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Coy Ferrell
Times sTaff WriTer

$�SLYRWDO�¿JXUH�LQ�WKH�OLWWOH�NQRZQ�
HIIRUWV�WR�H[SRUW�FDWWOH�IURP�9LUJLQ-
LD� WR� (XURSH� LQ� WKH� ����V�� WKH� ODWH�
-RKQ�3��0LGGOHWRQ�-U���RI�7KH�3ODLQV��
ZDV�KRQRUHG�DW�D�EULHI�FHUHPRQ\�DW�
WKH�0DUVKDOO�/LYHVWRFN�([FKDQJH�LQ�
-DQXDU\��0LGGOHWRQ� GLHG� LQ� ����� DW�
WKH�DJH�RI�����
-RKQ�0LGGOHWRQ¶V�VRQ��7RGG�0LG-

GOHWRQ�� RI� 1RNHVYLOOH�� VWLOO� VSHDNV�
ZLWK�FRQVLGHUDEOH�HPRWLRQ�DERXW�KLV�
IDWKHU� DQG� WKH� PHPRULHV� RI� JURZ-
LQJ�XS�RQ�D�VPDOO�IDUP�RXWVLGH�7KH�
3ODLQV��³+H�ZDV� WKH�JX\�ZKR�FRXOG�
ZDON� LQ�D�URRP��DQG�WKHUH�ZRXOGQ¶W�
EH� D� VWUDQJHU� ZKHQ� KH� OHIW�́ � 7RGG�
0LGGOHWRQ� VDLG� RI� KLV� IDWKHU�� ³+H�
ZRXOG� DOZD\V� DVN� DERXW� WKH� RWKHU�
SHUVRQ��KH�QHYHU�OLNHG�WR�WDON�DERXW�
KLPVHOI�́
7KH� 0LGGOHWRQ� IDPLO\� RZQHG� D�

ODUJH�FDWWOH�IDUP�RXWVLGH�7KH�3ODLQV�
XQWLO� WKH� *UHDW� 'HSUHVVLRQ�� ZKHQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ� IHOO� DSDUW�� -RKQ�0LGGOH-
WRQ� DQG� KLV� EURWKHU�� -DFN�� ZHQW� RII�
WR�¿JKW�LQ�WKH�ZDU��%\�WKH�WLPH�WKH\�
UHWXUQHG�� DOO� EXW� D� VPDOO� FRUQHU� RI�
WKH� IDUP� KDG� EHHQ� ORVW� WR� IRUHFOR-
VXUH�� 7RGG� 0LGGOHWRQ� VDLG�� KLV� ID-
WKHU� VWDUWHG� RYHU�� EXLOGLQJ� D� FDWWOH�
EURNHUDJH�EXVLQHVV�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�GH-
FDGH��+H�HYHQWXDOO\�SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�D�
'HODSODQH�UHVLGHQW��'HQQLV�0F&DUW\�
,,,��WR�IRUP�0	0�&DWWOH�&RPSDQ\��
-RKQ�0LGGOHWRQ� WUDYHOHG� DOO� RYHU�

9LUJLQLD�DQG�VRPHWLPHV�WR�VXUURXQG-
LQJ�VWDWHV�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�FDWWOH�VDOHV��KLV�
VRQ�UHPHPEHUHG��³%DFN�WKHQ�LW�ZDV�
YHU\�ODERU�LQWHQVLYH��WR�JR�DQG�HLWKHU�
EX\� RU� VHOO� FDWWOH�� ,W�ZDV� YHU\� WLPH�
FRQVXPLQJ�́ � 7KH� ZKROH� V\VWHP� UH-

OLHG�RQ�EURNHUV�OLNH�KLV�IDWKHU�±�WUXVW�
LQ� WKH� SHUVRQ� IDFLOLWDWLQJ� WKH� GHDO�
ZDV�YLWDO��³<RX�ZHUH�RQO\�DV�JRRG�DV�
\RXU�ODVW�GHDO�DQG�\RXU�UHSXWDWLRQ�IRU�
EHLQJ�IDLU�DQG�EHLQJ�KRQHVW�́ �KH�VDLG�
Cattle connects two worlds 
$V� WKH� ����V� GDZQHG�� )DXTXLHU�

&RXQW\�ZDV�VWLOO�LVRODWHG�IURP�WKH�UHVW�
RI�WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�LV�SUDFWLFDO-
O\� XQLPDJLQDEOH� WRGD\�� 2QO\� DERXW�
WKUHH�LQ�¿YH�KRPHV�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\�KDG�
D�WHOHSKRQH��WKH�8�6��&HQVXV�%XUHDX�
IRXQG�� DERXW� WZR�WKLUGV� KDG� D� WHOH-
YLVLRQ��&RQVWUXFWLRQ�RI� ,QWHUVWDWH����
ZDV� FRPSOHWHG� LQ� ������ -XVW� �������
SHRSOH�OLYHG�LQ�WKH�FRXQW\��DERXW�WKH�
VDPH�DV�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH���WK�
FHQWXU\� DQG� RQO\� DERXW� ������PRUH�

WKDQ� LQ������� �7KH�FRXQW\�KDV�PRUH�
WKDQ��������UHVLGHQWV�QRZ���
%XW� WKH� ZRUOG� ZDV� FKDQJLQJ� DQG�

EHFRPLQJ�PRUH� LQWHUFRQQHFWHG�� )UHH�
WUDGH� DJUHHPHQWV� DPRQJ� FRXQWULHV�
ZLWKLQ� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV¶� VSKHUH� RI�
LQÀXHQFH� PHDQW� WKDW� WKH� SURWHFWLRQ-
LVP�WKDW�GH¿QHG�WKH�SUH�ZDU�\HDUV�ZDV�
ODUJHO\�D�WKLQJ�RI�WKH�SDVW��'HVSLWH�WKH�
GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�:RUOG�:DU�,,��WKH�ZRUOG�
ZDV�H[SHULHQFLQJ�DQ�HFRQRPLF�ERRP��
,WDO\��IRU�LQVWDQFH��KDG�EHHQ�GHYDV-

WDWHG�E\�WZR�GHFDGHV�RI�D�)DVFLVW�GLF-
WDWRUVKLS�DQG�WKHQ�E\�D�EUXWDO�FRQÀLFW�
EHWZHHQ�1D]L�DQG�$OOLHG�DUPHG�IRUF-
HV�RQ� WKH�SHQLQVXOD�±�ZKLFK�ZDV� LQ�
WXUQ�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�D�UXWKOHVV�FLYLO�
ZDU�EHKLQG�WKH�IURQW�OLQHV��

But only a few years after the 
HQG�RI�WKH�VHFRQG�ZRUOG�ZDU��,WDO\¶V�
HFRQRP\� ZDV� JURZLQJ� DW� D� EUHDN-
QHFN� SDFH�� IXHOHG� E\� DQ� LQÀX[� RI�
FDSLWDO� ±� DERXW� ���� ELOOLRQ� LQ� �����
GROODUV� ��� XQGHU� WKH�0DUVKDOO� 3ODQ��
$QG� LQ� ������ ,WDO\� ZDV� RQH� RI� WKH�
IRXQGLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�(XURSHDQ�
(FRQRPLF�&RPPXQLW\��WKH�PXOWLODW-
HUDO�WUDGH�DJUHHPHQW�WKDW�ZRXOG�ODWHU�
EHFRPH�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��RSHQ-
LQJ�XS�QHZ�PDUNHWV�DQG�VSDUNLQJ�DQ�
HUD�RI�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�SURVSHULW\��

