
FORUM“Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for free-
dom by drinking from the cup of bitterness 
and hatred.”

— Martin Luther King Jr.
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Our Forum

For most of us, these are unprecedented times. We 
haven’t lived through a pandemic, nor have we 
been witness to insurrection at the highest level 

in our nation’s capital — until now.
Divisive rhetoric from political parties and the inability 

to compromise have fanned the flames of discontent and 
angst leading up to and playing a part in recent events. 

After tearing down metal barricades at the foot of the 
Capitol steps last Wednesday, throngs of demonstrators 
broke in the building and made a mockery of American 
democracy. One posed for photos with his feet propped on 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s desk and another sat in Vice 
President Mike Pence’s chair on the Senate floor.

Worst of all, four people died in the violence that ensued, 
including one woman who was shot by an officer just out-
side the House chamber.

There are no innocent parties in modern politics.
Emotions are high, tempers are short and understand-

ably so. However, it does not give anyone a pass to run 
amok.

To our leaders, from the outgoing president down, we 
ask that you lead, by example. You can and should do 
better. Lack of respect for one another, the office that you 
hold and the people you serve has led to violence, upheav-
al and divisiveness in our communities and across our 
nation. Do better.

As a community, we can also do better. Change begins 
with each and every one of us. Regardless of political af-
filiations, active participation or apathy to the situation, 
our families, friends and community are all impacted by 
the way we behave. 

It’s time to take stock of our actions, our words and our 
deeds. Our collective and individual actions and inactions 
will determine the community we live in. The community 
our children will grow up in.

It’s time to get it right. Be respectful and be kind.

Leaders should 
lead by example

 Capitol mob was decades in the making
Last Wednesday’s terrorist attack on our nation’s 

capital was the tragic, but inevitable, culmination of four 
decades of growing division in our nation.

Beginning with Ronald Reagan’s declaration that 
government was the problem, not 
the solution, a growing number of 
Americans have come to believe just 
that. They may have misread his 
intent, which might well have been 
to express that government is some-
times the problem and instead came 
to believe it is always the problem. 

Regardless, accompanying that 
belief have been many negatives, 
including a growing attitude of “my 
president or your president,” not 
“our president.”

I’m not sure when I first heard the actual phrase “your 
president,” but suspect it was during the Clinton years. 

President Bill Clinton has been judged in hindsight as 
having done a competent job, but during his tenure, his 
personal moral failings were deemed repugnant by many 
Americans and provided ammunition for his critics. Back 

then, from Republican friends came, “Look 
what your president has done now.”

During the George W. Bush years, it was 
Democrats’ turn to declare, “Your presi-
dent is determined to go to war.” The anger 
associated with the Supreme Court ruling 
in Bush vs. Gore hardened the feelings of 
“your or mine” even more during Bush’s 
second term.

And then came Barack Obama. The re-
markable ascendancy to the presidency of 
a black American frightened and angered 

many white Americans. Rather than a “post racial” age, 
Obama’s election pulled off the scab that covered the na-
tion’s racist sore and “your president, not mine” became 

a battle cry.
All of which and more was preparation for Donald 

Trump, who ascended to office partially on the “birther” 
lie that his predecessor was not even a native American. 

Presidents Clinton, Bush and Obama had all professed 
to represent all Americans, and I believe that each of 
them meant it, even as the country was becoming more 
noticeably divided during their terms of office. Not so with 
President Trump. He has never pretended to represent all 
Americans. His public comments, both in social media 
and to adoring supporters during numerous rallies, has 
set the tone of friends and enemies, not fellow Americans.

And as the past four years have progressed, his follow-
ers have been encouraged to believe he is “my president,” 
and his opponents have increasingly been convinced that 
he is “not mine.” 

That hardcore attitude enabled the defeated president 

By John Edwards

IN THE

SHORT
ROWS

Reader Forum
NOTE: The Smithfield Times welcomes letters from 

our readers and asks only that they be a maximum 
of 2,000 characters (330 words).Please avoid personal 
attacks on individuals. Letters must be signed and an 
address and phone number included for verification 
of authorship. The Smithfield Times will edit letters 
as needed. Mail letters to The Smithfield Times, P.O. 
Box 366, Smithfield, VA 23431, or email to editor@
smithfieldtimes.com. 

Isle of Wight resident Tiffany James was 2 years old in April 1981 when she tried to bottle feed 
quadruplet Nubian goats born on her family’s farm a short time earlier. 
 (The Smithfield Times file photo)

Lots of friends

Roads could be
overwhelmed

Editor, The Smith-
field Times:

The effort to add more 
homes to already impact-
ed road structures such 
as Battery Park and Nike 
Park roads is not advis-
able. 

In case anyone has  for-
gotten, Isle of Wight, Vir-
ginia, can experience var-
ious weather conditions 
such as hurricanes and/or 
radiological/nuclear situ-
ations from Surry Nuclear 
Power Plant. All homes 
could be required to evac-
uate on our two-lane road 
systems in a few hours. 

This is especially im-
portant when you consid-
er the EAC for us all is 
Smithfield High School, 
where in case of nuclear 
accident (yes, we have our 
Dominion Power Nuclear 
Calendar, thank you) you 
have a short time to get 
to an EAC, be decontam-
inated and obtain pedicle 
care/potassium iodide 
(for protection of thyroid) 
if needed.

Has Dominion Power 
reviewed the new evacu-
ation requirements need-
ed with the addition of 
1,106 new homes on the 

current infrastructure? 
Have Dominion Power 
and Isle of Wight County 
created new evacuation 
plans based on valid data/
models? This phase of any 
county planning is needed 
to ensure rapid and safe 
evacuation of everyone, 
and identify the legally 
responsible party for ad-
verse situations caused by 
a failed plan. An increase 
of several thousand cars 
needs to be in the plan, and 
a working plan approved 
and provided to the public. 

Remember, we will also 
have many citizens also 
coming to our areas from 
south of Surry. If anyone 
has bothered to travel the 
roads during our new-
to-us “rush hour,” even 
Route 10 is busy, and Nike 
Road bottlenecks severely 
at the Battery Park light. 

If everyone is on the 
road to evacuate, what is 
the plan with an addition-
al at least 1,106 potential 

vehicles at that light? And 
it could be double. A ‘bike 
path’ does not fix that 
situation.

There is another issue, 
for those of us with health 
issues: access to medical 
hospitals in a timely man-
ner. Adding more cars to 
what is already crowded 
can add long minutes to an 
emergency response. 

F o r  G a t l i n g  P o i n t e 
South, it is Carrolton who 
responds, and they travel 
Nike Park to reach our 
area. What will be the de-
lay time if there are now 
a significant number of 
new vehicles on the road? 
Is the vision for the new 
homes to be bike paths, 
with a public bus service 
to replace vehicles on the 
roads?

And then there is a pos-
sible need to evacuate 
due to hurricanes. Home-
owners could be facing a 
really difficult evacuation 
need, similar to what we 

have seen in some areas 
of Smithfield flooding this 
past spring. Boat rescues 
for over 1,000 homeowners 
could be a challenge!

