
BY BEN PETERS
Rappahannock News Sta�

A�er the �rst day back from summer break at 
Rappahannock County Public Schools, Claire Snel-
son made a judgement call in the face of the highly 
infectious delta variant to pull her eighth-grade son 
from in person learning.

The decision was made in an e�ort to protect her 
youngest child who su�ers from a chronic lung ill-
ness that’s landed them in the hospital twice a�er 
catching the common cold. Snelson, a former Rap-
pahannock County Public Schools PTO president, 
also su�ers from an autoimmune disease that plac-
es her at risk for developing complications from the 
virus should she become infected.

See PARENTS, Page 6
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COVID-19 concerns 
in Rapp schools 
lead some parents 
to pull their kids
Superintendent ‘exhausted by the push 
and pull of political divisiveness that has 
caught us in the crosshairs of public ire’
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Rush River Commons moves 
forward, public hearing set
 Page 19

The Farm Tour 
is almost back!
A�er a pause in 2020, the annual tradition 
is scheduled to return late next month. 
Meet goats, horses, cows, and chickens; enjoy 
hayrides; and see milking, beekeeping, and 
cooking demos. �e Rapp: 4

BY BOB HURLEY
For Foothills Forum

Crossroads: 
• An intersection of two or more roads.
• A point at which a crucial decision must be made 
which will have far-reaching consequences.

— Oxford English Dictionary

S ince its founding in 1820, Sperryville has 
been a crossroads village. In its early years, it 
was a place where newly arrived settlers built 

their homes and shops, and travelers paused to 
refresh themselves. Union and Confederate troops 
crisscrossed the area during the Civil War.

In the 19th and and early 20th centuries, the 
village evolved into a prosperous community 
boasting general stores, distilleries, hotels, 
local eateries, apple processing operations, 
wheelwrights, blacksmiths, a doctor, and a dentist. 
With the opening of Shenandoah National Park 
(SNP) in 1936, the village experienced another 
growth spurt responding to the rising number of 
tourists, motels, restaurants, and roadside stands 
that had begun to spring up along what is now U.S. 
Highway 211, approaching the park. 

“When I �rst moved here 37 years ago there were 
a lot more local people living in the village,” said 

See PLANNING, Page 13
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Commission stipulates annual 
review, no loud music or buses 

Low-fare rides for 
seniors, residents 
with disabilities
Agency o� ering trips to medical 
appointments from $5 to $20. 16

Waiting for details of Rush 
River’s looks, housing  Page 6

Health district bringing 
vaccine to Rapp  Page 8

Planners give 
cautious nod 
to new brewery

BY RACHEL NEEDHAM
Rappahannock News Sta� 

 The Rappahannock County Broadband Authority 
is racing against the clock to meet a � ling deadline for 
state funding through the Virginia Telecommunica-

tions Initiative (VATI). The county must submit a 
notice of application by July 27 and formalize the ap-
plication by September 14.

During the public comment period at Monday’s 
meeting,  Piedmont resident Mark Anderson called at-
tention to the challenge of meeting the application re-
quirements with so little information at hand. “Some-
one’s going to go through a lot of pain and stress over 
those seven weeks to try and get that together. … To 
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 State, federal funds possible; 
Shentel fl oats plan for expanded 
service  — and more towers

See EPIDEMIC, Page 12

See BROADBAND, Page 15

Morgan McKinney celebrates 
a major milestone
� e Rappahannock resident graduates 
as Lord Fairfax Community College’s 
Outstanding Graduate for the 
Fauquier Campus. 8

Broadband prospects gaining steam? 
The stealth 

epidemic
While the focus has been on 

COVID-19, drug overdose deaths 
in the state spike to record levels

A RAPP NEWS/FOOTHILLS FORUM 
SPECIAL REPORT

BY RANDY RIELAND
For Foothills Forum

A ddiction, it’s said, thrives in privacy.
So as everything began to shut down in 

March 2020, and isolation became a way 
of life during the pandemic, people in the 

treatment world saw trouble ahead. Recovery in 
normal times is hard enough. Recovery alone is rife 
with peril.

They were right to be apprehensive. According 
to the Virginia Department of Health, more 
people died of 
drug overdoses in 
the state during 
2020 than in any 
previous year, a total of 2,297. That’s a 41% increase 
from 2019, which had already set a record.

