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“The county has failed”
By ELIAS WEISS

Star-Tribune Digital
Coordinator / Staff Writer

Pittsylvania County property 
owners were recently mailed a let-
ter about 2022 property reassess-
ment, which was met with sheer 
indignation.

The county issued an apology 

Saturday for what they called “poor 
editing” in the letter, but coun-
ty residents overwhelmingly say 
administrators are merely back-
tracking. The original letter seemed 
to claim that the value of a home 
would be docked if property own-
ers refused to let assessors into 
the house, which sparked outrage 
as Virginia is currently undergoing 
record-high COVID-19 deaths per 

day amid this tempestuous global 
pandemic. Allowing strangers into 
the house goes against the CDC’s 
preventative guidelines, especially 
for Pittsylvania County’s higher-
than-average elderly populace.

Further county residents fear for 
invasion of privacy, citing the use 
of drones to collect photo and video 
without the consent of homeown-
ers, while others have taken notice 

of more minor errors with the origi-
nal letter, such as it being mailed to 
renters, even though it only applies 
to owners.

“Letting a stranger into your 
home, especially during a pandem-
ic, is stupid,” said John Craine, a 
property owner in Sandy Level. 
“The county has failed on this reas-
sessment process.”

See ASSESSMENT, page 2A

Outrage ensues on receipt of property valuation letter

Lanie Davis/Star-Tribune
The Almagro Outreach Center served as a school for the children 
in the community.

Danville’s Almagro 
neighborhood tells story 
of community, success

By LANIE DAVIS
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Since 1976, Rev. Dr. Cecil 
Bridgeforth, Sr. has been preaching 
at Shiloh Baptist Church on Betts 
Street in Danville. The church’s 
home, the Almagro community, 
became Bridgeforth’s home, and 
over the years, he has continued to 
advocate for the community that so 
many black Danvillians have flour-
ished from.

While its exact establishment 

date is unknown, Almagro was a 
town to itself just west of Danville, 
and according to Bridgeforth, was 
incorporated in Chatham.

The town, located off of what is 
now Industrial Drive, had its own 
post office and police department. 
Bridgeforth said it was one of the 
very few black towns in the country. 

“There were only about a handful 
of black incorporated towns in the 
United States, and Almagro was one 
of them,” Bridgeforth, Sr. said.

See ALMAGRO, page 5A

Trailer park murder  
still haunts county 
Sheri�  after 34 years

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune Digital Coordinator / Staff 

Writer

On today’s date precisely 34 
years ago, family, friends and 
law enforcement were search-
ing industriously for 23-year-
old Radford “Raye” Harris of 
Danville. It would be March 1, 
1987, when his body would be 
found in a trailer park in the 
Mt. Hill community of southeast 
Pittsylvania County. This case 

remains unsolved.
“His nickname was Raddy. 

Everyone that knew him 
called him Raddy Raye,” said 
Pittsylvania County Sheriff Mike 
Taylor, who has worked this case 
since day one. A photograph on 
Taylor’s desk serves as a constant 
reminder and motivator for him.

Harris lived with his mother on 
Third Avenue in north Danville. 
When he went to visit his father 
in Pittsylvania County early 
Valentine’s Day morning in 1987, 

Chilling phone call contained 
victim’s last known words

See COLD CASE, page 10A

Lanie Davis/Star-Tribune
Alyssa McNeil, Averett junior BSN student, admin-
isters a second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine to 
Doug Appleton, assistant IT director at Averett.

Second dose vaccine 
clinic held Saturday

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
Ronnie and Teresa 
Montgomery vol-
unteered there time 
Thursday night at 
the Mt. Hermon Fire 
& Rescue station on 
Route 41, offering 
food, warmth, electric-
ity and a hot shower to 
anyone who needed it.

Pittsylvania County couple volunteers time 
to help neighbors impacted by ice storm

By LANIE DAVIS
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

In their continued effort 
to offer COVID-19 vac-
cinations to the commu-
nity, the area’s first second 
dose clinic was held at 
Averett University’s North 
Campus on Saturday morn-
ing. Approximately 1,000 
community members who 
received their first vacci-
nation at the region’s first 
large-scale clinic on Jan. 
23 returned to receive their 
second doses.

Saturday’s clinic was 
a collaboration between 
the Virginia Department 
of Health Pittsylvania/

Danville Health District, 
Sovah Health, Averett 
University and DCC. 
More than 100 volunteers 
put in time from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday to 
vaccinate people, includ-
ing nursing students from 
Averett and DCC.

Edna Combs of Blairs, an 
employee of Pittsylvania 
County Schools, was “so 
excited” to get her second 
dose on Saturday.

“I feel so blessed,” she 
said. “I’m praying that 
someday soon we can get 
back to normal.”

Since Saturday’s event 
was only a second dose 
clinic, Sovah Health’s 
See CLINIC, page 2A

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune Digital

Coordinator / Staff Writer

As back-to-back 
ice storms riveted the 
Pittsylvania County com-

munity this week, an emer-
gency shelter program 
offered warmth, electricity, 
food, and most important-
ly—a friend.

“Sometimes you don’t 
realize what’s happen-
ing out there... how long 

other people are without,” 
Ronnie Montgomery, a 
volunteer stationed at the 
Mt. Hermon Fire & Rescue 
Station on Route 41, told 
the Star-Tribune last night.

Ronnie and his wife, 

Bill affecting local elections 
passes in General Assembly

By LANIE DAVIS
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

A bill that would shift 
local elections from May 
to November has passed 
in both the Virginia 
Senate and the House of 
Delegates.

SB 1157, as introduced 
by Lionell Spruill, Sr. 
would shift all municipal 
elections for city and town 

council and school board 
from May to November, 
beginning with elections 
held after Jan. 1, 2022. 

The bill was passed in 
the Senate on Jan. 21 with 
a vote of 19-19 and a tie-
breaker vote by Lt. Gov. 
Justin Fairfax and went 
on to pass in the House 
on Feb. 15 with a vote of 
50-44.

The bill states that cit-

ies and towns must hold 
elections for mayor, mem-
bers of a local governing 
body or members of an 
elected school board in the 
November general elec-
tions for terms to begin 
Jan. 1. 

If Gov. Ralph Northam 
signs the bill into law, cit-
ies and towns currently 
holding elections in May 

See SHELTER, page 10A

See BILL, page 2A

The Hurt-Motley 
Ruritan Club 
Stew
Brunswick Stew will 
be offered for sale 
by The Hurt-Motley 
Ruritan Club on Sat., 
Feb. 27 at the Hurt-
Motley Community 
Center. The stew will 
be ready by 9 a.m., 
$5.50 per quart, or 
call 434-426-9976 to 
pre-order.

Northern 
Pittsylvania 
County Food 
Center
The Northern 
Pittsylvania County 
Food Center 
(NPCFC) will dis-
tribute food at their 
Gretna, Virginia, 
warehouse on Friday, 
Feb. 26, beginning at 
9 a.m.  Clients are 
asked to remain in 
their vehicles until 
instrumented to enter 
the building.  New cli-
ents or clients who 
have not received 
food in recent 
months should arrive 
no later than 10:30 
a.m. to allow time to 
complete necessary 
paperwork before 
distribution ends at 
11 a.m.
This distribution 
process will follow 
established social 
distancing measures, 
and all clients must 
wear a facial cover-
ing in order to enter 
the building for food 
pick up.

