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WELCOME BACK - WE’RE OPEN FOR BUSINESS!
We’re excited to announce that our Conference Center & Garden Grille 

are both open for business! We’ve missed you, welcome back! 

Garden Grille Breakfast M-F 6:00am-10:30am | Weekends 7am-11am

BY RACHEL WARTIAN
STAFF WRITER

A Suffolk church is making 
sure it’s meeting the needs of 
its community this summer.

Balm Church East 
Campus is holding its annu-
al Community Giveback 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every 
Saturday in June at 523 E. 

Washington St. 
The Community Giveback 

is both a drive-up or walk-
up format, depending on the 
need. Some who come pre-
fer to pull up in their cars. 
However, the church knows 
that many of those in need 
lack transportation, so they 

BY RACHEL WARTIAN
STAFF WRITER

New technology is breaking 
down barriers to bring the 
people of Western Tidewater 
the health care services they 
need.

On June 4, the Western 
Tidewater Free Clinic 
received a video interpreter 
machine from AshBritt-IEM 
Health. 

“We are really excited about 
this new partnership,” said 
Ashley Greene, director of 
development at the Western 
Tidewater Free Clinic. “We 
couldn’t do anything without 
our partners.” 

The Western Tidewater 
Free Clinic is located off of 
Meade Parkway and provides 
non-emergency health care to 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Note: This is the first 
in a series of stories on 
the valedictorians at high 
schools in Suffolk. 

Gabe Jackson didn’t try 

to become valedictorian, 
but through his hard work 
in the classroom and the 
weighted grade-point-aver-
age that comes with taking 
International Baccalaureate 
classes, he graduates from 
King’s Fork High School 
with top honors. 

“I got straight A’s, and 
then, because of the straight 
A’s, it just followed suit,” 
said Jackson, who finished 
with a 4.6 GPA. “It wasn’t 
really the focus. It was just 
a side-effect.” 

He said things got easier 
for him during the coro-

navirus pandemic since he 
no longer had to get up so 
early to get to school on 
time. Instead of getting up 
at 7 a.m. to leave by 7: 30 to 
get to school by 8, he could 
get a little extra rest before 

King’s Fork High School

Valedictorian: 
Gabe Jackson

Didn’t lose his focus through COVID-19

Balm Church holds its 
Community Giveback

WTFC receives video 
interpreter machine

See VALEDICTORIAN, 12

See BUSINESS, 7

See COMMUNITY, 12

See INTERPRETER, 12 See HOMES, 7

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Arie Korving had to convince 
his son Stephen to work with 
him, but once he did, the two 
have made a formidable team 
— first working together for a 
larger firm, then striking out on 
their own more than 10 years 
ago to form Korving &  Co., a 
financial planning and invest-
ment management firm.

Though small, the duo, along 
with operations manager Ella 
Bourne, form the entire Korving 
team, but it’s been more than 
enough to serve their clients 
and earn the Hampton Roads 
Chamber’s small business of 
the year for Suffolk. 

“None of it would be possible 
without the support and friend-
ship of our clients, the peo-
ple that we work for,” Stephen 
Korving said. 

The firm, based just off of 
Bridge Road in North Suffolk, 
began in 2010 when the two 
left the global investment firm 
UBS Wealth Management to 
work independently. That pro-
cess was about two years in the 
making, and in that time, they 
were fielding recruiting calls to 
join other firms. 

All of them had their own 
issues, and that’s when they 
chose to have a go on their 

Small 
business of 

year honored

BY RACHEL WARTIAN
STAFF WRITER

Women in Hampton Roads 
had a chance to come to Suffolk 
to be a part of a greater project. 

Habitat for Humanity South 

Hampton Roads held its second 
annual Women Build Week in 
Suffolk from June 7-11. 

During this week, it’s about 
women building houses for 
other women. The only men 
seen on the site during this 

week are the professionals. The 
professionals help the female 
volunteers stay safe and teach 
them what to do while building.

“The whole point of Women’s 

Women assist women 
while building homes

RACHEL WARTIAN/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Female volunteers from Plasser American Corporation stand with new homeowner, Donica Miller, for Habitat for Humanity 
South Hampton Roads’ second annual Women Build Week. Those representing Plasser American Corporation were Crystal 
Schwarts, Danielle White, Brianna Johnson, Beth Dial, Katrina Quade, Sandra Bennett, Elizabeth Bennett, Maishia Johnson 
and Kerstin Lucas.
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Improve your language skills with the library! Join us for 
virtual English as a Second Language lessons and games 
in a fun and welcoming environment. 

Wednesdays at 10:00 - 11:00 AM 

¡Mejora tu inglés en línea con la Suffolk Public Library! 
Únase a nosotros a clases y juegos en inglés en un 
ambiente divertido y acogedor. 

REGISTER TODAY AT
SuffolkPublicLibrary.com/ESL

Registration is required.

ENGLISH AS A SECOND 
LANGUAGE MORNING MIXERS

(757) 483-4032
3800 Poplar Hill Rd., Suite AA

Chesapeake, VA 23321

(757) 934-3725
533 E. Pinner Street

34

TAX PLANNING – PAY 
THE RIGHT AMOUNT
OF TAXES

• Check with their employer to update your withholding or submit 
a new Form W-4, Employee’s Withholding Certificate.

• Pay estimated payments. Estimated tax payments allow
individuals or business owners to pre-pay a certain amount of
income tax based on income received before the year is complete. 

If you didn’t pay enough tax throughout the year, you might have 
to pay an underpayment tax penalty. Generally, most taxpayers 
will avoid this penalty if they owe less than $1,000 in tax after 
subtracting their withholdings and credits, or if they paid at least 
90% of the tax for the current year, or 100% of the tax shown on 
the return for the prior year, whichever is smaller. However, there 
are special rules for farmers and fishermen.
There is still time for the tax year 2021; quarterly estimated tax 
payments are due from June 15 and September 15, 2021, and 
January 15, 2022. The fastest and easiest way to make estimated 
tax payments is by making electronic payments using Direct Pay or 
Electronic Federal Tax Payment System.
Call today to make an appointment to file your estimated taxes 
or to review your current W-4.

Did you have to pay taxes this year?
 Want to avoid owing next year? 

Take these steps now!

Enjoy active retirement living without the responsibilities of home maintenance 
while having a safety net of services at your back door – all within our 172 acre 

wooded community bordering Lake Prince.
757-923-5500 • www.lakeprincewoods.org

the residents of Western 
Tidewater who could 
not otherwise afford it. 
Before this new video 
translator, the clinic only 
had an audio-only trans-
lation service through a 
telephone, which posed 
issues once COVID-19 
regulations came into 
effect. 

This new translator has 
a screen with video tech-
nology for clients to eas-
ily select their language. 
With more than 131 lan-
guages, the software can 
also do American Sign 
Language by video-call-
ing a real person who 
will watch and translate 
between the Western 
Tidewater Free Clinic 
staff and the client.  

The screen is on a 
moveable stand, much 
like an IV, that can fol-

low the client throughout 
their entire visit to multi-
ple locations in the clinic. 
This same technology can 
be found at the Suffolk 
COVID-19 vaccination 
community clinic. 

“This language device 
is probably the most pop-
ular thing bought during 
COVID,” said Jason 
Fawcett, vice president 
for operations at AshBritt. 
“Some locations in 
Hampton Roads have 
Hispanic and Korean 
populations who rely on 
this technology.”

AshBritt is an emergen-
cy relief company. When 
a hurricane or other natu-
ral disaster hits that is too 
much for the local emer-
gency management teams 
to take care of, AshBritt 
steps in. During the pan-
demic, the company 

shifted focus to help by 
providing personal pro-
tection equipment, glass 
shields, computers and 
mobile vaccination sites 
to help ease the impact 
and strain of COVID-19.

According to Fawcett, 
this translator app is very 
user-friendly, and many 
who do not speak English 
fluently have recogniz ed 
this device immediately. 

“We appreciate the 
partnership and opportu-
nity to be affiliated with 
AshBritt,” said Rhonda 
Stewart, the executive 
director of the Western 
Tidewater Free Clinic. 
“Their generosity is 
appreciated and will ben-
efit our patients by min-
imiz ing barriers to the 
high-quality healthcare 
they deserve.”

Interpreter: Minimizing barriers
Continued from page 1

Community: Meeting people’s needs
Continued from page 1

Valedictorian: Learning the language of code
Continued from page 1

are ready to serve those 
who walk up, as well. 

“Our ministry is to 
reach the community 
and do all we can,” said 
Karlisa Joyner, adminis-
trator at Balm Church. 
“We are here as a church 
as a whole to support the 
community.” 

A variety of items 
will be available at this 
communi ty -cen t e r ed 
giveaway. There will be 
clothes in various siz es 

for men, women and chil-
dren. There will also be 
cleaning supplies and toi-
letries available. Lastly, 
there will not only be 
canned foods available 
but also a hot meal. 