Joan Conover
Smithfield

Alzheimer’s
group forms

Editor, The Smith-
field Times:

They are all around us, 
but we don’t always see 
them. 

They are people like 
you and me — spouses, 
moms and dads, sons and 
daughters, sisters and 
brothers — caring for 
loved ones unable to care 
for themselves. They have 
a common bond — memory 
loss or dementia. We have 
a name for it. Alzheimer’s 
disease. It haunts many 
of us as we age. There 
are more than 5 million 
Americans living with Alz-
heimer’s, the sixth-lead-
ing cause of death in our 
country.

Who cares for the par-
ent or spouse with demen-
tia? Ultimately it is the 
family, and statistically 

• See ROWS, p. 3

• See LETTERS, p. 3
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Keeping 
You & Our 
Staff Safe
At Sentara, the safety of our community and

staff is our highest priority. By following strict

guidelines and implementing extra safety

measures, we are dedicated to keeping you and

our staff safe while providing the care you need 

in our facilities. You’re safe at Sentara.

To learn more about the precautions 

Sentara is taking to keep you safe, 

visit sentara.com/safe.

Screening Everyone 
Who Enters

 Our Facilities

Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) for 
All Clinicians & Staff 

Separating 
COVID-19 Patients 

From Others

Testing Providers 
and Staff as Needed

Screening Everyone 

Testing Providers 

Masking Everyone 
Who Enters 

Our Facilities

98.6°

Personal Protective 

Separating 

Ongoing, Robust 
Cleaning for 

Infection Prevention

COVID-19 Testing 
Before Some Tests 

& Procedures 

Limiting 
Visitors

By Dr. Dan Lufkin

For most institutions, 
2020 was a challenging, un-
precedented year. Our lives 
were affected in ways we 
had never seen before. As 
the clock struck midnight on 
Dec. 31, hope sprang eternal 
for a better new year.

As we move into 2021, 
there is excitement about 
the future for the Western 
Tidewater community and 
more specifically, Paul D. 
Camp Community College. 
While looking to the future, 
we also want to pause to rec-
ognize the 50th anniversary 
of the college.

Paul D. Camp Commu-
nity College opened in the 
fall of 1971 on an 80-acre 
site in Franklin. Today, 
the college spans across the 
Western Tidewater region, 
with campuses in Franklin 
and Suffolk, and a center in 
Smithfield.

As we reflect on the leg-
acy of the Camp family and 
recall their many contribu-
tions to the community and 
the high regard they had for 
education, it is not surpris-
ing that Franklin became the 
site of the 17th community 
college in the Virginia Com-
munity College System. Par-
ticularly, we are grateful for 

Paul Doug-
las Camp, 
(the name-
sake of the 
college, the 
first pres-
i d e n t  o f 
Camp Man-
ufacturing 
Company 

and a champion of educa-
tion), and his daughters 
(Ruth Cutchins Camp Camp-
bell McDougall and Willie 
Antoinette Camp Younts), 
who donated the land for the 
Franklin campus 50 years 
after his death. It is safe to 
say that the success of the 
college, and the success of 

our students, would not have 
been possible without their 
initial gift — a gift that has 
positively impacted nearly 
50,000 people who have taken 
classes or attended an event 
at the college, and the count-
less others who will follow as 
we look to the future.

Today, the success and 
expansion of the college is 
a perpetual reminder of the 
legacy of Paul D. and the be-
nevolent Camp family. Much 
like the prosperity that the 
Camp brothers brought to 
Franklin through their lum-
ber and paper mills a centu-
ry ago, the college continues 
to flourish by supporting the 

community with high-qual-
ity educational programs 
that provide residents with 
the skills and credentials 
they need for jobs in the 21st 
century. And, our Workforce 
Development Center has 
become a hub for the com-
munity and an engine for the 
local economy.

We are excited to cele-
brate the 50th anniversary 
of Paul D. Camp Community 
College and are even more 
excited to move forward 
into the next 50 years with 
a new logo that bears the 
Camp name. With the cur-
rent pandemic still with us, 
we have put the possibility 

of an in-person celebration 
on hold. We will continue to 
monitor the situation and 
will announce when a cele-
bration will occur.

Until then, keep happy 
thoughts, follow safety proto-
cols, and remain optimistic 
that we will observe the 
anniversary of PDCCC and 
other Western Tidewater 
milestones together during 
this new year.

Dr. Dan Lufkin is pres-
ident of Camp Community 
College. He can be reached at 
dlufkin.pdc.edu.

Celebrating 50 years at PDCCC

to rally radical groups, in-
cluding numerous Republi-
cans in Congress, to join him 
in his effort to illegally over-
turn the November election. 
The result of their attempted 
coup was seen by a shocked 
nation last Wednesday.

Trump’s efforts have 
failed and the rule of law 
has held, but just by the 
skin of our teeth, and the 
nation is now more divided 
than ever. President-elect 
Joe Biden will surely be 
“your president” in the eyes 
of a substantial minority of 
Americans.

And therein lies the root 
of much of our discontent.

Back during the Obama 
years, I often corrected 
Obama critics when they 
referred to “your president” 
by saying, “No, he’s our 
president.” And, as difficult 
as it has been, I have also 
consistently accepted Donald 
Trump as “our president.”

The decades-old belief 
that government is inher-
ently evil and the more re-
cent conspiracy theory of 
an embedded “deep state” 
have provided good political 
theater that has helped shal-
low-minded men and women 
get elected to the very offices 
they have decried. Along 
the way, though, they have 

seriously weakened this 
nation’s underpinnings and 
ultimately encouraged the 
violent Jan. 6 assault on our 
Capitol.

Those who committed 
insurrection last Wednesday 
as well as those who encour-
aged it must be brought to 
justice, but beyond that, we 
must attempt the far more 
difficult task of healing the 
nation.

That’s the challenge that 
Joe Biden will inherit when 
he is sworn in next Wednes-
day. The future of our coun-
try depends in no small 
measure on whether he can 
find enough Americans of 
differing political views who 
are willing to work together, 
both in Congress and across 
the nation. 

We all need to put our 
shoulder to that wheel, be-
cause this republic desper-
ately needs our attention. 
And a good place to start will 
be to once again acknowl-
edge, if not embrace, occu-
pants of the White House as 
“our president.”

John Edwards is publish-
er emeritus of The Smithfield 
Times. His email address is 
j.branchedwards@gmail.
com.
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Letters
one person, the primary 
family caregiver, who en-
ters a maze of uncharted 
territory with obstacles 
and limited options that 
are not user-friendly. Most 
provide unpaid care, and it 
gives rise to loss of dreams 
and plans, financial insta-
bility, depression, anxiety 
and poor self-care. And 
this time of COVID-19 cre-
ates increased isolation 
when we all try to observe 
limited contact with oth-
ers.

The Alzheimer’s As-
sociation offers support 
groups for these family 
caregivers. It provides an 
opportunity for them to 
learn they’re not alone, 
to gain some perspective, 
to problem-solve, to learn 
of resources and to vent 
some feelings. But it has 
had to navigate the vi-
rus by closing in-person 
groups and moving to on-
line groups via Zoom.  

