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5th:Meatloaf
Sides: Fried potatoes, hash brown potatoes

6th: $7.99 fish special & pew pew shrimp, $5.99 Fish sandwich
(reg bun)
Sides: Beets, Mac and Cheese

7th: $7.99 fish special & pew pew shrimp, $5.99 Fish sandwich
(reg bun)
Sides: Collards, peas

8th: 10% off Rapidan Valley Farm Beef Products

9th: Pork Chop Meal with Corn & Peas
Sides: corn, peas

10th: Taco Tuesday! 3 tacos (soft or hard, chicken or beef )
topped with lettuce and cheese, served with corn $6.99,
Pretzels $2.99 Sides: Corn & Baked Beans

11th: Stuffed Peppers with mac and cheese
Sides: Cabbage, mac and cheese

SpecialS

Check out our Facebook for additional deals throughout the week

BY KATHleen BoRRelli
Staff Writer

Editor’s note: Check out our website 
for a video of Williams playing music 
in his studio.

Aljourney Williams’ family has 
lived in Greene ever since his 
great-grandfather bought the 

first half of their original 13 acres in 
the early 1880s—or nearly 140 years. 
For the past 75, Journey’s Piano Tune 
& Repair has set up shop along Swift 
Run Road in Ruckersville. He built the 
workshop himself, and in his younger 
years he traveled all over the country 
fixing and tuning pianos for types of 
clients.

“I reckon I was about 12 when we 
first got a piano, and Mama wanted 
my sister to play,” Williams recently 
recalled. “I was the driver in the house 
at that time, so I had to drive her to 
Charlottesville on Saturdays to take her 
music lessons. I decided I was going to 
do some along with her.”

The family got the piano from a 
cousin in Washington, D.C., and a 
friend who hauled cows from Baltimore 
helped move it to the house in Greene.

“After the piano got to the house, I 
played the piano every day,” Williams 
said. “Daddy kept us in the field all the 
time on the farm, (so) I had to play at 
lunchtime. I started learning, and I’d 
pick up a sound from anybody I could. 
I wish I could’ve had more music.”

Williams dropped out of school in 
the seventh grade to help take care of 
his dad and started picking up jobs all 
over the county as a handyman. He 
later worked in a factory for a manufac-
turing company and also did deliver-
ies, drove a truck and learned carpen-
try and bricklaying. All the while, he 
continued practicing his piano when-
ever he had a spare moment.

“I can read some songs,” he said. “I 
didn’t really study music long enough, 
but all the songs that I learned I can 
(still) play. I learned a whole lot of 
music just by looking at it, finding what 
key it’s in, and I learned the rest of it on 
my own.”

Over the years, Williams has played 
in churches in just about every county 
in Virginia. He played for Shiloh Baptist 
Church in Stanardsville in the 1970s 
and 1980s and directed the church 
choir for more than a decade, and 
later played for Evergreene Retirement 
Community.

He got into the repair and tuning 
business after another practitioner told 
him he couldn’t do it.

“I got an old piano in the shop and 
I started piddling with it … I took it 
all the way down to nothing,” he said. 
“I was having a hard time with it, so I 
called Richmond Piano Rebuilders and 
asked them some questions. I wanted 
to get it back together, but they asked 
me what I’d done to it and I told them 
… they said it’s unfixable—you can’t 
fix it. Just throw that one away and get 
you another piano. For some reason I 
didn’t listen to that; I just kept fooling 
with it and kept on working on it until 
I started getting it back together myself 
… working on it and praying—I just 
wanted to do it.”

After working on the “unfixable” 
piano for a long time, Williams eventu-

ally got it back into playable condition.
“I just kept on going and eventually 

it started coming to me,” he said. “I had 
some songs I wanted to play so even-
tually I started learning how to tune 
it. I got it back together and tuned it, 
but I don’t know how I managed to do 
that—I’d hate to have to try that again. 
… The Richmond Piano Builders, they 
wouldn’t give me no help; but I kept 
going and I got it done—with the help 
of the Lord, I reckon.”

When he was finally finished work-
ing on the piano, it was in tune. Journey 
started practicing the two songs he 
really wanted to play—“Blueberry Hill” 
by Fats Domino and “What a Friend we 
have in Jesus,” an old Christian hymn. 
Some of his friends started to nag him 
about playing at a talent show that was 
going to be held at William Monroe 
High School, and Williams went up to 
the school to ask the teacher’s permis-
sion to enter the show.

