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INSIDE TODAY

Get all the information about 
Isle of Wight County in our an-
nual Isle of Wight Living Guide.

— Inside today

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“School buildings are so cold and sterile without the joy 
of students in the rooms and hallways. I hope that we 
never have to experience a situation like COVID-19 
that requires us to shut our doors again.”
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— Surry County Public Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Serbrenia Sims

about the return to school
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INSIDE THIS WEEK SMALL SCREEN
Smithfield High School launch-
es its first eSports team, to 
compete state-wide

— See page 9

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.

— See page 11
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— Carrollton resident Judy Morin
about the lack of high speed internet

See story page 1

• See WIRED, p. 5
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 

• See TARIFFS, p. 7

• See ACCESS, p. 5

• See PRESCHOOL, p. 7

Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Chefs at Turner & 10 recently 
put their skills to the test in creat-
ing fresh, tasty meals while trying 
to beat the clock.

A recent menu included spring 
rolls with orange zest dipping 
sauce, a classic bruschetta with 

balsamic vinaigrette, fried pick-
les with remoulade, made-from-
scratch tomato soup, smoked Gou-
da grilled cheese and crab fritters. 
And those were just the appetizers. 
Entress included beef and lamb 
burgers and cheeseburgers dressed 
with fresh fried eggs, that include 
fresh basil, roasted red pepper, sun-
dried tomatoes and cheese fries.

All of the food was prepared by 
students in the Isle of Wight Coun-
ty school division’s culinary arts 
program. The students recently 
participated in a friendly contest 
that channeled the popular Food 
Network TV series “Chopped,” 
where contestants have to beat 
the clock and create a meal using 
surprise ingredients.

The coronavirus pandemic 
has forced Turner & 10, the school 
division’s restaurant-classroom, to 
remain closed to teachers and the 
public. The contest, which played 
out in early March, was an oppor-
tunity to allow students to put their 
skills to the test for three judges 

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Data from Isle of Wight’s Pub-
lic Works Department suggests 
an uptick in use of the county’s 
refuse and recycling centers.

According to Michael Ether-
idge, the county’s solid waste 
manager, Isle of Wight’s refuse 
and recycling centers collected 
76 tons of recyclables last month. 
That’s a roughly 41% increase 
over the 53.6 tons the county has 

averaged for February over the 
previous three years.

But county officials can’t say 
for certain whether the town of 
Smithfield’s decision to end curb-
side recycling in mid-January is 
responsible.

“Waste is so unpredictable,” 
Etheridge said. “You never know 
what’s going to happen day to day, 
year to year, month to month … 
It could be weather, it could be 

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County schools 
paid $20,000 in attorney’s fees to 
settle two Freedom of Information 
Act lawsuits.

Two civil lawsuits filed in late 
2020 by Virginia Beach-based 
attorney Kevin Martingayle with 
the firm Bischoff Martingayle 
on behalf of county resident 
Katheryn Carter Lemon accused 
the board of providing vague or 

insufficient details regarding 
decisions made in closed session 
and communicating the incorrect 
start time for board meetings. 
The board agreed to a legal con-
sent order in January to end the 
lawsuits. 

In a statement at a Jan. 14 
meeting, board chairwoman Jack-
ie Carr, on behalf of the board 
members, denied school officials 
knowingly or willfully violated 
the law. The purpose of FOIA laws 
and policies is to ensure everyone 

has free access to public meetings 
and records.

The first lawsuit was filed in 
late September and centered on 
a now-corrected mistake in com-

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

The process of building a new 
Hardy Elementary School re-
cently moved one step closer to 
completion.

Isle of Wight’s School Board 
voted Feb. 24 to select a proposal 
from M.B. Kahn Construction and 
Heartland Construction for the 
new school facility project, which 
currently has an estimated cost of 
$27 million.

No groundbreaking ceremony 
is planned at this time, according 
to division spokeswoman Lynn 
Briggs. She said the intent is to 

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Surry County students began 
returning to classrooms in recent 
weeks after months of virtual-only 
learning.

Pre-K through first-grade stu-
dents, English language learn-
ers and select special education 
students returned to classrooms 
on Feb. 22. The next group, up 
to fourth-graders, returned to 
classrooms March 1. Fifth- and 
sixth-graders returned on March 

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Discussions are continuing 
to finalize a proposed agreement 
in which the Town of Smithfield 
would lease the antebellum-era 
Wombwell House to the Isle of 
Wight County Historical Society 
for $1 a year for 20 years.

Town Council met in closed ses-
sion during a March 4 meeting to 
discuss the issue, but no decision 
was made, according to town man-
ager Michael Stallings. He said 
the Public Buildings and Welfare 
Committee will meet to continue 
work on the lease in collaboration 

IWCS confirms FOIA settlement

Surry 
students 

returning to 
classrooms

New Hardy 
project 

advances

From classroom to grill

Wombwell House decision delayedIW recycling centers 
seeing more use

Is Smithfield the cause?

• See FOIA, p. 3

• See STUDENTS, p. 4

• See HARDY, p. 6• See GRILL, p. 5

• See WOMBWELL, p. 6• See RECYCLING, p. 6

Devin Avery, left, and Donnisha Jones, students in the culinary arts program in Isle of Wight County Schools, listen to feedback from 
Smithfield High Principal Bryan Thrift about a meal they made as part of a friendly competition that asked students to make entrees and 
appetizers using surprise ingredients in less than a hour. (Nate Delesline III/The Smithfield Times)
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Obituaries
Obituaries are posted, with visitation and funeral 

dates/times at: www.smith� eldtimes.com

Gwaltney Lee 
Edwards Jr. 

Gwaltney Lee Edwards 
Jr. passed Tuesday, Feb. 16, 
2021. He was the son of the 
late Gwaltney L. Edwards 
Sr. and Mary T. Edwards.