“So many people are 
in need of a little bit of 
everything right now,” 
said Joyner. “A little goes 
a long way, and we are 
always trying to give 
back.”

This community give-

away is the fourth one 
at the East campus, 
but it is the 10th year 
total including ones at 
the South campus on 
White Marsh Road. This 
event is one the church 
has done every year at 
the beginning of sum-
mer. The church has 
also done other give-
aways, including ones 
for Thanksgiving, which 
provides food for 500 
people. Even though 

these giveaways won’t 
reach quite as many, 
there will be more than 
enough for those who 
choose to come. 

“We are always try-
ing to give back,” said 
Joyner. “Part of our min-
istry is to provide a little 
bit of everything to help 
the best way possible.” 

This event is free and 
open to the public. For 
more information call, 
934-1700.

logging into classes vir-
tually. 

“I don’t feel like 
COVID has really affect-
ed me at all,” Jackson 
said. “I feel like IB got 
a little more difficult in 
my second year because 
I have all these papers 
due and all that. I feel 
like I’ve got pretty good 
time management. I’m 
not going to sleep in, but 
I’m going to sleep for as 
long as I can.”

He said it helped to 
have a great home envi-
ronment that allowed 
him to focus on his aca-
demics without pressure 
—  a “wicked smart” dad 
and a “super supportive” 
mom. 

“My parents never 
were on my back,” 
Jackson said. “As long 
as I’m not failing, they 
were like, ‘ you’re doing 
good.’”

But Jackson also had 
an outlet in sports such 
as swimming, soccer and 
weight training. 

“It pushes me to hang 
out with people,” said 
Jackson, a self-professed 
nerd. “It gets me out of 
the house.”

Jackson, who plans 
to study computer sci-
ence at the University 
of Virginia, said his dad 
has been a computer pro-
grammer since age 12, 
which is when it “picked 
up steam” for him —  “he 
knows everything. He’s 
got it down.”

“It’s more like a 
hobby,” Jackson said. 
“I would say it’s kind 
of like puz z les. I feel 
like math comes easy, 
because I’ve been doing 
it for a while. I do a lot of 
2D, 3D …  It feels like an 
accomplishment.”

Jackson finds the sub-

ject challenging yet use-
ful.  

“If it’s about theo-
ry, then you can apply 
that theory. I don’t want 
to do too basic things, 
but I feel like the stuff 
that’s more difficult, one, 
you’re going to get paid 
more for it. But two, it’s 
more rewarding. You can 
build on yourself.”

What he’s learned, 
he said, has been based 

on self-interest and was 
informal in nature. For 
instance, he can write 
code, but he professes 
not to understand every-
thing about it. He takes 
what he does know and 
uses that to grow. 

“Once you understand 
the most basic form of a 
language,” Jackson said, 
“then you can extrapo-
late that to any other lan-
guage.” 

Valedictorian: Gabe Jackson
Age: 18
Family: James Jackson, father; Kathleen 
Jackson, mother; Maggie Jackson, 20, 
sister; Colin Jackson, 16, brother; Lily 
Jackson, 11, sister
College: University of Virginia
Major: Computer science

RACHEL WARTIAN/SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD 

Ashley Greene and Rhonda Stewart from the Western Tidewater Free Clinic received a new translating device from Jason Fawcett from 
AshBritt.
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BY RACHEL WARTIAN
STAFF WRITER

The Suffolk Public Library has 
a week full of events to help the 
city celebrate Juneteenth.

The first event took place on 
June 11. This event was a cook-
ing demonstration from Debra 
Brabson of Now You’re Cooking 
Culinary Studio. She made a 
Texas Tea Cake and explained 
its relevance to Juneteenth. The 
video is still up on the library’s 
social media page for those who 
want to learn more.

At 5: 30 p.m. June 14, the 
library hosted Sharran Taylor, 
also known as Kween Yakini, a 

BY RACHEL WARTIAN
STAFF WRITER

Suffolk Clergy United invites 
the community to a prayer vigil 
at 5: 30 p.m. June 18, at the prayer 
labyrinth at the front of Lake 
Prince Woods, 100 Anna Goode 
Way. 

Suffolk Clergy United is 
an inter-denominational and 
inter-racial fellowship of cler-
gy. The organiz ation hopes that 
this prayer gathering will help 
bring the community together in 
light of national and local events 
regarding racism as well as the 
toll the pandemic has taken. 

“We hold a Z oom meeting 
every month, and we just want 
to do something in light of what 
we’ve seen in the community 

Library 
plans 

Juneteenth 
programs

Prayer 
vigil set

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Joshua Aldridge already had 
experience with distance learning 
when COVID-19 closed schools 
about 15 months ago. 

Having taken dual enrollment 
classes at both Paul D. Camp 
Community College and Tidewater 
Community College, Aldridge, 18, 
was already familiar with Canvas, 
the online platform Suffolk Public 
Schools chose, since he had used it 
in those places. 

It was a change for Lakeland 
High School class of 2021 vale-
dictorian, but not one he couldn’t 
handle. But by being a part of 
the school’s Project Lead the Way 

biomedical program, he had to part-
ner on a yearlong capstone proj-
ect, studying the effects on global 
warming on aquatic life —  doing so 
while studying at home. 

In the spring when students had 
the option to attend school in per-
son, Aldridge chose to stay virtual, 
since the COVID-19 vaccine was 
not available to teens at that time. 

“It was different, a bit challeng-
ing, but it was possible,” Aldridge 
said. “It was accomplishable. …  It 
was a bit more isolating because I 
had a partner with it and we had to 
discuss it over the phone rather than 
we would in class every single day 
for biomed.”

Lakeland valedictorian ‘just had to persevere’

Lakeland High School

Valedictorian: 
Joshua Aldridge

Class of 2021 graduates
See VALEDICTORIAN, 3

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Praised for their resiliency during the corona-
virus pandemic and lauded for their academic 
achievements, Lakeland High School’s class of 
2021 graduated during a June 12 ceremony at Old 
Dominion University’s Chartway Arena. 

“You’ve emerged from a year-and-a-half of 
pandemic distance learning with success,” said 
Lakeland Principal Doug Wagoner. “You’ve 
engaged with, and overcome, trials and tribulations 

Lakeland’s grads navigated ‘uncharted territory’

See LAKELAND, 7

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

King’s Fork High School valedictorian Gabe 
Jackson said he couldn’t give his address without 
acknowledging how COVID-19 has impacted all 
of them. 

“This was supposed to be our senior year, the 
year our class represents King’s Fork,” Jackson 
said during the June 12 graduation ceremony 
for the school’s class of 2021 at Old Dominion 
University’s Chartway Arena. “Yet most of us 

All about family for King’s Fork grads

See KING’S FORK, 12

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

More than $3 million in scholarships and grants 
from colleges and community organiz ations — so 
far.

More than 11,000 hours of community service, 
despite not having it as a requirement. 

Acceptances from 70 colleges and universities 
—  including from Harvard and the United States 
Military Academy at West Point — and 510 special 
seals on their diplomas. 

Nansemond River: ‘You did it’

See NANSEMOND RIVER, 9

See VIGIL, 3

See JUNETEENTH, 3
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF AN APPLICATION BY 
VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY 

D/B/A DOMINION ENERGY VIRGINIA
FOR APPROVAL OF A RATE ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE 

PURSUANT TO § 56-585.1 A 4 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA
CASE NO. PUR-2021-00102

•Dominion Energy Virginia (“Dominion”) has applied to update its Rider T1, by which it recovers certain transmission and demand response program costs.

•Dominion’s request represents a decrease of $190 million annually, which would decrease the bill of a typical residential customer using 1,000 kilowatt hours per month by $3.69.

•A Hearing Examiner appointed by the State Corporation Commission will hear the case on July 8, 2021.

•On July 7, 2021, commencing at 10:00 a.m., the Hearing Examiner will receive, via telephone, electronic public witness testimony in this matter.

•Further information about this case is available on the SCC website at:  scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-lnformation. 

On May 21, 2021, Virginia Electric and Power Company d/b/a Dominion Energy Virginia (“Dominion” or “Company”), pursuant to § 56-585.1 A 4 (“Subsection A 4”) of the Code 
of Virginia, filed an application (“Application”) with the State Corporation Commission (“Commission”) for approval of a revised increment/decrement rate adjustment clause 
designated as Rider T1.  

Subsection A 4 deems to be prudent, among other things, the “costs for transmission services provided to the utility by the regional transmission entity of which the utility is a 
member” and “costs charged to the utility that are associated with demand response programs approved by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission [(“FERC”)] and adminis-
tered by the regional transmission entity of which the utility is a member.”  The Company has been a member of PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. (“PJM”), a regional transmission 
entity that has been approved by FERC as a regional transmission organization, since 2005.  Dominion, as an integrated electric utility member of PJM, obtains transmission 
service from PJM and pays PJM charges for such service at the rates contained in PJM’s Open Access Transmission Tariff approved by FERC.  The Company states that it also 
pays PJM charges for costs associated with demand response programs approved by FERC and administered by PJM. 