This all meant that more Italians 
FRXOG�DIIRUG� OX[XULHV�� OLNH�EHHI�DQG�
FRZ¶V�PLON��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�ZHDOWK-
LHU�LQGXVWULDO�UHJLRQV�PRVW�EXR\HG�E\�
$PHULFDQ�¿QDQFLDO�DLG��³7KH�JURZ-
LQJ� GHPDQG� IRU� EHHI� LV� HYLGHQW� LQ�
PDQ\�FRXQWULHV�́ �D�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�
RI�$JULFXOWXUH� VDLG� LQ� D� �����SUHVV�
UHOHDVH�DW�WKH�WLPH��³&RQVHTXHQWO\��LW�
EHFRPHV�HYLGHQW�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�ODUJH�
PDUNHW�WR�EH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�FDWWOH�́ �7KH�
ROG�VWDQGDUG�RI�(XURSHDQ�EHHI�FDWWOH�

ZDV�OHDQHU�WKDQ�FRQVXPHUV�QRZ�GH-
PDQGHG��WKH�SUHVV�UHOHDVH�H[SODLQHG��
JLYLQJ� $PHULFDQ� SURGXFHUV� DQ� RS-
SRUWXQLW\�WR�PDUNHW�FDWWOH�RYHUVHDV��
,Q� WKH� HDUO\� ����V�� WKH� 9LUJLQLD�

'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$JULFXOWXUH�LQLWLDWHG�
DQ� DJJUHVVLYH� PDUNHWLQJ� FDPSDLJQ�
LQ� (XURSH� WR� SURPRWH� WUDQV�$WODQ-
WLF� FDWWOH� VDOHV�� ³>,@W� LV� DSSDUHQW�
WKDW�9LUJLQLD� FDWWOHPHQ� DUH� JHDULQJ�
WKHPVHOYHV� WR� RSHUDWH� VXFFHVVIXOO\�
DQG�FRPSHWLWLYHO\�LQ�WKLV�UDSLGO\�GH-
YHORSLQJ� RXWOHW� IRU� WKHLU� OLYHVWRFN�́ �
D� GHSDUWPHQW� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� VDLG� LQ�
WKH�VDPH�SUHVV�UHOHDVH��
Virginia cattle 
brokers lead the way
-RKQ� 0LGGOHWRQ� DQG� 0F&DUW\�

ZHUH�WZR�RI�WKHVH�HQWHUSULVLQJ�FDWWOH�
EURNHUV��$QRWKHU�ZDV� /DUU\� 6\NHV��
RI�%XQG\�DQG�6\NHV�&DWWOH�&RPSDQ\�
LQ�/HEDQRQ��9LUJLQLD��,Q�������6\NHV�
DUUDQJHG� WKH� H[SRUW� RI� ���� IHHGHU�
FDWWOH��WKHVH�DUH�EHHI�FDWWOH�QRW�\HW�DW�
D�VXI¿FLHQW�ZHLJKW�WR�EH�VODXJKWHUHG��
WR�,WDO\��WKH�¿UVW�VKLSPHQW�RI�OLYH�FDW-
WOH�WR�(XURSH�VLQFH������
$�\HDU�ODWHU��0LGGOHWRQ��0F&DUW\�

DQG�WKH�5LFKPRQG�EDVHG�DXFWLRQHHU�
��� ORQJWLPH� IULHQG� RI�0LGGOHWRQ� ���
'HQQLV�2ZQE\� RI�2ZQE\�$XFWLRQ�
DQG� 5HDOW\� &RPSDQ\� SUHSDUHG� D�
VKLSPHQW�RI�����GDLU\�FDWWOH�IRU�,WD-
O\��WKH�FDWWOH�ZHUH�SXUFKDVHG�E\�DQ�
,WDOLDQ�GDLU\�IDUPHUV¶�DVVRFLDWLRQ�WR�
EUHHG��³,�IHHO�WKDW�WKLV�PDUNHW�RSHQV�
WKH� GRRU� WR� WKH� SUR¿WDEOH� UDLVLQJ�
DQG�PDUNHWLQJ�RI�DQRWKHU�FRPPRG-
LW\�EHVLGHV�PLON�IRU�RXU�GDLU\PHQ�́ �
0LGGOHWRQ�ZDV�TXRWHG�DV�VD\LQJ�DW�
WKH�WLPH��

0RUH�WKDQ�KDOI�D�FHQWXU\�DJR��D�)DXTXLHU�FDWWOH�
EURNHU�KHOSHG�LQWURGXFH�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�9LUJLQLD

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL

Tommy, Pat and Todd Middleton (second, third and fourth from left) presented representatives of the Fauquier Livestock Exchange with a photo of their father, 
John Middleton, and a donation. At left is Mark Seitz, president of the board of the livestock exchange; at right is Butter Strother, secretary and treasurer of the 
board; livestock exchange manager Stan Stevents is second from the right.

John Middleton and Dennis Ownby 
step off a plane at Dulles Airport in 
January 1966 after returning from Italy. 
Middleton is holding up a signed contract 
for a large shipment of dairy cattle.

See MIDDLETON��SDJH���
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0LGGOHWRQ��0F&DUW\�DQG�6\NHV�IDFLOLWDWHG�WKH�
VKLSPHQW� RI� ������ IHHGHU� FDWWOH� WR� ,WDO\� ODWHU� LQ�
������VRPH�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�SXUFKDVHG�DW�WKH�)DX-
TXLHU�/LYHVWRFN�([FKDQJH�LQ�0DUVKDOO��³,W¶V�WDNHQ�
D�ORW�RI�ZRUN�DQG�D�IHZ�KHDGDFKHV�WR�EULQJ�DERXW�
WKLV�VKLSPHQW�́ �0LGGOHWRQ�WROG�WKH�)DXTXLHU�'HP-
RFUDW� DW� WKH� WLPH��$Q�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�SKRWRJUDSK�
VKRZV�0LGGOHWRQ��0F&DUW\�DQG� ,WDOLDQ� LPSRUWHU�
(PLOLR�*DGGLQL�ZLWK�EURDG�VPLOHV�RQ�D�1RUIRON��
9LUJLQLD�SLHU�RQ�WKH�GD\�VKLSPHQW�OHIW�9LUJLQLD��
2QH� RI� WKRVH� KHDGDFKHV� ZDV� D� ODVW�PLQXWH�

EUHDNGRZQ� RI� D� GHDO�ZLWK� XQLRQL]HG� ORQJVKRUH-
PHQ� DW� WKH� 5LFKPRQG� SRUW�� 0LGGOHWRQ� DQG� KLV�
EXVLQHVV� SDUWQHUV� KDG� QHJRWLDWHG� D� GHDO� IRU� WKH�
ZRUNHUV�WR�ORDG�WKH�FDWWOH�DW�D�IHH�RI����FHQWV�SHU�
KHDG�� QHZVSDSHUV� UHSRUWHG� DW� WKH� WLPH�� ³6R�� WKH�
GD\�KDV�FRPH��LW¶V�DOO�FRPH�WRJHWKHU��WUXFNV�FRP-
LQJ�IURP�DOO�RYHU��ERDW�LV�ZDLWLQJ�́ �7RGG�0LGGOH-
WRQ� H[SODLQHG�́ � DQG� MXVW� DERXW� WKH� WLPH� WKH\¶UH�
UHDG\� WR� VWDUW� ORDGLQJ�� WKH� XQLRQ� JX\� FRPHV� XS�
DQG�VD\V��³������KHDG�RU�HOVH�ZH�ZRQ¶W�GR�LW�́ �
-RKQ�0LGGOHWRQ� FDOOHG� KLV� WZLQ� EURWKHU�� -DFN�

0LGGOHWRQ��DOVR�RI�7KH�3ODLQV��DQ�LQÀXHQWLDO�¿J-
XUH�LQ�WKH�VWDWH�5HSXEOLFDQ�3DUW\��WR�QHJRWLDWH�WKH�
FULVLV��³,W�GLGQ¶W�ORRN�OLNH�DQ\WKLQJ�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�
KDSSHQ��EXW�DW�WKH�ODVW�PLQXWH�-DFN�ZDV�DEOH�WR�JHW�
WKH�XQLRQ�GRZQ�WR����FHQWV�D�KHDG�́ �7RGG�0LGGOH-
WRQ�VDLG��³+H�KDG�WKH�SROLWLFDO�LQÀXHQFH�DQG�KDG�
WKHP�FKDQJH�WKHLU�PLQGV�́ �7KH�FULVLV�ZDV�DYHUWHG��
DQG�WKH�FDWWOH�PDGH�LW�RQWR�WKH�VKLS��
-RKQ� 0LGGOHWRQ� ZRXOG� VXEVHTXHQWO\� PDNH�

VHYHUDO�WULSV�WR�(XURSH�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�9LUJLQLD�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$JULFXOWXUH� DQG� WUDGH�RUJDQL]D-
WLRQV�WR�SURPRWH�$PHULFDQ�FDWWOH��7RGG�0LGGOH-
WRQ�UHFDOOHG�VRPH�RI�KLV�IDWKHU¶V�VWRULHV�DERXW�WKH�
WULSV��ZKLFK�VRPHWLPHV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�FRPHGLF�FXO-

WXULQJ�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV��
2Q� RQH� WULS�� 7RGG�0LGGOHWRQ� VDLG�� KLV� IDWKHU�

DUULYHG�LQ�6SDLQ�LQ�$XJXVW��ZKHQ�PRVW�6SDQLDUGV�
WDNH�D�YDFDWLRQ��³7KH\�FORVHG�GRZQ�SUHWW\�PXFK�
WKH�ZKROH�FRXQWU\�WR�JR�RQ�YDFDWLRQ�«�VR�P\�GDG�
DQG�'HQQLV� >2ZQE\@�JHW�RYHU� WKHUH�«�DQG� WKH\�
FRXOGQ¶W�JHW�DQ\WKLQJ�GRQH��QRWKLQJ�ZDV�RSHQ�́ �KH�
ODXJKHG��³6R��WKH\�MXVW�KDG�WR�PDNH�WKH�EHVW�RI�LW�́ �
2Q� DQRWKHU� RFFDVLRQ� ±� 7RGG� 0LGGOHWRQ� UH-

PHPEHUHG�LW�DV�RFFXUULQJ�LQ�,WDO\�±�KLV�IDWKHU�DQG�
2ZQE\�ZHUH�RIIHUHG�D�ORFDO�GHOLFDF\��VRPHWKLQJ�
WR�GR�ZLWK�EDE\�ELUGV�DQG�VDXFH��KH�UHFDOOHG��DQG�
PDGH�D�KHURLF�HIIRUW�QRW�WR�EH�UXGH�WR�WKHLU�GLQQHU�
KRVWV��2ZQE\�HQGHG�XS� UXLQLQJ� D� VXLW� MDFNHW� E\�
KLGLQJ�WKH�IRXO�VPHOOLQJ�PRUVHOV�LQ�KLV�SRFNHW�DI-
WHU�KH�PLPHG�HDWLQJ�WKHP��
7KHLU�HIIRUWV�SDLG�RII��$�SKRWRJUDSK�HVSHFLDOO\�

GHDU�WR�7RGG�0LGGOHWRQ�VKRZV�D�WULXPSKDQW�-RKQ�

0LGGOHWRQ� DQG� 2ZQE\� VWHSSLQJ� RII� D� SODQH� DW�
'XOOHV�$LUSRUW��ZKLFK�KDG�RSHQHG�MXVW�IRXU�\HDUV�
HDUOLHU��LQ�-DQXDU\�������0LGGOHWRQ�LV�KROGLQJ�XS�D�
VLJQHG�FRQWUDFW�IRU�D�ODUJH�VKLSPHQW�RI�GDLU\�FDWWOH��
³7KDW¶V�ZKDW� NLQG� RI� RSHQHG� WKH� ÀRRGJDWHV�́ �

7RGG�0LGGOHWRQ� UHFDOOHG��%\�0DUFK�������PRUH�
WKDQ��������KHDG�RI�OLYH�FDWWOH�KDG�EHHQ�VKLSSHG�
IURP� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� WR� ,WDO\�� WKH� )UHH� /DQFH�
6WDU�UHSRUWHG��-RKQ�0LGGOHWRQ�VWD\HG�LQYROYHG�LQ�
WKH� RYHUVHDV� FDWWOH� WUDGH�� EXW� JUDGXDOO\� VWHSSHG�
EDFN�IURP�D�IURQW�OLQH�UROH�DV�PRUH�$PHULFDQ�FDW-
WOH�EURNHUV�DQG�SURGXFHUV�JRW�LQYROYHG��
7KH� ³ÀRRGJDWHV´� KDG� RSHQHG�� E\� ������ WKH�

8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� FDWWOH� H[SRUW� PDUNHW� KDG� JURZQ�
PRUH�WKDQ�IRXUIROG�FRPSDUHG�WR�������&RXQWULHV�
DOO�RYHU� WKH�ZRUOG�±�HYHQ� WKRVH�ZLWKLQ� WKH�6RYL-
HW�VSKHUH�RI�LQÀXHQFH����LPSRUWHG�$PHULFDQ�EHHI�
DQG�GDLU\�FDWWOH�IRU�WKHLU�KHUGV�
7RGG�0LGGOHWRQ�UHFDOOHG�KLV�IDWKHU�ZDV�RIIHUHG�

D�OXFUDWLYH�SRVLWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�VWDWH�DJULFXOWXUH�GH-
SDUWPHQW�WR�FRQWLQXH�KLV�ZRUN�SURPRWLQJ�H[SRUWV��
EXW� KH� WXUQHG� LW� GRZQ�� ³0\� IDWKHU� KDG� D� YHU\�
XQFRQYHQWLRQDO� MRE�́ � KLV� VRQ� VDLG�� ³>+H@� QHYHU�
ZRUNHG�IRU�DQ\ERG\�XS�XQWLO�KH�SDVVHG�́ �
-RKQ¶V�ZLIH��9LUJLQLD�0LGGOHWRQ��ZDV�DQ�³DZH-

