out for its members.

Cigna is the primary insur-
ance for Fairfax County em-
ployees, including those who 

fight fires and provide emer-
gency medical care. When 
Cigna and Mary Washington 
Healthcare ended their con-
tract on May 30 because they 
couldn’t agree on payment 
rates, about 200 firefighters 
and paramedics, as well as an-
other 200 Fairfax employees 
and their families who live in 
the Fredericksburg area, were 
affected, McGill said.

They’re among an esti-
mated 15,000 Cigna clients 
in the city and surrounding 
counties who need to find 
new medical providers or pay 
higher, out-of-network costs 
if they continue with Mary 
Washington Healthcare phy-
sicians.

McGill and his colleagues 
“are coming together for a 
cause” and encouraging oth-
ers to join with them and 
implore MWHC and Cigna 
to negotiate a deal. They’ve 
planned a rally from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 7, on 
Mary Washington Boulevard 
between Hospital Drive and 
Sam Perry Boulevard—with-
in sight of Mary Washington 
Hospital.

McGill wanted to do what 
he could to facilitate a resolu-
tion because access to health 
care is a “foundational pillar” 
of the union.

“At the same time, we as 
firefighters, EMTs and para-
medics are taught that there 
are times when we must be 
our patients’ advocate,” he 
said. “The contract dispute 
has directly impacted the 
citizens we are sworn to pro-
tect [and] that is why we are 
standing with the citizens of 
the greater Fredericksburg 
area.”

Rocco Alvaro, a Fairfax 
firefighter and Spotsylvania 
County resident, is glad to 
see it. He had to cancel his 

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

The teenage employees 
at Jus Pop’n, a popcorn 
shop in downtown Fred-
ericksburg, were unaware 
they’d have a special visi-
tor Thursday afternoon.

“This is going to be the 
first Black woman, Afro-
Latina, to become lieuten-
ant governor,” Del. Josh 
Cole of Fredericksburg 
said in introducing fel-
low Del. Hala Ayala, the 
Democratic candidate for 

Virginia’s second-highest 
office.

Ayala—who represents 
District 51 in Prince Wil-
liam County, is running 
for lieutenant governor 
against Republican nomi-
nee Winsome Sears in the 
November general elec-
tion—visited five small 
businesses in downtown 
Fredericksburg on Thurs-

day as part of a mini-tour 
to learn how small and 
family-run businesses are 
recovering from the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

In addition to Jus Pop’n, 
Ayala visited LibertyTown 
Arts Workshop, Freddy 
Donuts, Flair Communi-
cation—a digital market-
ing agency—and Soup and 

By ANDREW CAIN
RICHmOND TImES–DISPATCH

Gov. Ralph Northam 
announced on Friday that 
he wants to use $700 mil-
lion of Virginia’s federal 
funding under the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan in order to 
achieve universal broad-
band coverage in Virginia 
by 2024.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic, which required 
millions of Virginians to 
work and study at home, 
underscored the impor-
tance of reliable internet 
connections. Northam’s 
administration said the 
federal funding, in addi-
tion to continuing state 
investments, will be in-
strumental in closing the 
state’s digital divide, in 

which many rural com-
munities lag the prosper-
ous urban crescent that 
stretches from Northern 
Virginia through greater 

Richmond to Hampton 
Roads.

“It’s time to close the 
d ig ita l  d iv ide i n  ou r 

Firefighters rally to get 
health care access back

PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Ryan Mcgill (right), a Fairfax firefighter, stands with fellow union members Joel Kobersteen (center) and Mike Mohler.

Lieutenant 
governor 
nominee 
tours city 
businesses

PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Democrat hala Ayala (second from right) looks 
over a sampler shown by gayle Brown at Jus Pop’n.

Deputy in 
shooting 
case free  
until trial

Brown

Northam wants $700 million  
to expand broadband in state

FILE / mIKE mORONES / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Spotsylvania Supervisor Kevin Marshall is among 
officials working to bring broadband to rural areas. 
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23-year-old daughter’s 
operation with an MWHC 
doctor to have her tonsils 
removed. She remains in 
pain as she goes through 
the process of finding an-
other physician, who will 
review her case and redo 
all the tests and evalu-
ations she’s already had 
done.

