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The 550 cows at Keith and 
Deanne Marshall’s Unionville 
dairy farm would seem to live 

an enviable life. They eat when they 
want. They get milked when they 
want. They have high-energy organic 
grasses in their pastures and they 
rotate among those daily. They even 
have waterbed-like stalls in the milk-
ing parlor that further their comfort 
before their milking. 

It’s quite an operation. And it’s defi-
nitely not a traditional dairy farm. 

“We cater to their every need,” 
Deanne Marshall says with genuine 
affection for their 550-member, mixed-
breed herd. “They’re very comfortable. 
They’ve got it made!”

That’s not to mean the dairy business 
is easy, though. For the Marshalls’ cows 
it may be, but the dairy didn’t get here 
easily. 

Marshall said her husband, his broth-
er and her father-in-law purchased 
the farm more than 40 years ago, but 
only in the last few years have she and 
Keith reimagined and specifically re-
engineered their dairy farm operation 
to more of what she called a “European” 
operation. 

“I don’t think there is anyone else in 
the United States with an operation like 
this,” she said. “We’re definitely the only 
organic, robotic dairy in this area.”

Organic. Driving into the farm, any 
visitor is keenly alerted to that designa-
tion as signs mark the farm as a “bios-
ecure area,” regulated by the United 
States Department of Agriculture. To 
qualify, the Marshalls’ entire operation 
is inspected thoroughly and regularly. 
They use no penicillin, no antibiotics 
on their cattle, whose milk is sold and 
marketed under grocery giant Harris-
Teeter’s organic label. 

Robotic. The dairy has nine, fascinat-
ingly efficient robotic milking machines 
that do everything from cleaning the 
dairy cows’ udders, to testing the milk 
for impurities and calculating produc-
tion per milking quarter. A large red 
cow outside the dairy office is a sym-
bol of the Lely company that makes 
the Marshalls’ nine robotic milking 
machines that measure and perform 
just about everything imaginable as 
part of the operation. Collars around 
each cow’s neck identify them to the 

Happy 
herd

Marshalls create 
unique organic, 

robotic dairy

Dairy cows at the Marshall 
farm in Unionville have a tre-

mendous amount of freedom. 
They can eat when they want, 

milk when they feel like it 
and lounge on comfortable, 

water bed-like pads in the 
barn. When they’re ready to 
be milked, they enter a stall 

that cleans their udders, and 
connects a robotic milker that 

records an array of data and 
tests the milk as it’s being col-
lected. Deanne Marshall visits 

with one of the calves in the 
calving barn. The farm collects 

more than 60,000 gallons of 
milk daily. For more photos, 
visit www.orangenews.com.
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Non-profit organizations and agen-
cies are encouraged to submit coming 
events and activities to publish in the 

Review. Email jpoole@orangenews.com 
or news@orangenews.com by noon 
Monday for Thursday publication.

JUNE 9 – 12
OVFC FAIR

The Orange Volunteer Fire Company 
announced last week its fair will be held 
June 9 to 12. The fair will begin each 
night at 6 p.m., with a Saturday mati-
nee from 1 to 5 p.m. Advance ordering 
for wrist bands is available for matinee 
times on Wednesday from 6 to 10 p.m. 
and Saturday from 1 to 5 p.m. at the fire 
company website at www.orangevfc.com. 
Mask use is encouraged and the fair will 
be following local health department rec-
ommendations to help reduce the spread 
of COVID-19.

JUNE 10
MONTPELIER BOOK TALK

James Madison’s Montpelier will hold 
a free Juneteenth virtual book talk with 
Glenda Armand Thursday, June 10, at 7 
p.m. Armand will discuss “Love Twelve 
Miles Long.” Register at www.montpelier.
org.

JUNE 11
“BEGINNING TO SEE THE LIGHT”

Four County Players and Silver Fox 
present “Beginning to See the Light: A 
Four County Players Cabaret,” in the 
Barboursville Community  Park, Friday, 
June 11. Featuring a cast of both famil-
iar and new musical talent, Four County 
Players will celebrate its return to live, 
in-person performances with an evening 
of upbeat musical theater songs cen-
tered around themes of hope, love, and 
life. The show will last approximately 100 
minutes with no intermission. Rain date 
is Sunday, June 13, at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets will be sold in groups (pods) 
of two, four, six or eight. No individual 
tickets will be sold.  Those purchasing 
tickets for two, four or eight are asked to 
bring their own chairs. Six-ticket pods will 
be seated at picnic tables. There will be 
no tickets available at the door. Tickets 
are by reservation only. Gates open at 
6:30 p.m. and all patrons are asked to 
arrive by 7 p.m. for parking, check-in and 
seating. For tickets or more information, 
visit www.fourcp.org or 4countyplayers@
fourcp.org.

