
FREDERICKSBURG, VA. THE FREE LANCE–STARA4  TuesdAy, AugusT 10, 2021

OPINION
ONLINE: FREDERICKSBURG.COM/OPINION TWITTER: @FLS_OPINION

Months-long waits  
at DMV not acceptable

WHAT IS wrong with the 
Virginia Department of 
Motor Vehicles?

It is possible to go to a restaurant, 
enjoy a live music venue, shop at 
Walmart, make use of a variety of 
in-person government services or do 
just about anything else in the midst 
of the pandemic. What you can’t do is 
walk into a DMV office and take care 
of business without an appointment, 
sometimes one that has to be made 
months in advance.

Granted, the more prudent among 
us are wearing masks again as the delta 
variant and vaccine resistance make an-
other surge look more and more prob-
able. Granted, many establishments 
are insisting that patrons show proof of 
vaccination and/or wear a mask.

Still, you can do most of the things 
you could do before COVID-19 
changed everything a year and a half 
ago. And yet the DMV says it’s not 
time yet to reopen the doors to walk-
in customers.

You have to have an appointment, 
and sometimes those appointments 
can mean a wait measured in months. 
State Sen. Chap Petersen, a Democrat 
representing Fairfax City, claimed in 
a recent Senate floor debate that he’s 
driving on a license that’s been ex-
pired for three months. An article in 
the Virginia Mercury quoted a woman 
in Richmond as saying that her moth-
er had to wait three months to renew 
her license after she was unable to 
renew it online.

Stories like that abound. People 
drive to localities an hour or more 
away to take care of vital automotive 
business in a timely fashion.

The DMV says everything’s fine. 
A spokeswoman recently claimed 
that the agency was processing more 
transactions a week than it did before 
the pandemic, and that an internal 
survey found that 77 percent of cus-
tomers wanted DMV to continue of-
fering appointments.

Maybe, though, that 77 percent 
wants appointments to be one option 
and not the only option. There are 
times when waiting three months to 
transfer a title or renew your license 
isn’t really acceptable.

There are mail-in options, but the 
DMV apparently is far behind in pro-
cessing that mail. You send a check 
and hold your breath. The agency sug-
gests that frustrated Virginians make 
appointments in other localities, 
where an earlier in-person appoint-
ment might be possible.

Why is the onus here on the tax-
payer and not the DMV? If the agency 
wants to go completely online, getting 
rid of long waits for in-person service, 
that’s fine, as long as you are con-
nected to the Internet.

Even then, there are too many sto-
ries of people who try to do their busi-
ness online and are told to make an 
appointment. If your license expires 
in July and you try to renew in June, 
it’s not acceptable to be told that the 
next date to see a live representative is 
in September.

If the DMV wants us all to go online, 
it should make it possible to make an 
appointment within a week, not three 
months out.

Pre-pandemic DMV visits were no 
picnic. Virginians sat in large rooms 
and waited for their number to be 
called, never knowing exactly how 
long they might have to sit there.

But as it turns out, we didn’t know 
then how good we had it.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

IF YOU’RE getting tired of 
hearing the word “surge,” 
don’t read the latest news 

about Texas’ southern border. 
According to federal data, U.S. 
Customs and Border Patrol 
agents detained 834 unac-
companied migrant children 
at the U.S.–Mexico border last 
Wednesday.

That’s the highest single-day 
number since the Biden admin-
istration began reporting daily 
total apprehensions of migrant 
children earlier this year. And it 
isn’t an anomaly.

Border apprehensions in July 
reached about 210,000, the 
highest monthly total since 
fiscal year 2000. More than 
19,000 of those encounters 
were unaccompanied children.

In fairness to Biden adminis-
tration officials, they probably 
didn’t see this coming.

When border arrests were 
rising in the spring, they 
insisted that the increase was 
seasonal (it usually is) and that 
the numbers would subside in 
the hotter summer months.

But the heat is here and there 
is no indication that border 
crossings will recede. If the CBP  
has many more record-breaking 
days, August is likely to eclipse 
July.