A graveside service 
with military honors will 
be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
March 6, 2021, at Bethany 
Cemetery, 13717 Bethany 
Church Road, Smithfield, 
with the Rev. Chris An-

dress officiating. R.W Bak-
er & Co. Funeral Home 
and Crematory in Suffolk 
is serving the family. In 
lieu of flowers, the family 
request donations to be 
made to Bethany UMC, 
c/o Raymond Edwards, 
13088 Mill Swamp Road, 
Smithfield, VA 23430.Con-
dolences may be registered 
online at rwbakerfh.com.

Healing Waters Worship Center
12172 Smith’s Neck Road, Carrollton
356-1515; www.hwwcnow.org
Pastor William McCarty, Senior 
Pastor
S a t u r d a y  S e r v i c e s :  6 : 3 0  p . m . 
Discipleship: 9:15 a.m.; Worship 
Service: 11 a.m.
Wed. worship 6:45 p.m. & Bible study
With Girls Club & Royal Rangers
Nursery available during the 11:00 am 
Sunday service

Good Shepherd Catholic Church
300 Smithfield Blvd., Smithfield
Phone: 365-0579
Pastor: Fr. Tony Yllana 
Sat. Vigil Mass 5 p.m., Sun. Mass 9 a.m.
Weekday Mass: Tues.-Friday at noon
Email: admin@cgsparish.org
www.cgsparish.org

Smithfield Baptist Church
100 Wainwright Drive, Smithfield
www.smithfieldbaptist.org
Phone: 357-2536
Sun. Breakfast 8 a.m.
Sun. Worship 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sun. School 9:40 a.m.
Wed. Dinner 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 
6:30 p.m.

Hope Presbyterian Church
A Reformed PCA Church
13490 Benns Church Blvd., Smithfield
www.hopepca.com
Pastor George Boomer, 542-3733
Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Carrollton Holiness Church
16144 Carrollton Blvd. Carrollton
Phone: 238-8866
Sun. School 10:10 a.m.
Worship Service/Children’s Church 
11 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Thursday Worship Service 6:30 p.m.

Mill Swamp Baptist Church
6329 Mill Swamp Road, Ivor
Phone: 357-2575
Pastor Billy Gardner
Covid-19 Worship Program at 11:00 
am Sundays
In your car in our parking lot on the 
FM radio

Central Hill Baptist Church
10270 Central Hill Road, Windsor
357-2225
Rev. David Patton, Interim Pastor
Sun. School 10 a.m.; Sun. Worship 
11 a.m.
Wed. Adult Bible Study, 7 p.m.

Trinity United Methodist Church
201 Cedar St., Smithfield
357-3659
Pastor Dan Elmore
Sun.: 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study
Wed. night Children’s Programs

Central Church of Christ
204 S. Church St., Smithfield
357-6182
Sun. Bible Study 10 a.m.
Sun. Worship 11 a.m., 6 p.m.
Wed., Bible Study 7 p.m.
www.churchofchristatsmithfield.org
Goodnews Radio AM 790, 9-9:30 a.m.

Christ Episcopal Church
111. S. Church Street
Corner of Church and Main, 
Smithfield
The Rev. Kathie Price, Rector
Sunday Service:  10:30 Rite II
No nursery currently available
www.christchurchsmithfield.org

Woodland United Methodist 
Church
20051 Orbit Road, Windsor
Rev. Daniel Na
woodlandumc@gmail.com
www.woodlandumcwindsor.org
FB: Woodland United Methodist 
Church
Traditional Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Sun. School 10:45 a.m.

Benn’s United Methodist Church
14571 Benns Church Blvd., Smithfield
Contemporary Service 9 a.m.
Sun. School 10 a.m.
Traditional Service 11 a.m.
Bennsumc.org and Facebook
In person and Online service 10:00 am.
View on our Facebook page or webpage
bennsumc@yahoo.com 357-3373

Whitehead’s Grove Baptist Church
18366 Benns Church Blvd. 
255-4227
Pastor: Larry Soblotne
Sun. School 10 a.m.
Worship Service 11 a.m.
www.whiteheadsgrove.org

Calvary Baptist Church
15155 Turner Drive, Smithfield
Pastor Greg Gray
Phone: 357-5718
“A Church Home for Your Family”
Sun.: 9 a.m., 11 a.m., 6:30 p.m.
Virtual Sun. School 9:45 a.m.
Wed. Bible Study, Prayer Mtg. & 
Children’s Ministry 7 p.m.

Oakland Christian United Church 
of Christ
5641 Godwin Blvd., Smithfield
255-4353
www.oaklanducc.org
Pastor: Mary Ann Biggs
Adult & Teen Sun. School 9 a.m.
Sun. Worship 10 a.m.
Sun. Children’s church 10 a.m.

Riverview United Methodist
10696 Smith’s Neck Road
P.O. Box 288, Rescue, VA 23424-0288
639-0985
Email: falconflyer1@msn.com
Sun. Worship 11 a.m.
Pastor Roderick L. Clayton

To list your church’s services 
and information here, 
call 357-3288 or email 
classified@smithfieldtimes.com.

These local churches welcome you and 
your family to weekly services.

Have
Faith� �

MIKE DUMAN
The “Du-Man” Can!

USED CAR 
SUPERSTORE

PICK - PLAY - SCORE BIG!

Presented by Slam Dunk Sponsor: 

PICK - Your 64 team bracket 
between March 14th and 
March 19th at 11:45AM

PLAY - Watch your teams 
play in the College Basketball 
Tournaments

PICK AGAIN - Come 
back to pick again at 16 teams 
and 4 teams

SCORE BIG - with a 
chance to win awesome Local 
and National prizes! 

PS5 
DIGITAL 
EDITION 

National 
Grand Prize

$75 
GIFT 
CARDS
National Per 
Round Prize

JOIN IN THE HOOP FRENZY! 
Register at: www.SmithfieldTimes.com 
Registration is free and picks must be made before 11:45AM March 19, 2021. 

