
BY TERRY BEIGIE
Record Editor

Imagine it if you can—a world 
without easy communication with 
others. In a time without social 

media and in remote locations, such 
as Greene, Madison and Orange 
counties, there were few days more 
exciting than court day.

“To a northern traveler in the 
southern states, there is scarcely 
anything more novel or entertaining 
than a court day,” wrote an anony-
mous visitor to Virginia in the 1836 
edition of the Southern Literacy 
Messenger.

During this time, Greene County 
had yet to be formed from Orange 
County—that would happen two 
years later. It would take more than a 
day to get to the Town of Orange for 
court day by horseback and would 
require lodging in Orange before 
another daylong ride back.

Many villages would halt work 
during court day and people far and 
wide would come to town to do their 
business and catch up on the news 
of the day. There were notices in the 
Greene County Record, which began 
in 1904, archives that announce 
court day is upcoming and post a 
brief ad under to tell readers to pay 
their subscription bills—or subscribe 
to the newspaper—while in town for 
court day. The paper would list the 
names of the jurors the week prior to 
the event.

Justices heard lawsuits, criminal 
cases, wills and more. They also had 
power to determine roadway access 
and tell residents to clear the land for 
it.  

During Colonial times, courts 
would also deal with crimes against 
the Church of England, such as 
having children out of wedlock or 
committing adultery. In February 
1743, an Orange County grand jury 
indicted Ann Rush for having “a bas-
tard child” and John Kelly for “com-
mitting adultery.” There were other 
infractions indicted for swearing and 
fornication that day, too.

It is probably difficult to believe 
now, but people would turn out by 
the thousands to view public ex-
ecutions, even in rural areas like 
Madison and Orange counties. 

Two particularly gruesome execu-
tions occurred in Orange County. The 
first was in 1737 when slaveholder 
Thomas Riddle died and Peter, one of 
his enslaved people, pleaded guilty 
to killing him. It was ordered that not 
only would Peter hang for the crime 
but that his head was to be cut from 
his body and prominently displayed 
near the courthouse as a warning, 
according to the Virginia Magazine of 
History and Biography, January 1896. 
His head remained there for over 
seven years, the magazine reported.

The second occurred in 1746 when 
an enslaved woman named Eve was 
burned alive at the stake on a hill 
overlooking the first courthouse 
for poisoning her master, Peter 
Montegue. Eve pleaded not guilty 
and was forced to represent herself, 
as well as testify on her own behalf, 
but several witnesses testified she did 
poison Montegue. Smoke from her 
execution was seen across the coun-
ty. The location where the burning is 
alleged to have occurred is referred 
to as “Eve’s Wail” and is located on a 
private farm.

The Lynchburg Virginian reported 
in 1852 that between 4,000 and 6,000 
people turned out to watch the hang-
ing of Edward Clore in Madison 
County, including men, women and 
children. Clore was found guilty of 
killing Edward Carpenter, also of 
Madison, in fall 1850. 

“The prisoner was brought out of 
jail, supported by an officer on each 
side who conducted him to a small 
wagon that had been prepared to 
convey him to the gallows. With the 
aid of the officers he got into the 
wagon, sat down by the side of his 
coffin and closing his eyes, did not 
appear to notice anything around 
him,” the article stated. “Clore hung 
45 minutes. He was then cut down 
and given up by the sheriff to his 

friends to be taken home for burial. 
Soon after the wagon, containing 
the body, started for Clore’s home, a 
tremendous storm arose and the sky 
was veiled in such dense darkness 
that candles had to be lit in various 
hotels and dwellings for the purchase 
of distinguishing objects.”

The final sanctioned hanging in 
Virginia also occurred in Madison 
in 1908, when Lee Strother, a black 
man, “attempted criminal assault” 
on Miss Leola Fry, a white woman 
of Oak Park, who was about 18 years 
old, according to the May 14, 1908 
Times Dispatch article. The Sept. 
17, 1908 Virginia Republican said 
Strother confessed before his hang-
ing, admitting it was his second such 
crime. Gov. Claude Swanson decided 
Strother would be the last person 
hanged in the state and electrocution 
would become the mode of capital 
punishment in Virginia, accord-
ing to the Staunton Spectator and 
Vindicator.

The only record of an execution 
uncovered for Stanardsville was in 
1860 when the overseer of a property 
in Simmons Gap, Joseph Hoy, was 
attacked with an ax and Winston, an 
enslaved man, was found guilty of it. 
Hoy was the manager of Dr. John R. 
Woods’ property in Greene County, 
though Woods lived near Ivy in 
Albemarle County. 

Only one newspaper account could 
be found about the hanging: the May 
21, 1860, Alexandria Gazette, and 
there is little mentioned except that 
he was hanged. Utilizing the trial 

books at the Greene County Clerk 
of Court Office and transcripts from 
the Library of Virginia you can see 
no one spoke on Winston’s behalf, 
though he did have a lawyer de-
fending him. According to the 1860 
slave census, the presiding justice—
George Sheaman—owned 20 slaves 
himself at that time; Sheriff William 
Melone had nine slaves; Clerk of 
Court Robert Pritchett had 18 slaves; 
and Wyatt S. Beazley, who defended 
Winston with William S. Early, owned 
seven slaves. 

Witnesses included Hoy’s wife and 
son, who was 11 at the time, and a 
doctor who examined Hoy—who sur-
vived his attack. Dr. Woods received 
$1,200 from the state as compensa-
tion for the taking of his “property.”

