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FRIDAy, SEpTEMBER 10, 2021

By ZEKE MILLER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

W A S H I N G T O N —
President Joe Biden on 
Thursday is announcing 
sweeping new federal 
vaccine requirements 
affecting as many as 100 
million Americans in an 
all-out effort to increase 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
and curb the surging 

delta variant that is kill-
ing thousands each week 
and jeopardizing the 
nation’s economic re-
covery.

The expansive rules 
mandate that all employ-
ers with more than 100 
workers require them 
to be vaccinated or test 
for the virus weekly, 
affecting about 80 mil-

lion Americans. And 
the roughly 17 million 
workers at health facili-
ties that receive federal 
Medicare or Medicaid 
also will have to be fully 
vaccinated.

Biden is also signing 
an executive order to 
require vaccination for 
employees of the execu-
tive branch and contrac-

tors who do business 
with the federal govern-
ment—with no option 
to test out. That covers 
several million more 
workers.

Biden was to announce 
the new requirements 
in a Thursday after-
noon address from the 
White House as part 

Biden unveils new federal vaccine mandates

ANDREw HARNIK / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Press secretary Jen Psaki previews 
President Biden’s plans Thursday.

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

More than 5,000 public 
school students and staff 
in the Fredericksburg area 
have been quarantined due 
to exposure to COVID-19 
since the 2021–22 school 
year began last month.

According to the CO-
VID-19 dashboards main-
tained by the five public 
school divisions in Planning 
District 16—Fredericksburg 
and Caroline, King George, 
Spotsylvania and Stafford 
counties—the total number 
of students and staff who 
have been quarantined is 
5,456.

The total number of posi-
tive COVID-19 cases across 
the five divisions is 1,084.

The local dashboards have 
been updated through Sept. 
5, except for King George, 
which on Thursday had been 
updated through the week of 
Aug. 23.

A smaller percentage of 
total cases were contract-
ed following exposure in 
school, according to the 
dashboards that reflect this 
information.

Only Fredericksburg and 
Stafford school districts 
report the number of cases 
that resulted from in-school 
exposure, but out of 582 
cases in those two school 
divisions, 44, or about 7.6 
percent, were contracted in 
school.

The new year began for 
most students the week of 
Aug. 9, except for Caroline 

COVID-19 
exposures 
affect 5K 
in schools
THOUSANDS OF LOCAL 
STAFF, STUDENTS HAVE 
BEEN QUARANTINED 

‘NOW I’m A STUDENT AT OXFORD’

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

In 2010, Bryant Lyttle was a 
“middling” senior at Orange 
County High School who’d had to 
repeat Algebra II and had not been 
accepted to any of the four-year 
colleges he’d applied to.

Today, he is finishing up a mas-
ter’s degree at Oxford University 
and plans to pursue a doctorate in 
cultural anthropology.

In between, he attended Ger-
manna Community College, and 
he credits Germanna with giving 
him the self-confidence to set 
off on a journey into the highest 
levels of academia.

”It’s been a crazy trip,” Lyttle 
said.

Lyttle was the first in his family 
to consider a post-high school de-
gree. His parents were supportive, 
but they didn’t have much to offer 

in the way of advice.
At Orange County High School, 

Lyttle said, there were too many 

Germanna grad’s 
journey ‘a crazy trip’

PHOTOS BY DAVE ELLIS / GERmANNA COmmUNITY COLLEGE 

Germanna alumnus Bryant Lyttle is continuing his education at Oxford University’s Linacre College.

Lyttle (middle of the second row) is pictured at Oxford’s Linacre 
College. He returned home to study virtually amid the pandemic.
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students and too few guidance 
counselors to provide the level of 
one-on-one support he needed.

”I was mostly on my own,” he 
said.

His math and science grades 
in high school weren’t great 
and colleges weren’t in a rush 
to accept him. The University 
of Virginia rejected him and so 
did George Mason and Virginia 
Tech.

Even if those schools had ac-
cepted him, it would have been 
difficult for him to afford tu-
ition, and to top it off, he wasn’t 
exactly sure what he wanted to 
study.

Lyttle did take a dual-en-
rollment class in high school 
and had earned some credits at 
Germanna. So, unsure what else 
to do, he applied to continue his 
studies there.

On the Germanna campus, 
he was surrounded by students 
who were older, who had more 
life or work experience and who 
came from different back-
grounds. It opened his eyes.

“Germanna was helpful in that 
it taught me how to be a student 
and it also provided me with a 
bit of a unique perspective that 
I wasn’t expecting,” Lyttle said. 
“It kind of let me put more value 
on practical experience than on 
academic experience.”

“Someone can get rejected 
from pretty much every four-
year school they apply to and still 
want to keep going and not let 
that deter them,” he continued. 
“Those are the kind of people 

I was surrounded with at Ger-
manna.”

Lyttle said Germanna wasn’t 
an easy ride for him. His favorite 
professor failed him, he recalled.

“He was tough, but fair,” Lyttle 
said. “Even though I had diffi-
culty in his class, because I was 
making an effort, he never made 
me feel stupid or less than when 
I was struggling. I was apprecia-
tive of that attitude.”

Lyttle earned an associate 
degree in general studies with 
a specialization in psychology 
and spent some time in the work 
force as a security guard.

Then he applied and was ac-
cepted to George Mason Uni-
versity. While there, he received 
a letter informing him that his 
high GPA made him eligible for a 
study abroad program at Oxford 
University.

“I thought, ‘Why not?’ “ Lyttle 
said.

He was accepted into the pro-
gram and spent a semester in 
2018 studying at the oldest and 
one of the most prestigious uni-
versities in the English-speaking 
world.

“I just loved the whole expe-
rience,” Lyttle said. “So once 
I graduated George Mason, I 
thought, ‘I’ll just apply there 
for graduate school. What’s the 
harm?’ ”

He applied for a degree pro-
gram in cultural anthropology 
and was accepted into Linacre 
College—one of the 39 semi-
independent colleges that make 
up Oxford University. Linacre 
is one of Oxford’s most diverse 
colleges in terms of its member-
ship, which represents 133 differ-

ent countries—and it has other 
similarities with Germanna, 
Lyttle said.

“[Linacre’s] motto is ‘No end 
to learning,’ and I got that from 
Germanna as well—that learn-
ing is a journey,” he said.

Lyttle spent the first year of 
his graduate program in England, 
but when the COVID-19 pan-
demic arrived, he had to return 
home to Orange County and con-
tinue his studies online.

He’s now finishing up his 
thesis—a meta-analysis of exist-
ing ethnographies, or scientific 
descriptions of the customs of 
individual cultures, to determine 
what makes them worth reading 
to other cultures.