Must be 18 years or older to register. 

YOU COULD WIN 

$1,000,000
for the perfect 

bracket!

AND MORE GREAT LOCAL PRIZES! 

$500 TOWARDS A CAR 
OR TRUCK! 

Overall Prize from Regional Slam 

Dunk Sponsor Mike Duman Auto Superstore. 
Some restrictions may apply. 

that included Smithfield 
High Principal Bryan Thrift 
and other school division 
leaders.

“We really just wanted 
to work on teamwork and 
putting their creative minds 
together,” said Scott Horne, 
who leads the program. 
If you live in Smithfield 
or have visited recently, 
Horne’s name might sound 
familiar. He was the head 
chef at Taste of Smithfield 
on Main Street downtown 
for several years before re-
cently stepping down to lead 
the high school program full 
time.

Sophomore Jayden John-
son said the culinary class is 
his first experience working 
in a commercial kitchen. 
The biggest difference, he 
said, is “moving at a faster 
pace than when I’m at home 
cooking by myself. So it felt 
different, but a good differ-
ent.”

He and his culinary part-
ner Nia Hill, a junior, made 
chicken spring rolls and 
cheeseburgers with bacon 
and egg.

In addition to being mind-
ful of the clock, Johnson 
said working around other 
people in the kitchen was 
a new experience since “in 
my kitchen, it’s just me by 
myself. But here it’s about 
six other people I’ve got to 
work around.”

Johnson has a personal 
family connection to one 
of the best known food cul-
tures in the U.S. “My family, 
we’re all from Louisiana. My 
grandmother and my grand-
father, they were both cooks. 
So I learned most of the stuff 
I learned from them.” Look-
ing to a possible career in 
food service, Johnson said 
he said he’d like to take his 
Cajun-inspired influences to 
a community outside Louisi-
ana to share a taste of home.

Horne has about 18 years 
of professional food service 
experience — or as he put 
it, “half my life [since] I’m 
37 now.”

The career outlook for 
skilled culinary arts profes-
sionals is strong, Horne said.

“I’ve got some folks that 
want to own their own 
restaurant,” Horne said. 
“Whether they want to own 
a food truck or a little diner, 
I’ve got some kids that I 
think will definitely go on to 

continue that career. I think 
other ones may definitely 
work in a restaurant during 
college — maybe it’s not 
their forever job, but this 
gives them a great base,” 
Horne said.

“The neat part about this 
program is once you take 
these classes,” he contin-
ued, “you’re going to have 
an OSHA 10-hour culinary 
certification. It lasts forever. 
It’s going to give those kids 
more money when they go 
to apply for a job.” Students 
may also earn a ServSafe 
manager-level certification, 
a credential that’s sought 
after in the industry.

“When I worked at Taste 
of Smithfield, I was the only 
person in the building that 
carried that designation. So 
to come out of high school 
with that type of title, it 
means more money,” said 
Horne, a sentiment Thrift 
echoed.

“This program is going to 
provide kids with a skill that 
can make them money when 
they get out of here,” Thrift 
said. “They can have a ca-
reer, utilizing the skills they 
learned in this class specifi-
cally.” Not only that, Thrift 
added, but culinary skills 
are life skills that everyone 

benefits from knowing and 
perfecting, even if you don’t 
apply them professionally.

Thrift said all the food 
was “restaurant-style wor-
thy,” a sentiment shared 
by all the judges, who, in 
addition to Thrift, included 
Jeffrey Mordica, the school 
division’s director of innova-
tion and strategic planning 
and Kristan Formella, the 
division’s instructional co-
ordinator for K-12 math and 
science.

Horne leads about 30 cu-
linary students, including 
some from Windsor High 
School. The culinary pro-
gram is a double-block class, 
meaning Horne has three 
hours with students for each 
class period. In light of the 
ongoing pandemic, “we obvi-
ously have been doing social 
distancing all the time. Isle 
of Wight County Schools 
have done a phenomenal 
job of putting in precautions 
where we can actually come 
to school. I’m proud to be one 
of the groups of teachers who 
have been able to do that.”

“What I noticed the 
most,” Horne added, “is 
these kids just really want 
to work together. They’ve 
been isolated for a year. To 
be able to get in groups of two 

or three and conceptualize — 
it’s just amazing, and I think 
they really hit a home run.”

• Continued from p. 1

Grill

James P. Tynes and Claudia Newby-Tynes recently celebrated their 50th anniversary with a renewal of 
vows at Smithfield’s Main Street pavilion in front of the LOVEwork sign, a tour of historic downtown 
Smithfield and a visit to Westside Elementary School, where they met when it was a high school. They 
were featured in The Smithfield Times in the Feb. 24 edition. (Submitted Photo)

50th anniversary

 Hilton Tennis Club offers adult 
leagues April-October for mixed 
doubles, men doubles, retiree 

doubles, tennis socials and open 
play to club members. Hilton 

Tennis Club, includes 4 lighted 
clay tennis courts and club 

house, is located in the Newport 
News Hilton Village area one 

mile off the James River Bridge. 
Contact Greg Ruffin at 869-2151 

or Dan Sims at 876-3587 for 
joining Hilton Tennis Club.

TENNIS ANYONE? 

Staff Report

A house and detached 
garage are a total loss 
following a residential 
structure fire that oc-
curred on Burnt Mill 
Road in Surry County 
the evening of Feb. 8.

Units from Smith-
field’s and Carrollton’s 
volunteer fire depart-

ments were dispatched 
to the scene shortly after 
7 p.m. According to in-
formation posted to the 
departments’ Facebook 
pages, Carrollton unit 
T-10 pumped a load of 
water into Surry’s tanker 
while Smithfield Engine 
52 operated hand lines 
for approximately two 
hours before returning.