Disabled 
American 
Veterans 
Chapter 19
Disabled American 
Veterans Chapter 
19 will hold its regu-
lar monthly meeting 
Mon., March 1 6:30 
p.m. at American 
Legion Post 325.

Gretna Fire 
& Rescue 
Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser
Gretna Fire & Rescue 
will be having a 
Drive-Thru Spaghetti 
Dinner Fundraiser 
on Sat, March 13 at 
the Station. Starts at 
5 p.m. $10 a plate.  
Plates include spa-
ghetti, bread, salad, 
homemade dessert, 
and a drink. All dona-
tions are appreciated! 
Gretna Fire & Rescue 
is located at 122 East 
Gretna Road Gretna, 
VA 24557. Phone 
Number: (434)-656-
2621

Climax Volunteer 
Fire Fish Dinner 
Fundraiser
Climax Volunteer 
Fire Department 
will be hosting a 
Drive-Thru Fish 
Dinner Fundraiser 
on Saturday March 
20, 2021 at the Fire 
Station.
 Starts at 4:30 p.m. 
$9 Per Plate- plates 
include fish, hush 
puppies, corn on 
the cob, cole slaw, 
homemade dessert, 
and a drink. 
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Medicare does not cover dental care1. That means if you need dental work done, 
it can cost you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out of your own pocket.
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. It helps cover 
over 350 procedures — from cleanings and fillings to crowns and dentures.

• See any dentist you want, but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-877-595-1375
dental50plus.com/womack

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020
Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for 
one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in 
CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance

ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER

IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

*O�er valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be first time purchase. Minimum spend amount applies. Financing subject to third party credit 
approval. Some financing options cannot be combined with other o�ers and may require minimum monthly payments. All o�ers subject to change prior to purchase. 
See AmericanStandardShowers.com for other restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. CSLB B982796; Su�olk NY: 55431H;NYC:HIC 
2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

NE
W

SHOWER DESIGN ENJOYING A

FREE IN-HOME
DESIGN CONSULTATION

CALL TODAY

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

newshowerdeal.com/wpco | 877-591-0129

PUBLIC NOTICE
Effective Monday, February 22, 2021, the Voter 

Registration and Elections Department will open 
for services at our new facility, located at 18 Depot 
Street, Chatham, Virginia 24531.
All county citizens may seek the following services 

at the new location:
• Voter registration/ address changes / cancella-

tions
• Candidate processing for all local elected offices
Please be advised that the following voting loca-

tions have changed:
• Absentee / Early voting – 45 days prior and two 

Saturdays preceding every election
• Chatham – 105 voting precinct will move to our 

training center
The Pittsylvania County Elections and Training 

Center will be open Monday through Friday from 9 
am – 5 pm. The mailing address for further corre-
spondences is P.O. Box 460, Chatham, VA 24531. 
Parking is available on the right side of the building 
and behind JA Holmes.
Respectfully submitted,
Kelly Keesee, Director of Elections
434-432-7971

certain zoning restrictions that are more applicable to 
traditional housing units.  A bill from Halifax County 
Delegate James Edmunds increases the minimum fine for 
dumping or disposing of litter, trash, or other unsightly 
matter on public or private property from $250 to $500.

I was proud to support a measure to create the Local 
Food and Farming Infrastructure Grant Program.  Those 
grants will support infrastructure development proj-
ects that support local food production and sustainable 
farming.  There is another bill that creates the Virginia 
Agriculture Food Assistance Program.  That would allow 
Virginia farmers and food producers to donate, sell, or 

otherwise provide products to charitable food assistance 
organizations. The fund will help offset some of the costs 
of making these donations.

The General Assembly’s Special Session is winding 
down. Committees faced a Monday deadline to finish up 
work on their bills. Also, the budget is now in a confer-
ence committee.  Lawmakers from both chambers are 
trying to work out the differences between House and 
Senate spending blueprints.  Their compromise plan will 
then have to clear both houses before it goes to the gov-
ernor’s desk.

Marshall
Continued from page 4A

A thriving community
Eventually, Almagro was annexed into Danville, but 

continued to be self-sufficient, with its grocery stores, 
school, a baseball field and several community churches. 

One of those churches belonged to Pastor Ruby 
Woodson, a true pioneer during a time where women 
didn’t usually stand in front of a congregation and preach. 
Ruby Woodson built Mt. ZIon United Holy Church on 
Betts Street. 

Grandson Jimmie Woodson was a co-pastor at the 
church while his grandmother was still living, before it 
was turned over to Barry Adams. 

“She was a tremendous woman,” Woodson said. “She 
founded five churches from the ground-up and erected 
about six. She was an amazing woman in her day.”

Although Ruby Woodson died around 30 years ago, her 
church with painted bricks and green windows still stands 
today, at least sixty years later. 

“Almagro was a tremendous community of persons, and 
it was a wide church community,” Woodson said. “You 
had Shiloh up the street from my grandmother. You had 
Bibleway founded by Bishop Campbell of course...There 
was a church on every hill.”

Winslow Hospital, which was the black community’s 
only option for care, was also located on Betts Street. 
According to a sign outside of the still standing hos-
pital building, in the early 1920s, the only facility for 
black Danvillians to receive care was in a ward at the 
Danville Community Hospital on Jefferson Avenue, and 
black doctors had nowhere to practice. In 1940, the 
Winslow Hospital was built, named after Dr. Albert 
Lincoln Winslow, who was the second black doctor in 
Danville to open a medical practice. 

NAACP Danville Branch President Tommy Bennett 
remembers visiting his grandmother in the hospital before 
she passed away, and Bridgeforth said those injured in the 
marches of the Danville Civil Rights Movement were sent 
to Winslow to be treated.

“During the Civil Rights Movement, people’s heads 
were burst open, beaten up, arms broken,” Bridgeforth, 
Sr. said. “All of the African Americans did. That’s the only 
place they could go.”

In the 1960s, the hospital merged with Danville 
Memorial. The building has since served as the Danville 
Health Department and Ashwood Home for Adults. The 
sign said that Rev. George Lovelace purchased the build-
ing in Oct. 2009 and intended to open Winslow Loving 
Care Center in June 2012, paying homage to the building’s 
roots.

While the Winslow Loving Care name still rests on the 
building, it currently sits closed and vacant.

Ed Thompson’s great grandfather, William Betts, ran 
Almagro’s general post office prior to annexation into 
Danville, and his grandfather, Gustavious Aldolphus 
Betts, had a telegraph machine at his house. Thompson 
recalls his grandfather receiving telegrams from the 
Western Union, printing them and delivering them to 
those in the neighborhood.

“I remember that he delivered them to families who had 
lost family members in the Vietnam War,” Thompson said.

Thompson grew up on the street that was named after 
his family and currently lives in New York.

Oak Hill Cemetery, established in 1901, is also a part 
of the Almagro community. While acquired by the city 
in 1931, it was the only burial place for black people in 
Danville long before and after. 

