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Little Exployers Storytime:  Tuesdays at 10 a.m. at the Courtland Branch 
of the Blackwater Regional Library. For more information, call 757-653-
2821, visit our website, our FaceBook page or www.blackwaterlib.org/.

Adult craft programs: Adult craft programs are held on the second 
Wednesday each month at 5:30 p.m. The craft for Sept. 8 will be DIY fi sh-
ing lures.

BY TITUS MOHLER
STAFF WRITER

Twenty years have passed 
since a 31-year-old Don Wil-
son went from hearing, in 
Franklin, 
about the Sept. 
11 terror at-
tacks to assist-
ing with the re-
covery opera-
tions in New 
York City 
shortly there-
after.

Wilson, now a captain in 
the Navy who lives in Ivor, is 
one of 12 area � re� ghters for 
whom the sights, sounds and 
smells of ground zero are still 
fresh in his mind.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of re� ecting on 9/11 
since a younger generation of 
Americans now exists that 
had not been born when al-
most 3,000 people were killed 
after 19 militants associated 
with the Islamic extremist 
group al Qaeda hijacked four 
airplanes and carried out sui-
cide attacks against targets 
within the U.S.

“I’m originally from Jersey 
City, New Jersey, right across 
from New York City,” Wilson 
said. 

He noted that he grew up 
watching construction of the 
World Trade Center and see-
ing the World Trade Center 

SUBMITTED | DAN EGGLESTON

This is the group of Franklin-area fi refi ghters in New York City, 
serving in whatever way they could in the days following Sept. 
11, 2001. Pictured are, from left, front row, Michael D. Williams, 
Michael Green, Don Wilson, Frank Puccini, Richard Grizzard; 
back row, Travis Preau, Kaplin, Joshua Goyet, Danny Bolton, 
Nick Vaughan and Dan Eggleston.

SUBMITTED | DAN EGGLESTON

A 9/11 refl ection from 
Franklin to New York City

On the morning of Septem-
ber 11, 2001, 19 terrorists hi-
jacked four commercial air-
planes bound for California. 
� e planes departed from air-
ports in Boston; Newark, NJ; 
and Washington, D.C. Septem-
ber 11 would become an infa-
mous date in American and 
world history, and the events 
of that day would forever 
change the world. As the world 
commemorates the 20th anni-
versary of 9/11, the following 
timeline, courtesy of the Na-
tional September 11 Memorial 
& Museum, can help people 
fully understand how events 
unfolded on that late-summer 
morning two decades ago.

• 5:45 a.m.: Two of the hi-
jackers pass through security 

at Portland International Air-
port in Maine. � e men will 
take a short � ight to Boston 
Logan International Airport, 
where they will join three oth-
er hijackers and board Ameri-
can Airlines Flight 11.

• 6:00 a.m: Two of the hi-
jacked planes, American Air-
lines Flight 11 and United Air-
lines Flight 175, will eventually 
crash into the North and South 
Towers of the World Trade 
Center complex in New York 
City. � e day was a signi� cant 
one on the New York City po-
litical calendar, as polling sta-
tions opened at 6 a.m. for pri-
mary elections.

• 7:59 a.m.: American Air-

COURTESY

On September 11, 2001, four commercial airplanes were hijacked 
and sent to various targets in the United States. Two planes 
crashed into the towers of the World Trade Center in New York 
City, one plane crashed into the U.S. Pentagon Building near 
Washington, D.C., and a fourth plane was intercepted from the 
hijackers and crash-landed in rural Pennsylvania.

A timeline of 
the morning of 

September 11, 2001

� e Tidewater News asked 
people for their memories of 
where they were, what they 
were doing and what they were 
thinking on Sept. 11, 2001. 
� ese responses were solicited 
in the newspaper, on Facebook 
and on our website, inviting 
people to respond via the web-
site, Facebook or email. Below 
are some of the responses we 
received. Responses have been 
edited for spelling, grammar, 
style and length.

In the timeframe around 
2001, I instructed a class at 
Paul D. Camp Community 

College as an introduction for 
beginners to the use of com-
puters. Over the course of sev-
eral weeks, a group of about a 
dozen students learned how 
computers work and about 
how to use a computer’s oper-
ating system, word processing, 
email and Internet browsing 
capabilities.

Sept. 11, 2001, was the last 
day of class for one of my 
groups. We had completed the 
� nal topic of study (which was 
Internet browsing), and for the 
time remaining in class that 

Where 
were you?

BY STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

When al-Qaida terrorists hi-
jacked American Airlines 
Flight 11 and forced it to col-
lide with the north tower of 
the World Trade Center, 
Windsor Elementary School 
teacher Rebecca Smith was 
teaching � fth grade.

� e time was 8:46 a.m., 
Sept. 11, 2001 — a Tuesday. 
Seventeen minutes later, 
United Airlines Flight 175, al-
so under the control of al-Qa-
eda terrorists, struck the 

south tower.
� e attacks coincided with 

Smith’s planning period, so 
no students were in her class-
room at the time. But her son 
was in a nearby kindergarten 
classroom.

“When I heard what had 
happened, I immediately 
walked down to his room just 
to take a peek at him through 
the door,” Smith said.

But the rest of the school 
day, she recalls, went on as 
normal — at least for the chil-

IW teachers 
remember 9/11

Sept. 11, 2001
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basically every day of his 
life when he was a young 
child and a teenager. He 
could see it from his room, 
from his high school, Saint 
Peter’s Prep, and from 
where he practiced football 
at Liberty State Park.

“And when I left Jersey 
City in 1987 to join the Na-
vy, I traveled all around the 
world,” he said. “� e Navy 
brought me to Franklin in 
August of 1996. I lived on 
Nor� eet Street.”

It was 1996 that he also 
became a volunteer mem-
ber of the Franklin Fire & 
Rescue Department.

Later, the Navy took him 
abroad.

“For almost two years, I 
had been in the western Pa-
ci� c, and my last tour at 
that time was in Japan, and 
I had transferred back to 
the United States,” he said. 
“I was moving back into my 
house in Franklin, and this 
is right at the end of August 
of 2001.”

He had 30 days leave, and 
the weekend of Sept. 7-9, 
he visited New Jersey and 
New York City with his two 
oldest sons, and they all 
even went to the base of the 
World Trade Center.

“� at’s just something I 
always think about is that, 
timing-wise, if it would 
have been a couple days 
later, I might have been up 
there if school wasn’t in 
session, because at the time 
I had family up there,” Wil-
son said.

However, his kids were 
back in school come Tues-
day, Sept. 11, and with 
nothing to do in the day-
time while on leave, he opt-
ed to serve a volunteer shift 
for Franklin Fire & Rescue.

He remembered washing 
Engine 5 that morning, a 
� re truck that he said is still 
in service with the city.

“I’m washing that truck, 
and at the time, the shift 
captain, Ronny Gri�  n, 
comes outside and says, 
‘Hey, Don, you grew up 
right across from New York 
City, right?’” Wilson re-
called. “I said, ‘Yeah, I did.’ 
He goes, ‘You should come 
in here. A plane hit the 
World Trade Center.’

“And I’m like, ‘Yeah, let 
me � nish this, and I’ll be 
in.’ And in my mind, I’m 
thinking it was like a small 
aircraft or like a helicopter, 
right? Just not thinking it’s 
that big of a deal, maybe it’s 
foggy up there, whatever.”