In the judgement, Sheaman tells 
the sheriff to hang Winston “at the 
usual place,” but no definite lo-
cation of a gallows was found in 
Stanardsville. It’s unclear where the 
punishment took place.

In Donald Covey’s book “A Brief 
History of Greene County, VA,” there 
were five stores, two taverns, one tan 
yard, a saddler, one booth and shoe 
shop, a tailor, two blacksmiths, a 
wheelwright, one hatter, a gunsmith 
and a physician in Stanardsville, 
which was chosen to be Greene’s 
county seat in 1838.

Yes, court actually took place dur-
ing court days but it was so much 
more—there was often entertain-
ment, horse sales, drinking, fight-
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The allure of court day

PHOTO COURTESY CREATIVE COMMONS

The Punch and Judy puppet shows were mentioned in numerous newspapers as entertaining crowds 
at court days in Central Virginia.

PHOTO COURTESY ST. LOUIS ARTS MUSEUM

Caleb Bingham, who has ties to Greene County, painted “The Verdict of the People” between the 
years of 1854-55. In it a crowd gathers outside the courthouse to hear voting results. “Bingham 
used his personal experience in the Missouri legislature as inspiration for the three-part ‘Election 
Series,’ which illustrates various stages of the American democratic system,” according to the 
museum.

PHOTO BY JEFF POOLE/THE ORANGE REVIEW

Above, the historic Orange County courthouse.

The above advertisement for “Court Jewelry” 
from Miller & Rhodes was in a March 9, 1930
Times Dispatch newspaper.
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ing and stump speeches by 
candidates. Pre-Civil War, 
enslaved people were sold 
on courthouse steps dur-
ing court day, including in 
Greene County, as evidenced 
by an advertisement in the 
Jeffersonian Republican 
newspaper on Feb. 3, 1859. 
Most of the advertisements 
for such sales found were 
from the early 1800s during 
court days in Albemarle and 
Spotsylvania counties and 
the cities of Fredericksburg 
and Charlottesville, where 
markers still show the loca-
tion of sales of the enslaved.

Cockfighting was a popular 
court day spectator sport, ac-
cording to the October 1995 
Virginia Magazine of History 
and Biography. 

Patent medicine men 
would travel from court 
square to court square to 
provide entertainment and 
sell their “miracle elixirs,” or 
snake oils. 

By the end of the 19th cen-
tury, Stanardsville was known 
for being a “rough and tough 
town with brawls and fights 
occurring on court days,” 
according to the Greene 
County Historical Society’s 
book “Greene County.”

A former attorney cer-
tainly agreed in his personal 
diaries, found in the Albert 
and Shirley Small Special 
Collections Library at the 
University of Virginia.

“Greene court day was 
unlike any day I ever knew,” 
remembered R.T.W. Duke 
Jr., a former lawyer, in his 
“Recollections.” “Large 
crowds of men, women and 
children attended the courts 
and by dinner time half of 
the population of the town 
and visiting mountaineers 
were drunk: there were innu-
merable fights and cracked 
crowns and bloody noses 
were much in evidence.”

Duke called Stanardsville 
“a picturesque little village 
situated at the foot of the 
Blue Ridge amidst charming 
scenery.” He recalled a brick 
hotel built before the Civil 
War and that at that time it 
was kept by a Mrs. Saunders 
in Stanardsville, where he’d 
often stay.

“This was the other fact 
which rendered our trips to 
Greene doubly pleasant, for 
I never saw such a variety of 
delicious food served as in 
this hotel,” Duke wrote in 
“Recollections.” “Not only 
did she have three or four 
meats—chickens, beef, mut-
ton and pork—but vegeta-
bles galore. I remember yet 
her custard pies.”

There was a riot at the 
June 1911 term day in 
Stanardsville, according to 
the Evening News newspaper.

“Several gentlemen of the 
section were present and 
saw the whole affair. They 
report that they had never 

before witnessed anything to 
equal it in the way of drunk-
enness, cursing, throwing 
rocks and fist fighting. About 
100 people were engaged in 
the mix-up in which a man 
named Moyers was shot by 
Ellis Dean and numerous 
others got bleeding heads 
and contusions on the face,” 
the article noted.

Judge Holt was the presid-
ing judge that day and em-
paneled a special grand jury 
to investigate the riot and 
indict “the booze vendors” if 
possible.

“Five indictments were re-
turned for felonious assault, 
but no information was got-
ten of the ‘booze’ which it is 
stated at least a wagonload of 
moonshine was sold during 
the day,” the article contin-
ued.

It wasn’t just Greene where 
there were fights in court 
square.

“On last court day in 
Orange County there was 
more rowdyism than we 
remember to have seen for 
the last 10 years. We hope 
for the sake of our usually 
quiet village, that our town 
authorities will see to it that 
in the future no more scenes 
will occur here,” according to 
an Aug. 30, 1873 Alexandria 
Gazette newspaper article.

In a letter to the editor in 
the same newspaper on Aug. 
29, it notes that there was 
only one case that day: felo-
niously cutting and maiming 
someone on the March court 
day in Orange.  

Fisher Finks, who lived 
on land in Madison County 
that became Shenandoah 
National Park, said in a 1978 
interview that there would 
“be a fight about every court 
day” in Madison, related to 
moonshining.

