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By JeFF Poole
Editor

Hubert Compton vividly 
remembers his first air-
plane ride. 

“It was January 1955. I took 
it right out at that airport,” 
he says nodding toward 
the Orange County Airport. 
Compton found out his shop 
teacher at Orange High School, 
had a plane at the airport. He 

lived in Alta Vista and would 
fly home on the weekends af-
ter teaching during the week. 
Eventually, Compton con-
vinced him to give him a ride. 
“I’d always been interested in 
airplanes,” he remembered. 
“There was just a Quonset hut 
and a little shed out there at the 
time.”

There’s quite a bit more at 
the Orange County Airport 
these days—particularly since 

Compton recently donated 
much of his collection of avia-
tion memorabilia and books to 
the facility. 

In recognition of his con-
tribution and his longstand-
ing support of the airport, the 
county held a reception in his 
honor at the terminal Aug. 5. 

Six months after that initial 
airplane trip, Compton—barely 
old enough to drive a car—pi-
loted a plane by himself for the 
first time. 

PhOtOs by jEff POOLE

Pictured at top, orange elementary School students disembark in the bus circle as 
the 2021-22 school year began last Wednesday. Bottom photo, school counselor Carly 
Blaine welcomes back Dorian Chub Chun on the first day of school. For more photos, 
see page A7 and www.orangenews.com. 

Back to school!

By JeFF Poole
Editor

The Orange County Board of 
Supervisors voted 4-1 to approve 
a small-scale solar project special 
use permit on Catharpin Road in 
District 2. 

The vote, taken following a 
public hearing last Tuesday, will 
allow Redfish Solar Partners to 
construct a 4.9 MW solar en-
ergy generation facility on 96.58 
acres of agriculturally zoned land 
owned by Mike and Cathy Mayo.

Solar generation facilities in 
Orange County are permitted 
only through special use permits. 
The Orange County Planning 
Commission voted 3-2 to recom-
mend approval of the project in 
May. 

The project, submitted last fall 
by EDF Renewables, is in partner-
ship with Rappahannock Electric 
Cooperative (REC) and Old 
Dominion Electric Cooperative 
(ODEC). The power created at the 
site will be purchased by ODEC to 
supply REC members in the com-
munity. 

The location of the site is critical 
to the project because of the near-

Small
solar
project
approved

PhOtO by sandy jamEs

Hubert Compton stands in front of the plaque honoring him 
at the orange County Airport.

County commends Compton for airport contributions
Orange aviator who helped construct first 
hangar has rented same space since 1969

 > see CoMPToN, page A8

Supervisors express 
concerns over road 
damage, screening

By JeFF Poole
Editor

The 2021-22 school year 
got off to a stunted start last 
week with schools closed 
Thursday and Friday following 
Wednesday’s opening. 

Approximately 5,000 masked 
students arrived at the county’s 
nine schools Wednesday morn-
ing as Orange County Schools 
returned to five-day-a-week, 
in-person instruction.

But extreme heat, coupled 
with federal masking require-
ments on school buses kept 
students home Thursday and 
Friday. 

“This year, we have the un-
precedented mandate for stu-
dents to wear masks on buses 
due to the delta variant of the 
COVID virus,” Orange County 
Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Cecil Snead said. “We have re-
ceived feedback in the past and 
currently about heat on the 
buses. Given the combination 
of the heat index projected on 
Thursday and Friday to be be-
tween 103 and 110 in the after-
noon hours and that students 
are federally mandated to wear 
masks on buses, we elected to 
close.”

He said in the meantime, 
school officials are investigating 

Schools close 
after opening
Wednesday

 > see SolAR, page A6
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retrofitting the school’s 
bus fleet with air con-
ditioning. The schools’ 
15 special needs buses 
are fitted with air condi-
tioning.

More than 2,730 chil-
dren travel to school by 
bus across all programs.

Dr. Snead said there 
were instances in the 
past when schools were 
closed early due to ex-
treme heat, but he could 
not recall closing for an 
entire day. 

“In the past, however, 
there were no mandates 
of wearing masks on 
buses, nor were people 
concerned about the 
combination of masks 
and heat in the past,” he 
said. 

Given that variable, 
and “due to the dynamic 
nature of circumstances 
that can impact trans-
portation and opera-
tion,” he said it’s diffi-
cult to set a threshold 
for what level of heat 
would prompt schools 
to close. 