“That’s all we had was the black cemetery,” Bennett 
said. “All of my family members are at Oak Hill. My fam-
ily plot is at Oak Hill.”

In addition, Peters Park on Foster Street, which is 
designated by a Historical Marker, is the former base-
ball diamond where black leagues played. James Peters, 
Sr. opened the park, also called the Almagro Baseball 
Stadium, in 1948. Peters sponsored the Danville All-Stars, 
who played at the park. 

According to the marker, the stadium was state of the 
art and was among the fist in the country to have lights for 
nighttime usage.

“Peters Park was the highlight of Almagro,” Bridgeforth 
said. “It was the first ballpark with lights. It’s historical in 
that they began to have night games, and it was the only 
field available. The white baseball team would come over 
and use it.”

Shiloh Baptist Church eventually purchased the park 
and sold half to the Boys and Girls Club for their Danville 
facility.

Living in Almagro
Over the years, the Almagro community has been home 

to several families, with children that have grown up to be 
successful in several different professions.

Elizabeth and Albert Harris, 91 and 96 respectively, 
have made their home in the Almagro community. Over 
their 74 years of marriage, they raised three children who 
have grown up and moved on to become a teacher, a nurse 
and an airport manager. 

Elizabeth has lived in the neighborhood since she was 
a young girl and remembers a time when Industrial Drive 
was an unpaved Diamond Street. She recalls walking to 
the two-room schoolhouse where she got her education.

“We called it Almagro School,” Elizabeth said. “...We 
had two or three teachers there. We didn’t have a cafeteria, 
but we would carry potatoes or onions or something like 
that, and the teachers would cook our lunch like that.”

Prior to Gibson Elementary School’s opening, neighbor-
hood children were taught at the community school. After 
the larger school opened on Foster Street, the schoolhouse 
served as a kindergarten for neighborhood children. It 
eventually became an outreach center.

Growing up, Elizabeth used to love playing with the 
neighborhood children, as 15 to 20 of them would play 
outside under the streetlights. 

Cora Towns, a teacher in adult education and an adjunct 
professor at Danville Community College, also grew up 
in the Almagro neighborhood and recalls having nearly 
every necessity in the area, so they rarely had to leave. 
She said she had a “very happy childhood” there in the 
community where everyone knew each other.

“We really had lots of fun,” Towns said. “...We used 
to do skate parties, as most of us would get skates for 
Christmas, and we’d just skate in the street. People [in 
cars] would move out of your way.”

It takes a village
Those who lived or spent time in the community know 

it as a “big family,” including Cecil Bridgeforth, Jr., who 
practically grew up in the neighborhood where his father 
preached.

“The saying is that it takes a village to raise a child, and 
I consider the Almagro community a village where every-
one took part in raising everybody’s child,” Bridgeforth, 
Jr. said. “It’s a wonderful, beautiful community of well 
rounded people.”

Bridgeforth, Jr. calls himself a “proud product” of 
Almagro, where he was raised in the church, baptized, 
started playing music and ultimately gave his first sermon. 

Likewise, Jimmie Woodson recalls a cohesiveness to 
the community where both he and his grandmother served 
as pastors, despite some difference in socio-economic 
status of its residents.

“It was really tribal to some degree,” Woodson said. “It 
was a great community.”

Future of Almagro
Over the years, Bridgeforth, Sr. has worked to see the 

neighborhood flourish and advocated for improvements 
such as updated sewage, the addition of sidewalks and 
the widening of streets, none of which have happened yet. 

While Peters Park is marked as historical, Bridgeforth, 
Sr. wants the entire neighborhood to be recognized for its 
history.

“I’ve tried to keep it in the forefront before it disap-
pears,” he said. “...After a while, the Almagro we once 
knew, we won’t know anymore.”

Since 1976, Bridgeforth, Sr. has seen several changes 
in the neighborhood, including families moving away and 
young people venturing off to other opportunities.

“A lot of people that were here when I got here are 
gone,” Bridgeforth, Sr. said. “The streets are vacant...the 
young people have come through, went to school, gradu-
ated and left, so we have a skeleton of Almagro now.”

The NAACP Danville Branch would also like to see 
life brought back to the neighborhood that holds so much 
history.

“As the NAACP, we would love to see that whole 
community, especially since it used to be incorporated, 
revamped and become a historical site for Danville,” 
Bennett said.

Almagro
Continued from page 1A

Lanie Davis/Star-Tribune
Pastor Ruby Woodson built her first church in 
Almagro at least 60 years ago.

Lanie Davis/Star-Tribune
Established in 1901, Oak Hill Cemetery was the 
only place where black people could be buried.

Lanie Davis/Star-Tribune
Recognized by a historical marker, Peters Park was 
home to the Danville All-Stars, a black baseball 
team.
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Small Business Spotlight: Harris, Harvey, Neal & Co. page 3A

Doggie Bag 
Reopens
The Doggie Bag 
(SPCA Thrift Shop) 
reopens Wed. Feb 3 
at 10 a.m. The pro-
ceeds go to help the 
SPCA and Pittsylvania 
Pet Center care for 
surrendered animals.
The Doggie Bag is 
located at the back of 
the Pet Center on Rt 
29 at Blairs- just north 
of Chatham Middle 
School. 

Sons of the 
American Legion 
Squadron 1097
Sons Of The 
American Legion 
Squadron 1097, locat-
ed at 17 Fairfield Ave., 
Danville,Va. 24541, 
Brunswick Stew Sale, 
Sat. Feb. 6. $7 per 
quart. This will be a 
drive-thru only. Pick 
up time 1 P.M. To 
reserve call the post 
at 434-793-7531 After 
1 p.m.

Laurel Grove Fire 
& Rescue Stew
Laurel Grove Fire 
& Rescue will have 
a Brunswick Stew 
on Feb. 20 at 2081 
Laurel Grove Rd.  
Sutherlin, Va 24594.  
$6 a quart. Pick up 
between 9 a.m. & 12 
p.m. Call 434-250-
6809 for pre orders.

Chatham First 
2021 Calenders
Chatham First is offer-
ing its 2021 calendar 
as a celebration of 
the ways the com-
munity has supported 
each other during a 
pandemic year. Priced 
at $5, the calendar 
features photographs 
submitted by families, 
churches, schools, 
businesses and indi-
viduals that will be 
a remembrance to 
all. Calendars can 
be purchased at 
M&W Flower Shop, 
Callands Coffee, 
Reid Street Gallery, 
Chatham Town Hall, 
ODAC, and the Main 
Street Art Collective in 
Danville.

Food pickup/
delivery
Blanche’s Closet in 
Gretna is available for 
food pick up and deliv-
ery Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. For 
more information, call 
434-656-2600.

Nar-Anon meet-
ings
The Nar-Anon meet-
ings regularly held at 
Grace Design UMC 
on Franklin Tpke. at 
6 p.m. on Thursdays, 
will be online Zoom 
meetings until further 
notice, due to Covid 
concerns. Please 
contact Jane at 434-
713-4404 or email 
gracenaranon@
gmail.com for further 
information on how to 
join zoom meetings 
at the same time on 
Thursday.