He ended up � nishing his 
task outside.

“And then I walk into the 
day room, and that’s a big 
screen in there, and I was in 
shock at what I saw on the 
screen,” Wilson said. 
“Here’s a building, and 
there’s a big hole in it, and 
there’s � re and smoke. I’m 
like, ‘Holy cow,’ right? And 
as I’m trying to process all 
these things in my mind, 
the second jet hit. And I 
mean, just completely shell 
shocked, all of us.

He said he and his fellow 
Franklin � re� ghters were 
glued to the TV.

“Over a period of time, 
more people start coming 
in that are members of the 
� re department,” he said. 
“And we’re watching this, 
and at the same time, we’re 
getting the reports of what’s 
going on in Washington, 
D.C., we’re getting the re-
ports of possibly additional 
hijackings, things like that.”

He said everyone at the 
� re station could not move.

“We can’t really say much 
except we’re full of ques-
tions that have no answers,” 
he said.

� e � rst World Trade 
Center tower fell and then 
the second.

“None of us had ever 
seen anything like that live 
before, you know what I’m 
saying?” he said. “How do 
you process something like 
that?”

He said that if he remem-
bers correctly, “I don’t 
think there was a call at all 
that day for us. I don’t re-
member ever leaving the 
station and going on an 
EMS call or on a � re rescue 
call.”

An ensign in the Navy at 
the time, Wilson said, “I’m 
calling back to the people 
who move us around going, 
‘Do you need me some-

place?’ And they’re like, 
‘Stay put. Just stay on 
leave.’”

He said he tried to call 
family and friends up in 
New York.

“� is is well before social 
media,” he said. “We had 
email, but we didn’t have 
Facebook. So I’m trying to 
call people to 
� nd out, be-
cause I knew 
people that 
worked in 
lower Man-
hattan, that 
worked in 
the trade 
center, guys I 
went to high 
school with. 
And again, 
nobody’s got 
any informa-
tion.”

He ex-
plained that 
Franklin Fire 
& Rescue had 
already had 
an exchange 
program with 
the New York 
City Fire De-
partment, 
and Frank-
lin’s � re chief 
at the time, 
Dan Egg-
leston, had 
ties to the 
New York 
City Fire De-
partment.

“� at evening, Dan Egg-
leston had called us all to-
gether and said, ‘Hey, I 
want to send a team up 
north, and I want to send 
about 12 people up north, 
various � re� ghters with 
rescue experience from 
Franklin and from the sur-
rounding county � re sta-
tions,’” Wilson recalled. 
“And he looked at me, and 
he said, ‘Don,’ he said, ‘Can 
you get us in there?’ Be-
cause I’m from there, so I 
know all the roads, I know 
all the ways in, because 
lower Manhattan’s com-
pletely shut down, the Hol-
land Tunnel is shut down. 
So he goes, ‘Can you drive 
one of the vehicles, and can 
you get us in there?’ And 
I’m like, ‘Yeah.’ 

“I was kind of in shock 
that he asked me, because 
like I said, I had just come 
back from being gone for 
almost two years, and I felt 
that there were other de-
serving � re� ghters that 
probably should have went 
ahead of me, but call it resi-
dent knowledge, whatever.”

On Sept. 12, the group of 
area � re� ghters out� tted 
two vehicles — a Suburban 
and a van — with gear and 
started the drive up in the 
late afternoon. Wilson 
drove the lead vehicle on 
the trip.

“We had a police escort 
for a good portion of it,” he 
said. “People were getting 
out of our way, and then 
there were other emergen-
cy vehicles headed north 
too. 

“So we get up there, and I 
get us over into Manhattan, 
and there’s a blockade for 
the West Side (Highway) 
going down into lower 
Manhattan,” he continued. 
“We have emergency vehi-
cles, we’ve got lights, sirens, 
they let us through, just go, 
go, go, everybody’s pushing 
us through.

He said the further they 
got south into Manhattan, 
there was no power in the 
area because all of it had 
been shut o� .

“So it’s very dark,” he 
said. “� e other thing we 
noticed is it looked like it 
was snowing. So windows 
are still up, we’ve got the 

AC on.”
He said 

there were 
vehicles all 
over the 
place.

“You’ve got 
to remember, 
they evacuat-
ed lower 
Manhattan, 
so in the 
middle of the 
street, there’s 
still cars that 
have been 
abandoned, 
trucks, things 
like that, bus-
es,” he said. 

He noted 
they parked 
probably � ve 
or six blocks 
away from 
the World 
Trade Center 
on a side 
street where 
a pizza place 
was located.

“� en 
when we got 
out of the ve-

hicle, there was the ash 
coming down,” he said. 
“� ere was this eerie si-
lence, and there was this 
scent or this smell in the air 
that I cannot describe to 
you. I can remember the 
smell, but I can’t describe it 
to you. It was like a nuclear 
winter. It was something 
out of the apocalypse, out 
of a movie, it was unbeliev-
able.”

� e Franklin-area � re-
� ghters put on their back-
packs, grabbed their gear 
and started walking.

“As we get closer, you can 
see the glare of the lights, 
because down at ground 
zero, there’s � oodlights all 
over the place,” Wilson said. 
“World Trade Center Build-
ing No. 7 was still on � re. 
� ere were other � res that 
were still going on.”

He said they � nally came 
around a block to where the 
familiar sight of the World 
Trade Center towers had 
greeted him for so many 
trips into the city through-
out his childhood and teen-
age years.

“� ere’s nothing there,” 
he said, recalling the scene 
in the early morning hours 
of Sept. 13, 2001. “It’s just 
smoke, it’s still ‘snowing,’ 
it’s just sounds of equip-
ment and alarms going o� . 
It was crazy.”

And operations at ground 
zero were completely disor-
ganized as well, he recalled.

“We didn’t know where to 
go,” he said. “Remember, 
we didn’t do a formal re-
quest that said, ‘Hey, we’re 
coming’ or anything like 
that. We just showed up.

“And then it starts rain-
ing,” he continued. “And 
then something else hap-
pened where this big alarm 
went o� , and they ordered 
everyone to stop on the pile 
and just break away. I don’t 
remember if it was they 
were afraid it was going to 
collapse or if it was a gas 

leak or what.”
On a street corner, the 

Franklin-area � re� ghters 
ran into colleagues from, of 
all places, a Chesapeake 
� re department that had al-
so sent a team. 

By this time, it was proba-
bly 1 or 2 a.m., Wilson said, 
so the area � re� ghters took 
a catnap right there on the 
sidewalk underneath a cov-
ering.

Early that morning, Wil-
son and a few others 
walked around the perime-
ter of ground zero.

“� ere were food trucks 
set up that were providing 
hot meals for all the rescue 
workers and stu�  like that,” 
he said. “We go grab some-
thing to eat, and we contin-
ue walking around the pe-
rimeter and (see) just the 
total devastation. Every-
body is just looking like 
they’re in shock. Everybody 
has just got these wide eyes 
(that say,) ‘What is going 
on?’ 

“You could see some New 
York City � re� ghters, and 
you could just tell the pain 
that they had, and you 
know, you didn’t say any-
thing to them. Everything 
was just, ‘Hey, brother,’ 
‘Hey, brother,’ that kind of 
stu� , but you could just see 
the devastation in their fac-
es, the loss on their faces.”

