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PRINCE WILLIAM TODAY

All numbers through 
Wednesday, March 
24, and show changes 
since March 17.

46,513 (+654)
Total con�rmed and 
probable cases 
Prince William: 41,228 
(+603)
Manassas: 4,125 (+36)
Manassas Park: 1,160 (+15)
Statewide: 608,704 
(+10,236)

524 (-3)
Deaths
Prince William: 467 (-4)
Manassas: 45 (+1)
Manassas Park: 12 (0)
Statewide: 10,143 (-11)

7.0%  
(up from 6.6%)
Average test 
positivity rate*
Statewide: 5.6%

335,448 
(+6,596)
Tests conducted*
Statewide: 6.36 million

62 (+1)
Outbreaks*
Statewide: 2,808 (+58)

126,872 
(+21,571)
Vaccine doses 
administered 
Statewide: 3,226,713 
(+415,785)

For daily updates, 
visit InsideNoVa.

com and sign up for our 
email newsletters and 
breaking news alerts.

SOURCE: Virginia Department of 
Health.

* -- Outbreaks, vaccines and 
diagnostic test data are reported for 
the Prince William Health District, 
which consists of the county and the 
cities of Manassas and Manassas 
Park. An outbreak is de�ned as two 
or more cases in one setting.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

INSIDENOVA.COM/SUBSCRIBE

SUBSCRIBE@INSIDENOVA.COM
CALL: 703-318-1386

MARCH 25-31, 2021 WWW.INSIDENOVA.COM$1

VOL. 9 | NUM. 12

COVID-19 IN 
PRINCE WILLIAM County schools hire new leader

Chicago educator will succeed Walts 
BY JARED FORETEK
jforetek@insidenova.com

A top leader of the Chicago Public School 
system will become the next superintendent of 
Prince William County Public Schools.

The Prince William School Board on 
Wednesday night selected LaTanya McDade, 
chief education officer in Chicago, to take 

leadership of the state’s second largest district 
when current Superintendent Steve Walts re-
tires June 30. 

McDade will become the first African 
American and woman to lead the school di-
vision, which has an enrollment of roughly 
90,000 students.

McDade currently oversees all academ-

ic o�ces for Chicago Public Schools, which 
serves more than 340,000 students across 638 
schools. Prince William School Board Chair 
Babur Lateef said she is responsible there for 

INSIDE:  More than one-quarter of Prince 
William’s high school students are failing at least 

two classes.  Details, Page 7. 

‘An unreal happy’
Couple married 62 years reunite a�er a year apart

BY KARI PUGH
karipugh@insidenova.com

On the way to see his bride of 62 
years in the same room for the 
�rst time in more than a year, 

Russell Tuck grabbed a $12 bouquet “of 
the prettiest things I could �nd” at the 
Gainesville Wegmans.

In her younger days, Marjorie Tuck, 

now 85, was a member of the garden club 
and award-winning amateur landscaper. 
A�er moving to Caton Merchant House 
Assisted Living in Manassas �ve years ago, 
her husband – who lives in Gainesville’s 
Heritage Hunt community –  came to visit 
every day and brought fresh �owers about 
once a week to brighten her rooms.

“She loves �owers,” Tuck said.

March 12, 2020, was the last day the 
Tucks got to be together at Caton Mer-
chant House, operated by Novant Health 
UVA Health System. Russell Tuck, 86, 
knew that day that a shutdown was com-
ing due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
he returned the next day anyway, only to 
be turned away.

“I had to try,” he said.

Marjorie Tuck, 85, and Russell Tuck, 86, were reunited at Caton Merchant House in Manassas on March 16.           PROVIDED
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Delivers To 22,500 High Income Homes
In Prince William County On April 1

On March 16, one year and four days since they were 
last together, Caton Merchant House sta� eased some 
pandemic rules and told Tuck he could see his wife in 
person again. He arrived at 9 a.m., �owers in hand.

“I thought we’d both cry, but we were just laughing 
and we had a smile ear to ear,” he said.

All the while, Marjorie Tuck didn’t want to let go of 
the �owers from her husband.

“She just wanted to hold them, play with the petals. 
She didn’t want to let go of the �owers,” Tuck said. “It 
took an hour to put them in water. I’d say, ‘Want me to 
put those in a vase?’ And she’d say, ‘Not yet.’”

Tuck said it was tough being away from Marjorie for 
an entire year, especially because the couple rarely spent 
time apart during their marriage. “�ere were lots of 
tears,” he said. But he knew she was in good hands with 
the sta�.

“�ey took amazing care of her,” Tuck said. “Maybe 
they weren’t supposed to do this, but they’d love on her 
and hug her and pat her. �ey tried to connect us in 
other ways.”