Quick Reads From 50th to 14th:  
Virginia’s epic turnaround after ranking dead 

last in vaccine administration last week

Days after arriving in Virginia, 
kingpin sportsbooks offer

thousands in Super Bowl promos
BetMGM V.P.: “Virginia has 

been phenomenal”

Vaccinations continue with 
second large-scale clinic 

By LANIE DAVIS
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Nearly 900 individuals were 
given their first dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine at Danville’s 
Community Market on Friday, Jan. 
29.

Following Jan. 23’s vaccine 
clinic, this was the second collab-
orative effort between community 
organizations to vaccinate citizens. 
This time, the City of Danville 

provided the venue for the clin-
ic, while Sovah and the health 
department, as well as volunteers 
from the Medical Reserve Corps, 
Averett University and Danville 
Community College worked 
together for the event. Between 
volunteers and staff, 123 people 
worked to make sure the event ran 
smoothly.

The Danville Fire Department 
and Danville Life Saving Crew 
were on site for observation pur-

Submitted photo

Enjoying the snow
Cassie Evans of Dry Fork enjoyed the Jan. 28 
snow. Cassie is a second grader at Twin Springs 
Elementary School. 

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune Digital Coordinator / Staff 

Writer

RICHMOND, Va. — Last 
Monday, Virginia ranked dead 
last of the 50 states in percent-
age of vaccines administered of 
those distributed, barely clearing 
40 percent. One week later, health 

officials have turned things around 
in the commonwealth.

Following Gov. Ralph Northam 
taking the public podium to admit 
personal responsibility for the 
Virginia’s plaintive performance in 
December and January, the com-
monwealth has been elevated 36 
spots in just seven days and now 
stakes claim to an administration 

See ADMIN, page 2A See CLINIC, page 2A

STAR-TRIBUNESTAR-TRIBUNE
Best weekly 

newspaper in 
Virginia

By LANIE DAVIS
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

From the 1880s through the Civil Rights 
Movement, the Holbrook-Ross neighborhood 
in Danville served as the first neighborhood for 
black professionals and families during a time 
when they were not always welcome in other 
spaces around town.

In the 1880s, Holbrook and Ross streets were 
created from the estate of Thomas B. Doe and 
separated into lots. By 1900, black professionals 
began building their homes in the community 
along Holbrook and Ross, as well as on Maury, 
John, Doe, and Gay streets, with help from their 
communities, each putting their own personal 
touches on their homes.

In a neighborhood with architectural styles 
ranging from Queen Anne to craftsman stood 
the homes of doctors, dentists, lawyers and edu-
cators. There were three churches, two funeral 
homes, a mini golf course, a community center, 
a beauty shop, grocery stores and a kindergarten 
school. Westmoreland Elementary School was 
located just down the street, as was Langston 
High School until 1963.

There’s a 
Story Here:
Holbrook-Ross neighborhood 
provides insights to a once 
segregated City of Danville

See HOLBROOK, page 12A

Lanie Davis/Star-Tribune
At the entrance to the Holbrook Ross 
Historic District is a historical marker, 
with the original Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church building pictured behind.

Killer unknown in case of man shot 
to death in Danville apartment

By JEREMY MOSER
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

On the night of Oct. 7, 2016, 
31-year-old Harlan Frank Luck 
was in his Danville apartment 
on College Park Drive partying 
with a group of friends, even as 
a torrential rainstorm carried 
on outside. 

A dice game was underway, 
and people within the apart-
ment had been drinking. Some 
among the people there self-
identified as gang members. 

Gunshots rang out into the 

night, as neigh-
bors would later 
report. Around 11 
p.m., Harlan was 
shot by someone 
in his apartment, 
and no one called 
for help. 

Luck’s body 
sat for nearly 12 
hours before he was found by 
a friend looking to check on 
him around 10:30 a.m. the next 
morning. 

When police arrived at the 
apartments at 245 College Park 
Dr. the morning of Oct. 8, 
2016, they found a turned over 

apartment, inside of which was 
Luck, dead of apparent gun-
shot wounds. 

JR Luck
“He was trying to get his 

life back on track,” said 
Elaine Luck, Harlan’s mother, 
who referred to him at every 
See UNSOLVED, page 9A

By LANIE 
DAVIS

Star-Tribune 
Staff Writer

B e a t r i c e 
E n g l i s h 
R o b e r t s o n 
wrapped up 
her longtime career at the 
United States Postal Service 
(USPS) on Friday, official-
ly retiring from her job as 
Gretna postmaster.

On Sept. 9, 1979, 
Robertson, a Pittsville native, 
began her USPS career as 
a mail carrier in Danville, 
after encouragement from 
an employee at the Social 
Security office during her 
Averett College workstudy 

Longtime
Gretna 
postmaster 
retiring

See ROBERTSON, page 10A

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune Digital Coordinator / Staff 

Writer

Three titans of the sports gam-
bling industry have made a new 
home in the Old Dominion during 
the two weeks leading up to Super 
Bowl LV. FanDuel, DraftKings and 
BetMGM wasted no time establish-
ing a presence in Virginia, and are 
now offering thousands in promo-

tions for first-time Virginian bet-
tors invested in Sunday’s matchup 
in Tampa.

Back in October 2020, the 
Virginia Lottery Board finished 
collecting sportsbook applications 
from every corner of the United 
States. Applicants sought to claim 
one of a dozen coveted sports gam-
bling licenses, each with a go-live 
datestamp slated in late January.

Not every license awardee is 
taking bets yet, including William 

Hill, the official sportsbook of 
Caesar’s, which will one day 
boast a physical sportsbook here 
in Danville. The five approved 
brick-and-mortar casino projects 
in the commonwealth—Danville, 
Bristol, Portsmouth, Norfolk and 
Richmond—have barely broken 
ground, however, industry leaders 
with a foot in the door are cashing 
in on the propitious online market 
in Virginia.

Sunday at 6:30 p.m., the defend-

ing World Champion Kansas City 
Chiefs (16-2, No. 1 in AFC) will 
play visitor to the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers (14-5, No. 5 in NFC), 
the first Wild Card franchise to 
reach the Super Bowl since the 
2010 Green Bay Packers and the 
first team in the history of the NFL 
to play the Bowl in their home sta-
dium. During the game, fans here 
in the Southside could see $1,500 
in promotional cash winnings.

See PROMOS, page 11A

Elias Weiss/Star-Tribune
DraftKings and BetMGM directors said 
they’re not worried about their ability to cash 
out in Virginia in 2021.

Robertson

Around the corner from Old Dutch

434-770-6026

OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

7:30-5:30
DRIvE THRU sERvIcE AvAILABLE
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DESIGNER & BETTER
Knit Tops • Sweaters • Pants • Leggings • Jackets • Wraps • Dresses
Suits • Shoes • Boots • Jewelry • Handbags • Scarves • Wraps

COATS OF EVERY SIZE AND DESCRIPTION
most 49-399 orig to $1,100

FURS: Vests • Anoraks • Jackets • Strollers • Long Lengths • Capes
Boas • Headbands • Fur Trimmed Gloves • 79-2899 appraise to $10,000

Sizes 2 to 24W, XXS - 3XL Shoes 5-11, 35-42

RESORT/SPRING IN STOCK

559 Main St Danville, VA M-Sat 11-5 rippes.com 434.792.6822
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Branch Manager
Garry Martin

Drop by our 
Chatham 
Branch 

located in the 
Tightsqueeze 

Shopping 
Center

for all your 
financial 

needs!