It’s frustrating and 
stressful, Alvaro said, 
when patients are caught 
in the middle between 
multimillion dollar com-
panies.

“At the end of the day, 
who fights for the little 
people?” he asked.

Anyone interested in 
talking with the firefight-
ers’ group about their 
efforts can email batt5@
fairfaxfirefighters.org.

‘TALK THIS OUT’
The Virginia Profes-

sional Firef ighters is 
the official organization 
sponsoring the rally be-
cause the MWHC–Cigna 
split affects members, 
their families and retir-
ees in several Northern 
Virginia localities, said 
Robert Bragg, the group’s 
president.

His message to the 
health care system and 
insurance company is 
simple.

“Hey guys, sit down and 
talk this out,” Bragg said. 
“You’re affecting a lot of 
people.”

Reaching an agreement 
may not be that simple. 
The positions of the two 
parties have not changed 
much since late May, as 
the disagreement centers 
on what Cigna is willing to 
pay for services and what 
MWHC will accept.

Eric Fletcher, vice presi-
dent of the health care 
system, said he shared 
the frustrations of the 
firefighters’ union and 
that MWHC had “a good, 
decades-long relationship 
with Cigna until now.” He 
said MWHC requested 

Cigna increase its pay-
ment rates by about 3 per-
cent to cover inflation and 
“the very real financial de-
mands placed on hospitals 
by the pandemic.”

He said Cigna countered 
“by demanding a discount 
of over 30 percent off of 
the current contracted 
rates they agreed to three 
years ago. Despite this 
egregious demand, we re-
main willing to work with 
Cigna when they are ready 
to discuss a fair contract.”

Cigna says it would wel-
come MWHC back into 
the network, “but not if 
they continue to demand 
rates that are unfair and 
too expensive for our cus-
tomers and clients,” said 
Holly Fussell, communi-
cations senior advisor.

She said the insurance 
company has a “robust 
network of providers in 
the area,” including hos-
pitals in Spotsylvania, 
Culpeper and Prince Wil-
liam counties that could 
provide “uninterrupted 
access to care.”

A BIG FOOTPRINT
Drew Gallagher, who 

lives in Spotsylvania, is 
a claims superintendent 
with a company that offers 
home and auto insurance. 
He’s also a customer of 
Cigna and has discov-
ered in recent weeks how 
large Mary Washington 
Healthcare’s network has 
grown. The system in-
cludes two hospitals, a 
third emergency room 
at Lee’s Hil l,  40-plus 
outpatient facilities and 
more than 500 physicians 
who are part of the Mary 
Washington Alliance.

“MWHC has gobbled 
up local practices like 
Pac-Man pellets, so [its] 
footprint is far bigger than 
it had been just two years 
ago,” said Gallagher.

While MWHC is a big 
player in the Fredericks-
burg area, it makes up a 
small percentage of Cig-
na’s overall clients, leading 
Gallagher to believe “there 
is little incentive for either 
side to resolve the ongoing 

dispute.”
“Are the people who 

are losing their doctors 
and health providers a big 
enough consideration for 
either side to relent?” he 
asked. “I do not believe 
you have to think too long 
on that question to reach a 
painful conclusion.”

F i r e f i g h t e r s  h a v e 
reached out to various 
legislators for support 
and Annie Cupka, chair-
woman of the King George 
Board of Supervisors, on 
Friday sent a letter to Con-
gressman Rob Wittman, 
requesting his help. She 
explained the hardship 
the contract rift created, 
especially for those who 
delayed care during the 
pandemic.

She said she “found it 
disheartening” that many 
of her affected constitu-
ents are “current or retired 
first responders who are 
consistently asked to go to 
extraordinary lengths to 
care for others.”

‘BITE THE BULLET’
Scott Pierpoint, 52, lives 

in Stafford, works for Fair-
fax County and has been 
treated for diabetes for 46 
years.

For almost half that 
time, he’s seen the same 
MWHC endocrinologist, 
a doctor who special-
izes in diabetes. He’s on 
an insulin pump with a 
continuous glucose moni-
tor and must stay in close 
contact with his doctor. 
He’s also had a heart at-
tack and sees a cardiolo-
gist regularly, along with 
his family practitioner and 
a specialist who monitors 
his lungs.