According to weather 
data recorded at the 
Northern Piedmont 
Center on Route 15 in 
Orange, temperatures 
Thursday and Friday 
reached highs of 95 both 
days, though station 
manager Greg Lillard 
noted actual tempera-
tures are different than 
“feel like” temperatures, 
which include humidity 
and other factors. Heat 
advisories were in ef-
fect last Thursday and 
Friday.

Extreme heat and hu-
midity weren’t the only 
challenges for school 
transportation last week 
as buses were delayed 
and some students 
placed on the wrong 
buses, notably at Locust 
Grove Primary School. 
Dr. Snead refuted social 
media reports that sug-

gested students were 
“lost” but noted some 
were placed on the 
wrong bus by school 
staff. 

“Procedures have 
been thoroughly re-
viewed and revised and 
an emphasis has been 
placed on safeguarding 
students by multiple 
checks and balances 
throughout the school 
day in regard to bus 
transport and personal 
transport,” he said. “The 
other emphasis has 
been placed on com-
munication at several 
levels. Radio communi-
cations between buses, 
schools, and the trans-
portation office is diffi-
cult in some areas where 
there are dead zones. 
For example, if Child A 
was on a bus in a dead 
zone while Child A was 
trying to be located by 
radio, then the percep-
tion may become that 
the child was “lost” due 
to the inability for the 
bus driver to hear the 
communication and re-
spond.”

He said until the dead 
zones are corrected, 
school administrators 
have developed a pro-
cess for the school bus 
roster to be electroni-
cally scanned for the 
school office to have. 

“This means if a bus is 
in a dead zone, we can 
rely on the copy of the 
roster in the school of-
fice to provide assuranc-
es,” he said. “It’s also im-
portant to understand 
that the roster can only 
be developed if the child 
is physically placed on 
the bus. We are also pur-
chasing a transportation 
package that will inter-
face with our current 
bus routing software. 
This will allow a parent 
to track their student 
in real time through an 

app they download onto 
their personal device. 
We will start putting this 
in place this semester.”

Busing issues were 
further compounded by 
an extended delay load-
ing students onto buses 
at Locust Grove Primary. 

“In the beginning 
days of the school year, 
historical data suggests 
that it usually takes 25-
30 minutes to load our 
students onto the LGPS 
buses,” Dr. Snead said. 
“However, as habits de-
velop throughout the 
year we have loaded 
buses at LGPS in as little 
as 10-15 minutes. What 
is unfortunate is that a 
series of circumstances 
kept adding to the stu-
dents’ total experience 
on the bus that day was 
about two hours total 
including waiting in the 
lot to arriving at their 
home.”

He said in the mean-
time, if a school believes 
a busing delay will be 
20 minutes or more, it 
will place a notice on its 
Facebook page and is-
sue a School Messenger 
response. 

“We’re owning our 
mistakes,” Orange 
County School Board 
chair Sherrie Page said 
Friday. “Things weren’t 
as tight as they should 
have been but the ad-
ministration is working 
to fix that.”

She also acknowl-
edged a number of stu-
dents were placed on 
the wrong bus and other 
delays in loading cre-
ated a “snowball” effect. 

Aside from the trans-
portation challenges, 
Page said students re-
turning to school were 
“remarkable.”

“You could tell they 
wanted to be back at 
school,” she said of the 
first day last Wednesday. 

“They need to be in 
school and safe. They 
need to be there to 
learn, but for the social 
aspect of it as well.”

Dr. Snead described 
the energy in the 
schools last Wednesday 
as “fantastic.” 

“I visited all of the 
schools on the first day. 
I started at the high 
school and worked my 
way around the coun-
ty. The students were 
friendly and appeared 
ready for their day. I 
helped a few freshmen 
find their class. The 
teachers were ready and 
expressed appreciation 
to see their students. 
This sentiment was the 
norm at all the schools 
in Orange County,” he 
said. 

“We are blessed to 
be able to restart our 
in-person learning for 
our students to provide 
them some semblance 
of community and nor-
malcy this year. There 
are so many supportive 
families and commu-
nity members who con-
tribute to the greater 
good that enable us to 
move past the chal-
lenges we face. Our staff 
works hard with love 
in their heart for our 
children. I live it inti-
mately with them every 
single day. If something 
doesn’t go as planned, 
they and I hurt deeply 
but we all come back 
stronger for our chil-
dren. We have much for 
which to be thankful; 
and we will continue to 
give our best for our stu-
dents.”

eral agriculturally zoned 
land (A-1) and to the 
north, west and east. The 
county planning services 
office notes, “The prop-
erty and adjoining par-
cels include rolling hills, 
a creek, and substantial 
tree cover. The immedi-
ate vicinity is character-
ized by rural residential 
uses.” 