If you are a family care-
giver and caring for a 
loved one with dementia, 
we have a group for you! 
This is a new group for 
Smithfield/Western Tide-
water area residents. It 
meets on the third Friday 
of the month from 2-3 p.m. 
The meeting will be held 

virtually via Zoom. 
Carrie Bruce and Caro-

lyn Savinsky are co-facili-
tators. Email Smithfield-
CaregiverGroup@gmail.
com for further informa-
tion. You must register 
to participate and sign-in 
details for the meeting will 
be emailed to you. We look 
forward to welcoming you 
at our first meeting of 2021, 
this coming Friday, Jan. 
15, at 2 p.m.

Carolyn Wade Savin-
sky

Smithfield

Lessons from
Germany trip

Editor, The Smith-
field Times:

I’d like to share what 
I wrote when I returned 
from a trip to Germany in 
March.

We as a society like to 
paint Hitler as a historical 
villain, and that’s not with-
out its truth. In reality, 
though, there are hundreds 
and thousands of Hitlers 
walking among us every 
day. It is only when we, as 

people, give those individ-
uals power that they can 
become dangerous.

Though America has its 
laws, and a Constitution 
that is the backbone to 
our nation, this does not 
mean as a country we are 
at any less risk for the rise 
of fascism.

In President Trump’s 
America, rhetoric based on 
terror is used to describe 
a “what if” world based 
on people’s greatest fears. 
Citizens are constantly 
being told that any prob-
lems in existence today 
can be blamed on a single 
source or group of people, 
and that as a nation we 
must do whatever it takes 
to protect the greatness of 
the country, and all those 
who stand in the way of its 
success. 

This type of national-
ism is exactly the type of 
thinking that led to the 
Holocaust during World 
War II, as well as a cen-
sored and fearful life for 
German citizens, who were 
afraid to openly voice their 
thoughts and concerns. The 
less people who spoke up, 
the more it was thought to 
be an unpopular opinion, 
and the more acceptable the 
atrocious violent behavior 

became.
Though pride in your 

country is nothing to be 
ashamed of, it can set a 
dangerous precedent if we 
also don’t uphold another 
responsibility of being a 
good citizen, speaking out 
against what we feel is not 
morally right as a human 
being, not just as one coun-
try. The us vs. them men-
tality leads to things like 
violence and pain disguised 
as freedom of expression.

The real power lies not 
in our laws, but in the 
ability to speak up. That 
in itself is what continues 
to thwart a second rise of a 
third reich from happening 
again, today.

Jessica Jackman
Norfolk

Letters must be signed 
and an address and 
phone number included 
for verification of au-
thorship. The Smithfield 
Times will edit letters as 
needed. Mail letters to 
The Smithfield Times, 
P.O. Box 366, Smithfield, 
VA 23431, or email to 
editor@smithfieldtimes.
com.

Letters

Lufkin
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Our Forum

Putting aside for a moment the merits and demerits of 
a new housing development off Battery Park Road, we are 
heartened by the civic engagement surrounding the related 
rezoning decisions.

What was believed to be a record crowd for a town Plan-
ning Commission meeting filled the available chairs at the 
Smithfield Center last week, with many people standing 
around the perimeter. Evident in their opposition to the 
800-plus-home Mallory Scott Farm project was an abiding 
love for Smithfield and Isle of Wight and a concern about 
the community’s future should it follow other Tidewater 
communities down the path of unbridled growth.

A petition bearing more than 2,000 names opposed to 
the project speaks to the collective nerve the proposed 
housing development has struck. We commend the work of 
its organizers in making sure opposition voices are heard.

The Planning Commission, chaired by Town Council-
man Randy Pack, deserves some credit as well. The panel 
wisely sent developer John Napolitano back to the drawing 
board last fall, resulting in a scaled-down project that, while 
still huge, is more than a quarter smaller than originally 
proposed. Pack did a commendable job running last week’s 
public hearing, letting 20-plus opponents and the developer 
himself have their say, only once having to ask for order 
in the energized crowd.

The commission acted wisely, in our view, by tabling 
its recommendation on eight zoning-related changes the 
project would require. 

The Planning Commission is only an advisory body, but 
its recommendations tend to carry great weight with the 
Town Council, which will have the final say. Last week’s 
public hearing gave Pack and the other commissioners 
much to think about.

Citizen opposition must be balanced with consideration 
of the town’s tax base and future economic health. We 
agreed with the observation of the developer and even 
several opponents at the public hearing that the prime 
property near Battery Park and Nike Park roads will even-
tually be developed with housing. Given that inevitability, 
town officials must decide whether the current proposal 
is the right one.

It won’t be an easy call, but the process to date -- high 
citizen engagement, some concessions by the developer 
on the size and particulars of the project, and a planning 
commission that is unemotionally, but carefully, doing its 
job -- has unfolded exactly as it should.

Much to like about
rezoning debate

America has lost its sense of collective good
Post-World War II America was quite different than 

the country we inhabit today. Americans still had the 
“can do” attitude that defeated 
Nazi Germany, its Fascist ally It-
aly and the Japanese imperialists.

Gearing up for and shoulder-
ing the massive effort that was 
needed to become the world’s 
most powerful nation in war and 
later, in peace, required the ac-
tive participation, or at least the 
acquiescence, of the vast majority 
of Americans. Whether it was the 
work by millions of Americans in 
assembly lines or the sacrifice made by troops on the 
battlefield, most of the nation was involved positively 
in the war effort.

There were self-centered people back then, to be 
sure. Some skirted rationing rules, and others sold 

raw materials on the black market, thus 
made a financial killing while the war 
was killing their neighbors.

For the most part, though, Ameri-
cans pulled together, and when the war 
ended, a spirit of optimism and patrio-
tism prevailed. 

That spirit included a willingness 
to work together in solving national 
issues, including efforts to eradicate 
communicable diseases. People had a 
sense of community, of wanting to help 

each other get through tough times and tough issues.
My generation well remembers lining up on Sun-

day after church to walk through a clinic sponsored by 

the local Health Department and swallowing a sugar 
cube laced with polio vaccine. Polio vaccination was 
close to 100% in the U.S., and that deadly virus was 
essentially eradicated. 

Many of us still carry tiny scars on our upper arms 
that were left by the live vaccine with which we were 
pricked — not shot — to protect against smallpox.

And when many of us joined, or were drafted into, 
the military, we were lined up to file through a large 
gymnasium where Navy Corpsmen and Army Medics 
stood waiting with shot “guns” to vaccinate us against 
multiple potential contagions. As we walked through, 
we were shot in both arms, often at the same time, 
and told to keep moving. There was no debate of indi-
vidual rights. We were all in it together and expected 

By John Edwards

IN THE

SHORT
ROWS

Reader Forum
NOTE: The Smithfield Times welcomes letters from 

our readers and asks only that they be a maximum 
of 2,000 characters (330 words).Please avoid personal 
attacks on individuals. Letters must be signed and an 
address and phone number included for verification 
of authorship. The Smithfield Times will edit letters 
as needed. Mail letters to The Smithfield Times, P.O. 
Box 366, Smithfield, VA 23431, or email to editor@
smithfieldtimes.com. 