Wilson also recalled a key 
feature from his many visits 
to the World Trade Center.

“� ere was a courtyard 
between the two towers 
where there was a cafe, and 
there was this big, bronze, 
globe-looking thing,” he 
said, noting it historically 
had music that was playing 
over loudspeakers there, 
kind of like elevator music. 
“Really strange, but that 
music was still playing. … 
How it was still playing I 
don’t know because there 
wasn’t any power. I just re-
member there wasn’t any 
power except for the gener-
ators.”

Wilson said that after re-
turning to the street corner 
where he had slept, Chief 
Eggleston had found out 
where the New York City 
command post was.

“We reported in, we told 
them who we were, and the 
� rst thing they assigned us 

to do was to help set up a 
supply depot,” Wilson said, 
which included things like 
gloves, helmets, masks for 
ventilation, shovels, picks 
and bottled water.

After completing that 
task, the local � re� ghters 

received an assignment to 
go over to West Street near 
where there was a telecom-
munications building.

“I think it was the AT&T 
building, and we were 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2021 www.TheTidewaterNews.com            THE TIDEWATER NEWS   A5

From Pregnancy to Age 5!

Head Start & Early Head Start
Early Childhood Education Center Based 

& Home Visiting Options

Full Benefits & Competitive Pay
Assistance with Credentials

See website for other openings!

NOW HIRING!

careers.childrenscenterva.com
APPLY NOW!

Teachers
Home Visitors

Custodians
Bus Drivers

Equal Opportunity Employer: Disability/Veteran, Drug Free Workplace
 

Let us pray for those who perished, honor those who helped and 
reflects on the legacy of a day that changed the course of history.

20 Years Later…
We will never forget.

Music Acts Included in the Cost of Admission
All Acts to Perform at the Duke Automotive Stage

Music Acts

Admission Details

September 16 - 19, 2021

Children Under 5 Free!

Ages 6 - 12
$8 Online
$10 Gate

Ages 13+
$10 Online

$15 Gate

| TheFairIsComing.com 

The Deloreans
7PM

Chase Payne
7PM

Who’s Bad: The Ultimate
Michael Jackson Experience
9PM

Tyler Farr
9PM

Friday, September 17

Saturday, September 18

Sunday, September 19
Military Appreciation Day 

Guests with valid ID $5

FRANKLIN: 
FROM PAGE A1

SEE FRANKLIN, A8

SUBMITTED | RICHARD GRIZZARD

Richard Grizzard, one of the Franklin-area fi refi ghters to 
go to New York City and o� er aid in the days following 9/11, 
took this photo of President George W. Bush during his visit 
at ground zero.

‘There was this eerie 
silence, and there was 
this scent or this smell 
in the air that I cannot 
describe to you. I can 
remember the smell, 
but I can’t describe 
it to you. It was like 
a nuclear winter. It 
was something out 
of the apocalypse, 
out of a movie, it was 
unbelievable.’

Don Wilson
Franklin Fire & Rescue



lines Flight 11 takes o�  from 
Boston with 11 crew mem-
bers, 76 passengers and � ve 
hijackers on board. � e 
plane, which will eventually 
crash into the North tower 
at the World Trade Center, is 
� lled with more than 76,000 
pounds of fuel.

• 8:15 a.m.: United Air-
lines Flight 175 takes o�  
from Boston with nine crew 
members, 51 passengers, 
and � ve hijackers on board. 
� is � ight also is loaded 
with 76,000 pounds of fuel.

• 8:19 a.m.: American Air-
lines ground personnel are 
alerted by � ight attendant 
Betty Ann Ong that Flight 11 
is being hijacked. � is call 
lasts roughly 25 minutes and 
Ong reports that the cockpit 
is unreachable. In the mo-
ments before Ong’s call, one 
of the hijackers stabbed 
Daniel M. Lewin, who was 
sitting in front of him in � rst 
class. Lewin is likely the � rst 
person killed in the 9/11 at-
tacks.

• 8:20 a.m.: American Air-
lines Flight 77 takes o�  from 
Washington Dulles Interna-
tional Airport. � e � ight has 
49,900 pounds of fuel and is 
carrying six crew members, 
53 passengers and � ve hi-
jackers.

• 8:21 a.m.: � e transpon-
der on Flight 11 is turned 
o� . � is device is meant to 
allow air tra�  c controllers 
to identify and monitor the 
� ight path of a plane.

• 8:24 a.m.: One of the hi-
jackers of Flight 11 unwit-

tingly broadcasts a message 
to air tra�  c controllers 
alerting them to the attacks. 
� e hijacker was attempting 
to communicate with pas-
sengers and crew within the 
cabin.

• 8:30 a.m.: Around this 
time, roughly 80 people 
have already begun gather-
ing on the 106th � oor of the 
North Tower of the World 
Trade Center for a � nancial 
technology conference. � e 
conference is one of many 
events on the Trade Center 
schedule that day.

• 8:37 a.m.: � e Boston 
Air Tra�  c Control Center 
alerts the military that a hi-
jacking is under way. 

• 8:42 a.m.: United Air-
lines Flight 93 takes o�  from 
Newark International Air-
port. � e � ight was due to 
take o�  at roughly the same 
time as the other hijacked 
planes, but was delayed due 
to routine tra�  c. Seven 
crew members, 33 passen-
gers and four hijackers are 
on board. � e � ight is � lled 
with 48,700 pounds of fuel.

• 8:46 a.m.: Five hijackers 
crash Flight 11 into � oors 93 
through 99 of the North 
Tower of the World Trade 
Center. Hundreds, including 
everyone on board the 
� ight, are killed instantly. 
� e crash severs all three 
emergency stairwells, trap-
ping hundreds of people 
above the 91st � oor.

• 8:46 a.m.: Police, para-
medics and � re� ghters are 
sent to the North Tower. 

• 8:50 a.m.: While visiting 
an elementary school in 
Florida, U.S. President 
George W. Bush is noti� ed 
that a small plane has hit 
the North Tower. 

• 8:52 a.m.: A � ight atten-
dant aboard Flight 175 
reaches a United Airlines 
operator in San Francisco 
and reports the � ight is be-
ing hijacked. By 9 a.m., vari-
ous passengers on Flight 
175 have called family 
members.

• 8:55 a.m.: � e Port Au-
thority informs people in-
side the South Tower via a 
public address system that 
the building is secure and 
there is no need to evacuate.

• 8:59 a.m.: � e Port Au-
thority Police Department 
orders both towers evacuat-
ed. One minute later Cap-
tain Anthony Whitaker ex-
pands the order to include 
all civilians in the entire 
World Trade Center com-
plex.

• 9:02 a.m.: An evacuation 

order is broadcast in the 
South Tower.

• 9:03 a.m.: Five hijackers 
crash Flight 175 into � oors 
77 through 85 of the South 
Tower. All onboard the � ight 
are killed, as are an un-
known number of people 
inside the building. Two of 
the three emergency stair-
wells are impassable and 
most elevator cables are 
severed, trapping many 
people above the impact 
zone and inside elevator 
cars.

• 9:03 a.m.: A second call 
for mobilization brings the 
total number of New York 
City Police Department o�  -
cers responding to the 
scene to roughly 2,000. In 
addition, the FDNY issues a 
� fth alarm and deploys sev-
eral hundred additional 

� re� ghters to the scene. 
• 9:05 a.m.: President 

Bush is informed that a sec-
ond plane has crashed into 
the World Trade Center.