But never fear, President Joe 

Biden says. “If you take a look 
at the number of people who 
are coming, the vast majority, 
the overwhelming majority of 
people coming to the border and 
crossing are being sent back,” he 
said during a press briefing in 
March, when border crossings 
were first rising.

That’s partially true.
Much to the chagrin of 

many Biden supporters, he has 
retained use of the Trump-era 
public health mechanism called 
Title 42, which permits border 
agents to swiftly expel migrants 
without allowing them to seek 
asylum. The Biden adminis-
tration announced it would 
continue using the policy this 
past week.

But Title 42 doesn’t prevent 
all migrants who cross illegally 
from staying in the U.S. Some 
are temporarily admitted pend-
ing asylum hearings.

What’s more, there’s a 
higher-than-normal portion of 
unaccompanied minors, many 
around 16 or 17 years old. They 
are probably coming to the U.S. 
because the Biden administra-
tion is allowing them to stay, 
despite its inability to quickly 

process or safely house them.
That’s where a second kind 

of surge starts to matter—the 
surge of the COVID-19 delta 
variant.

“The border communities 
face particular challenges be-
cause of the influx of migrants 
arriving every single day,” U.S. 
Rep. Henry Cuellar, a Laredo 
Democrat, said in late July. He 
noted an extremely high CO-
VID positivity rate among those 
deported.

According to Cuellar’s July 26 
press release, the migrant surge 
has resulted in the temporary 
shutdown of Catholic Charities 
(the primary organization that 
assists new migrants), nearly 70 
CBP agents testing positive for 
COVID-19 in the Rio Grande 
Valley sector, 17 border agents 
testing positive for COVID-19 
in the Laredo sector, and 233 
hospital beds occupied in the 
area.

The city of McAllen didn’t 
mince words about the impact 
of the migrant surge on the local 
community, either. “As these 
temporarily admitted immi-
grants are released, the federal 
government does not test them 
for COVID-19,” city officials 
said Wednesday.

The city reports that since 
mid-February, the Border Patrol 

has released more than 7,000 
immigrants confirmed as hav-
ing COVID into McAllen. More 
than 1,500 of those have come 
in the past week or so.

The city works with outside 
organizations to test and quar-
antine migrants before they 
travel, but the huge numbers are 
overwhelming them.

While it’s hard to know how 
much the migrant surge is 
driving delta cases in Texas, it’s 
folly to think they are wholly 
unrelated.

Gov. Greg Abbott’s recently 
blocked order that would allow 
Texas state troopers to stop 

vehicles suspected of carry-
ing illegal immigrants on the 
grounds they might be spread-
ing the virus was largely a 
political act with little chance of 
withstanding a court challenge. 
But his action at least acknowl-
edges that the surges are prob-
ably connected.

That’s more than can be said 
for the president’s lack of action 
in controlling the border surge 
and any surge of illness that 
stems from it.
Cynthia M. Allen is a columnist for the Fort 
Worth Star–Telegram. This commentary was 
distributed by the Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC.
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Don’t blame Biden for end of eviction ban
A headline in The Free Lance–Star 

and other headlines across the country 
are dead wrong. President Joe Biden and 
congressional Democrats did not fail to 
extend a nationwide eviction moratorium.

It was Congress, in its entirety, that 
failed to do that. It was the Supreme 
Court that failed to allow the Centers 
for Disease Control to extend its ban on 
evictions past July 31.

The CDC imposed the emergency ban 
to combat the coronavirus pandemic. 
They feared widespread homelessness 
would spread the disease even faster.

Now, during a COVID-19 delta surge, 
millions of Americans will be forced 
from their homes. Per a survey con-
ducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, more 
than 3.6 million Americans are at risk of 
eviction, some in a matter of days. That’s 
a lot of families, many with children, 
who will be forced onto the streets and 
into shelters.