“The pandemic has had a devastating impact,” 
said Jan Brown, executive director of SpiritWorks 
Foundation Center for the Soul, which operates a 
recovery center in Warrenton. “We’ve seen more 
people relapsing. We’ve seen more deaths because 
of the isolation. People are using alone. Help can’t 
get to them in time.”

Whatever progress had been made in what had 
been seen as one of the country’s top public health 
crises — the opioid addiction epidemic — has been 
eroded by the more pervasive threat of COVID-19. 

COVID’s HIDDEN TOLLCOVID’s COVID’s 

Morgan McKinney celebrates 

� e Rappahannock resident graduates 
as Lord Fairfax Community College’s 

BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER

‘A happy, joyful place to be’ during unsettled times 
Jenny Kapsa was crowned the “Coro-No-No” queen of Wonderful Wednesdays, as the school activity wound 
down. “Coronavirus is real and is scary and the fear of it I believe can cause a lot of anxiety for these young people 
… but we also tried to make the situation as fun as we could.” Kapsa said.  See story on Page 16

BY JAMES IVANCIC
Special to the Rappahannock News

Following a public hearing on Wednesday, June 
16, the Rappahannock County Planning Commission 
recommended approval of a special exception ap-
plication to allow a new brewery and beer garden to 
operate in Sperryville. The backing came in a 6-1 vote 
with Piedmont District Commissioner Mary Kather-
ine Ishee voting against the application of Veditz & 
Co. Brewing. The application now moves on to the 
county’s Board of Supervisors.

If the supervisors approve the application, Veditz 
& Co. would become the third brewery in Sperryville. 
The village is already home to Hopkins Ordinary on 
Main Street and Pen Druid on Sperryville Pike. 

The vote followed a protracted discussion about 
concerns over whether the 24-car parking lot for cus-
tomers and sta�  was large enough or if it could be 
overwhelmed and lead visitors to resort to parking 
alongside Route 211. The proximity of the proposed 

BY BOB HURLEY
For Foothills Forum

A deli in Sperryville? Maybe. A full-service 
grocery store? Highly unlikely. How about a 
community gathering space? Perhaps.  

These are a few possibilities raised by the newly 
released community study, “Sperryville’s Economy: 
Envisioning Its Future.” 

The study was sponsored by the Sperryville 
Community Alliance (SCA), a nonpro� t group of 
local business leaders and community members. 
The volunteer organization sponsors community 
activities such as the SperryFest duck race on the 

Thornton River, concerts and walking trails. Last 
week, in partnership with the Rappahannock 
Association for Arts and Community, SCA it held 
its � rst ‘Third Thursday’ summer concert series in 
Sperryville’s River District. The event was widely 
attended by Sperryville and county residents.

Over a year in the making, and delayed by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the study outlines an 
“economic envisioning plan” aimed at fostering 
community interaction, boosting the local retail 
economy, increasing tourism and managing 

See SPERRYVILLE, Page 12

Sperryville study recommends 
‘a vision for the future’

FILE PHOTO BY RAY BOC

� e study credits events like 2019’s SperryFest with helping to build community but, “We need 
to fi nd new ways to connect with each other,” said SCA president Kerry Sutten.
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The ‘Little Apple’ faces both 
challenges and opportunities 
as residents look toward the 

village’s future

SPERRYVILLE
at a Crossroads

See SPERRYVILLE, Page 12

Man out on bond after fatal 
crash that killed young girl
 Page 10
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along U.S. 211. The treatment plant is 
located at its discharge point just above 
the con�uence of the south and north 
branches of the Thornton River. As the 
main sewer pipe extends west and east 
of the treatment plant, it shrinks from 
four inches diameter to one-and-a-half 
inches. 

Built 36 years ago and designed to 
treat 55,000 gallons of liquid waste a 
day, the system has plenty of capacity 
to handle its current 200-plus customer 
base, according to Pamela Parker, the 
plant’s operator. “We treat on average 
about 25,000 gallons a day, but during 
heavy rain events that number goes up 
due to water in�ltrating the system,” 
said Parker. “During really heavy rainfall 
events, the plant exceeds its capacity 
and wastewater is discharged directly 
into the (Thornton) river, but only a few 
times a year.”

“If the highway commercial district 
along U.S. 211 toward the park were 
heavily developed, it’s hard to see how 
the existing Sperryville sewer system 
could support it,” said Mary Katherine 
Ishee, Sperryville resident and member 
of the Planning Commission.