Albert J. “A.J.” Willett, part 
of the Camp Fechner Civilian 
Conservation Corps, remem-
bered the case of a Nichols in 
Madison.

“They had a trial by jury. 
The lawyer for the man asked 
him to plead guilty and said 
he would get him off with a 
fine and probation if he’d let 
him do it,” Willett recalled in 
an interview as part of the 
Shenandoah National Park 

oral history project. “He says, 
‘No, I don’t want to plead 
guilty.’ He says, ‘I’m going to 
have the jury try it.’ They had 
the trial and when the jury 
came back in, they found 
him not guilty. The lawyer 
looked at him and said, ‘You 
are lucky you didn’t get a year 
in jail and a thousand dollars 
fine.’ He says, ‘How in the 
world did you know that they 
wasn’t going to convict you?’ 
(The accused) says, ‘That 
jury buys my whiskey and 
so does the judge … where 
are they going to get their 
whiskey from if they put me 
in jail?’”

The March 1892 Madison 
County court day was de-
scribed in a Richmond 
Dispatch article as: “It has 
long been the custom in our 
Piedmont counties to al-
low all hands, including the 
little and big boys, to attend 
March court to dispose of 
their old hare and coon skins. 
Muddy roads, rain or snow 
does not prevent their at-
tendance. All in their Sunday 
clothes expecting to see fine 
horses and hear the patent 
medicine man tell his funny 
jokes. The latter never fails 
to be on hand and generally 
reaps a good harvest.”

In a July 1924 Greene 
County Record newspaper 
article it was the patent 
medicine men that attracted 
the largest crowd with their 
“Punch and Judy” show. 

The Punch and Judy pup-
pet show made its first ap-
pearance in England in 1662. 
Punch was mischievous and 
by the end would succumb 
to his homicidal tendencies. 
It originated in Italy.

“The ice cream and lem-
onade stand did business 
on the courthouse yard,” the 
article stated. “The cream 
separator men had their 
machines on exhibition and 
they gave a thorough dem-
onstration to the dairy men 
in our county.”

In November 1927, the 
Greene County Record re-
ported “the usual court day 
crowd in town, a splendid 
gathering of the citizenry and 
there was not a jar of any sort 
[due to prohibition]. Do you 
ever pause to think of the dif-

ference of present court days 
from the old? We are one of 
those fellows who believe the 
world is growing better day 
by day.”

During prohibition —1920-
1933—dockets were full of 
moonshining or other illicit 
alcohol-related offenses. 

“The March term of the 
Greene County Circuit Court 
convened Monday morning 
with Judge John W. Fishburne 
presiding. It was the first 
court term of the year and 
the docket was heavy, prohi-
bition cases being the most 
numerous. These were dis-
posed of rapidly and were 
out of the way when court 
adjourned for the day. The 
crowd in town was immense. 
It was a congenial friendly 
crowd. There were many 
ladies in the courtyard. More 
and more ladies are attend-
ing court here,” according to 
the March 21, 1929 Greene 
County Record article.

Court days were differ-
ent throughout the state by 
1927. An article in The Post in 
Big Stone Gap in southwest 
Virginia from Oct. 5 discusses 
the differences seen, as the 
Record article did.

“How different is the mod-
ern court days from the old-
en ways! No longer do feuds 
reign terror into the moun-
tain empire making court 
days a time of killing and 
feudal fights. No longer do 
strange tales come through 
the Gap during court days. 
Judges no longer sit on the 
bench with a pistol within 
reach.”

The department store 
Miller & Rhodes began ad-
vertising “court jewelry” in 
1930. “Jewelry for formal 
wear takes on the splendor 
of court days,” the advertise-
ment in the Times Dispatch 
on March 9 stated. The pen-
dant necklace was $2.98 and 
the earrings were $1.98.

In a Jan. 7, 1940, Times 

Dispatch article, Speaker 
of the Virginia House of 
Delegates Ashton Dovell 
recalled how court days had 
gone.

“I remember when I was 
a boy in Madison County I 
used to go to the courthouse 
at Orange every court day 
and find the people stand-
ing around discussing laws 
and government. But those 
days are gone. Now all you 
see at the courthouse are the 
agents, inspectors and repre-
sentatives of the various gov-
ernmental departments or a 
policeman who has gone to 
testify in court against some 
citizen. The only citizens 
there are those who don’t 
know how to get off a jury,” 
he said in the article.

It’s interesting to note that 
a famous painter of scenes 
outside courthouses, George 
Caleb Bingham, has connec-
tions to Greene County, prior 
to his move with his family to 
Missouri.

His grandfather, George 
“Washington” Bingham 
bought land in Orange in 
1784 that extended from the 
county line with Albemarle 
and the Lynch River (in 
Dyke) to the top of what’s 
now called “Bingham 
Mountain.” In 1795, George 
W. Bingham created 
Bingham’s United Methodist 
Church, which is the oldest 
church in Greene County.

George C. Bingham re-
members his grandfather 
“as a tall and white-headed 
gentleman, overflowing with 
the milk of human kindness.”

He painted “The County 
Election” in 1852; “Stump 
Speaking” in 1853-54; and 
“Verdict of the People” in 
1854-55.

To learn more about 
George C. Bingham, visit 
www.binghamcatalogue.org.
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The historic Greene County Circuit Court in Stanardsville.
PHOTO BY GRACIE BROOKS/MADISON EAGLE

The historic Madison County Circuit Court in the Town of Madison.

