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Dedication will honor railway
worker who sought to ‘go out with
his boots on’
By Logan Roddy, senior contributor

Posted in Harrisonburg Issues

Charles Hendricks, whose firm helped restore the old Harrisonburg station,
and Tinky Bryan’s grandchildren plan out the spot for the bench to honor the

longtime railway worker’s life.

By Logan Roddy, contributor

Walter P. “Tinky” Bryan’s life was nourished by his work and his
dedication to the railroad. In some ways, he delayed death by
delaying retirement from an industry that has always had an age limit
of 65.

But Bryan, the very epitome of the lunchpail-toting everyman, was, in
the end, mortal. 

Officially, it was a heart attack. Perhaps it was a broken heart. Either
way, Bryan died the way he lived: at the train station along the tracks
in Harrisonburg — and in a spot that Bryan’s descendants and
Harrisonburg residents plan to recognize him with a ceremony
dedicating a bench in his honor at 3 p.m. July 2 at the Chesapeake
Western Depot on Bruce Street. 

While no paper records officially confirm it, Bryan’s family members
and at least one historian believe Bryan was the oldest active railway
worker at the time of his death on July 3, 1973. 

Bryan’s grandson, Charles Tim Byers, will be conducting the
commencement, and he said his grandfather’s one wish was to “go
out with his boots on.”

“And on July 3, on the day of his retirement, he got his wish,” Byers
said.

Keeping the railroad in the game

Bryan worked in the rail industry for more than six decades,
beginning at the age of fourteen when he moved to Harrisonburg to
live with his grandfather. Starting as a pass agent selling tickets for
Wells Fargo, he occupied a variety of railroad roles, including
conducting a train that ran from Washington, D.C., to Philadelphia for
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.

“One of the ladies that rode his train quite frequently was Kate Smith,
who was the leading singer and notoriety of ‘God Bless America,’”
Byers said. “He got to know her, apparently, quite well.”

He became superintendent for track maintenance at the
Chesapeake & Western Rail in Harrisonburg in 1932, when the rise
of the trucking industry threatened the strength of the rail as a viable
mode of freight transportation. The then-owner Donald William
Thomas (known as D.W.) was losing business on shipping poultry
and dairy products up to New York and Philadelphia through the
Norfolk & Western and Pennsylvania railroads. Truckers insisted
they could handle the freight faster and cheaper.

Charles Grattan Price, Jr., wrote “a very informal, illustrated history of
Virginia’s most uncommon carrier: Chesapeake Western Railway,”
called The Crooked & Weedy. 

“There was nothing that Thomas could do other than stand
helplessly by to witness this highly lucrative traffic move—forever—to
truck transportation,” Price wrote. 

To give the railway a fighting chance in the new world of
transportation, it was Bryan who came up with the idea to implement
a truckline from Harrisonburg to Richmond that could carry freight
from the railroads along the way to companies and corporations in
the Shenandoah Valley that weren’t located as close to the tracks.

“So to beat the trucking companies at their own game, my
grandfather developed what was known as the nation’s first free
pickup and delivery service for less-carload freight shipments,” Byers
said.

As Price wrote in his book, that helped Chesapeake Western counter
the truckers’ flexibility as a delivery method. 

“It is worth noting that the (then) mighty Pennsylvania Railroad sent
observers to Harrisonburg to see and eventually copy this unique
extension of service originated by the aggressive little short line,”
Price wrote. 

The Harrisonburg-Richmond truckline ran for another 20 years after
its inception and even outperformed the railroad’s revenues during
that time. 

“And the problem with that was it also meant it needed more
manpower, more accounting problems and other time consuming
efforts,” Byers said.

Thomas eventually sold the truckline for a substantial profit in the
early 1950s, allowing him to focus his full attention to the railroad.

And all the while, Bryan was a constant along the tracks. 

“Bryan remained as a much valued vice-president of the
Chesapeake Western Railway,” Price wrote.

A ‘self-sustaining’ man

Bryan’s entire life was consumed by his dedication to the railway. He
worked from 6 a.m. until 7 p.m. six days a week, and he didn’t leave
the station until the last train had left for the day. 

When he wasn’t watching the tracks, he maintained a 7-acre farm at
the top of Port Republic Road, where he raised black angus beef
and prized hogs for sale.

“And of course the farm provided his own beef and food because he
also raised free-range chickens,” Byers said. “So he was a very self-
sustaining and self-contained man and the railroad provided him with
a very long and lucrative employment. It became his way of life and
he never ignored us, always made sure we had the things we
needed, always sent money during difficult times for my parents and
made sure things were taken care of in that way.”