“She asked me, could I do it? I told 
her I had already learned how to do it. 
She said it’s got to be in tune and I said 
I’d already tuned it. And she says, well 
bring it on,” Williams recalled. “We got 
it on a truck and carted it up to the high 
school and we moved (their) piano and 
put my piano in place of it. Everybody 
said it was good—I went on and played 
in the show.”

Although he had now repaired and 
tuned one piano, it hadn’t yet occurred 
to Williams that he could make a profit 
in this line of work. While working on 
another construction job, he got to 
talking about the piano and another 
gentleman asked how much he would 
charge to tune a piano; he said $15.

“He said he had an old piano at the 
house and if you come up there and 
tune it, I’ll give you $10,” Williams said. 
“So I went up there and stayed about 
half the night—I wasn’t too good at it 
but I stayed up about half the night 
and we got the old piano tuned. I don’t 
know how I done it, to tell you the 
truth—I tuned the piano without any 
equipment, just a hammer and playing 
on it.”

Williams made $10 for his first offi-
cial piano tuning job. Little did he 
know he would end up spending most 
of his life making a living off of his pas-
sion.

“I don’t know how in the world I ever 
tuned a piano with all them strings 
singing,” Williams said, explaining that 
professional piano tuners generally use 
a wedge to dampen the strings on 
either side so you can clearly hear the 
one you’re working on. “I got pretty 
good at tuning the piano. I could only 
tune it one way and that was the right 
way.”

When asked how he found the right 
tone without any sophisticated equip-
ment, he just points up to the Lord and 
smiles.

Williams eventually sold the piano 
he had carted up to the school—for a 
nice profit. He began to travel for work, 
taking every opportunity to visit piano 
stores and music stores and learn any-
thing and everything he could.

“I went to a guy’s piano store in 
Harrisonburg and me and him got to 
be very good friends,” he said. “I was 
trying to find out some things and he 
said, ‘Journey, you’ve got to have some 

equipment and parts and stuff like 
that.’ He helped me a whole lot and he 
gave me a handful of little parts and 
things.”

In addition to his first set of tools 
and parts, the store owner told Williams 
where to get booklets for ordering parts 
when he was working on a job. Every 
time he finished fixing a piano and sold 
it, he would get another one and start 
all over.

“People will just give them to you—
old pianos,” he explained. “I’d start 
stripping them down and refinishing 
them and just getting better all the 
time. After I really learned I could do 

it, I went up and asked the judge, did 
I have to have a license to tune pianos 
for people?”

The judge in Greene at that time 
was very familiar with Williams and his 
family.

“He said, ‘Can you do it, Journey?’ 
and I said, ‘I’m doing it.’ He said, ‘Do 
you do a good job?’ I said, ‘I’m doing a 
good job.’ And he said, ‘Well, get some 
cards made and just go ahead and 
do good work,’” Williams recalled. “He 
said, ‘As far as I can remember, nobody 
in the history ever lived in Greene 

Greene native has tickled the ivories for 75 years
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Aljourney Williams plays Fats Domino’s “Blueberry Hill” at his piano repair shop in Ruckersville. At 
87 years old, Williams has been playing for nearly 75 years.
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Williams played the same song for a Record reporter in 1992. He started playing at 12 years old 
and began his own piano tuning and repair business several years later.
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A Smarter
Way to Power
Your Home.
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Offer value when purchased at retail.
Solar panels sold separately.

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALLNOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This
offer expires Sept 30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated.
**Third party financing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer
for details. ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST
FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior
Discounts Available

8 VPS

AUGUST 6, 7 & 8

600 E. Laburnum Ave., Richmond, VA 23222
Richmond Raceway Complex

FRI: 1 - 8 | SAT: 10 - 6 | SUN: 10 - 5

Showmasters, Inc. │ (540)951-1344 │ SportsmanShow.comShowmasters, Inc. │ (540)951-1344 │ SportsmanShow.com

$1.00 OFF
ONE ADULT ADMISSION

VIRGINIA’S LARGEST HUNTING SHOW!
82nd Annual VPSA State Big Game Contest!

