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EDITORIAL

It’s time
again for

civil discourse

2011 10 years ago
Federal officials say the country has emerged 

from the economic recession but local representa-
tives argue that some Greene County residents are 
still struggling—and having difficulty learning how to 
cope with having to do more for themselves.

“Everything’s supposed to be getting better, but I 
think it’s going to get worse for awhile,” said Norma 
Dean, chairman of the board of Greene Alliance of 
Church and Community Efforts, or GRACE.

GRACE is currently serving almost 300 more peo-
ple than it did two years ago, including many “middle 
class” residents who lost good jobs, she said.

“We’re seeing a whole new onslaught of ‘have-
nots’ who don’t know how to deal with not having,” 
Dean said.

Last fall, GRACE Executive Director Rhonda 
Oliver told the Greene County Record that among the 
organization’s clientele were “people with master’s 
degrees who don’t know how to balance a check-
book,” and who needed to learn how to curb spend-
ing.

And, said Charlotte Newman of Stanardsville, 
who was interviewed last week at the county’s senior 
center, some younger generations “don’t know basic 
housekeeping.” 

1996 25 years ago
A Haneytown couple is lucky to be alive after a sud-

den fire nearly trapped them in their home Sunday night. 
Sherry Lawson, 27, and Clovis O’Quin, 32, were in the 
living room of the house they share with Mildred Lawson, 
58, on Rt. 631 when a kerosene heater ignited a punc-
tured can of spray paint. Mildred Lawson, who owns the 
house, was not home at the time of the incident.

According to the younger Lawson, several cans of 
enamel-based spray paint were purchased earlier in the 
day to fix a cabinet. The cans were set down beside a 
recliner in the living room when the couple got home.

“It was cold, so he (O’Quin) lit the kerosene heater,” 
Lawson said. “Then he sat down in the chair, and when 
he reclined, it knocked a can over and it rolled under the 
chair.”

When O’Quin got out of the chair, the foot rest, which 
sticks and requires force to close, punctured a hole in 
the paint can. The paint began spraying through the hole, 
Lawson said, and the pressure caused the can to spin, 
covering the floor with paint.

“When the paint got close to the heater, it ignited the 
whole floor,” Lawson said.

“We were standing in the middle of it when it ignited,” 
O’Quin said.

2020 one year ago
“There are brick walls in this world that you’re going to 

run into,” said Greene County resident and author William 
James Sr. “I don’t care who you are, there will be things 
that you can do nothing about. You need to learn a way to 
go around it if you can.”

At the Greene County Library this weekend, James 
will discuss his book “Hard Times and Survival: The 
Autobiography of an African-American Son,” which is his 
story of an African-American child growing up in a segre-
gated south and how he learned to persist.

“I’m grateful to Ms. Ginny Reese, the branch manager 
here at the Greene County Library for inviting me to par-
ticipate in the beginning of the recognition of Black History 
Month,” James said. “I’m also appreciative to many people 
here that work under her for they have been instrumental 
in helping me find little pieces of information.”

James, born in 1947, was beaten by his father while 
growing up in Fluvanna County and said he took refuge in 
books.

“Growing up, I had to invent ways to cope with that 
so that I could imagine that things were normal,” he said. 
“I created within my mind, my psyche, what I now call 
a subliminal lockbox where I’ll put everything bad that 
was going on. I forced it down into that imaginary place. 
I became an avid reader of whatever I could understand 
from the earliest age until I left home at 16 years old.”

1971 50 years ago
The heavy gusts of wind which tore through Virginia all 

day Tuesday and throughout the night caused spotty dam-
age both in Greene and Madison counties. Many TV aeri-
als were bent or torn away and tree trunks and limbs were 
scattered across roads and fields. A wind gauge at Shelby 
registered 75 mph.

Near Ruckersville, a tall Esso sign at the Colonial Truck 
Stop on U.S. 29 was felled and struck a tractor-trailer 
parked there, crushing the top of the vehicle. No one was 
injured.