In this proceeding, Dominion seeks approval of a revenue requirement for the rate year September 1, 2021, through August 31, 2022 (“Rate Year”).  This revenue requirement, if 
approved, would be recovered through a combination of base rates and a revised increment/decrement Rider T1.  Rider T1 is designed to recover the increment/decrement between 
the revenues produced from the transmission component of base rates and the new revenue requirement developed from the Company’s total transmission costs for the Rate Year. 

The total proposed revenue requirement to be recovered over the Rate Year is $874,050,131, comprising an increment Rider T1 of $381,039,860, and forecast collections of 
$493,010,271 through the transmission component of base rates. This total revenue requirement represents a decrease of $190,416,120, compared to the revenues projected to 
be produced during the Rate Year by the combination of the base rate component of Subsection A 4 (the Company’s former Rider T) and the Rider T1 rates currently in effect.  
Implementation of the proposed Rider T1 on September 1, 2021, would decrease the average weighted monthly bill of a residential customer using 1,000 kilowatt hours per month 
by $3.69. 

In the Company’s previous Rider T1 proceeding, the Commission approved the use of the Company’s single coincident peak (“1-CP”) methodology for allocating costs in the 
2020-2021 Rate Year, and directed the Company to present a plan in its 2021 Rider T1 filing that reflects movement commencing in 2021 toward the 12 coincident peak (“12-CP”) 
methodology for allocating costs in Rider T1.  In response to this directive, the Company proposes to transition from the 1-CP methodology to the 12-CP methodology over three 
years, beginning in the 2021-2022 Rate Year by moving one-third of the way between the two allocation factors.

The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Hearing that, among other things, scheduled a hearing at 10 a.m. on July 8, 2021, to receive opening statements, testimony, and 
evidence offered by the Company, respondents, and the Commission Staff on the Company’s Application.

On July 7, 2021, at 10 a.m., the Commission will hold a telephonic hearing, with no witness present in the Commission’s courtroom, for the purpose of receiving the testimony of 
public witnesses.  On or before July 2, 2021, any person desiring to offer testimony as a public witness shall provide to the Commission (a) your name, and (b) the telephone 
number that you wish the Commission to call during the hearing to receive your testimony.  This information may be provided to the Commission in three ways:  (i) by filling out a 
form on the Commission’s website at:  scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting; (ii) by completing and emailing the PDF version of this form to SCCInfo@scc.virginia.gov; or (iii) by 
calling (804) 371-9141.  This public witness hearing will be webcast at scc.virginia.gov/pages/Webcasting.

The Commission has taken judicial notice of the ongoing public health emergency related to the spread of the coronavirus, or COVID-19, and the declarations of emergency issued 
at both the state and federal levels.  In accordance therewith, all pleadings, briefs, or other documents required to be served in this matter should be submitted electronically to the 
extent authorized by 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (“Rules of Practice”).  Confidential and Extraordinarily Sensitive 
information shall not be submitted electronically and should comply with 5 VAC 5-20-170, Confidential information, of the Rules of Practice.  For the duration of the COVID-19 
emergency, any person seeking to hand deliver and physically file or submit any pleading or other document shall contact the Clerk’s Office Document Control Center at (804) 
371-9838 to arrange the delivery.

Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, the Commission has directed that service on parties and the Commission Staff in this mat-
ter shall be accomplished by electronic means.  Please refer to the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing for further instructions concerning Confidential or Extraordinarily 
Sensitive Information.

An electronic copy of the Company’s Application may be obtained by submitting a written request to counsel for the Company, David J. DePippo, Esquire, Dominion Energy 
Services, Inc., 120 Tredegar Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or david.j.depippo@dominionenergy.com.  

On or before July 2, 2021, any interested person may file comments on the Application by following the instructions on the Commission’s website at:  
scc.virginia.gov/casecomments/Submit-Public-Comments or by filing such comments with the Clerk of the State Corporation Commission c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 
2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118.  All comments shall refer to Case No. PUR-2021-00102.

On or before June 24, 2021, any person or entity wishing to participate as a respondent in this proceeding may do so by filing a notice of participation with the Clerk of the Com-
mission at the address in listing abover (10) or at:  scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling.  Such notice of participation shall include the email addresses of such parties or their counsel.  The 
respondent simultaneously shall serve a copy of the notice of participation on counsel to the Company.  Pursuant to Rule 5 VAC 5-20-80 B, Participation as a respondent, of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice, any notice of participation shall set forth:  (i) a precise statement of the interest of the respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific action sought to 
the extent then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the action.  Any organization, corporation, or government body participating as a respondent must be represented by 
counsel as required by Rule 5 VAC 5-20-30, Counsel, of the Rules of Practice.  All filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2021-00102.

On or before June 24, 2021, each respondent may file with the Clerk of the Commission and serve on the Staff, the Company, and all other respondents, any testimony and exhibits 
by which the respondent expects to establish its case, and each witness’s testimony shall include a summary not to exceed one page.  In all filings, respondents shall comply with 
the Commission’s Rules of Practice, including 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, and 5 VAC 5-20-240, Prepared testimony and exhibits.  All filings shall refer to Case No. 
PUR-2021-00102.

Any documents filed in paper form with the Office of the Clerk of the Commission in this docket may use both sides of the paper.  In all other respects, except as modified by the 
Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing, all filings shall comply fully with the requirements of 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice.

The Company’s Application, the Commission’s Rules of Practice and the Commission’s Order for Notice and Hearing may be viewed at:  scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.

VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER COMPANY
d/b/a DOMINION ENERGY VIRGINIA

Enjoy active retirement living without the responsibilities of home maintenance 
while having a safety net of services at your back door – all within our 172 acre 

wooded community bordering Lake Prince.
757-923-5500 • www.lakeprincewoods.org

His interest in the 
biomedical program at 
Lakeland dates back to 
about fifth grade, when he 
was interested in becom-
ing a dentist. After attend-
ing middle school at John 
Yeates, he opted to make 
the 20- to 25-minute one-
way trip from his home 
to get to school, and his 
career choice has evolved 
to wanting to become an 
oral maxillofacial surgeon. 

Science has always 
been his favorite subject, 
and he’s had a longstand-
ing interest in learning 
about the body, the brain 

and how it all connects 
together.

Aldridge was also able 
to expand his social cir-
cle, keeping his friends 
from his neighborhood 
while making new ones at 
Lakeland. 

After earning a gener-
al education certificate 
at Camp and an associ-
ate degree from TCC, 
Aldridge plans to attend 
the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill and 
major in biology and plans 
to go to dental school. 

Besides academics, 
Aldridge also reached 

Eagle Scout in the Boy 
Scouts, and was part of 
Lakeland’s BioSTEM and 
Robotics clubs. 

He credited Lakeland’s 
staff, along with his 
friends, peers and fam-
ily with helping him 
throughout. Aldridge said 
his mom, Nincy Accelin-
Aldridge, drove him to do 
well, and his dad, Brian 
Aldridge, though he had to 
work a lot, helped provide 
him with slides he needed 
for his studies. He also 
noted aunts who worked 
as nurses who helped him, 
too.

Aldridge said he feels 
fortunate and appreciative 
to have had a more normal 
graduation and in his vale-
dictory address, shared 
that it takes patience, per-
severance and hard work 
to accomplish goals.

“I’m going to think 
about all the hard work 
that I actually had to do,” 
Aldridge said. “At that 
time, I was struggling with 
how I was going to do 
this, study for all these 
tests, taking AP classes, 
dual credit. But in the end 
it was accomplishable, 
because here I am now. 

I just had to persevere 
through it. I studied hard 
with the help of my peers, 

my friends and my teach-
ers.”

Valedictorian: Plans to major in biology at UNC—Chapel Hill
Continued from page 1

poet in Hampton Roads 
for Rhymes and Rhythm. 
Taylor recited poems that 
visually and emotionally 
explained the significance 
of Juneteenth. Folks can 
also view this presenta-
tion online.

“The presentation will 
give the history in an 
emotional and power-
ful way,” said Shauntae 
Holloway, the Juneteenth 
event lead at the Suffolk 
Public Library.

At 5 p.m. on June 17, an 
in-person line dance class 
at the Morgan Memorial 
Library will be led by 
Holloway. This event 
will help folks learn or 
brush up on popular line 
dances in preparation for 
Juneteenth celebrations. 

“The line dance is 
one of the first in-per-
son events back at the 
library,” said Holloway. 
“I hope everyone can 
come out and celebrate 
with us.”

The library will be 
closed in observance 
of Juneteenth on June 
18-19. To celebrate the 
day, a prerecorded video 
will premier on June 19. 

During this celebration, 
Sylvia Bond will read a 
dramatic poem and Andre 
Riddick will play the sax-
ophone along with other 
performances. 

Juneteenth celebrates 
the emancipation of slaves 
after the Civil War. As the 
festivities and celebra-
tions go on, it’s important 
to remember the signifi-
cance of the day.