Deer, Bear & Turkey Contest!
Chef Albert - The Art of Backyard Butchering

Celebrity Guests – Carson Koury, Travis Stauch,
Scott Martin and more!

Educational and Entertaining Seminars!

For more information on dates and registration:
https://www.virginiaredistricting.org

Follow Us @CommissionVa

COMMONWEALTH
OF VIRGINIA

REDISTRICTING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Hearings to solicit public comments on the
drawing of state and congressional legislative districts

in Virginia.

A total of eight public hearings will be held in
July and August. Hearings are scheduled regionally

both in person and virtually. Hearings will be
livestreamed and archived online

VIRGINIA
REDISTRICTING
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County to tune no piano. If 
you tune piano, you’re the first 
one that ever did it in Greene 
County.’ So I just kept going.”

Williams has suffered from 
narcolepsy all his life. He used 
to fall asleep in school, and 
often had to move from job to 
job because of his tendency to 
fall asleep on the job. Luckily, 
he often found himself work-
ing for employers who would 
forgive the occasional nap in 
return for a job well done.

“I had a hard time with 
[the narcolepsy] but I just did 
the best I could with it and 
people trusted me,” he said. 
“We farmed, and when I got 
sleepy, I just had to take a nap, 
whatever I was doing. If I was 
helping my daddy farm or I 
was playing or whatever I was 
doing, I’d just say stop the 
horses and sit down, and that’s 
what I had to do the rest of my 
life—just sit down and take a 
nap and then get up and go 
ahead.”

Williams said he believes 
the Lord was looking out for 
him, because he never got in 
a car accident or fell off a roof 
during a job.

“I played piano for the 
church and I never did have 
that problem—I never did fall 
asleep in the church, for some 
reason,” he said.

At one time, Williams found 
himself working for Peter 
Daly , who was the manager 
of Greene County Economic 
Development Corporation. 
While helping to build shelters 
and restrooms to help under-
privileged people in the coun-
ty, Williams found himself tell-
ing Daly all about himself and 
his condition.

“And he said, there’s help 
for people like you—did you 
know that?” Williams said. “He 
said I’m going to tell you what 

you need to do because you 
know too much to not be able 
to survive by yourself … I’m 
going to give you (someone’s) 
number because you need a 
workshop.”

Daly put Williams in touch 
with the gentleman who was 
in charge of applications for 
disability assistance in the 
county. After meeting with the 
man and going through medi-
cal screenings to get approved, 
Williams was able to get finan-
cial assistance setting up his 
business.

“He got me through and set 
me up for my tools and I acted 
like a dummy and asked him 
could I build the shop, but 
they got me through that and 
let me do it,” he said.

Daly kept checking in on 
Williams over the years, giv-
ing him contact information 
for a local lumber company to 
get the supplies for his shop. 
He started out building pic-
nic tables and other furniture 
items, but kept coming back 
to pianos.

“I started getting good at 
that, so I stopped doing the 
other stuff and started working 
on pianos,” he said. “I named 
myself Journey’s Piano Tune & 
Repair and I’ve been doing it 
ever since.”

One client out of Wolftown 
said he had heard Williams 
had an ear for music and asked 
if he could come take a look at 
his baby grand piano. Despite 
having hired two college stu-
dents who were trained piano 
technicians to tune the instru-
ment, he still felt something 
didn’t sound quite right.

“He was a real musician—he 
had albums and all that—but 
he said something still didn’t 
sound right in that piano,” 
Williams said. “He lived way 
up in the mountains and when 
I went in the house he had the 
most beautiful baby grand pia-
no—I’d never seen anything 
like it. He played it and then I 
played it, and—Lord have mer-

cy—I said I reckon I done met 
my match now. That piano was 
about the most perfect piano I 
ever played in my life.”

Journey said he couldn’t see 
a thing wrong with the grand 
piano, but at the owner’s insis-
tence he agreed to stay and 
take a look inside.

“I turned it down out of 
tune and then I sat there and 
tuned it back up,” he said. “I 
had a tuning fork but very sel-
dom will I use a tuning fork, so 
I sat there and just re-tuned so 
I could play my stuff like I play. 
I just worked on it until I knew 
it was right.”