There are 50 Republicans in the Senate 
and 213 Republicans in the House. Any 

of these Republicans can join Democrats 
in voting for an extension of the eviction 
moratorium. Just last Thursday, House 
Republicans objected to an attempt to 
simply approve an extension by consent.

On June 29, after the Supreme Court 
indicated the CDC eviction ban would 
only be allowed until the end of July, the 
Biden administration made it clear the 
ban would end at that time. The presi-
dent called on Congress to swiftly pass 
legislation to extend the date.

Congress, both Republicans and Dem-
ocrats, have had a full 30 days to make 
that happen. Now, after hours of behind-
the-scenes wrangling all day Thursday 
and Friday, Democratic lawmakers still 
had questions and could not muster sup-
port to extend the ban.

This is not a failure of just Democrats, 
but a failure of both Democrats and 
Republicans, as they could and should be 
working together to make the fix happen.

Bill Johnson–Miles
Stafford

U.S. Rep. HenRy CUellaR / BoRdeR RepoRt

Migrants await processing in this March 2021 photo taken  
by Rep. Henry Cuellar, D–Texas, near the U.S.-Mexican border.

eMIly JennInGS / StaR–eXponent

College athletes 
are already well 
compensated

Your July 20 editorial 
[“College athletes deserve 
compensation”] brings up 
some valid points, while 
dismissing or overlooking 
others.

The U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled that college athletes  
have the right to earn 
money from sponsorships, 
personal appearances and 
endorsements as well as au-
tographs. The ruling covers 
“name, image and likeness” 
of student-athletes.

Imagine a young fan 
asking a premier college 
player for an autograph 
and the player seeking 
cash for it. Will meet-the-
team programs charge 

fans to sign autographs? 
Will a star player boycott 
the event if not paid?

The ruling, which is the 
law of the land, will create 
an uneven playing field 
for team members. The 
stars will have, while the 
rest of the team becomes 
the have-nots. One or two 
players might rake in big 
bucks while the others get 
a pittance or nothing at all.

Some talented players 
not receiving compensation 
might transfer to another 
program in the hope of mak-
ing money from endorse-
ments and sponsorships.

Before NIL, all schol-
arship student-athletes 
were treated equally. They 
received an education, tu-
ition, books and free room 
and board. Your editorial 
seems to gloss over the fact 

that student-athletes do 
receive some compensation 
for performing in col-
lege sports. Many college 
graduates with outstanding 
student loans would love an 
educational free ride.

While some student-
athletes attend college 
with the idea of turning 
professional, less than 2 
percent of college athletes 
turn pro. The other 98 
percent look for jobs in 
their chosen field of study.

Your editorial said the 
Supreme Court ruling 
“will allow nearly half a 
million student-athletes 
to earn money from spon-
sorships, endorsements 
and personal appearance.”

And what percentage  will 
see a dollar through NIL?

W.M. Bunker
Culpeper
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Removal of Lee statue 
is history correction
ON MAY 29, 1890, the South 

rose again, at least in the 
minds of some unregenerate 

Confederates.
On that day, the Lee Monument, 

honoring the late rebel Gen. Robert 
E. Lee, was unveiled.  It would be-
come the centerpiece of Richmond’s 
Monument Avenue. Some 10,000 
Richmonders reportedly helped pull 
four wagons containing pieces of the 
bronze edifice from the railroad sta-
tion to its destination.

The monument was meant to be, 
among other things, a way to lure 
homeowners to what were then the 
western outskirts of the city. Eco-
nomic hard times left it standing by 
itself in the middle of a tobacco field 
until the early 1900s. When economic 
conditions improved, four other Con-
federates—J.E.B. Stuart, Stonewall 
Jackson, Matthew Fontaine Maury 
and the president of the rebel states, 
Jefferson Davis—were added to the 
avenue.

And now they’re gone.
Good riddance.
The best you can say about the Lee 

Monument and the other statues on 
Richmond’s most famous street is 
that they were a real-estate ploy. The 
worst is that they were meant to be a 
reminder to Richmonders, and espe-
cially Black Richmonders, that Dixie 
was not dead.