The Rappahannock County Water 
and Sewer Authority, which oversees 
the plant’s operation, hired a contractor 
to study the sources of water in�ltration 
as well as costs associated with a major 
overhaul of the aging facility.

The supply of drinking water is a 
concern.

“There is de�nitely a water quantity 
problem in Sperryville,” said Junk. 
“When I was on the commission, we 
did water quantity studies in the area. 
We sit on bedrock and you have to drill 
deep, in some cases up to 1,000 feet, 
and fracture the rock to �nd water. I can 
tell you drilling 13 wells on the Mt. Airy 
property would have an e�ect on people 
here,” he said. 

A 1996 groundwater evaluation study 
prepared for the Planning Commission 
con�rmed: “Di�culties obtaining 
adequate well yields occur in areas 

where the bedrock contains minimal 
water-bearing fractures, such as near the 
center of Sperryville.” If groundwater 
withdrawals increase in the future, the 
study continued, especially at high 
withdrawal rates, limited groundwater 
storage and the “poorly developed 
fracture network” over much of the 
area “will increase the likelihood of 
widespread impacts to water levels in 
existing wells.”

And then there’s tra�c, along the 
highways and on the village’s narrow 
historic Main Street.

Sperryville residents’ long-time 
concerns about tra�c and pedestrian 
safety were rea�rmed by SCA’s 
community survey. 

According to the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT), 
the total tra�c count along major 
highways in and around Sperryville 
is over 2.6 million vehicles annually. 
That breaks down to 1,387,800 vehicles 
on U.S. 211 between the town of 
Washington and Sperryville; 657,000 

vehicles on U.S. 522 between the 
Culpeper County line and Sperryville, 
and 620,000 vehicles on U.S. 211 
between Sperryville and the SNP.

As reported in the Aug. 12 edition of 
this paper, VDOT completed a tra�c 
speed study in July along the U.S. 211 
corridor from the intersection with 
Sperryville Pike (U.S. 522) 2.9 miles 
west toward the park. The study was 
requested by the BOS and looked at the 
possibility of reducing the current speed 
limit from 45 m.p.h. to 35 m.p.h. and 
evaluating removal of the passing zones 
near the park.

Data was collected at three 
locations along the corridor. Although 
there were 27 crashes over a �ve-
year period, speeding contributed to 
only �ve. The study concluded the 
speed limit should not be lowered 
to 35 m.p.h. because monitored 
vehicle speeds did not exceed the 
threshold set by the Federal Highway 
Administration. Also recommended: 
Keeping the passing zones.

Supervisor Smith expressed concern 
about the VDOT report earlier this 
month at a BOS meeting. “I think that 
there are going to be a lot of unhappy 
people. They want drivers to slow down 
through Sperryville up to the park. It’s a 
dangerous area,” she said. 

Although VDOT does not have 
an established process to appeal the 
decision, Smith and other supervisors 
remained concerned about tra�c, 
especially during the fall foliage season, 
and expressed interest in looking for 
ways to have the decision revisited. 
Whitson suggested, as an interim 
measure, stationing electronic “reader 
boards” during foliage season urging 
drivers to slow down. VDOT tra�c 
engineer Troy Austin expressed support 
for the signs. 

“At the end of the day, every village 
or town has its challenges. Being on U.S. 
522, and U.S. 211 and a gateway to SNP 
creates some unique tra�c challenges 
for Sperryville, and at the same time 
contributes to the busy and bustling 
community,” said Smith. 

“Sperryville’s Main Street is very 
narrow so there is not a lot of wiggle 
room for additional pedestrian and 
tra�c safety measures,” said Mark 
Nesbit, VDOT’s residency engineer 
in Warrenton. He said VDOT 
would continue to explore options 
with Smith and others to improve 
conditions in the village.

Ishee is concerned that COVID has 
increased the number of visitors to 
the SNP and the county, and that such 
pressure will “threaten to strain our 
small, winding rural roads and could 
ruin the charm of our villages and rural 
areas. This should make us doubly 
cautious about any zoning changes that 
could put new pressures on our roads.” 

Business & tourism
In 2020, 1.666 million visitors came 

to Shenandoah National Park. Park 
authorities estimate about 30 percent, 
or 500,000 of them, arrived through 
the Thornton Gap entrance, just seven 
miles west of the village. Overall, 
the SNP estimates visitors spent 

SPERRYVILLE at a Crossroads

SPERRYVILLE
From Page 13

“If the highway commercial district along U.S. 211 toward the 
park were heavily developed, it’s hard to see how the 
existing Sperryville sewer system could support it.”