“I think it is important, 
especially in this day and 
age, to remember it’s not 

just a party but a chance 
to learn the rich history,” 
said Holloway. “It is a big 
step from where the Black 
community came from 
and where it is today. 
There’s still a long way 
to go, but it’s a step in the 
right direction.”

Viewers can watch 
the online events during 
the premiere or at a later 
date at facebook.com/
SuffolkPublicLibrary 
and tinyurl.com/
SPLJuneteenth.

to come together for a 
time of prayer,” said 
Gary Newsome, director 
of spiritual life at Lake 
Prince Woods. 

This gathering will 
last approximately 45 
minutes. According 
to Newsome, the cross 
located in the prayer lab-
yrinth makes the perfect 
setting to gather and pray 
as a community.

This prayer gathering is 

in light of the traffic stop 
of 2nd Lt. Caron Naz ario 
in Windsor and the fatal 
shooting of Andrew 
Brown Jr. in Eliz abeth 
City, N.C. Suffolk Clergy 
United wants to share its 
heartfelt sorrow for these 
events that took place in 
neighboring areas. 

According to 
Newsome, racial injustice 
will not be the only focus 
of the gathering. First 

responders, churches and 
the community as a whole 
are a few of the other top-
ics prepared to be lifted 
in prayer.

“We are taking all of 
this into account and not 
just empathiz ing, but 
bringing the communi-
ty together and praying 
about it,” said Newsome.

This gathering is a safe 
place to share hurt and 
anger and join in prayer 

with other believers to 
God for grace and guid-
ance. 

“This is to show peo-

ple we are united and we 
care,” said Newsome. 
“We want to show that 
all people matter, and 

through prayer and unity, 
we can change things.”

Vigil: Clergy will pray for the nation, racial justice and other issues
Continued from page 1

Juneteenth: Celebration on Saturday
Continued from page 1

Valedictorian: Joshua Aldridge
Age: 18
Family: Brian Aldridge, father; Nincy 
Accelin-Aldridge, mother; Jeremiah 
Aldridge, brother; Jacob Aldridge, 
brother
College: University of North Carolina—
Chapel Hill 
Major: Biology

The East Suffolk Sophisticated 
Steppers are currently con-
ducting a weekly line dance 
class every Monday from 
6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Unity 
Brothers Lodge, 1226 White 
Marsh Road. Parking and 
entrance are located at the 
back of the building. Masks 
are required. For more infor-
mation, contact Evelyn Wall at 
757-334-5038.

Registration is open for the 
North Suffolk Rotary Club’s 
annual Golf Classic on July 15 
at Cedar Point Country Club. 
Deadline is July 8. Register 
at northsuffolkrotary.com/
golf-classic.

Join the Suffolk Center for 
Cultural Arts as they welcome 
the Blackwater Artists League 
for an exhibit that will be on 
display through June 25. The 
Blackwater Artists League 
is an organization of artists 
of all media who get togeth-
er each week to paint and 
sketch. Members come from 
throughout the area. 

Lake Kennedy Civic League 
meets the third Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at 
138 S. Sixth St.

Ongoing Events
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We proud ly welcome the
newest member of our sales team

Tricia Miller, REALTOR®

Cell: 757-651-5183 • E-mail: tricia@choreyrealty.net

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The focus was on reproduc-
tive healthcare outside the Health 
and Human Services building in 
downtown Suffolk as Gov. Ralph 
Northam signed several bills into 

law during a June 17 ceremony.
Authors of the legislation were 

also on hand, as Northam signed 
a bill from Del. Haya Ayala, the 
Democratic nominee for lieu-
tenant governor, that establishes 
a workgroup to create the state’s 
first fetal and infant mortality 

review team. 
He also signed bills from Sen. 

Jennifer McClellan and Del. 
Sally Hudson to end the ban on 
abortion coverage plans offered 
through the health exchange 

BY TRACY AGNEW
EDITOR

A Virginia Beach man 
was sentenced to 26 years 
to serve in an emotional 
hearing in Suffolk Circuit 

Court on Thursday.
Timothy Wayne Carr, 

50, was found guilty in 
February 2020 of attempt-
ed capital murder and 
other charges stemming 
from an assault on a fami-

ly member that took place 
early on July 4, 2019.

That night, Carr had 
driven from Virginia 
Beach to the woman’s 
home on Holbrook Arch 
in Suffolk and parked 

around the corner. He 
retrieved a ladder and 
pruning shears from the 
shed and spied on the 
woman through her sec-
ond-story window.

According to state-

ments in Thursday’s hear-
ing, Carr became enraged 
when he saw the woman 
sitting on the bed on her 
phone and assumed she 
was texting another man. 
He kicked in the back 

door and assaulted the 
woman for about an hour 
— punching her, choking 
her, and more — leaving 
her with injuries includ-

FROM STAFF REPORTS
SUFFOLK NEWS-HERALD

It is said “Music makes the 
world go round” — well, that is 
certainly the case this summer.

To inspire creativity in the 
Suffolk community, the Suffolk 
News-Herald partnered with 
Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts 
to provide summer music camp 
scholarships to deserving Suffolk 
public elementary schools stu-
dents. With Suffolk News-Herald’s 
support, seven talented music 
students will experience a fun, 

immersive week of music camp 
creating original lyrics, melodies, 
rhythms and more.

In early May, Suffolk public 
elementary school music teachers 
were asked to select one spe-
cial student from their school to 
receive the Suffolk News-Herald
music camp scholarship. Seven 
schools participated, nominating 
seven talented music loving camp-
ers to attend a week of music 
camp from June 28 to July 2.

“It has been such a wonderful 
experience to see the thought and 
support the Suffolk Public School 

elementary music teachers have 
placed in identifying their sum-
mer music camp nominations for 
the music scholarships. We are 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The city’s three pub-
lic high schools will host 
COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics for Suffolk Public 
Schools staff and students 
ages 12 and up.

Lakeland High School 
will host a clinic June 22, 
King’s Fork High School 
June 23 and Nansemond 
River High School June 
24. Each clinic will run 
from 7 a.m. until noon. 

SPS has partnered with 
Rite Aid Pharmacy to pro-
vide the Pfiz er BioNTech 
two-dose vaccine. The 
doses are administered 21 
days apart. It asks that peo-
ple fill out the COVID-19 
vaccine clinic form ( bit.ly/
COVID19vaccineclinic)  
so it knows how many 
people to expect.

According to the 
Virginia Department of 
Health, 2,614 people ages 
10 to 19 have received 

Man gets 26 years for assault

Schools 
to host 
vaccine 
clinics

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Note: This is the third in a 
series of stories on the vale-
dictorians at high schools in 
Suffolk. 

Alyssa Cadua gave her par-

ents’ boasting a big boost by 
earning valedictorian status 
at Nansemond River High 
School.

Earning a 4.55-grade 
point average in the school’s 
Project Lead the Way engi-
neering program, Cadua did 
plenty over her four years of 

high school to boast about. 
“This sounds silly, but 

being able to give my parents 
something to brag about and 
post it on Facebook is just 
a good feeling to know that 
they have that,” Cadua said. 

But despite her giving them 
that, they never pressured her 

to achieve that status. 
“I think what makes it more 

special is that my parents 
didn’t pressure me at all,” 
Cadua said, “because they see 
me stressing and they’re like, 
‘ Alyssa, you know it’s OK if 

Nansemond River High School

Valedictorian: 
Alyssa Cadua

Building a future in engineering

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Garrison Cady, a rising second-grader at Creekside Elementary 
School, says goodbye to teacher Ms. Larsen on the last day of 
school. It was quite an unusual school year for Suffolk Public Schools 
students, with some still learning virtually the entire year and some 
attending school in person only twice per week in a hybrid format for 
part of the year.

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL Governor signs bills in Suffolk

News-Herald provides inspiration to campers

Iyonna Edwards Corbin Greene

He who knows that enough is enough will always have 
enough.

Lao Tzu
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Walters Outdoor Power Equipment

Hours: Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 8-5 • Wed, Sat 8-12 
waltersoutdoorpowerequipment.com • waltersoutdoor@gmail.com 

Halfway between Windsor & Franklin on Hwy. 258 • 757-562-4760

Priority Service when you buy from us

5-STAR DADS
TO ALL THE DADS WHO INSPIRE US.

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY.

Includes charger and built-in battery.

HEDGE TRIMMER
HSA 45

$00000

"Light weight and easy to use." 

- Haefdh

BATTERY

HANDHELD BLOWER
BG 50

$00000

"Powerful and lightweight." 

- Kevin2376

TRIMMER
FS 40 C-E

$00000

"This trimmer is a great value." 

- Alwaysstihlin

16" bar†

CHAIN SAW
MS 170

$00000

"It starts easily and runs great." 