Safe Deposit Boxes
Now Available

Talk With 
One Of 

Our Loan 
Specialists 

Today!

Drop by our Chatham Branch located
in the Tightsqueeze Plaza Shopping Center

for all your financial needs!

Need to grow your money?
Check out URW’s Low CD Rates!

Serving Danville, Pittsylvania
and Caswell Counties

Open to the Community • Fifteen ATM’s
314 Lowes Drive • 539 Arnett Blvd.

142 South Main St. (DRMC), Goodyear, 
Tightsqueeze Plaza Shopping Center

GWHS, Galileo & Langston

Safe Deposit Boxes 
Available!

Safe Deposit Boxes 
Available!

One of these professionals 
was Dr. Bishop Merritt, a dentist 
who worked as a carpenter prior 
to attending dental school. He 
served as the general contractor 
for the building of his brick home 
at 364 Holbrook Street in the 
early 1950s and built the two-car 
garage behind the home.

The home served as a 
community center of sorts, 
with his wife Willette holding 
meetings of the Jack and Jill of 
America organization. It also 
served as a meeting place for 
members of the Danville chapter 
of The Links, Incorporated, 
which was chartered in 1953.

Bishetta Merritt, daughter 
of Bishop and Willette, also 
remembers her house as a 
gathering place for her friends. 
Growing up, her mother would 
be home after school, and her 
friends would come by to have a 
good time.

“Because there were no places 
for large groups to meet other 
than a church, some of my 
mom’s clubs would meet in the 
basement,” Bishetta said. “...It 
was a lot of fun.”

Graduations for Esdelia 
Boyd’s kindergarten class took 
place in the Merritts’ basement. 
Willette and Mabel Hughes, 
of Cunningham and Hughes 
Funeral Home down the street, 
convinced Boyd, the fi rst black 
principal at Grasty School, to 
teach the kindergarten class out 

of her home at 310 Holbrook 
Street, as neighborhood children 
needed preparation before going 
to fi rst grade. It was called the 
Four/Five School.

“You had to be four or fi ve 
before you could go, and I was 
in the fi rst graduating class,” 
Merritt said.

In addition, the family attended 
Holbrook Street Presbyterian 
Church just across the street from 
their home.

Paula Martin Smith recalls 
skating up and down Holbrook 
Street and going over to Bishetta’s 
home in the afternoons after 
school while her mother taught at 
Langston. Willette always gave 
Smith a cookie when she visited.

While Smith lived in the 
county, she spent a lot of time 
in the neighborhood where her 
mother worked from around 
fourth grade to seventh grade. 
She remembers playing with the 
Hughes’ son Jimmy and going 
to Dr. Winslow’s home across 
the street where his housekeeper 
made sandwiches for them.

“It was just a little neighborhood 
to me,” Smith said. “I would play 
and visit friends on that street.”

Smith also attended Calvary 
Baptist Church, the same church 
where Camilla Williams, the 
fi rst black woman to secure a 
contract with a major U.S. opera 
company, was a parishioner and 
sang in the choir. Actress Edith 
Whitman was also a member.

Smith also remembers meeting 
up on Holbrook Street when 
a group wanted to visit Prince 
Edward State Park, a park that 
was created for black use after 
her father M.C. Martin sued 
Virginia for equal access and use 
of the state parks. 

“The cars would line up at 
Bishetta’s house, and we would 
move on down to the park,” 
Smith said. “They were such 
good days.”

In 1986, the park merged with 
Goodwin Lake Recreation Area 
to form Twin Lakes State Park. 
A historical marker is now placed 
at the junction of Route 360 and 
Route 621. M.C. Martin now 
has a park named for him on 
Memorial Drive.

Smith also remembers going to 
Pringle’s Blue Room, which was 
located at 358 Holbrook Street. 
George and Ruth Pringle lived 
upstairs and operated a restaurant 
in the basement of their house, 
during a time when black people 
were not allowed to dine in white 
restaurants. Patrons entered the 
restaurant through the left side.

“We loved to go to the Pringle’s 
restaurant on Sundays and eat,” 
Smith said.

Having a restaurant in the 
neighborhood was not only 
convenient for Smith’s family, 
but for travelers in the area as 
well. A few houses away, 320 
Holbrook Street was listed in the 
Negro Motorist Green Book. The 

home of Worden and Howard 
Yancey, the residence was a safe 
place for black tourists to stay 
while on the road. For travelers, 
the neighborhood as a whole was 
able to meet many needs. 

The Yancey home was 
eventually donated to Alpha 
Kappa Alpha sorority.

Today, a historical marker 
stands at the head of the 
neighborhood, at the intersection 
of Holbrook and Ross Streets, 
along with the original building 
of Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 
While the church has since 
moved twice, it is fi tting at the 
entrance to the neighborhood, 
as Sacred Heart School on West 
Main Street was the fi rst school 
to integrate in the 1960s before it 
was mandated by law. 

For Bishetta and Smith, 
spending their formative years 
in the neighborhood carried a 
weight that both did not quite 
understand at the time.

“I was an only child, so I 
was always glad to be over on 
Holbrook Street with my friends 
over there,” Smith said. “It was 
different from being out in the 
country...I was grateful and 
fortunate to have been a part of 
that history.”

Bishetta credits the 
neighborhood with giving her 
a “very rich experience” of 
substantial values and friendships 
that are still maintained to this day. 
She said the community instilled 

a deep appreciation for all types 
of people and occupations from 
nurses to electricians to doctors.

“It was a wonderful time 
period,” she said. “...You name it, 
they lived on Holbrook or Ross 
Streets. If you can see it, you 
can be it, and we had that kind 
of experience...The community 
in which we lived had all these 
different people who were a part 
of your life that were successful...
These were the kinds of people 
you wanted to be. You wanted 
to be an upstanding citizen that 
made contributions to your 
community and all these people 
did that.”

This, Bishetta said, was 
a positive, supportive and 
nurturing environment that made 
them very strong.

While Bishetta currently lives 
in Washington D.C., where she 
taught at Howard University 
for 33 years, she still owns two 
properties on Holbrook Street, 
her parents’ home and the 
apartments they owned. 

To fi nd out more about the 
Holbrook-Ross Historic District, 
the Danville Historical Society 
offers an hour-long tour of the 
district called “There’s a Story 
Here” and has been for the past 10 
years. The oral history for the tour 
was provided by Nannie Geary 
Armstrong, Valeria Brodnax, 
Bertha Bruce and Paula Smith. 
For more information about the 
tours, visit danvillehistory.org.