Houses along the southern bank of the Pagan River were home to the town’s wealthiest residents. The 
Berryman house still stands and still has the ornate gazebo shown on the hilltop in this photograph. 
The elaborate wharf has been replaced. Further upstream in the photo is an ice factory, with a schooner 
alongside, possibly taking on ice blocks to be shipped. (The Smithfield Times file photo)

Living in style

Don’t destroy
small-town 

charm

Editor, The Smith-
field Times:

I was born and raised 
in St. Louis, Missouri, and 
have intentionally chosen 
Smithfield, Virginia, to 
live in, and God willing, 
die in. When retiring from 
the Air Force after 20+ 
years of service, I was 
afforded the opportunity 
to settle anywhere in the 
country at the expense of 
my grateful nation.  

After living/traveling 
all around the U.S. and 
the world, I chose Virgin-
ia! So obviously I’m not a 
“Hampton Roads native,” 
but I chose to live like a 
Smithfield native because 
I appreciate it for exactly 
what is, what it represents 
and not the possibility of 
what it “could” turn into 
regardless of impact to the 
majority of others. 

I took a job at the Pen-
tagon, lived in Reston and 
Herndon for an interesting 
five years of “city life.” I 
couldn’t take it anymore 
and moved to Carrollton. 

I longed for a quiet, safe, 
beautiful  country-ish, 
small-town lifestyle for 
myself and my aging Mis-
souri-born mother.  

She and I both fell in 
love with Smithfield, but 
that was as close as I could 
get to Smithfield at the 
time. Then I married a 
military man and our fam-
ily’s final choice was still 
Smithfield, Virginia, and 
we purchased a home on 
Trumpet Road. The won-
derful small-town feel of 
Smithfield was what we 
compared every place we 
traveled to for business 
or pleasure. Nothing was 
ever quite like Smithfield. 

The uncrowded paths in 
Windsor Castle Park, the 
small creeks that appear 
out of nowhere, the ability 
to still enjoy a small-town 
Farmers Market, the peo-

ple always so polite and 
welcoming, You know, 15 
cars actually constitute 
a “traffic jam” on South 
Church Street — we all 
know that can no longer be 
said for Carrollton. 

The rezoning of Mallory 
Farm will surely destroy 
all of the reasons myself 
and many others who in 
the last 15-20 years have 
decided to, or continue 
to, make Smithfield our 
home. We all know that 
Smithfield’s quiet small-
town charm, low popula-
tion and low crime rate is 
quickly becoming a rarity 
in our country.  

Rezoning Mallory Farm 
will be beginning of the 
end of this type of living 
all for the false premises of 
“prosperity and growth.” 
You have to ask yourself, 
“Grow into what?” 

More is not always a 
good thing. Please pre-
serve Smithfield. Vote no 
to this rezoning. Conserve 
Mallory Farm. 

Catherine GM Vines
Smithfield

Fill statue void
with school tribute

Editor, The Smith-
field Times:

Our county government 
now has a “Monument Cir-
cle” official address with 
no viewable and visitable 
monument.

Must we now spend 
even more taxpayer dol-
lars changing our govern-
ment stationery, websites, 
USPS Change of Address 
notifications, direction-
al signs, EMS and fire 
dispatch maps and radio 
protocols, etc.?

No, we simply erect and 
dedicate another monu-
ment. But to what? Here’s 
my idea: A monument to 
past, present and future 
educational institutions 

• See LETTERS, p. 3

• See ROWS, p. 4



Master Naturalist
 Historic Southside

 The Shrinking 
Violet

By Mary Catherine Foster

The idiom “shrinking violet,” has been in use since at 
least the early 1800s. At first, it was used to refer to the 
actual wild flower that often grows in shady spots, tucked 
into nooks and crannies and bearing flowers that seem to 
hide among its leaves. By the midcentury, use of the term 
was expanded to include reference to a shy, modest indi-
vidual. For many of us, we would add another phrase — a 
harbinger of spring. The native violets are a welcomed 
early sign of spring in late February and early March; 
and unless you are taking a stroll, you may hardly notice 
the blooms peeking out of the debris left over from winter.

The common blue violet (Viola sororia) seems to have 
been anything but “shrinking” this spring. Along some 
of the routes I frequently travel, two large patches caught 
my attention in late March. One patch was on a ditch bank 
along the Central Hill Road not far from the Isle of Wight 
Courthouse. On a bright sunny day, the patch was hard 
to miss. The second sighting was along Peanut Drive just 
down from where that road intersects with the Central 
Hill Road. A ribbon of blue violets seemed to flow down 
the center of a ditch. It was so striking that I pulled into a 
driveway and walked over to gaze at the awesome sight. 
Neither patch was visible for much over a week, being 
swallowed up by fast-growing grasses and weeds.

Wild violets are often considered a weed in turf grass 
and lawns. They spread by seeds and rhizomes and may 
be a pest if a manicured lawn is the goal. While generally 
not a showy plant, violets have a purpose in the local eco-
system. Violets are host to 27 species of native caterpillars, 
including three species of fritillary butterflies. A small 
structure attached to the seeds contains fats and protein. 
Ants use these structures as a food source and transport 
them to their nests, thus helping to disperse seeds. The 
flowers attract bees and other pollinators, and the seeds 
attract game birds. Native violets can be blue, white or 
purple. They grow in sun or shade and, while preferring 
moist soils, will grow with average conditions. The plants 
can make an attractive ground cover.

Native violets can be under-appreciated and unnoticed 
until seen en masse. This year the common blue violet, at 
times, was anything but shrinking or modest. Oh, the joy 
of taking a ride on country roads.

Page 4 – The Smith� eld Times – Wednesday, May 19, 2021

County of Isle of Wight 2nd half 2020-2021 Real Estate/Stormwater 
and 1st half 2021 Personal Property tax bills due June 7, 2021 were 
mailed April 30, 2021. If you own Real Estate/Stormwater and/or 
Personal Property Taxes and did not receive a tax bill, please contact 
our office immediately to determine if you owe any tax. State law 
requires that real estate taxes and personal property not paid by 
June 7, 2021 will incur penalty and interest. Failure to receive a tax 
bill does not relieve penalty and interest. A postmark of June 7, 2021 
is required to avoid penalty and interest.
The license fee is due on the 1st instalment. A license fee of eighteen 
dollars (18.00) for each license year, as hereinafter provided for, 
is hereby imposed on each and every motorcycle, motor scooter, 
motorbike or other motor vehicle of like design or similar thereto to 
which this article is applicable, and a license fee of thirty-three dollars 
(33.00) for each license year, as hereinafter provided for, is hereby 
imposed on each and every other kind and type of motor vehicle to 
which this article is applicable. A license fee of ten dollars (10.00) for 
each license year, as hereinafter provided for, is hereby imposed on 
the following: each National Guard license plate with “NG” and each 
farm truck license plate with an “F”. Vehicles with “Farm Use” license 
plates are not subject to a license fee.  You may refer to the Municode 
for further information.
For your convenience we offer several payment options. Our office 
accepts cash, check, money order, or credit cards. Residents may opt 
to pay online by using your current bill, customer number, and home 
computer by logging onto www.co.isle-of-wight.va.us. We accept 
MasterCard, Visa, Discover, or American Express. A 2.4% convenience 
fee will be added to your charge. You can also charge by telephone 
by calling 1-866-616-5727 and following the instructions. Automatic 
draft is now available; please call the Treasurer’s Office at 365-6228 
for additional information. 
Our office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday. If you 
come by after business hours you may place your payment in the silver 
drop box, labeled Treasurer’s Office, located on the walk-way beside 
the Administrative Building, 17090 Monument Circle. Any payments 
received after 5:00 p.m. June 7, 2021, will be considered delinquent. 
For questions or more information, please call the Treasurer’s Office 
at 365-6228. You may inquire on Citizen Self Service by using 
your PPID # or Parcel # at https://isleofwight.munisselfservice.com.  
To update your account information regarding ownership or residency, 
please contact the Commissioner of the Revenue’s office at 365-6219 
(Real Estate) or 365-6222 (Personal Property). 