- Dick44

All prices are DSRP at participating dealers while supplies last. †The actual listed guide bar length 
may vary from the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on.  Check out 
these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com. © 2021 STIHL

HSA 45
BATTERY
HEDGE TRIMMER
Includes charger and 
built-in battery

$12999

“Light weight and easy to use.”
-Haefdh

FS 40 C-E
TRIMMER

$16999

“This trimmer is a great value.”
-Alwaysstihlin

MS 170
CHAINSAW

$18999

“It starts easily and runs great.”

-Haefdh

BG 50
HAND BLOWER

$13999

“Powerful and lightweight.”
- Kevin2376

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Visit us on Facebook or our website to see new arrivals! 

STOP IN AND CHECK OUT OUR 
NEW POWER LIFT RECLINERS, IN STOCK AND 

READY TO BE THE PERFECT GIFT FOR DAD! 
SAVINGS IN EVERY DEPARTMENT! 

THE PERFECT 
GIFT FOR DAD!

HAPPY 
FATHER’S DAY

It’s 2 am and Roscoe 
just ate your box 
of chocolates.

Pet Emergency 
– We’re on it.

6550 Hampton 
Roads Pkwy, #113

(at Respass Beach Rd)
Suffolk, VA 23435

thecovevets.com

757.935.9111

Enjoy active retirement living without the responsibilities of home maintenance 
while having a safety net of services at your back door – all within our 172 acre 

wooded community bordering Lake Prince.
757-923-5500 • www.lakeprincewoods.org

things don’t turn out the 
way you’re hoping they 
do.’ But that makes you 
almost want it more that 
they don’t pressure me.”

Her parents, Edwin 
and Susie, have been her 
biggest cheerleaders and 
did the little things that 
allowed Cadua to get a 
few extra minutes of rest. 

For instance, because 
Cadua had to work 
throughout high school, 
her mom would have din-
ner ready for her when 
she would come home 
from a late shift so she 
could get to bed a lit-
tle earlier, or focus on 
any homework. Her mom 
also helped with other 
things around the house 
so Cadua wouldn’t have 
to worry about it. 

“I noticed that she 
would try to help me in 
any way possible. So I 
really, really appreciated 
that.”

Cadua described the 
last 15 months, and cer-
tainly all of her senior 
year, as weird. She wasn’t 
sure if she could do all of 
her classes on the com-
puter. 

“I was freaking out,” 
Cadua said. “I did not 
think I could keep this 
up for the whole year. 
I was definitely planning 
on going hybrid. But then 
after a month or so, I 
adjusted to it. I adjusted, 
my friends adjusted and 
we leaned on each other.”

She had trouble keep-
ing up with due dates, 
but her friends in the 
engineering program at 
Nansemond River helped 
her. Ultimately, she chose 
to stay in virtual learning 
to avoid having to adapt 
again.

“I didn’t want to have 
to go through anoth-
er adjustment period,” 
Cadua said, “especially 
since it was so late in the 
year, I had already settled 
in.”

Her friends also helped 

Cadua keep up her con-
fidence and were patient 
with her, especially 
during times when she 
hadn’t done as well as 
she would have liked. 

As for other events or 
things she would have 
been able to do in a more 
normal, non-coronavirus 
pandemic senior year, she 
has little regrets.

“I’m not sad,” Cadua 
said. “I don’t feel like 
I’ve missed out on any-
thing. When I’m going 
through pictures and I see 
a picture of me at a foot-
ball game, in the River 
Rowdies crowd, it’s kind 
of like an ‘ Aww, I’ll never 
have that again,’ kind of a 
feeling. 

“But overall, I’m OK 
with how this year was, 
and I’m just so grate-
ful with how this year 
was, and I’m just so, so 
grateful I get a gradua-
tion. That was the biggest 
thing for me. I think if 
we didn’t get a gradua-
tion, my answer would 
definitely be different. … 
Everything else, there’ll 
be other things in life, like 
college football games, 
and I’ll have formal danc-
es to go to in the future. 
I’m OK with it.”

Cadua at one time 
wanted to be an aero-
space engineer, but after 

drifting away to that, 
became more interested 
in biomedical engineer-
ing. She’s focusing more 
on the technology side 
of the medical field and 
hopes to work in a hospi-
tal alongside doctors try-
ing to develop artificial 
organs.

She’s been inspired by 
her older sister, Danielle, 
who was born with a hole 
in her heart. 

“She’s totally fine, but 
I’ve always thought it 
was interesting, so that 
pushed me toward it.”

With her sister going 
into the medical field, and 
her mom, Susie, already 
there, they’ve always 
talked about it. 

“I remember, even 
though I was really 
young, I had memories of 
waiting for her in the hos-
pital,” Cadua said. “And 
I think it’d be really cool 
to help people who were 
like my sister.”

She is, however, open 
to other kinds of engi-
neering. 

“I definitely think, for 
sure, I’m going to stay 
in engineering,” Cadua 
said. “I just want to build 
things.”

Besides school, Cadua 
played a lot of field hock-
ey, especially for her club 
team, but when that ended, 

she got into baking. When 
her church, Community 
Church, reopened, she 
began attending there a 
lot more. She said it was 
a good outlet to take a 
break from school and 
work, and “just breathe 
out a little bit and see a 
bigger picture.”

“I relied on that,” 
Cadua said. “It was a 
nice community in a time 
where there wasn’t any 
other kind of gathering, 
other than church.”

Her valedictorian 
speech focused on living 
in the moment. Its gene-
sis came from her church 
group in which discussion 
centered on how people 
always have some goals 
they run toward, and then 
when they reach that goal, 
they move onto the next 
goal without celebrating 
the achievement. 

“We’re never just cel-
ebrating what we used 
to be running towards,” 
Cadua said. “I wrote 
about that because that’s 
how I felt about getting 
valedictorian. I found out 
I was valedictorian a few 
months ago and then I 
was like, ‘ Cool, that’s 
awesome.’ And then I 
started freaking out over 
scholarships, and trying 
to get scholarships, and 
then once I found out I 
got a scholarship, I started 
freaking out about get-
ting furniture. It’s always 
something, instead of just 
enjoying it.”

Looking back at high 
school, Cadua said she 
would tell herself that no 
matter what, things will 
be OK. 

“The freshman me was 
stressed so much over 
every little detail,” Cadua 
said. “And in the end, that 
one test that you didn’t 
do so well on, that one 
game that you played so 
bad in, it’s OK. In the 
grand scheme of things, 
it’s OK.”

so grateful to them and 
the Suffolk News-Herald
for providing this oppor-
tunity to these children” 
said Rick Byrd, Suffolk 
Center education manag-
er.

The following students 
received scholarships:
4Christiana Peek 

is a fourth-grader at 
Nansemond Shores 
Elementary. Nominating 
teacher Christopher 
Stadler shared, 
“Christiana was selected 
for this award because 
of the love and enthusi-
asm that she shows for 
music.”
4Iyonna Edwards is a 

fifth-grader at Booker T. 
Washington Elementary. 
Nominating teach-
er Anedra Jones said, 
“Iyonna is a model music 
student.”
4Carter Sykes is a 

third-grader at Oakland 
Elementary. Nominating 
teacher Rena Long 
shared, “Carter demon-
strates true musical talent. 
He has his own keyboard 
and often composes self-
works at home.”
4Eric Knight Jr. 

is a third-grader at 
Nansemond Parkway 
Elementary. Nominating 
teacher Karen Waddell 
said, “Eric is an extreme-
ly enthusiastic, energet-

ic, well-mannered, and 
attentive student who 
shows extreme musical 
aptitude.”
4Corbin Greene is 

a third-grader at Kilby 
Shores Elementary. 
Nominating teach-
er Penny Key shared, 
“Corbin has a gener-
al interest in music. He 
plays the violin and is a 
self-taught musician. He 
enjoys researching skills 
and composing his own 
music.” 
4Owen Perkins is a 

fifth-grader at Hillpoint 
Elementary School. 
Nominating teacher 
Mary Sensabaugh said, 
“I selected Owen for this 
scholarship because of his 
interest in music and he is 
joining the orchestra next 
year.” 
4Landon Moody is a 

fifth-grader at Florence 
Bowser Elementary. 
Nominating teacher 
Courtney DeBerry shared, 
“I selected Landon for 
this scholarship because 
of his passion for music 
and the recorder.”               

It’s not too late to enroll 
in summer music camp. 
Music camp is open to 
everyone. You don’t need 
to be perfect; you just 
need the courage to share 
the music inside of you. 
Music campers will inter-

act with peers and work 
with professional musi-
cians to create and record 
music, play instruments, 
make an instrument, as 
well as learn about digital 
looping!

Suffolk Center for 
Cultural Arts is offering 
four exceptional 2021 
summer camps in visual 
arts, music, theater, and 
S.T.E.A.M. 