He’s been receiving emails to 
apply for scholarships to contin-
ue his work at the doctorate level 
and he plans to follow through on 
that once the pandemic is over.

Lyttle said his dream is to work 
for the U.S. Institute of Peace, a 
national, nonpartisan institute 
founded by Congress in 1984 
to promote nonviolent conflict 
resolution around the world.

“It would be thrilling to work 
with them,” he said.

Lyttle said he hopes his story 
inspires others to consider Ger-
manna as their “second chance.”

“If you have the desire to move 
forward, community college is 
your second chance in a lot of 
ways,” he said. “I wasn’t a great 
high school student, but because 
Germanna gave me the chance 
that four-year colleges wouldn’t, 
now I’m a student at Oxford.”
Adele Uphaus–Conner: 540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele
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Bryant Lyttle studied at Germanna Community College, George Mason and Oxford University.

of a new “action plan” to 
address the latest rise in 
coronavirus cases and 
the stagnating pace of 
COVID-19 shots that has 
raised doubts among the 
public over his handling of 
the pandemic.

Just two months ago 
Biden prematurely de-
clared the nation’s “inde-
pendence” from the virus. 
Now, despite more than 
208 million Americans 
having at least one dose 
of the vaccines, the U.S. 
is seeing about 300 per-
cent more new COVID-19 
infections a day, about 
two-and-a-half times 
more hospitalizations, and 
nearly twice the number 
of deaths compared to the 
same time last year.

Biden’s plans were pre-
viewed Thursday after-
noon by White House 
press secretary Jen Psaki 
and other senior admin-
istration officials ahead of 
the speech.

After months of using 
promotions to drive the 
vaccination rate, Biden is 
taking a much firmer hand, 
as his aides blame people 
who have not yet received 
shots for the sharp rise in 
cases that is killing more 
than 1,000 people per day 
and imperiling a fragile 
economic rebound.

Psaki said Biden’s “over-
arching objective here is 
to reduce the number of 
unvaccinated Americans,” 
noting about 80 million 
adults remain unvacci-
nated.

An AP–NORC poll con-
ducted in August found 
that 54 percent of Ameri-
cans approved of Biden’s 
stewardship of the public 
health crisis, down from 
66 percent the month be-
fore, driven by a drop in 
support from Republicans 
and political indepen-
dents.

In addition to the vac-
cination requirements, 
Biden is moving to double 
federal fines for airline 
passengers who refuse to 
wear masks on flights or 
to maintain face covering 
requirements on federal 
property in accordance 
with Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
guidelines.

Biden was also to an-
nounce that the federal 
government will work 
to increase the supply of 
virus tests, and that the 
White House has secured 
concessions from retail-
ers including Walmart, 
Amazon, and Kroger to 
sell at-home testing kits at 

cost beginning this week.
The administration is 

also to send additional 
federal support to assist 
schools in safely operat-
ing, including additional 
funding for testing. And 
Biden will call for large 
entertainment venues and 
arenas to require vaccina-
tions or proof of a negative 
test for entry.

The requirement for 
large companies to man-
date vaccinations or week-
ly testing for employees 
will be enacted through 
a forthcoming rule from 
the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administra-
tion that carries penalties 
of $14,000 per violation, 
an administration official 
said. The White House did 
not immediately say when 
it would take effect, but 
said workers would have 
sufficient time to get vac-
cinated.

The rule would also re-
quire that large companies 
provide paid time off for 
vaccination.

Meanwhile, the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services will extend a 
vaccination requirement 
issued earlier this summer 
—for nursing home staff 
—to other healthcare set-
tings including hospitals, 
home-health agencies and 
dialysis centers.

Separately, the Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services will re-
quire vaccinations in 
Head Start Programs, as 
well as schools run by 
the Department of De-
fense and Bureau of Indian 
Education, affecting about 
300,000 employees.

Biden’s order for ex-
ecutive branch workers 
and contractors includes 
exceptions for workers 
seeking religious or medi-
cal exemptions from vac-
cination, according to 
Psaki. Federal workers 
and contractors will have 
75 days to get fully vacci-
nated. Workers who don’t 
comply will be referred 
to their agencies’ human 
resources departments for 
counseling and discipline, 
to include potential termi-
nation.

“We would like to be a 
model” to other organiza-
tions and business around 
country, Psaki said of the 
federal workforce. The 
AP–NORC poll found 55 
percent of Americans in 
favor of requiring govern-
ment workers to be fully 
vaccinated, compared 
with 21 percent opposed.

Biden has encouraged 
COVID-19 vaccine re-
quirements in settings 
like schools, workplaces 
and university campuses.

BIdEN
► FROM A1

evan vUCCi / assOCiaTeD Press

President Joe Biden’s new vaccine requirements  
may affect as many as 100 million Americans. 

County, which began Aug. 
16.

Stafford, the largest lo-
cal school division, with 
close to 30,000 students 
and over 4,000 staff, has 
the most number of total 
cases at 487, followed by 
Spotsylvania—which has 
just over 24,000 students 
and 3,200 staff—with 322 
total cases.

Fredericksburg, King 
George and Caroline—all 
smaller divisions with 
between 3,500 and 4,700 
students—report 95, 94 
and 86 total cases, respec-
tively.

Though Stafford has 
had more total cases than 

Spotsylvania, 2,396 stu-
dents have been quaran-
tined in Spotsylvania as 
compared with 1,872 in 
Stafford.

The number of cases 
and quarantines in Staf-
ford has continued to grow 
each week of school, while 
both cases and quaran-
tines dropped in Freder-
icksburg and King George 
between the two most 
recent weeks reported.

Spotsylvania’s dash-
board shows only data for 
the most recent week and 
the cumulative number 
of cases and quarantines 
since the beginning of 
school.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973
auphaus@freelancestar.com
@flsadele
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By ALAN FRAM 
assOCiaTeD Press

WASHINGTON—House 
Democrats began pushing 
plans for providing paid 
family and medical leave, 
easing cl imate change 
and bolstering education 
through House commit-
tees Thursday as they 
battled Republicans and 
among themselves over 
President Joe Biden’s $3.5 
trillion vision for reshap-
ing federal priorities.

Five committees worked 
on their slices of the 10-
year proposal, early steps 
in what looms as a fraught 
autumn for Democrats 
hoping to enact a remark-
able range of major policy 
changes. They face not 
only solid GOP opposi-
tion but internal divisions 
among progressives and 
moderates in a Congress 
they control so narrowly 
that they can afford only 
three House defections, 
none in the Senate.

“We have a once-in-a-
generation chance to make 
transformative, benefi-
cial change,” said House 
Ways and Means Com-
mittee Chairman Richard 
Neal, D-Mass., as his tax-
writing panel debated its 
pivotal chunk of the volu-
minous legislation. “This 

is our moment to lay a new 
foundation of opportunity 
for the American people.”