Holbrook
Continued from page 1A

Big game SpecialS
To Go or Eat In

4040 Franklin Tpke • Danville VA

434-836-7030

$1999
1 Large Pizza 
w/ 1 Topping 
and 12 Wings

$2199
1 Large 

Gourmet Pizza 
w/ 8 Wings

$3999
2 Large 1 

Topping Pizzas 
w/ 24 Wings

Try our NEW Chicken Marsala dish!

Village’s
Pizza • Pasta • Subs

Village’sVillage’s
Pizza • Pasta • SubsPizza • Pasta • Subs

Village’sVillage’sVillage’sVillage’s
Pizza • Pasta • Subs

Village’sVillage’sVillage’s
Pizza • Pasta • Subs

Village’s
Pizza • Pasta • Subs

Subscribe
to the

STAR-TRIBUNE

PO Box 111
Chatham, VA 24531

(434)

432-2791

BEST SEAFOOD DISHES
HAVE A TASTE OF THE

BEST SEAFOOD DISHES
ON THE EAST COAST !

F r e s h  s e a f o o d  & 
f u l l  l i q u o r  b a r

F r e s h  s e a f o o d  & 
f u l l  l i q u o r  b a r

Crab, Lobster, Shrimp, Crawfish, Clams & Mussels
3244 Riverside Drive, Danville, VA 24541

434-857-2526 • 434-857-5071

defraud these programs, 
this United States 
Attorney’s Offi ce, and 
our state and local 
partners, will hold them 
accountable.”        

According to court 
documents, from October 
2010 to July 2018, SNAP 
redemptions for Seafood 
and More exceeded the 
state average of all other 
seafood specialty class 
stores in Virginia by more 
than $2,465,555.

Following an 

investigation by law 
enforcement, James 
admitted that he, and 
others who worked 
at Seafood and More, 
redeemed SNAP benefi ts 
in exchange for cash 
between 2010 and 2018. 
James also admitted that 
he directed his employees 
to redeem SNAP benefi ts 
for case during the same 
time period and that he 
knew what he was doing 
was wrong.

In total, Seafood 

and More caused 
approximately $1,835,767 
in loses to the SNAP 
program. 

The investigation of the 
case was conducted by the 
United States Department 
of Agriculture Offi ce 
of Inspector General, 
the United States Secret 
Service, and the Danville 
Police Department. 
Assistant United States 
Attorney Charlene R. Day 
is prosecuting the case for 
the United States.  

James
Continued from page 6A
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of Danville

Thanks for 
subscribing

to the Star-Tribune!

Quick Reads

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune Digital

Coordinator /Staff Writer

In his third season out of 
Virginia Tech, Danville native 
and Dan River High School 
alum Tremaine Edmunds 
is making history with the 
Buffalo Bills.

The Bills Saturday hosted 
the Indianapolis Colts for 
Wildcard Weekend, sneaking 
to the divisional round with 
a 27-24 victory and marking 
the franchise’s first playoff win 
since 1995. The at-home post-
season stint also signified the 

Bills’ first division victory in 
just as long.

Edmunds played all 79 
defensive snaps against Indy. 
The middle linebacker record-
ed six solo tackles and three 
assists on tackles in that game.

“It felt good for me person-
ally,” Edmunds told the Star-
Tribune. “We haven’t won the 
division in 25 years, so to be 
a part of that celebration was 
special.”

On the season, Edmunds 
has tallied 119 combined solo 
and assisted tackles, two sacks, 
four tackles for a loss and three 
quarterback hits going into the 
divisional round.

E d m u n d s ’ 
brothers, Trey 
and Terrell, 
both play for 
the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. The 
Steelers won 
the AFC North 
but fell to their 
division rivals, 
the Cleveland 
Browns, Sunday night during 
wildcard play.

“Winning your division is 
a tough task to do,” Edmunds 
said. “It was good to see both 
teams [the Bills and Steelers] 
accomplish this milestone. 

Civil Rights 
Movement, 
King’s visits 
to Danville 
remembered

By LANIE DAVIS
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

In 1865, two months after the end of the 
Civil War and the abolishment of slavery, 
81 black members of First Baptist Church in 
Danville asked to be dismissed so they could 
form their own houses of worship.

Some of those pioneers went on to create 
High Street Baptist Church, which would 
be the headquarters of the local Civil Rights 
Movement nearly 100 years later.

At the start of the Civil Rights Movement 
in Danville, Reverend Lendall Chase opened 
the doors of High Street to those who wanted 
to join the cause.

The church, which at that point had burned 
and rebuilt twice in 1878 and 1901, saw 
droves of people in what were called “mass 
meetings,” according to church member 
Carolyn Wilson. 

There, she said, those wanting to be 
involved in the Civil Rights Movement lis-
tened to speeches and were given instructions 
on what to do. The mass meetings happened 
each night in the sanctuary for at least two 
years, according to Wilson, with standing 
room only available from the front of the 
house to the balcony. They would take up col-
lections to fund their cause at the meetings.

“We had to keep people motivated and 
stirred up to keep everyone involved and 
wanting to see this thing through,” Wilson 
said.

Wilson was a teenager at the time of the 
Civil Rights Movement and first got involved 
when a classmate asked her one day at school 
if she were going to march later that day. 
Wilson asked her friend what she’d have to 
do, and her friend replied that they would just 
need to march and hold a sign.

Wilson remembers marching downtown 
and to the courthouse steps with a sign later 
that same day. She doesn’t even remember 
what her sign said, but from that moment on, 
she was involved with the local movement. 

She remembers going out to march and 
returning to High Street to find women of 
the congregation had made food. Most of 

See EDMUNDS, page 2A

Edmunds helps push Bills to fi rst 
playoff win in a quarter century

Making Danville proud

Derek Boyko/Buffalo Bills
Tremaine Edmunds, a Danville native and graduate of Dan River high School, played 
middle linebacker for the Buffalo Bills as they took their first playoff win since 1995. 

Submitted photo
Harold Middlebrook (left) and Bishop 
L. G. Campbell (right) march in down-
town Danville during the Civil Rights 
Movement.

By ELIAS WEISS
Star-Tribune Digital

Coordinator / Staff Writer

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
— The Federal Energy 
Regulation Commission 
recently began consider-
ing a request to complete 
construction at the north-
ern end of the Mountain 
Valley Pipeline, the nat-
ural gas pipeline with a 
planned southern endpoint 
in Chatham.

The FERC issued a 
stop-work order in 2018 
that impeded construction 
within a 25-mile zone situ-
ated between two Jefferson 

National Forest water-
sheds, citing environmen-
tal protection. 

However, the three-per-
son FERC rendered a 2-1 
majority vote last month 
to allow construction along 
a 17-mile portion of the 
previously denoted exclu-
sion zone through Giles 
and Craig counties, from 
mile 201.6 to mile 218.6 
of the pipeline, immediate-
ly northwest of Roanoke, 
ultimately concluding that 
construction along that 
segment would not release 
any pollutants into the 
neighboring watersheds.

FERC Commissioner 
Richard Glick, who cast 

the losing vote last month, 
said the ruling was “a seri-
ous mistake.”