Additionally, the plan-
ning report notes, the 
subject property is locat-
ed within the agricultural 
(A-2) future land use cat-
egory as shown on the 
Comprehensive Plan rec-
ommended future land 
use map. 

“All properties in the 
immediate vicinity are 
also within the A-2 cat-
egory. The A2 future 
land use category is de-
scribed as allowing for 
a mix of land uses pro-
vided they do not im-
pact adjacent properties. 
The proposed keeping 
of horses is allowed on 
neighboring proper-
ties in the Agricultural 
(A) zoning district. The 
concept plan provided 
with the application pro-
vides for compatibility 
with neighboring prop-
erties; impacts are lim-
ited. Accordingly, in this 
regard it can be consid-
ered consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan,” 
the planning staff report 
reads. 

Planning staff recom-
mends no more than 
three horses be kept on 
the property. 

The special use per-
mit application is 
available for review at 
www.orangecountyva.
g ov / A g e n d a Ce n t e r /
P l a n n i n g -

Commission-2. The 
planning commission 
will meet Thursday, Aug. 
19, at 6 p.m. in the meet-
ing room of the Gordon 
Building at 112 West Main 
Street, Orange. The meet-
ing will be livestreamed 
on the county’s YouTube 
channel. 

> Hearing continued from page A3

> Schools continued from page A1

PhOtOs by jEff POOLE

Pictured, top to bottom: Danielle Tinder gives daughter 
Mackenzie a hug before she enters orange elementary 
for her first day of Kindergarten. older brother, Silas, 
is a fourth-grader. Audrey (first grade) and Roman 
Shepherd (fifth grade) pose as their mother, Dorothy, 
takes a photo.  orange elementary School Principal 
Sherri McGhee greets Tyeshia Shelton and new kinder-
garten student Jayven Nibblins last Wednesday morning. 
For more photos from the first day of school at oeS, see 
www.orangenews.com.
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A tax on 
packs?

By Jeff Poole
Editor

The Orange County Board of 
Supervisors will hold a public hear-
ing Sept. 14 to consider a county-
wide cigarette tax. 

Prior to a new law which took ef-
fect July 1, only towns and cities were 
permitted to levy cigarette taxes. 

The Virginia Association of 
Counties long has lobbied the 
General Assembly to grant counties 
the same revenue generating author-
ity that cities and towns enjoy. 

Now, counties are able to collect 
up to 40 cents per pack on cigarettes. 
The state collects $0.60 per pack al-
ready. 

But for counties to tax cigarettes, 
they must do so as part of a regional 
board comprised of at least six locali-
ties. 

Orange, Madison, Greene, 
Albemarle, Fluvanna, Nelson, and 
Augusta counties are working with 
the Thomas Jefferson Planning 
District Commission (TJPDC) to 
form the Blue Ridge Cigarette Tax 
Board, which would allow for uni-
form administration of local ciga-
rette taxes throughout the region. 

David Blount, the TJPDC’s deputy 
director and legislative director, has 
been working with the localities on 
the formation of the regional board. 
He said they’re looking at a model 
based on the Northern Virginia 
Cigarette Tax Board, which includes 

Schools 
clarify
contact
tracing 
procedure
By Jeff Poole 
Editor

Of the more than 460 new 
COVID-19 cases in Orange 
County in the last four weeks, 
approximately 75 of those 
were reported in Orange 
County Public Schools. 

School officials confirmed 
that individuals (students 
or staff) had tested positive 
in each of the county’s nine 
schools.

Meanwhile, the  inability 
to identify specifically who 
has tested positive, who 
hasn’t, and therefore who is 
considered a close contact 
and must quarantine and 
who doesn’t seems to have  
caused confusion and frus-
tration among parents.

While superintendent Dr. 
Cecil Snead and school ad-
ministrators updated the 
Orange County School Board 
last week on COVID-19 miti-
gation and protocols, they 
continued to get a steady 
stream of questions from 
parents and families seeking 
transparency and clarity. 