West of the Brightwood area, a large barn owned by 
the John W. Skeltons was extensively damaged. Most 
of its roof was ripped off and one end of the building 
completely buckled. Near the same area at the Bill Boyd 
place, a gust took the TV aerial from the house roof blow-
ing it across a power line which came down and burned 
holes in three tractor tires. The house TV set was burned 
out.

1931 90 years ago
Messrs. James W. Green and B.M. Bushong have 

established a printing office in Orange, which when 
equipment purchased arrives and is installed will 
make it the best printing office in this part of Virginia. 
The plant is ready to do job work and a newspaper 
will begin publication about March 1.

The Orange business and the Madison County 
Eagle will be entirely separate businesses. Mr. Green 
will be in absolute charge of the Orange office. Mr. 
Bushong will continue to give his personal atten-
tion to his Madison and Stanardsville papers; the 
Madison printing office will be maintained just as 
it always has and the coming summer the printing 
office at Stanardsville will be re-opened—these two 
offices remaining under Mr. Bushong’s sole owner-
ship. His arrangement with Mr. Green is such that Mr. 
Green will help in the printing and editing of these 
two papers should it become necessary through ill-
ness or a mechanical breakdown. Their owner real-
izes that both the Eagle and the Record are essential 
institutions to the two counties and is simply assuring 
their future. Mr. Green is a man in the prime of life 
and is a capable hardworking newspaper man.

He has located at Orange on the invitation of its 
citizens. He has been most cordially received, and, 
knowing him as we do, Orange is justified in receiv-
ing him with open arms.

2016 five years ago
Greene County Public Schools is looking at letting 

its students sleep in a little extra.
“We’re very early in the process,” Assistant 

Superintendent Bryan Huber said. “I have reached 
out to principals for recommendations for parent, 
teacher and student representatives. I definitely 
want a high-schooler on the committee and maybe a 
middle-schooler.”

At the School Board’s November meeting, Huber 
made a presentation about school start times, seek-
ing guidance from the board. His presentation sum-
marized existing start times and impacts on student 
health and academic achievement.

Of Virginia’s 95 counties, 73 percent start after 
8 a.m., Huber said. With a 7:55 a.m. bell, Greene 
County has the earliest local starting time. Albemarle 
County starts at 8:55 a.m., Charlottesville starts at 
9:05 a.m., Madison and Rockingham counties start 
at 8:10 a.m. and Orange and Louisa counties start at 
8 a.m.

Learning From Our Past
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The news events making headlines in the Greene County Record years ago.

We have struggled to find the right words 
for this page since we watched on televi-
sion as hundreds of people stormed the 

Capitol on Jan. 6. Some had severe hatred in their 
hearts, chanting, “Hang Pence! Hang Pence! Hang 
Pence!” Officer Brian D. Sicknick was killed by the 
insurrectionists, a Trump supporter was shot and 
killed by officers while trying to access the House 
of Representatives chamber and three others died 
due to medical emergencies. 

Not everyone in Washington, D.C., that day had 
malice in mind. Not everyone in Washington, D.C., 
that day went through blockades on to the Capitol 
steps and then further into the building. Not ev-
eryone in Washington, D.C., that day beat police 
officers with flag poles or fire extinguishers and not 
everyone threatened the journalists who were just 
doing their jobs. 

We have to admit there is a deep and disturb-
ing divide in our country. We’d bet, however, that 
if we all took the time to talk to one another—and 
listen—we would probably see we aren’t as differ-
ent as some think. We all want our families to be 
healthy and happy, we want to be gainfully em-
ployed and we want a safe place to lay our heads at 
night. We might not always agree on policies, and 
that is OK. But we’d bet there is more that unites us 
than divides us.

Recognizing the need, President Joe Biden’s inau-
guration speech mentioned “unity” nine times.

“We have learned again that democracy is pre-
cious. Democracy is fragile. And at this hour, my 
friends, democracy has prevailed. So now, on this 
hallowed ground where just days ago violence 
sought to shake this Capitol’s very foundation, we 
come together as one nation, under God, indivis-
ible, to carry out the peaceful transfer of power as 
we have for more than two centuries,” President 
Biden said on Jan. 20. 

He said until there is unity, we will not overcome 
the challenges we face as a nation. 

