
By Kathleen Borrelli
Staff Writer

As expected, the 
results of Virginia’s 2020-
21 Standards of Learning 
(SOL) tests reflect the 
extraordinary circum-
stances faced by students 
and schools last year. 

Overall, 64% of Greene 
County students passed 
their English/Reading 
SOLs (given in grades 
3-8), while 40% passed 
the math exams (grades 
3-8 plus geometry and 
algebra 1 and 2) and 56% 
passed in science (grades 
5 and 8 as well as biol-

ogy, chemistry and earth 
science). By comparison, 
pass rates in 2019 were 
70% for English, 77% in 
math and 76% in science.

Statewide, 69% of 
Virginia students passed 
their reading SOLs, 54% 
passed in math and 59% 
in science last year. SOLs 

were not given in spring 
2020 due to the unan-
ticipated early closure of 
schools that March, when 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic first began to affect 
Virginia residents in full 
force.

“There were so many 
different variables at play 

for this past testing ses-
sion that trying to make 
any comparisons to years 
past—like we typically 
would—just really doesn’t 
make sense,” said GCPS 
Assistant Superintendent 
Dr. Bryan Huber. “In 
the 2019-20 school year, 
SOLs were canceled, so 

students didn’t take them 
at all (due to school clo-
sures). And then their 
experience in school was 
much different last year, 
so for some students they 
really hadn’t tested in two 
years. For example, our 

By terry Beigie
Record Editor

The Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT) wants pub-
lic comment into its ongoing U.S. 
29 Corridor Study—regarding the 
six miles between Airport Road in 
Albemarle County and Deerfield Drive 
in Greene County.

“The study team consists of staff 
from the Thomas Jefferson Planning 
District Commission, VDOT and the 
consultant team from Kittelson & 
Associates. We’re reviewing the corri-
dor for potential multimodal improve-
ments,” said Charles Proctor, Culpeper 
District planning manager. “We are in 
the initial stages of the study and want 

By Kathleen Borrelli
Staff Writer

The Virginia Clay Festival, canceled 
last year due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, is set for Sept. 18-19 at William 
Monroe High School. Potters, sculp-
tors and jewelry designers are paint-
ing, glazing, carving and firing up their 
kilns in preparation for this annual cel-
ebration of all things clay—and admis-
sion and parking are free for all.

“The Virginia Clay Festival was cre-
ated to attract outside guests and to 
bring attention to our two pottery 
shops,” said Economic Development 
and Tourism Director Alan Yost. “Our 
efforts continue to be successful each 
year with approximately 80% of the 
roughly 3,000 guests traveling from 
outside the county and nearly half 
coming from beyond the region.”

The first Virginia Clay Festival was 
held at the high school in 2015 and 
was a collaborative effort between the 
tourism office, Noon Whistle Pottery, 
Blue Ridge Pottery and the Art Guild 
of Greene County—with support from 

the high school art department as well.
“The local tourism folks got togeth-

er with us and asked if we had any 
ideas for an event for the area,” said 
Holly Horan, potter and co-owner of 
Noon Whistle Pottery in downtown 
Stanardsville. “There are other clay fes-

tivals around and since we love pot-
tery—John’s a sculptor and I’m a pot-
ter—and we know all these artists, we 
thought we’d have a clay festival to 
make it unique. It’s pottery, sculpture 
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By terry Beigie
Record Editor

“Art is fundamental to 
life. It is music and dance 
and sports. It is culture. It 
defines us as a people and 
it stays for centuries and 
even longer. It is a talent 
that lies within all of us.” 
Lillian Baird, who passed 
away this summer, told 
the Record that when the 
guild was forming in 2012 
and it’s still as true as ever. 

The Art Guild of 
Greene is hosting an 
event next month that 
can bring that creativity 
out in anyone: the Paint 

the Towne Greene Plein 
Air Event on Saturday, 
Oct. 2. The guild invites 
everyone to come to the 
Town of Stanardsville for 
the day and create com-
pleted works of art to be 
voted on during a recep-
tion that evening. 

En plein air is a French 
phrase that means “in 
the open air” and is used 
to describe the process 
of creating artwork out-
doors—usually referring 
to painting, but it can be 
any outdoors art creating. 

Guild members 

By terry Beigie
Record Editor

The Greene County Youth 
Center is holding a special event 
next month to launch a new adap-
tive baseball league. 

The Bambino Buddy-Ball Bash 
will be held at the Greene County 
Youth Center in Ruckersville as a 
way to introduce Buddy-Ball for 
students ages 5-22 with diverse 
abilities.

Youth Center President Kevin 
Marshall, who was voted in to the 
position in August, saw on social 
media where a league held Wiffle 
Ball for kids with diverse needs.

“I said, ‘You know what? That’d 
be something really nice for the 
Greene County community,” 
Marshall said.

The pair is looking for kids to 
sign on as both players and bud-

dies for the Oct. 2 event.
Marshall found his way to 

Greene County Adaptive PE 

teacher Sharon Gregory, who 
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More students failed SOLs in 2020
Pandemic-related disruptions affected testing, outcomes during last school year

Get fired up for 6th Clay Festival

Adaptive baseball league formingCalling all artists!
Art guild gears up for plein 
air event in Stanardsville
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Sharon Gregory is a buddy to help a youngster swing the bat during a game in Culpeper.

See US 29, Page A5See CLAY FEST, Page A2

See ARTISTS, Page A8 See BUDDY-BALL, Page A3



www.greene-news.com GREENE COUNTY RECORD   thuRSDay, SEPtEMBER 16, 2021 ◆ a9

fourth-grade students 
took an SOL for the very 
first time in their lives 
during a pandemic.”

According to a recent 
press release from the 
Virginia Department of 
Education (VDOE), 2021 
SOL test results followed 
trends on state tests 
nationwide. These pass 
rates reflect disruptions 
to instruction caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
decreased participation 
in state assessment pro-
grams, pandemic-related 
declines in enrollment, 
fewer retakes and more 
flexible “opt-out” provi-
sions for parents con-
cerned about community 
spread of the virus.

“What matters now is 
where we go from here, 
and we will use the data 
from the SOLs to iden-
tify the unique needs 
of every learner as our 
schools resume in-
person instruction for 
all students,” said State 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Dr. James 
Lane.

Despite the unusual 
circumstances of the 
past school year—with 
roughly 40% of Greene 
County students attend-
ing school virtually all 
year and middle and high 
school students attend-
ing in person only two 
days per week—the state 
mandated that schools 
would offer the exams 
as usual last year. Virtual 
students were required 
to come in to the build-
ings in person to take the 
tests in order to maintain 
security protocols.

“Many of them had not 
been in a school building 
for over a year, and that’s 
a challenge,” Huber said. 
“We also had the factor 
of students not taking the 
SOL, which typically is 
very few and far between. 
This year, our virtual 
students were given the 
option of whether they 
wanted to take it, so we 
had much less participat-
ing than in years past.”