Republicans cast the 
still-evolving measure 
as an economy killer that 
would raise taxes, cost 
jobs, worsen federal debt 
and make people increas-
ingly reliant on govern-
ment. In a signal of the 
broad political potency 
they believe the chaotic 
U.S. withdrawal from 
Afghanistan offers, they 
repeatedly conjured that 
image to belittle Demo-
crats’ economic plans.

“Following the humili-
ating Afghanistan surren-
der, now President Biden 
is leading America on an 
economic surrender to 
China, Russia, Europe and 
the Middle East,” said the 
top Republican on Ways 
and Means, Rep. Kevin 
Brady of Texas.

At a sixth committee, 
Democrats controlling the 
House Energy and Com-
merce panel unveiled new 
details supporting Biden’s 
push to wean power plants 
off climate-damaging 
fossil fuels by 2035. That 
included $150 billion in 
grants for utilities in-
vesting in cleaner en-
ergy sources plus millions 
of dollars in penalties 

for companies that don’t 
boost clean electricity 
output by at least 4 per-
cent annually.

They also released their 
blueprint for retooling 
Medicare, Medicaid, chil-
dren’s health insurance 
and the 2010 health care 
law. There were few sur-
prises, but the proposals, 
which face votes next 
week, underscored Demo-
crats’ intent to reinforce 
the pillars of the nation’s 
health care system with 
new benefits, lower costs 
and expanded insurance 
coverage.

In an early manifesta-
tion of unrest, one Dem-
ocrat on the Ways and 
Means panel voted against 
the first two sections of 
her party’s bill after com-
plaining that lawmakers 
lacked information on 
its cost and hadn’t been 
shown key portions deal-
ing with taxes and pre-
scription drug prices.

Moderate Rep. Stepha-
nie Murphy, D–Fla., is 
co-chair of the House Blue 
Dog Coalition, a centrist 
group whose members 
include some of Congress’ 
most conservative Demo-
crats. On one of those 
votes, outgoing moderate 
Rep. Ron Kind, D-Wis., 

joined her in voting “no.”
“I don’t know how much 

we’re spending, how much 
we’re raising, how we’re 
spending some of the 
money and how we’re 
raising any of the mon-
ey,” Murphy told her col-
leagues.

Democrats have said 
they will pay for much of 
the overall bill by rais-
ing taxes on the rich and 
corporations. They’ve 
said no one earning under 
$400,000 annually would 
face higher levies.

By Thursday afternoon 
Neal had not released 
details of any revenue pro-
posals, including the tax 
boosts or some tax cuts 
his party wants to use to 
help ease people’s costs 
for health care and other 
needs.

Also not provided were 
Neal’s plans to let Medi-
care save money by ne-
gotiating prices they pay 
for prescription drugs, 
another way they hope to 
raise money for the bill’s 
priorities.

Moderate Democrats—
most prominently Sens. 
Joe Manchin of West Vir-
ginia and Kyrsten Sinema 
of Arizona—have said the 
bill’s proposed $3.5 trillion 
cost is too high. 

House Democrats begin moving parts  
of Biden $3.5 trillion domestic plans
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thousands participate in pride parade

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Rainbows were ev-
erywhere in downtown 
Fredericksburg on Sat-
urday.

Rainbow flags f lut-
tered from lamp posts 
along Caroline, Wil-
liam and Princess Anne 
streets and rainbows 
brightened stickers, 
shirts, socks, T-shirts, 
shoes, tutus, capes and 
sunglasses worn by the 
several thousand who 
marched in the largest 
Pride parade the city has 
seen.

“This makes me very 
proud of Fredericks-
burg,” said Mayor Mary 
Katherine Greenlaw, 
surveying the colorful 
scene.

June is Pride Month, 

when LGBTQ commu-
nities around the world 
celebrate the freedom 
to be themselves, honor 
those who struggled and 
died for that freedom and 
advocate for greater ac-
ceptance going forward.

Saturday’s Pride event 

and parade was the first 
event hosted by Freder-
icksburg Pride, an orga-
nization that achieved 
registered nonprofit 
status in March, founder 
Meegana Henry said.

“We just want to give 
the community infor-

mation about who we 
are,” Henry said. “Ev-
erybody knows some-
one in the LGBTQ com-
munity, whether or not 
they know they do.”

The Pride event started 
at 10 a.m. with a festival 
in Maury Park, with ven-
dors, entertainment and 
booths providing infor-
mation and resources for 
the LGBTQ community.

The march began at 
1 p.m. at City Dock.

“Growing up here in 
Fredericksburg, we didn’t 
have this,” Henry told 
the masses of people—
those who identify as 
LGBTQ and their al-
lies—assembling for the 
march. “There has been 
a lot of change. There is 
a lot of love and a lot of 

Celebration fills area 
with love, awareness

charles castelly (center) dances with the crowd 
at the pride event at Maury park on saturday.

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

When Mark Thaden 
first arrived at the Uni-
versity of Mary Wash-
ington in the late 1990s, 
the campus LGBTQ 
group met quietly, be-
hind closed doors, in 
an upstairs room of the 

campus center.
“It was a social group, 

but it was very much 
about support,” said 
Thaden, a 2002 gradu-
ate of UMW who is now 
the university’s execu-
tive director of alumni 
relations.

Pride through the yearS: 
uMW StudentS CoLLeCt 
LgBtQ aLuMni StorieS

FILE / REzA MARVASHTI

students stand in silent opposition to 
Westboro Baptist church members just before 
a performance of ‘the Laramie project.’

SEE PRIDE, A5

SEE UMW, A5

VIRGINIA’S Com-
monwealth Trans-
portation Board got 

an update on the impact 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
had on transportation in 
the state—changes that 
could lead to major adjust-
ments for the future of 
planning.

Laura Schewel, CEO of 
Streetlight Data, told the 
board the impacts could 
be long-lasting. Street-

light collects and analyzes 
traffic data across the U.S.

While traffic dropped 
during the pandemic, 
there were more fatal 
crashes in 2020 compared 
with previous years, 
especially incidents that 
included speed, alcohol 
and unrestrained pas-

sengers.
Other pandemic 

negatives included the 
decreased need for and 
use of transit and carpools 
and low-income residents 
having to spend more on 
transportation.

On the positive side, the 
data show traffic moved 

faster in a post-COVID-19 
world and more people 
started walking and bik-
ing.

Also, Schewel noted, 
the drop in traffic indicate 
less need to expand the 
roadway system. A traffic 
rebound to pre-pandemic 
levels could make this 

concept irrelevant.
That rebound stunned 

traffic experts, Schewel 
said.