In an interview shortly 
before the state-mandated 
four-day holiday weekend, 
Dr. Snead, school human 
resources director Yvonne 
Dawson and special edu-

A Norfolk-Southern freight train approaches the Jacksontown 
Road bridge on its way to Orange on a summer afternoon. This 
weekend, the nearby Somerset Steam & Gas Engine Association 

will highlight a variety of agricultural and industrial engines and imple-
ments at its annual pasture party at Fairfield View Dairy Farm on Route 
231. For more weekend activities, including the Orange Street Festival 
and Sounds on Short, see page A3. 

PhOtO by JEff POOlE

Great freight

County holds cigarette 
tax public hearing 

Sept. 14

By Doug Ponton
Correspondent

More than 16 months ago, long-
time Orange County High School 
Athletic Director Marc Cole was 

scheduled to be inducted into the Virginia 
Chapter of the National Wrestling Hall of 
Fame. As with most events and celebra-
tions, the COVID-19 public health crisis 
delayed that induction ceremony until 
this weekend. 

The mission of the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame is, in part, “…to honor the 
sport of wrestling by preserving its his-
tory, recognizing extraordinary individual 
achievements, and inspiring future gen-

erations.”  
Cole did all that and more during a 

40-year career in Orange County Public 
Schools. 

“So, the award isn’t really about me, 
I think it’s about the community,” he 
said in an interview prior to last spring’s 
scheduled induction. “The people here 
in Orange are special and it’s not just 
wrestling, it’s everything.  It’s not just the 
high school and it’s not just sports, it’s the 
whole thing.”

He said his nomination—from wres-
tling officials in Northern Virginia—is “a 
lifetime service award, citing the count-

former orange 
County High 

School athletic 
director Marc 
Cole, pictured 

here at a 
Hornet football 

game, was 
inducted into 

the Virginia 
Chapter of 

the national 
Wrestling Hall 

of fame.

REviEw filE PhOtO
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Longtime OCHS AD Cole inducted into National Wrestling Hall of Fame 
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cation director Susan Aylor explained 
school policies and attempted to amelio-
rate the frustration. 

“It’s not black and white,” Dr. Snead 
began. “We’re just trying to manage in-
formation as we become aware and keep 
our operations moving forward.”

“No two cases are the same,” Aylor 
added. “People look and assume certain 
situations go together and you can’t make 
that assumption.” 

Among the 17 bullet points in the 2021-
22 return to school safety protocol is one 
of the sticking points for many parents: 
“OCPS will continue to work with the 
Virginia Department of Health to contact 
trace when cases of COVID-19 are identi-
fied.”

What that looks like, in reality, varies on 
a case-by-case basis, Dawson said.

Most of the schools’ positive virus 
cases have been self-reported, she said. 
In some circumstances, a staff member 
may see symptoms in a student and send 
them to the school nurse to be evaluated. 

“If the child is sent home, the nurse rec-
ommends the family seek guidance from 
their health care provider,” Dawson said. 

“We don’t mandate anyone get a 
COVID test,” Aylor added. 

Nor do the schools administer COVID 
tests. 

“We don’t give medical advice,” 
Dawson continued. “We’re giving guid-
ance based on the information we have 
and directing them back to their health 
care provider.”

Once a parent or staff members reports 
a positive COVID-19 test result, school 
officials begin the contact tracing pro-
cess—which can be complex and confus-
ing based on a myriad of factors. 

“I think the public may be getting con-
fused about when contact tracing be-
gins,” Dr. Snead said. 

Additionally, Dawson said when the 
pandemic began, contact tracing largely 
was handled by health department staff. 
As it’s expanded, the health department 
doesn’t have the personnel to keep up, 
and rely heavily on the school divisions 
for help. 

According to the Virginia Department 
of Health, a person with COVID-19 is 

considered to be contagious starting 
from two days before they became sick 
(or two days before test specimen collec-
tion if they never had symptoms) until 
they meet the criteria to discontinue iso-
lation.

Dawson said that 48-hour window is 
critical contact tracing—a process that, 
at the school level, involves the principal, 
assistant principal and school nurse, who 
alert Dawson and Aylor at the central of-
fice. 

“When did the symptoms start? That 
drives the quarantine period,” Dawson 
said. “If they don’t have symptoms, we 
use their [positive] test date.”

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention note an infected person can 
spread COVID-19 starting 48 hours be-
fore the person has any symptoms or 
tests positive. 

“We want to make sure we’re providing 
the safest environment for our students 
and staff,” Dawson said. “We go through 
contact tracing and pull out those who 
were closest to the individual and send 
them home.