All four doctors are out 
of Cigna’s network.

Pierpoint already paid 
his $2,500 deductible this 
year for in-network pro-
viders. If he continues to 
see the same doctors he 
has for decades, he has to 
pay another $2,500 out-of-
network deductible, then 
he’s liable for 30 percent of 
the overall charges. With 
in-network providers, his 
total was 10 percent after 

the deductible.
He’s decided to “bite the 

bullet” and pay the extra 
charges as long as he can 
afford to do so.

“The biggest concern 
is the treatment issue, 
the secondary concern is 
money,” Pierpoint said. 
“It’s scary because I have a 
long medical history, and I 
don’t want to go to a doc-
tor that doesn’t know me.”

Several Cigna custom-
ers told The Free Lance–
Star that some of their 
doctors have drawn up 
new contracts to stay in 
Cigna’s network. Fussell 
confirmed that was the 
case, but wouldn’t com-
ment, for publication, on 
the number of providers 
involved.

Even if a doctor is part 
of the Cigna network, 
patients would not be 
able to go to any MWHC 
hospitals for procedures 
or have any lab work or X-
rays done at its facilities. 
Providers who have con-
tracts with Cigna have to 
schedule evaluations and 
procedures with facilities 
with the same contracts, 
according to Cigna.

Gallagher has discov-
ered the frustration and 
difficulty of finding new 
doctors in the Fredericks-
burg area who will take his 
insurance. He consulted 
Cigna’s website and called 
10 of them listed as Cigna 
carriers.

Not a single one ac-
cepted his insurance.

“One receptionist at a 
cardiologist’s office felt 
sorry for me and gave me 
the name of a cardiologist 
who was still accepting 
Cigna patients,” Gallagher 
said. “That cardiologist 
does accept Cigna, but was 
not on the Cigna website 
list.”

Because contract nego-
tiations continue, Fussell 
suggested that clients 
call the customer service 
number on the back of 
their identification card 
for updated information 
on in-network providers.
Cathy Dyson: 540/374-5425
cdyson@freelancestar.com
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thought Brown had a gun 
as he walked toward the 
deputy outside his home. 
The deputy yelled for 
Brown to drop the gun 
and stop coming toward 
him before firing between 
seven and 10 shots.

Brown’s attorney, Da-
vid Haynes, said doctors 
found eight bullets in 
Brown’s body. Brown sur-
vived the shooting and, af-
ter a lengthy hospital stay, 
is home recovering.

The Vi rg i n ia  State 
Police investigated the 
shooting and Fredericks-
burg Commonwealth’s 
Attorney LaBravia Jenkins 
is serving as special pros-
ecutor, though Jenkins is 
retiring Aug. 1 and will not 
be handling the court case.

Haynes released a state-

ment in which he said 
Brown and his family are 
pleased with the indict-
ment and are calling for 
the immediate termina-
tion of Turbyfill.

Spotsylvania Sheriff’s 
Maj. Troy Skebo said Tur-
byfill has been assigned 
to administrative duties 
since the shooting, which 
he described as standard 
practice in such cases, and 
added that the department 
will not be answering any 
questions related to the 
case.

“Isiah Brown’s life was 
shattered and changed 
forever when he crossed 
paths with David Tur-
byfill,” Haynes wrote. 
“While this indictment 
doesn’t take Mr. Brown’s 
physical pain away, it does 
signify a measure of jus-
tice.”
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404
kepps@freelancestar.com

DEPUTy
► FROM A1

Taco II.
The Virginia General 

Assembly is preparing to 
meet for a second 2021 
special session Aug. 2, 
where a top priority for 
legislators will be allocat-
ing American Rescue Plan 
Act funds.

Virginia will receive 
a total of $7.2 billion in 
ARPA funds, with $4.3 
billion going to the state 
and $2.9 billion directly 
to localities. Gov. Ralph 
Northam last week pro-
posed spending $353 mil-
lion of the state’s alloca-
tion on small business 
recovery.