She pointed out that 
new traffic patterns also 
show shifts from the 
traditional commuting 

COVID transportation changes could be lasting in region
getting 

there
Scott Shenk

SEE SHEnK, A5

By TERRy SPENCER  
AND RUSS ByNUM
ASSOCIATED PRESS

surFside, Fla. — Families 
of the missing visited the 
scene of the Florida condo 
building collapse Sunday 
as rescuers kept digging 
through the mound of 
rubble and clinging to hope 
that someone could yet 
be alive somewhere under 
the broken concrete and 
twisted metal.

The death toll rose by 
just four people, to a total 
of nine confirmed dead. 
But after almost four full 
days of search-and-rescue 
efforts, more than 150 
additional people were 
still missing in Surfside. 
No one has been pulled 
alive from the pile since 
Thursday, hours after the 
collapse.

Some f a m i l ies  h ad 
hoped their visit would 
allow them to shout mes-
sages to loved ones pos-
sibly buried deep inside 
the pile.

Buses brought several 

groups of relatives to a 
place where they could 
view the pile and the res-
cuers at work. As relatives 
returned to a nearby hotel, 
several paused to embrace 
as they got off the bus. 
Others walked slowly with 
arms around each other 
back to the hotel entrance.

“We are just waiting 
for answers. That’s what 
we want,” said Dianne 
Ohayon, whose parents, 
Myriam and Arnie Notkin 
were in the building. “It’s 
hard to go through these 
long days and we haven’t 
gotten any answers yet.”

Israeli Diaspora Affairs 
Minister Nachman Shai, 
who visited with family 
members, led a humani-
tarian delegation to Surf-
side that included several 
Israeli experts in search-
and-rescue operations. He 
said the experts have told 
him of cases where survi-
vors were found after 100 
hours or more.

“So don’t lose hope, 
that’s what I would say. 
But you have everyone 
understanding the longer 

By TAFT COGHILL JR.
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A Stafford County man 
is dead and a suspect is in 
custody af-
ter a shoot-
ing Satur-
day night on 
Wellington 
Lakes Drive 
in Freder-
icksburg.

A 911 call 
repor t i ng 
the shooting in the 100 
block of Wellington Lakes 
Drive came in at approxi-
mately 10:30 p.m., accord-

ing to the Fredericksburg 
Police Department.

Officers responded to 
the area and found Chi-
nonso Ibe, 39, of Stafford 
County with a gunshot 
wound. Ibe was transport-
ed to a nearby hospital, 
where he was pronounced 
dead.

In the early morning 
hours on Sunday, Jacquin 
Davis, 45, was arrested 
and charged with second-
degree murder and use of 
a firearm in commission 
of a felony, according to a 

Suspect arrested in 
Stafford man’s death

davis

SEE SLAyInG, A5

9 confirmed dead 
in condo collapse
FAMILy MEMBERS VISIT 
SITE OF FLA. TRAGEDy, 
WAIT FOR ANSWERS

WILFREDO LEE / ASSOCIATED PRESS

crews work in the rubble at the champlain towers 
south condo in surfside, Fla., on sunday. 

SEE COnDO, A4

PHOTOS BY SUzANNE CARR ROSSI

the Fredericksburg pride event kicked off saturday morning with a festival in Maury park, followed 
by a parade with several thousand marching along caroline street in downtown Fredericksburg.
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support. But there’s more 
work to do.”

Henry introduced guest 
speaker Quinn Fontaine, 
a transgender actor and 
comedian. Fontaine spoke 
about being seven years 
into his transition from 
female to male.

“And I am seven years 
sober,” he said. “It gets 
better.”

Fontaine also intro-
duced his mom, Nancy 
Cook, whom he called “his 
number one fan.”

“I’ve also been her num-
ber one challenge,” he said. 
“But now, all of her friends 
have reached out to her 
to ask, ‘How do I love my 
LGBTQ family member?’”

Cook told the audience 
that she asked herself a 
simple question.

“I thought to myself, 
‘I loved him before, why 
don’t I love him now?’ she 
recalled. “And it was that 
simple.”

As the parade started, 
organizers asked partici-
pants to stay on the right 
side of the street—but 
by the time the parade 

reached Caroline Street, it 
had spilled into both sides 
with no resistance.

Cynthia McKenna, rec-
tor at Trinity Episcopal 
Church on College Av-
enue, marched with mem-
bers of her congregation.

“The Christian church 
in general has been very 

hard on the LGBTQ com-
munity,” she said. “We 
are trying to set that right. 
God loves everyone and 
we believe in equality and 
inclusion.”

Broadway Harris, one 
of the event’s organizers, 
told those marching that 
their ability to be proud 

of themselves could be an 
inspiration to those who 
are still scared.

“When you get to be 
yourself, you can breathe 
easier,” he said.

Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele

FROM THE FRONT PAGE

Friends and family members also marched in the 
Pride parade along Caroline Street to support them.

PRIDE
► FROM A1

Venus Vargas (left) and Inti Mooney–Guerra attend 
the Fredericksburg Pride event held at Maury Park 
in downtown Fredericksburg on Saturday.

Thaden said he was 
not out when he came to 
UMW from rural Mary-
land and a small, Catholic 
high school. At the club 
carnival early his fresh-
man year, he was excited 
to see that there was an 
LGBTQ campus group, but 
he was too nervous at first 
to approach members.

Luckily, a friend signed 
him up to receive the 
group’s emails and the 
meetings became forma-
tive in his journey toward 
self-acceptance.

“That’s where I started 
feeling more comfortable, 
being with people who 
were comfortable with 
themselves,” Thaden said. 
“That’s where I started 
feeling like it was OK.”

Thaden’s memories and 
those of two dozen other 
LGBTQ alumni were re-
corded and transcribed in 
2019 by students in Asso-
ciate Professor Erin Dev-
lin’s Oral History seminar.

“Oral history is a pow-
erful tool for amplifying 
the voices of individuals, 
especially those who have 
been marginalized,” Dev-
lin said. “This collection 
will benefit all of us as we 
work to more fully capture 
the diversity of experi-
ences at UMW.”

The recordings are now 
part of UMW Libraries’ 

Special Collections and 
University Archives. They 
were released to the pub-
lic this year during Pride 
Month, which is celebrat-
ed in June.

In his role as director of 
alumni relations, Thaden 
helped recruit “narra-
tors” to participate in the 
project by reaching out 
to members of the newly 
created LGBTQ Alumni 
Affinity Group.

The narrators’ experi-
ences span decades, from 
the late 1960s through the 
2010s, and some have dif-
ficult stories to tell.

“This is not about sug-
ar-coating or revisionist 
history,” Thaden said. 
“It’s really about capturing 
these people’s experiences 
and memories for future 
generations.”