“In getting people out, we want to err 
on the side of caution,” she added.

During the contact tracing investiga-
tion, school staff looks at when the indi-
vidual was last in the building and who 
they would have contact with. 

“We look at their class schedules and 
ask for seating charts,” Dawson said. 
“What is the distance between desks and 
learning spaces? Were they masked? We 
even go out and measure the space be-
tween desks. Is the student a bus rider? 
Are they an athlete?” 

Any student deemed a close contact to 
someone who tested positive is notified 
individually by school administrators. 

Once that happens, a notification goes 
out to all parents and the information is 
posted on the school’s website or posted 
to the school’s social media feed. 

Dawson acknowledged school admin-
istrators were trying to get better about 
each school being more consistent in how 
and where that information is posted. 

As the contact tracing investigation 
continues, some of those individuals ini-
tially sent home may be able to return to 

school if the evidence determines they 
were not a close contact or adversely ex-
posed.

According to the Virginia Department 
of Health, in K-12 education settings, a 
student who is within three to six feet of 
an infected student is not considered a 
close contact as long as both the infected 
student and the exposed student cor-
rectly and consistently wore well-fitting 
masks the entire time. 

“If we can get a student back in the 
building, that’s where we want them,” 
Dawson said. 

“It’s not a subjective decision, it’s an ob-
jective one,” Dr. Snead added. “If the facts 
of contact tracing support quarantine, 
the student has to quarantine.” 

For close contacts in a K-12 setting, 
VDH suggests no quarantine is necessary 
if both children are masked and greater 
than three feet apart. Additionally, fully 
vaccinated close contacts do not need to 
quarantine following an exposure as long 
as they have no symptoms, though they 
should continue to wear masks in indoor 
settings. 

Students should quarantine if they 
were within three feet of an infected 
person for more than 15 minutes—re-
gardless of masks; within six feet of one 
another for more than 15 minutes if one 
child is masked and the other is not; or if 
both children are unmasked and within 
six feet of one another for more than 15 
minutes.

Snead, Aylor and Dawson agreed that 
the situation becomes more challenging 
and complex because privacy laws pro-
tect the identity of those who test positive, 
leading to speculation and assumptions. 

“We can’t compromise one person’s 
rights for another’s,” Dr. Snead said. 

Dawson encouraged parents who had 
questions or concerns to contact school 
administrators for more information. 

“It’s better to have that conversation,” 
she said. “We may not agree, but they’ll 
be getting that information from us and 
not social media.” 

For more information on COVID-19, 
vaccinations, guidelines and mitigation 
procedures, visit https://www.vdh.vir-
ginia.gov/coronavirus/. 

total of 68.5%. Nearly 400 Orange 
County citizens have been fully vac-
cinated in the past two weeks, ac-
cording to health department data. 

“Getting a flu vaccine is the single 
best way to protect against the flu, 
and is especially important dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
RRHD Acting Health Director Colin 
Green. M.D., MPH. “Additional ways 
to prevent the flu are washing your 
hands frequently, covering your 
mouth and nose with a tissue when 
coughing or sneezing, and staying 
home if you do get sick, so you don’t 
spread the illness to others.”

In an effort to encourage lo-
cal vaccination efforts, the health 
district announced a vaccination 
clinic Sept. 16 at Rappahannock 
Elementary School (4 to 7 p.m.) 
and hosted a virtual town hall with 
Warrenton pediatrician Dr. Joshua 
Jakum  to answer questions about 
the vaccine. 

The virtual event (held Sept. 8, af-
ter presstime) was scheduled to pro-
vide information about the spread of 
COVID-19, discuss how COVID-19 
is affecting children, debunk myths 
about the COVID-19 vaccine and an-
swer audience questions.  

“There is wide availability to re-
ceive the vaccine,” said Dr. Jakum in 
a press release promoting the event. 
“For those who are hesitant, I hope 
we can answer those questions that 
you have so you can have peace of 
mind in your decision. Vaccination 
will be the ticket to getting us back to 
normalcy in our lives.” 

Vaccinations continue to be avail-
able for free at the Orange Health 
Department every Wednesday, from 
8 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m., as well 
as at most area health care providers 
and pharmacies.

For more information about 
COVID-19 and vaccines, visit  www.
rrhd.org or go to vaccines.gov or text 
your zip code to 438829 to find a 
nearby COVID vaccination site.