“We’re going to contin-
ue to fight for these infra-
structure dollars for our 
businesses,” said Ayala. 
“In the previous special 
session, we were trying to 
help everyone as quickly 
as possible. Now we’re 
trying to learn firsthand 
how these businesses were 
impacted, how they had to 
reinvent themselves and 
what we need to fight for 
going forward.”

Jus Pop’n is not only 
a small business, but a 
Black,  female-owned 
business. It opened last 
summer in the middle of 
the pandemic at the corner 
of William and Princess 
Anne streets downtown.

The store is the pas-
sion and longtime dream 
of owner Carolyn Gip-
son. Visitors are greeted 
with the smell of caramel, 
which Gipson makes daily 
in a vat in a corner of the 
store using two pounds of 
fresh butter, five cups of 
brown sugar and a handful 
of secret ingredients.

The caramel f lavors 
several of Jus Pop’n’s 40-
some gourmet popcorn 
flavors—both sweet and 
savory.

In addition to the physi-
cal location and online 
shop, Gipson tries to 
maintain a presence at 
community events such as 
last months’ FXBG Pride 
festival. On Thursday, she 
was preparing to bring in 
Benny Vitali’s pizza for 
the teenage workers to eat 
while packing bags of pop-
corn for several events this 
weekend.

Ayala said the work and 
love Gilpin has put into 
the shop is palpable.

“You walk in and you 
feel welcomed,” she said. 

“You see the love [staffers] 
feel for this place.”

At LibertyTown, Ayala 
toured the 40 studios—
where local artists create 
and sell everything from 
visual art to jewelry to 
pottery to fiber art—and 
talked to owners D.D. 
and Kenneth Lecky, who 
purchased the business in 
2014.

The Leckys told Ayala 
how they were able to nav-
igate the pandemic by de-
livering “take-and-make” 
craft kits to quarantined 
families, hosting virtual 
personal shopping ses-
sions and spending hours 
in the car transporting 
artwork to buyers.

They also discussed 
what they’re looking for-
ward to as Fredericksburg 
opens back up—especially 
First Friday, when shops 
and galleries stay open late 
on the first Friday of every 
month.

Ayala said she worked 
to pass a bill—which went 
into effect July 1—that 
allows localities to apply 
for an Outdoor Refresh-
ment Area license from 
the ABC. The license will 
permit customers to con-
sume alcoholic beverages 
in public spaces within the 
ORA—meaning people 
will be able to patronize 
downtown restaurants, 
purchase beverages and 
take them along as they 
visit downtown shops and 
galleries.

“That’s going to be huge 
for an event like First Fri-
day,” D.D. Lecky said. 
“When we had to apply for 
special event licenses to 
serve alcohol at First Fri-
day, we always felt like we 
were taking money out of 
restaurant’s pockets.”

Ayala said this kind 
of common-sense but 
outside-the-box thinking 
is necessary to ensure that 
small, downtown busi-
nesses thrive in the post-
COVID-19 world.

“We’re going to keep 
fighting for businesses,” 
she said.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele
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commonwealth and treat 
internet service like the 
21st century necessity that 
it is—not just a luxury 
for some, but an essential 
utility for all,” Northam 
said in a statement.

“The pandemic has re-
inforced how important 
high-quality broadband is 
for the health, education, 
and economic opportu-
nity, and we cannot afford 
to leave any community 
behind. With this historic 
$700 million investment, 
universal broadband is 
now within our reach.”

Northam said his pro-
posal would move up his 
10-year goal for achieving 
universal internet access 
in Virginia from 2028 to 
2024.

BroadbandNow report-
ed in June that Virginia, 
with a population of 8.6 
million, is 15th among the 
states in broadband in-
ternet access. It said that 
while 91 percent of resi-
dents have access to wired 
broadband internet speeds 
of at least 25 megabits per 
second, about 697,000 
Virginians don’t have ac-
cess to wired connections 
at such speed. It added 
that 608,000 Virginians 
have access to only one 
internet service provider 
and 306,000 Virginians 
don’t have any access to 
wired internet options.

Nor t h a m m ade  t he 
announcement at the 
Southwest Virginia High-
er Education Center in 
Abingdon, joined by U.S. 
Sen. Mark Warner and 
state lawmakers who head 
the General Assembly’s 
money committees and 
Virginia’s Broadband Ad-
visory Council. 