PHOTO COURTESY THE VIRGINIA MAGAZINE OF HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY

Cockfighting was entertainment outside courthouses on Court Day. This sketch 
depicts an 1857 scene outside Berkeley court which is now in West Virginia. This advertisement in the Jeffersonian Republican on Feb. 3, 1859, notes there 

will be a sale of enslaved people in the disposition of a will in Greene County.



“Every March since they have lifted again
Out of the same bulbs, the same
Baby-cries from the thaw,
Ballerinas too early for music, shiverers
In the draughty wings of the year.
On that same groundswell of memory, fluttering
They return to forget you stooping there
Behind the rainy curtains of a dark April,
Snipping their stems.” 

—Ted Hughes, “Birthday Letters”

Have you ever been driving on the back-
roads—or hiking in Shenandoah National 
Park—and seen groupings of daffodils 

(or narcissus) and think to yourself, “I wonder 
how they got there?” Daffodils tell the story of the 
land’s history and offer you the chance to become 
a little bit of a detective to learn it.

Daffodils are old. In mythological lore, the 
flower sprung up after Narcissus became so in 
love with his own reflection in a pool of water 
that he fell in and drowned, becoming the yellow 
trumpet-shaped flower. About 300 B.C., the Greek 
botanist Theophrastus described them in his 
“Enquiry into Plants.”

Europeans brought the bulbs over to America. 
Daffodils grow from bulbs planted in the ground 
in the fall and are one of the easiest to grow be-
cause they don’t require a lot of care. The bright 
yellow flowers are usually one of the first hints 
that spring is on its way. 

There are between 40-200 different daffodil 
species, according to the American Daffodil 
Society, and about 32,000 hybrids. 

“Southern daffodils are truly heirloom plants,” 
according to the “Historics Handbook” from the 
Georgia and Florida daffodil societies and the 
American Daffodil Society. “The toughest daf-
fodils grow from the Gulf Coast to Tennessee and 
Virginia.”

Because the toughest are grown around here, 
these flowers pop up every year with no care 
needed—especially in old cemeteries and around 
old homesites. 

“It could be an old homesite, but because daf-
fodils are hardy and naturalized in most of the 
United States at this point, they could be ‘es-
capees’ from a homesite, cemetery, church or 
decorative planting (e.g. municipal beautifica-
tion),” said Brinnen Carter, a Cultural Resources 
program manager at Shenandoah National Park. 
“I recently saw a whole cluster of daffodils in the 
median of U.S. Route 211 west of the park with 
no buildings, foundations or other indication of a 
homesite around.”

When you’re walking in the woods in 
Shenandoah National Park—or on your own 
property—you might see groupings of these flow-
ers and they might be whispering the story of 
those who came before. 

Kristie Kendall, historic preservation coordina-
tor with Piedmont Environmental Council, has 
used daffodils to locate sites both inside and out-
side of Shenandoah. 

Kendall located an old homesite in Pocosin 
Hollow in Greene County that was not shown on 
the 1930 United States Geological Survey topo-
graphic quad map, but was documented in the 
1927 tract assessment for the property to possibly 
to be included in the park. 

“We searched all over the steep hillside above 
the trail and finally located some early daffodils 
about to bloom,” she said. “Then we found the 
foundation and parts to a wood stove.”

Kendall notes in her book “These Hills Were 
Home” that it was probably an early home of the 
Snow family.

Carter said the type of flower at a location can 
tell a researcher a lot.

“American Indian sites often have amaranth, 
Jerusalem artichoke greenbriar, pokeweed and 
other edibles in the vicinity,” he said. “Additional 
species found around early European settlement 
sites include daffodils, periwinkle, yew, European 
boxwood, watercress, grapes, apples, pears, on-
ions, English ivy, Kentucky coffeetree and many 
others. Basically, the plant must be hardy enough 
to survive and naturalize without human inter-
vention. Many of these species require special 
treatment to become edible, so we encourage 
folks to know what they’re looking at and not eat 
anything they aren’t 100% sure is edible and pro-
cessed appropriately.”

In fact, daffodils can be quite poisonous—and 
one of the reasons they last so long and rodents 
do not try to dig up the bulbs to eat, according to 
the American Daffodil Society.

Carter notes that on the north end of the park 

there are the remains of a historic winery that 
produced tens of thousands of gallons of wine, 
brandy and spirits until the mid-19th century. 

“We just did a site visit there and the natural-
ized grapes are clearly visible throughout the 
site,” he said. “It is pretty amazing and summa-
rized in a short report done by James Madison 
University (JMU).”

Kendall said utilizing native vegetation com-
bined with documentary research can be a pow-
erful tool. 

“The remains of a house, when no longer in 
use, can deteriorate rapidly—the roof and walls 
giving way first, eventually leaving parts of a 
chimney or stone foundation, if you’re lucky,” she 
said. 

Homes that used a wooden pier foundation 
for construction are often the first to vanish, she 
said.

“Over time, fallen trees, leaf debris and under-
brush growth obscure the locations of house sites 
and cemeteries,” Kendall said. “However, looking 
for native vegetation like boxwoods, yucca, daf-
fodils, iris and other plants that were purposely 
planted by former residents can be one of the 
best identifiers, especially for those hard to locate 
historic resources.”

Carter said he enjoys seeing the blooming flow-
ers while exploring.