 

> Schools continued from page A1 > CoVID 
continued from page A3
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PhOtO by JEff POOlE

Confetti floats among Orange County High School graduates following the second of two ceremo-
nies Saturday morning at Porterfield Park in Orange. For more photos, see this week’s B-section and  
www.orangenews.com.

OCHS Class of 2021

By JeFF POOle
Editor

It was only fitting that a hy-
brid school year concluded 
with a hybrid graduation. 

Orange County High School 
conferred more than 300 de-
grees Saturday during a com-
mencement ceremony that 
was split alphabetically and 

streamed online. 
Even with the lifting of a 

number of COVID-19 pub-
lic health restrictions in re-
cent weeks, OCHS held dual 
graduation ceremonies at 
Porterfield Park Saturday 
morning—with graduates 
divided based on the letters 
of their last names. Students 
A-La enjoyed the better draw, 

beginning at 8 a.m. under 
overcast skies and cooler 
temperatures. Students Le-Z 
sweated as the sun and tem-
peratures rose during the 11 
a.m. service. 

Still, absent the fervor of 
thousands of supportive fam-
ily and friends, the day’s split 
events melded excitement, 
relief, celebration and wonder 
after a most unusual senior 

By JeFF POOle
Editor

The Redfish Solar special use permit ap-
plication has been on seven of the last eight 
meeting agendas for the Orange County 
Planning Commission.

After four months of meetings and hours 
of deliberation and discussion, the plan-
ning commission voted 3-2 to recommend 
approval of the proposed small-scale solar 
project on Catharpin Road to the board of 
supervisors. 

In addition to recommending approval 
of the project, commission members also 
expressed an interest in establishing more 
formal guidelines for future solar project 
applications.

Redfish Solar Partners, a Charlottesville-
based company, has applied for a special 
use permit to construct a renewable energy 
facility on 96.6 acres of agriculturally zoned 
land in Locust Grove. 

The land is owned by Catherine and 
Michael Mayo Jr. and is less than three 
miles from the Paytes community just over 
the Orange-Spotsylvania County lines. 

The project, submitted last fall, is 
being pursued in partnership with 
Rappahannock Electric Cooperative (REC) 
and Old Dominion Electric Cooperative 
(ODEC). 

The SUP application has been a part of 
the commission’s agenda since the first 
public hearing opened in February, and 
the commission had a 100-day window to 
make a recommendation to the board. 

By MOrgAn edwArdS
Reporter

Dogwood Village is emerging 
from the worst of the pandemic 
with a badge of honor: not a 
single resident of the facility has 
contracted COVID-19. While a 
few staff members tested positive 
throughout the last 14 months, 
all of them have recovered and 
managed to limit any significant 
spread of the virus. Dogwood 
is among the 7% of Virginia 
long-term care and assisted liv-
ing facilities that has remained 
COVID-free.

Additionally, Dogwood was 
recognized as a 2020 Health 
Quality Innovator of the Year for 
its use of specially built plas-
tic barriers to protect residents 
with dementia or who otherwise 
couldn’t wear a mask. The trans-
parent bubbles gave residents 
the ability to see and interact 
with other residents or visitors, 
while still socially-distancing and 
protecting them from inhaling 
virus particles.

Patricia Talley, Dogwood’s di-
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year. 
With that in mind, the day’s speak-

ers capitalized on shared themes of 
resilience, drive, perseverance and 
achieving the unthinkable. 

Senior Andrea Payette, who will at-
tend the University of Virginia next 
year, served as the master of ceremo-
nies for Saturday’s commencement 
exercises for the 307-student class of 
2021. 

In her remarks to both groups, she 
told her classmates that the shared 
experience of attending OCHS gave 
each of them a level of understanding 
of one another. 

“Our differences make us stron-
ger—as individuals and as a group,” 
she said. “As we enter this new chap-
ter, I hope we all can remember that 
what we’re doing right now can affect 
us the rest of our lives.

Inefficient habits can be replaced 
by new and better ones. We are each 
responsible for our growth as human 
beings and each called to be leaders 
in a group effort to make the world a 
better place.

Improvement in the world begins 
with making improvements to our-
selves.”

She said the beauty of life is it is 
never too late to improve.

“Motivation is a fleeting phenome-
non, but discipline can be controlled 
and will always move mountains,” 
Payette said. “In difficult moments, 
I like to return to the law of attrac-
tion. Thoughts are powerful and what 
we focus on expands. What will you 
choose to focus on and what will you 
expand in our world?