The General Assembly 

returns to Richmond Aug. 
2 for a special session to 
determine how to spend 
the state’s more than $4.3 
billion in American Res-
cue Plan funding.

Broadband funding will 
now become a key focus of 
the special session, dur-
ing which Northam also is 
expected to propose hun-
dreds of millions of dol-
lars to shore up the state’s 
mental health system, 
which has temporarily 
halted admissions at five 
state hospitals for lack of 
staffing.

CNBC last week ranked 
Virginia as the top-rated 
state in the country for 
business, but it ranked 
Virginia 26th for infra-
structure, a category that 
includes not just trans-
portation,  h ighways, 
bridges and the electrical 
grid, but “the quality, 
availability and price of 
broadband service.”

Many rural school sys-
tems scrambled during the 
pandemic to help students 
and families get reliable 
internet access. Powhatan 
was among the school 
districts that used school 
buses to help families park 
nearby and gain internet 
access.

The Northam adminis-
tration said in a news re-
lease that since 2018 Vir-
ginia has awarded about 
$124 million in grants 
for broadband and con-
nected more than 140,000 
homes, businesses and 
“community anchors.”

The General Assembly 
and the governor invested 
$50 million each in 2020 
and 2021 in the Virginia 
Telecommunication Ini-
tiative, a public-private 
partnership that provides 
targeted financial assis-
tance to extend broadband 
service to areas currently 
unserved by a provider.

BROADBAND
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PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Democrat Hala Ayala visited five city businesses 
this week in her campaign for lieutenant governor. 

Now we’re trying to 
learn firsthand how 
these businesses were 
impacted.

—DEL. HALA AYALA

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON—The 
Biden administration 
issued a blanket warn-
ing Friday to U.S. firms 
about the risks of doing 
business in Hong Kong 
as China continues to 
clamp down on political 
and economic freedoms 
in the territory.

Four Cabinet agen-
cies—the departments 
of State, Treasury, Com-
merce and Homeland 
Security—released the 
nine-page advisory that 
alerts companies about 
the shifting legal land-
scape in Hong Kong and 
the possibility that en-
gaging with Hong Kong 
business could incur 
reputational and legal 
damages.

At the same time, 
Treasury announced 
sanctions against seven 
Chinese officials for vio-
lating the terms of the 
2020 Hong Kong Auton-
omy Act, which calls for 
asset freezes and other 
penalties against those 
who participate in the 
crackdown.

President Joe Biden 
had previewed the advi-
sory Thursday, telling 
reporters at the White 
House that the business 
environment in Hong 
Kong is “deteriorating” 
and could worsen.

“Businesses, individu-
als, and other persons, 
including academic insti-
tutions, research service 
providers, and investors 
that operate in Hong 

Kong, or have exposure 
to sanctioned individu-
als or entities, should be 
aware of changes to Hong 
Kong’s laws and regula-
tions,” said the notice, 
which is titled “Risks 
and Considerations for 
Businesses Operating in 
Hong Kong.”

“This new legal land-
scape ... could adversely 
affect businesses and 
individuals operating 
in Hong Kong. As a re-
sult of these changes, 
they should be aware of 
potential reputational, 
regulatory, financial, 
and, in certain instanc-
es, legal risks associated 
with their Hong Kong 
operations,” it said.

Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken high-
lighted the advisory in a 
statement marking the 
one-year anniversary of 
the passage of China’s 
new national security 
law that he said had a 
profoundly negative ef-
fect on Hong Kong.

Blinken said the risks 
to business include “po-
tential electronic sur-
veillance and lack of 
data privacy, reduced 
access to information, 
and potential retaliation 
against companies for 
their compliance with 
U.S. sanctions.”

“The business adviso-
ry outlines these emerg-
ing risks to inform U.S. 
individuals and busi-
nesses and recommends 
increased awareness and 
due diligence,” he said.

U.S. warns companies 
about risks of doing 
business in Hong Kong



By KEITH EPPS
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The Spotsylvania man shot by 
a county deputy during a highly 
publicized incident on April 21 
has filed a $26 million lawsuit 
against the deputy and Sheriff 
Roger Harris.