An African American walking be-
neath Lee and his horse, 60 feet above, 
could hardly be faulted in assuming 
that old and unpleasant times there 
were not forgotten.

Race relations inched forward over 
the next 131 years. The arc of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King’s moral universe, 
the one that is supposed to bend to-
ward justice, seemed not to bend very 
much at times, but we live in a much 
more equitable world than the one 
that existed in 1890.

However, as civil rights gains 
changed the nation, those monuments 
remained.

And then came George Floyd and 
Black Lives Matter. Suddenly, Black 
and white Richmonders seemed to re-
alize that they did not wish their city’s 
identity to be tied to a failed revolt 
based on preserving slavery. Individu-
als did some of the work. Politicians, 
seeing which the way the wind was 
blowing, did the rest, with the state 
Supreme Court applying the coup de 
grâce earlier this month by refusing 
to hear arguments from apologists 
who wanted to keep Marse Robert and 
Traveller on their perch.

Removing those monuments is not 
rewriting history. It is correcting his-
tory. No Virginia child, Black or white, 
will ever again be misled by grandiose 
statues into believing that leaders of 
an effort to keep people in chains are 
worthy of our adulation.

As with everything, there should 
be limits to what we tear down. Some 
slaveholding Virginians—George 
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Pat-
rick Henry and others—also built our 
country. They deserve to be remem-
bered for the good they did, with that 
good put into context. They are wor-
thy of monuments.

The fear here is that these giants 
who created the United States will 
be thrown into the same deplorable 
basket as the Confederates. When a 
movement really gets rolling, some-
times common sense is a casualty.

In San Francisco last summer, a 
crowd pulled down a statue of Ulysses 
S. Grant. He was the guy who led the 
Union Army, folks.

That being said, there’s one thing 
that’s gone right in this masked-up, 
pandemic year.  Richmond and Vir-
ginia are to be praised for consigning 
Confederate reverence to history’s 
dustbin.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ON JULY 26, 2020, 
President Donald Trump 
signed an executive 

order under which the U.S. 
government’s Medicare Part D 
program would have negotiated 
lower prescription drug prices 
based on an “international price 
index.”

Implementation of the order 
was delayed pending counter-
proposals from Big Pharma, but 
the Democratic response was 
swift.

“Instead of meaningfully 
lowering drug prices, President 
Trump’s executive orders would 
hand billions of dollars to Big 
Pharma,” House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif., complained, 
without explaining why or how.

On Sept. 9, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services released the Biden ad-
ministration’s “Comprehensive 
Plan for Addressing High Drug 
Prices.”

Here’s the problem the report 
identifies: “Patients in other 
comparable countries regularly 
pay substantially less for pre-
scription drugs than Ameri-
cans.”

Here’s the report’s solu-
tion: “Allowing the Secretary 
of HHS to negotiate Medicare 
prices will achieve fair prices for 

beneficiaries when markets fail 
to do so. Allowing commercial 
payers, including employer and 
Marketplace plans, to access 
those prices will extend savings 
to additional consumers.”

Sound familiar? It should. It’s 
essentially Trump’s plan.

It’s also Pelosi’s plan, as 
expressed in the Elijah E. Cum-
mings Lower Drug Costs Now 
Act, which would allow HHS 
to negotiate drug prices and 
limit what it could offer to 120 
percent of the average price 
paid by other wealthy western 
countries.

Just to be clear, if the Ameri-
can political establishment was 
really interested in lowering 
drug prices, it would eliminate 

prescription coverage under 
Medicare. And if it was really 
interested in lowering health 
care costs in general, it would 
eliminate Medicare.

Neither of those things being 
“on the table,” so to speak, hav-
ing Medicare drive a harder bar-
gain when paying for prescrip-
tion drugs just makes sense, 
not because, as the HHS report 
pretends, Medicare is distinct 
from “the market,” but because 
Medicare is a substantial player 
IN the market.