JUNE 12
BLUE RIDGE CHORALE VIRTUAL 

CONCERT
Blue Ridge Chorale will hold a virtual 

spring concert Saturday, June 12. The 
chorale, is directed by C. Alexander 
Smith, with Melanie Bolas the assistant 
director, Brittany Bache accompanist and 
Kathy Pellegreen assistant accompanist 
will present their virtual concert at www.
brcsings.com. Online Donations are 
gratefully accepted.

PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT
Adult Community Education of Louisa 

(which serves the Gordonsville area) 
will hold a double-elimination pickle-
ball tournament Saturday, June 12, at 
Trevilians Elementary School. The cost 
is $30 per person and includes food, 

raffles and prizes. Players are asked to 
self-rate, according to the USA Pickleball 
Skill Rating scale. Pay by credit card on 
the phone or send a check to: ACE P.O. 
Box 872, Louisa, VA 23093. Register by 
calling Louisa Parks and Rec at (540) 
967-4420.

HOPSICE BEREAVEMENT CAMP
Hospice of the Piedmont will hold its 

2021 Journeys Summer Bereavement 
Day Camp June 12, from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. This camp is being offered for 
children and teens (5-18) who are af-
fected by the death of a loved one. The 
program is provided as a public service 
and is funded by donations from grants 
and the community at large. Camps 
provide a safe and supportive environ-
ment that gives grieving children the 
opportunity to discover that they are not 
alone and that their feelings are normal. 
The half-day outdoor summer camp will 
be held at Moorman’s River Camp in 
Free Union. It will be facilitated by the 
Living Earth School. The day’s activities 
will include art expression, nature edu-
cation and exploration, catered lunch, 
and a real campfire with s’mores to end 
the day. Transportation will be provided 
to and from camp at certain locations if 
requested.  For an application or more 
information about camps or bereavement 
support for children, teens, and parents, 
call the Center for Children’s Journeys 
program at Hospice of the Piedmont at 
(434) 817-6900 or 1-800-975-5501, or 
visit www.hopva.org.

FLAG DAY EVENT
The Culpeper Minute Men Daughters 

and Sons of the American Revolution 
will be celebrating Flag Day Saturday, 
June 12, at 11 a.m. at the DAR Culpeper 
Minute Men Monument off Monument 
Ave in Culpeper. There will be a dem-
onstration from the VASSAR Flag Chest 
showing and talking about the various 
flags that brought forth the Star Spangled 
Banner.

JUNE 19
JUNETEENTH AT MONTPELIER
As part of its month-long celebration 

of Juneteenth, Montpelier will open its 
award-winning exhibition “The Mere 
Distinction of Colour,” the South Yard 
structures, and the Gilmore Cabin, to 
visitors. In addition, the 1910 Train Depot 
will be open for self-guided exploration. 
Montpelier will be open from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Saturday, June 19. A property pass 
is required for entry. For more informa-
tion, visit www.montpelier.org.

BULL RUN HUNT PUPPY PARTY
The Bull Run Hunt Club will hold a 

“puppy party” Saturday, June 19, at 
2 p.m. at Highlands.  The day’s event 
will feature a puppy show, Jack Russell 
Terrier races and fun dog classes all in 
one event. The event begins at 2 p.m. 
with Jack Russell races ($5 per dog, per 
race) and is followed by fun classes at 
3:30 p.m. Costume, trick and surprise 
classes are open to all dogs at $5 per 
dog per class. Puppy classes begin at 
5 p.m. with a sponsor auction to follow 
supporting puppies entering the season. 
For pre-entry or more information, con-
tact Jody Michel at (410) 829-6004.

JUNE 20
MONTPELIER BOOK TALK

Join Daniel Farber as he discusses 
state secession and the Civil War in 
“Lincoln’s Constitution” Sunday, June 
20, at 5 p.m. The latest installment in 
Montpelier’s Constitution 101 series is 
free for members and $25 for non-mem-
bers. Register at www.montpelier.org.