“The Commission’s con-
tention that the condition 
is relevant only when a 
pipeline first commences 
construction makes the 
condition look like an 
excuse for justifying the 
Commission’s practice of 
granting conditional cer-
tificates and not a seri-
ous attempt to protect the 
environment or the public 
interest,” Glick wrote in a 
letter of dissent.

Mountain Valley’s battle 
with the FERC is shad-
owed still by multiple 
environmental protection 

groups in Virginia and 
West Virginia.

The environmen-
tal public interest group 

Appalachian Voices 
issued a statement, saying, 
“Without proper analysis, 

SMALL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

By LANIE DAVIS
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

For 46 years, J.D. Ferguson 
has been actualizing his pas-
sion for helping clients through 
his business, New Beginnings 
Insurance. 

Ferguson, a Danville native, 
switched to the insurance busi-
ness after working in banking 

for some time. His desire to 
help people inspired his career 
change. Ferguson studied and 
passed an exam to make the 
switch. He has been assist-
ing clients with life insurance, 
annuities and financial services 
since.

“I enjoy helping people,” 
Ferguson said. “That’s why 
I’m still here.”

In addition, he continued his 

education for 30 years to stay 
up to date on laws and other 
aspects of the insurance busi-
ness.

From his first location 
across from Biscuitville on 
Patton Street in Danville to his 
current on U.S. Highway 29 in 
Blairs, Ferguson has accumu-
lated thousands of clients over 

Danville native fi nds passion in 
helping others with insurance

See INSURANCE, page 2A

Lanie Davis/Star-
Tribune

J.D. Ferguson 
has been in 
the insur-
ance business 
for 46 years 
now. He is the 
owner and 
agent at New 
Beginnings 
Insurance.

FERC greenlights construction on major 
segment of Mountain Valley Pipeline

Submitted photo
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, which 
is responsible for allowing or disallowing construc-
tion on the Mountain Valley Pipeline, meets in this 
building at 888 First St. in Washington, D.C.

See MLK, page 2A

See MVP, page 2A

Food pickup/
delivery
Blanche’s Closet 
in Gretna is avail-
able for food pick 
up and delivery 
Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
For more informa-
tion, call 434-656-
2600.

Nar-Anon 
meetings
The Nar-Anon 
meetings regu-
larly held at Grace 
Design UMC on 
Franklin Tpke. at 6 
p.m. on Thursdays, 
will be online Zoom 
meetings until fur-
ther notice, due to 
Covid concerns. 
Please contact 
Jane at 434-713-
4404 or email gra-
cenaranon@gmail.
com for further 
information on how 
to join zoom meet-
ings at the same 
time on Thursday.

Adult tutoring
The Pittsylvania 
County Literacy 
Program is avail-
able to help any 
adults over the 
age of 18 with their 
reading and writing 
skills. All tutoring is 
free of charge and 
includes books. For 
more information, 
contact 434-432-
7789.

Central Al-Anon 
Family Group 
Weekly Virtual 
Meeting on Zoom 
on Tuesday 8 p.m. 
until 9 p.m. ET.
Zoom Meeting:
https://
us04web.zoom.
us/j/862874111
Meeting ID: 862 
874 111
Call by telephone: 
+1 301 715 8592 
US Meeting ID: 862 
874 111
Please contact 
Dave S. with ques-
tions at: Tel: 434 
-709-1791 Email: 
thestonehome.
david@gmail.com
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SIGHTS & BITES
S I G H T S  &  B I T E S
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S i g h t s e e i n g  c r u i s e s  a n d  e v e n t s  o n  S m i t h  M o u n t a i n  L a k e
va d a r e c r u i s e s . c o m  |  5 4 0 -2 9 7-7 1 0 0

Travelers are looking for ideas and 
inspiration when thinking about a 

vacation. SIGHTS & BITES provides 
our readers with details on local outdoor 
recreation, food and drink, culture and 

heritage, family experiences, regional travel 
suggestions and local picks.
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PICK UP YOURS 
TODAY!

What Pharmacy
Was Meant To Be

Jeff Rodden,
Pharmacist
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We accept most Medicare Part D • Medicare • Medicare Insurance  

• Delivery Available! •
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the people who did go out and 
protest were young, Wilson said, 
as they did not have jobs they 
could lose.

“Most of us were just young 
people, trying to make a 
difference,” Wilson said. “...
If our parents were caught 
demonstrating and boycotting, 
they lost their jobs and couldn’t 
feed their families. So it was 
up to the young people. That’s 
why so many young people 
participated.”

After Bloody Monday, the June 
10, 1963 incident in which police 
turned water hoses on protesters 
in downtown Danville, Wilson 
remembers those who were not 
arrested returning back to the 
church and getting their wounds 
dressed. 

Wilson, however, did not 
go out to march because her 
mother would not let her on that 
particular day.

Famously, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. visited Danville in 
March 1963, speaking at the City 
Auditorium. He returned again 

in July of that year following 
Bloody Monday, speaking at 
High Street in their sanctuary.

He returned to Danville in 
November 1963 to participate in 
a civil rights rally.

Wilson recalled one interaction 
she had with King. While she 
didn’t remember exactly when it 
happened or if it was during one 
of his public visits to the city, she 
said she had just gotten out of jail 
after spending seven days there 
after protesting. 

Upon leaving the jail, she and 
some others met King at a black-
owned cafe on Spring Street, 
where she sat next to him.

She had spent the last three 
days fasting in protest, and King 
told her to eat something light, 
such as soup, so she wouldn’t get 
sick. She described him as soft 
spoken and kind.

At the time, Wilson said 
she didn’t know that she was 
speaking to someone who 
would later become an icon. 
She knew King as a leader in 
their movement and had seen 

him speak at the March on 
Washington, but what he would 
come to be was unknown to her 
then.

“What stands out the most 
about that is that I had no idea,” 
Wilson said. “I had no idea that he 
would be as great as he has come 
to be. He was just a nice man...
and who would’ve thought that 
years later, I’d go to Washington 
and there’s a whole memorial 
there carved in granite? It kind 
of takes you back.”

High Street served as a meeting 
place for the local movement 
until at least 1965, while Loyal 
Baptist and Bibleway also served 
as locations for the cause. 

Being a crucial part of the 
Civil Rights Movement isn’t 
the church’s only historical 
signifi cance, as it was the 
meeting place of the men who 
came together and started First 
State Bank, the city’s fi rst black-
owned bank in the city, in 1919.

Today, the church building 
boasts its strong historical 

background ranging from the 
creation of the bank to the Civil 
Rights Movement to the elections 
of black leaders, including 
Danville’s fi rst black mayor, 
Charles Harris. The history 
is depicted from old photos, 
documents and newspaper 
clippings framed on the walls in 
their fellowship hall.

While looking at the displays, 
Wilson recounted even more 
context of the time, including 
how their pastor Rev. Chase ran 
for city council. While he didn’t 
win, it got black people involved 
in local politics for the fi rst time. 
At Loyal Street Baptist Church, 
people could learn to read and 
write to be able to register to 
vote, though they still faced 
obstacles to be able to do that. 

One of the frames holds a fl yer 
from a boycott conducted by the 
Danville Freedom Movement, 
calling for people to not shop 
at stores downtown and other 
specifi c businesses and to 
not read the local newspaper. 
Contact persons listed were 

Rev. Chase, L. G. Campbell and 
Harold Middlebrook. 