Medicare Part D isn’t a mon-
opsony—that is, a single buyer, 
just as a monopoly is a single 
seller. But it is the biggest single 
buyer of prescription drugs in 
the U.S. health care market. It’s 

well-positioned to demand a 
quantity discount, or at least a 
reasonable price.

And it should. Overpay-
ing for prescription drugs is 
health care’s version of paying 
“defense” contractors $800 for 
toilet seats.

Why do Republicans and 
Democrats both talk a lot about 
controlling Medicare spending 
on drugs, but never actually get 
the job done?

That’s no mystery: Big 
Pharma makes bigger campaign 
donations and hires more lob-
byists than you do.
Thomas L. Knapp is director and senior news 
analyst at the William Lloyd Garrison Center 
for Libertarian Advocacy Journalism (thegar-
risoncenter.org).
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Kindergartner leaves school grounds alone
On Sept. 1, my 6-year-old son, who at-

tends Spotsylvania Elementary School, 
had the worst thing a parent could ever 
imagine happen to him. My husband 
went to pick him up  early from school 
around 2:15 p.m. because of the impend-
ing weather and a tornado warning.

My husband showed his ID to enter 
the building, went to the office, signed 
my son out and waited for him to come 
to the office to leave.

My son never made it to the office. 
He went out the door on the side of the 
building, which is what they use for 
parent pickup at the end of the day. He 
exited the building, got scared because 
he didn’t see his daddy and tried to open 
the door, but it was locked from the 
outside.

He proceeded to walk to the parking 
lot, located my husband’s truck, stood 
there for a minute,  got scared again 
because he didn’t see his daddy and pro-
ceeded to walk toward home.

He was then seen by a Good Samari-
tan walking down Brock Road on the 
sidewalk just past the new apartment 
building. They pulled over and stood 
with him in the rain and flagged down 
a deputy who was in oncoming traffic. 
Officer Jones brought my son back to 
the school. Meanwhile, the office staff is 
frantically trying to locate my child.

Camera views were unclear. He walked 
with the guidance counselor briefly, 
then she went her separate way. Not un-
til the Sheriff’s Office  called the school 
and stated that “they found a 6-year-old 
boy walking down Brock Road that says 
he goes to your school” did they know 
where my child was.

They have no alarms on the doors, no 
buddy system in place  and the doors 
can’t be locked from the inside  in case 
of fire.

Kimberly Johnson
Spotsylvania

Steve Helber / ASSociAted PreSS

Need to know  
progressives’ views 
of disaster relief

In a televised town hall 
session on Sept. 4, 2019, 
then-presidential candi-
date Bernie Sanders, god-
father of the U.S. progres-
sive movement, stated, “If 
people want to rebuild in 
an area which will be dev-
astated by the next storm, 
they’re certainly not going 
to get federal assistance 
from my administration.”

His stated view was that 
we should not rebuild in 
areas repeatedly damaged 
by natural events such as 
hurricanes.

Sen. Sanders is now 
the chair of the Senate 
Budget Committee, whose  
principal responsibility 
is to develop a concurrent 
resolution on the budget 
to serve as the framework 
for congressional action 
on spending, revenue and 
debt-limit legislation.

Given  this responsibil-
ity, one  wonders why our 
inquisitive press has not 
sought comments from 
Sen. Sanders or the rest 
of the progressives in 
Congress on the federal 
government supporting 
the rebuilding of areas 
ravaged by Hurricane Ida 
and its aftermath.

Given his comments 
and beliefs, does Sanders  
and his fellow progres-
sives support this action 

in areas that see continu-
ous storms? What does 
Sanders’ primary disciple, 
Congressperson Alexan-
dria Ocasio–Cortez, think 
about this?

Where is the curiosity 
of the press? As the nation 
rebuilds from the horrors 
of Hurricane Ida, numer-
ous wildfires, tornados 
and other natural disas-
ters, do we not deserve 
to know their positions 
on this topic? Should we 
not demand to hear their 
views?

Press, do your job!
Todd Blose

Stafford

Bravo, Oxford-
bound Bryant Lyttle!