“From an archeological and/or historical per-
spective, flowers emerging in the spring simulta-
neously represents a professional opportunity to 
learn something about the past (such as site loca-
tions, activities and beliefs) and to connect with 
my own family legacy of planting bulbs, enjoying 
flowers and plants around the house and partici-

See DAFFODILS, Page B5
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Flowers are history’s clues
BY TERRY BEIGIE/RECORD EDITOR

By and large, daffodil hybridizing began in the 
latter half of the 19th century, and in America daf-
fodils didn’t become a truly fashionable garden 
plant until the 1890s.

nThe petals are narrower and more pointed, giv-
ing a star-shape form to the flower. 

nOften the petals twist or curl at the edges, so the 
petals do not overlap much if at all. 

nThe petals often seem thin or translucent, and 
many are ridged or lined. 

nWith trumpets, the petals may cup or surround 
the trumpet, instead of fanning outward, perpen-
dicular to the trumpet. 

nWith yellow trumpets, the green of the stem 
often bleeds up towards the backs of the petals, 
and the petals are often a paler yellow than the 
trumpet (giving a two-tone effect). 

nCups are often very ridged and unsymmetrical 
(out of round), and rims crinkled or serrated. 

nThe cup color is often more staining or bleeding 
from the rim into the cup, not a solid, saturated 
color. 

nThe foliage can be skinnier, closer to the spe-
cies’ parents’ form, while modern daffodils often 
have wide foliage (particularly apparent on stan-
dards, but even jonquils can have noticeably 
wider leaves). 

nThe bulbs are often smaller, again closer to the 
originating species’ size (except for tazettas which 
are always huge). 

In general, a star-shaped flower or dog-eared 
trumpet reflects an earlier hybridization date. Or, 
the greater the petal overlap and the greater the 
petal substance (thickness), the more recent the 
flower. You can look up many old flowers on the 
Internet, using the American Daffodil Society’s 
database DaffSeek (http://daffseek.org).

—“Historics Handbook” from Georgia 
and Florida daffodil societies and

 the American Daffodil Society

CHARACTERISTICS OF 
HISTORIC DAFFODILS

PHOTOS COURTESY KRISTIE KENDALL 
WITH THE PIEDMONT ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL

Below Doubletop Mountain in Madison County, above the Rapidan 
River—within Shenandoah National Park—is the Michael Wilhoit 
homesite. “Others had located the homesite before me, which 
was occupied beginning in the late 18th century, but navigat-
ing through thick underbrush made its location very difficult. 
Spotting the daffodils made it much easier to locate the stone 
foundation,” Kristie Kendall said.



www.greene-news.com GREENE COUNTY RECORD   THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2021 u B5

Daffodils
Continued from B1

PHOTOS COURTESY KRISTIE KENDALL WITH THE PIEDMONT ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL

Above, Graves Mill area in Madison County along the Rapidan River within Shenandoah National Park is the Silas Utz homesite. The homesite was known, Kristie Kendall 
notes, but daffodils still bloom there every year making the foundation, which is difficult to see through the woods, far easier to locate.

pate in my own heri-
tage,” he said. “When 
we moved to Page 
County, we purchased 
a property that had 
thousands of daffodils 
planted all around the 
house so it’s just won-
derful to come home 
and see all the color 
and vibrancy in our 
yard in the evenings.”

It’s important to 
note if you do find an 
old homesite or cem-
etery in Shenandoah 
National Park and lo-
cate artifacts around 
it that it’s illegal to 
remove them from the 
park as they’re protect-
ed by the Archeological 
Resource Protection 
Act. Also if you see 
them on private prop-
erty, Carter said it 
can be dangerous to 
trespass and he recom-
mends against it.

“Property behavior 
on park lands is using 
’No Trace’ principles—
taking photos and ob-
serving resources, but 
not damaging them or 
removing them from 
the park,” Carter said. 
“On private property, 
permission is always 
best, with written being 
better. Also, for flowers 
and bedding plants, 
don’t trample or allow 
pets to trample or dam-
age vegetation.”

To read the report 
from JMU about the 
historic winery, visit 
https://bit.ly/3n1Vnp7. 
To read more about the 
Archeological Resource 
Protection Act, visit 
www.nps.gov/ 

archeology/tools/laws/

arpa.htm. To identify 

the type of daffodil you 

see, visit https://www.

gcvirginia.org/ware-

house/fm/documents/

userfiles/Historics-

Handbook.pdf. To 

purchase Kendall’s 

book “These Hills Were 

Home,” visit https://bit.

ly/3v5YiQr. The book is 

a walking guide to the 

Blue Ridge Mountains 

of northern Greene 

County and western 

Madison County.

Above, this is likely early home of the Snow family in Pocosin Hollow within Shenandoah National 
Park that required a lot of detective work—and help from daffodils—to locate.
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WARRANTY
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agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in
America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 WA UBI#
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BACKED BY A
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Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

May 1–2, 2021
at the Market at Grelen

Advanced Tickets $30

Unlimited Wine Tastings

Live Music!

Presented by the Orange County Chamber of Commerce

Tickets at www.orangevachamber.com

Food Trucks & Artisan Vendors

Brought to you by:



BY TERRY BEIGIE
Record Editor

Editor’s note: We had asked the com-
munity for any family recollections or 
personal stories but, unfortunately, 
we did not receive any. We’re happy to 
do a follow up if anyone wants to talk 
about their memories of moonshine in 
Greene County in the future. Just email 
tbeigie@greene-news.com.