In a typical school 
year, participation in 
these federally-mandated 
tests is usually around 
99%, according to VDOE. 
In 2021, 75.5% of Virginia 
students in affected 
grades took the reading 
assessment; 78.7% took 
the math exams; and 80% 
took the science tests.

“Looking at the partic-
ipation rates, there was at 
least a five to 10% drop in 
the number of students 
actually sitting for the 
SOL as compared to years 
past,” said Huber.

The state waived all 
school accreditation 
requirements for 2021-
22, releasing some of the 
pressure on schools to 
perform well during an 
unusual year. The Board 
of Education also granted 
flexibility in guidelines 
for the awarding of veri-
fied credits for gradua-
tion, meaning that some 
requirements were low-
ered in the past year.

One big factor in the 
drop in pass rates for 
2021, according to Huber, 
is that students were 
not offered the ability 
to retake the exams this 
year. In a normal year, 
students who fail their 
first attempt by a small 
margin are permitted to 
retake the test. According 
to VDOE, retakes typi-
cally account for an up 
to 5% increase in school 
pass rates compared to 
first attempts.

“Typically if students 
score in a certain range, 
they are permitted to 
retake the SOL to see if 
they can pass—we did 
not do that (this year),” 

Huber said. “Students 
that will retake typical-
ly score in the 375-400 
range and then they 
retake, and about 50% of 
our students are success-
ful on retakes.”

Due to the complex 
nature of the past school 
year, Huber says teachers 
and administrators did 
not spend a lot of time 
worrying about passing 
standardized tests.

“Across the board, we 
did not spend any time 
with test prep,” he said. 
“Typically, in the spring 
months, we would peri-
odically have students do 
practice tests or revisit 
previously-learned skills 
and those sorts of things; 
we didn’t do that. We 
knew that these scores 
would have no impact 
on accreditation, so we 
opted to spend time on 
instruction and social-
emotional learning.”

While VDOE has 
reported the results of 
the 2020-21 SOL tests, 
accreditation ratings for 
the past school year will 
not be calculated. All 
schools will have accredi-
tation waived for 2021-
22, as they did during the 
2020-21 school year.

“Across the board, the 
state has waived accredi-
tation, which is directly 
tied to these assess-
ments,” Huber said. “I 
think the good thing that 
allowed school divisions 
to do is shift the narra-
tive from the test to what 
does this child and family 
need to be OK through-
out this pandemic, and 
a lot of that was around 
the social and emotion-
al supports and mental 
health supports that were 
in place last year that we 
spent time on, instead of 
spending time on things 
such as test preparation.”

Overall, 64% of Greene 
County students passed 
the English SOLs in 
2021—compared to 70% 
in 2019. That breaks 
down to 52% passing in 
third grade; 59% in fourth 
grade; 61% in fifth grade; 
67% in sixth grade; 70% 
in seventh grade; 59% in 
eighth grade; and 78% in 
end-of-course exams.

In the math field, only 
40% of students passed 
their 2021 SOL tests in 
Greene, compared to 77% 
in 2019. This breaks down 
to 52% in third grade; 
38% in fourth grade; 46% 
in fifth grade; 28% in sixth 
grade; 37% in seventh 
grade; 5% in eighth grade; 
60% in geometry; 38% in 
Algebra 1; and 76% in 
Algebra 2.

“It was predicted early 
on in the school year—
not just locally but at the 
state level—that reading 
scores would be much 
less impacted as com-
pared to math scores, 
because those math 
scores are definitely 
new skills that are being 
learned as opposed to 
the skill of reading, which 
you can retain much 
longer and apply to new 
tests,” Huber said.

In science, 56% of 
Greene County students 
passed in 2021 compared 
to 76% in 2019. The break-
down was 45% passing 
for fifth grade science; 
52% for eighth grade; 68% 
for biology; and 60% for 
earth science. No exams 
were given for chemistry 
in 2021.

“I think that can be 
attributed to some of 
those same factors I men-
tioned with no test prep,” 
Huber said. “Because we 
had less time with stu-
dents in the buildings, 
our focus was definitely 
leaning towards literacy 
and math more than 
some of the other con-
tent areas, so I think that 
could explain the differ-
ence.”

It is important to 

note that some sub-
jects stopped giving SOL 
exams in 2019. Statistics 
on pass rates for writing, 
fifth- and eighth-grade 
history, VA and U.S. histo-
ry, geography and civics 
are available up through 
2019 but are not includ-
ed in this comparison as 
they have not been given 
since the pandemic.

“They’re doing per-
formance assessments, 
which are locally devel-
oped and then scored 
with a rubric,” Huber 
explained. “You can’t 
compare performance 
on the assessments with, 
let’s say, a multiple-
choice test.”

The 2014 Virginia 
General Assembly elimi-
nated SOL assessments 
in select subjects, requir-
ing local school divisions 
to continue to teach the 
content but to measure 
student achievement 

with local alternative 
assessments. According 
to VDOE, school divisions 
must annually certify 
that they have provided 
instruction and admin-
istered an alternative 
assessment consistent 
with Board of Education 
guidelines in grades and 
subjects that no longer 
have a corresponding 
SOL test.

One other factor to 
carefully consider when 
analyzing testing data is 
the breakdown of pass 
rates according to demo-
graphic data.

“I think it’s very wide-
ly known that the pan-
demic has most dispro-
portionately affected our 
subgroups of students—
which would include our 
English learners, our stu-
dents with disabilities—
for a variety of reasons, 
and we saw that progress-
ing throughout the year,” 

Huber said. “Obviously, 
exposure to language is 
important for English 
learners to continue to 
progress, and if you’re 
virtual or only coming to 
school two days a week, 
you’re going to unfortu-
nately suffer the effects 
of that.”

To assist the English 
Learners (also referred 
to as Limited English 
Proficient), new teach-
ers have been added to 
GCPS staff to reduce the 
caseload of students per 
teacher.

“This allows for more 
direct time with that lan-
guage acquisition sup-
port,” Huber said. “We 
also utilize some of our 
other positions to focus 
on improving the status 
of our long-term English 
Learners to try to reduce 
the number of students 
that are in that category.”

New positions, 

including student suc-
cess coaches and school 
psychologists, have also 
been added this year in 
an attempt to assist those 
students most at risk of 
falling behind due to the 
challenges of the past 
year.