For Thaden, the LGBTQ 
group was small and kept a 
low profile, but it existed. 
Twenty years earlier, LG-
BTQ students did not have 
even that small safe space.

Narrator Greg Stull, a 
1983 graduate of UMW 
and now the university’s 
theater director, said a 
friend of his worked to 
establish a club for queer 
students, but met with 
resistance.

“A lex  used  to  post 
things on the residence 
hall bulletin board and 
they would be torn down,” 
Stull told UMW student 
Kyle Moore in his inter-
view for the project. “It 

was not a very welcom-
ing environment at that 
time.”

Thaden said the group 
might have continued 
to operate under the ra-
dar were it not for the 
1998 murder of Matthew 
Shepard, a gay University 
of Wyoming student who 
was beaten and left to die 
from his injuries.

“That brutal murder 
was something that we as 
a club discussed,” Thaden 
said. “We decided that 
we need to be more out 
and proud, and somewhat 
activist. We need to make 
sure we’re being seen and 
accepted.”

The group changed its 
name to PRISM—People 
for the Rights of Individu-
als of Sexual Minorities—
and still exists today.

One of the first “bold” 
events PRISM hosted in 
the early 2000s was a drag 
show.

“We didn’t know if any-
one would actually show 
up,” Thaden said. “We 
had no idea. But it sold 
out. There was a line down 
Campus Walk to get in.”

The drag show has be-
come an annual event 
for PRISM, along with 
hosting campus-wide ob-
servances of Coming Out 
Day and Day of Silence.

In 2003, UMW theater, 
under Stull’s direction, 
presented “The Laramie 
Project,” a play about the 
Matthew Shepard murder. 
Members of the West-
boro Baptist Church—a 
hate group that’s not af-
filiated with any Baptist 
denomination—came to 

Fredericksburg to protest 
the production.

Stu l l  sa id he asked 
UMW administrators to 
let the students lead the 
university’s response to 
the Westboro members 
and they agreed. Students 
organized a silent, candle-
light vigil across College 
Avenue from the protest.

In his interview, Stull 
calls this event a “wa-
tershed moment” for the 
university.

“I thought it was a re-
ally important moment 
because our students 
were standing up for what 
is right, and doing the 
right thing, and standing 
up for gay students,” he 
said. “I was really proud 
of our students for their 
response.”

UMW—which used to 
send women to student 

court for wearing pants, 
according to 1969 gradu-
ate Iris Harrell—has come 
a long way, said Thaden, 
who returned to Freder-
icksburg in 2011 to start 
his job in alumni rela-
tions.

“I am constantly sur-
prised at how much diver-
sity is embraced now,” he 
said. “As a person who is 
a member of the LGBTQ 
community and an alum 
and someone who is there 
every day, I have never felt 
safer and more accepted 
than at Mary Washing-
ton.”

Listen to all interviews 
from the Alumni Oral 
History Project at umw.
access.preservica.com.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele
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submitted 

Mark Thaden (second row, second from left) seen 
with members of PRISM in the late 90s/early 00s.

submitted 

A performer at UMW’s first drag show in 2002.

with morning and evening 
peaks to more traffic 
midday and later in the 
evening. Data also show 
less traffic in urban cores.

“Everyone was shocked 
at the VMT recovery,” 
even though fewer people 
were driving to work, 
school and the like, she 
said. “None of our be-
havioral models would’ve 
come out right,” which 
shows transportation 
experts don’t really have a 
grasp on driver behavior.

With the volatile traffic 
trends, Schewel believes 
transportation planners 
will need to adjust.

The changes in travel 

patterns could have “huge 
implications for planning, 
for modeling,” she said. 
“And it has huge impli-
cations for the speed of 
transportation.”

Schewel noted that 
current traffic figures 
shouldn’t serve as a base-
line for any kind of new 
normal.

Instead, she said more 
typical baseline transpor-
tation patterns might not 
emerge until the October 
time frame.

TRaffIc shIfT sET aT u.s. 1 
bRIDgE PRojEcT

A lane shift is set for 
Tuesday on U.S. 1 at the 
Potomac Creek bridge 
work zone in Stafford 
County.

Southbound traffic will 
be shifted slightly to the 
left to cross the creek, 
using what will eventually 
be the northbound lanes 
of the span. The move will 
allow crews to build the 
southbound lanes of the 
bridge.

The traffic pattern, 
with four lanes open, will 
remain in place until the 
project is completed in 
July 2022. There will be 
single-lane closures peri-
odically during the work.

The $6.9-million proj-
ect is replacing the struc-
turally deficient bridge, 
which was built in 1930.

About 21,000 vehicles 
cross the bridge daily, ac-
cording to VDOT.
Scott Shenk: 540/374-5436 
sshenk@freelancestar.com

shENK
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police department news 
release. The release did 
not say what led to the 
shooting.

Davis is being held at the 
Rappahannock Regional 
Jail without bond.

Last Monday, a man was 
stabbed in the side in the 
same block of Wellington 
Lakes Drive, which is off of 
Lafayette Boulevard.

Jermaine A. Conway, 
42, of no fixed address is 
charged with aggravated 
malicious wounding in 
that case. The victim re-
mains hospitalized.
Taft Coghill Jr: 540/374-5526 
tcoghill@freelancestar.com 
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By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
tHe FRee LANCe–stAR

The Fredericksburg Re-
gional Food Bank is pro-
viding free meals for kids 
18 and younger at multiple 
sites throughout the com-
munity on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays this summer.

All participating sites 
are serving grab-and-go 
meals for children. No 
registration or sign-up 
is necessary and parents 
and guardians can pick up 
meals for their children 
when children can’t be 
present.

Kids on the Go is at 
three sites in Caroline 
County: the Carol ine 
Family YMCA from noon 
to 1:30 p.m., the Lady-

smith Community Center 
from noon to 1 p.m. and 
Oxford Mount Zion Bap-
tist Church from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

 In Spotsylvania Coun-
ty, meals will be distrib-
uted at Salem Church 
Library from 11:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and at East-
land United Methodist 
Church from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.

Delivery in Stafford be-
gins June 29 at Garrison 
Woods from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m.

All Kids on the Go sites 
will operate through Aug. 
12.

Members of the com-
munity can also find a 
meal site by texting “food” 
to 877-877 or visiting fns.

usda.gov/meals4kids for 
an interactive map.

In addition, the region-
al Food Bank has sched-
uled three upcoming 
drive-thru food distribu-
tion opportunities for the 
community: the Freder-
icksburg Expo Center this 
Monday, June 28, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Caro-
line Middle School on 
Wednesday, July 7, from 
3–5 p.m. and Lifepoint 
Church in Spotsylvania 
on Saturday, July 10, from 
10 a.m. to noon.