VRPH� VWD\�DW�KRPH� PRP´� ZLWK� D� GHJUHH� LQ� DF-
FRXQWLQJ��7RGG�0LGGOHWRQ�VDLG��/LNH�KHU�KXVEDQG��
VKH�OLYHG�ZHOO�LQWR�KHU���V��$IWHU�WKH�FRXSOH¶V�VL[�
FKLOGUHQ� OHIW� KRPH�� VKH� ZRUNHG� DV� D� SDUW�WLPH�
DFFRXQWDQW�DQG�ZDV�DOZD\V�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�WKH�OR-
FDO�JDUGHQ�FOXE�DQG�ZLWK�FKDULWDEOH�SURJUDPV�DW�
*UDFH�(SLVFRSDO�&KXUFK�LQ�WKH�3ODLQV��
%RWK�RI�7RGG�0LGGOHWRQ¶V�SDUHQWV�OLYHG�WR�WKH�

HQG�RI� WKHLU� OLYHV�RQ�D�VPDOO�FRUQHU�RI� WKH�RQFH�
YDVW� IDUP�ZKHUH� -RKQ�0LGGOHWRQ� KDG� JURZQ� XS�
EHIRUH�DQG�GXULQJ�WKH�*UHDW�'HSUHVVLRQ��³0\�ID-
WKHU� QHYHU� UHDOO\� UHWLUHG�́ � 7RGG�0LGGOHWRQ� VDLG��
³:H�KDG�D�JUHDW�VHW�RI�SDUHQWV�́

)DXTXLHU�FDWWOH�EURNHU�KHOSHG�LQWURGXFH�WKH�ZRUOG�WR�9LUJLQLD
MIDDLETON��IURP�SDJH���

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Dennis McCarty III (left), of Delaplane, Italian 
shipowner and importer Emilio Gaddini and John 
Middleton, of The Plains, pose on a pier in Norfolk, 
in August 1965 after reaching a deal to export 
1,200 feeder cattle to Italy. The photograph 
appeared in the Fauquier Democrat at the time.
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Charles William “Trip” Bopp, III, 24, was 
killed Thursday, April 22 at his home near 
Remington after apparently interrupting a 
EXUJODU\�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� VKHULII¶V� RI¿FH��
One suspect was arrested Saturday in Prince 
:LOOLDP� &RXQW\�� $� VHFRQG� VXVSHFW� ÀHG� WR�
Texas and was arrested Monday by federal 
DQG�ORFDO�RI¿FHUV��

“Bopp interrupted a daytime burglary in 
progress at his residence, and was subsequent-
ly shot and killed next to his vehicle upon his 
DUULYDO��7KHUH�LV�QR�LQGLFDWLRQ�WKDW�%RSS�ZDV�
WDUJHWHG�́ �D�VKHULII¶V�RI¿FH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�VDLG��
Deputies responded to the home on Freemans 
)RUG�5RDG�DERXW������S�P��$SULO�����

Jury Beatrice Guerra, 28, of Woodbridge, 

was apprehended Saturday by Prince William 
police and is currently being held without bond 
LQ�WKH�)DXTXLHU�&RXQW\�MDLO��6KH�LV�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�
second-degree murder and entering a dwelling 
ZLWK�LQWHQW�WR�FRPPLW�D�IHORQ\��
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For many working in Fauquier County, living 
here isn’t an option; solutions are elusive

By Coy Ferrell
Times sTaff WriTer

There is broad consensus that 
WKHUH�LV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�ODFN�RI�KRXVLQJ�
in Fauquier County that is afford-
able to households making less than 
$100,000 per year -- the county’s me-
GLDQ�KRXVHKROG�LQFRPH��)RU�WKH�WKRX-
sands of households making less than 
VL[�¿JXUHV��¿QGLQJ�D�SODFH�WR�OLYH�FDQ�
EH�GLI¿FXOW��$QG�WKHUH¶V�QR�RQH�VROX-
WLRQ�WR�WKH�SUREOHP��

Advocacy groups, including the lo-
cal chapters of Habitat for Humanity 
and the NAACP, are trying to start a 
community discussion about housing 
that is affordable to those making less 
WKDQ� WKH� DUHD¶V�PHGLDQ� LQFRPH�� 7KH\�
have tried to jumpstart the conversa-
tion through statements made during 
the public-comment process for the 
Warrenton comprehensive plan -- ap-
SURYHG� LQ� LWV�¿QDO� IRUP� WKLV�PRQWK� ���
and through a proposed addendum to 

WKH�FRXQW\¶V�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�SODQ�
For the families trying to scrape by 

on far less than the county’s median 
income – a full time job paying $15 
an hour equates to $31,000 per year – 
¿QGLQJ�D�SODFH�WR�OLYH�FDQ�EH�SUDFWLFDOO\�
impossible; it has forced families into 
sub-standard housing, into overcrowd-
ed living situations or into cheaper 
KRPHV�IDU�DZD\�IURP�WKHLU�MREV��

TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
The nearly completed Warrenton Knoll development on Warrenton’s Winchester 
Street is already sold out, according to the developer. The single-family homes 
were priced starting at the county’s median selling price for March, which was 
about $500,000. See HOUSING, page 8

“A community who wants 
to invest in affordable 
JQWUKPI�JCU�VQ�ƂPF�VJG�
mechanism to do so. ... 
It will never materialize 
without the work.” 

DARRYL NEHER
Executive Director, 

Fauquier Habitat for Humanity

Two charged in April 22 
fatal shooting of ‘Trip’ Bopp

Twenty-four-year old Charles “Trip” Bopp, III, 
of Remington was fatally shot April 22. He was 
a dedicated dairy farmer.

See SHOOTING, page 14

By Robin Earl
Times sTaff WriTer

Invitations should be going out May 3 to parents of stu-
dents eligible for the Fauquier County School Division’s 
6XPPHU�$FDGHP\�� )XQGHG� WKURXJK� WKH� IHGHUDO�&$5(6�
Act, the eight-week, in-person program is intended to help 
students who have fallen behind academically during the 
SDQGHPLF��,W�ZLOO�EH�GLYLGHG�LQWR�WZR�IRXU�ZHHN�VHVVLRQV�
$�WRWDO�RI������������LQ�&$5(6�$FW�IXQGLQJ�KDV�EHHQ�

HDUPDUNHG�IRU�WKH�6XPPHU�$FDGHP\��

Two 4-week sessions aim to provide enrichment 
for children most impacted by the pandemic

School division’s 
Summer Academy will 
focus on learning loss

See SUMMER, page 4

SPORTS
Baseball, 
softball and 
girls soccer 
SUHYLHZV��
Pages 19, 
20, 21, 24

Wineries on 
the lookout 
for invasive 
species. 
See page 10.
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7KHVH�DQG�RWKHU�¿QGLQJV�IURP�WKH�
December 2020 Rappahannock-Re-
gional Regional Commission’s Re-
gional Housing Study, a detailed 
report about housing availability, 
income levels and other economic 
trends in Fauquier, Culpeper, Rap-
pahannock, Madison and Orange 
counties, throw into sharp relief the 
shortage of affordable housing in 
WKH�DUHD�
Many employed in Fauquier 
can’t afford to live nearby