House burns 
in Surry
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SECOND FRONT
T om and J oann F inderson do 
lots of volunteerism,  including 
working for the food bank and 
picking up trash along the road.

— See pag e 9
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“Y ou can enhance those points of entry with gateway 
signage,  with transportation treatments that are 
largely aesthetic —  the landscaped medians,  for 
instance.”
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— J oshua B ateman,  Isle of  W ig ht principal planner
on possible village improvements in R ushmere
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es its first eSports team, to 
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“ ”
We would really like to catch up 
with the 21st century.

The Packers varsity 
boys basketball team 
wins the first round of 
playoffs.
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about the lack of high speed internet
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By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Some Isle of  Wight 
County farmers are feel-
ing the pinch as the trade 
war with China wages 
on, putting the value of  
soybeans in its cross-
hairs. 

That being said, Isle 
of  Wight County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension 

Surry getting wired
Dominion to join Prince George in rural broadband effort

Parts of IW still lack access
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

With grant money flow-
ing toward Surry County 
for the implementation of  
high-speed fiber internet, 
some Isle of  Wight residents 
are feeling left out. 

Left without reliable in-
ternet, that is. 

Surry County was award-
ed a $2.2 million grant from 
the Virginia Telecommuni-

Winter comes with its own 
color  pa lette , captured 
beautifully by  Sam McAdoo in 
his photo of Woodland United 
Methodist Church in Windsor. 
Last week marked the first 
snowfall of the season during 
what has been a rather warm 
winter. 

cation Initiative, known as 
a VATI grant, a few weeks 
ago. After hearing about 
the development, Carroll-
ton resident Judy Morin 
and some of  her neighbors 
on Waterfront and Dog-
gett lanes still lack a fiber 
broadband connection to 
their home. 

Like others in the area 
without access to high-
speed internet distributed 

through fiber optic cable — 
the definition of  broadband 
—  Morin said that she’s left 
to rely on spotty, wireless in-
ternet provided through her 
cellular company, Verizon. 
Verizon provides internet 
through a device called a 
“MiFi,” a router that acts as 
a mobile, wireless hotspot. 

“We cannot use Netflix, 
stream movies, or have an 
Alexa, Google Home, etc.,” 

Morin said in an email, 
adding, “We would really 
like to catch up with the 
21st century.” Since Carroll-
ton is an area of  economic 
development, broadband 
access shouldn’t be an issue, 
she said.

Doggett Lane resident 
Jim Henderson, who in-
stalled a satellite through 
Exede Viasat internet said 

Agent Livvy Preisser 
hasn’t seen a decline in 
planting that particular 
crop — a top commodity 
in Isle of  Wight — by 
local farmers. Among 
farmers that grow edible 
soybeans, Preisser said 
that production is prob-
ably unaffected, and may 
have possibly increased 
a little. 

China eased up on 
some soybean tariffs with-

Farmers feeling 
effects of tariffs

Soybeans are one of Isle of Wight County’s 
main cash crops.

Windsor High to start preschool
By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

Officials with Isle of  
Wight County Schools 
are taking steps to create 
a paid preschool at Wind-
sor Elementary School at 
the onset of  the 2020-2021 
school year, to serve the 
needs of  that area of  the 
county due to the closure 
of  a private preschool.

 The annual cost for a 
preschool teacher and an 
assistant comes to almost 
$92,000 for fiscal 2021, but, 

according to Isle of  Wight 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Thornton, the 
preschool would be nearly 
cost neutral if  fees for each 
child are set at $4,000 each. 

Thornton said that he 
and his administrative 
team were still batting 
around exact numbers for 
the cost of  tuition, but if  
it’s set at $4,000 a year and 
18 students enter the pre-
school, the revenue would 
almost outweigh the costs. 

That fee is also the cur-

rent tuition cost for an out-
of-county student to attend 
Isle of  Wight County Public 
Schools, according to Isle 
of  Wight County Public 
Schools Spokesperson Lynn 
Briggs.  

The preschool would 
operate on the same days 
as Windsor Elementary 
School — summers off, that 
is — and open to four-year 
olds, according to Isle of  
Wight County spokesperson 
Lynn Briggs. 

Windsor Elementary 

School currently opens at 
8:35 a.m. with dismissal at 
3:50 p.m.   

Costs in Thornton’s 
budget proposal for the 
preschool  amount to 
$91,950 — $61,470 for a pre-
school teacher and $30,480 
for an instructional as-
sistant — and revenues 
based on a $4,000 annual 
tuition with 18 pupils 
equals $72,000. 

Windsor High School 
Principal Laura Sullivan 
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Winter for a day

Carrollton resident Judy Morin lives in a rapidly developing area of Isle of Wight County, but still 
lacks high-speed internet access. 

By Frederic Lee
Staff  writer

SURRY — Following two 
grant awards, every house-
hold in Surry County will 
be hooked up to rural broad-
band internet through an 
agreement between Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive and Dominion Energy, 
according to officials. 

The partnership marks 
the first time a utility has 
worked with a cooperative 
to expand broadband in-
ternet access in Virginia, 
according to a press release 
from Dominion Energy. 

Specifically, Dominion 
Energy has agreed to serve 
as the “middle mile” pro-
vider by leasing Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive some of  its broadband 
fiber, extending high-speed 
broadband internet to res-
idents and businesses in 
Surry County, according to 

the Dominion Energy press 
release. 

According to a 2018 esti-
mate from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, the population of  
Surry County is 6,474, with 
2,760 households. Surry res-
idents already receive elec-
tricity from either Prince 
George Electric Coopera-
tive or Dominion Energy, 
according to Interim Surry 
County Administrator Me-
lissa Rollins.

“Having worked with 
the stakeholders over the 
last few years to make this 
announcement a reality, I 
am incredibly excited for 
the positive impact this will 
have for the residents and 
business owners of  Surry 
County,” said Del. Emily 
Brewer, R-64, in a Feb. 20 
press release.