While Franklin County in 
southwest Virginia is known 
as the “Moonshine Capital 

of the World,” Greene County—and 
more specifically Bacon Hollow—
made quite a name for itself before, 
during and even after prohibition.

Howard Maiden, a former resi-
dent of Swift Run Gap before the 
Shenandoah National Park (SNP) 
was created, said this about Bacon 
Hollow in an interview in 1977: “I 
was always told … more moonshine 
made there than any other holler 
anywhere around near.” 

According to the “Greene County” 
book, Greene County—and 
Stanardsville itself—had a reputation 
for lawlessness and rowdiness after 
the Civil War that continued into the 
20th century. 

Judge R.N. Early of Greene County 
recalled Bacon Hollow had “a good 
many murders in the years 1900-
1940.” While there were several 
murders during that time within the 
Record archives, not all were in Bacon 
Hollow, according to the SNP Oral 
History Project at James Madison 
University. There were many fights 
resulting in serious wounding as well. 

“Prohibition years were the worst; 
stills had always been in the moun-
tains for everyone that made legal 
moonshine, but when prohibition 
was in effect the people made more 
whiskey and seemed to fight more 
frequently. The people in Bacon 
Hollow were good, hardworking peo-
ple,” Judge Early recalled

Fisher Finks, of Madison County, 
agreed in a 1978 interview that the 
mountains were dangerous during 
prohibition, and not just in Greene 
County.

“I tell you the worst, I believe, that 
ever hit the state was when the state 
went dry in 1918 and then started 
in making moonshine,” he said in a 

1978 interview. “If that never hap-
pened, I think we would have been 
much better. Back over here, around 
the mountains, was a lot of killing 
over there.”  

Finks recalled listening to “old man 
Morris” of Bacon Hollow tell him 
that “every murder, every stabbing in 
here, it all has been liquor the cause 
of it,” about a graveyard in Bacon 
Hollow. (Editor’s note: there is no first 
name listed for Mr. Morris in the in-
terview.)

One of the most famous incidents 
regarding moonshine was the case of 
Edgar Morris.

Edgar Morris (dubbed in the press 
“The Bad Man of Bacon Hollow”) 
appeared in court to be tried for 
disturbing a church service while 
drunk; he shot magistrate B.G. 
Sullivan in 1919 in the Greene 
County Courthouse after being fined 
$20. After receiving an 18-year sen-
tence, he escaped in 1923 from a 
prison work site and hid in the Bacon 
Hollow forests until captured.

According to an Oct. 21, 1926, 
Virginia Star newspaper article, 
Morris’s grief took over and he was 
removed from prison to an asylum at 
Marion. 

“Edgar Morris was tried in 
Charlottesville on charges of murder, 
given a life sentence and died insane 
(mountain people couldn’t stand 
confinement),” Judge Early recalled.

No matter the name—moonshine, 
white lightning, mountain dew or 
mountain juice—it was certainly 
made here, as evidenced by the 
Greene County Record and Greene 
County Register (the Record’s prede-
cessor) archives. During prohibition, 
there was rarely a week without a 
mention of moonshiners in Greene, 
Madison and western Albemarle 
counties. 

“As I live in the land where they use 
brandy for milk and where they be-
lieve in having a little fun occasion-
ally by fighting, I suppose the readers 
of the Register will be glad to know 
what is going here. We are glad to say 
that there will not be much apple 
brandy made this year as there is but 
little fruit. The less quantity that is 
made, the better for the neighbor-
hood,” The Register reported in 1904.  

Distilling is the boiling of a fer-
mented “mash” and cooling the 

alcohol-laden steam back into a 
liquid for whiskey, according to the 
Blue Ridge Institute and Museum at 
Ferrum College. Mash is a combina-
tion of water, grain, malt, yeast and 
sugar that is allowed to ferment. 
Fruit was used to make brandy.  

Virginia went dry a few years prior 
to the country’s banning of alcohol 
(prohibition) in 1920. While prohibi-
tion ended in 1933, the taxes on legal 
liquor were quite high, so many in 
the region continued making moon-
shine into the mid-19th century.

When Archdeacon of the Blue 
Ridge Rev. Frederick Neve visited 
the region and realized the remote-
ness of those living in the mountains 
as well as the lack of churches and 
schools in those regions, he created 
numerous missions—but it wasn’t 
always easy. Missions in Greene 
County included: Mission Home 
in Shifflett Hollow, Simmons Gap, 
Pocosin Missions (upper and lower), 
Middle River and Cecil Mission in 
Lydia. 

In a 1912 Times Dispatch newspa-
per article, Neve asked for prayers for 
the missionaries near Simmons Gap 
and Bacon Hollow. 

“Conflicts with illicit whiskey mak-
ers, attempts to repress the rowdy 
and a determination to remain with 
the mission had brought upon 
the Rev. Roy Mason and his as-
sistants the bitterest enmity of 
the lawless mountains. Threats 
and attempts upon the life of 
the workers were of common 
occurrence. Lawsuits 
and threats alike failed 
to shake the determi-
nation of Rev. Mason 
and his band to stick 
to the mission school 
and the mission, the 
best people of that 
community live in daily 
expectation of outbreak 
and possible tragedy at 
the hands of the moon-
shiners. At one of the 
magistrate court trials 
one of the moonshiners 
pointed his gun at Rev. 
Mason’s head and snapped 
it twice. The cartridge failed 
to explode.” 