Because there is a dearth of hous-
ing on the lower end of the cost 
spectrum, many people are compet-
ing for a small number of affordable 
places to live – which drives rents 
and selling prices even higher, said 
Darryl Neher, the executive director 
RI�)DXTXLHU�+DELWDW�IRU�+XPDQLW\�

And, the RRRC report says, the 
county’s median income is skewed 
by county residents who commute 
to Northern Virginia to high-paying, 
ZKLWH�FROODU� MREV�� )RU� WKRVH� OLYLQJ�
and working within the county, the 
median income is about $11,000 less 
that what it takes to afford a medi-
DQ�SULFHG�KRPH��

The trends aren’t promising, either, 
1HKHU� VDLG�� ³,I� ZH� GR� QRWKLQJ�� RXU�
town (Warrenton) and county will 
become increasingly less affordable,” 
he said, emphasizing that the problem 
is a regional and national issue – not 
MXVW�D�)DXTXLHU�&RXQW\�LVVXH��

The RRRC report found that of 
the 10 fastest-growing job sectors in 
the region, eight have average yearly 
salaries of less than $75,000, Neher 
SRLQWHG�RXW���)RXU�RI�WKRVH�MRE�FDWH-
gories have average yearly earnings 
RI�OHVV�WKDQ�����������3OXV��WKH�ORQJ�
term trends in the real estate market 
favor building larger, more expen-
VLYH�KRPHV��1HKHU�VDLG��

And that’s if new homes are built 
at all; new home construction locally 
crawled almost to a stop during and 
after the Great Recession and has 
RQO\�VORZO\�UHERXQGHG��)DVW�IRUZDUG�
a decade, and the pandemic caused 
demand to be bottled up for much of 
2020, leading to what a recent Vir-
JLQLD� 5($/7256® report calls a 
“hyperactive” housing market that 
VKRZV� IHZ� VLJQV� RI� VORZLQJ� GRZQ��
There are far fewer homes on the 
market than prospective buyers, the 
report says, driving prices higher 

DQG�KLJKHU��
Those realities mean that many 

families, even those with two full-
time wage earners, are forced to live 
in sub-standard housing or relocate 
farther and farther away from their 
MREV�� VDLG� )DXTXLHU� +DELWDW¶V� (OL]D-
EHWK� 5RVH�� ³7KH\¶UH� HLWKHU� PRYLQJ�
out [of the area] or commuting,” she 
VDLG��³:KDW�NLQG�RI�TXDOLW\�RI�OLIH�LV�
that, where you can’t live and work 
in your community?” 

The situation she most often sees 
in her outreach work is overcrowd-
ing, where many members of an ex-
tended family live in often-cramped 
OLYLQJ�DUUDQJHPHQWV��)RU�VLQJOH�SDU-
ents, for people without family in the 
area or for those trying to scrape by 
on disability insurance payments or 
social security, the situation can be 
HYHQ�ZRUVH�
A real estate agent’s perspective

“With this crazy market we’re in, 
it’s harder and harder – not only for 
¿UVW�WLPH�KRPH�EX\HUV��EXW�DOVR� IRU�
seniors,” said Anne Hall, a Long & 
Foster Realtor who has worked as a 
real estate agent in Fauquier County 

IRU����\HDUV��
Hall told the story of a recent cli-

ent, a retired couple from California, 
which she said is indicative of many 
WU\LQJ� WR�¿QG�D�SODFH� WR� OLYH� LQ� WKH�
DUHD��

The couple lost their home and 
all their possessions -- “except the 
clothes on their back and the dog” 
���WR�D�ZLOG¿UH�DQG�ZDQWHG�WR�EX\�D�
home close to their daughter, who 
OLYHV� QHDU� :DVKLQJWRQ�� '�&�� 7KH\�
ORRNHG�DW�¿UVW�IRU�D�KRPH�LQ�1RUWK-
ern Virginia, but quickly discovered 
their $200,000 price ceiling shut 
WKHP�RXW�RI�WKDW�PDUNHW��

A real estate agent in Northern 
Virginia referred them to Hall, hop-
LQJ�WKH�FRXSOH�FRXOG�¿QG�D�PRUH�DI-
fordable place to live farther from 
WKH�FLW\��%XW��+DOO�� VDLG�� ³<RX�FDQ¶W�
¿QG� LW� LQ� )DXTXLHU� &RXQW\�� ,W¶V� QRW�
there,” referring to the $200,000 
SULFH�SRLQW��'HVSLWH�VHDUFKLQJ�H[WHQ-
VLYHO\��VKH�FRXOGQ¶W�¿QG�DQ\WKLQJ�RQ�
the market in their price range, even 
expanding the search to Culpeper 
DQG�5DSSDKDQQRFN�FRXQWLHV��

Hall turned to the Shenandoah 
Valley, looking for available homes 
IURP�:RRGVWRFN�WR�:LQFKHVWHU��6KH�
eventually found an “adorable” con-
dominium in Winchester for about 
����������³,�FDOOHG�WKH�DJHQW�DQG�VKH�
VDLG��µ)RUJHW�LW��:H¶YH�JRW�IRXU�RIIHUV�
already,’” Hall said, a common ex-
SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�PDUNHW��

Hall then widened her search even 
IXUWKHU�� HYHQWXDOO\� ¿QGLQJ� D� VPDOO��
well-constructed house in Page 
&RXQW\� IRU� ���������� +DOO� DGYLVHG�
them to offer $15,000 more than the 
asking price, knowing there would be 
VHYHUDO�RWKHU�RIIHUV��³,�VDLG��µWKDW¶V�DOO�
ZH�FDQ�GR�¶´�,W�WXUQHG�RXW�WR�EH�JRRG�
advice, and the owners accepted the 
couple’s offer over several others, all 
PDGH�ZLWKLQ�D�GD\�RU�WZR��

That story had a happy ending, but 
Hall said market conditions in Fau-
quier County and the region aren’t 
OLNHO\� WR� FKDQJH�PXFK� VRRQ�� 7KHUH�
DUH�WZR�PDMRU�IDFWRUV��VKH�VDLG��2QH�
LV� SUR[LPLW\� WR� '�&��� ZKLFK� NHHSV�
GHPDQG�IRU�KRXVLQJ�KLJK��7KH�RWKHU�
is the scarcity – and subsequent high 
SULFH�±�RI�ODQG�ORFDOO\��

One-acre lots in the area, for in-
stance, “are as scarce as hens’ teeth,” 
+DOO�PXVHG��+DOI�DFUH� ORWV� DUH� SUDFWL-
FDOO\�QRQ�H[LVWHQW��7KDW¶V�PDLQO\�GXH�WR�
local zoning laws, she said which pri-
RULWL]H�RSHQ�VSDFH�DQG�ODFN�RI�GHQVLW\��

Hall was careful not to criticize 
the approach – “I think they are try-
ing to preserve what is the beauty of 
this county” – but said simple eco-
nomics mean land scarcity will drive 
land prices up, which in turn makes 
KRXVLQJ� PRUH� H[SHQVLYH�� ³(YHU\-
WKLQJ�LV�JHWWLQJ�VFDUFH�́ �VKH�VDLG��

There is a bright spot, Hall said; 
for those who are able to purchase 
a home, even if it’s far down on the 
housing ladder, that real estate is like-
ly to gain value steadily, which builds 
equity and helps families move up the 
KRXVLQJ� ODGGHU��$QG�� VKH� VDLG�� WKHUH�
are programs like Federal Housing 
Administration loan insurance to 
help those with lower incomes enter 
the housing market, and other pro-
JUDPV�WKDW�VSHFL¿FDOO\�KHOS�PLOLWDU\�
YHWHUDQV�EX\�WKHLU�¿UVW�KRPH��
Addressing the problem

The Fauquier NAACP’s housing 
committee was formed last year 
amid the development of Warren-
WRQ¶V� FRPSUHKHQVLYH� SODQ�� &RP-
mittee co-leader Miggy Strano said 
consolidating information about 
housing assistance programs, like 
the ones Hall mentioned, would be 
a good place to start in addressing 
WKH�SUREOHP��
0DQ\� GLIIHUHQW� QRQ�SUR¿WV��

churches and government organiza-
tions do “wonderful work” and can 
KHOS�SHRSOH�¿QG�DQG�DIIRUG�KRXVLQJ��
6WUDQR�VDLG��³%XW�WKHUH¶V�UHDOO\�QR�KXE�
[for information] because we don’t 
KDYH� D� KRXVLQJ� DXWKRULW\�́ � VKH� VDLG��
“It’s very confusing as far as trying 
WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKR¶V�GRLQJ�ZKDW�́

This is an area where local govern-
ments could step in, she suggested, 
to help consolidate and disseminate 
information about housing programs 
WKDW� SHRSOH� PLJKW� QRW� NQRZ� H[LVW��
She pointed to the Northern Virgin-
ia Affordable Housing Alliance, a 
broad coalition of government en-
WLWLHV�� QRQSUR¿WV� DQG� EXVLQHVVHV� LQ�
Northern Virginia, as an example of 
ZKDW¶V�ZRUNLQJ��
7R� (OOVZRUWK� :HDYHU�� )DXTXLHU�

NAACP’s president, the problem 
is just as much about jobs and edu-
FDWLRQ� DV� LW� LV� DERXW� KRXVLQJ� LWVHOI��
“When we talk about affordable 
housing, we have to go back one 
step and talk about income,” he said, 
adding that attracting businesses 
with good jobs to the area and giv-
ing residents access to the education 
WR�EH�TXDOL¿HG�IRU�WKRVH�MREV�LV�MXVW�
as much a part of the equation as the 
FRVW�RI�KRXVLQJ�DORQH��

HOUSING, from page 1

PHOTO BY ALISA BOOZE TROETSCHEL/ONE BOAT MEDIA
Darryl Neher, executive director of Fauquier Habitat for Humanity

See HOUSING, page 10
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For many working in Fauquier County, living here isn’t an option; solutions are elusive
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A former educator, Weaver said 
he is frustrated by what he sees as 
the lack of educational resources 
GHYRWHG�WR�MRE�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�¿HOGV�XQ-
UHODWHG� WR� LQWHUQHW� WHFKQRORJ\�� +H�
mentioned the programs available to 
him when he was growing up, with 
training in trades like brick laying 
and farming: “Something that you 
FRXOG� GR� ZLWK� \RXU� KDQGV�́ � :KDW�
he characterized as a focus on com-
puter-based education has left some 
people behind, he said, making it 
KDUGHU� IRU� WKHP� WR� ¿QG� D� MRE� WKDW�
SD\V�ZHOO�HQRXJK�WR�OLYH�LQ�WKH�DUHD��
³(GXFDWLRQ�LV�DERXW�HTXDOLW\�DQG�LQ-

clusiveness,” he said: “To give people 
WKH�PHDQV�WR�NHHS�XS�́ �$ORQJ�WKH�VDPH�
lines, he’d like to see more resources 
devoted to adult education programs 
to help people develop new skills to 
FRPSHWH�IRU�ZHOO�SD\LQJ�MREV�

On the other side of that equation, 
Ike and Julie Broaddus, owners of 
Old Bust Head Brewing Company 
and a property management busi-
ness, said a lack of what they called 
“right-sized housing” in the area 
makes it harder to recruit employ-
HHV��7KH\�HPSOR\�DERXW����SHRSOH�±�
about 25 full-time – many of whom 
are 20-somethings just starting out 
RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��

“The pool of talent who is will-
ing to take these jobs is smaller” be-
cause of the lack of small units like 
apartments in Fauquier County, said 
,NH�%URDGGXV��³,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�)DXTXL-
er County overrun with apartment 
complexes, but I think we can do it 
EHWWHU�́ � 0DLQWDLQLQJ� WKH� VWDWXV� TXR��
he said, “means there is a limit to the 

NLQG�RI�ZRUNIRUFH�ZH�KDYH�DYDLODEOH�́ �
In turn, that makes the area less at-
WUDFWLYH�WR�SURVSHFWLYH�HPSOR\HUV����

Broaddus pointed to the structure 
of zoning laws that regulate the num-
EHU�RI�XQLWV�SHU�DFUH��³2QH�RI�WKH�NH\�
problems, in my mind, is it encour-
ages builders to build the biggest, 
most expensive units they can,” he 
VDLG��³:KDW�WKH�PDUNHW�UHDOO\�ZDQWV�
right now … are small units for one 
to two people,” adding there is little 
economic incentive for developers to 
EXLOG�WKDW�W\SH�RI�KRXVLQJ��

He said zoning should instead fo-
cus on square footage allowed in a 
particular area, not on the number of 
XQLWV�� 7KLV�� KH� VDLG�� ZRXOG� HQFRXU-

age building more small units that 
are within the price range of young 
DGXOWV�RU�UHWLUHHV��

The Broadduses pointed to the 
Vint Hill Lofts projects, the recently 
approved proposal to restore the for-
mer barracks in Vint Hill to house 
about 180 apartments, as an exam-
SOH� RI� D� VXFFHVV� VWRU\�� �7KH� DSDUW-
ments will start about $1,000 per 
PRQWK�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�GHYHORSHU���
The Vint Hill community will be 
“healthier,” as they put it, having the 
moderately priced apartments, the 
high-priced Brookside development 
and a mix of industrial, hospitality 
and retail businesses all in the same 
DUHD��WKH\�VDLG��

Another way to incentivize 
building more, small units is what 
the Warrenton comprehensive plan 
FKDUDFWHUL]HV� DV� ³GHQVLW\� ERQXVHV�́ �
(VVHQWLDOO\��EXLOGHUV�FRXOG�FRQVWUXFW�
more units per acre if some of those 
units meet the town’s as-yet-uncodi-
¿HG�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�³DIIRUGDEOH´�RU�RI-
IHU�RWKHU�SXEOLF�EHQH¿WV��

Those bonuses are “critical,” said 
Habitat’s Neher, because of the way 
]RQLQJ� ODZ� ZRUNV�� ³<RX� FDQ¶W� VD\��
µ<RX� DUH� UHTXLUHG� WR�GR�;�¶�<RX� FDQ�
VD\��µ:H�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�;�LI�\RX�GR�<�¶´�
/DQG� WUXVWV��ZKHUHE\�D�QRQSUR¿W�

purchases land and leases it for the 
purposes of providing affordable 
KRXVLQJ��LV�DQRWKHU�LGHD��VDLG�1HKHU��
(The Warrenton comprehensive plan 
alludes to the prospect of a develop-
er donating land for this purpose to 
UHFHLYH� ³GHQVLW\� ERQXVHV�́ �� %XW� WR�
make a real dent in solving the af-
fordability problem, the scale of co-
ordination would need to be much 
greater than it is now – much to Stra-
QR¶V�SRLQW��

Zoning law can be messy and te-
GLRXV�� ³7KH� GLI¿FXOW� VDXVDJH�PDN-
ing is in that ordinance develop-
ment,” as Neher put it, referring 
VSHFL¿FDOO\� WR� WKH� FRPLQJ� UHYLHZ�
of Warrenton’s zoning laws in the 
wake of the comprehensive plan’s 
DSSURYDO��%XW��KH�VDLG��LW¶V�QHFHVVDU\�
to work toward making sure people 
FDQ�DIIRUG�WR�OLYH�KHUH��

“A community who wants to in-
YHVW�LQ�DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�KDV�WR�¿QG�
WKH�PHFKDQLVP�WR�GR�VR�́ �VDLG�1HKHU��
“It will never materialize without the 
ZRUN�́ �

Reach Coy Ferrell at cferrell@
fauquier.com

HOUSING, from page 8

/RFDO�YLQH\DUGV�RQ�WKH�DOHUW�IRU�LQYDVLYH�VSHFLHV�VSRWWHG�ODQWHUQÀ\�
By Liam Bowman

PiedmonT Journalism foundaTion

For a quarter century, Chris Pearmund’s epon-
ymous vineyard in the foothills of eastern Fau-
quier County has survived a feared invasion of 
stinkbugs, record-breaking rainfall and unseason-
DEOH�KDLOVWRUPV��1RZ��OLNH�RWKHU�YLQH\DUG�RZQHUV�
in the area, he’s preparing for what could be an-
other threat to his livelihood and the burgeoning 
wine industry in Northern Virginia: the spotted 
ODQWHUQÀ\�

The inch-long insect, an invasive pest with 
a particular fondness for apple trees and grape-
vines, has been steadily spreading across North-
HUQ�9LUJLQLD�IRU�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�\HDUV��$OWKRXJK�LW�
has not appeared in any Virginia vineyards yet, 
NQRZLQJ�WKH�ODQWHUQÀ\¶V�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�GHVWUXFWLRQ��
agricultural experts are imposing quarantines 
DQG�WDNLQJ�SUHYHQWDWLYH�PHDVXUHV��3HDUPXQG�VDLG�
it may be only a matter of time before the pest 
DUULYHV�LQ�)DXTXLHU��³+RSHIXOO\�ZH¶OO�KDYH�VRPH-
WKLQJ�WR�FRQWURO�LW�́ �KH�VDLG��

In an effort to curb the spread of spotted lan-
WHUQÀ\�� WKH� 9LUJLQLD� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� $JULFXOWXUH�
and Consumer Services has imposed a quaran-
tine-zone on all areas where the pest has become 
HVWDEOLVKHG��7KH�TXDUDQWLQH�]RQH��RULJLQDOO\�OLP-
ited to the Winchester area, was expanded in mid-
March to include neighboring Clarke and Warren 
FRXQWLHV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�QHZ�UHJXODWLRQV��EXVL-
nesses in affected areas are required to complete 
special training and take steps to ensure their 
VKLSPHQWV�DUH�IUHH�RI�VSRWWHG�ODQWHUQÀLHV�

“It’s a strange pest,” said David Gianino, pro-
JUDP� PDQDJHU� IRU� WKH� GHSDUWPHQW¶V� 2I¿FH� RI�
Plant Industry Services, referencing the lantern-
À\¶V� WHQGHQF\� WR� KLWFKKLNH� RQ� KXPDQ� WUDQVSRUW��
“It can be on stone, on pallets or on a truck, so 
it’s a challenge to get all these different businesses 
HQJDJHG�́

Indigenous to southern Asia, the spotted lan-
WHUQÀ\� ZDV� DFFLGHQWDOO\� LQWURGXFHG� WR� WKH� 8�6��
WKURXJK�WUDGH��,Q������� WKH�SHVW�ZDV�¿UVW�GHWHFW-
HG� LQ� %HUNV� &RXQW\�� 3HQQV\OYDQLD�� ,QIHVWDWLRQV�
TXLFNO\� VSUHDG� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� UHJLRQ�� %\� ������
WKH�¿UVW� VSRWWHG� ODQWHUQÀLHV�ZHUH� IRXQG� LQ�:LQ-
chester and have since become an increasingly 
FRPPRQ�VLJKW�LQ�WKH�DUHD��

The pest primarily seeks out tree-of-heaven, 
another invasive species native to Asia, to lay its 
HJJV�� ,Q� VRXWKHDVW� 3HQQV\OYDQLD�� ZKHUH� LQIHVWD-
WLRQV� UHPDLQ� WKH� PRVW� VHYHUH�� ODQWHUQÀLHV� KDYH�
destroyed entire sections of vineyards and cost 
ORFDO�JURZHUV�������PLOOLRQ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�3HQQ-
V\OYDQLD�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�UHSRUW�

In swarms numbering in the thousands, lan-
WHUQÀLHV�GUDLQ�ODUJH�DPRXQWV�RI�VDS�IURP�JUDSH-
vines and other plant species, excreting a sugary 
VXEVWDQFH� FDOOHG� KRQH\GHZ�� ³9LQHV� DUH� HLWKHU�
killed outright or weakened so they don’t survive 
the winter,” said Doug Pfeiffer, a fruit entomol-
RJLVW� DW� 9LUJLQLD� 7HFK�� 7KH� H[FUHWHG� KRQH\GHZ��
said Pfeiffer, breeds a fungus called sooty mold, 
which covers the feeding area with a black sticky 
VXEVWDQFH���COURTESY PHOTO

6JG�URQVVGF�NCPVGTPƃ[�ECP�VTCXGN�HTQO�QPG�EQOOWPKV[�
to another on stone, on pallets or on a truck. See LANTERNFLY, page 12
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By Liam Bowman
Piedmont Journalism Foundation

Kevin Mettinger, a 
former Fauquier High 
School drama teacher ar-
rested earlier this year on 
child sex abuse charges, 
was indicted at a Nov. 
22 grand jury hearing on 
multiple felony counts. 
The indictments include 
three new felony charges 
involving incidents with 
another alleged victim between 2004 and 2005.

Mettinger, 51, of Warrenton was charged this 
summer after allegedly sexually abusing an ad-
olescent child on four separate occasions. He 
now faces three felony counts of indecent liber-
ties with a child while in supervisory role, two 
felony counts of carnal knowledge of a child 
and one felony count of forcible sodomy.
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Violin makers continue their life’s work in Fauquier
By Coy Ferrell

Fauquier times staFF Writer

Peter and Wendy Moes are two of a handful of 
people in the world who have intimate knowledge 
— and strong opinions — about timber harvest-
ing in 18th-century Alpine Italy. “It’s a very exact 
thing; you have to wait for exactly the right mo-
ment” to cut down a tree, said Wendy Moes. 

Alpine homebuilders for hundreds of years 
picked the moment in late winter when spruce 
trees had the least sap to cut timber. It’s very 
stable wood, the Moeses said, that is resistant to 
warping and even to burning. That wood, some of 
it preserved for hundreds of years in the mountain 
air, now resonates from Moes-made instruments 
in orchestral halls around the globe. 