The cost of  the entire 
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By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Officials with Smithfield’s 
and Carrollton’s volunteer fire 
departments are calling a sin-
gle-story house on Bowling Green 
Road a total loss following a fire 
that occurred the evening of 
Feb. 26.

Units from Smithfield, Car-

rollton, Windsor and Rushmere 
responded to the scene. A Smith-
field firefighter reportedly suf-
fered a minor injury.

According to Smithfield VFD 
Deputy Chief Charlie Kempton, 
the residence was the home of 
one adult male, who was not 
home at the time of the fire but 
is now displaced.

Officials with the state fire 

marshal’s office are continuing 
to investigate the cause of the 
fire.

The Bowling Green fire was 
the second Smithfield’s Station 50 
responded to Feb. 26. Earlier that 
day, Engines 51 and 53, and Truck 
50 responded to Windsor to an-
other single-story house, which 
was also engulfed in flames by 
the time responders arrived.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Isle of Wight County Schools’ 
proposed $69.7 million budget for 
the next school year includes new 
central office positions, among 
them two coordinators who will 
each be paid $75,000 a year.

School officials say the new 
positions are needed to meet 

Virginia’s standards of quality, 
which mandate the minimum 
number of employees public 
school divisions must hire in 
each department based on stu-
dent population — and allocates 
state funding for those positions.

“We have been under that,” 
said Steven Kepnes, the di-

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Legislation that would have al-
lowed Isle of Wight County voters 
to OK a sales tax increase to pay for 
new school buildings by deciding 
the issue in a locally sanctioned 
referendum recently stalled and 
then died in the General Assembly.

Senate Bill 1170 would have 

made Isle of Wight the 10th juris-
diction in Virginia to have permis-
sion to raise taxes for school-re-
lated capital projects. But in a 
7-4 vote by a House of Delegates 
Finance subcommittee on Feb. 16, 
legislators decided to lay the bill 
on the table, essentially holding 
it indefinitely in committee. The 

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

A Surry County man is due in 
court in April for a preliminary 
hearing on second-degree murder 
charges.

Benjamin Franklin Chiarky, 
31, of Spring Grove, is accused in 
the death of 20-year-old Corrine 
Lee Huddleston. She was reported 
missing in October, and her remains 
were found in northeastern Surry 
County on Nov. 12. Chiarky was 
arrested that day in Prince George 
County.

He also faces a felony charge of 
conspiracy to sell or distribute a 
schedule IV drug. 

Human remains were found in a 
wooded area in northeastern Surry 
County. Police have declined to 
say what led them to that location, 
citing the ongoing investigation. 

Staff Report

A woman died as a result of 
injuries suffered in a vehicle 
accident in Smithfield on Feb. 
22, Virginia State Police said 
late Sunday.

Nancy Bradshaw Hearn, 68, 

died Feb. 26 at Riverside Region-
al Medical Center, state police 
Sgt. Michelle Anaya stated in a 
press release.

The accident happened about 
3:27 p.m. in the 1000 block of 
South Church Street, Anaya said 
last week. 

Police say the collision oc-
curred when the driver of a 2018 
Honda Odyssey, Henry Hearn 
Jr.,  was traveling north on 
Church Street when he slowed 
to make a right turn into the 
Supreme gas station and Park-
N-Shop store. There, he was 

struck from behind by a 2008 
Ford Fusion driven by a 17-year-
old, whose name police are 
withholding on account of his 
being a juvenile. All parties were 
wearing seat belts.

The teen was initially charged 
with unsafe speed for roadway 

conditions. According to Isle of 
Wight County Commonwealth 
Attorney Georgette Phillips, the 
report from the Feb. 22 accident 
will be reviewed to determine 
any additional charges.

By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Smithfield’s Luter Family 
YMCA and Isle of Wight County 
Schools are working together 
to help provide an option for 
working families needing be-

fore and after school care and 
a structured environment for 
kids for virtual learning.

When the coronavirus pan-
demic hit last spring, school 
and YMCA leaders quickly 
realized many families had a 
problem — parents who are es-

sential workers needed to keep 
working, but school buildings 
were closed and learning was 
online only.

That left many parents 
with tough choices about jobs, 
schedules and school. Working 
families usually base their bud-

get on an anticipated amount of 
before and after school care for 
their kids. But when the pan-
demic hit, the level and need 
for that care changed, on short 
notice, as did many people’s in-

Woman dies from Feb. 22 crash

School construction 
referendum bill dead

New administrators 
in proposed ’22 
school budget

Fire destroys Bowling 
Green Road house

Surry 
homicide 

suspect 
due in 
court

YMCA continuing school programs
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Madison Goodrich, left, Zachary Fuller and Kaylee Engstrom do their virtual lessons for school on a recent morning at 
the Luter Family YMCA in Smithfield. The Y, with support from Smithfield Foods and the Isle of Wight County schools, is 
providing before and after school care along with a structured environment for students to do their virtual learning during 
the coronavirus pandemic. (Nate Delesline III/The Smithfield Times)

A home on Bowling Green Road was a total loss in a fire that happened the evening of Feb. 26, accord-
ing to local fire departments. A Smithfield firefighter suffered a minor injury. (Submitted Photo)
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Huddleston was last seen on 
Oct. 9, according to the Pe-
tersburg-based Progress-In-
dex newspaper. At that time, 
police said she could be in 
danger but “the exact nature 
of the danger was not dis-
closed,” the newspaper said. 

“We’re still actively in-
vestigating it and we’re not 
to the point where we have 
come to a conclusion — es-
pecially from a legal per-
spective — on if anyone else 
is legally responsible in that 
death,” said Maj. Eric Young 
of the Prince George County 
Police Department. “That’s 
still under investigation. 
It would be premature to 
give you a definite yes or 
no on that at this point.”
Young said investigators are 
“running down anything 
and everything” that might 
be pertinent to the case. 