Though he stood at a height of about 5’3” or 5’4”, Bryan could
“outwork two or three men half his age his entire life,” Byers
recalled. 

“He was a great study of mechanics, so if there needed something to
be moved, he either had a pipe or a lever or some mechanism to
move it without straining himself,” Byers said.

Bryan also displayed attention to detail and cleanliness regarding all
things relating to the rail. 

Byers recalled a story passed around often during Bryan’s time
conducting the train from D.C. to Philadelphia for the B&O. At that
time, Bryan worked with an engineer who routinely spat tobacco out
of the engine car’s window.

“And the engineer didn’t really care if the window was open or not,
and my grandfather cleaned the window so well it looked like it was
open, and one time the engineer spit the tobacco out and he had
cleaned it so well and locked it that it splashed right back in his face,”
Byers said.

His insistence on perfection benefitted Bryan’s boss when Thomas
decided it was time to exit the rail industry in the 1950s.

“His dedication to the railroad and attention to detail is what made
the railroad sort of attractive to the Norfolk & Western, and in the
‘30s and ‘40s, the only way Mr. Thomas could keep it afloat was by
putting a lot of his own cash into it to keep it going so it wouldn’t go
bankrupt,” Byers said. 

Norfolk & Western eventually bought the railroad “totalling $825,000
in exchange for the 6,000 shares of Chesapeake Western Railway
stock and the $666,000 of its bonds due in 2001,” Price wrote. 

The station continued to operate under the same name and as a
separate corporation by Norfolk & Western, which recouped its
investment on the station within nine years. Operation continued until
a fatal fire in 1982 which rendered the building inoperable.

Honoring legacies

In 2015, Charles Hendricks of Gaines Group Architects was looking
for a new office. He spent idle time and lunch breaks wandering
downtown Harrisonburg and couldn’t keep his eyes off of the
battered old Chesapeake Western Building. A year later, after
negotiations with historic tax credits and R.S. Monger, Hendricks was
upstairs in his office of the newly-renovated old railroad station.

“I love this building, which happens to be a train station,” Hendricks
said. “So, now I know more about trains because I need to answer
people’s questions when they come to see the building.”

The upstairs foyer is filled with artifacts and collectibles provided by
people who have history with the building — or have family who did.
Old passenger line tickets, newspaper articles about the C&W,
photographs of old employees, and an antique oil can decorate the
space and continue on its century-long impact on Harrisonburg.

Hendricks said largely because of the reception he’s gotten from
train enthusiasts after the building’s renovation, he’s inadvertently
become one himself.

“Anything that we can do to honor the history of this building, I’ve
fallen in love with this building, this is my building,” Hendricks said. “I
love the stories, I love putting those pieces of history together and
finding out what the passions were and who was involved with it.”

And those stories are part of the community’s fabric. 

“It’s really cool to be able to celebrate the history of this building and
what it means for downtown,” Hendricks said. “Harrisonburg wouldn’t
be as big as it is if it wasn’t for this rail line.”

A bench with this plaque will honor longtime railway worker Walter “Tinky”
Bryan.

The end cometh 

On one family trip to Myrtle Beach for the Fourth of July in 1973,
Byers recalled stopping in Harrisonburg at his grandfather Bryan’s
farm for a night and two days before heading south. His grandfather
was 81 at the time but still on the job despite the industry’s
mandatory retirement age of 65 for railroad workers.

“We had a little discussion out on the front porch,” Byers said. “He
said, ‘They’re gonna make me retire.’ And he’s like, ‘They tried to
make me retire at 65, they tried to make me retire at 70, 75, and I’m
not gonna retire this time.’ And I thought, well you’ve found a way to
outsmart them for all those, you’ll find a way to outsmart them for the
rest of the time.”

As Price wrote in The Crooked & Weedy, “Bryan had a horror of
retirement, stating he wanted to keep working—to ‘go out with his
boots on!’ N&W officials, acutely aware of Bryan’s value to both
railroads as an ‘ambassador of good will’ continued to find ways to
bend the strict retirement-at-65 rules.”

But the general manager at the time, Mike Franke, got the call from
headquarters in Roanoke that Bryan’s career had to come to its
inevitable end. 

“And he broke the news to him as gently as he could, and I guess
deep down Tinky didn’t take it as well as he should’ve, and he went
and he sat down,” Byers said.