Professional Artists 
and Musicians at Arts 
For Learning, the 
Virginia affiliate of 
Young Audiences, yav.
org, provides immersive 
camp experiences, filled 
with creative instruc-
tion. Summer camps are 
offered for one week, 
Monday through Friday, 
8: 30 a.m. to 3 p.m., on-site 
at the Suffolk Center for 
children from first-grad-
ers to rising sixth-grad-
ers. The registration fee is 
$250 per week; discounts 
are available for families 
with multiple campers.
4Art Camp:  June 

21-25
4Music Camp:  June 

28 to July 2
4Theater Camp:  Aug. 

2-6
4S.T.E.A.M. Camp:  

Aug. 9-13
Registration is avail-

able online at suffolkcen-
ter.org/ summer-camps or 

over the phone at 757-
923-0003, ext. 107.  For 
more information, email 
Rick Byrd, SCCA edu-
cation manager, at rick.
byrd@ Suffolkcenter.org. 
The Suffolk Center for 
Cultural Arts is located 
at 110 W. Finney Ave., 
Suffolk.

Valedictorian: Alyssa Cadua
Age: 18
Family: Edwin Cadua, father; Susie Cadua, 
mother; A.J. Cadua, brother, 29; Danielle 
Cadua, sister, 20
College: Virginia Commonwealth 
University
Major: Biomedical engineering

Valedictorian: Inspired by sister overcoming health challenges
Continued from page 1

Camp: Suffolk Center has several camps available
Continued from page 1

‘We’re never just celebrating what we 
used to be running towards. I wrote 
about that because that’s how I felt 

about getting valedictorian. ... It’s always 
something, instead of just enjoying it.’

Alyssa Cadua
NANSEMOND RIVER HIGH SCHOOL 

VALEDICTORIAN



WEATHER HERE! 
HIGH 77    LOW 60 

VISIT US ON 

FACEBOOK 

& TWITTER

Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all 
of the darkness.

Desmond Tutu

www.su� olknewsherald.com

2012
AWARD
WINNING
NEWSPAPER

2020

T.G.I.F.  concerts 
begin again 3

Community Calendar  2

PUBLISHED WEDNESDAY AND SUNDAY • SUFFOLK EDITION JUNE 23, 2021 WWW.SUFFOLKNEWSHERALD.COM

WEDNESDAY SUFFOLK’S NEWS AND INFORMATION SOURCE SINCE 1873 FREE! 

Suffolk
NEWS-HERALDNEWS-HERALD
www . s u f f o l k n ew s h e r a l d . c om

Suffolk

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Editor’s Note: This is the 
fourth in the Suffolk News-
Herald’s annual series of 
stories on the valedictori-
ans at Suffolk’s five high 
schools.

Arya Barot had always 
had the goal, and the dream, 
of becoming valedictori-
an, but it wasn’t something 
he expected, or something 
expected of him.

Taking a challeng-
ing academic course load 
at Nansemond-Suffolk 

Academy, Barot made that 
a reality and sustained his 
efforts even while attend-
ing classes virtually. And he 
attributes his achievement as 
valedictorian to two things.

“Hard work and God’s 
grace,” Barot said. “I can’t 
take credit for it. I’ve worked 

hard and my family has 
instilled values in me, but 
also, my belief that whatev-
er success or achievements I 
get are all God’s grace.”

As for many, COVID-19 
changed school and interac-

Nansemond-Suffolk Academy

Valedictorian: 
Arya Barot

Achievements due to ‘hard work and God’s grace’

 BY RACHEL WARTIAN
STAFF WRITER

Tidewater Cove hosted a 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
its new Memory Care Unit on 
June 16.

Located off East Washington 
Street, Tidewater Cove is an 
assisted living facility that 
has primarily provided care to 
geriatric individuals with seri-
ous mental illness. The facility 
recently was approved to go 

from its 65-bed capacity to 
80 beds. Ten of these beds are 
dedicated to the new memory 
care facility.  

“We’re excited,” said 
Demetrios Peratsakis, exec-
utive director of the Western 
Tidewater Community 
Services Board. “We think it’s 
great. You have to start with a 
vision, but the vision doesn’t 
happen without the right sup-

BY MAX LONZANIDA, PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
OFFICER, HAMPTON ROADS NAVAL 

MUSEUM 
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-HERALD

Suffolk based attorney, Kevin 
Frank with Randall Page, P.C. 
spends his days advocating for 
a favorable outcome for his 
clients. His battleground, like 
many attorneys, is the multiple 

courts throughout the Hampton 
Roads region. 

This author had the opportu-
nity to catch up to him on a dif-
ferent battleground last week-
end at the Military Aviation 
Museum in Virginia Beach; 
where he, along with countless 
World War II reenactors, served 
on the front lines of history.

I had previously arranged to 

meet him during the museum’s 
Virginia Warbird Weekend. The 
airshow attracted thousands of 
visitors who descended on the 
grassy airfield and associated 
hangars to experience World 
War II history. Finding him 
amid the crush of visitors on 
the ground, and amongst the 

BY TRACY AGNEW
EDITOR

Suffolk’s first Pride 
Festival is coming to the city 
on Sunday with food, ven-
dors, live music, performers 
and more.

“This is Suffolk’s very first 
Pride,” said Mia Feliu, com-
munity outreach associate for 
the Suffolk LGBT Center of 
Hampton Roads. “We’re ask-

ing people to come out and 
celebrate LGBT social accep-
tance and achievements.”

The event takes place from 
noon to 7 p.m. Sunday at 
Bennett’s Creek Park, 3000 
Bennetts Creek Park Road.

Feliu said drag perform-
ers and special guest speak-
ers such as Delegate Clinton 
Jenkins will be on hand. 

Suffolk attorney brings war to 
life during airshow 

Tidewater Cove hosts 
groundbreaking

First Pride Fest 
coming this weekend

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

The Suffolk News-Herald’s
office at 130 S. Saratoga St. has 
served for years as a beacon for 
its staff to chronicle the city’s 
many historical moments. 

But the paper’s time at that 
address is now history, too, as 
it has been sold to Monument 
Development Sixteen, LLC and 
will be developed into 14 apart-
ments as part of an adaptive 
reuse project for the three-story 
building along with 434 feet of 
ground-floor commercial space 
and 434 feet for a lobby. City 
Council unanimously approved a 
conditional use permit last month. 

Terms of the sale were not 
disclosed, but the 11,140-square-
foot building was assessed at 
$263,800 for fiscal year 2021. 

David Dallman, an engineer 
with Kimley-Horn represent-
ing the applicant Chris Johnson 
and Monument Development 
Sixteen, LLC, said there would 
be a lobby and commercial use 
on the first floor. 

“We are excited to take a histor-

News-Herald 
building 

to become 
apartments

See BUILDING, 7

See GROUNDBREAKING, 7

See PRIDE, 12 See WAR, 12

See VALEDICTORIAN, 6

MAX LONZANIDA PHOTO 

Kevin Frank demonstrates World War II life during re-enactments at the Virginia Warbird Weekend at the Military Aviation 
Museum in Virginia Beach last weekend.
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tions with people. Barot 
said a positive effect is 
that it has allowed him to 
grow closer to his fam-
ily, including grandpar-
ents who live in the same 
neighborhood. 

“We’ve taken it very 
seriously, because I live 
in a multigenerational 
family,” Barot said. “I’m 
very close to my grand-
parents. In fact, we do 
family prayers together 
each evening.”

That’s why Barot said 
he and his family have 
taken every precaution, 
and it’s why he remained 
a virtual student even 
as many of his peers 
returned to school. 

As for the online 
coursework, Barot, who 
had attended NSA since 
the third grade, said he 
didn’t have difficulty 
adapting to it, and with 
family around, he didn’t 
feel isolated. 

“I’ve always worked 
hard and I’ve always done 
my best,” Barot said, “so 
during the pandemic, I 
had to adjust what I was 
doing, but I never had the 
feeling that it would come 
in the way of my goals.”

But throughout his time 
at NSA, Barot challenged 
himself, completing 11 
Advanced Placement 
exams along with every 
honors or higher-level 
courses that he could take 
in each subject, especially 
in math and science. He 
said doing this taught him 
how to better manage his 

time. 
“It was a challenge, 

but I enjoy learning, and 
I enjoy learning how to 
learn,” Barot said. 

Though he plans to 
major in computer sci-
ence at the University of 
Virginia, he also has a 
budding interest in entre-
preneurship and business. 

“I’ve yet to find what 
I truly love, and when I 
find what I truly love, I’ll 
have the background and 
skills to pursue it,” Barot 
said.

Prior to the pandemic, 
Barot was a multi-sport 
athlete at NSA, having 
competed in cross coun-
try, swimming, indoor 
track and tennis. During 
the pandemic, since he 
wasn’t competing at 
school, he kept in shape 
by running with his broth-
er. 

For his valedictorian 
speech, he said he did 
not feel qualified to offer 
advice to anyone, but 
that he would highlight 
things important to him 
— empathy and gratitude. 
Those are attributes he 
said his parents raised 
him with. 