Surry County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Derek 
Davis shared that sentiment, 
describing the case as “a 
continually developing one 

with a lot of moving parts.” 
Davis said Surry is working 
closely with Prince George 
officials, since the case began 
as a missing person report in 
that community.

Prince Geroge County 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Susan Fierro confirmed Sur-
ry is handling the murder 
prosecution.

“We obviously are still 
looking for anybody that has 
information or tips from the 
public that would benefit 
us,” said Young. “Our guys 
are still actively investigat-
ing this case and we want to 
make sure we do everything 
within our power, do our due 
diligence to make sure that 
anybody that’s responsible 
for anything involving [Hud-
dleston’s] death faces the 
consequences,” Young said.

Huddleston died just 
weeks before her 21st birth-
day, according to an obitu-
ary published by the family.

“I promise that you will 
not be forgotten,” one of 

Huddleston’s family mem-
bers wrote in an online trib-
ute. “I’m so thankful for 
you being in my life and 
for all the great memories 
you have given me and 
the rest of the people who 
were a part of your life.”
Chiarsky is represented by 
Richmond-based attorney 
Bill Linka, who declined to 
comment when reached by 
email.

Online records show 
Chairky is in the Riverside 
Regional Jail with no bond. 
He is scheduled to appear in 
Surry County General Dis-
trict Court at 1 p.m. April 26. 

Anyone with information 
about this case may contact 
the Prince George Police 
Department at 804-733-2773 
or Crime Solvers at 804-733-
2777. Submit anonymous tips 
by text message by adding 
274637 (CRIMES) to your 
phone’s contact list, then 
texting “igotcha” along with 
your message or informa-
tion.

comes, said Leslie Bryant, 
who is executive director 
of Smithfield’s Y.

The Y’s certified child-
care program experts 
worked with local school 
and state officials to create 
local daycare options for 
the COVID era for par-
ents in essential job roles. 
In June, the program be-
gan offering services for 
all working families. The 
Y also provided summer 
programs and in the fall, 
when many students didn’t 
return to classrooms, the 
programs continued into 
this spring.

Bryant said those pro-
grams are also able to con-
tinue thanks to financial 
support from Smithfield 
Foods.

“Smithfield Foods sup-
port has been critical for 
us being able to offer the 
assistance for these fami-
lies to ensure they can be 
in the program,” Bryant 
said. “If we didn’t have 
them as a partner, it would 
have greatly impacted the 
families — part of the funds 
that they give us helps 
us provide assistance to 
working families to be in 
the program.”

With that corporate sup-
port, no one is turned away 
from the program if they’re 
truly in need, Bryant said.

“Smithfield has a long 
history of supporting local 
educational initiatives, es-
pecially here in our home-
town,” said Keira Lombar-
do, chief administrative of-

ficer for Smithfield Foods. 
“As a partner in youth 
development for the Luter 
Family YMCA, we were 
proud to support essential 
workers in our community 
throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic.” 

“From first responders 
and healthcare workers to 
our own Smithfield family 
working to maintain our 
nation’s food supply,” Lom-
bardo continued, “Smith-
field and the YMCA have 
come together to provide 
necessary childcare to as-
sist with our community’s 
response to this crisis.”

Smithfield Foods donat-
ed $30,000 to support edu-
cation programs at the Y in 
2020, according to Jonathan 
Toms, the company’s char-

itable initiatives manager. 
Toms said Smithfield Foods 
has a longstanding relation-
ship with the Y with the 
company, having donated 
at or around that level for 
many years and that “the 
partnership in 2020 built on 
our ongoing contributions 
of more than 20 years.” 

Before and after school 
care is available at Car-
rollton, Hardy, Westside 
and Windsor elementary 
schools, as well as at the 
Y’s facilities. Even as many 
classrooms have reopened 
for in-person learning, 
the program is still going 
strong, serving about 120 
students, Bryant said.

Moore said the partner-
ship between the Y and 
Isle of Wight schools goes 

back 23 years. And recent-
ly, with financial support 
from Smithfield Foods, the 
program will continue to be 
available for families who 
need it.

“I would have never 
been able to handle my 
children’s online learning 
without the program at the 
Y,” Danette Green, a local 
Smithfield Foods employee, 
said in a recent announce-
ment about the program. 
“The Y was able to put a 
checklist together for my 
kids to stay on track and 
provided them the oppor-
tunity to be active.”

Essential workers are 
also still benefiting from 
the program, like Morgan 
Harrup, who works for Sen-
tara in an essential worker 

role. “When the Y started to 
offer this program to essen-
tial workers, it was such a 
relief because my husband 
and I were contemplating 
how one of us would quit 
our job and be able to sur-
vive. It has been a godsend. 
We are so appreciative,” 
Harrup said.

The Y staff have each 
student’s schedule to make 
sure they’re logged in for 
virtual learning and com-
pleting their other virtual 
work. Students and staff 
maintain social distancing 
and mask etiquette while 
in the program, and regu-
lar cleaning protocols are 
followed.

Robb Briggs captured this photo of a squirrel in the middle of enjoying a 
forgotten pumpkin at his house in Smithfield. 

Not so nutty

A group of eight Masons from the Masonic lodge in Claremont on Jan. 30 disassembled a handicap ramp at a home in Claremont where it was no longer 
needed and moved, reassembled and installed it at a home in need at Hopewell. From the bottom of ramp going up, the Masons are Jon Briggs, Carl Pippin, 
Donnie Parr, Steve Holloway, Mike Bruner, Chip Sharkey, sitting, Bob Winfree. (Submitted Photo)

Ramp builders



Master Naturalist
Historic Southside

By Jo Weaver

I heard that the “solar design specialist” who worked 
on our new system said, “Jo Weaver has a lot of experience 
living off the grid.” 