According to Phil James and his 
book “Secrets of the Blue Ridge,” 
Mason started up a vinegar opera-
tion in that area that paid the same 
price for apples that distilleries of-
fered. 

“On the whole, the initial econom-
ic effects of prohibition were largely 
negative,” said Ken Burns in his PBS 
series “Unintended Consequences.” 
“The closing of breweries, distilleries 
and saloons led to the elimination of 
thousands of jobs. One of the most 
profound effects of prohibition was 
on government tax revenues. At the 
national level, prohibition cost the 
federal government a total of $11 bil-
lion in lost tax revenue while costing 
over $300 million to enforce.” 

Burns went on to note that prohi-
bition made criminals of millions of 
Americans. 

“As the decade progressed, court 
rooms and jails overflowed and the 
legal system failed to keep up,” Burns 
said. 

Raymond Morris, who lived in 
Simmons Gap prior to the park’s land 

acquisition, called his father “a great 
moonshiner” in a 1979 interview. 
He said his father sold it for about 
$2-2.50 a gallon and the majority of 
his buyers were in the Shenandoah 
Valley.  While Morris doesn’t recall 
a specific signal to let people know 
that revenuers were coming, E.P. 
Shifflett, of Bacon Hollow, said in 
a 1979 interview that often a wife 
would ring a dinner bell or call a cow 
or something to tip off the moon-
shiners. 

“During the depression, you 
couldn’t sell apples; you couldn’t sell 

nothing,” Mrs. E.P. Shifflett said 
in the same 1979 interview. She 
said it was called “white light-
ning” in Bacon Hollow.  

“People was forced to make 
moonshine or else starve,” 

E.P. Shifflett added.  
Prohibition hit the 

state hard without 
the tax money. In one 
month of 1924, rev-
enue agents confiscated 
property worth $47,116 
used by moonshiners, 
according to a Record 
article. There were 15 
automobiles taken, 116 
arrests, 125 stills collected 
and 86,687 gallons of mash 
emptied onto the ground. 

In an Aug. 4, 1921, Greene 
County Record article, dur-
ing testimony in a trial in 
Fredericksburg, the accused 

J.G. Ballard of Charlottesville trav-
eled through Greene County and the 
quantity of liquor he was carrying 
increased from two gallons to 12 
gallons in Greene but he didn’t know 
how that happened. 

“Monday morning, he testified, he 
awoke in his car near Ruckersville 
and found the increased quantity of 
brandy but had no idea how he had 
obtained it,” the newspaper re-
counts. He was fined $300 but served 
no jail time.

In May 1923, there were 15 stills 
found in Bacon Hollow one week, 
according to a Times Dispatch article.  
An additional eight stills were found 
in Bacon Hollow that month, as well, 
and seven people were arrested, ac-
cording to the Record. 

The first to be caught in Greene 
County after the prohibition law 
went into effect, according to a July 
24, 1924, Record article, was A.P. 
Morris of High Top. He received a $50 
fine but suspended jail time.  

See SHINE, Page B5
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March 8, 1928 Times Dispatch article.



Revenue officers captured a large still in 
September 1924 but then it “disappeared,” accord-
ing to another Record article. 

“Revenue Officers Smith, Alexander and Fletcher 
captured one of the largest outfits in Bacon Hollow 
Friday that was ever destroyed in Greene—a 
60-gallon still and about 2,000 gallons of mash. 
The 60-gallon still that was captured last week and 
put in the clerk’s office for safe keeping was taken 
out through one of the windows Monday night,” 
the article stated.

The probation officers did not always catch a 
suspect during raids. In October 1924 the Record 
reported eight revenue officers destroyed 1,700 
gallons of mash in the western part of the county.  
In November of the same year—also in the Record 
— Wharton Jarrell was reported found with a keg 
of four gallons of peach brandy. 

“(He) ran a quarter mile before they captured 
him, still holding fast to his old peach. He was 
asked why he held onto it in the race. He said it 
was good quality and he hated to part with so pre-
cious an article.” 

It was not only men making moonshine in the 
mountains of Greene County. 

Rebecca Breeden, 94, of Greene County, was 
arrested and attended the March 1925 term of 
the Greene Circuit Court. She told Judge John W. 
Fishburne “those around her mountain home were 
manufacturing it and she wanted to be in fashion,” 
according to a Times Dispatch article. She was not 
sent to jail because of her age, the paper reported. 

Prohibition officers W.H. Fletcher, Paul 
Nicholson, J.L. Dirting, H.L. Dulaney and W.T. 
Rexrode destroyed several stills in Greene in late 
June 1926: one 30-gallon still; one 20-gallon still; 
140-gallon still and 125-gallon still. Several hun-
dreds of gallons of mash were destroyed in the 
process, according to the Record.  

“Prohibition inspectors Wood and Fletcher and 
Sheriff Melone rounded up three and charged 
them with manufacturing moonshine in Bacon 
Hollow. In the raid the same day the officers de-
stroyed 15 barrels of mash and several stills.” 

Sometimes when the officers located the moon-
shiners they also found weapons, including in 
June 1925 when they arrested three near Dyke Post 
Office for making moonshine with a 60-gallon still. 
They found one double-barrel and one single-bar-
rel shot gun with several rounds of ammunition, 
according to the Record.  