JUNE 22
HOSPICE VIRTUAL 

CONVERSATION
Hospice of the Piedmont will hold a 

virtual community conversation with entre-
peneur Bob Kahn Tuesday, June 22, at 1 
p.m. Kahn, a successful local entrepreneur 
and commercial real estate broker, was 
diagnosed with stage 4 pancreatic cancer 
in December 2020, but did not view his 
life-limiting diagnosis as a death sentence. 
Quite the opposite. He turned away from 
fear and embraced the idea of living each 
day to the fullest. During this event, Kahn 
will share steps in treatment after his 
diagnosis, his hopes for the future, and 
how he is measuring quality of life each 
and every day. There will also be a ques-
tion and answer period segment during 
which community members may ask ques-
tions of a panel that will include Kahn and 
healthcare professionals from Hospice of 
the Piedmont and the University of Virginia. 
This event is free and open to the public. 
For registration or more information, visit 
www.hopva.org/community-conversations.  

RRCSB PUBLIC HEARING
The Rappahannock Rapidan 

Community Services Board and Area 
Agency on Aging will conduct a public 
hearing on Tuesday, June 22, at 2:30 
p.m.  to receive comments on the 
proposed area plan for aging services 
and services provided under its perfor-
mance contract with the Department of 
Behavioral Health and Developmental 
Services (DBHDS) for fiscal year 2022. 
Check the RRCS website at www.rrcsb.
org/ for detailed invitation information, 
including the in-person meeting location.

JUNE 22 - JULY 23
CNA COURSE

The Orange County Department of 
Social Services adult education center 
will host a certified nursing assistant 
class June 22 to July 23, every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. Classes will 
be held from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with 
five clinical days scheduled from 6 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. All participants must be fully 
vaccinated and tested once a week on 
Mondays at Dogwood Village of Orange 
County. There are no make-up days. For 
information or to register, contact Bernice 
Washington at 672-1155 or email her at 
bernice.washington@dss.virginia.gov.

JUNE 22 - AUG. 10
VIRTUAL CAREGIVER SERIES
Aging Together is offering a free, vir-

tual summer caregiver serires from June 
through August. The six-session series 
offers information and education on 
the challenges of caregiving. Each ses-
sion is one hour and begins at 10 a.m. 
The series is for family and professional 
caregivers. Sessions are scheduled June 
8, June 22, July 13, July 27, August 10 
and August 24. Attend one or as many 

as you’d like. Those who participated in 
all six sessions will receive a certificate. 
Register at www.agingtogether.org/
upcoming programs. Each program will 
have a separate registration. Call (540) 
829-6405 for more information.

JUNE 23
RRRC MEETING

The Rappahannock-Rapidan Regional 
Commission will meet on Wednesday, 
June 23, beginning at 1 p.m. The meet-
ing will be held at the Warrenton Town 
Hall, 21 Main Street, Warrenton and via 
electronic means. Electronic access is 
planned to be available on the commis-
sion’s YouTube page. Public comment 
may be submitted via email prior to the 
meeting to planinfo@rrregion.org or by 
calling (540) 829-7450, ext. 11 by 12:30 
p.m. oon June 23. The agenda and sup-
porting materials will be posted to the 
Commission website one week in ad-
vance of the meeting.

JUNE 26
PWC ROCKWATER 5K RACE

Sponsored by Powell Wellness Center 
(PWC), this race at Rockwater Park in 
Culpeper is open to runners and walk-
ers of all ages. Early bird registration 
through June 13 includes a race shirt. 
Proceeds from the race will help support 
Powell Wellness Center’s medical fitness 
scholarship program for low-income 
community members. A free cool-down 
class will be offered after the race. 
Questions may be directed to Whitney 
Propps at wpropps@culpeperwellness.
org or (540) 445-5388.  Registration 
is open through June 25 at www.
runsignup.com/Race/VA/Culpeper/
PowellWellnessCentersRockwater5k

JULY 9 - 16
4CP SUMMER CAMP

Four County Players announces it will 
offer its traditional summer camp and a 
production intensive camp both in-person 
this summer. The traditional camp will be 
spread over two weeks. For COVID safety, 
Four County Players is reducing the num-
ber of campers and staff for each week, 
and participants are asked to sign up 
for one session only. Session 1 will be 
held July 9-13, with session 2 July 12-
16. Campers who have signed up for the 
traditional camp may also sign up for the 
production intensive (July 26-30), though 
campers do not have to participate in the 
traditional camp to attend the intensive 
camp. Details and registration can be 
found at www.fourcp.org. For questions, 
contact Tres Wells at tres@fourcp.org.