• 9:12 a.m.: Flight atten-
dant Renée A. May calls her 
mother and tells her that hi-
jackers have seized control 
of Flight 77. When May’s call 
is disconnected, she calls 
American Airlines.

• 9:30 a.m.: Amidst re-
ports of additional hijacked 
planes, the Mayor’s O�  ce of 
Emergency Management at 
7 World Trade Center is 
evacuated.

• 9:37 a.m.: Hijackers 
crash Flight 77 into the Pen-
tagon. All 53 passengers and 
six crew members perish, 
and 125 military and civil-
ian personnel on the 
ground are killed in the � re 

caused by the crash.
• 9:42 a.m.: � e Federal 

Aviation Administration 
grounds all � ights, ordering 
all civilian planes in United 
States airspace to land. De-
partures also are prohibited.

• 9:45 a.m.: Evacuations 
at the White House and the 
U.S. Capitol begin. Both the 
House of Representatives 
and Senate are in session at 
the time the evacuation be-
gins.

• 9:58 a.m.: Flight 93 is 
� ying so low to the ground 
that passenger Edward P. 
Felt is able to reach an 
emergency 911 operator in 
Westmoreland County, 
Pennsylvania. 

• 9:59 a.m.: � e South 
Tower collapses after burn-
ing for 56 minutes. � e tow-
er collapses in just 10 sec-
onds. 

• 9:59 a.m.: Continuity-of-
government procedures are 
implemented for the � rst 
known time in American 
history.

• 10:03 a.m.: Four hijack-
ers crash Flight 93 into a 
� eld near the town of 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 
All 33 passengers and seven 
crew members on board 
perish. Passengers and crew 
had stormed the cockpit, 
and the plane ultimately 
crashes just 20 minutes’ � y-
ing time from Washington, 
D.C.

• 10:15 a.m.: � e E Ring 
of the Pentagon collapses. 

• 10:28 a.m.: � e North 
Tower collapses after burn-
ing for 102 minutes. More 
than 1,600 people are killed 
as a result of the attack on 
the North Tower.

• 11:02 a.m.: New York 
City Mayor Rudolph Gi-
uliani urges the evacuation 
of lower Manhattan. 

• 12:16 p.m.: � e last 
� ight still in the air above 
the continental United 
States lands. Within two 
and a half hours, U.S. air-
space has been cleared of 
roughly 4,500 commercial 
and general aviation 
planes.  

asked to start clearing out 
the debris from that area 
and the surrounding area 
there — because portions 
of this building had col-
lapsed there — and to help 
get down to where the � -
ber-optic cables were,” Wil-
son said. “One of the priori-
ties they wanted to do was 
get the � nancial district 
back online.

“So we started digging, 
we started removing stu� , 
and we had to do this by 
hand and with rope and 
pulleys that we had, be-
cause there was no heavy 
equipment there.”

� ey were right next to 
where part of one of the 
towers had come down.

“� ere was a crew from 
the New York City Fire De-
partment working nearby,” 
Wilson said. “� ey were in 
that rubble, and I remem-
ber that every time around 
us that they had pulled out 
a � re truck or they had 
found remains, especially 
remains of a � rst responder, 
we had all stopped.

“And the New York City 

Fire Department pulled out 
their own, and we formed 
an attention line with a sa-
lute as they went by, as they 
recovered the remains. And 
then we kept going.”

Wilson said the Franklin-
area team never did � nd 
any remains, though after 
� nding a woman’s shoe 
while digging, they were 
afraid they might.

Other hazards made their 
task di�  cult, including bro-
ken water lines and sus-
pected broken gas lines.

“We had been working 
for almost two days, and it 
was time to get some sleep, 
and I remember they di-
rected us over to the Em-
bassy Suites,” Wilson said. 
“Somebody just told us to 
go � nd a bed. � ere’s no 
power in this building. 
� ere’s no power, there’s no 
running water, and the ma-
jority of the doors were 
open and spray painted be-
cause somebody, probably 
New York City Fire Depart-
ment or somebody else, 
had gone through to make 
sure everybody had gotten 
out.

“I just remember going in 
this room that somebody 
had occupied and just 
crashing on a bed.”

He said he got up in the 
morning and went back out 
into the pile, and eventually 
everybody was ordered to 
stop what they were doing. 
� ey were wondering what 
was going on.

“Well, that’s because 
President (George W.) Bush 
showed up,” he said.

Wilson noted Bush was 
coming to ground zero with 
Gov. George Pataki, Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani and U.S. Sen. 
Hillary Clinton.

Completely exhausted, 
Wilson was sitting on a yel-
low crane.

“I remember � ghter jets 
� ying over New York City, 
and I’m just sitting there, 
and I see this guy, he’s next 
to me, and he’s wearing a 
Bayonne, New Jersey, � re-
� ghting jacket, and that’s 
the city right next to Jersey 
City I grew up in,” Wilson 
said. 

He struck up a conversa-
tion with the man and 
found out they both went to 
Saint Peter’s Prep.

“And then come to � nd 
out, this is a guy I played 
football with in high 

school,” Wilson said. “Yeah, 
Kevin Fitzhenry, played 
football with him in high 
school. He’s a year older 
than me.”

� at was not the last 
“small world” element to 
Wilson’s time in New York 
City over those days follow-
ing 9/11. 

“My best friend that I 
grew up with was operating 
a block away,” Wilson said, 
referring to Joel Skursky. 
“He was a � re� ghter in 
Pennsylvania.”

From the crane, Wilson 
ended up having a great 
view of Bush’s famous bull-
horn speech.

When someone said they 
could not hear Bush, the 
president replied, “I can 
hear you! I can hear you, 
the rest of the world hears 
you, and the people who 
knocked these buildings 
down will hear all of us 
soon.”

Wilson said the crowd 
roared so loudly at that line 
that it reminded him of be-
ing at a raucous pro wres-
tling event.

“It just lifted everybody’s 
spirits up,” he said. “I was 
too tired to try to walk 
down and shake his hand 
or shake any of their 
hands.”

After Bush and the elect-
ed o�  cials left, digging and 
debris removal operations 
resumed.

“� en I want to say it was 
another day, and then all of 
a sudden, we were told to 
leave,” Wilson said. “All the 
� re departments that were 
not from that area, a New 
York City Fire Department 
representative had gone 
around and just about basi-
cally ordered us all to leave. 
Something about it being a 
crime scene. � ey wanted 
construction guys to come 
in.

“I kind of think it was the 
union taking over. I think at 
that point, they had proba-
bly � gured out, ‘Hey, we’re 
not going to � nd anybody 
else at this point. It was just 
recovery.’ And they wanted 
some kind of control over 
the area.”

� e Franklin-area � re-
� ghters packed up their 
gear after about 96 hours of 
operations and drove back 
toward home.

“We were � lthy, we were 
absolutely � lthy, and I 

know we all stunk,” Wilson 
said. “We stopped at a rest 
stop on the New Jersey 
Turnpike, and we walked in 
to just use the bathroom 
and to get food to eat. We 
walked in and all these 
people stood up and just 
started clapping for us.

“And that was really hard 
for me and for the others,” 
Wilson continued. “It was 
kind of like, we’re nobody, 
we tried to do something, 
and we didn’t rescue any-
body, you know what I’m 
saying? � e manager paid 
for all of our food, just gave 
us food, we couldn’t pay for 
anything. People were giv-
ing us money for the � re 
department. It was really 
weird. I told Chief, ‘I’m not 
taking anybody’s stu� . 
Here.’”