Bryan had a larger-than-life reputation in Harrisonburg, and his
coworkers and others who knew him weren’t about to let him go
without a proper celebration. They set out to gather supplies as
Bryan remained seated on a bench in the freight warehouse.

“If you had anything to do with any business, the mail, the passenger
service, the freight, because from ages 14-81 he spent them in
Harrisonburg, so he was well known,” Byers said. “They went out
and got some decorations and got a cake and tried to find him
— and nobody could.”

They found him around 2 p.m. on that same bench. He had suffered
a heart attack and died as he predicted, with his boots on. 

Someone scrawled an ancient railway poem — one of those with no
official author — and placed it in a primitive frame, hung with baling
twine. His coworkers said it reflected the attitude Bryan took to work
with him each day at the rail to which he dedicated his industrious
life. 

It hangs now in the same foyer of Gaines Group Architects, high
above those cherished pieces of history.

“I’m not allowed to run the train, the whistle I can’t blow /
I’m not allowed to say how far the railroad cars can go /
I’m not allowed to shoot off steam nor even clang the bell /
But let it jump the doggone track and see who catches hell!”
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New MTC program allows
instructors to learn from each
other
By Logan Roddy, senior contributor

Posted in Harrisonburg Issues

ADVERTISEMENTS

WANT THE NEWSLETTER?

Name

Email

Delivery Preference
 Weekly Roundup
 Daily Notification

SIGN ME UP!SIGN ME UP!

SUPPORT LOCAL NEWS

Journalism is changing, and that’s why The
Citizen is here. We’re independent. We’re local.
We pay our contributors, and the money you
give goes directly to the reporting. No
overhead. No printing costs. Just facts, stories
and context. Thanks for your support.

DONATE

!! ! "

DONATE

""""

Community Perspective: City should focus on making Harrisonburg more user
friendly
JANUARY 22, 2022

A divided Capitol ‘forces you to the table, to be more reasonable and then
negotiate’
JANUARY 21, 2022

Community Perspective: An open letter to Virginia Senator Mark Obenshain
JANUARY 20, 2022

City schools to keep mask requirement but local districts look ahead to one day
lifting them; Plans for high schools’ programming evolve
JANUARY 19, 2022

© 2022 © 2022 THE HARRISONBURG CITIZENTHE HARRISONBURG CITIZEN

Hosting & Maintenance by eSaner

####

Neil Tucker poses with his “Tool-it seat” that he will show his Massanutten
Technical Center colleagues how to build as part of the center’s Explore

More program. (Photo by Logan Roddy)

By Logan Roddy, contributor

Cosmetology instructors learn welding. Carpentry teachers explore
cybersecurity. Administrators make 3D digital avatars. At
Massanutten Technical Center, teachers are sharing their knowledge
with each other through the new Explore More program, where they
can take each other’s classes.

“We have 21 programs, and they’re all their own separate
departments, so you’re kind of on an island,” said Julie Maxwell, the
center’s assistant director of secondary education and the program’s
creator. “So I just wanted people to get a feel for what everybody
else does in the hopes that they could learn from them.” 

She came up with the idea three years ago when she realized
through her class observations that she had the benefit of seeing all
the interesting lessons and learning, but none of her instructors
could. Because area schools have been closed on Wednesdays to
help facilitate online learning as part of the pandemic, she saw an
opportunity to start something new.

“To be quite honest, with this COVID schedule this year, if there’s
anything good that’s come out of it, for us was the opportunity to
have Wednesday workdays,” Maxwell said.

Massanutten Technical Center, which is on Pleasant Valley Road,
offers courses to high school students and adults. And because one
of its functions is to provide professional development, she hoped to
use the program as a way for teachers to learn not only what their
colleagues do, but also how they teach.

“Teachers do best when they can share and they can modify
something in their program,” said Maxwell, who came to
Massanutten Technical Center six years ago after serving as East
Rockingham High School’s principal. “I want everybody to refresh
their teaching skills with new ideas, and if you just stay in the groove,
that won’t happen.”

Teaching each other about electricity and haircuts

For instance, cosmetology instructor Ashely Armstrong took a
special interest in John Stover’s welding class.

“I have such a bigger respect for my colleagues for what they have to
teach,” Armstrong said. “You get so involved in your own curriculum
that you don’t realize all of what these kids are learning at a technical
center.”

She also participated in the electricity program, taught by James
Sellers Sattva, where the student-teachers learned how to wire a
three-way switch.

“Welding and electricity are super scary situations to have kids in.
And as an instructor, to be able to educate these kids to care about
how big of a deal and responsibility it is they’re completing is tough,”
Armstrong said. 