The owner came back the 
next day and demanded to 

know how Williams had fixed 
what was wrong with the 
piano, but Williams just said 
he tuned it up to the best of 
his knowledge. He still doesn’t 
know what was “wrong” with 
that particularly lovely instru-
ment.

Williams is 87 years old now 
and he can no longer drive 
due to his health and declining 
eyesight, but he’s still repairing 
and tuning pianos locally.

“This could be a powerful 
piano if somebody just knew,” 
he said of one of the antiques 
in his workshop. “Instead 
of buying a new piano, they 
can buy this piano and it just 
needs new strings and new key 

tops on it. … I got so now I 
can’t see, but you don’t have to 
see to tune a piano; you don’t 
have to see to play. Every key’s 
got a tune to it but you have to 
find it. You’ve got to keep on 
living—you can’t stop.”

To reconfirm the words of 
a Record reporter from 1992, 
“he still plays a mean version 
of Fats Domino’s ‘I found my 
thrill on Blueberry Hill.’”

For anyone interested in 
purchasing one of the refur-
bished pianos in Journey’s 
workshop, you can con-
tact him via his daughter at 
(434) 242-2785 or stop by the 
shop on Swift Run Road in 
Ruckersville.
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You can enjoy a video of Williams playing in his studio on the Greene County Record’s website (www.greene-news.
com) as part of the online edition of this article.

Girls Soccer
First Team

Forward: Sydney Dombrovskis, 
William Monroe: The University 
of Lynchburg signee scored more 
than 20 goals for the second time in 
her high school career and led the 
Greene Dragons to another post-
season berth.

Second Team
Sydney Devory, William Monroe

Boys Soccer
First Team

Defense: Will Auer, William 
Monroe: The senior center back 
was the last line of defense for the 
Greene Dragons this season and 
was effective in limiting scoring 
chances. He was a first-team all-
Northwestern District and Region 
3B selection.

Wrestling
First Team

Chris Taft, William Monroe: The 
junior posted a 16-6 mark on the 
season to secure a berth in the 
VHSL Class 3 state wrestling cham-

pionships. He reached the medal 
round and finished sixth.

Ethan Marcotte, William 
Monroe: Marcotte had a breakout 
season for the William Monroe 
wrestling team this winter. The 
junior posted an 18-8 record and 
earned a spot in the VHSL Class 3 
state wrestling championships. He 
finished sixth in the heavyweight 
division.

Boys Basketball
Coach of the Year

Cade Lemcke, Blue Ridge 
School: Lemcke continued to mold 
the Blue Ridge basketball program 
into a dynasty with another VISAA 
Division II state championship. 
Despite dealing with COVID-19 
protocols, the Barons posted a per-
fect 15-0 record, capping the sea-
son with a convincing 68-37 victory 
over Norfolk Collegiate in the state 
championship game. The title was 
the fourth during Lemcke’s ten-
ure at Blue Ridge and the Barons’ 
VISAA-best eighth state title as a 
program.

Player of the Year
Maliq Brown, Blue Ridge 

School: In his first two seasons at 
Blue Ridge, Brown was a defensive 
and rebounding dynamo for the 
Barons as they captured back-to-
back VISAA Division II state titles. 

The 6-foot-9 junior forward added 
to his game this season, emerg-
ing as a consistent scorer. Brown, 
who is rated as one of the top 100 
players in the country in the 2022 
class, averaged a career-high 12.9 
points a game for the Barons. He 
also filled up the stat sheet with 5.5 
rebounds, 3.9 assists, 3.3 steals and 
1.6 blocks a game as Blue Ridge 
cruised to another state title.

First Team
Derrick Jones, Blue Ridge 

School: The senior made the 
most of his final high school sea-
son with a breakout campaign at 
Blue Ridge. The senior guard aver-
aged 12.2 points, 6.8 rebounds, 1.7 
rebounds and 1.4 assists a game for 
the Barons en route to a state title. 
He was also named state tourna-
ment Most Valuable Player for the 
Barons.

Second Team
Michael Gray, Blue Ridge School;
Kobe Jerome, Blue Ridge School

Honorable mention
Logan Barbour, William Monroe;
Franklin Lindsay, William Monroe

Athletes
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Blue Ridge forward maliq Brown prepares to dunk the ball next 
against Hargrave during a game in St. George.