“While the impact of 
the pandemic is clear, the 
SOL data from last year 
also highlights inequities 
between student groups,” 
Lane said. “VDOE 
remains resolute in its 
commitment to support-
ing educators to close 
these achievement gaps 
and help all students suc-
ceed in the classroom. 
Virginia is fortunate to 
have world-class teachers 
and school leaders that 
continue to demonstrate 
their ability to success-
fully navigate these ongo-
ing challenges and help 

SOLs
Continued from A1

See SOLS, Page A10
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Farms, Homes, Land & Country estates

138 east main street, orange, Va 22960
www.jaCksamueLs.Com

(540) 672-3233

we produce results
List your Property with us

Investment opportunity. Main Street,
Traditional Town Center, Transect 5 which
is one of the commercial districts located in
the Town of Orange. Currently leased as a
restaurant until April 16, 2025. The restaurant
operates on the main level and the apartment
is located on the upper floor. Both of which are
included in the lease and subsequent sale of
the property, The listed price is approximately
$75,000 below the county tax assessment.
Being shown onMondays by appointment only.
The listing agent must be present. $365,000

Gracious & meticulously maintained Dutch
Colonial nestled atop a 1.53 landscaped
acre lot in the Town of Orange. Beautiful
Arkansas random-width red heart pine
flooring throughout the entire home.
Features formal living and dining rooms,
spacious kitchen w/custom cabinetry and
granite counters, generous family room
w/propane logs installed in brick fireplace
& screened-in porch. $469,000

This spacious 4 bedroom, 2 Full, 2 Half bath
home is a must-see! Well maintained two-story
home located at the end of a cul-de-sac. A cute
neighborhood in the Town of Orange within
walking distance to schools, shopping, restaurants,
and more. The main level features a combination
living room/family room, kitchen with a breakfast
bar, pantry, and eat-in dining area. You access the
deck through sliding glass doors off the kitchen,
dining area; therefore, it is perfect for inside and
outside entertaining. The laundry room/mudroom
with 1/2 bath connects with the interior entrance
to the attached 2 car garage. The partially finished
basement has a 1/2 bath and bonus room. The
exterior door in the basement opens to the
backyard. Please take a look today. As Is $319,900

Location, location, location..... This in-town,
charming brick rancher is located on Rapidan
Road within walking distance to Orange
County High School. The home offers an
eat-in kitchen, dining room, living room with
fireplace, 3 bedrooms. 2 full baths, concrete
patio, covered front porch, and a 700+ square
foot bonus room downstairs that also has a
fireplace. The roof was replaced 1 year ago
and the HVAC unit is brand new. $310,000

Renovated country cottage with flexible
floorplan just 20 minutes from the
Charlottesville Albemarle Airport, 15 minutes
to Orange and Gordonsville, and 30 minutes
to Culpeper or Charlottesville. This charming
property has been fully renovated, is energy
efficient, and FiberLync internet service
is now available. Enjoy your privacy and
a convenient location at the same time.
Features include 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, laundry
room, new carpet upstairs, large back porch,
low maintenance landscaping, beautiful
trees, views, storage shed out back and so
much more. $232,000

~EstablishEd 1913~

jaCk samueLs
reaLty inC.

Nice 3 bedroom, 2 bath brick ranch with carport
located in a very desirable rural residential area
of Orange County. Property features an eat in
kitchen, hardwood floors, wood burning fireplace
in Living Room, master bedroom, master bath
with step in shower. There is another full bath
off hallway with laundry shoot and 2 additional
bedrooms. Home has a full unfinished basement
with sump pump. New roof was installed in 2010
as well as gutter guards. Washer and dryer as well
as window treatments convey. Home is being sold
As-Is. $249,900

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

Take a look at this cozy one-level living,

3 bedrooms, 2 bath, manufactured home,

renovated with a new 240 sq ft rear deck

and a new permanent foundation. This

home sits on 2.429 acres off Madison Run Rd

just minutes from the Towns of Orange and

Gordonsville. Stop renting and start owning

today. $209,000

Looking
for

Land?
www.jacksamuels.com

for multiple
land and
lot listings

540-672-3233

every student thrive.”
The state certainly 

anticipated these learn-
ing losses, and much is 
being planned to help 
students bridge the gap 
as they return to class-
rooms this fall.

“Virginia’s 2020-2021 
SOL test scores tell us 
what we already knew—
students need to be in 
the classroom without 
disruption to learn effec-
tively,” Lane said. “The 
connections, structures 
and supports our school 
communities provide 
are irreplaceable, and 
many students did not 
have access to in-person 
instruction for the full 
academic year. We must 
now focus on unfinished 
learning and acceleration 
to mitigate the impact the 
pandemic has had on stu-
dent results.”

Recovery efforts are 
supported by an infusion 
of both state and federal 
funding for the common-
wealth’s public schools. 
In May, Governor Ralph 
Northam announced 
$62.7 million in Virginia 
LEARNS Education 
Recovery grants to help 
school divisions expand 
and implement targeted 

initiatives to address the 
impact of the pandem-
ic on student learning. 
These grants are given to 
fund increased in-person 
instruction and small-
group learning; targeted 
remediation and enrich-
ment; strategic virtual 
learning, technology and 
staff training; social-emo-
tional, behavioral and 
mental health supports 
for both students and 
staff; alternate learning 
opportunities; student 
progress monitoring and 
assessment; and plan-
ning and implementing 
year-round or extended-
year calendars.

Additionally, $147 
million from the fed-
eral American Rescue 
Plan’s Elementary and 
Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) 
Fund are required to 
be used by the com-
monwealth to support 
instructional recov-
ery efforts. The funding 
includes $105 million to 
address unfinished learn-
ing, $21 million for evi-
dence-based afterschool 
programs and $21 million 
for evidence-based sum-
mer learning.

While SOL tests are 
one tool to provide teach-
ers and administrators 
information on where 
students are excelling 
or falling behind after a 

tumultuous year and a 
half of pandemic learn-
ing, Greene County 
schools have also begun 
collecting data on the 
needs of students—
including their social 
and emotional needs and 
mental health concerns. 
According to Huber, the 
district is already in the 
process of breaking down 
pre-assessment data and 
comparing it with SOL 
results in order to for-
mulate specific recovery 
plans for each child.

“I think it’s important 
for people to know that 
this is not a problem that’s 
going to magically fixed 
in a year,” he said. “This is 
something that we really 
have to look at what is 
our strategy to help stu-
dents make growth over 
the long term, to do the 
best they can to catch up 
while also making sure 
that we’re taking care of 
their social and emotion-
al needs and their mental 
health. Just because there 
may be some gaps or 
some students who have 
fallen behind, we don’t 
want to lose sight of the 
whole child.”

It is clear that SOL test 
results, while indicative 
of some of the challeng-
es facing Greene County 
students and teachers, 
are only a smaller piece 
of a much larger puzzle.

SOLs
Continued from A9

From Staff Reports

Now through Sept. 30, professional 
and amateur photographers alike are 
invited to submit their best images of 
the beautiful Virginia Piedmont in the 
Piedmont Environmental Council’s 11th 
Annual Photo Contest.

This year’s photo categories are: 
Beautiful Landscapes, Native Plants and 
Wildlife, People and Places, and a Youth 
category just for photographers 17 years 
old and younger. Youth category images 
can be of landscapes, streetscapes, wild-
life, farms, waterways or anything con-
nected to the environment here in the 
Piedmont. All image submissions must be 
taken within Albemarle, Clarke, Culpeper, 
Fauquier, Greene, Loudoun, Madison, 
Orange and Rappahannock counties. 
Photographers can submit up to six imag-
es in each category.