In preparation for her own course — where she’ll teach her
colleagues how to give pedicures, manicures, dye hair and possibly
give a men’s fade haircut — Armstrong said the classes she’s taken
have helped her improve her own work.

“Electricity is also essential in our field because you’re running a lot
of equipment, so learning more there can only be good,” Armstrong
said. 

But not everything is hands-on. Carpentry instructor Neil Tucker said
he took away valuable insights about cybersecurity and health care
after participating in the learning exchange.

One class featured a discussion on Alzheimer’s and dementia. “And
the other one on the same day was cybersecurity — on how easy it
is to hack your password,” Tucker said. “Both frightening subjects,
but I learned stuff!”

For Tucker’s class, he’s giving his colleagues the chance to build a
simple introduction to carpentry that they can take home with them,
aptly named the “Tool-it seat” — which, for a bit of humor, sounds
like “toilet seat” when spoken quickly. 

“I designed it in December for the students to build. It’s just a small
easy woodworking project that makes a little seat with a tray
underneath for your tools,” Tucker said. “You can sit on it for lunch.
You can stand on it to reach a lightbulb. It’s lightweight and
inexpensive to build, so it was the perfect project.” 

It’ll serve as a good repayment for architecture and interior design
instructor Kim Capasso, who recently had teachers bring in an old
piece of furniture to teach them how to restore them for her class.

“Every one of these classes I take I learn something too, of course,”
Tucker said. “I had this little end table at home, and I was literally
ready to just toss it and brought it in and rehashed it a little bit and it
looks kinda nice now.”

‘Hey, what do you know about this?’

As the Explore More program has served as a fun way to break up
the middle of the week while producing tangible results, Tucker said
he feels it’s bringing together the instructors’ wealth of knowledge, as
well as their distinct personalities.

“We have a question about pretty much everything and we can call
one of our colleagues up and say, ‘Hey, what do you know about
this?’ And it helps to know each other a little better, so I think it does
a lot for our fellowship or understanding of each other,” Tucker said.
“I can’t believe I get paid for this (laughs).”

Maura Smith and Deborah Rhodes both work closely with students.
As a special education coordinator, Smith consults with more than
100 students to help them with their individual education plans (IEP),
while Rhodes works as a job placement coordinator to help students
who graduate move into jobs. Before Explore More, they spent some
time in and out of classrooms, but since taking a variety of courses,
they said they feel more connected to what students are learning.

In some cases, that directly translates into helping students. 

“A student did not pass the certification test in culinary, and she’s
going to retake it. So I’m trying to really learn it so I can help her
study,” Smith said. “So the longer I’m here and the more I learn what
they do the more I can help them to succeed.”

Smith also serves as a liaison to other area high schools to recruit
students who might be interested in attending Massanutten
Technical Center. She said taking Explore More classes have helped
her better tell which students might most benefit from the school.

Rhodes said knowing what students are learning also helps her
better understand what they can expect in the workforce. 

“It helps me with that transition to know what they’re going to be
doing,” she said. 

She’s also grateful for all the practical skills she’s learned in Explore
More that she probably wouldn’t otherwise, such as how meats are
processed, priced and prepared in the culinary arts class or how to
change a flat tire in the automotive technology class. 

But what she’s most looking forward to is a lesson later this semester
on how to restore a headlight.

“I’m excited for that one because I’ve cleaned the outside, but I’d
never restored it because I’ve never wanted to tear the headlight off
because I wouldn’t even know what I’m doing,” she said. “So I’ll save
a little money and my headlights will be nice and clean this summer.”

Journalism is changing, and that’s why The Citizen is here. We’re
independent. We’re local. We pay our contributors, and the money
you give goes directly to the reporting. No overhead. No printing
costs. Just facts, stories and context. We’re also a proud member of
the Virginia Press Association. Thanks for your support.
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Area disc golf enthusiasts endure
the ups and downs
By Logan Roddy, senior contributor

Posted in Harrisonburg Issues

Disc golf players have notice more competition for the Westover Park course
— the city’s main public course. But changes over the past two years,

including the removal of trees has altered the experience. (Photo by Logan
Roddy)

By Logan Roddy, senior contributor

Dan Castle made his way up the first hole of the Westover Park disc
golf course, the steepest climb of the 21. On his second throw, the
disc caught a bad bounce off the ground and began rolling backward
down the hill, seemingly traveling further by ground than it did
through the air. 