Visit fredfood.org or 
download the Food Bank’s 
app for more information.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
540/735-1973 
auphaus@freelancestar.com 
@flsadele

Fredericksburg Regional Food 
Bank’s Kids on the Go now open C A M A R I L L O ,  C a l i f . 

(AP)— The average U.S. 
price of regular-grade 
gasoline rose 2 cents over 
the past two weeks to 
$3.15 per gallon.

Industry analyst Trilby 
Lundberg of the Lund-
berg Survey said Sunday 
that the uptick is about 
one-third of the amount 

that crude oil prices rose 
over the same timeframe. 
A similar rise is likely 
to occur in the coming 
days, and additional price 
hikes in the future may be 
larger as wholesale prices 
increase and some states’ 
fuel taxes grow begin-
ning July 1.

Nationwide, the highest 

average price for regular-
grade gas is in the San 
Francisco Bay Area at $4.33 
per gallon. The lowest 
average is in Baton Rouge, 
La., at $2.63 per gallon.

The average price of 
diesel in the survey taken 
Friday was $3.27 a gal-
lon, up 2 cents from two 
weeks earlier.

Average U.S. gas price rises to $3.15 a gallon

PHOtOs bY suzANNe CARR ROssi

Kasey Roper (left) and Sydney Montgomery (right) march in the Pride Parade.
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By ERIC TUCKER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H INGTON—The 
Justice Department has 
recovered most of a mul-
timillion-dollar ransom 
payment made to hack-
ers after a cyberattack 

that caused the operator 
of the nation’s largest 
fuel pipeline to halt its 
operations last month, 
officials said Monday.

The operation to re-
cover the cryptocurrency 
from the Russia-based 
hacker group is the first 

undertaken by a spe-
cialized ransomware 
task force created by the 
Biden administration 
Justice Department, and 
reflects a rare victory as 
U.S. officials scramble 
to confront a rapidly ac-
celerating ransomware 

threat that has targeted 
critical industries around 
the world.

“By going after the en-
tire ecosystem that fuels 
ransomware and digital 
currency, we will contin-
ue to use all of our tools 
and all of our resources 

to increase the costs and 
the consequences of ran-
somware attacks and 
other cyber-enabled at-
tacks,” Deputy Attorney 
General Lisa Monaco said 
at a news conference an-
nouncing the operation.

U.S. recovers pipeline ransom payment

SEE PIPELInE, A5

TecHNOlOGy BRINGS STUDeNTS TOGeTHeR

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

One of things students at 
Green Valley, a primary school 
in central Uganda, wanted to 
know about Kelley Kruzel’s 
fifth grade class at Kate Waller 
Barrett in Stafford County 
was, “Do you have any tradi-
tional dances?”

“We had just danced the 
Macarena and the Cha Cha 

Slide at the school talent show, 
so we talked about those and 
sent them a video,” Kruzel 
said with a laugh.

The Green Valley students 
wanted to share one of their 
traditional dances, a kiganda 
dance they would use to wel-
come visitors to their village. 
They stayed after school for 
three hours—until 9 p.m.—
rehearsing and performing the 
dance with drums and other 

traditional instruments.
“It was just beautiful,” Kru-

zel said. “When my kids saw 
the video, one boy said, ‘If I 
had known what they were go-
ing to do, I would have worked 
harder at the Macarena.’ ”

Kruzel’s class meets for 
once-a-week video chats with 
Tugavune Ronnie Wilson’s 
fifth grade class at Green Val-
ley Child Care Primary School 
in Uganda since March and 

Kruzel said the experience has 
“opened up my kids’ eyes for 
sure.”

“They have learned not to 
feel sorry for others, but to 
have empathy,” she said.

Empatico, a free web tool 
that matches classrooms 
around the world, connected 
the two teachers.

Kruzel said she registered 

Fifth graders in Stafford 
find video pals in Uganda

SUBmITTED 

Kelley Kruzel’s fifth grade class at Kate Waller Barrett elementary has weekly video chats with fifth graders in Uganda. 

By ADELE UPHAUS–CONNER
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Fredericksburg City 
Public Schools has es-
tabl ished attendance 
zones for Hugh Mercer 
and Lafayette elementary 
schools, which will both 
serve students in kinder-
garten through fifth grade 
this upcoming school 
year.

Both city elementary 
schools are becoming K–5 
schools for the 2021–22 

school year to alleviate 
overcrowding. Hugh Mer-
cer, which has housed 
grades K–2, has had close 
to 1,000 students in recent 
years and Lafayette had 
nearly 800 in grades 3–5.

The dividing line for 
the attendance zones is 
William Street and State 
Route 3. Students living 
in neighborhoods north of 
William Street, including 
those in and around Cen-
tral Park, will attend Hugh 

Mercer, while those south 
of William Street, includ-
ing Idlewild, will attend 
Lafayette.

“We spent a lot of time 
on this,” said Matthew 
Eberhardt, deputy super-
intendent. “It was very 
important to us that the 
zones be balanced and 
easy to understand. We 
didn’t want something we 
couldn’t explain quickly.”

Mike George, chief op-
erations and informa-

tion officer for the city 
school division, pointed to 
Freddy Donuts and Soup 
and Taco II, two busi-
nesses on William Street, 
as examples families can 
use to visualize the two 
attendance zones.

“Freddy Donuts would 
go to Hugh Mercer and 
Soup and Taco, across 
the street, would go to 
Lafayette,” he said. “Simi-
larly, the University of 

City restructures elementaries, sets attendance zones

PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE-STAR

Students who live south of William Street and State 
Route 3 will attend lafayette elementary School 
under the city school system’s new zoning plan.SEE CITy SCHOOLS, A5

SEE UGAnDA, A5

By KEITH EPPS
THE FREE LANCE–STAR

A 34-year-old Stafford Coun-
ty man has been charged with 
second-degree murder fol-
lowing a domestic altercation 
Monday morning in which his 
older brother was 
stabbed to death, 
authorities said.

Brian Edward 
Hall is accused of 
killing 36-year-
old Richard Hall 
du r ing a  f ig ht 
at a residence in 
the 1200 block of 
Thomas Jefferson 
Place in southern Stafford.

Sheriff’s Maj. Shawn Kimmitz 
said deputies went to the home 
at 8:07 a.m. after receiving a 911 
call about the brothers fighting. 
Other family members had al-
ready fled from the home.

The front door was open, but 
no one responded to repeated 
instructions to come to the 
door, Kimmitz said. Deputies 
could see a significant amount 
of blood inside the home from 
the door.