When Wilson got back 
home Sept. 17, he said he 
� nally showered, probably 
staying in the bath for a 
long time, with big ques-
tions running through his 
head.

“What did we just wit-
ness?” he said. “What were 
we just a part of?”

“Just the sights of the de-
struction, the smell, the ee-
riness, the sounds, man, 
that’s stu�  I’ll take to my 
grave,” he said. “For me 
personally, to just be a part 
of that because of where I 
grew up and what I saw, it 
was kind of surreal.”

In 2007 with the Navy, he 
had his � rst combat de-
ployment to Afghanistan, 
and then he went back in 
2010, helping to take the 
� ght to the soil of those 
who engineered the 9/11 
attack.

He noted that in 2009, he 
was fortunate enough to be 
assigned to the U.S.S. New 
York, a Navy warship built 
with World Trade Center 
steel.

He went to New York City 
for the commissioning cer-
emony in November 2009.

“� at was just very pow-
erful, that, ‘Hey, OK, you 
took something from us, 
and guess what? We rebuilt. 
We’re rebuilding this big, 
giant tower and this com-
plex there, and we’ve built 
this warship that’s got sev-
en-and-a-half tons of World 
Trade Center steel on it,’” 
Wilson said. “So that was 
pretty intense and pretty 
special.”
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(757) 556-6743 
401 N. Main St., Franklin, VA

Wydia’s Bistro
Join Us for Breakfast: Tues - Sat: 9am - 11am

Come Dine With Us!

Serving up the best in great food, great servers, and great prices!

Catering Available
 for Your Special Events!

Our dishes are made to order, giving you the 
freshest seafood and steaks in town. 

Ambani
Mobile Barber Shop

434-594-8437

Franklin/ Carrsville/ Beside 7-11:
Wed - Fri: 9:30 - 4:30; Sat & Sun: 9 - 12 

1197 Carrsville Hwy., Franklin
Carrollton / Doc of the Bay ll:

 Mon -Tues:7am - 5:30 pm - Appnt Only
13162 Carrollton Blvd, Carrollton

Appointments & Walk-ins

(Precision Cuts • Sanitized Environment • Masks Required)

757-653-2259
Hwy 58 between Courtland & Franklin

M-F 9-5PM • Sat 9-Noon
Evening by Appointment •www.no�owayhouse.com

“Let Our House Furnish Your House!”
Visit us
 today! FRANKLIN: 

FROM PAGE A5

TIMELINE: 
FROM PAGE A1

COURTESY
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NOMINATE US FOR  THE

 Best Breakfast
Best Sweet Tea

Best Salad
Best Wait Staff

757-562-2919
107 S. Main St., Downtown Franklin
www.partyatfreds.com

At Fred’s your more than just a 
customer to us, you’re like part of our family! 

Spread the word to nominate and vote Fred's for the 
BEST BREAKFAST, SWEET TEA, SALAD & WAIT STAFF!

We would like to say thank-you to all those who 
worked tirelessly getting our community back up and 

running, and those who volunteered their help!
 We appreciate your hard work & dedication! 

We would like to say thank-you
worked tirelessly getting our community back up and 

running, and those who volunteered their help!

For decades, Trane has been the go-to source for high-end, 
reliable engineering. While we pride ourselves on this fact, 

we also know that not everyone needs or wants all 
the bells and whistles.

That’s where RunTru by Trane comes in.
RunTru is just what you need—a dependable Trane product, 

but at a price point that makes it the answer to your heating and cooling 
needs. This new product is also assembled in America with 

the full support of the Trane brand behind it.

Rawlings
Mechanical Corporation
757-653-2225

EST. 1958

Heating & Air Conditioning  Contractors • Residential • Commercial
Linden St., Courtland, VA • rawlingsmechanicalcorp.com 

BY TITUS MOHLER
STAFF WRITER

� e COVID-19 pandemic 
created an abundance of 
obstacles for many, but 
Paul and Marguerite Leath-
ers, who had a local minis-
try of singing at nursing 
homes, found an impactful 
way to continue sharing the 
message of God’s grace re-
motely.

“We got the idea that we 
could use the cellphone 
and record a video of our-
selves singing a hymn every 
day, and then we could 
send it out in an email,” 
Marguerite said. “Some of 
the people that we send to 
share that with other peo-
ple, friends and family 
members, and so we don’t 
really know how many 
(hear us) altogether.”

But Marguerite men-
tioned she has a mailing list 
of nearly 100 people. Some 
are family scattered about 
and some are local people 
in Southampton County, 
but their songs reach peo-
ple across the country.

“We do send to all of the 
activities directors in the 
nursing homes, and at 
times they have been able 
to share those with the resi-
dents, even one-on-one,” 
Marguerite said. “We had 
really gotten to know and 
love a lot of the residents 
and knew which hymns 
they liked the best, and so 
we were able to provide 
hymns that we knew were 

special to certain people.” 
� e Leathers, who have 

adopted the nickname 
Team Leathers, began re-
cording songs on April 26, 
2020.

“And we haven’t missed a 
day since we started,” Mar-
guerite said.

Paul noted they have do-
ne some secular folk music 
but stick primarily to 
hymns and spiritual songs 
in their daily emails. Mar-
guerite said they do not 
know 300-plus songs, so 
there have been some they 
have done more than once, 
but they do have about 175 
to 180 songs in their reper-
toire.

“And we’re steadily trying 
to learn new ones, and if 
anyone ever requests a cer-
tain hymn or song, we’ll do 
our best to learn it and sing 
it for that person,” she said.

� e primary accompani-
ment for each song is the 
guitar, and the kazoo will 
occasionally make a cameo 
for an instrumental.

“My husband and I both 
sing, and I play the guitar,” 
Marguerite said. “And we 
sometimes will put in a lit-
tle interlude with our ka-
zoos, and people either love 
it or hate it.”

She said she and Paul al-
ways try to sing in harmo-
ny.

“We can switch around,” 
she said. “Sometimes I do 
the melody, he does har-
mony, sometimes the other 
way around — depends on 

the song and how we think 
it sounds better.”

Paul said, “Since she 
plays the guitar, she can 
pitch it wherever she wants 
to, so she’ll pitch it a little 
lower than it’s written, so 
that she can sing soprano 
and I sing alto. You have 
closer harmony if you have 

the soprano and the alto 
combination.”

Every day, the Leathers, 
who are both retired, spend 
about an hour-and-a-half 
on their music, generally 
recording that day’s song 
and preparing for future 
songs.

“We get some pretty good 
feedback from people that 
seem to enjoy it, and that’s 
what keeps us doing it,” 
Marguerite said.

While Team Leathers has 
not sought any publicity, 
the people enjoying their 
music have not been able 
to keep from spreading the 
word, including Eunice 
Vick.

“� e Leathers took it up-
on themselves to minister 
to others even during the 
pandemic by sending 
meaningful videos of them-

selves singing hymns,” Vick 
said. “As a receiver of these 
musical tidbits, it makes a 
great way to start the day.”

She noted the Leathers 
also take � owers, particu-
larly da� odils, to people 
who are shut in.

“I’m sure that means so 
much to the people who re-
ceive them,” Vick said.