“Will you choose to focus on kind-
ness, compassion, opportunity, com-
munity service, dedication to family 
or contributing to a company—may-
be even starting your own?” she asked 
her classmates. “No matter what path 
you choose, it is important to make a 
conscious effort dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of others as well as your 
own. 

Your mind is your greatest tool and 
strongest asset. Make it a lovely magi-
cal oasis of blossoming ideas, engag-
ing thoughts and the rest will come.”

Salutatorian Kylie Trask, who will 
study abroad as part of Duke Kunshan 
University, built her remarks off of the 
oft-repeated pandemic phrases of “in 
these unprecedented times…” and 
“in these times of uncertainty…” 

Yet amid that uncertainty, she de-
clared the Class of 2021 had found its 
“why.”

“We have dug deep within our-
selves to find more than just fleeting 
motivation, but drive—the drive to 
wake up early each morning and at-
tend Zoom classes. The drive to pass 
classes to graduate and the drive to 
live our lives through a pandemic,” 
she said. “Why you have that drive is 
different, but it was enough force to 
get you through the last year.

Quoting the philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzsche, she said, “‘He who has 
a ‘why’ to live can bear almost any 
‘how.’ Go on with the same persever-

ance as you did this year.”
Valedictorian Katelyn Woolfrey’s 

speech was succinct and direct. 
“According to all known laws of avi-

ation, there’s no way a bee should be 
able to fly,” she told her classmates. 
“Its wings are too small to get its fat 
little body off the ground. The bee, 
of course, flies anyway, because bees 
don’t care what humans think is im-
possible.”

Like the bee, she said, the class of 
2021 did something unthinkable. 
It navigated a senior year during a 
global pandemic, culminating in 
Saturday’s graduation. 

“Congratulations everyone. We’re 
done. And if we all get vaccinated, the 
pandemic will be over too. So please, 
if you are able, get vaccinated, so 
thank you and good luck with every-
thing you do,” she concluded. 

School officials and administrators 
spoke of the graduates’ purpose and 
resilience. 

School board chair Sherrie Page 
said she saw before her young adults 
who developed character and learned 
to work hard in challenging times. She 
said the graduates had also learned to 
be kinder, more patient, more grateful 
and more gracious. She encouraged 
them to “meet people where they are, 
because you never know what people 
are going through or what their strug-
gle is or what they’ve overcome.”

School superintendent Dr. Cecil 
Snead said each graduating class has 
a unique set of talents based on the 
culmination of its experiences. 

“Each gives us a gift of promise and 
hope,” he said citing the students’ re-
siliency as COVID wreaked havoc on 
their junior and senior years. 

“You have demonstrated a com-
modity so uneasily attained—resil-
iency,” he said, citing author Elena 
Aguilar, who defined resilience as “a 
way of being that allows us to bounce 
back quickly from adversity—bounce 
back stronger and better than before 
so we can fulfill our purpose in life.”

Continuing Aguilar’s definition, 
Dr. Snead said, “Resilience cannot be 
obtained without courage. You must 
also possess perseverance, empa-
thy, optimism, acceptance, positive 
self-perception, knowing yourself. 
Because you are here, you have de-
faulted to some inner courage you 
may not realize you possessed until 
this senior year. 

Your resilience and the qualities 
you possess to achieve that resilience 
gives me reason to accept your gift of 
promise to us. We accept your gift of 
hope to us. Thank you for what you 
have accomplished and thank you for 
that promise and hope.”

OCHS Principal Wendell Green was 
the final speaker and his message was 
one of gratitude and achievement 
with advice for the future. 

Amid those “unprecedented times,” 
he acknowledged the “love and sup-
port of family, encouragement of your 
friends, dedication, commitment 
flexibility of your teachers, school 
counselors, administrators, and sup-

port staff and the extra push needed 
from mentors, coaches and other 
special people in your lives,” that 
helped the graduates reach this point 
in their lives. 

He said the actor Christopher Reeve 
once said a hero is “an ordinary indi-
vidual who finds the strength to per-
severe and endure in spite of over-
whelming obstacles.

“Class of 2021, you are our heroes. 
Your resilience, compassion and car-
ing spirit toward one another has 
been remarkable. We are thankful for 
each and every one of you,” the prin-
cipal said, before highlighting a range 
of achievements and accomplish-
ments OCHS students had made de-
spite the challenging circumstances 
of the past year. 