When moving to 
Fredericksburg in 2009, 
one of the first things I 
did was apply to teach as 
an adjunct professor at 
Germanna Community 
College. I did this until my 
last retirement at age 75 
in 2017.

My journey at Ger-
manna was a gift of 
unexpected rewards. 
Although never having 
taught Bryant Lyttle [“Or-
ange man makes college 
journey from Germanna 
to Oxford,” Sept. 10], I 
met many students who 
began at Germanna with 
the same experience. I 
also was blessed by having 
many Iraq and Afghani-
stan war veterans in my 

classes over the years.
Bryant’s story is the 

beauty of community 
college, and his story 
epitomizes what I expe-
rienced at Germanna. My 
16 semesters and seven 
summers of teaching the 
wonderful Germanna 
students will be long 
cherished.

Bravo, Bryant!
Russell Carter

Spotsylvania

Purging region’s 
Civil War history

While the state, local 
organizations, and indi-
viduals are dedicated to 
preserving and enhancing 
our local battlefields, it is 
unfortunate that rem-
nants of Fredericksburg’s 
Civil War culture are at 
the same time vanishing.

 Statues, plaques and 
historical names are being 
purged from institu-
tions and streets, such as 
Jefferson-Davis Highway,  
to strip Fredericksburg of 
our Civil War legacy and 
tourist attractions.

Judy Pollock
Spotsylvania

Just call it U.S. 1
Why all this controver-

sy about a name for U.S. 1?
U.S. 1 is good enough for 

most of us!
John Barnes
Locust Grove
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Alas, a dollar isn’t 
what it used to be
BREAKING news: Everything is 

not a dollar.
In a sure sign that inflation is 

bearing down on us, the Dollar Tree 
chain has announced that it is going to 
stock items in many of its more than 
15,000 U.S. and Canadian stores (five 
of them in the Fredericksburg area) 
that cost more than a buck.

For the heedless spendthrift throw-
ing money around like a drunken 
sailor, it soon will be possible to blow 
as much as five dollars on an item in 
the famously inexpensive shopping 
destination.

The change was inevitable. Annual 
inflation was up 4.2 percent in July, 
the highest it’s been in three decades. 
The item you bought for $1 in 1986, 
when the chain opened, would, ac-
cording to the U.S. Inflation Calcula-
tor, cost $2.50 now.

Supply chain problems and rising 
labor costs are contributing factors as 
we try to find our way out of the pan-
demic. A dollar isn’t what it used to be 
in the old days, like a year ago.

Investors apparently love Dol-
lar Tree’s move toward extravagant 
spending. Shortly after the Ches-
apeake-based chain announced its 
dollar-busting plan late last month, 
its stock rose 13 percent at the opening 
bell on Sept. 29.

Make no mistake: Despite the name, 
Dollar Tree is no nickel-and-dime 
operation. From that modest start 35 

years ago (original name: Only $1.00), 
the Virginia operation has grown into 
a Fortune 500 company.

The move to break the dollar barrier 
should surprise no one. At Dollar Tree 
and elsewhere, the buck has taken a 
beating, although some things still 
can be had for a dollar.

Among the limited items a website 
listed recently that cost a dollar or 
less: A cup of coffee at McDonald’s; a 
Megabus ticket (limited number on 
each bus); a Classic Crispy Chicken 
Jr. sandwich at Burger King; a can of 
Pabst Blue Ribbon (if you buy it by 
the case, and who doesn’t?); a lottery 
ticket or select Kindle books.

You probably can still tip the danc-
ers at your favorite local “gentlemen’s 
club” with ones, although fives are 
definitely better appreciated.

For the frugal husband doing last-
minute shopping (“Wait. Christmas is 
on the 25th this year?”), Dollar Tree’s 
move requires some thought. That 
$20 you withdrew from the ATM 
might not yield as much change when 
you’re checking out after your spree at 
the Tree.

And when your beloved opens that 
special gift, be sure to tell her that just 
because it comes from Dollar Tree 
doesn’t mean you paid only a buck for 
it. Could have set you back as much as 
a five-spot.