TAX NOTICE TO 
RESIDENTS OF 
ISLE OF WIGHT 

COUNTY

THANK YOU! 
Judith C. Wells 
County Treasurer

12172 Smiths Neck Rd
Carrollton, VA, 23314

757-356-1515

NOMINATE 
US FOR 

BEST CHURCH!!

Craig Burton
Your Hometown

Real Estate Professional
20 YEAR MILITARY VETERAN

Military Relocation Professional
Seniors Real Estate Specialist

Contact me for all your
Real Estate needs 757-367-3412

319-C MAIN STREET, SUITE 101
SMITHFIELD, VA  23430

A MEMBER OF THE FRANCHISE
SYSTEM OF BHH AFFILIATES, LLC

OFFICE: 757-356-5541
Craig.Burton@BHHSTowne.com

REALTOR®

• Continued from p. 1

Gas
Most gas stations in Surry 
County are still reporting 
limited fuel options. 

As of late May 17, the 
Colonial Pipeline reported 
“substantial progress” in 
moving fuel through its pipe-
line system and is report-
ing that it is “transporting 
refined products (gasoline, 
diesel and jet fuel) at normal 
levels and are fully opera-
tional.”

AAA is forecasting 34 
million people across the 
country to take a road trip 
of at least 50 miles during 
the Memorial Day weekend, 
a 52% increase from last 
summer but still nearly 9% 
lower than pre-pandemic 
levels in 2019. It is anticipat-
ing that the trips will not be 
nearly as long and will spend 

a little less.
“This is going to be an 

expensive summer for mo-
torists,” Darby said. “How-
ever, we do not expect it to 
deter travelers from hitting 
the road.”

AAA says crude oil prices 
and gasoline demand would 
be factors in determining 
how expensive gas prices 
will get.

Gov. Ralph Northam is-
sued a state of emergency 
May 10. The Environmen-
tal Protection Agency also 
issued a temporary trans-
portation waiver to help in-
crease gas supplies, though 
Northam’s declaration gave 
state agencies the ability to 
issue their own waivers as 
required. 

to protect the community 
around us.

Throughout much of 
the past century, vaccina-
tions have been required 
of children entering public 
school. They are aimed at 
protecting the children 
and, in some instances, 
their classmates, from 
diphtheria, meningitis, 
polio, measles and more.

During the last 40 years, 
Americans have become 
far more focused on their 
individual sensitivities, 
wants, likes and dislikes, 
and society has become 
accustomed to pandering 
to those who whine about 
their right to dissent.

Thus, here we are. A 
pandemic has “officially” 
taken the lives of more 
than 580,000 Americans, 
and quite probably has 
killed or contributed to 
the deaths of closer to a 
million, according to epi-
demiologists. Now, we are 
on the cusp of controlling, 
if  not eliminating, the 
COVID-19 virus and its 
variants, and a significant 
portion of our population 
is whining that they don’t 
want to be vaccinated.

And in America today, 
there is no will to force 

the issue. In fact, COVID 
vaccination has become, 
astonishingly, the latest 
cultural battleground, 
with a disturbing number 
of vaccination opponents 
openly defying the com-
mon sense of vaccinating 
the general public. It’s lit-
erally a battle over wheth-
er to protect our neighbors 
or not, with a significant 
number of people saying, 
no, they won’t.

The Republican-domi-
nated Florida legislature 
even enacted a law that 
p r o h i b i t s  b u s i n e s s e s , 
schools and governmental 
entities throughout that 
state from asking someone 
to provide proof of having 
been vaccinated. A par-
ent living in Florida thus 
cannot determine whether 
their child is entering a 
school where teachers and 
staff have been vaccinated. 
Nor can an employer who 
has hundreds of employ-
ees working shoulder to 
shoulder in an assembly 
line even inquire whether 
those employees have been 
vaccinated. 

Americans understand-
ably take their individual 
liberty seriously, but up 
until now, we have always 

taken protection of the 
community seriously as 
well. If a person wants to 
smoke, they are allowed 
to, but in most parts of the 
country today, they are 
expected to do it where 
their smoke doesn’t end 
up in the lungs of others. 
Not so with COVID. You 
want to be a carrier of this 
deadly disease? It seems 
you will be able to and 
those around you will be 
none the wiser, until they 
become infected.

 While those who have 
been vaccinated seem to 
be quite safe even from 
COVID carriers, epide-
miologists have said that 
unless we get 70% or more 
of the public vaccinat-
ed, even more dangerous 
variants of the virus have 
a better chance of getting 
a foothold. Why on earth 
would anyone want to 
leave themselves and their 
neighbors open to that 
prospect?

John Edwards is pub-
lisher emeritus of  The 
Smithfield Times. His email 
address  is  j .branched-
wards@gmail.com.

• Continued from p. 2
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Catch The Smith�eld 
Timeson Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/smith�eldtimesva

 By Rachel Wartian
Staff Writer

The Tent Revival Com-
mittee plans a second meet-
ing in preparation for the 
fall event for Suffolk and its 
surrounding areas.

A second meeting for the 
October 2021 Rekindle Vir-
ginia Tent Revival is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. on May 27 at 
Trinity Christian Church 
of Suffolk, 128 Franklin St. 
Even though the meeting is 
in Suffolk, this revival is also 
for the surrounding areas, 
including Smithfield, Isle 
of Wight and Northeastern 
North Carolina.

This tent revival will be 
a three-night event to bring 
spiritual renewal to the area 
with activities for adults and 
teenagers.

“God brought many 
mighty revivals through the 
Second Great Awakening 
in America, which was in 
Virginia between 1740 and 
1790,” said Dalton. “He did it 
once, and He can do it again.”

The first organization 
meeting was held on April 22. 
At this meeting, Dot Dalton, 
the founder and former pres-
ident of Impact Suffolk, was 
voted chairman. Magnolia 
United Methodist Church 
was chosen to be a co-sponsor 
of the tent revival, and dona-
tions can be sent to 1764 Wil-
roy Road, Suffolk, VA 23434. 
Attn: Rekindle Virginia.

The dates and location of 
this revival have not been 
confirmed yet. The various 
committees for this revival 

are still securing a site and 
will have set dates once that 
happens. However, the area 
can still plan for a three-night 
revival this October.