“At PEC, we work to connect people 
to the landscapes, communities and his-
tory of Virginia’s Piedmont. The beautiful 
images that local photographers submit 
into this contest each year help tell impor-

tant stories and allow people to connect 
to this wonderful place in new and excit-
ing ways,” said Hugh Kenny, PEC’s mul-
timedia communications specialist and 
contest coordinator.

PEC judges will select finalists in each 
category and then open up judging to 
the public to determine the winners. All 
finalists will receive a one-year PEC mem-
bership and have their work featured in 
PEC’s upcoming online and print publica-
tions. Winners in each adult category will 
receive a $75 gift certificate to a nearby 
restaurant participating in PEC’s “Buy 
Fresh Buy Local” program. The Youth cat-
egory winner will receive their choice of 
a $75 gift card to iTunes, Google Play or 
Amazon.

Finalists will be announced in October, 
and winners and runners-up in each cat-
egory will then be determined by a pub-
lic online vote. For contest details and 
instructions, visit pecva.org/photocon-
test. For questions about the contest, pho-
tographers should contact Hugh Kenny at 
photos@pecva.org.

PEC annual photo contest open

couRtESy Photo

2020 Wonderful Waters winner: “Beaver Creek Nuclear Sunset” by Cass Girvin of Charlottesville.

couRtESy Photo

2020 Native Plants and Wildlife winner: “ZZZ” by Matt Huntley of Fredericksburg.
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Greene County Record

Greene County lost a son, a brother, 
a nephew, a grandson, a student, 
an athlete and an all-around good 

kid last Monday when Joshua Johnson, 
16, died suddenly while on a fishing trip 
with his family in North Carolina. On 
Thursday, June 10, hundreds gathered at 
the dragon on William Monroe’s Martin 
Mooney Field to remember the guy who 
always had them laughing, who always 
had a smile on his face and who loved 
others. 

“Friends have said to me, ‘I don’t 
know what to say,’ and I just say hug 
your babies because you never know,” 
said Sabrina Johnson, Joshua’s stepmom. 
“I think he would want everyone to come 
together and be happy. If you had a bad 
day, he made you laugh, he did.”

Johnson’s sense of humor and easy-
going attitude were noted by many who 
knew him.

“He was always happy and made 
everyone around him smile, no matter 
how he felt,” said Daelan Powell-Jackson, 
who was with him the night before. “Josh 
was my best friend, the best thing to 
ever happen to me. No matter what, he 
was always by my side, my right-hand 
man. He had the sweetest soul ever. He 
deserved the world and this is the most 
painful thing I’ve ever had to go through. 
My brother, no matter what, he will live 
on with me through anything. I loved 
him with everything in me and it pains 
me just to have to write this. I’m so sorry 
that everyone has to go through this; he 
was a legend and will be remembered 

by us all.”
“He was always very upbeat, funny, 

he knew how to make people laugh and 
always put a smile on others’ faces—he 
definitely put a smile on my face all the 
time,” said Kenzie Eubanks. “He gave 
me the best memories of my life. He 
liked almost every single person in the 
world. He would always be there for you, 
no matter what, through thick and thin 

BY KATHLEEN BORRELLI
Staff Writer

Debbie Day’s second-
grade class at Ruckersville 
Elementary School spent a 
beautiful “Beach Day” outside 
June 2, playing games and cel-
ebrating the end of another 
successful year. Just three 
days before the beginning of 
her official retirement, Day’s 
party of preference was one 
that included her beloved stu-
dents—a given after 42 years 
of service to the community’s 
kids.

In 1979, 23 years old and 
freshly graduated from 
Longwood College, Day 
applied for the job as second-
grade teacher with Greene 
County Primary School (now 
Nathanael Greene Primary)—
then located where William 
Monroe Middle School is today. 
The elementary and middle 
schools were not yet built, and 

Ruckersville Elementary was 
still 20 years in the future. The 
county population was around 
one-third of what it is today.

“I did my student teaching 
in Fairfax County and decided 
I did not want to teach in a big 
county like that—I was tired of 
it,” Day said. “No one had ever 
heard of Greene County and 
I just decided—I saw it in the 
paper. … At the last minute I 
applied in Greene and I came 
down for the interview.”

Day’s dad was away on 
business, so she and her mom 
drove down from Northern 
Virginia to meet Greene 
County Public Schools’ admin-
istrators and take a tour of the 
county. On the way home, she 
told her mom she really liked it 
because she loved the country.

“And that night they called 
and offered me the job,” Day 
recalled. “They had a school 
board meeting that night and 
they called me at about eight 

or nine. My dad didn’t even 
know I had taken the job for 
a week … because that was 
before cell phones. So it was 
just pure luck, and then I fell 
in love with Greene.”

There were no apartments 
for rent in Greene County in 

1979, so Day found an apart-
ment in Charlottesville and 
later bought a house near 
Ruckersville.

For all but eight of the 42 

years, Day has been at the helm 
of a second-grade classroom. 
When RES first opened, she 

Baseball, boys soccer and softball 
head to Region 3B semis. B1

Celebrate the Fourth in Greene. A5
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BY TERRY BEIGIE
Record Editor

The Greene County Board of 
Supervisors denied last week a request 
that would have allowed occupancy of 
apartments off Moore Road before the 
connector road to U.S. Route 29 was 
started.

In January 2019, the supervisors 
unanimously approved a Special Use 
Permit (SUP) for a project that includes 
212 apartments, 10 buildings, a club-
house, a pool, green space, a recreation 
room and fitness area to be built along 
Moore Road in Ruckersville. A condi-
tion on the SUP was that no occupancy 
permits were to be given out until a 
connector road between Moore Road 
and U.S. 29 was complete, per Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
standards, which will terminate at the 
light in front of Lowe’s. 

The development requested June 8 a 
change to the SUP that would allow for 
certificates of occupancy for up to the 
fourth multi-family residential building 
before having to construct the connec-
tor road. Denstock said the existence of 
Department of Defense fiber optic line 
within the path of a sewer line led to 
lengthy delays in the site work process, 
as well as the ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic that slowed decisions by VDOT. 

“Fly High JJ”
Community remembers Joshua Johnson

Supervisors 
deny SUP 
change for 
apartments

Day reflects on 42 yrs caring for Greene’s children

See SUP, Page A5
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Above, Cory Wingfield and Garrett Ensor say prayers in remembrance of Joshua Johnson at the 
June 10 memorial to honor the 16-year-old who passed away on vacation with his family last week. 
Alyssa Galaz and Johnell Webb (sitting) find it hard to hold back tears remembering their good 
friend. Below (photo courtesy Johnson family), Joshua, far right, sits with his brother Camden and 
his sister Dallas on a beach lifeguard chair.