FAUQUIER TIMES STAFF PHOTOS/COY FERRELL
Wendy Moes See MOES, page 10 Peter Moes

Fauquier Habitat for Humanity 
hands the keys to new homeowners

By Robin Earl
Fauquier times staFF Writer

Eva Walker Park in Warrenton was the 
backdrop as a set of keys was passed from 
one Fauquier Habitat for Humanity vol-
unteer to another, each wishing new Haiti 
Street homeowners Ivett and Ernesto Me-
jita Bustos well with a few well-chosen 
words. “Love,” “A wonderful future” and 
so on down the line, until Elizabeth Rose, 
director of Habitat’s partner program-
ming, shouted “laughter,” and handed the 
keys to a smiling Ivett Mejia Bustos. 

When she, her husband and 5-year-old 
daughter Emma at last opened the door to 
their new home, the delicious smells of a 
celebratory feast welcomed them inside.

The Nov. 20 celebration was the culmi-
nation of four years of work. Ivett, 25, and 
Ernesto Mejita Bustos, 36, each contrib-
uted 250 hours of “sweat equity.” Habitat 
volunteers supported them by providing 
education on everything from to mort-
gages to home maintenance and of course, 
helping to build their four-bedroom home. FAUQUIER TIMES STAFF PHOTO/ROBIN EARL

Ivett and Ernesto Mejita Bustos and their daughter Emma get 
ready to enter their new home on Haiti Street in Warrenton.See HABITAT, page 4

Plea 
agreement 
reached 
in Levi 
Norwood 
murder case.

See page 8.

Former drama 
teacher indicted 
for child sex abuse
$QRWKHU�DOOHJHG�YLFWLP�LGHQWL¿HG

Kevin Mettinger

See METTINGER, page 9

THANKS DIANA: 
Fauquier volleyball 

coach talks about her 
career-changing move.

SPORTS, pages 33-37



Fauquier Times | www.fauquier.com | November 23, 202110      NEWS

Their obsessions don’t stop with centuries-old 
timber, of course. Every part of their instruments 
²�DQG�HYHQ�WKH�ZHOO�ZRUQ�KDQG�WRROV�WKDW�¿OO�WKHLU�
workshop — are the result of endless tinkering 
DQG�UH¿QHPHQW��³:H�H[SHULPHQW�D�ORW�́ �VDLG�3HWHU�
Moes — an understated way of describing days 
upon days spent at a workbench meticulously per-
fecting each aspect of an instrument. 

Now in their 70s, the couple moved to New Bal-
timore early this year to be closer to their daugh-
ters. Their work making world-class violins, cel-
los and violas has taken them from Germany, to 
California, to London, to New York, back to Ger-
many and now to Fauquier County. Peter Moes 
was born in Bavaria, Wendy Moes in Boston. 

They met in the Alpine German city of Mitten-
wald when they both attended the violin-making 
school there in the 1970s and founded Moes & 
Moes Violin Makers in New York in 1981. They 
plan to carry on their life’s work in their home 
workshop “as long as people still want us.” 

Yo-Yo Ma purchased one of their cellos in the 
1990s and still uses it on tour. Hilary Hahn, win-
ner of three Grammy awards, owns one of their 
violins. Most of the instruments they’ve made 
over the years are still with their original owners, 
they said. “It’s important to have a good relation-
ship with a musician and have them give you a 

straight opinion,” said Peter Moes. Like any good 
DUWLVWV��WKH�0RHVHV�DUH�QHYHU�TXLWH�VDWLV¿HG�²�DQ�
instrument can always be improved here, tinkered 
there. 

Some version of the word “fascinated” comes 
up often as the Moeses talk about their work. They 
spend weeks or months on a single instrument; 
they’ve never made more than six in a single year.  

“We’ve always followed the route of something 
that interests us, that fascinates us,” said Peter 
0RHV�� ³,W¶V�RXU�GULYLQJ� IRUFH�́ �+LV�¿UVW� IDVFLQD-
tion was repairing instruments seemingly beyond 
repair — situations where, as he put it, “it’s im-
possible, but doable,” quoting the 1999 Sean Con-
QHU\�¿OP�³(QWUDSPHQW�́ �

Repairing instruments is still a big part of what 
they do — from restoring violins to renting to 
local families to bringing professionals’ instru-
ments back to life. “He gets really interested if 
something’s broken,” added Wendy Moes. “I’m 
really interested in the sound.” 

“Every part of these instruments affects every-
thing else and is affected by everything else,” she 
said. She emphasized that “there is a huge range 
of sound that is considered ‘excellent,’” explain-
ing that they try to build and restore instruments 
to meet the preferences of their clients. 

“Nowadays, makers are just copying antique 
makers’ work,” she said. “But there’s room in 
WKHUH�IRU�ORWV�RI�GLIIHUHQW�¿QH�VRXQGV�́ �6KH�FRQWLQ-

ued, “It’s nice to know you can make something 
that makes someone happy … make them get to 
where they want to be.” 

The couple takes special pride in making each 
instrument unique based on their own incessant 
WLQNHULQJ� DQG� UH¿QHPHQW�� JUHDW� LQVWUXPHQWV�� WKH\�
insisted, should never be a mere copy. “They teach 
you in school how to make something that looks like 
an instrument,” said Wendy Moes. Creating world-
class instruments is something different, she contin-
XHG��³<RX�KDYH�WR�¿JXUH�WKDW�RXW�RQ�\RXU�RZQ�́ �
7KHLU�ZHEVLWH�SXWV�LW�EOXQWO\��³&RSLHV�RI�LQVWUX-

ments, or anything else, never have and never will 
have any lasting intrinsic value.”

There are “zillions” of instrument makers now, 
Peter Moes said, especially in Europe, where 
trade schools have multiplied in the decades since 
the Moeses started out. Setting themselves apart, 
he said, takes a high degree of creativity — more 
art than assembly line. “We are the kind of people 
who don’t like to follow directions or copy other 
people’s work,” he said.

Reach Coy Ferrell at cferrell@fauquier.com

Violin makers continue their life’s work in Fauquier

Moes & Moes rental program
In addition to building and restoring 

instruments for professionals, the Moeses also 
have violins and violas in a range of sizes for 
students to rent; cellos are available on special 
request. The couple’s faces light up as they 
show off their collection of small violins made 
for young children. 

“We select instruments that we can modify 
if need be to get a very good sound and easy 
response,” explains their website. “Every 
instrument gets a professional set-up from us 
RGTUQPCNN[��6JCV�OGCPU�FQKPI�VJG�ƂPIGTDQCTF�
and nut, cutting a bridge and adjusting the 
sound post.”

Students can trade up to a larger-sized 
instrument as they grow. 

Call 540-340-4275, email moes@
moesandmoes.com or visit moesandmoes.com 
for more information.

FAUQUIER TIMES STAFF PHOTO/COY FERRELL
Wendy Moes displays a child-sized violin available 
to rent.
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A nearly complete violin

In addition to making instruments, like this cello in progress (left), for professional musicians, Peter and Wendy Moes maintain a collection of violins and violas 
(right) to rent to local students.

MOES, from page 1