— MARY KATHERINE ISHEE, Sperryville resident and member of the county 
Planning Commission on the Rappahannock County Water and 

Sewer Authority’s Sperryville plant, above.

PHOTOS BY LUKE CHRISTOPHER FOR FOOTHILLS FORUM

“For Sperryville, we are just more than good neighbors, 
we are ‘kissing cousins.’”

— PATTI PETERSON, board member of Shenandoah National Park Trust, 
and village resident, about the town’s relationship with the park

“�ere used to be men who would stand around the co�ee pot 
at the Corner Store and talk every morning. 

�at doesn’t happen anymore...”
— BARBARA ADOLFI, longtime Sperryville resident
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$96.7 million and created 1,190 
local jobs in communities near the 

park. 
"We gain huge economic and other 

bene�ts from our proximity to the 
SNP,” said Ishee. “Finding ways to 
maintain the rural charm of the route 
from Sperryville to the Park should be a 
very high priority, as well as protecting 
all county viewsheds leading to, and 
from, the SNP.” 

A 2010 study by the National 
Parks and Conservation Association 
on SNP gateway communities 
stated: “Shenandoah National Park 
and its neighboring communities 
share a landscape. The surrounding 
communities and countryside are 
as essential to the park and the ‘park 
experience’ as the park is to the 
character of this region.”

What does it mean to be the neighbor 
of a national park? “For Sperryville, 
we are just more than good neighbors, 
we are 'kissing cousins,’ said Patti 
Peterson, a village resident, former 
university president and board member 
of Shenandoah National Park Trust. 
“We share the same natural ecosystems, 
wildlife habitat, and forests, and have 
to think about almost everything we 
do. It doesn’t mean we don’t respect 
growth and change; the question is how 
we do it.” In the balance, she asked: 
“Do we want to remain an attractive, 
well-planned environmental magnet as 
opposed to a helter-skelter development 
that will not honor the principles stated 
in the Comprehensive Plan?”

Among its 234 countywide 
members, the nonpro�t Businesses of 
Rappahannock says 62 of them — 26 
percent — are located in Sperryville. 
Many line Main Street, like the newly 
sold Three Blacksmiths. Others cluster 
near the Old Schoolhouse and in the 
River District complex. To the east sits 
the new Pen Druid brewery along U.S. 
522. To the west, park visitors pass such 
establishments as O� the Grid, Rugged 
Mountain Creations, Central Co�ee 
Roasters and Sperryville Trading Post.

The village’s future
“In the past �ve years a lot of new 

folks have moved into the village area,” 
said Aileen Johnson, 92, whose family 
roots go back several generations. 
“Now that everything seems to cater to 
weekenders and tourists, it’s just too 
expensive for the locals. I don’t want to 
be critical of anyone, but I would like 
to see an a�ordable restaurant where a 
family could take their kids for a hot dog 
and hamburger,” she said.

“Gentri�cation, that’s the word,” said 
Barbara Adol�, a long-time resident and 
former Sperryville columnist for the 
Rappahannock News.

“There used to be men who would 
stand around the co�ee pot at the 
Corner Store and talk every morning,” 
she recalled. “That doesn’t happen 
anymore because there is no place for a 
lot of old timers to go for an a�ordable 
lunch or a cup of co�ee. It is sad to see 
this happening but the hard truth is that 
nobody is going to put a business on 
Main Street that isn’t highly pro�table. 
Not only is the cost of property high, 
but any business must be able to 
survive the vicissitudes of seasonal 
income,” she said.

“I wouldn’t call it gentri�cation 
so much as it is change,” said Martin 
Woodard, owner of Thornton River 
Art gallery, who moved to Sperryville 
with his wife, Cheri, in 1976 to start 
Faith Mountain herb and antique 
shop. “When we �rst arrived, there 
was only one other business on Main 
Street. The village has grown and 
changed since then and that growth 
has accelerated in the last �ve years. 
This place has always attracted people 
with creative ideas and energy.” 