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN BORRELLI/GREENE COUNTY RECORD

Ruckersville second-grade teacher Debbie Day didn’t want a traditional retire-
ment party. After 42 years of teaching, she could think of no better way to 
celebrate than by sharing a fun afternoon of games with her beloved students.

COURTESY PHOTO 

Debbie Day’s yearbook picture from 
Greene County Primary School in 
spring 1989.
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JUNE 23, 2021 • 3:00PM
Orange County Fair

Horse Show

JUNE 23, 2021 • 6:00PM
Orange County Fair
Beauty Pageant

JUNE 24, 2021 • 7:00PM
Street Truck Dirt Drag

JUNE 25, 2021 • 7:00PM
LawnMower Pull

JUNE 26, 2021 • 10:00AM
CVATPATractor Pull

JUNE 26, 2021 • 7:00PM
Orange County Fair
Demolition Derby

14501 Old Gordonsville Road Orange, Virginia

JUNE 23-26, 2021
“ALL ROADS LEADTOTHE
ORANGE COUNTY FAIR”

SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2021 • 6:00PM
TRUCK&TRACTOR PULL 4H eventsthroughoutthe week

Day
Continued from A1
taught third grade until 
a second-grade position 
became available.

“It just happened to 
be the grade that they 
had a job for when I 
was looking, and then 
I just fell in love with 
it,” she said. “I love this 
age; they’re still young 
enough that everything 
excites them—they 
believe in all the magic 
of everything. By third 
grade, they’re starting to 
get a little more mature, 
starting to get into all the 
social things … it’s just a 
really neat age.”

In the second month 
of Day’s first year, a gas 
main rupture triggered 
an explosion and fire 
at the Greene County 
Courthouse complex, 
about two blocks away.

“I was in the class-
room with the big glass 
windows and it knocked 
me out of my chair at 
my desk,” Day recalled. 
“The percussion from 
the blast knocked me 
out of my chair. It didn’t 
seem to crack the win-
dows or anything, but … 
I ended up on the floor—
I remember that.”

In fact, the explosion 
took place just before 
payday, and the county 
vault burned, including 
paychecks for county 
employees. Day remem-
bers calling her parents 
to see if they could help 
her if she was unable 
to pay rent on her new 
apartment; luckily, the 
accounting department 
came through and all the 
teachers were paid on 
time.

A lot has changed in 
Greene since 1979. In 
addition to new edu-
cational facilities and a 
population that has tri-
pled, Day has been wit-
ness to the major flood of 
1995 that stranded stu-
dents at an after-school 
program at which Day 
was administrator; the 
blizzard of 1996, which 
saw schools closed for 
days and buses buried; 
and some of the first 
personal computers in 
Greene County schools.

“They eased them 
in—they brought one 
into the classroom and 
we had to take a pro-
fessional development 
(class) on how to plug 
them in and how to start 
them and, you know the 
basics,” Day said. “It was 
many years ago, and the 
kids didn’t hardly get 
on them then—there 
weren’t enough. They 
maybe only had two or 
three computers in the 
whole school at first, and 
most of them were in the 
office for office work. 
Now, you look and start-
ing in kindergarten they 
have tablets and com-
puters, and they know 
how to turn them on 
and do everything better 
than I do, sometimes.”

Besides learning 
each new technology as 
it came along, educa-
tion itself has changed a 
lot since 1979. The first 
Standards of Learning 
tests began in 1998.

“When I first started 
teaching here, I remem-
ber I asked, ‘What do 
we teach for units?’ and 
they said, ‘anything you 
want’,” Day recalled. “Of 
course now we have pac-
ing guides and we have 
to hold to them, so that’s 
good. But I do think 
there’s a little too much 
pressure on these young-
er kids with the testing … 
but that’s a problem for 
every school—that’s not 
a Greene County prob-
lem.”

Susan Field, RES 
kindergarten teacher, 
worked with Day for 

one year at the primary 
school and has been with 
her since RES opened in 
1998.

“Debbie is a kind, car-
ing and loving teacher; 
she always has the great-
est activities for her kid-
dos to do,” Field said. 
“She plans wonderful 
days filled with fun and 
learning, always puts her 
students first and goes 
above and beyond. She 
helped me when it came 
time to teach oviparous 
(egg-laying) animals—
Ms. Day had the animals 
to share and view. Who 
needs a stinky old pond 
somewhere when we can 
have an onsite field trip? 
I will miss our conversa-
tions and discussions of 
the old days.”

When you’ve been 
teaching in a small coun-
ty for several decades, it’s 
inevitable that you will 
eventually begin to see 
the children of former 
students in your class-
room.

“I think I’ve taught 
half the county,” said 
Day, who has seen many 
children of former stu-
dents over the years. 
“I always said I would 
have to retire before 
I get the grandkids of 
kids I’ve had, which I’m 
probably very close to 
that. Another one of our 
second-grade teachers, 
Lindsey McDaniel—I 
taught her in second 
grade and now she’s one 
of my teammates that’s 
here teaching second 
grade with me. … You 
know you’ve had a good 
career when you end up 
working beside someone 
you taught.”

“I tell (Day) this all the 
time, but she was one 
of my favorite teachers,” 
McDaniel said last week. 
“She was why I wanted 
to become a teacher, 
because she just made 
learning so much fun. 
What I love most about 
her, as a student and as a 
co-worker just seeing her 
teach, is she really does 
make every student feel 
like her favorite student.”

McDaniel began 
teaching in first grade 
at RES 11 years ago and 
moved up to second 
grade in 2017. Although 
it was coincidence that 
brought them to teach 
the same grade level in 
the same school, she says 
it has been an honor to 
teach beside her former 
teacher.

“I was a student who 
had a really hard time 
paying attention and she 
was just always so patient 
with me and loving; and I 
see that as she teaches 
her students,” McDaniel 
said. “She really does just 
treat every learner like 
they are the best—no 
matter what background 
they have or what chal-
lenges they bring, she 
just treats them as spe-
cial and unique as they 
are and they respect her 
for that. They want to do 
well and learn and grow, 
because they know that 
she creates a trusting 
environment for them.”

McDaniel said she will 
really miss having Day in 
school next year, but that 
she hopes to continue to 
grow as an educator by 
following her example.

“She’s just so cre-
ative and fun and she 
does things outside of 
the box, like she makes 
every holiday an amaz-
ing event,” she said. “She 

always has some tricks 
up her sleeve, and the 
things that she is able to 
accomplish in that room 
are amazing. Things have 
changed a lot since she’s 
been teaching, and she 
has handled every tech-
nology hurdle with grace.

“I feel like she has 
always been a very pos-
itive light in the world 
of teaching, because 
she truly does love her 
job—absolutely adores 
every student she has,” 
McDaniel continued. 
“She loves teaching 
down to her core, so it 
is really nice ... on those 
days where you really 
struggle, she brings you 
back to why you’re here.”