In a 1926 Record article, Bluford Johnson, a 
farmer near Nimrod in Bacon Hollow, was report-
edly found with about 15 gallons of apple brandy 
stored in his home, to which he pleaded guilty and 
received 60 days in jail and a $50 fine. A father and 
son, Patrick and Dewey Shiflett, were indicted and 
found guilty in the murder of Johnson in 1927, the 
Record reported. Local officers had dubbed Pat 
Shiflett the “King of Bootleggers.” 

In February 1927, a 25-gallon copper distilling 
outfit was found in Bacon Hollow, which Inspector 
W.T. Rexrode called “a moonshiners’ hangout” 
to the Times Dispatch. One arrest was made and 
Rexrode also found a 50-gallon still on the Rapidan 
River in Madison County. 

One still was captured in Bacon Hollow in 
February 1929, according to the Record. They 
also captured four other stills that week: three 
in Rappahannock County and one in Madison 
County. 

In a letter to the editor of the Record in 1931, B.I. 
Bickers said Greene County had a nearly perfect 
year in 1930—only nine convictions. “So, we can 
be proud of the fact that we have almost a perfect 
county and town from the drinking and bootleg 
source, judging from convictions,” Bickers wrote. 
“So for once we are prepared to challenge any 
county in the state for a perfect clean up of viola-
tions of the prohibition law and ere long we can 
call it ‘a perfect day.’” 

Prohibition officially ended in 1933, but the il-
legal manufacture of liquor in Greene County con-
tinued for decades.  

In 1944, seizures of stills in Greene, Madison and 
Nelson counties increased “noticeably.”

“Despite an upward trend in seizures in this 

area, there is little to indicate any substantial reviv-
al of the moonshine whiskey industry in Albemarle 
County, only one still not in operation when 
found, being seized in that county recently,” ac-
cording to a Feb. 17 Greene County Record article. 

In July 1951, the Record reported two more stills 
were found in Bacon Hollow: a 10-gallon copper 
still along with 50 gallons of blackberry mash—
used for making blackberry brandy; and a 30-gal-
lon copper still with 100 gallons of whiskey mash. 

Three Greene County men pleaded guilty in fed-
eral court in March 1952, according to the Record. 
Oliver and Clark Shiflett of Dyke pleaded guilty to 
operating a still near Nortonsville. Oliver was given 
six months in prison at Camp Lee and fined $100 
by Federal District Judge John Paul. Clark received 
a suspended sentence. Givens Morris of St. George 
received two years’ probation following the plea 
after a 30-gallon still was found near St. George.  

In 1956, 125 gallons of alcohol was found during 
a roadblock in Madison County (see photo, below).   

The Record also reported that in 1957, a man 
from Dyke was arrested for possession of untaxed 
whiskey and operating an illegal distillery. In 1960 
five Greene County men were found guilty of 
manufacturing moonshine in federal court, in-
cluding one who pleaded guilty to operating a still 

in Bacon Hollow, according to the Record. 
According to a 1982 New York Times article, 

when the economy goes down, the manufacturing 
of moonshine goes up.

“The scene of agents destroying stills, chasing 
moonshiners and pouring out ‘white lightning,’ 
as the clear and powerful homemade whiskey is 
known, was repeated recently in Albemarle and 
Greene counties in Central Virginia.” 

In 2012, the movie “Lawless” was released 
based on the story of a family in Franklin County 
and their moonshine operations. In the 1970s, 
twenty 800-gallon submarine stills were found in 
one location in Franklin County. Additionally, in 
1979, an underground still was found in Franklin 
County under a fake cemetery a farmer created on 
his property. Franklin County hosts a Moonshine 
Heritage Month annually and invites the public to 
learn more about the culture.

While rumors of continued moonshining in the 
mountains persist, no arrests for large-scale opera-
tions in Greene County have been made in recent 
years. In fact, numerous distilleries in Virginia now 
sell legal moonshine, including Belmont Farm 
Distillery in Culpeper and Copper Fox Distillery in 
Sperryville. 

www.greene-news.com GREENE COUNTY RECORD   THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021 u B5

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This
offer expires June 30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated.
**Third party financing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for
details. ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 6.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST
UNTIL 2022

$500 Off
OR

FOR

Military & Senior
Discounts Available

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

FREE 7-Year ExtendedWarranty*
A $695 Value!

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Offer valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

AN ORGANIZED HOME
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation:

(866) 982-2260

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*
*Limit one offer per household. Must
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves.

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

1) Model # 101 Carolina $40,840...BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
Make any plan design changes you desire!
Comes with Complete Building Blueprints &
Construction Manual
Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITSYOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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FILE PHOTO FROM 1956 GREENE COUNTY RECORD

A roadblock at Madison, Va., during the night of October 10th snared this 1949 Cadillac at 12:05 a.m. October 11th. Approximately 
125 gallons of illicit liquor packed in canning jars were confiscated. Driver Thomas Carlton Stoner of Salisbury, N.C., was taken 
into custody. Pictured from left to right: W.D. Deane, sheriff of Greene County; William Roberson, U.S. Treasury agent; Trooper A.C. 
Crowder; Trooper R.M. Patton; Trooper I.C. Parrish Jr.; T.I. Lillard, deputy sheriff of Madison County; M.H. Birckhead, ABC state inves-
tigator; Trooper P.D. Cockrell; and C.E. Lillard, Madison County sheriff.

PHOTO BY TERRY BEIGIE/GREENE COUNTY RECORD

Blue tinted Atlas E-Z mason jars circa early 1900s. 
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