I puzzled over this comment, as I was unclear what 
it meant. Truth be told, I do frequently forget that other 
people live differently than I do. As I thought about it, I 
ran across an article on how to save energy and saw that 
there were quite a few things that went along with my 
experience of living off the grid.

I have lived without a clothes dryer for 24 years. Ini-
tially, the decision was made because of the amount of 
electricity an electric dryer would draw. It might have 
been possible for our original system to handle a gas dryer, 
which would have used fossil fuel, and a decision was made 
to rely on “air drying.” This decision played out with a 
clothesline outside and a wooden rack that would hold an 
entire load of wash inside. Within these parameters, more 
attention needed to be paid with regards to successfully 
completing washing and drying tasks.

Recently, I wanted to wash the bed linens and trade out 
the winter bedspread for the summer one. As we were in 
the midst of a period of rain every day, I started working 
on my plan of attack. I first thought I would do the bed-
spread, and as it was too heavy to hang on the line, I would 
hang it on the rack inside. As I continued to think about 
the task, it occurred to me to do the linens first, making 
sure they would dry on the line. I could move them to the 
rack if need be, and then move on to the bedspread if rack 
space were available.

As luck would have it, a beautiful day dried the linen 
right off, and I was able to get the bedspread up on the rack 
with the promise of low humidity overnight that would ex-
pedite the drying process. All of this is to say, I spend more 
conscious attention to the particulars of some chores now 
than I did when I lived in Virginia Beach. Now, thought 
needs to be given to more aspects of washing and drying 
clothes than when I would move clothes from the washer 
to dryer and back to their places with little thought.
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By Nate Delesline III
Staff Writer

Catching waves at the 
beach is rad. But hauling 
a surfboard around is no 
fun.

Jonah Ambrosino has a 
solution — a valet service 
for surfboards. With just 
a text, your board will be 
ready and waiting for you 
at the beach to ride the 
gnarliest waves, leaving 
you with time and energy 
to enjoy the beach instead 
of worrying about safely 
getting your board from 
place to place and keeping 
it in top shape.

“After many years of 
surfing with my dad, we 
have felt that the hardest 
part about surfing isn’t 
catching waves but trans-
porting your boards, main-
tenance of your boards and 
storage for your boards,” 
Ambrosino said via video 
chat. 

Do you struggle to come 
up with thoughtful but 
reasonably priced gifts 
for people you care about? 
Mya Lukkes has got you. 
She’ll craft care packages 
with about a half-dozen 
items that almost anyone 
will appreciate and en-
joy like candles, stickers, 
water bottles and a stress 
relief ball.

Luke Scrivanich re-
ceived an enthusiastic and 
amused response to the 
marketing he uses for his 

vehicle detailing business, 
Diploma Detailing. Avail-
able services range from 
the $25 “GED Package” 
which includes handwash-
ing, tire and trim dressing, 
Rain-X treatment for the 
glass and spray wax up to 
the “Ph.D. Degree Pack-
age” for $125 which will 
make your vehicle “look 
and feel better than the 
day you bought it.” 

His business purpose is 
simple — the car detailing 
money will help pay for 
his college degree. For a 
special occasion or special 
people,  customers can 
also request the “Rocket 
Scientist Package” where 
Scrivanich tops off all his 
available services with 
ceramic exterior coating 
for your vehicle. Scrivan-
ich said an advantage for 
his business is there’s not 
much local competition.

These Smithfield High 
School students, and many 
others in Diane Fulton’s 
dual enrollment advanced 
marketing class, are all 
likely to see their business 
ideas come to life and grow 
through the award of seed 
money from the Youth En-
trepreneurs organization.

A d d i t i o n a l  s t u d e n t 
business ideas included 
local nature photography, 
a business that sells art 
prints, customized apparel 
and jewelry, home decor 
items and hand sanitizer 
targeted toward younger 

kids.
Students made their 

pitches — which followed 
the formula set by the 
popular TV show “Shark 
Tank” — in March for 
their classmates and pan-
els of school and business 
leaders. 

“The whole theme of 
this program is called 
problem solving for a 
profit,” Fulton explained. 
“And what it does is not 
just touch on the fact that 
you want to earn money 
and how to earn money 
with your ideas but to 
find problems that exist in 
your community or in the 
world or needs that exist 
and try to use your busi-
ness to solve that prob-
lem,” Fulton said. “And do 
it ethically. There’s a big 
emphasis on ethics.”

Business ethics are a 
key theme in class, Fulton 
said.

“Every time I have a 
class I say ‘Do you think 
you can be ethical and be 
successful? Can you be 
an entrepreneur who’s 
successful like Elon Musk 
or somebody else and be 
successful?’ They almost 
always say no — you can’t 
be ethical and run your 
business. They think you 
have to step on somebody 
to get there.”

Fulton said a key take-
away is that businesses 
and entrepreneurs can 
prosper through ethical 

behavior.
“When we first  had 

to think of a business,” 
Lukkes said in her pitch, 
“I wanted to try and do 
something to please or 
help somebody. One day 
on TikTok, a couple weeks 
later, I saw a mom putting 
together a care package for 
her daughter in college. 
So I just kind of combined 
those two ideas.”

In early May, the stu-
dents are expected to recap 
their spending and profits.

The judges included 
Smithfield High Principal 
Bryan Thrift; Assistant 
Principal Wayne Briggs; 
Tiffany Truitt,  Smith-
field High’s instructional 
coach; Jeff Mordica, the 
school division’s director 
of innovation and strate-
gic planning; Lynn Briggs, 
the division’s director of 
community and media 
relations; Reeva Luecke, 
owner of O’doodleDoo’s 
Donuts and Cone Slingers; 
Bill Dempsey of Recycling 
Perks; Carlyn Menser with 
Anchor Realty; and Amy 
Lainhoff of Revutation; a 
revenue and reputation 
management company. 