When it comes to 
struggling and learning 
new technology, 2020 
was perhaps one of the 
most challenging years 
for educators due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
the mitigation strate-
gies and virtual learning 
models implemented in 
school buildings across 
the world. Day empha-
sized that her retirement 
had nothing to do with 
the challenges of the 
pandemic and that it 
was just the right time 
for her.

“I could have probably 
retired before this year, 
but I’m so glad I didn’t,” 
said Day, who will be 65 
in August. “It was very 
scary, especially at my 
age. And my mother is 
still alive—she’s 87 and 
I had to consider that. I 
haven’t really been able 
to spend a lot of time 
with her because, being 
around the children, I 
could carry (COVID-19) 
to her. It was a decision 
we kind of made togeth-
er, that I was going to do 
one more year, and that 
meant that I couldn’t see 
her but through a win-
dow … but I’m glad I did 
it because the fear has 
dissipated. As you can 
see, these are normal 

happy children—and 
that’s what they should 
be. And hopefully it’ll get 
even better before next 
year.”

Day’s mom relocated 
to Greene County years 
ago, after her husband 
passed away. Day said 
she’s looking forward 
to spending more time 
with her now that school 
is out for the summer 
and some of the COVID 
restrictions have been 
lifted.

“My mother—both 
my parents, really—were 
very much into support-
ing education,” Day said. 
“So when I said I never 
get to the laminator, my 
mom got me a lamina-
tor. Family support and 
community support like 
this—another reason 
I never left Greene is 
you cannot work with a 
better group of people. 
I taught and I volun-
teered before I became a 
teacher, and people here 
bind together. When you 
need something, they’re 
there—it is really a phe-
nomenal thing. … It’s 
been this way since I 
started teaching.”

After 42 years of pac-
ing the schools’ cement 
floors, Day said her hips 
and knees aren’t what 
they once were.

“I am much slower, 
but you know … the kids 
just jump in and do,” 

she said. “The other day 
they said to me, ‘if you 
don’t retire, we’ll do all 
your grading for you.’ 
We were over there eat-
ing and I said I needed 
to go get my clipboard; 
three of them jumped up 
and said ‘I’ll get it.’ They 
pitch in and help—they 
know we’ve had a good 
day and now we need to 
help clean up. Kindness 
and responsibility, those 
are the biggest things; 
that’s what we should be 
teaching.”

Day said teaching is 
absolutely an act of love 
and has nothing to do 
with the money.

“Someone who’s never 
taught, they’ll say to me, 
‘I don’t know how you 
can do this for so many 
years’,” Day said. “When 
you love it, and you know 
this is what you were 
born to do, then it’s not 
hard at all.” 

As for a favorite mem-
ory, Day says it’s impos-
sible to pick just one.

“Every day I have a 
new favorite memory; 
but if I had to pick a cat-
egory of favorite mem-
ories, it’s when I hear 
about the success of one 
of my students,” she said. 
“Like last night, when 
I posted (on Facebook) 
that this would be my last 
event, I had students I 
had taught that are in the 
Merchant Marines now 

and are CEOs of com-
panies answer me and 
tell me about things they 
remembered like this 
that we did … and to me 
that means more than 
anything. Those are the 
good memories—that 
they still have memories 
of school being fun.”

Dana Eastman, a 
retired teacher of 31 
years who has been vol-
unteering teaching sign 
language to Day’s class 
for the past five, first 
met Day when one of 
her grandchildren was in 
Day’s class.

“I’ve been in the 
school system 47 years 
now … and in all those 
years, I have worked with 
two master teachers; this 
is one of them,” Eastman 
said. “Ms. Day is phe-
nomenal and I’m so glad 
that one of my grandchil-
dren had her and every 
class I’ve helped her with 
over the last five years, 
it’s just been amazing the 
things she does. These 
are her children, and she 
loves every one of them 
… she is the only one 
that I would totally trust 
with every single child in 
the world.”

"Someone who’s never taught, they’ll say 
to me, ‘I don’t know how you can do this for 
so many years.’ When you love it, and you 
know this is what you were born to do, then 
it’s not hard at all.”

—Debbie Day, Ruckersville Elementary teacher

THROW BACK THURSDAY



By Kathleen Borrelli
Staff Writer

When Greene County 
Technical Education Center 
Principal Dr. Michael Ormsmith 
announced in March his inten-
tion to leave Greene County in 
order to become a school super-
intendent in South Dakota, the 
Greene County School Board 
knew it would have some rather 
large shoes to fill. Last month, 
the school system announced 
the appointment of Jess Peregoy 
as the new director of Career and 
Technical Education (CTE).

Peregoy has served the GCPS 
community for the past nine 
years as a CTE teacher in both 
the middle and high schools, 
during which time she was 
recognized for her innovative 
teaching practices, inclusive cul-
ture building and immersive use 
of technology in the education-
al setting, according to a press 
release. She has also served on 
multiple leadership committees 
and represented GCPS in profes-
sional capacities throughout the 
commonwealth.

“Peregoy’s dedication and 
passion for CTE makes her the 

ideal candidate for this role,” 
according to the release. “She 
consistently incorporates new 
and creative learning experienc-
es into her classroom in an effort 
to keep her students engaged 
and excited to learn. She is a 
strong proponent for project-
based learning and assessment, 
activities that encourage creativ-
ity and collaboration opportuni-
ties for students. Her approach 
to teaching maximizes students’ 
success. … She has always pos-
sessed an innate ability to forge 
strong connections with her col-
leagues, enabling collaboration 

on projects that enhance our 
students’ learning experiences.”

During her time at William 
Monroe, Peregoy has gratefully 
accepted every challenge that 
has come her way, whether it 
was coaching the esports team, 
helping to put together the year-
book or serving as coach for the 
high school robotics team.

“I definitely have kept myself 
pretty busy,” she laughed. “It 
goes down to having that ser-
vant’s heart, I guess—you want 
to show up for the people you 

By Kathleen Borrelli
Staff Writer

Two William Monroe Middle School 
students are first in the country for 
their National History Day (NHD) proj-
ect. Eighth-graders Caroline Bruton 
and Kayla Shaller took first place in the 
junior group documentary category with 
“Communicating Through Cell Walls: The 
Secret Correspondence of America POWs 
in Vietnam.”

Additionally, sixth-grader Mukund 
Marri came in eighth nationwide for 
junior individual documentary with his 
project “Navajo Code—The Unbreakable 

Code.” The three Monroe middle students 
were among 49 Virginians competing at 
the 2021 National History Day contest, 
which took place virtually in May and 
June, and competing against more than 
3,000 students from across the country.

“Similar to a science fair but for his-
tory, the National History Day Contest 
was founded in 1974 to inspire students 
to conduct original historical research,” 
according to a press release from the 
Virginia Museum of History & Culture. 
“Since its creation, the contest has grown 
into an international competition with 
more than half a million participants 
and thousands of dollars in scholarship 

awards and prizes annually.”
American documentary director and 

longtime supporter of NHD Ken Burns 
spoke to the award winners during the 
virtual awards ceremony June 19.