Attorneys for Isiah Brown 
filed the suit Tuesday in U.S. 
District Court in Richmond. 
The suit accuses Deputy David 
Turbyfill of “gross negligence, 
battery and using excessive 
force.”

Brown was shot 
multiple times ear-
ly April 21 outside 
his mother’s home 
in the 12200 block 
of Catharpin Road 
in Spotsylvania. 
He was holding a 
cordless telephone 

that the deputy apparently mis-
took for a gun.

Brown had gotten a ride home 
from Turbyfill earlier that night 
after his car broke down. The 
deputy returned to the residence 
about 3:18 a.m. after Brown 
made what a dispatcher told him 
was an unnecessary 911 call.

The call came after Brown 

got into an argument with his 
brother. During the 911 call, 
Brown threatened to kill his 
brother and answered “yup” 
when the dispatcher asked if he 
had a gun. He later said he did 
not have a gun.

Turbyfill’s voice can be heard 
on audio released by the Sher-
iff’s Office shouting “drop the 
gun, drop the gun” before a 
series of shots rang out. State 
police, who investigated the 
shooting, said Brown didn’t 
have a gun.

A special grand jury investi-
gated the incident and indicted 
Turbyfill on a felony criminal 
charge of reckless handling of 

a firearm. His arraignment in 
Spotsylvania Circuit Court has 
been continued several times, 
but is now scheduled for Dec. 22. 
Turbyfill is free on bond while 
he awaits trial.

David Haynes of the Cochran 
firm, the lead attorney in the 
case, wrote in the newly filed 
lawsuit that Brown was struck 
by at least eight bullets. He said 
Turbyfill did not provide any 
warning, though he had a rea-
sonable opportunity to do so.

The suit states that the “flur-
ry of bullets ... caused enormous 
injury” to Brown. Haynes wrote 
that Brown’s intestines were 
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REPUBLICAN NOMINEE FOR GOVERNOR HEADLINES RALLY

LAWYERS FOR ISIAH BROWN 
ACCUSE SPOTSY DEPUTY, 
SHERIFF OF NEGLIGENCE 

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

When Sean Belako was grow-
ing up in the 1980s, he would 
watch “Wheel of Fortune” every 
day with his grandfather.

“One time Grandpap and 
I were watching and he said, 

‘Sean,  you love 
solving these puz-
zles. I can definite-
ly see you on that 
show. You need to 
apply one day,’ ” 
recalled Belako, 
a  m at h  teacher 
at Gayle Middle 

School in Stafford County.
Grandpap died in 2004, but 

his intuition was correct. His 
grandson is scheduled to com-
pete on Wednesday evening’s 
episode of “Wheel of Fortune.”

Belako, who has taught in 

Stafford  
teacher will 
spin ‘Wheel  
of Fortune’

Belako

SEE WHEEL, A9

By TAFT COGHILL JR.
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A forum for Fredericksburg 
City Council candidates on Oct. 
9 could’ve been mistaken for a 
School Board debate.

Education is at the forefront 
of discussion for the three con-
tested ward seats in the city this 
fall. That’s especially the case 
in the race for Ward 3, which 
mainly includes College Heights 
and the Lafayette Boulevard 
corridor.

Incumbent Tim Duffy, the 
principal of James Monroe High 
School, and challenger Rene 
Rodriguez, a consultant for the 
Department of Defense, each 
said education is one of their top 
three campaign issues.

It’s also a major topic in the 
city as a debate continues about 
whether to build a new middle 
school at an approximate cost 
of $65 million while other major 
capital improvement projects 
are on the table.

“We need to balance the needs 
of infrastructure and educa-
tion,” Duffy said. “We need to 
do both. We need to diversify 
the revenue streams of the city 
beyond just retail, restaurants 
and property taxes. I’m com-
mitted to find ways to do that.”

When city officials were con-

INCUMBENT, CHALLENGER 
FACE OFF IN RACE FOR  
SEAT ON CITY COUNCIL

Education 
a top issue 
for Ward 3 
candidates

SEE WARD 3, A9

By JAmES SCOTT BARON
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Republican gubernato-
rial candidate Glenn Young-
kin headlined an “Early 
Vote Rally” in Stafford on 
Tuesday afternoon and was 
greeted by about 125 sup-
porters near the county’s 
Armed Services Memorial.