Sta� members set up video calls and the visits behind 
plexiglass. In warmer months, Tuck could look through 
the fence in the outdoors area and visit with Marjorie if 
it was nice enough for her to be brought outside.

Sta� also tried to help Russell Tuck and other relatives 
of Caton Merchant House residents relieve the stress of 
being apart with care meetings and updates.

“We always felt informed,” Tuck said.
But he still worried about his wife’s condition deterio-

rating while he couldn’t be there.
“My big fear when they �rst put me out was someday 

she’s not going to know who I am, and that would be 
really sad if it’s while I can’t see her,” he said.

�e �rst visit last week is a memory Russell Tuck 
cherishes.

“She was all smiles,” Tuck said. “She looked beautiful. 
She still does. It was like an unreal happy.”

�e couple met in graduate school at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity’s Peabody College in Nashville.

“We … became very best friends very fast and realized 
there was more than that,” Tuck said.

He let her get away for a year, when she signed a con-
tract to teach in Chicago, but quickly realized “I couldn’t 
live without her.”

�e two married a year later and lived in California, 
where Russell Tuck taught biology, served as principal of 
two high schools and eventually worked in the superinten-
dent’s o�ce. �ey had two children, a son and daughter.

�e couple planned to stay in southern California, 
but about 20 years ago their daughter, living in Fairfax 
County at the time, let them know she’d love it if they 
lived closer to her growing family. So they moved to 
Gainesville and settled in Heritage Hunt.

�e Tucks were active in the Manassas Baptist Church, 
and Russell Tuck, once an elder, is still involved, helping 
with the food pantry and weekly showers for the home-
less. Until COVID-19 came along, Marjorie Tuck received 
visitors from the church two or three times a week.

When Marjorie Tuck moved to Caton Merchant 
House, her husband said he didn’t travel to see family 
and friends for three years a�erward. But he eventually 
found a balance between the daily visits with his wife 
and short trips to see his son in Boston, the couple’s four 
grandchildren, and good friends the family made along 
the way.

Nothing has felt right for a year, he said, with no visits 
and no travel. But sitting in his wife’s rooms at Caton 
Merchant House last week, Tuck was grateful for nearly 
63 years with Marjorie and being with her once again. 

“It’s been a really good life,” he said. “We’ve been bless-
ed, and I’m thankful.”
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improving teaching 
and learning and has 
a hand in curriculum 
development and edu-
cational policy.

“Under her leader-
ship, Chicago Public Schools increased 
academic achievement, expanded aca-
demic programming, … increased grad-
uation rates, increased college enrollment 
and persistence, and reached record-low 
dropout, suspension and expulsion rates,” 
Lateef said.

�e daughter of immigrants from Be-
lize, McDade earned a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education from Chicago State 
University and a master’s degree in lead-
ership and administration from Loyola 
University Chicago. She plans to complete 
a doctorate in educational leadership and 
supervision from Lewis University this 
spring.

“As a daughter of immigrants I under-
stand �rst-hand the importance of provid-
ing students with access to rich opportuni-
ties that a�rm your identities, strengthen 
your unique skills and talents, and support 
your aspirations to position you for suc-
cess not just in school and in education, 
but in career and in life,” McDade said. 

Speaking to reporters a�er her selec-
tion, McDade the Prince William school 
system is similar to Chicago’s because of 
its diversity. 

“Chicago is one of the [most] diverse 
cities in the nation, and we have schools 

where in one school over 36 languages are 
spoken, and that’s similar to what we’re 
seeing right here in Prince William,” she 
said. “What it boils down to is that every 
single school has to have the support, re-
sources and the sta� to meet the needs of 
every individual student … at the local 
level; that’s where the work really happens. 
�e magic happens in the classroom.”

She added that the Chicago school sys-
tem is complex, like Prince William’s. 

“Prince William County has about 
100 schools and so size and scale is what 
makes the district complex,” she added. 
“So I think, having come from that back-
ground, this was something that I knew 
was a natural place for me to be able to 
lead.”

In a news release, Prince William Coun-
ty Schools said the hiring came a�er a na-
tionwide search that generated more than 
45 applications from 16 states. �e school 
board hired recruiting �rm BWP and As-
sociates to assist in the search. 

According to her LinkedIn profile, 
McDade started teaching at the middle 
school level in 1998. She went on to serve 
as an assistant principal and principal at a 
Chicago magnet school before joining the 
Chicago school system’s administrative 
ranks in 2012.

McDade will also need to bring on a 
new number two for the division. In Jan-
uary, Deputy Superintendent Keith Imon 
announced that he, too, would be retiring 
a�er the end of the current school year.

REUNITED FROM PAGE 1

Russell Tuck grabbed a bouquet of �owers at the Gainesville We-
gmans to bring to his wife after not seeing her for a year and four 
days. 

PROVIDED

SUPERINTENDENT FROM PAGE 1
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