“History is what defines us and unites 
us as a country, and it is through under-
standing our past that we can make sense 
of and influence our present and future,” 
Burns said. “The power of history to bring 
people together, to foster unity and con-
nection, is one of the many reasons that I 
became a filmmaker. … I am continually 
impressed by the winners of these awards 
and excited for the future of the historical 
documentary field, knowing that those 

who win this award will be the vanguard 
of a new generation of filmmakers.”

National History Day accepts entries 
in 18 categories, including documentary 
films, exhibits, papers, performances and 
websites. The junior division is for middle 
school students while high school stu-
dents compete for scholarship money at 
the senior level. The theme for 2021 was 
“Communication in History: The Key to 
Understanding.”

This is the third year of NHD competi-
tion for Bruton and Shaller.

“In the past, the topics of their award-

Thousands come out for 
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Local Girl Scouts help with virtual summer camp. A3
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By Kathleen Borrelli
Staff Writer

Whether it’s the story 
about his trip to the 
Grand Canyon or an 
update on his family (he 
has 16 grandkids and 
nine great-grandkids, so 
far), Stanardsville’s Joel 
Warren will strike up a 
conversation with just 
about anybody. Next 
week, the Stanardsville 
Station will celebrate 
its grand opening with 
Warren at the helm—and 
daily opportunities for 
coffee and conversation 
will come to downtown 
Stanardsville, courtesy 
of Stanardsville United 
Methodist Church 
(SUMC).

“Right now with 
COVID going away, peo-
ple are just hungering for 
a community to be able 
to get together, to be able 
to just sit and chat and do 
things like we normally 
would be doing,” Warren 
said last week. “I’m not 
a Starbucks, but if some-
body’s coming through 
going to work and they 

want to grab a quick cup 
it only takes them a min-
ute.”

The building is at 126 
Main St., in between 
SUMC and the Greene 
County Record office and 
across Blakey Avenue 
from the Lafayette Inn. 
It was originally built 
as a service station 
in 1932 by C.G. Miller, 
according to the Greene 
County Historical 
Society. Most recently, 
it housed Stanardsville 
Auto Repair. In 2018, the 
owner decided to retire 
and approached SUMC 
about purchasing the 
space.

Warren, who worked 
for the telephone compa-
ny in southern Virginia for 
many years before relo-
cating to Stanardsville in 
2005, said his greatest joy 
in life is in the serendipi-
tous connections he has 
made through his philos-
ophy of striking up con-
versations with strangers.

“The world is a lot 
smaller than you think, 

...And the hOme Of the BrAve
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The Red, White, Blue n’ Greene Fourth of July event in Ruckersville offered some of the best fireworks seen in years—maybe 
ever. Thousands turned out for the event that featured two bands, foods, games for the kids and fireworks. See page A7 for pho-
tos from the parade down Main Street in Stanardsville. The event was free for entry and volunteers are needed for next year’s 
event. Visit the event’s Facebook page for information on how to get involved at www.facebook.com/RWBnG.

WMMS kids take 1st, 8th in nation for NHD

New Tech Center director brings multiple perspectives
Jess Peregoy is a CTE teacher, a coach, a parent and a former student

Stanardsville 
Station set to 
open July 12

See STATION, Page A3

COurTeSY pHOTO

Jess Peregoy will be the new principal 
at the Tech Center.See PEREGOY, Page A8



winning projects from 
previous district and state 
competitions include 
the triumph and trag-
edy of Bessie Coleman 
and child labor when 
they were in sixth grade 
and then last year they 
were breaking barriers 
with Penicillin and night 
witches,” recalled seventh-
grade Instructional Coach 
Allison Hughes. In 2020, 
Bruton took third place  for 
her individual documen-
tary, “Penicillin: Breaking 
Bacterial Barriers.”

“This year we encour-
aged them to work togeth-
er as a group,” Hughes 
continued. “Together, they 
tackled one of the most 
complex topics that we 
have ever had any student 
research. We can’t wait to 
see what they accomplish 
in high school.”

“ C o m m u n i c a t i n g 
Through Cell Walls” tells 
the stories of American 
Prisoners of War and the 
multitude of ways they 
found to communicate 
secretly while held captive 
during the Vietnam War.

“ C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
defines the very bonds that 
hold our society together,” 
Bruton and Shaller wrote 
in the process paper sub-
mitted with their video. 
“In a time of crisis, the 
strength of these bonds is 
tested. The POWs tested 
and exceeded the limits of 
language put upon them 
by the North Vietnamese. 
… It brought them togeth-
er when they were at 
their breaking points, and 
helped them carve their 
way out of North Vietnam 
together.”

At the state competi-
tion  in May, the pair was 
awarded the Naval Order 
of the United States Award. 
The NOUS encourages 
research and writing on 
naval and maritime sub-
jects and promotes the 
preservation of historic 
artifacts. Each year they 
award $200 to one senior 
division project and $100 
to a junior division proj-
ect that best explores naval 
history.

During the course of 
their research, Bruton and 
Shaller interviewed two 
POWs who shared per-
sonal stories about the use 
of Tap Code during the 
Vietnam War.

“Our interview with 
Commander Porter 
Halyburton (USN, 
Retired), a POW from 
1965 to 1973, was cru-
cial to our research and 
knowledge about the Tap 
Code and other commu-
nication,” the pair wrote 
in their paper. “We also 
interviewed Lt. Col. Dane 
Hanson (USMC, Retired), 
a SERE school graduate. 
This interview assisted us 

in our research about the 
school, whose curriculum 
has changed since the 
Vietnam War.”

According to Shaller, 
the pair read a book about 
Halyburton and reached 
out through his university 
in an attempt to set up a 
meeting with him. When 
he did not respond, Bruton 
located Halyburton’s 
address and the pair sent 
him a personal letter, to 
which he responded 
enthusiastically.

”It was very exciting 
to hear back from a for-
mer POW who we asked 
to interview about his 
experience using the Tap 
Code,” Bruton said. “In 
the interview, he shared 
personal stories that were 
very interesting and help-
ful for us in understanding 
our topic.”

Shaller said she enjoyed 
doing the research from 
the comfort of her home 
while learning remotely 
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“We didn’t have the 
help of teachers and that 
was a downside, but I was 
at home and I could just sit 
there in my pajama pants 
and do research,” she said.

“It was a little bit harder 
to get access to books, but 
we found a way,” Bruton 
agreed. “We bought some, 
so now I get to have them 
forever instead of just 
checking them out from 
the library.”

“They worked together 
at a distance and I think 
they have a lot to be proud 
of,” said Bruton’s dad dur-
ing a celebration at the 
school last week. “Porter 
Halyburton was really 
generous with his time; 
I eavesdropped on the 
interview. … It was cool 
that he was so willing to 
share his experience.”