Denise Wlodyka knows 
the Leathers through the 
tight-knit Southampton 
community and as a fellow 
member of the Southamp-
ton Agriculture and Forest-
ry Museum, and she said 
she is the self-appointed 
president of the Team 
Leathers fan club.

“I’m their biggest cheer-
leader, I think,” she said. “I 
just love getting their 
songs.”

Wlodyka said she has al-
ways worked from home 
and spends a lot of time on 
her computer.

“So I’m always in front of 
my email, and their little 
email pops up every day, 
and it always just brightens 
up my afternoon with some 
little song, and they do a lot 
of hymns, and then they 
throw in some fun stu� , 
and they’re always coordi-
nating their out� ts and hav-
ing little props,” she said. 
“My favorite ones are when 
they add the kazoos in, and 
they add a little piece at the 
end of the song with the ka-
zoo. So they always get a 
comment back from me if 
the song of the day has a 
kazoo part.”

Despite the distance be-
tween people that COV-
ID-19 has created, Wlodyka 
said her friendship with the 
Leathers has really been 
strengthened, in part, 
through their songs.

Marguerite said there are 
some members of their au-
dience that they hear from 
every day. � ey have heard 
that some use the music as 
part of their daily devo-
tions.

“Our pastor at our 

church, which is Newsoms 
United Methodist, has put 
in a big screen in the sanc-
tuary, and since they’re not 
able to do any congrega-
tional singing and all that, 
she will play one of our 
songs,” Marguerite said.

She said she and her hus-
band have not been going 
to church because they 
have been trying to be very 
careful with regard to the 
pandemic.

“We just stay at home, 
mostly, but this is some-
thing that we feel like is 
kind of like our ministry 
that’s something that we 
can do from home and 
share with people so we 
can sort of stay connected 
on some kind of level with 
the people that we send our 
songs to,” Marguerite said.

Among Team Leathers’ 
fans is the Rev. Darwin Ed-
wards, who is pastor of 
Grace Memorial United 
Methodist Church in Sed-
ley.

“� e ministry of Team 
Leathers has been a bless-
ing to their church and ma-
ny others, plus retirement 
homes, nursing homes, re-
hab centers, various senior 
groups and many of us who 
happen to know Paul and 
Marguerite,” he said. “� e 
o� ering of their time and 
talent gives glory to God 
and brightens the spirits of 
all who are blessed to hear 
their voices.

“I enjoy their hymns as 
part of my devotional time 
each day,” he continued. 
“� eir videos are an exam-
ple of the creativity many of 
us have had to imagine and 
implement during the re-
strictions of the pandemic. 
� e message of the Gospel 
in song cannot be allowed 
to die by reason of the vi-
rus. It must continue as an 
antidote. 

“Paul and Marguerite are 
feeding the cravings of 
those of us who want to 
hear the Word put to music 
and sung.”

Bringing ministry to your home

SUBMITTED | TEAM LEATHERS

Paul and Marguerite Leathers, now known in growing 
circles as Team Leathers, have been recording hymns and 
spiritual songs for more than a year and sending them out 
via email every day as a means of continuing their music 
ministry during the COVID-19 pandemic.

This photo o ers a behind-the-scenes look at the setup Marguerite and Paul Leathers use 
to record their songs each day, with the cellphone on the lectern recording video.
This photo o ers a behind-the-scenes look at the setup Marguerite and Paul Leathers use 

SUBMITTED

Capron 
students 

learn units 
of measure-

ment
First grade students in Mrs. 
Butler’s class have been learn-
ing about using non-standard 
units of measurement. The 
children used a shoe as the 
non-standard unit to measure 
themselves in class. Nelson 
Rios-Macias is being measured 
by cut-out copies of his own 
shoe. The students then used 
the shoe to measure their 
teacher Mrs. Butler. 
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moved.”
As � e Tidewater News 

has previously reported, the 
Confederate monument 
was erected in 1911 by the 
Agnes Lee Chapter of the 
United Daughters of the 
Confederacy, it depicts a 
stone carving of the Con-
federate battle � ag and 
bears the inscription, “Love 
makes memory eternal, to 
our Confederate dead.” It 
was originally located at the 
intersection of Second Ave-
nue and High Street and 
was moved to Memorial 
Park, between Clay Street 
and Meadow Lane, in the 
1940s after the Camp family 
donated the land to the city.

� e City Council voted 
6-1 on Sept. 14, 2020, to re-
locate the Confederate 
monument from its spot in 
the park to the cemetery. 

� e lone dissenting vote 
came from Ward 1 Council-
man Mark Kitchen, who 
said he had spoken with 

more than 80 Ward 1 resi-
dents, most of whom had 
indicated they wanted the 
statue to remain where it 
was.

“I won’t vote based solely 
on my heart … or heritage 
— what my ancestors did or 
didn’t do — but by the over-
whelming majority of my 
constituents,” Kitchen said 
in the September 2020 
meeting. “� e overwhelm-
ing majority of residents I’ve 
spoken to said if the monu-
ment has to be moved, city 
funds should not be used to 
fund it.”

� e City Council ulti-
mately allocated $60,000 as 
a budget for the relocation 
project, and Hampton 
Roads Crane & Rigging 
Company’s winning bid was 
approximately $35,000.

After delivering the latest 
update on the monument 
relocation Aug. 23, Jarratt 
said, “I wanted to see if 
there were any questions or 
comments about that,” and 
Kitchen o� ered comment.

“I think it was handled in 
a very commendable way, 
very professional,” he said 
of the relocation. “Especial-

ly whoever decided and 
whoever took down the tree 
did an excellent job.”

He said he thought the 
contractor, Hampton Roads 
Crane & Rigging Company, 
and especially the city crew 
executed the relocation 
project in an honorable 
way.

“It was very well taken 
care of,” he said.

“� ank you,” Jarrett said.
“And after 11 months, I 

hope this is the last we hear 
about it,” Kitchen added.

Included in Ward 4 Coun-
cilman Linwood Johnson’s 
motion to relocate the Con-
federate monument was a 
stipulation that a new mon-
ument honoring veterans of 
all wars will be erected in its 
place at the center of Me-
morial Park.

STATUE: 
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This Aug. 23 photo shows 
Franklin’s Confederate mon-
ument reassembled at its 
new home in Poplar Spring 
Cemetery. The reassembly 
had occurred the previous 
week. It was removed from 
Memorial Park on July 31.

and it was not long after they 
met that they got together.

“He asked me, ‘Hey, you 
want to go out sometime?’” 
Michelle said, noting this 
took place sometime when 
they were at the school’s 
gymnasium.

She credits John’s best 
friend from high school, To-
ny Taylor, for helping get 
them together.

“We were together until I 
graduated in 1987,” John 
said.

� e relationship informed 
a signi� cant part of their high 
school-era experiences, as 
they went to prom together, 
worked at Winn-Dixie to-
gether in Franklin, and Mi-
chelle even got a personal-
ized license plate for her car 
that highlighted their status 
as a couple.

“You know how things go 
when you’re in high school 
— you always want to be dif-
ferent,” John said. “My name 
was always J-o-h-n, but I was 
like, ‘Ah, I want to be di� er-
ent. I’m spelling it J-o-n.’ And 
so she picked up on that, and 
she never let that go.”

“I spell it — and always 
have for 36 years — J-o-n,” 
Michelle said.