“Everything that I do, 
and all of my hard work, 
I always try to main-
tain humility,” Barot 
said, “and I always try 
to remind myself to stay 
grateful to everyone who 
had a part in that, espe-
cially my family, parents 
and in school, my teach-
ers, counselors, people 

who gave me guidance.”
He said his faith has 

always been an integral 
part of who he is and a big 
part of his life.

“In the past year, I’ve 
learned to be more grate-
ful and I’ve learned to 
appreciate what I have 
more, and who I have 
more,” Barot said. “There 
are people who are wor-
rying about making ends 
meet, and feeding their 
families and paying rent, 

and luckily, we’ve been 
very blessed.”

Looking back at his 
time at NSA, Barot said 
he’s enjoyed his expe-
rience, making close 
friendships and finding 
mentors to guide him. 

“When I look back,” 
Barot said, “I will remem-
ber how much I grew 
from the time I entered 
NSA to now, my gradu-
ation.”

Valedictorian: Arya Barot
Age: 17
Family: Preshita Barot, mother; Dimi 
Barot, father; Adi Barot, 15, brother
College: University of Virginia
Major: Computer science and business

Valedictorian: Multi-sport athlete
Continued from page 1

 BY RACHEL WARTIAN
STAFF WRITER

The three-day tent 
revival planned for 
October now has set dates 
and a location.

Rekindle Virginia will 
take place the weekend 
of Oct. 8, 9 and 10 at 
Bennett’s Creek Park, 
3000 Bennetts Creek 
Park Road.

This revival is free and 
open to the public who 
want churches to be uni-
fied and prepared for a 
revival.

“Virginia was and is 
important in God’s plan 
for bringing the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ to
America,” said Dot 

Dalton, organiz er of the 
revival. “We must remem-
ber our Virginia spiritual 
history and believe that 
we need to be revived 
in our love for America, 
revived in our love for 
Jesus Christ, praying 
that God will revive our 
churches, and also to be 
healed and revived in our 
burden to evangeliz e.”

The Rekindle Virginia 
tent revival is based on 
Dalton’s book “Rekindle 
Virginia, The Flames of 
Revival” which is soon 
to be released. Dalton is 
known in the community 

as the founder and former 
president of IMPACT 
SUFFOLK for more than 
20 years.

Planning meetings 
are held at 7 p.m. every 
fourth Thursday. The 
next meeting will be 
held at Magnolia United 
Methodist Church, 1764 
Wilroy Road, Suffolk. 
All church leaders and 
individuals are invited to 
come who want to see the 
Lord’s work in their area.

“God brought mighty 
revivals through the 
Second Great Awakening 
in America, which was 
in Virginia between 1740 
and 1790,” said Dalton. 

“He did it once, He can 
do it again.”

Magnolia United 
Methodist Church is serv-
ing as the co-sponsor of 
the tent revival this fall. 
Anyone who would like 
to donate to the event can 
send a tax-exempt dona-
tion to Magnolia UMC-
Rekindle Virginia at 1764 
Wilroy Road, Suffolk, 
VA 23434, Attention:  
Rekindle Virginia.

To learn more about 
the event, Virginia’s spir-
itual history or Dalton’s 
upcoming book, visit 
rekindleva.com.

Tent revival announces new details

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Suffolk Commonwealth’s Attorney Phil Ferguson presented 25 filled backpacks to the Rev. Sylvia Copeland-Murphy on June 21, for her 
non-profit organization SCM Vision Incorporated.  SCM Vision is a non-profit organization that is strategically designed to rebuild, reconnect 
and bring resiliency to the at-risk, low-income and disadvantaged populations through its Pathways from Bondage Ministry.      

JMU announces spring 
2021 graduates
James Madison University 

recently announced the 
following students who grad-
uated during the May 2021 
commencement exercises.
4Alexandra Amory, who 

graduated with a degree in 
communication studies.
4Simon Munn, who graduat-

ed with a degree in biology.
4Caitlin Lawson, who gradu-

ated with a degree in health 
sciences.
4Danielle Arzillo, who gradu-

ated with a degree in justice 
studies.
4Jillian Lepson, who grad-

uated with a degree in 
accounting.
4Joseph Gaglione, who 

graduated with a degree in 
biology.
4Taylor Morrell, who graduat-

ed with a degree in master 
of education in teaching.
4Melaney Cutler, who gradu-

ated with a degree in engi-
neering.
4Elizabeth Larson, who 

graduated with a degree in 

health sciences.
4Hannah L’Abbe, who gradu-

ated with a degree in health 
sciences.
4Stephen L’Abbe, who gradu-

ated with a degree in health 
sciences.
4Victoria Czuprynski, who 

graduated with a degree in 
health sciences.
4Zeph Kelly, who graduated 

with a degree in hospitality 
management.
4Benjamin Sullivan, who 

graduated with a degree in 
sociology.

JMU announces 
honors graduates
James Madison University 

recently announced the 
following Suffolk students 
who graduated with honors 
during the May 2021 com-
mencement exercises.
4Aliah King graduated cum 

laude with a degree in man-
agement.
4Brianna Ramos graduated 

summa cum laude with a 
degree in social work.

Academic Announcements
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BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Though the biggest moment 
belonged to freshman Cammie 
Stuffel in Nansemond River’s 
1-0 eight-inning win over Glen 
Allen in the Class 5 softball 
semifinals, on Wednesday, 
senior pitcher Taylor Cherry set 
the stage with a stellar perfor-
mance to keep the Warriors even 
to that point. 

Cherry, heading to Division 
I Elon next year, allowed just 
two hits and struck out 15 while 
snuffing out the Jaguars’ big-
gest threat in the second inning 

and matching z eroes with the 
Gatorade State Player of the 
Year Emerson Aiken. 

But with Er’ron Burton on 
first with two outs in the bot-
tom of the eighth following a 
fielder’s choice, the poised left-
hand hitting Stuffel turned on 
an Aiken pitch and crushed it to 
the right-field corner. It allowed 
Burton, who was running on 
the pitch, to score standing up 
and set off a raucous celebra-
tion for the Warriors ( 14-1) , 
who reached the state champi-
onship game for the first time 

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

Though Gov. Ralph Northam 
is not extending the COVID-19 
state of emergency past June 30 
allowing people to wear masks, 
he has said people should still 

have the option to wear them.
In an interview last week 

while in Suffolk, Northam said 
it is his expectation that no one 
would be cited for continuing to 
wear a mask in public.

“Now in our code it says that 
it’s unlawful to wear a mask,” 

Northam said. “We’re in a dif-
ferent time now. We’re in this 
pandemic and there’s still indi-
viduals that haven’t been vac-
cinated, and still feel the need 
to wear a mask. We certainly 
encourage that.

“We’ll make it clear to law 

enforcement that they won’t be 
harassing people, they won’t 
be arresting people,” Northam 
said. 

But without the state of emer-
gency, the only legally bind-
ing way for people to continue 
wearing masks in public is for 

the law to change. Northam, 
who announced a General 
Assembly special session Aug. 
2, said he expects a mask-wear-
ing measure to be taken up 
then, but any changes to the 

 BY RACHEL AUSTIN
STAFF WRITER

What started as a quest to 
recreate a missed drink turned 
into a business Carl Hale 
never expected.

Hale is a Suffolk native 
who graduated from King’s 
Fork High School in 2012 and 
joined the U.S. Navy.

As an avid fan of ginger, 
Hale tried a ginger lemon-
ade while visiting Atlanta and 
fell in love. After returning to 
Virginia, Hale tried his best to 
recreate this drink.

With a lot of trial and error, 
Hale created a ginger lem-

To mask or not to mask?
State yet to provide guidance to law enforcement

BY JIMMY LAROUE
STAFF WRITER

MaryDouglas Johnson 
wouldn’t trade her experience 
at Suffolk Christian Academy 
for anything, and credits the 
school’s staff, and her family, 
for helping her on her path 

not just with academics, but 
with life. 

Johnson, who earned vale-
dictorian status for SCA’s 
class of 2021, was able to bal-
ance her classes while play-
ing basketball and growing in 
her faith. 

“I’ve loved being here the 

whole time,” Johnson said. 
“It’s made it a lot easier. You 
don’t have to transfer your 
records, you don’t have to 
transfer schools, you don’t 
have to lose friends, especial-
ly —  I’ve made a lot of really 
good friends here. I’d call 
them family, especially with 

the teachers and staff here.”
During this past school 

year, she did not go back to 
school in person until late last 
fall for health reasons —  “that 
was odd,” she said. She start-
ed by coming in for her gov-

Suffolk Christian Academy

Valedictorian: 
MaryDouglas 

Johnson
SCA valedictorian found ‘the right balance’

See VALEDICTORIAN, 5

Warriors set to play 
for state title

Finding the right taste

See MASK, 12

See TASTE, 12

See LUCAS, 9

See STATE, 12

BY STEPHEN FALESKI
STAFF WRITER

Portsmouth resident Charlotte 
Briglin and a group of like-
minded voters filed a petition in 
Chesapeake’s Circuit Court June 
22 seeking to recall state Sen. L. 
Louise Lucas from her elected 
office.