This is the first year that 
a student from WMMS has 
placed first in the nation-
wide contest. According 
to one of the judges, “this 
documentary plays as 
richly and smoothly as 
many professional docu-
mentaries.”

For Marri, this was his 
first year competing in the 
junior division of NHD.

“When the pandemic 
changed our schedule, 
we struggled as teach-
ers whether to include 
sixth-graders,” Stephanie 
Hammer said. “We knew 
it was overwhelming, 
but we had a few stu-
dents that expressed an 
interest in having more 
of a challenge than what 
hybrid or virtual (learning) 
offered. Mukund was one 
of them. … As a finalist 
at the national level with 
his individual documen-
tary, Mukund was in the 
top 10 of over 100 of the 
best of the best individual 
documentaries from each 
state.”

Marri’s documentary 

explored how the Marine 
Corps recruited Navajo 
Code Talkers during World 
War II to serve as radio 
operators.

“I was watching a 
History Channel docu-
mentary on TV which 
talked about how an indig-
enous community played 
an important role in help-
ing the U.S. win World War 
II,” Marri said. “I went on 
to research more on how 
they helped the U.S. by 
developing secret code for 
military communication 
that was unbreakable.”

The Navajo Code 
Talkers were recruited in 
1941-42 by the U.S. Marine 
Corps for this mission 
because their language 
was so different from 
English that enemy sol-
diers could not decipher 
the messages that were 
being sent via radio.

“The National Archives 
turned out to be a great 
place for my research,” 
Marri wrote in his proj-
ect paper. “The primary 
source materials there 
described how Navajos 
were recruited, trained 
and later deployed on vari-
ous missions in the Pacific. 
I learned that Navajo is a 
tonal-based language 
with four tone levels and 
the meaning of a word 
depends upon the tone 
level used. I was surprised 
to know that even another 
Navajo cannot decipher 
the code without training.”

Marri’s documentary 
also describes how the 
Code Talkers were required 
to keep their work a secret 
for many decades after the 
end of the war.

“After WWII, the Navajo 
Code Talkers were told to 
keep their work a secret. 
Since the codes remained 
unbroken, the U.S. mili-
tary wanted to keep the 
program classified in case 
the Code Talkers were 
needed again in future 
wars,” Marri wrote. “It took 
until 1968 for the public to 
know them. The recogni-
tion of Code Talkers was 
slow. In 2001 President 
George W. Bush gave the 
Congressional Gold Medal 
to five of the original 29 
code talkers.”

Marri placed eighth 
in the nation for his indi-
vidual documentary, and 
said he definitely plans 
to enter the contest again 
next year.

“The Navajo Code 
Talkers is probably one of 
the most popular topics 
at National History Day,” 
wrote one judge. “This 
project, however, is one 
of the best on the topic I 
have had the privilege of 
judging.”

“I’m so proud of these 
kids and their passion to 
learn,” said Marri’s mom 
during the celebration. 
“When I was small, I was 
always into science and 
the STEM-related topics. 

I did not pay that much 
attention to history. But 
with the kids, I learned. 
In the last three years, I 
learned a lot which I never 
knew previously. All that 
credit goes to the teachers 
here.” Marri’s older broth-
er has previously compet-
ed in the senior division 
of NHD.

In addition to the stu-
dent awards, WMMS his-
tory teacher Stephanie 
Hammer received the 
Naval Historical Society’s 
Teacher of Distinction 
Award for 2021.

“This award is given to 
teachers of those students 
who place first, second or 
third nationally in their 
respective categories for 
projects with a naval or 
maritime theme,” accord-
ing to the press release. 
“Mrs. Hammer has par-
ticipated in NHD for more 
than 10 years and her stu-
dents always do excep-
tionally well at all levels of 
NHD competitions.”

“While we talk about 
awards for the stu-
dents, we think that Mrs. 

Hammer has done a really, 
really wonderful job—not 
just with these kids but in 
all the years since we’ve 
seen,” said Marri’s dad 
during the ceremony, pre-
senting Hammer with a 
potted orchid.

Hammer has partici-
pated in NHD since 2009, 
when her own daughter 
was in sixth grade.

“This is our 12th year. 
We’ve had two other stu-
dents place third [one 
was Bruton in 2020] but 
this is our first first-place 
(national) award,” she 
said. “National History 
Day is probably the reason 
why I’m still a teacher, and 
I appreciate Caroline and 
Kayla winning because 
that’s why I got the (Naval 
Historical Foundation) 
prize.”

Hammer’s prize comes 
with a $200 honorarium, 
a certificate of excellence 
and a three-year member-
ship to the Naval Historical 
Foundation.

During the celebra-
tion in the middle school 
library July 1, the students’ 

documentaries were 
screened for their parents 
and teachers and they 
were given homemade 
cupcakes and balloons.

“We cannot under-
estimate the impact this 
school year has had on 
our students,” said sixth-
grade U.S. History teacher 
Barbara Aszbach. “None 
of us will forget it; most 
certainly our students will 
not. But the three stu-
dents we are celebrating 
today—Mukund, Kayla 
and Caroline—have a 
unique experience among 
their peers. … Our three 
winners here today went 
beyond simple and fleshed 
out the idea of communi-
cation in a new way.”

Both documentaries 
will be available for view-
ing during the month 
of August at the Greene 
County Historical Society 
museum, 360 Main St. in 
Stanardsville. The record-
ing of the virtual awards 
ceremony is available on 
the NHD website, nhd.
org/virtual2021winners.
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For more information
please call the church
office at 540-672-3382

July 11, 2021 at 6:30 pm
ZION BAPTIST CHURCH
15316 Old Gordonsville Rd

Orange, VA 22960

FREE CONCERT!
A love offering will be

appreciated!

NHD
Continued from A1
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William Monroe Middle School students, left to right, Mukund Marri, Caroline Bruton and Kayla 
Shaller, were celebrated at the school last week for their hard work and placements during national 
History Day. Bruton’s and Shaller’s project won first in the nation for junior documentary. Marri 
earned eighth in the nation. This was Marri’s first time working on an nHD project.

113th JR O.U.A.M
Annual Elkton Field Day

Blue Ridge Park, Rt. 340 N. Elkton

Midway by Inners Shows No Pets/Service Dogs Only

Antique Tractor and Gas Engine Display Daily
All Exhibitors are welcome to display your antique Tractors or Gas Engines

Famous Fried Chicken - Fried Ham - Country Ham - Hamburgers
Barbeque - Hot Dogs - Funnel Cakes - Ice Cream

Flea Market

Thursday July 8th – Saturday July 10th
Plenty of Good Food, Music & Rides

Food Booths open 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. all three nights
Parade Friday July 9th at 7pm
Bluegrass Jam after the parade

Music Friday and Saturday

Ride all you can nightly arm bands
$5 off coupons available at

Elkton Area Business
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