Her license plate in high 
school read, “ME-NJON.”

John was older than Mi-
chelle, and after he graduat-
ed, he joined the U.S. Air 
Force. As they became sepa-
rated geographically, it initi-
ated the part of their lives 
where their paths went in 
separate directions.

“You know how things go,” 
John said. “You have long-
distance relationships that 
don’t work, so she started to 
date some other folks and 
things like that.”

He recalled with a laugh 
that one day during that 
time, when Michelle was at 
work, Taylor went and took 
the personalized license 
plate o�  her car and mailed it 
to him when he was in Cali-
fornia.

John was in the Air Force 
for four years, getting out in 
1991.

Michelle graduated from 
Windsor in 1989, and she re-
called that she and John in-
teracted a few times after he 
came back from the Air 
Force, the last time being in 
1992.

She then moved to Green-
ville, North Carolina, where 
she lived and worked for 
about 30 years.

“I spent the rest of the ’90s 
basically trying to � nd my-
self,” John said. “I bartended 
a little bit, I did some other 
things. I opened up my own 
business in Florida, and then 
I � nally got serious about 
school.”

� at is when he went to 
Old Dominion University 
and � nished his engineering 
degree.

“� en I came into the Navy 
in 2001, and I’ve been in the 
Navy ever since,” he said.

From 1992, 25 years passed 
with no communication be-
tween John and Michelle, 
but “out of contact” did not 
necessarily translate to “out 
of mind.”

“He was thinking about me 

for some reason a couple 
years prior to � nding me,” 
Michelle said.

“It was probably 2015 or 
so,” John said. “For whatever 
reason, she kept popping in-
to my head. I hadn’t spoken 
to the girl in years and years, 
and she just kept popping in-
to my head, and I don’t know 
why.”

In September 2017, their 
connection was renewed 
through a long-distance in-
teraction online.

“I’m stationed in Poland at 
the time, overseas,” John 
said, “and I’m looking at 
Facebook one night, and you 
know how it goes — you see 
a post, you look at comments 
from the post, and I see a Mi-
chelle,” John said. “I pop it 
open, I look at the picture, 
and I’m like, ‘Holy cow! 
� ere she is.’

“And so I was like, ‘You 
know what, let me just try.’ I 
didn’t know anything about 
what her life was like or any-
thing. I just said, ‘Hey, how 
you doing? Remember me?’”

He said she immediately 
got back to him.

“And that’s how it all start-
ed up,” he said.

� ey kept talking back and 
forth, and then the opportu-
nity arrived to reunite in per-
son.

“I told her that I was com-
ing into the States for some 
leave, and I think that was in 
late October (2017),” John 
said. “So we decided that we 
would meet for lunch in 
Rocky Mount, North Caroli-
na. And so we did, and it was 
amazing. It was almost like 
we had never been apart.”

“It just seemed like no time 
had passed between us,” Mi-
chelle said. “We picked up 
right where we left o� .”

“I know the waitress was so 
mad at us because it took us 
about two hours to actually 
order lunch because all we 
wanted to do was sit there 
and talk and catch up,” John 
said.

After that, John and Mi-
chelle’s paths separated 
again for a while, but they 
stayed in contact.

“I had to go back to Poland 
to � nish out my assignment 
out there, and then June of 
’18, I came back to the States 
and went to the Pentagon for 
two years,” John said. “But we 
kept in touch, and I’d go 
down to see her occasionally 
for a weekend or something 
like that. And so it just kept 

building from that point on 
until now.”

John worked at the Penta-
gon until August 2020 and 
then received orders to come 
down to the Naval Special 
Warfare group in Virginia 
Beach. He let Michelle know.

“When everything 
changed is when he said, 
‘I’m moving to Virginia. My 
next assignment will be Vir-
ginia Beach,’” Michelle said. 
“And I was like, ‘Wow, that’s 
home.’”

“It just seemed like that 
was perfect, because that 
made me closer to her,” John 
said. “She was in Greenville, 
North Carolina, at the time, 
and that just got me closer to 
her, and we just started to de-
velop things, and it just 
picked up and picked up and 
picked up.”

He noted that Michelle was 
working at Wells Fargo Bank 
at the time and was looking 
for another opportunity. 

“One weekend she came 
up to see me, and she just 
went and applied at a local 
bank here, TowneBank in 
Virginia Beach,” he said. 
“� ey almost immediately 
hired her, and it was just like 
it was perfect. It fell into 
place like it was meant to be.”

Michelle moved to Virginia 
Beach in April 2021.

“I moved back because this 
was just part of the plan,” she 
said. “He’s stationed here for 
the next few years, and so ye-
ah, it was no question about 
it. I was coming back. Full 
circle — I was coming back 
home to Virginia where I was 
born.”

John said he and Michelle 
grew even closer at this 
point, and it was not long be-
fore thoughts of marriage be-
gan to take shape.

Michelle explained that 
John had come up with a 
plan to propose to her at the 
site of their � rst meeting — 
Windsor High School.

However, something came 
up with his family that re-
quired him to go out of town, 
preventing his plan from 
coming to pass, but he told 
Michelle about it.

“He goes, ‘� is is how I was 
going to do it,’” she said. “And 
I was like, ‘Well, there’s our 
answer. � at’s where we’re 
going to get married.’”

As they pondered the circle 
of their love story, she said 
they decided “that would 
complete the circle right 
there.”

In the years since they had 
attended Windsor High 
School, it had been torn 
down and rebuilt, so John 
went about trying to pinpoint 
where the old gymnasium 
had been located.

He decided that the gym 
had occupied the space that 
is now left � eld of the 
school’s baseball � eld.

“So we actually made a lit-
tle tent, decorated it, and got 
married in left � eld on the 
baseball � eld where the old 
gymnasium sat,” she said.

It was a moment 36 years 
in the making as Michelle 
wed John, who was her very 
� rst boyfriend.

Forming part of the tent’s 
decorations was a license 
plate that read, “ME-NJON.” 
It was the very same one she 
had on her car in high school 
that Taylor had removed.

“For whatever reason, I 
held onto it, and so that be-
came part of our wedding,” 
John said.

Taylor served as John’s best 
man, and Jeannie Weaver 
Blough, Michelle’s best 
friend from high school, was 
the matron of honor.

A chaplain from John’s 
command, Rich Lee, and a 
local photographer, Brittany 
Copeland, rounded out 
those present for the Aug. 14 
wedding.

“It was perfect,” Michelle 
said of the wedding. “� ere 
was a little bit of weather, so 
we were able to get through 
the ceremony, which was at 
6, and it lasted for about 20 
minutes. And then we went 
over and took pictures.”

Michelle said as soon as 
Copeland shot the last pic-
ture, “it started raining and 
thundering and lightning, so 
we got done just in time.”

John said he thought it was 
amazing to be back on the 
grounds where he and Mi-
chelle � rst met, and he was 
quite pleased with the wed-
ding itself.

“It was very small, very 
quaint, but it was pretty awe-
some,” he said.

“We just wanted to keep it 
simple, to the point and 
make that moment matter,” 
Michelle said, “because it’s 
just a fairytale in itself, if you 
will — 36 years later, � nding 
each other.”

“Full circle,” John said. “We 
met at Windsor High School, 
and we came back to Wind-
sor High School to get mar-
ried.”