“We encourage church 
leaders, youth leaders and 
individuals to come, who 
believe that Jesus Christ is 
Savior and Lord and want to 
see the power of God at work 
in our area,” said Dalton. 
“People must also want our 
churches to be in unity and 
believing for revival.”

Rekindle Virginia Tent 
Revival is based upon a soon 
to be released book compiled 
by Dalton, called “Rekindle 
Virginia: The Flames of Re-
vival,” which recounts the 
many revivals that spread 
across America and had their 
start in Virginia. 

To learn more about the 
tent revival, future meetings, 
volunteer opportunities or 
Dalton’s book, visit rekin-
dleva.com. This website will 
also be kept up to date for 
information leading up to 
the event. 

Tent revival to hold 
second meeting



FORUM“Man cannot discover new oceans unless he 
has the courage to lose sight of the shore.”

— Andre Gide
French author
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Our Forum

Isle of Wight’s coming-out party after more than a year 
of COVID-19 hibernation has been a blast.

Our takeaway from the Isle of Wight County Fair in Sep-
tember and last weekend’s Bacon, Bourbon & Music Fest 
at Windsor Castle Park is that people are ready to socialize 
and have a good time. We commend the many volunteers 
with the fair committee and Smithfield VA Events, which 
sponsors the bacon and bourbon event, for the countless 
hours required to make such signature events successful. 
They are good for the community’s economy and the col-
lective spirit of county residents. This year’s events, which 
were treated very kindly by Mother Nature, reminded us 
just how much we missed them in 2019.

Downtown Smithfield merchants, after a few weeks of 
consideration, decided last week to bring back Halloween 
festivities on Main Street, yet another sign of the communi-
ty’s return to normalcy. We look forward to hosting young 
gremlins and goblins again on the newspaper’s front lawn, 
including the annual costume contest, which will take 
place at 5:30 p.m. on the gazebo stage. Trick-or-treating 
with Main Street merchants will be from 5-7 p.m. Oct. 31.

We have just one request if, like us, you want to see 
community events continue without interruption: Get the 
COVID-19 vaccine or, if you’re already vaxxed, encourage 
friends and family who are not to join you in the ranks of 
the vaccinated.

As of Monday, 71% of Isle of Wight County residents 
ages 18 and older had been vaccinated, according to the 
Virginia Department of Health. Surry County trailed at 
65%. Both counties lag the statewide vaccinated rate of 
76%, so more progress is needed.

A COVID spike late last week in Isle of Wight, including 
the third-highest single-day case count since the pandemic 
began in March 2020, was a fresh reminder that this is no 
time to let your guard down. We also are encouraged by 
fresh evidence daily that so-called “breakthrough” cases 
in vaccinated people are much less severe, rarely leading 
to hospitalization or death.

Getting the final 30% of the community vaccinated will 
go a long way toward ensuring that the fun continues in a 
reopening Isle of Wight.

Keep the 
party going

But for the shouting, we’d find some common ground
What we say, and how we say it, matters. Unfortunate-

ly, much of what we say today, especially in the public 
square, is intended to be derogatory, and you’d better 
believe it’s taken that way. 

The result is that we have become 
more and more divided in our views, 
and less and less likely to try to un-
derstand the views of others.

We don’t agree on much in the 
United States these days, but we 
probably agree on more things than 
we want to admit. We just can’t get 
past the shouting to talk rationally.

Much of our public language is 
shaped by our politics, and modern 
politics is just plain toxic. We can’t be liberals or conser-
vatives anymore. We are more apt to be labeled as radical 
left or radical right. There are indeed plenty of both, but 

if you sat down and talked with most people and got past 
the labels, you’d probably find that deep down, they fall 
somewhere between the two. You’d just never know it to 

hear our national and state politicians — 
and pseudo cable TV journalists — talk.

Even our home states are labeled. We’re 
either “red” or “blue,” depending on what 
state we call home. How is that helpful in 
having a national dialogue about anything?

For example, the overwhelming major-
ity of Americans today agree that global 
warming is not only occurring but is 
being hastened by the concentration of 
greenhouse gases placed in the atmosphere 
through the burning of fossil fuels. That’s 

about as sophisticated as most of us get with respect to the 
issue, but most of us do agree with that premise. 

Try moving from there to solutions, though, and you 

run head on into ideological conflict and name calling. And 
it’s not a new phenomenon. Decades ago, those who were 
concerned about the environment were called “moose and 
goose people,” a label intended to show they thought more 
of wildlife than of human life. Today, the terms include eco 
and green, and they’re the kinder ones. Get anywhere close 
to either and you’ll be labeled, this time for favoring the 
environment over a roaring stock market and traditional 
jobs that might be lost.

Job shifts and short-term economic turmoil are legiti-
mate concerns, but arguments so often become personal 
and politically driven that rational debate is impossible. 
For example, we oppose wind turbines because they’re un-
sightly, even if they are so far offshore as to be out of sight.

Vehicle manufacturers, including Ford Motor Co., 
are moving into the electric vehicle market, but critics 

By John Edwards

IN THE

SHORT
ROWS

Reader Forum
NOTE: The Smithfield Times welcomes letters from 

our readers and asks only that they be a maximum 
of 2,000 characters (330 words).Please avoid personal 
attacks on individuals. Letters must be signed and an 
address and phone number included for verification 
of authorship. The Smithfield Times will edit letters 
as needed. Mail letters to The Smithfield Times, P.O. 
Box 366, Smithfield, VA 23431, or email to editor@
smithfieldtimes.com. 

The old steamship wharf and commercial buildings along the Pagan Creek lay in ruins when photographed 
in the mid-1970s. They were demolished soon after this photograph was made and townhouses built 
along the section of waterfront. Still later, Smithfield Foods constructed three office buildings in the 
historic wharf area. (Smithfield Times file photo)

Decaying waterfront

Biogas plant
beats alternative

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

I appreciate Jolene Maf-
nas’ letter to the editor 
(“Surry should reject bio-
gas,” Sept. 29). I read about 
Food and Water Watch, for 
whom she is an organizer, 
and I can say I am very 
much on board with its 
aims. 

However, in this case, 
where she disparages 
the recovery and re-use 
of methane from animal 
waste, I must disagree.

The methane generat-
ed by animal waste is not 
going to end with her pre-
scriptions in the letter. It 
will continue to generate 
and seep into the atmo-
sphere, where its global 
warming potential (GWP) 
is 28-36 times as much as 
CO2 over 100 years, and as 
much as 80 times as much 
over 25 years. So, why not 

capture the methane and 
take it to places where it 
will be burned into CO2, 
which, bad as it is, is very 
much less a global warming 
agent than methane?

Ms. Mafnas seems to be 
focused too much on the 
big-bad-local-corporation 
angle, and not enough on 
the science. Her argument 
should be directed at the 
oil and gas extraction and 
transport industry. That is 
where the methane escape 
problem is huge and makes 
animal-generated methane 
pale by comparison.

Dave Goodridge
Smithfield

Brewer dodges
valid questions

Editor, The Smith-
field Times:

The Smithfield Times 
reserved a portion of last 
week’s edition to this No-
vember’s 64th House of 
Delegates election. They 
had a series of important 
questions they asked both 
incumbent Emily Brewer 
and candidate Michael 
Drewry.