According to Kimmitz, depu-
ties with a protective shield and 
a robot entered the home to look 
for anyone in need of medical 
attention. They found Richard 
Hall in an upstairs bedroom 
with significant trauma and 
stab wounds to his upper body. 
He was pronounced dead at the 
scene.

Brian Hall was found in an-
other room and was taken into 
custody without incident, 
Kimmitz said. Detective K.W. 
McBride’s ensuing investigation 
resulted in the murder charge 
against the surviving brother.

Hall was placed in the Rap-
pahannock Regional Jail under 
no bond.
Keith epps: 540/374-5404 
kepps@freelancestar.com

Stafford 
man jailed 
in killing  
of brother 

Brian Hall

FILE / BEN mARGOT / ASSOCIATED PRESS

The hack of the colonial 
Pipeline led to temporary  
gas shortages in some states. 
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Georgia-based Colonial 
Pipeline, which supplies 
roughly half the fuel con-
sumed on the East Coast, 
temporarily shut down its 
operations on May 7 after 
a gang of cybercriminals 
using the DarkSide ran-
somware variant broke 
into its computer system. 
The ransomware variant 
used by DarkSide, which 
has been the subject of an 
FBI investigation for the 
last year, is one of more 
than 100 that law en-
forcement officials have 
identified, said FBI Deputy 
Director Paul Abbate.

Colonial officials have 
said they took their pipe-
line system offline before 
the attack could spread to 
its operating systems, and 
decided soon after to pay 
ransom of 75 bitcoin—then 
valued at roughly $4.4 mil-
lion—in hopes of bringing 
itself back online as soon 
as it could. The company’s 
chief executive is set to tes-
tify before congressional 
panels this week.

Cryptocurrency is fa-
vored by cybercriminals 
because it enables direct 
online payments regardless 
of geographical location, 

but in this case, the FBI was 
able to identify a virtual 
currency wallet used by the 
hackers and recovered the 
proceeds from there, said 
the FBI’s Abbate.

Though the FBI gener-
ally discourages the pay-
ment of ransom, fearing 
it could encourage ad-
ditional hacks, Monaco 
said one takeaway for the 
private sector is that if 
companies come quickly 
to law enforcement after 
ransomware incidents, of-
ficials may be able to help 
them recover funds, too.

The Bitcoin amount 
seized—63.7, currently 
valued at $2.3 million af-

ter the price of Bitcoin 
tumbled—amounted to 85 
percent of the total ran-
som paid, which is the ex-
act amount that the cryp-
tocurrency-tracking firm 
Elliptic says it believes 
was the take of the affiliate 
who carried out the attack. 
The ransomware software 
provider, DarkSide, would 
have gotten the other 15 
percent.

“The extortionists will 
never see this money,” 
said Stephanie Hinds, the 
acting U.S. attorney for 
the Northern District of 
California, where a judge 
approved the seizure war-
rant earlier Monday.

Ransomware attacks—
in which hackers encrypt a 
victim organization’s data 
and demand a hefty sum 
for returning the informa-
tion—have f lourished. 
Last year was the costliest 
on record for such attacks. 
Hackers have targeted 
vital industries, as well as 
hospitals and police de-
partments.

Weeks after the Co-
lonial Pipeline attack, a 
ransomware attack attrib-
uted to REvil, a Russian-
speaking gang that has 
made some of the largest 
ransomware demands on 
record in recent months, 
disrupted production at 
Brazil’s JBS SA, the world’s 
largest meat processing 
company.

The ransomware busi-
ness has evolved into a 
highly compartmental-
ized racket, with labor di-
vided among the provider 
of the software that locks 
data, ransom negotiators, 
hackers who break into 
targeted networks, hack-
ers skilled at moving un-
detected through those 
systems and exfiltrating 
sensitive data—and even 
call centers in India em-
ployed to threaten people 
whose data was stolen 
to pressure for extortion 
payments.

PiPeline
► FROM A1

FILE / PETER CIHELKA / THE FREE LANCE–STAR

Hugh Mercer Elementary will serve students living 
north of William Street and State Route 3.

Mary Washington cam-
pus would go to Hugh 
Mercer and the Battlefield 
athletic complex [across 
the street] would go to 
Lafayette.”

George said Central 
Office staff have been 
working with the City of 
Fredericksburg’s GIS de-
partment to create student 
density, demographic and 
fiber location maps since 
2019, to assist the work of 
the division’s enrollment, 
capacity and expansion 
task force.

The division used this 
information to create 
four attendance zones 
so that it could reduce or 
increase in-school capac-
ity as needed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
George said staff took the 
four attendance zones and 
applied them to two K–5 
school zones, making ad-
justments to ensure two 
equal schools.

“We focused on balance 
with the number of stu-
dents, race, special edu-
cation, language status, 
simplicity of zone bound-
aries and future growth,” 
he said.

George said the division 
does not yet know where 
all 2021–22 kindergarten 

students live, but said that 
of those who have regis-
tered so far, attendance is 
evenly split between Hugh 
Mercer and Lafayette.

The new Hugh Mercer 
will have 687 students 
and the new Lafayette will 
have 699, not including 
kindergarten.

There wi l l  be eight 
homerooms each of grades 
1, 2 and 3 at Hugh Mercer 
and six of grades 4 and 
5. Lafayette will have six 
first-grade homerooms, 
eight second-grade home-
rooms, seven homerooms 
each of third and fourth 
grades and six fifth-grade 
homerooms.

All of Fredericksburg’s 
four voting wards will 
have students at both 
schools, George said, so 
all School Board and City 
Council members will 
represent both schools.

The division is planning 
orientation events for each 
school in early August.

City Council last month 
passed a resolution sup-
porting construction of a 
new school to further ease 
overcrowding. The School 
Board has not yet decided 
if the new school will be 
an elementary, middle or 
high school.
Adele Uphaus–Conner:  
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SubmITTEd 

Kate Waller Barrett Elementary teacher Kelley Kruzel leads her class in a video 
chat with students from Green Valley Child Care Primary School in Uganda.

at the site, but had forgot-
ten about it until Wilson 
reached out to her.

For the first meet, each 
teacher prepared the stu-
dents with questions for 
the other class, but the 
Ugandan students were 
too nervous to talk on 
camera.

Green Valley—a pri-
vate Christian school that 
Wilson started with his 
brother to meet the need 
for education in the area—
has only one computer.

The first meeting with 
Kruzel’s class was the first 
time many of the students 
had seen the computer 
used, let alone been in-
vited to talk into it, Kruzel 
said.

“So they mostly just 
stared at us while the 
teacher answered our 
questions,” she sa id. 
“There was one brave 
soul, Calvin, who wants 
to be a lawyer when he 
grows up, and he spoke a 
little, but my class chants 
a lot and they were chant-
ing ‘You’ve got this’ and 
I think that freaked him 
out.”