“Today, on this January day, my whole soul is in 
this: bringing America together; uniting our peo-
ple; and uniting our nation. I ask every American 
to join me in this cause,” President Biden said last 
week.

He noted other great challenges our coun-
try faced, including the Civil War, the Great 
Depression, World War I and World War II and 9/11. 
He said “our better angels always prevailed. In each 
of these moments, enough of us came together to 
carry all of us forward.”

We see this even more at local levels—we are 
neighbors and we always come together in times of 
great need in Greene County. When hungry people 
visit Feeding Greene to help feed their families, 
volunteers are not asking for their allegiance to a 
political belief; they are just hoping they’re helping 
them be able to go to bed without hunger. When 
terrible storms blow through—whether blizzards, 
flooding or even tornadoes—people in Greene 
County rally to help each other. We’ve seen this 
over and over and over. 

Biden called for people to show respect to one 
another, saying that every disagreement doesn’t 
have to result in war. While it might be too much 
to ask in this time of social media, we’d like to ask 
that people remember to show grace and mercy 
to their neighbors—whether they’re from Greene 
County or Nome, Alaska, it doesn’t matter. We’re all 
Americans and we need to find a way back to that. 
We’ve called for that civility before, but never has it 
been more necessary than today.

BLAST FROM THE PAST!

Three-year-old Mason Shifflett 
(above) helps his grandmother, 
Lois Conley, shovel out her drive-

way off Icehouse Road in Stanardsville 
following last Friday and Saturday’s 
storm that dumped up to 21 inches 
of snow in Greene County. The storm 
shut down schools last Friday, and 
classes were still out on Wednesday. 
Most people took Gov. Terry McAu-
liffe’s warning to stay off the roads 
during the weekend storm, but many 
of those who did venture out ended up 
stuck on roads or sliding off them. On 
the plus side, there were no reports of 
storm-related power failures in Greene 
County. 

—From the Jan. 28, 2016, edition  
of the Greene County Record.



The rivalry between William Monroe and Madison County high 
schools seems to always have just been. Where did it start? Who 
cast the first stone? If that story has been archived somewhere, 

we have not found it. However, long ago, we were one. 

Madison and Greene counties were both once part of Orange 

County and before that Spotsylvania County. Madison broke off from 

Culpeper County in 1792 and many years later Greene County broke 

from Orange in 1838. Madison and Greene counties have a lot of simi-

larities—the western most sections of both counties touch the Blue 

Ridge Mountains and what is now the Shenandoah National Park. 

Residents from both counties were forcibly removed from their homes 

in the mountains to create the park. Both counties have a downtown 

area that serves as the county seat—the Town of Madison and the 

Town of Stanardsville. Both counties have been mostly rural for nearly 

all their histories with farms that have been in families for generations. 

Both rely on agritourism dollars for income. And each county has one 

high school. 

Madison County’s population has not grown at the steady rate that 

Greene County’s has and the high school’s student population has 

kept it a Class 2 high school by the Virginia High School League, while 

William Monroe has grown to Class 3. But when the two schools play 

one another, there’s a buzz in the air—the rivalry remains even as the 

two schools are not even in the same district. There has always been 

good-natured ribbing between the students and fans for both schools 

and we have always celebrated the others’ successes and supported 

each other through the tough times—until this weekend. 

We will not reduce all residents of Madison and all residents of 

Greene to a lowest common denominator—that demeans us all. We’ve 

heard the rumors of trash talking between the teams relating to Joshua 

Johnson, who passed away in June at the age of 16. The former football 

player’s family still lives in our community and supports the Dragons 

on the gridiron. You never get over losing a child. It’s not the natural 

order of life and we imagine it has been difficult to read what has 

been posted in relation to their beloved son. This is not OK and can-

not be condoned, if true. Of course in the age of social media people 

are guilty until proven innocent. We have every belief the coaches and 

administers at Madison County High School will do the right thing 

and we hope it can be a lesson to all other youth players; it takes one 

dumb decision to change the course of your life. Be better than that, as 

we know you are.