His third throw hit a tree and rolled in the wrong direction again.

“I might as well keep going for it. I guess I have to at this point,”
Castle said. “God, I hate this game.”

He doesn’t really. As a previous ultimate frisbee player at James
Madison University, Castle made the jump to disc golf three years
ago and now serves as the club’s vice president.

While the course’s first two holes can frustrate players, Castle and
the other members of the group said it’s rare to have two
consecutive throws bounce as unfortunately as they did for Castle.

“That’s not a normal occurrence,” Castle said. “But all disc golfers
will experience that” at some point. 

Lately, though, disc golf in Harrisonburg has been an uphill slog for
the members of the Rocktown DiscGolf Club. There’s been friction
between the city and the club over the Westover course — which is
the only public course in town — and that has come during a time
when more players have discovered the sport. (Both JMU and EMU
have courses that are for faculty, staff and students at those
institutions.) 

Adding to the club leaders’ frustration has been Ramblewood Park, a
disc golf course across town that’s 90% complete but inaccessible
after the previous Parks and Recreation director deemed it unsafe
because of the adjacent police training ground. 

Even changes at Westover Park have caused consternation among
disc golfers. Two summers ago, the Virginia Department of Forestry
initiated the removal of over 600 ash trees from the park because of
invasive emerald ash borer infestations. Since then, Castle says the
course has played differently. 

“This course was not like this before, I mean it get it’s summertime,
it’s dry, but these divots, these craters all throughout the course, it
wasn’t handled correctly,” Castle said.

The fairways are littered with ash tree wood chips and dry patches of
dirt where the endangered trees once stood. And while a traditional
ball golf’s course quality is directly related to the ground surface, it’s
more of a cosmetic change to a disc golf course. But what does
change the difficulty of the disc golf course is the absence of those
trees, which serve as obstacles to make players’ throws more
challenging.

“So, you think it’s tight now, and it is tight, but it was much tighter,”
Castle said. “It was just like they came in here and cut and left
woodchips, and still to this day two years later there’s pieces of
branches all over the course.”

Owen Byer, a fairly recent convert to disc golf, plays at Westover Park.
(Photo by Logan Roddy)

‘Just destroyed the holes’

Trevor Oyer, who’s the club’s secretary, said with the rapid increase
in players at Westover participating in league and casual play, the
tree removals have presented challenges.

“There’s a balance,” Oyer said. “It’s easier for beginners now, which
is awesome, but for a lot of our club members, it’s not as challenging
as we would like it. And Westover’s a short course, relatively
speaking, but its difficulty comes with the trees, so a lot of those
trees coming up makes it easier.”

And whether the increase in people enjoying disc golf in
Harrisonburg is related to the desire for outdoor activities spurred by
the pandemic or not, it doesn’t change the fact that there are days
when the city’s sole public course can’t withstand the new volume of
players.

“Our biggest argument for another course would be that it gets
overcrowded,” Oyer said. “We’ve had one of our best years in a long
time, 15-20 people at a time, which is excellent. When it was January
and February, in the heart of Covid, we were getting like 30 people
because so many people were invested, there was so little else to
do, they would come out and play in the cold because it was
something to do.”

In late June, more trees disappeared from Westover as the
Department of Public Works began carving out space for the new
multi-use path that’s to connect Thomas Harrison Middle School to
the park, through to Hillandale Park.

What frustrated club members was that the path came directly
through the fifth hole, and they weren’t notified by the city that the
changes would be made beforehand.

“I have no problem with greenways, I have no problem with
bicyclists, I don’t have any problem with people walking to the middle
school every day,” Castle said. “But they brought it right through two
holes, just destroyed the holes, so the holes are definitely gone for
safety reasons. You can’t be throwing over top of a pedestrian trail.
And didn’t say a word to the club about it.”

Owen Byer, a professor of mathematics at Eastern Mennonite
University, started playing during the pandemic after his son
introduced him to the sport. He said there used to be a bunch of
trees around “protecting the basket, like a jail.”

“So your approach shots were a lot harder,” Byer said of Hole No. 5.
“It went from one of the most interesting holes to the most boring
hole.” 

Ben Tyson shows his approach strategy at a hole along the creek in
Westover Park. (Photo by Logan Roddy)

‘Some better partnership ahead’

Castle said the Parks and Rec Department failed to consider the
placement of the path in consideration of the existing disc golf
course, which makes it more of a hazard to the pedestrians who will
be using it when it’s completed later this summer.