Delegate Brewer re-
fused to answer these 
questions despite multiple 
attempts by The Smith-
field Times to connect 
with her. This refusal is 

indicative of Emily Brew-
er’s unwillingness to rep-
resent all of the citizens 
of the 64th District. Her 
blatant disregard to the 
valid concerns the Times 
inquired about is noth-
ing short of an admission 
that she is only willing to 
represent a portion of her 
constituents.

She posted her weak 
and predictable excuse 
for lack of participation 
on Facebook by claiming 
media bias and unfair-
ness. On the contrary, the 
questions were centered 
around why she is running 
for the position and her 
views on issues the Gen-
eral Assembly has and will 
be voting on, including 
policies that directly affect 
the 64th District. 

By failing to acknowl-
edge this, she is either 
not taking a stance on 
the issues or she does not 
want her stances known 

• See LETTERS, p. 3

• See ROWS, p. 4



Master Gardener
Western Tidewater

(Bert Cregg, Michigan State University Extension 
photo)

Red maples with 
green leaves?

By Mark C. Carroll

During our plant clinic on Sept. 18 at the Smithfield 
Farmers Market, a visitor asked why her red maple (Acer 
rubrum) did not turn red this year? According to a Pied-
mont Master Gardener article, not all red maples turn 
red in the fall. More dependable varieties are identified 
as “rubrum” because of their overall redness, not just the 
color of the leaves. This description, of course, does not 
answer the question: why did the redness change this year 
to greener foliage?

Michigan State University Extension author Bert Cregg 
suggests probable causes in his article titled “Moisture 
Stress and Lack of Nutrients Contribute to Maple Color 
Issues.” I suggest if you’re having abnormal leaf color 
changes, you take a moment to look up this article. Most 
gardeners I speak with agree this growing season has been 
abnormal because we have experienced a late frost and 
very wet, very hot and very dry periods. A day or two of 
these conditions does not seem to impact regular growing, 
but when these conditions exist for a week or two at a time, 
the transition from one to the other creates stress and can 
cause disease, die off, and color changes.

Could lack of nutrients be this home gardener’s issue? 
Of course, all plants and animals require nutrients. In fact, 
lack of nutrients in plants causes chlorosis or extreme 
yellowing. On red maples, chlorosis gives leaves a greener 
appearance. 

So, it seems we have not eliminated the cause of this 
particular issue. In fact, it could be either, or both. It 
is likely that weather-related stress is the most likely 
cause, because it would seem unlikely that there was a 
big change in nutrient levels for this particular tree this 
year compared with past years. While we cannot test or 
improve the weather this last year or next year to ensure 
optimum growing conditions, we can test the soil for ade-
quate nutrients. Soil tests are a reliable and low-cost way 
to determine nutrient deficiencies and get recommenda-
tions to correct them. For more information go to www.
soiltest.vt.edu, contact the Isle of Wight Extension office, 
or meet an Extension Master Gardener at an upcoming 
plant clinic, where we can give you collection materials 
and information.

One last thought on how our practices can actually 
reduce stress in trees. The “flare” of a tree is where the 
bottom part of the trunk starts to get dramatically bigger, 
and it extends to the top of the roots. Remember this, espe-
cially for mature trees, “Flares need air,” mostly because 
they need to be dry most of the time. Structurally, the 
flare is one of the most important parts of a tree and if it 
is wet, moldy or rotting, the tree will be severely stressed. 
Mulching around the tree to retain moisture is good, but 
not in the flare area. In my opinion an exposed flare can 
be far too beautiful to cover up.
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Let us help you keep and
grow your hard earned money

Need a Helping Hand?

  Corporate, Partnership, Individual 
 Trust and Estate /  Tax, Accounting, 

 Planning, Payroll, and Bookkeeping Services

757-357-3861

Visit us on the web at www.bealeandcurran.com 

Diana F. Beale, CPA Deborah A. Curran, CPA

1801 S. Church Street, Smithfield

Certified Public Accountants
Beale & Curran, P.C.

are bemoaning the inability 
to “fill up” with electricity 
as quickly as you can with 
gasoline or diesel fuel. That 
will kill the innovation, they 
warn. 

It may delay it, but it 
won’t  kill  it .  Electric 
charging stations will be 
developed that can keep up, 
but meanwhile, critics prefer 
to frighten people away from 
buying electric vehicles so 
they can then say the effort 
to convert failed.

There are many deroga-
tory terms not related to 
the environment, of course. 
There are “snowflakes,” a 
pejorative used for people 
who have an inflated sense 
of their uniqueness — and 
entitlement — who can’t 
deal with opposing views. 
Another is “woke,” a term 
originally used to describe 
an awareness of injustice, 
now used as a pejorative by 
those who say it’s an over-
sensitivity to injustice. We 
certainly can’t afford too 
much sensitivity.

Of course, there is misog-
ynism, homophobia and, a 
new one for me — ableism. 
That’s a prejudice against 
the disabled, for gosh sakes.

One of the most widely 
used derogatory phrases 
these days is cancel culture. 
I’m still trying to figure out 
exactly what it is, but basi-
cally it refers to ostracism 
because of one’s views.

These terms and many 
more have a common thread. 
They are all negative. They 
are all meant to label and 
divide us. Not a one of them 
is intended to unite us. 

There’s a reason for that. 
We react to negativism. 
Many of us will even send 
money to persons who es-
pouse our narrow views. 
And that, of course, helps 
fuel even more negativism.

John Edwards is publish-
er emeritus of The Smithfield 
Times. His email address is 
j.branchedwards@gmail.
com.
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By Titus Mohler
Staff Writer

The Windsor Economic 
Development Authority is 
drawing from town history 
to create something memo-
rable by which people can 
recognize the locality. The 
EDA has ordered three large 
frog sculptures that will 
be painted and placed at 
key points in Windsor by 
around spring 2022.

Windsor Town Council-
man Jake Redd, who sits 
on the EDA, shared some 
details on the project with 
the council during its Sept. 
14 meeting, and he also 
spoke about it in a Sept. 16 
interview with the Windsor 
Weekly. 

In the interview, he said 
the EDA had been looking 
for a way to aid the town 
not just through business re-
tention and recruitment but 
also by creating “something 
just to have for people to 
recognize the town by other 
than, say, the Dairy Queen.”

Redd recalled that fellow 
EDA member, Durwood 
Scott, helped get the project 
started.

“He rode through a town 
where they’ve got painted 
bicycles, all sorts of differ-
ent bicycles throughout the 
town, and it’s just kind of 
an odd thing but a neat and 
cool-looking thing,” Redd 
said. “So he kind of was 
pushing (that) we ought to 
do something like that.”

Then DeWitt Holland or 
possibly another EDA mem-
ber offered up the idea of a 
frog being the emblem for 
Windsor, Redd said.

“If you look at the town 
crest, there is a frog on 
there, and before Windsor 
was called ‘Windsor,’ — at 
least this is the way I under-
stand the story to be — when 
it was first named, or a long 
time ago, it at least went by 
the nickname ‘Frog Bottom’ 
or ‘Frog Town,’” Redd said. 
“That’s kind of where the 
frog got put on the crest and 
has been a part of Windsor 
for a while.”