“What you can feel around 
the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia is not a campaign, it’s a 
movement,” Youngkin said. 
“Virginians are no longer 
going to stand by and let 
the left, liberal progressive 
agenda turn us into Califor-
nia east. It’s just not going to 
happen.”

Youngkin, 54, faces for-
mer Gov. Terry McAuliffe in 
the Nov. 2 election. McAu-
liffe, a Democrat, served 
as the 72nd governor of 
Virginia from 2014 to 2018. 
State law prohibits gover-

nors from serving consecu-
tive terms.

Youngkin is a former 
businessman and CEO of the 
Carlyle Group, a Washing-
ton, D.C.-based investment 
firm. He attended Harvard 

Business School and grew up 
in Richmond and Virginia 
Beach.

“We are running as Vir-
ginians, we’re running for 
Virginians, because we 
know one truth,” Youngkin 

said at the rally to build sup-
port for GOP candidates. 
“When we put our arms 
together and march forward 
we can not only change the 
future of this great com-
monwealth, but we can 
change the future of this 
country. That’s what’s at 
stake.”

Youngkin was the fourth 
speaker at the rally, which 
began at 12:30 p.m. The 
event also included three 
Republican House candi-
dates: 2nd District nominee 
Gina Ciarcia, 28th District 
challenger Tara Durant and 
88th District hopeful Phillip 
Scott. Sen. Richard Stuart, 
R–Montross, served as the 
moderator.

“I have not seen the kind 
of energy that I see right 
now probably going back 
to [Gov.] George Allen,” 

Youngkin makes pitch 
to voters in Stafford

PHOTOS BY PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Republican gubernatorial nominee Glenn Youngkin speaks at a rally near the Stafford Armed Services Memorial.

About 125 people attended the ‘Early Vote Rally’ to 
cheer on Youngkin and other Republicans candidates.

SEE yOUnGKIn, A10

RodriguezDuffy

Man shot by deputy files $26 million suit

Brown

SEE LAWSUIt, A10
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said Stuart. “The energy 
is huge in all these cam-
paigns and I predict the 
House of Delegates flips 
back to Republican control 
and Glen Youngkin wins.”

Allen defeated Demo-
crat Mary Sue Terry in a 
landslide governor’s race 
in 1993, leading a Re-
publican charge that also 
captured the attorney gen-
eral’s office and a record 
number of seats in the 
legislature.

Youngkin, who spoke 
for about 25 minutes, re-
minded the crowd that 
they can vote early until 
Oct. 30. He said the nation 
will be watching the com-
monwealth on Election 
Day. Only Virginia and 
New Jersey have races for 
governor this year.

“This is our moment 
to lead,” Youngkin said. 
“This is our time. Only 
with you can we do this.”

The Republican said, if 
elected, he will make sev-
eral changes immediately 
after taking office.

“On Day 1, we will cut 
taxes for all Virginians 
and bring down our cost 
of living,” he said. “We’re 
going to eliminate the gro-
cery tax. We’re going to 
suspend the most recent 
gas tax increase. We’re 
going to double standard 
deductions. We’re going 
to declare the largest tax 
rebate in the history of 
Virginia.”

Young kin a lso sa id 
he would suspend up to 
$40,000 in pension al-
lowances for military re-
tirees, open all schools for 
a full five days each week 
with in-person learning, 
improve school infra-
structure, increase edu-
cator pay, invest more in 
special needs programs 
and launch 20 new charter 
schools.

“We’re going to break 
that control and intro-

duce choice within the 
public school system and 
our 20 charter schools on 
Day 1 is a down payment 
and we’re going to close 
this gap over four years 
so parents have choice,” 
said Youngkin, who said 
he will also ban teaching 
Critical Race Theory in all 
public schools.

Youngkin also said he 
would create a 12-month 
tax hol iday for smal l 
business owners, cut 25 
percent of “job-killing 
regulations,” increase job 
training, comprehensively 
fund law enforcement 
agencies and provide more 
money for the state’s men-
tal health system.