“Whether you are going to col-
lege, the armed forces, trade school 
or work force, here is some advice I’d 
like to share,” he offered the gradu-
ates. “Always be yourself. Treat oth-
ers like you’d want to be treated. Give 
100%. Write down your goals and be 
willing to work hard to achieve them. 
Surround yourself with people who 
are a positive influence. Understand 
there may be setbacks. Always main-
tain a positive attitude and never give 
up.”

With their diplomas in hand and 
their classes concluded, Principal 
Green still had one question left for 
the graduates to answer and it was a 
pretty easy one.

“We are?”
“OC!”

that construction would be 
completed by the end of the 
2022, when it needs to be 
certified and operational. 

Four bids were submitted 
for the project, ranging from 
Sargent Corporation’s $1.972 
million budget to $2.884 mil-
lion from T & K Construction. 

The board of supervisors 
unanimously voted to award 
the bid to Sargent, an em-
ployee-owned company that 
originally began in Maine in 
1937, before growing and ex-
panding to the mid-Atlantic 
in the mid-1990s. The com-
pany builds airports, high-
ways, landfills, renewable 
energy facilities and various 
other types of municipal in-
frastructure. 

The cell to be constructed 
comprises 9.64 acres and is 
situated between the cur-
rently active cell 1 and the 
landfill scale, building and 
recycling center near Porter 

Road. Collectively, there are 
more than 150 acres at the 
landfill, which has been op-
erating since 2013. The pre-
vious landfill—on adjacent 
property—closed in 2012. 

Assistant Orange 
County Administrator for 
Operations, Kurt Hildebrand, 
said the current landfill ini-
tially was expected to serve 
the county for 38 years, but 
may end up lasting longer, 
based on the volume of solid 
waste deposited.

Approximately 85 tons of 
trash are deposited daily in 
the landfill, including refuse 
from the towns of Orange 
and Gordonsville. It costs 
approximately $2.5 million 
to operate.

Hildebrand said the cur-
rent cell is filling up but it 
cannot be filled to capacity 
because the landfill is con-
structed as a pyramid. Cell 
2 will be an adjacent base 

block to the pyramid and fu-
ture cells will complete that 
base before building verti-
cally. He said cell 1 has ex-
ceeded its life expectancy by 
more than one-and-a-half 
times because of an unex-
pectedly good “compaction 
rate.” 

“If it doesn’t compact well, 
you’ll have a big hill in a short 
time,” Hildebrand explained. 

Each day, landfill con-
tractors stabilize the work-
ing face of the landfill and 
cover it once a week with 
dirt. During the week, it’s 
covered with a 60’ x 30’ tarp 
that is rolled out over the 
open face to keep trash from 
blowing around and limit 
birds and insects from ac-
cessing the garbage and po-
tentially spreading disease. 
Additionally, the tarp keeps 
out rainwater, which, once it 
enters the landfill ultimate-
ly is pumped to a leachate 

containment pond and later 
transported to the Town of 
Orange wastewater treat-
ment plant, Orange County 
Public Works Director Aaron 
Caine explained. 

Like the existing active 
cell, the new cell will include 
a liner that Hildebrand and 
Caine likened to a bedliner 
in a truck. The first layer in 
the new cell should be “fluff,” 
Hildebrand said, to prevent 
anything from puncturing 
the liner. 

“We’ll keep selected waste 
out of cell 2 until we’ve got a 
good layer—a good four or 
five feet over the footprint,” 
he said. 

Few Virginia counties are 
constructing or expanding 
landfills. Instead, many op-
erate transfer stations where 
solid waste is trucked to off-
site landfills. 

“I don’t know that we 
would have stayed in the 

landfill business, but we had 
an existing permit and were 
able to negotiate with DEQ 
and modify it into something 
worthwhile,” Hildebrand 
said. “If that wasn’t already 
there, we probably wouldn’t 
have done it.” 

Work on the new cell will 
include construction of a 
landfill site including earth-
work and site work associ-
ated with placement of soil 
fill and leachate piping, 
installation of liners and 
drainage material, construc-
tion of a tire trailer area, and 
improvements to existing 
roads, according to the bid 
documents. 

Hildebrand and Caine said 
most of the $1.972 million 
cost is in materials and con-
struction, though the con-
tract requires a consultant 
be on-site during construc-
tion to verify the project con-
forms to DEQ specifications.  
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