Kruzel’s students want-
ed to know if the Ugandan 
students saw animals on 
their way to school, what 
the climate is like, what 
subjects they study and 
what they ate for lunch.

They learned that the 
Ugandan students see 
farm animals on their way 
to school, just like many 
Stafford County students, 
and that they study many 
of the same subjects.

Other aspects of the 
school day at Green Val-
ley are very different. The 
students walk to get water 
and their classroom has a 
dirt floor and no air con-
ditioning.

Wilson shared a video 
with Kruzel’s class of the 
daily lunch—a grain por-

ridge topped with beans 
that he serves out of large 
cast iron pots.

For the next meet, which 
was two hours long, Kru-
zel talked with each of 
the Ugandan students 
one-on-one and answered 
their questions.

“They had just had their 
presidential election—
they have had the same 
president for 40 years—
so they wanted to know 
about our president,” Kru-
zel said. “They wanted 
to know if our trees lose 
leaves in the wintertime, 
so I took the computer 
outside to show them the 
trees.”

As the Green Valley 
students warmed up to 
talking to the computer, 
the weekly meets became 
more lively. The two class-
es played a game of That’s 
Me, standing if the teacher 
read something they could 
answer “Yes” to—such as 
“Do you have siblings?” or 
“Do you like art?”

Kruzel’s class learned 
that the Ugandan stu-
dents were preparing for 

their final exams, so they 
put together a care pack-
age filled with pencils 
and other small gifts and 
handwritten letters of en-
couragement.

The Ugandan connec-
tion spilled out of Kru-
zel’s classroom to the rest 
of Kate Waller Barrett. 
During the student-run 
Penny Wars fundraiser, 
the school raised $600 for 
Green Valley, money that 
will be spent on repairs 
and to expand the school 
so that it can bring back 
more students during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Kruzel also learned that 
seven of Wilson’s stu-
dents live at the school be-
cause they have nowhere 
else to go.

“So we’ll start working 
on a way to find support 
for those kids,” she said.

Kruzel said her class 
was already “a kind class,” 
but that she has observed 
them thinking outside 
themselves more since 
they started talking to 
Wilson’s students.

“One student came in 

one day and asked if we 
could do a neighborhood 
cleanup,” she said. “I’m 
not sure she would have 
thought of that were it not 
for the Ugandan class.”

Kruzel said her class has 
discussed the difference 
between feeling sorry for 
the Ugandan students and 
having empathy for them.

“They may have no 
computer and a dirt floor, 
but that’s what they have 
and they are making the 
best of it,” she said. “We 
can acknowledge that we 
have more and be grate-
ful for what we’ve been 
given.”

The school year is wind-
ing down for both classes, 
but Kruzel said she plans 
to keep up the connection 
with Green Valley school 
in coming years.

“We just fell in love 
with this class,” she said. 
“They have my heart at 
this point.”
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Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco announces 
the recovery of millions of dollars worth of 
cryptocurrency from the Colonial Pipeline attacks. 

By DAVE KOLPACK
ASSoCIATEd PRESS

SOLWAY, Minn.—Hun-
dreds of protesters vow-
ing do whatever it takes 
to stop a Canadian-based 
company’s push to re-
place an aging pipeline 
blockaded a pump sta-
tion in northern Minne-
sota on Monday, and some 
chained themselves to 
construction equipment.

Environmenta l  and 
tribal groups say Enbridge 
Energy’s plan to rebuild 
Line 3, which would carry 
Canadian tar sands oil and 
regular crude from Al-
berta to Wisconsin, would 
worsen climate change 
and risk spills in sensi-
tive areas where Native 
Americans harvest wild 
rice, hunt, fish, gather me-
dicinal plants, and claim 
treaty rights.

The crowd showed no 
signs of leaving hours 
after an earlier protest 
that included a rally at the 
headwaters of the Missis-
sippi River farther north, 
where they chanted “Stop 
Line 3!” and “Water is 
life!”

“This is important. This 

is what we need,” actress 
Jane Fonda told The As-
sociated Press at the rally, 
motioning toward the 
crowd as she held signs 
with President Joe Biden’s 
image that said, “Which 
side are you on?”

She urged protesters to 
keep pressuring Biden to 
halt construction so his 
administration can study 
any harm to the envi-
ronment and indigenous 
people. The Mississippi 
River is one of the water 
crossings for the pipeline.

She also told the AP 
that Line 3 protesters “are 
going to Standing Rock 
this place,” referring to 
the Dakota Access pipe-
line, which is owned by 
a different company and 
was the subject of major 
protests near the Standing 
Rock Indian Reservation 
in the Dakotas in 2016 and 
2017.

Activ ists sa id they 
were pitching tents at the 
pump station site Monday 
night, and an AP reporter 
saw people rolling a large 
wooden spool that holds 
wire into a pile of trees and 
twigs. Police were direct-
ing traffic.

Oil pipeline foes protest 
Enbridge in Minnesota

EvAN FRoST / ASSoCIATEd PRESS

An activist who declined to give their name lays 
chained to a piece of construction equipment.

By JESSICA GRESKO
ASSoCIATEd PRESS

WASHINGTON—The Su-
preme Court said Monday 
that for now it’ll be up to 
Congress, not the court, to 
decide whether to change 
the requirement that only 
men must register for the 
draft. It’s one of the few 
areas of federal law where 
men and women are still 
treated differently.

In a statement, three 
justices said Congress 
is weighing whether to 
change the Military Selec-

tive Service Act, which re-
quires men but not women 
to register for the draft 
when they turn 18. They 
said that was a reason for 
the court to kick the mat-
ter back to lawmakers.

“It remains to be seen, of 
course, whether Congress 
will end gender-based reg-
istration under the Mili-
tary Selective Act,” Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor wrote 
in a statement for herself, 
Justice Stephen Breyer 
and Justice Brett Kavana-
ugh. “But at least for now, 

the Court’s longstanding 
deference to Congress on 
matters of national de-
fense and military affairs 
cautions against granting 
review while Congress 
actively weighs the issue.”

In recent years, bills to 
require women to regis-
ter for the draft have been 
proposed in the House 
but not gone anywhere. 
Just last year, however, a 
congressional commission 
concluded that the “time is 
right” to extend the obliga-
tion to register to women. 

The Senate Armed Services 
Committee held a hear-
ing on the report this year, 
and Sotomayor pointed to 
the report and the hearing, 
suggesting Congress is cur-
rently studying the issue.

The question of whether 
it’s unconstitutional to re-
quire men but not women 
to register could be viewed 
as one with little practi-
cal impact. The last time 
there was a draft was dur-
ing the Vietnam War, and 
the military has been all-
volunteer since. 

High court won’t review men-only draft registration law
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