Locally, Youngkin said 
he recognizes traffic in the 
Fredericksburg region as a 
“giant issue” and said he 
advocates investing ag-
gressively in transporta-
tion improvements across 
Virginia.

“We’ve got to get [In-
terstate 95 express lanes] 
done all the way down to 
Richmond, get the Ameri-
can Legion Bridge finished 
and get the [Interstate] 495 
HOT lanes,” he said.

Daniel Quinn, a retired 

military veteran in Staf-
ford, said he will vote for 
Youngkin on Election Day 
because like Youngkin, 
he opposes abortion and 
believes the economy is 
failing under Democratic 
leadership. He also said 
he is upset with President 
Joe Biden’s Aug. 31 with-
drawal of U.S. forces from 
Afghanistan.

“Seeing something like 
that, it just breaks my 
heart,” he said.

Kevin Standfield of 
Stafford spent his lunch 
break Tuesday at the Re-
publican rally. He said 

he supports Youngkin 
because he’s business 
friendly and believes he 
will fight for citizens’ 
rights.

“We need him to rescind 
all the restrictions on our 
First Amendment rights 
and our Second Amend-
ment rights that are cur-
rently going on,” Stand-
field said. “McAuliffe 
claims he’s a moderate. 
He’s not. He’s far left. Look 
at all the things he’s been 
doing since he left office.”
James Scott Baron:  
540/374-5438
jbaron@freelancestar.com
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James Temple shakes hands with Republican gubernatorial candidate Glenn 
Youngkin at the close of a rally near the Stafford County Government Center.

Youngkin reels off a list of immediate changes  
he says he’ll make if elected governor of Virginia. 

pierced and he suffered a 
fractured rib and a “shred-
ded” bladder. There was 
also damage to his abdo-
men, side, buttocks, legs 
and neck.

Brown spent weeks in 
the hospital as the result 
of his injuries and still re-
quires ongoing care.

Sheriff Harris is being 
sued because the lawsuit 

alleges that he shares re-
sponsibility for the actions 
of his deputies. Sheriff’s 
Office spokesman Capt. 
Troy Skeebo said the sher-
iff had no comment on the 
lawsuit.

“Isiah Brown’s life will 
never be the same after 
this tragic encounter with 
David Turbyfill,” Haynes 
said. “Our hope is that 
this lawsuit will provide a 
measure of justice.”
Keith Epps: 540/374-5404 
kepps@freelancestar.com
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A man who killed one 
man and seriously injured 
another while driving 
intoxicated in Spotsylva-
nia County in 2019 was 
ordered Tuesday to serve 
eight years in prison.

William R. Garretson, 
28, of Stafford County, 
was previously convicted 
of aggravated involuntary 
manslaughter and DUI-
maiming in Spotsylvania 
Circuit Court. Judge Ri-
cardo Rigual on Tuesday 
sentenced Garretson to a 
total of 25 years, with all 
but eight years suspended.

Rigual’s sentence ex-
ceeded the recommended 
state sentencing guide-
lines.

According to the evi-
dence, Nelson Bowler was 
driving west on Tidewater 
Trail near Slaughter Pen 
Farm the afternoon of 
Sept 2, 2019. His longtime 

friend, Wel-
ford  Lew is 
Jr., was in the 
passenger’s 
seat.

Garretson 
was driving 
e a s t  w h e n 

he  swer ved 
across the double yellow 
line and struck Bowler’s 
vehicle. Bowler, 61, was 
killed immediately and 
Lewis’ injuries included a 
shattered sternum, broken 
ribs and a punctured lung.

A witness told police 
that he’d been following 
Garretson and noticed 
him swerving into on-
coming traffic. The wit-
ness said he tried to get 
Garretson’s attention by 
blowing his horn, but to 
no avail.

Garretson had fentanyl 
and marijuana in his sys-
tem, court records show. 
He told medical personnel 
that he’d snorted heroin 
the previous night.

Garretson was apolo-
getic in court Tuesday and 
expressed his remorse to 
the victims’ families.

Man sentenced to  
8 years in fatal crash

 Garretson

2019 dUI WrecK In 
sPOtsy KILLed One, 
InJUred anOtHer
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