And when she mutters, “Big spend-
er,” you can be sure she means it.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WE BEGAN our COVID 
nightmare back in 
March 2020 with 

politicians and experts tell-
ing us we needed to lockdown 
the economy for three weeks 
to “flatten the curve.” Weeks 
turned into months as the goal 
post moved from “flattening 
the curve” to “no new cases.”

Then, a couple of months 
turned into half a year as the 
goal post moved again from “no 
new cases” to “once we have a 
vaccine.” Now, six months has 
become more than a year as the 
goal post has moved once more 
to “vaccinate everyone.”

Although 10 million people 
remain unemployed, small 
business owners have taken 
the brunt of this nightmare. 
Lockdown policies were so 
bad for them that it’s hard to 
believe they weren’t specifically 
targeted.

States made all manner of 
exceptions for “essential” 
businesses, but the lion’s share 
of the “non-essential” busi-
nesses were small businesses. 
As a result, nationwide, more 

than one-quarter of them have 
closed permanently.

This is no small matter as, 
collectively, small businesses 
employ roughly half of all 
American workers.

And for those small business-
es that have actually managed 
to stay afloat, they might soon 
have to deal with the IRS.

In a display of remarkable 
tone-deafness, the IRS an-
nounced in November that 
it intended to increase small 
business audits by 50 percent 
next year.

Let that sink in for a moment: 
In a year in which 25 percent 
of small businesses have gone 
bankrupt, the IRS has deter-
mined it needs to make a greater 
effort to ensure that small busi-
nesses are paying enough taxes. 
Regardless of whether it’s war-
ranted, this comes off as more 
bullying in a year full of bullying.

Not to be left out, President 

Joe Biden announced that he 
intends to push for an increase 
in the federal minimum wage to 
$15 an hour. While Biden claims 
that will raise 1.3 million workers 
out of poverty, the Congressional 
Budget Office estimated it will 
actually destroy 1.3 million jobs.

Given that small businesses 
have far fewer resources than 
large corporations, and that 
large corporations are more 
likely to be paying workers 
more anyway, the lion’s share of 
those 1.3 million jobs are likely 
to come from—you guessed it—
small businesses scaling back or 
closing.

And what of the small busi-
ness owners who manage to 
survive the lockdown, the IRS 
audits, and the minimum wage 
hike? Biden will see to it that 
their children think twice about 
becoming small business own-
ers themselves when he takes 
one last pound of flesh through 
a ramped-up estate tax.

Politicians trot out the estate 
tax every time they want people 
to think they are “taxing the 
rich.” The truth, though, is that 

the estate tax is particularly 
hard on family businesses.

The idle rich can afford 
legions of lawyers and accounts 
to find legal ways around the 
estate tax. Many family busi-
nesses avoid the estate tax by 
deliberately not growing large 
enough to trigger it. And those 
that do typically have buildings, 
equipment, and machinery that 
are, on paper, worth enough to 
trigger the tax, but don’t have 
much cash.

When children inherit those 
businesses, the IRS requires 
them to come up with the cash 
to pay the tax. That means sell-

ing off the business, in whole or 
in part, to raise the money. And 
so the estate tax has the effect 
of whittling away the number 
of family businesses, year after 
year.

The big winner? Large corpo-
rations that pick up the pieces 
left behind.

None of this is deliberate, but 
that’s cold comfort to the people 
who have to pay the price of a 
perfect storm of bad luck and 
misguided policies.

In times of crisis, people as-
sume the government is work-
ing to alleviate their suffering. 
But from the perspective of 
small businesses, it looks more 
like the government’s goal in 
2020 was to shoot them and the 
country in its collective meta-
phorical foot.