The Town of Smithfield 
has pig sculptures, inspired 

by that town’s connection 
to ham, and Redd indicated 
Smithfield’s project has 
served as a guide for Wind-
sor.

“DeWitt Holland has 
been instrumental, pushing 
this (frog) project forward 
and reaching out to people 
and figuring out how Smith-
field has handled their pig 
project and then reaching 
out to the company that has 
made the pigs and picking 
the frog design,” Redd said.

The company making 
the frogs is called Cowpaint-
ers, a Chicago-based en-
terprise that specializes in 
the design and fabrication 
of fiberglass animal forms, 
particularly for public art 
projects.

The chosen design for 
Windsor shows a frog in a 
sitting position but about 
to leap. Brieanne Hauger, 
of Cowpainters, said this 
design is fabricated in hand 
lay up fiberglass.

Redd noted that each 
frog is 42 inches high, 42 
inches wide, has 45 inches 
of depth and weighs about 
250 pounds.

He said the EDA has allo-

cated $5,000 for the project.
“The cost of one frog is 

$1,171, and right now, the 
EDA’s ordering three, and 
of course, there’s shipping 
costs and some other costs 
to be associated with getting 
them in place and that sort 
of thing,” he said.

Each frog will ultimately 
need to be set on a concrete 
pedestal, and “we may do 
some (pedestals) that look 
like a lily pad or something 
like that,” Redd said.

A fun catchphrase will 
likely be employed to help 
tie together the themes 
of the frogs and the town. 
“We don’t know what we’re 
going to do, but we’ll prob-
ably have kind of a little, 
catchy (slogan) — ‘It’s a 
hoppin’ place,’ or ‘This is a 
jumpin’ town,’” Redd said.

He credited Holland 
with helping get some other 
members of the communi-
ty involved, like Windsor 
Christian Church, which 
has purchased a fourth copy 
of the selected Cowpainters 
frog to place on its own 
property in an effort to help 
further promote the town.

“There’s also some talk 

about, in the future basical-
ly, maybe some business lo-
cations and the town work-
ing together and hopefully 
getting the same exact frog 
put on the business’ prop-
erty, and the business has 
control over it,” Redd said.

The placement of the 
three frogs purchased by 
the EDA is undetermined 
at this point.

“We’re just starting to 
talk about that, really look-
ing for some ideas,” Redd 
said. “I’d like to see one 
probably go at the Windsor 
Town Center, but that’s 
school board property 
where the actual town cen-
ter is, so everything is up in 
the air.”

Redd said he thinks 
Windsor Christian Church’s 
frog will arrive in Decem-
ber, and his rough estimate 
for the arrival of the town’s 
frogs is January.

After arriving, the frogs 
will need to be painted at an 
indoor location somewhere, 
then clear coated and then 
placed, Redd said. The town 
will look to make this a 
springtime project.

The Windsor Economic Development Authority has purchased three of these frogs 
that are fabricated in hand lay-up fiberglass. Pictured is a painted and installed 
example of the leaping frog sculpture that will soon be emblematic of the Town 
of Windsor at key spots within the locality. (Submitted by Cowpainters)

Frogs to know Windsor by
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Hospital
Need, both facilities would 
serve the VDH’s Planning 
District 20, and therefore 
are considered “competing” 
projects.

But the “competing” des-
ignation doesn’t mean “zero 
sum,” where only one of 
the two projects can be ap-
proved, Mannino explained.

“In theory, both requests 
could be approved, neither 
of the requests could be ap-
proved, or one approved and 
one denied,” Mannino said.

State Health Commis-
sioner Dr. Norman Oliver 
will have the final say.

The public hearing for 
the Sentara project is set for 
10 a.m., with the hearing for 
the Riverside project sched-
uled to begin no earlier than 
11 a.m. At both hearings, 
the applicants will be given 
15 minutes to present their 
projects, followed by public 
comments.

According to the pub-
lic notice advertised in 
the Sept. 29 edition of The 
Smithfield Times, River-
side’s Isle of Wight hospital 
is projected to cost $100 
million, and would include 
34 medical-surgical beds, 10 
intensive care unit beds, six 
obstetric beds, general and 
intermediate-level neonatal 
intensive care unit services, 
four general purpose operat-
ing rooms, one CT scanner, 
one MRI scanner and one 
PET scanner. The Sentara 
project, on the other hand, 
is projected to only cost just 
over $233,000.

The public can partic-
ipate in either hearing 
by calling 1-844-517-1271 
or visiting the following 
web address: https://wil-
liamsmullen.webex.com/
williamsmullen/j.php?M-
TID=m8a84dcdcbf6832732e-
59b112c3422ceb.

Upon visiting the web 
address, the participant 

will be directed to down-
load and install the WebEx 
app, then be directed to the 
public hearing page when 
the installation has been 
completed. To join in the 
hearing by phone or online, 
participants will need to 
enter the access code 2341 
638 6997 and the meeting 
password SPtwPQJP233.

Written comments may 
be sent to the Virginia De-
partment of Health at 9960 
Maryland Drive, Suite 401, 
Henrico, VA 23233 or by 
email to copn@vdh.virgin-
ia.gov. Public comments 
will be accepted through 
Oct. 18.

​​“The Isle of Wight and 
Surry County communities 
have responded enthusias-
tically to the proposal to es-
tablish Riverside Smithfield 
Hospital,” said Jessica Ma-
calino, associate vice pres-
ident cardiovascular and 
pulmonary service line for 
Riverside Health System. 
“Nearly 2,000 letters have 
been submitted to the Vir-
ginia Department of Health 
in support of the project, 
including resolutions from 
both counties and the towns 
of Smithfield and Windsor. 
We are grateful for the ex-
traordinary level of commu-
nity support the project has 
received so far.”

Both projects are already 
under review. The public 
hearing “is just one of the 
steps in the process,” Man-
nino said.

Per state law, the VDH 
must consider the current 
and projected future capaci-
ty of existing hospitals, their 
current and projected rate of 
utilization, the anticipated 
impact of changes in popu-
lation and demographics, 
and other criteria outlined 
in Virginia Code 32.1-102.1:3.

Once both hearings are 
complete, the Division of 

Certificate of Public Need 
will issue a staff report with 
recommendations regard-
ing both projects. If one or 
both is approved, they will 
head directly to Oliver’s 
office for a final decision, 
which Mannino said Oliver 
is scheduled to make Dec. 8.

If one or both is recom-
mended for denial, they will 
proceed to what Mannino 
described as an “informal 
fact-finding conference” 
akin to a court proceeding, 
where the applicant can 
present to an “adjudication 

officer” as to the merits of 
the project.

It will then take “a mat-
ter of weeks,” Mannino said, 
for the adjudication officer 
to make his or her recom-
mendation, which will also 
then go to Oliver for a final 
decision.

Oliver’s final decision 
will be published online at: 
https://www.vdh.virginia.
gov/licensure-and-certifica-
tion/the-certificate-of-pub-
lic-need-program/staff-re-
ports/.
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