JULY 17
GERMANNA CONFERENCE

The 64th annual Germanna Foundation 
Conference will be held virtually July 13-
17. Conference sessions Tuesday through 
Thursday will focus on programming about 
Germanna and opportunities to support its 
mission. Those sessions are free and open 
to all. Friday and Saturday programs will 
focus on on the four cultures that intersect 
at Germanna: Native American, English, 
African American, and German. Each day 
has three live sessions which start at 1 
p.m. daily. The cost to attend each day is 
$30. Visit www.germanna.org to register or 
for more information.

COMING EVENTS

machines, which can allow or 
prevent access to milking, not 
to mention alert the Marshalls 
and their staff if any of the herd 
have become sick or other-
wise compromised.  From her 
phone, Marshall can receive 
alerts or check in on the condi-
tion of any in the herd. 

This “European” model of 
dairying puts the herd on small 
pastures with daily, rotational 
grazing. The Marshalls plant 
clover, rye, fescue and supple-
ment the grasses with natural 
nutrients (including peanuts 
and other supplements) that 
are roasted and blended with 
feed freely distributed in the 
efficient and bovinely luxuri-
ous milking parlor. Marshall 
credits her husband, Keith, 
with the entire design of the 
operation, which appears 

simultaneously airy and yet 
compact. Through it all, the 
herd flows at its discretion, 
except for a few hours early 
each morning when they’re 
turned out to the pasture so 
farm staff can clean the milk-
ing barn. Even that is a marvel. 
A special floor, designed and 
constructed in Belgium, allows 
waste to channel into an un-
derground pit below and away. 
Automatic feeders distribute 
food to happy, hungry herd 
members as others lounge on 
soft, nearby beds that respond 
to their movements. When they 
cows feel ready to milk, they 
know the way to the machines, 
though their collars won’t per-
mit access if they’re not ready 
to return. 

Once in the robotic milking 
stall, a gate encloses the cow, 

while the machine offers the 
cow food during the seven-to-
nine-minute milking process. 
As the cow munches away, a 
cleaning process begins with 
the robot cleaning and steril-
izing the cow’s udder before a 
laser connects multiple milk-
ing tubes to each teat on the 
udder. A computer screen on 
the vending-machine size ap-
paratus illustrates the output 
from each quarter of the cow’s 
teat as a glass bowl captures 
the “liquid gold” from six dif-
ferent supply lines. The com-
puter identifies when the cow’s 
production is complete and 
tests each batch before sending 
it on to the bulk tank nearby. 

“We never touch the milk,” 
Deanne Marshall says. “The 
computer tells us everything 
we need to know about the 

cow and the milk.”
The dairy harvests more 

than 60,000 gallons of milk 
daily filling enormous stainless 
steel tanks in a nearby build-
ing. 

Marshall said the goal is to 
fill a visiting milk tanker truck 
every other day which hauls 
the milk to a processing plant 
in North Carolina. 

The Marshalls began build-
ing their specialized operation 
in 2015 and began operating 
it in earnest in August 2017. 
It took four to five weeks to 
“train” the cows, she said, but 
once the herd learned the 
routine, it helped model the 
behavior for new members. 

“When a new cow comes in, 
they see what the others are do-
ing and fall in,” Marshall said. 

Most of the herd is home-

grown in nearby calving barns 
that separate new members by 
age range. Ultimately, they’ll 
end up eating, lounging and 
milking in the parlor across the 
farm. 

Last month, the Marshalls 
welcomed county officials, 
business leaders and friends 
to an open house at the dairy, 
offering tours of the compre-
hensive operation. 

Marshall was quick to credit 
the farm staff for the dairy’s 
success. 

“It’s taken a few years, but 
we’ve gotten into a good 
groove,” she said. “We’ve got 
awesome employees who 
know how to avoid or fix prob-
lems. We’ve got great people 
here.” 

And hundreds of happy 
looking cows. 

> Dairy continued from page B1