And so far, it looks like the 
plan for 2021 is to shoot the 
other foot. 
Antony Davies is associate professor of 
economics at Duquesne University. James 
R. Harrigan is managing director of the 
Center for the Philosophy of Freedom at the 
University of Arizona. They host the weekly 
podcast Words & Numbers. They wrote this 
commentary for InsideSources.com.
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Joe Biden’s decisions are ruining the country
During the eight months since Joe 

Biden took office, some 1.5 million illegal 
aliens have come through our porous 
southern border. That not only includes 
those who have been stopped by our 
Border Patrol, but thousands more who 
have escaped detection and are already 
in the U.S.

Most of them have come in without 
being adequately vetted and without 
vaccination. Some came in with COVID!

We have also admitted over 120,000 
“refugees” from Afghanistan, thanks to 
Biden’s “highly successful extraordinary 
airlift” from that country. Virtually 
none of these people were adequately 
vetted nor vaccinated.

They are now being housed in various 
military bases around the country, and 
some of them have already used Uber 
to travel outside of the base. Where did 
they get the money? How sure are we 
that none of them are terrorists hell-
bent on causing us harm?

How many terrorists are now in our 

country planning the next 9/11 in a city 
where you or your loved ones live or 
work? How many Americans will die 
in the next terrorist attack? How many 
easily gained access to our country 
thanks to the stubborn and foolish man 
and his naïve, misguided minions we put 
in the White House?

Everything this president has touched 
has turned into a disaster. Surely no one 
can be that incompetent. That leaves 
us to wonder whether this is all some 
carefully organized plan to turn America 
into a socialist/communist nightmare 
where we can all enjoy the same level of 
poverty and mediocrity, all in the name 
of equity, while the ruling elites are 
guaranteed decades of wealth, power and 
privilege, all purchased with our own tax 
dollars.

Wake up, America! It’s time to take 
our country back.

John Thyen
Spotsylvania

History once again 
repeats itself

A virulent virus has 
broken out in a major U.S. 
city with 17 percent mor-
tality, and the city’s board 
of health has ordered 
everyone vaccinated. Op-
ponents call compulsory 
vaccination the greatest 
crime of the age, arguing 
it will debilitate the whole 
human race.

The press labels anti-
vaxxers ignorant barbar-
ians and hopeless cranks, 
claiming the debate 
amounts to a conflict 
between intelligence and 
ignorance, civilization and 
barbarism.

Today’s headlines? 
Not quite. The virus is 
smallpox, and the year of 
Boston’s Board of Health 
order is 1905.

Pastor Henning Jacob-
son argues that com-
pulsory vaccination is 
“hostile to the inherent 
right of every freeman to 
care for his own body and 
health in such a way as to 
him seems best.”

When the good pastor 
loses at the U.S. Supreme 
Court, Justice John Harlan 
writes, “The safety of 
the public may at times 
demand the suspension 
of personal liberty,” and 
that “a community has the 
right to protect itself from 
disease the way it had the 
same right in a military 
invasion.”

I don’t see anyone 
speaking out against the 
tetanus vaccine. Could it 
be that the tetanus anti-
vaxxers have all contract-
ed lockjaw and are unable 
to speak?

And why aren’t those 
opposed to mask man-
dates demanding that the 
entire surgical team be 
unmasked? Surely, even 
in the name of medical 
freedom, they would not 
suggest that patients with 
active pulmonary tuber-
culosis should be allowed 
unmasked in the general 
community to spit and 
cough blood wherever 
they wish.

Why and how did the 
COVID pandemic become 

Supervisor Meg 
Bohmke deserves 
to be re-elected

As Falmouth Dis-
trict resident, I would 
like to endorse Super-
visor Meg Bohmke in 
the upcoming elec-
tion. I once had an is-
sue and she spent time 
resolving it. This is 
the kind of people we 
need on the Stafford 
Board of Supervisors, 
regardless of party af-
filiation.

So vote for her and 
know that she is a 
great supervisor and 
needs to continue do-
ing her job for all of us.

Otto Richter
Stafford
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so politicized? The U.S. 
has the scientific capac-
ity to defeat this virus, 
but I doubt that it has the 
political will.

Donald Bley
Spotsylvania
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