A  v i r t u a l  “ M a r k e t 
Days” online store — 
“Packer Pride Products” 
— will be live soon. To 
view the products and 
services produced and of-
fered by the students, visit 
packer-pride-products.
myshopify.com.

Staff Report

A box truck delivering 
furniture to a local elemen-
tary school hit and damaged 
an awning at the school 
Monday morning.

The furniture was be-
ing delivered to Carrsville 
Elementary School about 
9:30 a.m. Monday, said 
Lynn Briggs, spokeswom-
an for Isle of Wight County 
Schools. The awning in the 
pick-up and drop-off area of 

the school was hit.
The Carrsville Volun-

teer Fire Department re-
sponded and removed the 
damaged structure, Briggs 
stated. An outside contrac-
tor inspected the building 
and found no structural 
damage to the school itself.

The school remains op-
erational, and the building 
will be open and operating 
as usual when students and 
staff return on April 12 after 
spring break, Briggs said.

By Stephen Faleski
Staff Writer

Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Dick Grice told 
Windsor Mayor Glyn Wil-
lis he wants to see a final-
ized memorandum of un-
derstanding between Isle of 
Wight County and the town 
before the board votes on 
whether to front money to 
fund the replacement of the 
Windsor Town Center roof.

He also wants a cap 
spelled out as to the max-
imum amount the county 
will contribute.

The board previously 
signaled a willingness at 
a Nov. 5, 2020 meeting to 
work with the town on 
some type of cost-sharing 
agreement. According to a 
report by Alpha Corpora-
tion, there are 2,000 square 
feet of wet insulation be-
neath the 70-year-old roof 
and large areas of repair 
where gravel has been 
swept away, leaving the un-
derlying ply sheets exposed 
to the weather.

Windsor had been esti-
mating a cost of $300,000 for 
the project, which will en-
tail removing the existing 
roof and replacing it in its 
entirety. The town recently 
received bids back from 
five contractors ranging 
from $237,700 to $333,701. 
Adelphia Contracting Inc. 
is the lowest bidder.

Assuming the town 

awards Adelphia the con-
tract, the project’s total 
cost, including mold re-
mediation, duct cleaning, 
architectural design, proj-
ect management by Alpha 
Corporation and an 8% 
contingency fund, totals 
$358,663.

The town’s MOU with 
the county has been in de-
velopment since 2019, but 
to date hasn’t been signed 
by both parties. The most 
recent draft states any 
capital repairs or replace-
ments over $5,000 shall 
be shared by the parties 
on an equal basis, with 
the town carrying opera-
tional costs such as util-
ities, insurance, refuse 
and recycling, and minor 
repairs and maintenance. 
Joint funding of any cap-
ital improvements, such 
as an expansion or major 
remodeling of the interior, 
shall be negotiated via a 
separate agreement.

The agreement further 
states that Isle of Wight is 
to be bound by the Town 
Center’s rental policy when 
booking events, meaning 
users will be required to 
clean up afterward.

Windsor’s Town Coun-
cil held a special called 
meeting April 5 to approve 
its end of the bargain, in 
hopes of  securing the 
board’s vote on the agree-
ment at its April 15 regular 
meeting. 

The town leases the 
center — a former middle 
school gymnasium — from 
the county’s school system 
for $1 a year. The center 
opened its doors in Novem-
ber 2018 after a town-funded 
$1.2 million renovation that 
didn’t include roof work. 
Town Manager William 
Saunders recently con-
firmed with Isle of WIght 
County Schools Superin-
tendent Dr. Jim Thornton 
that the roof replacement 
does not meet the lease 
agreement’s standard of 
“material alteration or ad-
ditions” that would need 
to go before the county’s 
School Board for approval 
prior to beginning. 

The town offers use of 
the facility free of charge 
to Isle of Wight County’s 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation for county-spon-
sored programs serving 
the central and southern 
regions of the county. In 
exchange, the county con-
tributes roughly $50,000 
annually to staff the facility 
during Isle of Wight Parks 
and Recreation activities. 
According to Willis, 70% of 
the events held in the town 
center August and Septem-
ber last year were coun-
ty-sponsored programs.

The town also has al-
lowed the county to use the 
facility for governmental 
meetings free of charge. 
Per the version of the agree-

ment now signed by Willis, 
this will continue provided 
the facility has not already 
been booked for a paying 
event for the date and time 
of the meeting.

Contingent on Isle of 
Wight agreeing to the 
MOU, county officials have 
proposed funding the roof 
replacement upfront, with 
the town responsible for 
paying back a percentage 
at no interest. 

“The County cannot loan 
money to the Town. The 
County would be appro-
priating the money for the 
project and the Town would 
be repaying half, but techni-
cally not a loan,” Saunders 
explained.

Councilwoman Kelly 
Blankenship, however, ob-
jected to Grice’s suggestion 
of a cap, stating it would put 
the burden of any unexpect-
ed expenses beyond 50% of 
the original cost estimate 
solely on Windsor.

“They’re basically say-
ing any risk is on the town,” 
Blankenship said.

According to Town At-
torney Fred Taylor, the way 
the draft signed by Willis is 
now worded, the agreement 
mandates “clear shared re-
sponsibility, fifty-fifty” for 
the roof replacement.

The town hopes to issue 
a notice to proceed by the 
end of April, at which time 
the contractor will have 60 
days to perform the work.

Truck strikes 
school awning

IW supervisors want signed
agreement on Windsor roof

Students pitch business 
ideas to local sharks

This ¾-inch dowel drying rack is an eco-friendly 
alternative to a clothes dryer. (Jo Weaver Photo)

Living off the grid: 
laundry adventures

A box truck delivering furniture to a local elementary 
school hit and damaged an awning at the school 
Monday morning. (submitted photo)