We also heard that Dragon players said the Mountaineers just can-

not perform against them (in cruder words). A winning streak does 

not make you a better human than those on the other team. You do 

not need to demean your opponent to come out on top. Trash talking 

is part of sports, but there has to be line you will not allow yourself to 

sink below. 

High school rivalry games can be great memories for you to look 

back on. Studies show when we’re competing with our “rivals” we 

really do perform at a different level. Rivalries in and of themselves 

are not the problem; it’s when we lack compassion for each other as 

human beings that it gets out of control. It’s not uncommon for fami-

lies to have a player from each county on the field at the same time. 

Parents: do not think your child would not participate—talk to your 

children about what they’ve said and what they’ve heard and teach 

them right from wrong. Teenagers need that direction, probably even 

more than they did when they were in kindergarten. Now is the time 

to talk to them and we hope to see us all talk to one another to find a 

way to keep this incident from defining our rivalry because that’s not 

who the Mountaineers or the Dragons are—of that we are sure. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2021

Compassion has a 
place in football



Charlottesville is not  
a political prop

Last Friday, we witnessed in horror as—yet again—
Charlottesville was used as a chess piece in a political conver-
sation. 

As Republican Glenn Youngkin’s campaign bus stopped in the city 

of Charlottesville for a meet and greet, five individuals stood in front 

of the bus wearing khakis and button-down shirts while carrying tiki 

torches—reminiscent of the hundreds who visited the university on 

Aug. 11, 2017, chanting “Jews will not replace us.”

It turns out Friday’s event was all a political stunt by The Lincoln 

Project, an organization that notes on its website its objectives were 

to defeat then-President Donald Trump at the ballot box and ensure 

“Trumpism” failed with him. 

Some people online have stated the individuals that participated 

on Friday allegedly have ties with those in the Democratic Party of 

Virginia. The Lincoln Project last week said the goal of the stunt was 

to highlight how Youngkin, the Republican candidate for governor 

of Virginia, had not denounced Mr. Trump’s statement that there 

were fine people on “both sides” after the car attack and murder in 

Charlottesville after the Unite the Right rally on Aug. 12, 2017.

We. Do. Not. Care. Why.

Maybe you believe the local newspaper in Greene County doesn’t 

get to have opinion on this; we disagree. Heather Heyer, 32, who was 

killed by James Alex Fields when he drove his car into a crowd on 4th 

Street on Aug. 12, 2017, grew up in Greene County and she gradu-

ated from William Monroe High School. Her mother was a longtime 

teacher in Greene and worked with Greene County 4-H, as well. In 

fact, her mother still lives here in Greene County. 

What we believe makes this latest stunt even more revolting is 

the civil trial taking place right now in Charlottesville against the 

organizers of the Unite the Right rally by the victims from both of the 

August 2017 days. The victims are having to relive the worst days of 

their lives on the stand and in public, facing those they believe are 

responsible for the violence against them, and yet an outside organi-

zation thought it was a great idea to grab some torches and head to 

that city to make a political point.

Of course, this isn’t the first time Charlottesville has been used 

to make a political point for someone. While running for president 

against Mr. Trump, Joe Biden invoked the “C” word in speeches 

when he had never even visited the city. 

Charlottesville is not a prop. It’s more than a hashtag. There are 

more than 40,000 residents in the city and more than a 100,000 in 

surrounding Albemarle County. Many of the residents who live in 

Greene work in Charlottesville. All of these people are humans with 

real lives who all suffered from the trauma of that weekend in 2017 

and every time it’s used in a debate, a political advertisement on 

television, online to make a point or a stunt like we witnessed last 

week, we all again hurt.

Please stop using the violence that happened in Charlottesville 

in 2017 as some political stump box, even if the event stoked a fire 

within someone to stand up and run for office. We all deserve politi-

cians who can stand on more than one traumatic act; who do not 

invoke the violence experienced here as some badge of honor for 

themselves. Be more; as voters we deserve it. As residents in Central 

Virginia, we demand it.

The Lincoln Project said in its press release Friday it will return to 

Charlottesville again with its torches. Do not. You are not welcome 

here.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2021
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