BRITTANY COPELAND | BRITTANY ANNE PHOTOGRAPHY

The Brown wedding at Windsor High School on Aug. 14 was simple and to the point, by 
design. In addition to the photographer, it featured, from left, Jeannie Weaver Blough, the 
matron of honor; Michelle Brown, the bride; Rich Lee, the chaplain; John Brown, the groom; 
and Tony Taylor, the best man.

BRITTANY COPELAND | BRITTANY ANNE PHOTOGRAPHY
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BY STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

A judge, on Aug. 4, ordered Isle 
of Wight County to repay $5.4 
million to International Paper af-
ter ruling the locality’s e� orts to 
recoup a previous court-ordered 
machinery and tools tax refund to 
the company unconstitutional.

In February 2017, Isle of Wight’s 
Circuit Court had ordered the 
county to repay International Pa-

per $2.4 million in machinery and 
tools taxes it had collected from 
the company after ruling in IP’s 
favor when the company had ar-
gued the county, over the past 
several � scal years, had not been 
taking the depreciation of the 
Franklin paper mill’s equipment 
into account.

About three months after the 
2017 ruling, Isle of Wight’s Board 
of Supervisors voted to hike the 
county’s machinery and tools rate 

142% for a single � scal year — 
raising it from $1.75 per $100 of 
assessed value to $4.24 per $100.

� en, in the summer of 2017, 
the Board voted to set aside funds 
for what it termed an “economic 
development retention grant” 
program, which provided Inter-
national Paper with the exact 
amount needed to ensure the 
company owed the entirety of the 
$2.4 million refund, plus what it 
would have owed for the 2017-

2018 � scal year had the county’s 
machinery and tools rate re-
mained � at.

IP then sued Isle of Wight again, 
arguing the county had e� ectively 
de� ed the 2017 court-ordered re-
fund by raising its machinery and 
tools taxes. In October 2018, Isle 
of Wight’s Circuit Court, this time, 
sided with the county, ruling that 
Isle of Wight had acted legally in 
raising taxes to cover a general 
fund shortfall that had resulted 

from the prior court-ordered re-
fund.

In 2019, IP appealed the ruling 
to the Supreme Court of Virginia, 
which resulted in the high court 
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BY TITUS MOHLER
STAFF WRITER

John and Michelle Brown 
found marital bliss in a famil-
iar place after rekindling a love 
� rst ignited in high school.

It was at Windsor High 
School in 1985 that John and 
Michelle � rst met, as students, 
and became a couple. And af-
ter going their separate ways 
and then reconnecting in 2017, 
it was at Windsor High School 
on Aug. 14 that they became 
husband and wife.

“It’s just a fairytale in itself, if 
you will — 36 years later, � nd-
ing each other,” Michelle said.

“It’s been quite the story,” 
John added.

Michelle recalled that back 
in ’85, John had transferred to 
Windsor High from Isle of 
Wight Academy, so he was the 
new kid on the block.

� ey had natural chemistry, 

High school love story comes full circle

BRITTANY COPELAND | BRITTANY ANNE PHOTOGRAPHY

Michelle and John Brown smile for a photo on their wedding day Aug. 14. As high school sweethearts who went their separate ways for a time, 
they reconnected years later and decided to hold their wedding at the site of their fi rst meeting in 1985 — Windsor High School. Inset: Pic-
tured here in 1986 are John Brown and Michelle Francis when they were Windsor High School students and sweethearts, attending the prom 
together. Thirty-fi ve years later, after reconnecting in 2017, they were married at the school in an Aug. 14 wedding.
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BY TITUS MOHLER
STAFF WRITER

After a discussion on solar facil-
ities that took place amongst 
members of the Southampton 
County community, its Board of 
Supervisors, Plan-
ning Commission 
and a Dominion En-
ergy representative, 
the board gave di-
rection to the Plan-
ning Commission 
on some things to 
investigate, includ-
ing the possibility of 
a moratorium on so-
lar installations in the county.

� e solar discussion, which last-
ed almost two hours, was the fo-
cus of an Aug. 5 joint meeting be-
tween the board and commission 
that was open to the public and 

Board asks 
commission to 
look into solar 

moratorium

EdwardsEdwards
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BY TITUS MOHLER
STAFF WRITER

� e Boykins Town Council 
passed an election ordinance at 
its Aug. 10 meeting, gave further 
consideration to a collections pol-
icy, allowed a public hearing to be 
set for a dog ordinance and heard 
a list of project proposals that 
could move forward with Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act of 2021 
funds. 

Boykins Town Clerk and Trea-
surer Victoria Edwards added that 
the Town Council decided to vote 
on one item on the ARPA project 
list immediately but was other-
wise not ready to vote on any pro-
posed purchases/programs. 

“By unanimous vote, council 

BY TITUS MOHLER
STAFF WRITER

� e City of Franklin’s Confeder-
ate monument relocation is large-
ly complete now as it has been re-
assembled at its new location in 
Poplar Spring Cemetery after hav-
ing been removed from Memorial 
Park on July 31.

City Manager Amanda C. Jarratt 
shared news of the reassembly at 
the Franklin City Council meeting 
Aug. 23.

“I did want to let everybody 
know that the Confederate statue 
was relocated to Poplar Spring 
Cemetery last week and that 
there’s additional work that needs 
to be done to grout the statue but 
that it was moved and the cedar 
tree was cut down,” she said. 

Explaining the cedar tree refer-
ence in an Aug. 24 email, Jarratt 
said, “� ere was a deformed ce-
dar tree in Poplar Spring Ceme-
tery that was dying and was re-

Confederate statue 
reassembled in 

cemetery
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Boykins considers 
ways to use 
ARPA funds
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BY TITUS MOHLER
STAFF WRITER

WINDSOR
� e Windsor Town Council 

voted unanimously Aug. 10 to 
approve the � nancing for two 
new police vehicles, which 
have already been delivered.

In a memo to the mayor and 
Town Council, Windsor Town 
Manager William Saunders 
shared details on the acquisi-
tion of the vehicles through a 
lease-purchase agreement.

“As has been recent practice, 
lease-purchase agreements 
have been utilized in order to 
acquire multiple police vehi-
cles in a single year, while 
spreading the cost over multi-
ple years,” he stated. “In this 
case, $45,000 has been allocat-
ed in the Capital Improvement 
Plan for police vehicles for (� s-
cal year 2022) and an addi-
tional $45,000 for FY23.”

He indicated that the lease-

purchase agreement would 
enable the immediate acquisi-
tion of two vehicles, while pay-
ing up to $45,000 for each of 
the next two budget years.

Saunders shared at the Aug. 
10 council meeting that the 
two vehicles are Ford Police 

Interceptor Utility vehicles, 
which he said are e� ectively 
Ford Explorers.

� e estimated combined 
cost of the two improved vehi-
cles is $87,686, he wrote in the 

Council approves fi nancing for new police vehicles

FILE PHOTO

Councilmember William Saunders, left and Windsor Police Chief 
R.D. “Dan” Riddle.

FILE PHOTO

SEE COUNCIL, A8

School supplies distribution: On Saturday, 
Aug. 28, the American Legion, The American 
Legion Auxiliary and Smithfi eld Volunteer Fire 
Department will be distributing school sup-
plies to all school age children in Isle of Wight 
County while supplies last. This event will be 
held at Smithfi eld Fire Station No. 50 at 1804 
South Church Street between 9 and 11 a.m. 
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