Lucas, a Democrat, represents 
Virginia’s 18th District and serves 
as the Senate’s president pro tem-
pore. The district includes parts 
of the counties of Isle of Wight, 
Southampton and Surry, as well 
as parts of the cities of Franklin 
and Suffolk.

The petition, Briglin confirmed, 
is the same one Virginia Beach-
based attorney and gun store 
owner Timothy Anderson started 
last year following the senator’s 
appearance at a June 2020 pro-
test at Portsmouth’s now-removed 
Confederate monument.

The protest began as a peaceful 
demonstration but escalated after 
Portsmouth police officers arrest-
ed the city’s NAACP president 
and vice president for allegedly 
trespassing on the monument —  
charges that were later dismissed. 
Lucas arrived on scene shortly 
after the arrests and was caught 
on camera telling the officers 

Lucas recall 
petition heads 

to court

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Carle Hale is a Suffolk native sharing his passion for ginger lemonade.
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ernment class to participate 
in discussions. After that, 
she phased herself into 
classes, and once she com-
pleted a quarantine period 
following Christmas break, 
she went back to school in 
person. 

In particular, Johnson 
credits SCA Headmaster 
Tamra VanDorn, who she 
has known since a little 
girl, with mentoring her. 

“She’s really been like 
a guide to me, getting me 
through, not only academ-
ically, but spiritually as 
well, helping me keep on 
track with both of those 
and keep them steady and 
even them out so I’m not 
focused on academics 
more, not focused on spir-
itual more. You have to 
have the right balance.”

Her family, too, helped 
her stay motivated to do 
her best. 

“Honestly, I didn’t think 
I would get valedictorian,” 
Johnson said. “Obviously 
I tried, and obviously, I 
worked and did put my 
best toward my schooling, 
but at one point this year, I 
was like, ‘ Do I really want 
valedictorian?  Do I really 
want to give the speech?  
Do I really want even salu-
tatorian to give a speech?  

“And then I weighed 
the pros and cons. Yeah, 
you have to give a speech, 
but you get that on your 
resume, you get that on 
your academic records. It’s 
an accomplishment, and I 
was like, I want to push 
for it. And my family real-
ly did help me with that, 
especially my mom.”

Her mom, April Johnson, 
pushed her to play sports 
and to do her best in school. 

“She ( kept)  me motivat-
ed to get everything done 
on time, as well, because 
I’m one to procrastinate 
until the very last minute,” 
MaryDouglas Johnson 
said, “and either not finish 
it or not doing it to the best 
of my ability.”

With all she’s accom-
plished, she said if she 
could do it over again, she 
would do more in her free 
time earlier in high school 

because you may not have 
that later on. 

Academically, Johnson 
took dual enrollment 
classes at Paul D. Camp 
Community College to 
help her get ahead when 
she goes to Virginia Tech 
to study engineering. 
While she will be thankful 
for some family help with 
financial aid, she is looking 
to work this summer and 
pair that with scholarships 
she has received. 

The SCA valedictorian 
also noted the help she 
received from her basket-
ball coach, Kristy Cornette. 

“She’s really helped me 
a lot athletically, because 
at one point, I was really 
on the fence about playing 
basketball,” Johnson said, 
“even before COVID. I 
was like, there’s school, 
…  it’s my junior year and 
there’s a lot going on. And 
she was like, ‘ If it’s too 

much, quit, but I’d like for 
you to try.’ And my mom 
said the same thing.”

She tried, loved it and 
kept with it. 

“It motivated me to have 
more time management,” 
Johnson said. 

And that came in handy 
when putting together col-
lege applications, securing 
financial aid, looking for a 
job and also balancing her 
faith and family, and find-
ing a little alone time on 
top of her academic load. 

As a result, it fills her 
with gratitude for the sup-
port she’s received, doing 
it all in the midst of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

And without that sup-
port?

“I don’t think I’d be 
sitting here, I don’t think 
I’d have been valedictori-
an,” Johnson said. “I don’t 
think I’d have been able to 
accomplish what I got.”

Valedictorian: Headed to Tech
Continued from page 1

Valedictorian: MaryDouglas 
Johnson
Age: 18
Family: April Johnson, mother; Scott Johnson, 
father; Victoria Johnson, 15, sister
College: Virginia Tech
Major: Engineering

 BY RACHEL AUSTIN
STAFF WRITER

This week, local offi-
cials are urging residents 
to be mosquito smart to 
enjoy the outdoors more 
this summer.

The American Mosquito 
Control Association 
has named the week of 
June 20-26, as National 
Mosquito Control 
Awareness Week. Even 
though many folks may 
feel that there is little they 
can do to reduce the num-
ber of mosquitoes in their 
yard, there actually is.

Suffolk Mosquito 
Control is encouraging the 
city to take measures to 
reduce the mosquito pop-

ulation. Mosquitoes love 
to lay eggs in standing 
water that can hatch in a 
week or sometimes less. 
Even though they are more 
vicious during the summer, 
mosquito prevention is a 
year-round task.

“It’s important to prep 
during the winter months 
too,” said Charles Abadam, 
Mosquito Control super-
intendent. “Many people 
forget about it since they’re 
not outside getting bit, but 
many species remain as 
eggs through the winter.”

The best way to prevent 
mosquitoes is to get rid of 
any standing water, where 
mosquitoes lay their eggs 
and larvae hatch and spend 
the first part of their lives. 
Folks are encouraged to 

dump any open containers 
of water at least once a 
week, including your pet’s 
water bowl, flowerpots, 
gutters, old tires, kiddie 
pools and anything else 
holding water. Businesses 
can do their part by con-
trolling litter and making 
sure lids are tight on trash 
cans and dumpsters.

“Dumping out the water 
once a week can really 
make a difference,” said 
Jay Kiser, a Mosquito 
Control biologist. “It can 
be added to the list as peo-
ple cut their lawn every 
week.”

For water contain-
ers that can’t be dumped 
regularly, free mosquito 
dunks are available at the 
library, recreation centers, 

fire stations, City Hall and 
the Visitor Center. These 
dunks contain biological 
pesticides to kill mosquito 
larvae in stagnant water. 
Folks can put these dunks 
in ditches, water ponds 
or other stagnant water. 
Suffolk residents need to 
show an ID and can get a 
new pack every month.

Unlike dogs, which is 
the same species with dif-
ferent breeds, mosquitoes 
have different species that 
react differently to vary-
ing types of treatment. So 
Suffolk Mosquito Control 
sets particular traps to 
catch the mosquitoes. 
Then, the biologists sort 
through the mosquitoes to 
find out what species is 
prevalent in that area and 

if any are disease-carrying 
ones.  

“I didn’t realiz e the mag-
nitude of what Mosquito 
Control does until I start-
ed here,” said Karen 

Akaratovic, a Mosquito 
Control biologist. “There 
are so many components, 
and it’s so interesting to see 
what’s going on.”

 BY RACHEL AUSTIN
STAFF WRITER

As Suffolk starts to come 
out of the pandemic to a 
bit of normalcy, there are 
still opportunities to make 
a difference and save lives. 

Bethlehem Christian 
Church is hosting a blood 
drive from 1 to 6 p.m. on 
June 30, at 1549 Holland 
Road. Now through June 
30, those who donate 
through American Red 
Cross will receive a $5 
Amaz on gift card through 
email.

According to the 
American Red Cross blood 
services website, there is 
a severe shortage, and all 
donors are desperately 
needed to help. There is 
no replacement for human 
blood. Anyone in need of 

blood must get it from a 
donor.

Maurice Copeland is a 
resident of Suffolk that has 
had his life saved by blood 
donations not once but 
twice. In 2018, he was in 
a tractor accident and due 
to being on blood thinning 
medication, he lost a lot of 
blood.

“I bled internally and 
had a broken pelvis, ribs 
and foot,” said Copeland. 
“The doctors told me I 
would never walk again, 
but the good Lord said I 
could.”

Copeland underwent 
a procedure to stop the 
internal bleeding. This 
procedure required blood 
donations from generous 
donors in order to work 
effectively.

“We were blessed that 

blood was provided,” said 
his wife, Faye. “If not, he 
wouldn’t have lived.”

Again, in March of 2020, 
Copeland was in another 
accident and received three 
pints of blood. As a reg-
ular blood donor himself, 
Copeland was saved by 
other’s donations.

“I would encourage 
anyone who can to give 
blood,” said Copeland. 
“It saves many lives, and 
I know it saved mine. In 
any way possible, give all 
you can so many lives are 
saved.”

According to the 
American Red Cross, a 
single donation of blood 
can help save three lives. 

All blood types are need-
ed, and those healthy and 
able are encouraged to help 
fight this blood shortage by 

rolling up their sleeves and 
donating. 

To register for this and 
other blood drives, visit 
redcrossblood.org or 
download the American 
Red Cross blood donor app 
for more information.

Help reduce the mosquito population in Suffolk 

Blood donations desperately needed