Wilson remembers the boycott 
was around Christmastime and 
was pointed towards the fact 
that black people were not given 
the “nicer” jobs such as clerk 
or secretary. They were only 
allowed to clean. They called it 
“black Christmas” and explained 
to children why they wouldn’t be 
receiving toys.

In 1995, the church building 
took another hit after a storm 
damaged the roof so badly the 
church could not be used in the 
year it took to repair.

Even still today, Wilson, 
president of the senior choir 
and missionary president, said 
it’s been nearly a year since her 
church has held church services 
or any activities in the building 
due to COVID-19. Bible study 
and Sunday school are held 
via teleconferences, and their 
pastor speaks on WDVA every 
Sunday. 

“I do miss coming to my 
church,” Wilson said. 

MLK
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Although on different teams, my 
brothers and I worked hard to help our 
respective teams do what needed to 
be done to set their teams up for the 
playoffs.”

The three brothers, all raised in 
Danville, made one thing clear – their 
family is tight and supports each other on 
and off the fi eld.

“I’m happy how Tremaine and 
the Buffalo Bills represented their 
conference,” Trey Edmunds told the 
Star-Tribune. “It’s a good feeling to 
know all three of us have achieved a 
common goal.”

The running back played four games 
this season, all wins.

“It’s a blessing to win each Sunday, 
let alone the most games in your 

conference,” Trey said. “We are honored 
to win our division. It takes a lot of 
dedication and focus from all players and 
coaches to do so.”

Terrell Edmunds recorded six tackles 
Sunday night in Pittsburgh’s loss to 
Cleveland. During the regular season, the 
safety secured two interceptions as well.

“It was a nice and rewarding feeling to 
win and to have had the opportunity to 
go to the playoffs for my fi rst time as an 
NFL player,” Terrell said. “We all have to 
do it one game at a time.”

The Buffalo Bills Saturday night will 
host the Baltimore Ravens, who won 
their wildcard game on the road at 
Tennessee yesterday.

The game will kick off at 8:15 p.m. on 
NBC.

Edmunds
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the public cannot know the severity of 
impacts to soil, steep slopes, streams and 
wetlands that dozens of conventional 
borings would bring.”

Nearly 1,000 people submitted 
signatures in support of that comment.

The Mountain Valley Pipeline project is 
slated to be a 303-mile natural gas pipeline 
with a southern terminus in Chatham.

The pipeline, if and when completed, 
will be 42 inches in diameter and provide 
2 billion cubic feet of natural gas per 
day from the Marcellus and Utica shale 
formations.

It has been noted that, since 2000, 
the FERC has approved 99 percent of 
corporate applications for natural gas 
projects. Glick claims the FERC is still 
missing the permits requisite to legally 

grant the ruling that was produced Dec. 
17.

“MVP is still missing necessary 
permits, including authorization to 
cross the Jefferson National Forest,” 
Glick said. “Given the MVP permits’ 
checkered litigation record, we should 
not authorize MVP to commence piece-
meal construction, including construction 
affecting a national forest, before it has all 
the permits needed to complete the Project 
along its current route.”

“I see no reason why it is not equally 
important to require the pipeline to 
meet the same condition every time it 
recommences construction, especially 
after having a necessary permit invalidated 
by court order,” he continued.

MVP
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the years, which took some time. It 
took fi ve years and a lot of hours for 
Ferguson to be able to “make it” in the 
business, which was tough because he is 
on a commission basis.

He makes it his mission to take care of 
their every need.

“Any client who has any need, I take 
care of it personally,” Ferguson said.

Ferguson enjoys what he does so much 
that it is not considered a job. He looks 
forward to coming to the offi ce fi ve days 
per week.

“I love what I do,” Ferguson said. “It’s 
no job for me. It’s a career that I’ve had 
for 46 years, and I thoroughly enjoy it.”

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Ferguson’s clients still needed to take 
care of business as usual, whether that 

was over the phone or in person. Due 
to this, he has not seen a change in his 
business over the past year. 

However, the offi ce procedures have 
changed a bit. Ferguson is the only 
person that works in offi ce, and those 
who come in are required to wear a 
mask. Social distancing is also observed.

Through it all, Ferguson will continue 
to provide for his customers with a 
smile.

“I’m not here because I have to be,” he 
said. “I believe in what I’m doing. You 
won’t fi nd many people who enjoy their 
job as much as I do.”

Ferguson said he will continue to serve 
his clients as long as he is of sound mind 
and God gives him the ability to do so.

Insurance
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of Danville taxi driver
At approximately 8:56 p.m. Sunday 

evening, Danville Police were called to 
the 500 block of Gay Street for a medical 
emergency. Upon arrival, they discovered 
a deceased female suffering from an 
apparent wound.

The victim’s body was taken to the 
Medical Examiner’s Office in Roanoke 
for an autopsy. This is the first homicide 
in the City of Danville this year.

Investigators arrested James Edward 
Fultz IV of Martinsville in connection 
with the homicide. 

Investigators believe Fultz, age 47, got 
a ride in a cab and at some point during 
the fare, cut or stabbed the driver.

The driver, 51-year-old Wendy Harris, 
died at the scene. She was a Danville 
resident and had no known connection 
to Fultz. 

Fultz left the area before police arrived, 
but investigators developed him as the 
suspect, tracked him to a location on 
Temple Avenue and arrested him after a 

brief foot chase.
Police charged Fultz 

with first-degree murder 
in connection to Harris’ 
death. He is being held in 
Danville City Jail without 
bond.

Danville Police held a 
H.E.A.R.T. walk at 3 p.m. 
Monday afternoon in the 
area where this incident 
took place.

Police also charged Fultz with the rob-
bery of Carter’s Quick Shoppe at 3103 
West Main Street that happened Dec. 27, 
2020. 

These cases are still active investiga-
tions and we ask that anyone who may 
have information on this case or the iden-
tity of the person in the photo to please 
contact DPD at 434-793-0000 or use their 
crime tips app CARE at https://www.
p3tips.com/tipform.aspx?ID=818#.

Fultz
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Gretna Town Council
approves new streetlight

By LANIE DAVIS
Star-Tribune Staff Writer

Upon request from Councilman James 
Gilbert at a past meeting, Gretna Town 
Manager David Lilly presented options 
to town council on a new streetlight on 
Canaan Land Drive in the curve that is 
lacking any source of light at night.

Dominion Energy presented Lilly with 
two options for the light, which he then 
relayed back to council. 

The first option was to install one pole 
in the curve of Canaan Land Drive with 
a light and needed wiring from the trans-

former pole at a garage, which would cost 
$1,870.

The second option was to install one 
pole in the curve of Canaan Land Drive 
and extend the needed wiring from the 
transformer pole at the same garage to 
a new pole and then from the new pole 
to an existing pole and install a light for 
$2,200.

The town voted to go with the second 
option after some discussion.

In other business, the council spent 
most of their meeting in closed session on 
a Zoom call with Matt Rowe, Pittsylvania 
County’s economic development director.