“Here’s the problem,” Castle said. “You can’t even see the path from
the tee pad, so you have someone on a bike coming 15-20 miles an
hour, and it looks clear when you throw and then your disc is going
down the fairway, and it hits them in the side of the head.”

Ed Steele, the club’s president, said he wished the city notified
before they went in to remove the trees so he could at least let his
members know what would happen.

“Really, it affects one hole at the back end, and I’m not gonna get
upset about a trail being put through a park,” Steele said. “Because I
realize in the overall scheme of things, we don’t own anything as a
club or individual players, we don’t own the baskets and we don’t
own the land that they’re on, and if the city decides that they need to
use part of the grounds that the course is on I personally think it’s a
good thing to do. And if that means we have to be a little flexible in
the design and layout of our course, then so be it.”

Oyer said that between when Ramblewood was shut down until now,
the club had a rocky relationship with the previous parks and rec
director.

“And that really set the tone and hurt our club’s ability to expand
course-wise,” Oyer said.

Since the previous director, Luanne Santangelo, left in the early
spring, the club has been working with the interim director, Brian
Mancini, whom they describe as helpful and has provided
assurances that he’s going to work to improve the situation at
Westover and address the situation at Ramblewood.

“He met with us on Hole 5 to look at the damage, and we spoke for
two hours about what we wanted to see done,” Castle said. “He also
gave me a lot of confidence that he sees disc golf as a valuable part
of the community and something that’s worth being invested in.”

Oyer and Castle said that while they’re unsure of the form it will take,
they are hopeful about disc golf’s future in Harrisonburg.

“They’ve always called our club a partnership with them, and it’s
really felt like an insult the last couple years,” Oyer said. “And the last
month when we’ve had some good conversations with this interim
director, it feels like there’s some better partnership ahead.”

Mancini and Police Chief Kelley Warner have had recent discussions
about walking the property at Ramblewood and brainstorming
possible solutions.

“I’m very open to working with the club and the city to find out what
could be the best route here,” Warner said. “But whatever it is, what
I’m most concerned about is safety.”

Dan Castle, seen throwing at the Westover Park course, is one of the
frequent disc golf players. (Photo by Logan Roddy)

Growing the sport

Steele said the biggest push this year has been to get more people
playing in both league and casual play, an effort that he calls
#GrowTheSport.

In preparation for the club’s annual tournament in September — the
Rocktown Classic — he says he’d love to see more women’s and
youth league participants.

“We see a lot of women out playing individually, but not many of
them play in the club,” Steele said. “And we feel like if we can get
three or four to start playing organized, then that will turn into six or
eight, and that’ll turn into 10 to 12 and pretty soon we’ll have enough
to do our own women’s league.”

The club will offer discounted fees to those participating in the
women’s and junior divisions.

And getting some intramural leagues introduced to the middle
schools and high school in town would be the perfect introduction to
a potential younger disc golfer.

“Once you get somebody playing, they’re gonna find out how much
fun it is and keep coming back to it,” Steele said.

Cameron Byer has been playing on and off since he was in high
school and introduced his dad to the sport during the pandemic. He
started playing seriously two summers ago and now that he’s a
college graduate, he said he likes to have people his own age to
compete against.

“Losing all those competitive sports I used to play and being able to
find that again here and fill that void” has been important, Byer said.
“Outside of academics, high school sports that was my whole life
right there.”

And while they’ve managed to garner a good amount of interest from
younger adults, it’s not without the same level of outreach.
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“Our club, through Trevor’s involvement tied in with EMU and
building the course there, we’ve got a lot of college age students and
recent graduates that have started playing,” Byer said. “But a
different club might have a completely different demographic.”

And competition is all part of the fun.

After defeating and ascending the dreadful slope of Holes 1 and 2 at
Westover, Castle made his way through to the now arid landscape of
Hole 5. It’s clear the disc golfer has a love-hate relationship with
trees.

“They’re both the enemies and the things that make the game worth
playing,” Castle said.

It’s what makes each throw different and challenging. A different
approach around (or through) trees can make a familiar hole seem
like part of a new course.

“It’s a new opportunity to conquer a hole you haven’t birdied before,
or shape a line around the trees,” he said. “That’s one of the more
satisfying things about the game is shaping the lines and seeing the
disc do what you intended it to do.”

Journalism is changing, and that’s why The Citizen is here. We’re
independent. We’re local. We pay our contributors, and the money
you give goes directly to the reporting. No overhead. No printing
costs. Just facts, stories and context. We’re also a proud member of
the Virginia Press Association. Thanks for your support.
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