As an indicator of growing 

a£uence in Sperryville and the 
county, Compass Capital Investments 
of Fincastle, Virginia, recently opened a 
branch o¥ce in the village. “We opened 
… to provide an opportunity to make 
a positive impact on the community 
and help residents from all walks of life 
with �nancial planning and investing.” 
said Brian Taylor, who was raised in 
the Sperryville area, but now lives in 
Troutville, Virginia. “Rappahannock 
is a fairly wealthy county, whether it’s 
money that has been there or money 
that has moved into the county,” he 
said. 

Taylor, whose family goes back 
eight generations in the county, said 
he hoped that the increasing a£uence 
in the county would not “squeeze out” 
longtime residents. “There are a lot of 
folks I went to school with and others 
who would love to live here but can’t 
a�ord it. I hope we can become a more 
diverse community by helping local 

folks who are just starting 
their careers, retirees and 
newcomers,” he said.

Robert “Archer” 
Chapman, a SCA leader 
and businessman, moved 
to Sperryville �ve years 
ago from Washington, 
D.C. He owns Main 
Street’s Happy Camper 
out�tter store and has 
redeveloped several 
properties in the village 
area. “A lot of people in 
D.C. are talking about 
Sperryville; it’s on the lips 

of a lot of Realtors and buyers,” he said.
 “I wouldn’t want this place to be 

like Middleburg,” said Chapman. 
“It would be good to see a few more 
stores and activities for the local folks 
and tourists, but without destroying 
the culture and the existing 
structures ... here.” 

Junk, who once ran an antiques 
business in the village, noted the 
importance of business owners who 
live in the community. “This place 
has thrived because many of the 
people who own businesses here 
live here. They have skin in the game 
and that is wonderful. That is how 
Sperryville started out,” he said.

HISTORY

What was the Sperryville 
Gateway Project?

Twenty-three years ago, a group 
of Sperryville and county residents 
assembled, according to the July 
22, 1998, Rappahannock News, 
and “wrote a preliminary plan for 
growth in a way they want it — to 
make Sperryville a place where the 
quality of life is valued, protected and 
nurtured.” 

�e result was the “Sperryville 
Gateway Project.” Endorsed by the 
county Board of Supervisors the 
following year, the project focused 
on improving tra�c and pedestrian 
safety and enhancing the village’s 
historic district as a “gateway” to 
Shenandoah National Park (SNP).

�e project’s objectives were 
similar to those being discussed by 
today’s village residents, notably in 
the results of the survey conducted 
by the Sperryville Community 
Association (SCA):

• Maintain the rural character, 
scenic and historic values of 
Sperryville and the county.

• Preserve and enhance the 
village’s historic district.

• Provide a safe, pedestrian-
friendly environment.

• Connect the village with the 
commercial area along U.S. Highway 
211.

• Grow the local economy by 
enhancing tourism.

“Many of the project’s objectives, 
like pedestrian safety, trails and 
bike paths, and improving tourism 
are things that were mentioned in 
SCA’s recent survey,” said Kerry 
Sutten, SCA president. “We look 
forward to working on these issues 
in the future.”

The project was planned in 
two phases. The first called for 
construction of a footbridge over 
the Thornton River connecting the 
village to the Old Schoolhouse 
commercial area; lowering and 
resurfacing Main Street; burying 
utility lines, installing new 
signage, lighting, and plantings; 
and laying the groundwork for 
exhibits on Sperryville’s history as 
a transportation hub. The second 
phase envisioned construction 
of a bicycle and pedestrian path 
connecting the village west to the 
commercial area along U.S. 211 and 
ending at the park.

The pedestrian bridge, 
sidewalks and road resurfacing 
were completed with state and 
local funds at a cost of $225,000, 
according to project chairman, 
Tom Junk. The bike path and other 
projects were left to another day.

— Bob Hurley
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 WHAT IS FOOTHILLS FORUM?
Foothills Forum 

is an independent, 
community-
supported nonprofit 
tackling the need 

for in-depth research and reporting 
on Rappahannock County issues. 
�e group has an agreement with 
Rappahannock Media, owner of the 
Rappahannock News, to present this 
and other reporting projects. 

 More at foothillsforum.org

What do you think?
Send feedback to editor@rappnews.com

“Now that everything seems to cater to weekenders and 
tourists, it’s just too expensive for the locals.”

— AILEEN JOHNSON, mulit-generational Sperryville resident

“I wouldn’t call it 
gentrification so much as 

it is change...�is place has 
always attracted people with 
creative ideas and energy.” 

— MARTIN WOODARD, 
who moved to Sperryville in 1976




